My work in combatting illegal
dumping and littering

Andrew Wang



Livermore resident for 3 years (2020 —
present)

Electrical engineer at Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory

Grew up in Colorado (2000 — 2018) before
moving to California (2018 — present)

B.S from Colorado School of Mines

Masters from University of California,
Berkeley

The view outside of the library | frequently
studied at in Colorado. =)



One of my hobbies is to help beautity the Bay Area as

much as | can.
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. My work has spanned across six different

counties.

. | primarily focus on street litter and illegal

dumping sites.

. | perform some research beforehand by

viewing satellite imagery, reading news
articles, and glancing at 311 requests.

. | share timelapses and before/after pictures

on Reddit and Instagram under the handle
pengweather.



| have adopted various sites throughout the Bay
Area.

1. SB I-880 / CA-84 (Thornton Ave)
2.SB [-880 / CA-84 (Dumbarton Bridge)
3. SB [-680 Grimmer to Mission
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1. Coliseum Way
2. Oakport St.
3. lllegal dumping hot spots in East
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My most difficult cleanup took place in Vallgjo.
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It is located at Route 37 and Wilson
Ave.

It took 3 separate cleanups over a
span of 1 month.

| collected 100+ bags of garbage (33
— 45-gallon bags).

Based on my estimates, this had an
accumulation of a year's worth of
garbage.

| last visited on February 2nd and it
is still in very good shape.



These are the tools that | use.

X Trash tongs
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Retractable rake
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Clear 33 gallon
bags (1.5 mil)
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Straw broom

Leather gloves

Industrial dustpan

Sharps container

5 gallon bucket




How do | cleanup the illegal dumping and littering?

1. 1 goslowly at first with my trash tongs.
2. |l account for all hazardous waste.

3. Assoon as | am certain that there are no
more hazardous waste, then | use the rake
and broom to scoop up large amounts of
litter.

4. | do not bag up hazardous waste. | either
put it in a special container or leave it along
for Hazmat to manage.

5. I drop off the sharps at CVS in Livermore.

6. |take recyclables to recycling centers for
some cash.



| have adopted the following measures to prevent the
bags from being tampered with.

1. | use clear bags with 1.5 mil thickness
EL VERTIDO ILEGALES COSTOSO PARA LOS
so that contents can be seen. CONTRIBUYENTES Y EL MEDIO AMBIENTE.

ILLEGAL DUMPING IS COSTLY TO TAXPAYERS AND
THE ENVIRONMENT.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF FREE BULK PICKUPS.

2. | separate recyclables from waste.

APROVECHE LAS RECOGIDAS AL POR MAYOR GRATUITAS.

3. | tape notice signs on the bags that
encourage people to refrain from illegal

dumping.
4. | place the bags at intersections or high- COMMUNITY CLEANUP
visible areas. LIMPIEZA COMUNITARIA
. . . DO NOT TAMPER WITH THE BAGS.
5. limmediately notify 311. Do NoT BUMP HERE

NO ABRA NI MANIPULE LAS BOLSAS.
NO TIRAR BASURA.




What do | hope to achieve through these cleanups?

Spreading awareness and educating people.
Inspiring action
Alleviating bottlenecks for 311.

Redirecting funds to other areas of concerns.
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Showing the power of persistence.



| look forward to working with the City of Livermore to create a safe
and healthy environment for everybody to thrive in.

1. Determining the best ways to engage the community in local environmental
stewardship.

2. Focusing on ways to prevent illegal dumping through knowledge and resources.

Accentuating the financial, social, and personal benefits of a clean environment.

4. Fostering a positive atmosphere for residents to be proud of.



But most importantly, | hope to continue inspiring people and
being the initial step for better solutions to come.

f Posted by ufnot_nisesen 1 month ago

392 Inspired by fu/pengweather, a friend and I picked up 5

4% large bags of litter and illegallly dumped waste on
university Ave. near East Palo Alto/Menlo Park. Ticket
for pickup filed to ACT Menlo Park

mgur.com/a/z3Np... (4

i John_K_Say_Hey OP - 3 mo. ago - edited 2 mo. ago

Grizzly Peak in Berkeley is totally covered in trash - let’s get together and clean it up!

First and foremost, a huge shoutout to u/pengw
take this on - a big tip of my trash-claw to you!

=ather! You do great work and inspired me to

So. This is going to be a big, nasty, and kinda sketchy job. Speeding drivers, narrow shoulders,
steep hills, poison oak, broken glass, ticks, and a non-zero chance of crime make this a job for
stout hearts. Kids and pets should stay at home!
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Also, we're probably idiots for doing this. The people who use Grizzly Peak seem to love trashing
Comment as penoweather the place, so I'm certain our work will be undone within weeks if not days. still, leading by

What are your thoughts? example can work wonders, so hopefully we can shift that energy over time.

Finally, this event will be self-supported and performed at your own risk. 'm not qualified or
equipped to lead cleanup events or help you if you get injured or killed, such as by falling down a
ravine after getting bitten by a rattlesnake, so make sure you show up fully prepared and ready
to gao!
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* ihaveaccountsmods - 2 mMo. ago

@ ers_se_cxcting 2 10,390 - citod 2mo. a0 Thank you for all you do. You inspired me to help cleanup my local streets.

You inspired me to drag a lost tire out of Los Alamitos creek. Also picked up about 1/2 a bag of .
trash while out there. ‘ 5 07 D Reply Share
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Thank you for attending and listening to my presentation!

Questions and comments?



