
We have learned a lot about people’s knowledge of and willingness to participate in research. Links have been 
established between VCSE research champions and local academics; some champions are now named in funding bids for 
new studies. Many people have indicated that, after speaking with their local champion, they would consider taking part 

in research. We have been funded to continue the work in 2024/25.

West Yorkshire has developed strong links with the 
voluntary sector (14,000 organisations and growing!) 
through an ICB coordinated Power of Communities 

board. This links together grassroots organisations as 
well as infrastructure organisations in each place.

Research Engagement Network (REN):
NHS England funding enabled ICB and VCSE partners to 

collaborate on REN. In West Yorkshire training was 
provided to research champions who held 

conversations with underserved communities about 
research, engaging with over 600 people.

We set out to understand why people from underserved communities haven’t typically participated in research and to 
build understanding of research in these communities, exploring what researchers need to do differently to reach and be 

relevant to these populations

West Yorkshire REN
Working with VCSE research champions across West Yorkshire

Why does research not reflect all communities?

Community conversations The Power of Communities

Gemma Doran, Rose Dewey, Stella Johnson (West Yorkshire ICB) and Steffi Rogers (Third Sector Leaders Kirklees)

What did we find?

For a full list of partners and more information visit: https://www.westyorksrd.nhs.uk/research-champions 
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