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Happy New Year from the Lex:lead Group! 
 

The Lex:lead Group would like to wish you season’s greetings as it completes a second full year of 
growth and its third international essay competition, this year on the question: How can law enhance 

access to finance in developing countries to reduce poverty? Here is a recap of our year and the 

steps forward we are looking to take. 
 

Board of Directors 
 

President/Founder 
Anne Bodley (Australia) 

First Vice President 
Rudolf Ezeani (Nigeria) 

Vice President 
Bert Denolf (Belgium) 

Vice President 
Yevgenya Muchnik-Beale 

(USA/Russia) 

Vice President 
Anjli Garg (USA/India) 

Vice President 
Stefaan Ghesquiere (Belgium) 

 
Judges (2012) 

 
Judge David Mackie CBE, QC 

(UK) (re-appointment) 
 

Hon. Justice Aminatta N’gum 
(Gambia) (new appointment) 

 
Hon. Justice Adolphus Karibi-Whyte 
(Nigeria) (tentative appointment) 

 
Judge Fred Cowan 

(USA) (re-appointment) 
 

Judge Jonathan Moses 
(New Zealand) (re-appointment) 

 
Ms Dianna Kempe QC, JP 

(Bermuda) (re-appointment) 
 

Mr Iain Morley QC 
(UK) (re-appointment) 

 
Chief Charles Taku 

(Cameroon) (re-appointment) 
 
 
 
 

Scholarship winners. The group started the year by awarding two 

scholarships, one to University of Dar es Salaam student Mr Edwin 
J Webiro (Tanzania); the other to Addis Ababa University student 

Ms Sousena Kebede Tefera (Ethiopia), answering the question: 

How can law contribute to post-conflict economic, social and 
cultural recovery? The awards were a first to Tanzania; a second to 

Ethiopia to which country our first award was made from our initial 
launch in 2010 to just five of the world’s least developed countries. 

Edwin Webiro’s award (US$500) was funded from the second half 
of a grant awarded the Lex:lead Group by the International Bar 

Association Foundation; Sousena Kebede Tefera’s award (also 

US$500) came from the personal generosity of Lex:lead Advisory 
Board Member Ms Sabine Midderhoff, a lawyer with German aid 

agency, Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) in 
Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire. 
 

Lex:lead Ambassadors. Following the group’s initiative to bring 

its first scholarship winner, Ms Lemlem Fiseha Minale (Ethiopia), 
into the group, Lex:lead was also able to welcome scholarship 

winner Ms Sousena Kebede Tefera (Ethiopia) as a Lex:lead 

Ambassador this year. Lex:lead Ambassadors are invaluable as an 
on-the-ground resource for students in least developed countries, 

promoting the group and explaining the program we are taking 
steps to establish. 

 
Lex:lead in print! The group realized a major goal this year in 

having each of its winning essays accepted for publication. In 
March 2012, the International Bar Association African 

Regional Forum published the essay of the group’s first 
scholarship winner, Ms Lemlem Fiseha Minale (Ethiopia); and in 

July 2012 the Forum dedicated a full section of the newsletter to 
the group’s competition in publishing the essays of scholarship 

winners Mr Edwin J. Webiro (Tanzania) and Ms Sousena Kebede 

Tefera (Ethiopia). To the scholarship winners, seeing their names in 
print was as exciting as winning the competition in the first place! 
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Officers (2012) 
 

Stephanie Eckenrode 
(Australia) (Executive Director) 

Sipho Limbe 
(Malawi) (Group Secretary) 

Matthew Weldon 
(USA) (Interim Treasurer) 

Zara Watkins 
(USA) (Legal Research Officer) 

 
Advisory Board (2012) 

 
Sabine Midderhoff (Germany) 

Theodora Christou (UK/Cyprus) 
Minega Isibo (Rwanda) 
Ari Rentsen (Mongolia) 

Shannon Lex Bales (USA) 
Amanda Doueihi (Australia/Lebanon) 
Jérôme Poitou (France/Guadeloupe) 

Mankah Fombang (Cameroon) 
Erick Kpakpo (Central African Rep.)§ 

 
Donors (2012) 

 
International Bar Association 

Foundation (pending) 
Allen & Overy LLP 

Claude Moore Charitable Foundation 
HSBC Matching Funds Program 

 
Anne Bodley, New York* 

Rudolf Ezeani, Lagos, Nigeria* 
Bert Denolf, Washington DC* 

Anjli Garg, New York* 
Stefaan Ghesquiere, Belgium* 

Yevgenya Muchnik, Washington DC* 
Shannon Lex Bales, Costa Mesa* 
Sabine Midderhoff, Côte d’Ivoire* 

Jérôme Poitou, New York* 
P. Bruzzese-Szczygiel, New York 

Johanna Ronnei de Avila, Edina USA 
Michael Jude di Gennaro, New York 

 
Theodora Christou, London* 
Amanda Doueihi, New York* 

Ari Rentsen, New York* 
Matthew Weldon, New York* 

Mankah Fombang, Arusha Tanzania* 
David Benner, Brooklyn 
Anne Ezenwa, Herndon 

Véronique Gautier, New York 
Gahmk S Markarian, New York 

Wambui Mwangi, New York 
Clifton Prabhu, Jersey City 

 
*Lex:lead Member 

§Prospective Member 
 

Fundraising Success and Summer Reception. The group hosted 

a second reception this summer, this time at Soho art gallery 

Waterhouse & Dodd, New York, on Saturday 23 June. The 
annual reception offers the group a chance to say thank you to the 

year’s donors and for visitors to learn more about the group’s work 
in the world’s 48 least developed countries. Lex:lead is able to 

double the number of scholarships awarded this year (up to five) 

from the support of the International Bar Association 
Foundation (extraordinary second grant pledged), from law firm 

Allen & Overy LLP, from the Claude Moore Charitable 
Foundation, from individual donors, and including the HSBC 

Matching Funds Program. (Photo: www.stowefoto.com) 
 

  
Lex:lead Dinner Oct. 2012 (below) Lex:lead Reception Jun. 2012 (above) 
 

World Bank-supported Global Forum on Law, Justice and 

Development. In July this year, the group was honored to be 

invited to join then about 85 institutions (now 103) as an 

intellectual partner to the World Bank-supported Global Forum 
on Law, Justice and Development. The Forum is a permanent 

resource on poverty reduction and economic development to which 

the group will annually contribute its winning essays among other 
involvement. (www.globalforumljd.org) 

 
New York meets Lex:lead Ambassador. One highlight in a full 

year was that, in October, the group was able to meet one of its 

first scholarship winners, Ms Sousena Kebede Tefera (Ethiopia) 

in person when she travelled to the United States for a program at 
Harvard University. Lex:lead hosted Ms Kebede Tefera in New York 

6-7 October which provided a memorable opportunity to meet one 
of the group’s remarkable young lawyers from around the world! 

 
Launch 2012. In September, the group launched this year’s essay 

competition on the question: How can law enhance access to 
finance in developing countries to reduce poverty? Announced 

throughout the world’s least developed countries, applications have 
been received from across Africa and Asia for the competition. 

Student essays are due 31 December 2012, with up to five (5) 

winners this time to be announced at our annual meeting, 26-27 
January 2013. Good luck to all applicants, and Happy New 

Year! 

 

mailto:contact@lex-lead.org
http://www.lex-lead.org/
http://www.stowefoto.com/

