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Agenda

1. Status of national and state court cases against the Trump 
administration

2. History and terminology behind Prop 50
3. Presentation of maps, arguments and funding for and 

against Prop 50
4. Consequences of: 

a. Voting Rights Act case before the Supreme Court 
b. The federal government shut-down

5. Audience Q&A 



National 
court cases



Attorney General of 
California: Rob Bonta



education





Redistricting
- Every ten years after the Census
- Necessary to ensure equality between 435 House districts 
- Average of 761,169 citizens per district
- Based on the 14th Amendment and
- the 1964 Supreme Court case, Wesberry v. Sanders

Reapportionment of congressional 

districts after the 2020 Census
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Gerrymandering 
https://www.princeton.edu/news/2017/09/25/gerrymandering-when-does-redistricting-leave-voters-without-voice

- “The drawing of electoral districts in such a way as to give advantage to one 
political party” (Lowi et al, 149). 

https://www.princeton.edu/news/2017/09/25/gerrymandering-when-does-redistricting-leave-voters-without-voice


House districts by party after 2020 
census (mapped geographically)



House Districts by party after the 2020 census (mapped by 
number of actual districts)



National effects of gerrymandering
“The current [2025] congressional district map favors the Republican Party, which 
gained control of the majority of the state governments in the 2010 elections and 
was able to dominate the redistricting process after the 2010 census. Since that 
time, the GOP has been able to win a higher percentage of congressional seats 
than its share of the popular vote might warrant” (Lowi et al. 149). 



The Struggle to Stop Gerrymandering and its Effects

- Some states create redistricting commissions in the last fifteen years
- Rucho v. Common Cause (2019 Supreme Court case)



 2019 in the case Rucho v. Common Cause that while 
partisan gerrymandering may be "incompatible with 
democratic principles", the federal courts cannot review such 
allegations, as they present nonjusticiable political questions 
outside the jurisdiction of these courts.[2]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justiciability
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_question
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rucho_v._Common_Cause#cite_note-cnn-2


Redistricting in California

- Before 1964, rampant gerrymandering in California
- 1964: Reynolds v. Sims
- 1970’s: bipartisan gerrymandering to protect incumbents
- 1970, 1990: California Supreme Court appointed special masters 
- 2000: more bipartisan gerrymandering
- 2008: Proposition 11 created California Citizens Redistricting Commission
- 2010 and 2020 redistricting successfully completed by the Commission



2025 Mid-Decade Redistricting War: 1) Trump directs Texas
“President Trump’s political team is encouraging Republican leaders in Texas to examine 
how House district lines in the state could be redrawn ahead of next year’s midterm 
elections to try to save the party’s endangered majority, according to people in Texas and 
Washington who are familiar with the effort…

But a person close to the president, who spoke on condition of anonymity because the 
person was not authorized to talk publicly, nevertheless urged a “ruthless” approach and 
said Mr. Trump would welcome any chance to pick up seats in the midterms. The 
president would pay close attention to those in his party who help or hurt that effort, the 
person warned…

[The Trump administration strategy of encouraging Texas to gerrymander now] appeared 
to be driven in part by President Trump’s concern that the Republican Party could lose its 
slim majority in the House, derailing the second half of his term and empowering 
Democratic investigations of his administration” (Goodman and Goldmacher, June 9th, 
2025). 



2025 Mid-Decade Redistricting War: 
2) Texas passes gerrymandered map



2025 Mid-Decade Redistricting War: 
3) Prop 50: The Election Rigging Response Act: 

California asks the voters about 
temporary elimination of the 
Commission in order to 
gerrymander prior to 2026 
midterms (Special Election 
November 4th)



Without Prop 50: With Prop 50: 



No vote = continue with commission created maps = 
CA House delegation 43 Democrats, 9 Republicans

Justifications: 

- Prevent gerrymandering in the state
- Maintain representation of Republican minority in the state (ex. Modoc 

County)

Note: Allows artificially high House representation of GOP at 50.6% compared to 
46% popular vote, according to polling



Yes vote = Temporarily suspend Citizens Redistricting 
Commission maps = CA congressional House 
delegation = 48 Democrats, 4 Republicans  
Justifications: 

- Protects progressive gains made on climate change, science, education, 
women’s rights, BIPOC and LGBTQ+ rights

- Protects democracy in all 50 states by giving Democrats House 
representation close to popular support (46%)



Voting Rights Act case before the Supreme Court



Consequences of the shut down



Q&A




