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Newick Risk Assessment Form - Bellringers

Workplace/Location		Newick Church
Risk Assessor	Julian Avis, Captain of Bells
Room/Area	Ringing Room
Event	Bellringing
Date	26.09.2020 Original date
Description of Hazard	1. Flying/snagging ropes

Consequence of Hazard	Minor to Major injury

Persons at Risk	Bellringers and people present in the room.
Current Control Measures	
1. 	Learners taught to ring by experienced competent ringers.
2. 	Learners taught safe bell control and technique, advised to remove or tuck in dangly jewellery (necklace, ties, earrings and rings etc) which could catch or snag on the ropes.
3. 	Advise anyone sitting in the bell tower (observing) where to sit or stand and to keep their feet flat on the floor.		

Risk (Likelihood x Severity)		2
1= very low,  5 = very high 

Risk Priority Rating		High (safety is paramount)

Recommended Further 	Always instill in learners appropriate clothing and technique.
Control Measures	Occasionally people don’t listen (“it won’t happen to me”) but if they have a “near miss” it normally sharpens the mind.

Description of Hazard	2. 	Ropes snagging on objects in ringing room.

Consequence of Hazard	Minor to Major injury

Persons at Risk	Bellringers and people present in the room.
Current Control Measures	Try to keep ringing room as clear of objects as possible.

Risk (Likelihood x Severity)		1
1= very low,  5 = very high 

Risk Priority Rating		High 

Recommended Further 	Be observant. Some people seem to think the ringing room is a shed
Control Measures	to put things out of the way – it is NOT.

Description of Hazard	3. 	People entering ringing room while ringing is in progress.

Consequence of Hazard	Minor to Major injury

Persons at Risk	Bellringers and people present in the room.
Current Control Measures	Place NO ENTRY signs on doors into ringing room while ringing is taking place.

Risk (Likelihood x Severity)		2
1= very low,  5 = very high 

Risk Priority Rating		High 

Recommended Further 		None
Control Measures	

Description of Hazard	4.	 Someone accidentally pulling off a raised bell. For example, during a wedding when the ringers are not in the tower.

Consequence of Hazard	Minor to High

Persons at Risk	The person pulling the bell.
Current Control Measures	Occasionally bells are left raised during services when being rung before and after, e.g. weddings, funerals, Remembrance Day, Christmas, Easter etc.  Experienced ringer(s) normally in close proximity to keep and eye on the ringing chamer.

Risk (Likelihood x Severity)		2
1= very low,  5 = very high 

Risk Priority Rating		High 

Recommended Further 	Bells raised sign put in prominent view on entry to room and one
Control Measures 	ringer to keep an eye on the ringing area.
		
Description of Hazard	5.Ringer fatigue.
Consequence of Hazard	

Persons at Risk	The person becoming fatigued.

[bookmark: _Hlk52214440]Current Control Measures	We don’t ring long methods, so hopefully doesn’t really apply. But team members to keep an eye on each other.
This was reviewed by Mr. Avis on 18th March, 2021
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