[image: A blue text on a black background

Description automatically generated]
[image: A heart with a cross in it

Description automatically generated]
Newick Risk Assessment - Bellringers

Workplace/Location		Newick Church
Risk Assessor	Julian Avis, Captain of Bells
Room/Area	Belltower/Belfry
Event	General checking of bells (monthly)
Maintenance (annual or as required)
Observing bells ringing (part of learning to ring)
Date	26.09.2020  Original
Description of Hazard	Bells swinging and striking a person

Consequence of Hazard	Low to Major

Persons at Risk	Anyone present in the belfry
Current Control Measures
1.	Authorized persons only to have access.
2. 	Strongly advise if going up the tower, take the tower door key with you to 	avoid 
being inadvertently locked in.
3. 	Where possible, go up in pairs. If going alone, make sure someone knows you are going and take a working mobile phone and torch with you.
4.	NEVER enter the bell frame if ANY BELLS are raised (ready for ringing).
5.	Only go into the belfry when a bell is raised under strict supervision of an 	experienced ringer.
Keep as far away from bells as possible.
(This normally only happens to help teach learners or occasionally to find a fault if something doesn’t feel or sound right).
6. 	Ear plugs or ear defenders to be worn if bells are to be rung while in the belfry.

Risk (Likelihood x Severity)	Low if advice is followed or High if it is not	 
1= very low,  5 = very high 

Risk Priority Rating		High

Recommended Further 		Copy of advice to be posted at bottom of tower and in belfry.
Control Measures		Perhaps extra sign – DANGER - on bell frame.
Other recommendations – Keep tower steps clear and clean (this is done at present as part of bell maintenance).
Replace any faulty lightbulbs immediately.
Check hand rope security (annually).

Reviewed by Mr. Avis March 2021
Reviewed by Mr. Avis Feb 2022
Reviewed by Mr. Avis Jan 2023
Reviewed by Mr. Avis Feb 2024
Reviewed by Mr. Avis Feb 2025	Reviewed by Mr. Avis Feb 2026
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