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Based on 2 CFR Subtitle A Chapter I Part 25 Subpart A (specifically 
sections 25.100–25.110), and guidance from SAM.gov/GSA.gov, registration 
for U.S. Federal financial assistance is free. This regulation establishes the 
Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) and System for Award Management 
(SAM.gov) as the official, no-cost repositories for entity information, 
covering both domestic and international organizations.  
 

Key Takeaways on Fees and Regulations 
• No Registration Fees: There is absolutely no charge to obtain a 

Unique Entity ID (UEI), register your entity, or maintain your 
registration at SAM.gov. 

• Applicability (2 CFR 25.105): These rules apply to all applicants for 
and recipients of Federal financial assistance (grants, cooperative 
agreements, loans), unless exempted. 

• Third-Party Scams: While third-party companies may charge fees to 
help with the registration process, the government does not charge 
for this service. 

• Annual Update Requirement: Recipients must update their 
SAM.gov registration at least annually from the date of initial 
registration to keep it active.  

 

Global/International Entities and Exemptions (2 CFR 
25.110)  

https://pioussainc.com/self-study-laws
https://sam.gov/


Under 2 CFR 25.110, foreign organizations or foreign public entities 
performing work outside the United States may be exempt from the 
requirement to register in SAM.gov, but they are not exempt from the 
requirement to obtain a UEI.  

• Exceptions for Foreign Entities: A Federal agency may exempt a 
foreign entity from full registration if the award is less than $25,000, 
or in certain cases for awards less than $500,000, if compliance is 
deemed impractical, provided they obtain a UEI. 

• Non-Applicability: The requirement to register in SAM.gov does not 
apply to individuals who apply for or receive federal financial 
assistance as a natural person.  

 

Consequences of Noncompliance (2 CFR 25.205) 
If an entity is required to register but fails to do so (and is not exempted), 
the Federal agency may:  

1. Not issue a federal award or amend an existing one. 
2. Make a federal award to another applicant.  

For official, free registration, use only the SAM.gov website. If interested 
party’s can’t pay, then continue with the registration in full without the 
payment, it will be allowed. 
 
The laws in the chapters also explains the affairs matters of the, ALL, 
financial institutions must assist fully with financial assistance for those in 
need of financial assistance and authentication of the awards transparency, 
genuine, real monetary assistance award. 
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