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Get Your Message Heard!
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Hey There !!!

Place YOUR Ad Here
on the
World Wide Web

/8 Page $40

o /4 page $65
Everyone will read it. 1/2 page $80

YOU just did! per month

Call to Find Out HOW!
480-825-7455

Evil Twin Custom Cycles

Custom Builds * Repairs * Maintenance

10% Labor Special in June and July
Hours: Monday - Friday 8a - 5:30pm, Saturday 8a - 1pm.

Harley Extended Warranty Specialist

» Build Kit bikes * Engine Rebuilds

» Service all H-D Products - Tranny Rebuilds COME RIDERS Become

[ : [UWRINEN STANDING FOR THOSE a Patriot
B o WHo SToop FOorR US [IRSeatRi

- Collision Repair » Tuning . — ,
N 2 “The Patriot Guard Riders is a 100% Volunteer, Federally registered 501(c)3
- Work With All Insurance - Mount and Balance Tires non-profit organization which ensures dignity and respect at memorial

services honoring Fallen Military Heroes, First Responders and Honorably
ll' 8 0 '7 8 4 b O 04 0 Discharged Veterans.”

We don’t care what you ride or if you ride, what your political views are, or
whether you’re a hawk or a dove. It is not a requirement that you be a veteran.

58 N. Countr )4 Cl Ub, Mesa AZ It doesn’t matter where you’re from or what your income is.

The only prerequisite is Respect.

http://eviltwincustomcycle.com/

“Joining” means you are added to our email list for the notification of
upcoming missions. Just follow this link and register. http://www.azpgr.org/
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covip-19 LAUNDRY compliant

We are open regular business hours,
helping keep your family safe!

« Following the Center for Disease Control (CDC) recommendations,
families should observe high levels of cleanliness and hygiene, including
regular clothes washing during the pandemic.

o Our commercial washers combined with hot water and proper deter-
gent can flush out contaminants. Our commercial dryers deliver proper
heating to further protect your garments.

o In keeping With CDC recommendations of enhanced cleaning of
high-touch hard surfaces, we are committed to providing our customers
with the cleanest and safest environment to wash their clothes.

« Thank you for allowing SEL help you in these stressful times.

LAUNDROMATS ARE ESSENTIAL SERVICES

State-of-the-Art Laundromat, Bright, Clean, & Air-Conditioned

Friendly Stafl ready to assist you at all times,
Open from 6:00 am to 8:00 pm Every Day! Last wash at 7:00 pm

Use us for all of your laundry needs & services.
= 20 to 90Ib. Washers for big loads

Tif::ﬂf’ﬁ‘; rf;‘," g:‘" » 50lb Dryers that dry in holf the time
_,,Eﬂmfw,-"ﬂ"gﬂ g = Egsy card system - no quarters needed
*The Best » Drop aff cleaning & ironing service

Laundromat * Business accounts availoble
of * Loundry soaps & accessories available
Apache function

= Free WiFi, coffee, DirectTV and sports
* Separate customer area & kids area

Award”

6840 N. 27th Ave:

Phoenix, AZ
{2 blocks west of I-17,
on Glendale Ave}

602-242-2345 &/

. BARIS OPEN 8am-2am
: \@« _ ~7 DAYS A WEEK (
and FOOD is SERVED starting at
5“3 \\11am DAILY, 8am on SUNDAYS
- | Take Out Orders Available
. Facebook o -
Homemade Lunch Specials

$3.50 Rum Day All Day! $4.50 Crown, all flavors 7pm-2am

Texas Hold’em AND Pool Tournament 7pm
House Matches 100%

Chicken Enchiladas $5.99
$2.50 Margaritas
Texas Hold'em 7pm

Loaded Philly Fries
$4.50 Jack Daniels 7pm-2am
$4.50 Blue Moon Mugs 7pm-2am

FREE Breakfast
w/ purchase of 2 drink minimum [starts 8am]
Chicken or Beef Quesadillas
Pool Tournament 1pm, House Matches 100%
$5.50 Bloody Mary Mugs, $3 Mimosas

KARAOKE 9pm

Jumbo Wings, 8for $5.49
$1 off any Call Liquor

Ladies Day All Day
$3 Fireball, Wine, & 3 Olive Vodka
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We Carry The Largest Selection Lowest
Prices In The Valley
Family Owned & Operated Since 2002

PATCH SEWING
DONE WHILE YOU WAIT
CUSTOM EMBROIDERY

Fast Turn Around with NO minimum Order

ALTERATIONS &
REPAIRS
Everything Done In Store

Shop online www.arizonabikerleathers.com
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram
@arizonabikerleathers

“Marcta, Mavia Marcla! v : _r' !
1928-733-8431 &

Let Marcia,
Marcia, Marcia!

s
928 -733-8
ity

put her
20+ Years of LAk HAASUCITY
. ROPERTIE
Experience > 7
to Work 23.733 8431
for YOU! =

-THE CITV 0" FUN,
RELAXATION
Sun & CALL

=

EGUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

REALTOR

- iy

LAKE HavASU CITY

ROPERTIE

> >

Realtors are an
‘Essential
Business’,

WooHooS0LD.com

Thinking about
selling or buying
a home in
Lake Havasu?

Call Today
MarciaSelisHavasu.com
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Motors, Manes, & Miracles

Healing With Horsepower! The in-
augural Motors, Manes, & Miracles
fundraiser took place on Saturday Febru-
ary 29 at Superstition Harley-Davidson. It
was a benefit for the Manes & Miracles
organization, based in San Tan Valley.

Manes & Miracles is a therapy facility
which employees a unique approach to ad-
dressing challenges faced by individuals
who have physical, mental, and emotional
disabilities. With the use of equine-assist-
ed therapy, Manes & Miracles follows the
path of caregivers who have been includ-
ing horses among their methods since the
1940s & before. M&M'’s therapy partic-
ipants include children, first responders,
and active or retired military personnel.

This day’s event started at the Manes
& Miracles Ranch on Friend Avenue in
San Tan Valley; with breakfast, games, &
the opportunity to meet some of the fami-
lies and horses. From there, 65 riders de-

'
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parted on a ride of about 60 miles. Stops
were at River Bottom Grill in Florence,
Wahoos Restaurant in Gold Canyon,
and the Hitching Post Saloon in Apache
Junction before arriving at Superstition
H-D located at 2910 W. Apache Trail in
Apache Junction.

The afternoon at SHD had music,
lunch, bounce houses & other inflatable
fun for the kids, a therapy horse to meet,
carnival games, face painting, & more.
There was an impressive collection of
raffle & silent auction items.

Thanks go out to the Shot Gun LEMC
for their support; with about 50 members
& friends attending.

Manes and Miracles is a non-profit
501(c)(3) organization, operated by Vol-
unteers. None of the officers or directors
of the organization take a salary. Monies
donated go toward care of the horses,
upkeep & improvements of the facility,

June 2020 =

and other projects that will benefit the
children and adults they serve. This day
raised $8,000 for M&M.

This was the first time that Supersti-
tion HD worked with Manes & Miracles.
Brina, SHD’s event coordinator, was im-
pressed with how well the event came to-
gether & noted that next year’s fundraiser
is already being planned.

Learn more about Manes & Miracles,
their services, how to make a donation
or volunteer by visiting online at https://
manesandmiraclesaz.org/ You can also
call 480-359-6470 or email manesand-
miracles@gmail.com

Congratulations on a successful day!
Thank you Brina for your help with this
article ©

Betsy
Photos by Randy Anagnostis
See more photos by clicking on the title
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13833 N. 19t Ave
Phoenix, Arizona 85023
602-843-5847

’  MONDAY — SATURDAY 9am — 6pm  SUNDAY - CLOSED

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP

Jackets - Chaps - Leather Vests - Denim Vests - Patches
Tool Bags - Saddle Bags - Travel Bags - Eye Wear

T-Shirts & Tanks - Face Masks - Helmets - Gloves
uch More

Shop online
www.arizonabikerleathers.com
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram
@arizonabikerleathers
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media vault

82 LAW TIGERS

MOTORCYCLE LAWYERS

Motorcycle Accident?
Call 1-800-Law Tigers | LawTigers.com
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Editors Column
Hello AriZona Riders!

On the cover .... Another beautiful stretch
of desert, this time on Bush Highway. No
matter how often we ride this road, it always
remains a favorite.

Finding the right words to talk about what |
all is going on in the world right now is diffi- & G
cult. Everything happening is SO BEYOND &= —=
motorcycling. The last time I felt this loss for words, words
that would be considered ‘appropriate’, was just after 9/11...
The big picture was SO big and encompassed SO much that
what we were doing felt kind of frivolous in a time when
frivolity had no place.

We read a very good presentation about the expression that
some of our public figures have been throwing around, that
“we are all in this together” and “we’re in the same boat”.
But are we? Really? Some are in luxury yachts and others are
on a raft with {if they’re lucky} maybe one oar left. There’s
no need to reinvent the wheel here when there is well said
commentary available. You’ll find it as our closing page this
month.

There’s QUITE a list of topics firing people up lately ...
Masks or no masks. Virus believer or disbeliever. Lockdown
or No Lockdown. Quarantine or No Quarantine. There are
people on both sides of these issues who are passionate about
their position. Peaceful Protesters are being lumped into the
same category as Rioters & Looters. Seeds are being sown
that have potential to bloom into civil war.

It is up to each of us to maintain civil UNITY despite
our differences. THAT’S what will make us BETTER than
the rioters who are doing NOTHING to further the message
they portray to be supporting. They are simple, mindless,
shit-disturbers who are pawns in a picture that is far larger
than they have the ability to comprehend.

Everyone has the Right to live in fear OR to learn more
about what is scaring them.

AZ Rider Motorcycle News & Entertainment
P O Box 7375, Mesa, AZ 85216-7375
Phone 480-825-7455

Owner / Publisher: Arizona Rider LLC
Editors: Bruce & Betsy Newkirk

June 2020 & Volume 22, Issue 6 = 247th edition
Editor@AZRiderSouthwest.com
https://AZRiderSouthwest.com

This Month’s Contributors: Advertising: Bruce & Betsy
Bill Bish ~ NCOM
Brina
Ernie Lizarraga
James Corbett
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AZ Rider Motorcycle News {AZR} is published twelve times per year.
Submissions of articles, photos, and other interesting stuff are always
welcome and will be considered for future issues. Deadline for submissions
is the 15th of each month. By submitting material for publication, you are
certifying that it is an original work, and not infringing upon others’ property;
unless otherwise stated and properly annotated. We reserve the right to
edit submissions for content and length. Photos submitted for publication
are received with an implied consent to use them. We apologize in advance
if we use your picture against your wishes, but assume no responsibility in
doing so.

The opinions expressed herein are exclusively those of the contributors
and/or advertisers, and do not necessarily reflect the position of AZ Rider
Motorcycle News.

We accept no responsibility for the accuracy or content of submitted
advertisements. We offer no guarantees or endorsements regarding
advertisements herein. Caveat emptor - let the buyer beware.

Reprints with permission of the publisher and with attribution.
AZ Rider Motorcycle News is an independent publication with no

affiliation to any motorcycling club.
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While these pages are primarily motorcy-
cle related, yes, we do occasionally take a detour
into areas of information that pertain to the rest
of the world as it matters to us as citizens overall
¥ rather than just as riders.

For those of you who are ok with that...
| you may recognize the return of our ‘State of
America’ column. For those who prefer motor-
cycle-content only ~ just skip page 12 ©

It may be of no interest to you.

We saw a couple out riding LITERALLY with shorts &
flip flop sandals. OMG I cringed as the possibilities crossed
my mind! I guess they thought the helmets they were wearing
would be enough safety gear for their outing.

AriZona’s summer heat on the Valley floor presents seri-
ous issues for riders to address. And it seems to be coming
on sooner this year, or maybe it’s just me. If you choose to
ride during these months, we recommend getting some type of
cooling gear; neck wraps, caps, & vests. Obviously we hope
you’ll start by checking in with our Advertisers to purchase
these. Ride early, stay hydrated, trade your black tee for long-
sleeved white. Keep your clothes ON. Avoid the temptation
to ride in shorts and sandals. It’s a foolish choice any time
of year, but at 110+° temps you definitely do not want to go
down and be on the pavement with nothing between you and
the asphalt. [Try walking to your mailbox barefoot at 110°]
The signs of heat exhaustion and dehydration can come on
quickly. Get off the road at first signs of headache or light-
headedness. By reviewing your hot weather protocols, it can
be a safe and enjoyable summer of riding.

A reminder as you read these online pages -- when you see
text underlined, it indicates a live link. If you read a URL or
email edress, those will be active as well.

AND another reminder... this one about our online pages.
They have always been formatted to fit a standard 8.5x11”
page in your home or office printer. Download & open the
.pdf file. In your printer settings select ‘Shrink to page size’ or
‘Shrink oversized pages’ or a similar option. Once the pages
are in the catcher tray just staple or clip ‘em together. They
are ready for the throne room, coffee corner, nightstand, or
soon ©

There are a few events going forward this month. Check
out the details on the Calendar page. We hope some of you
have the opportunity to get out & have some FUN ... either at
these gatherings or ones of your own making.

Ride safely, choose wisely, stay sane, &

Keep Your Butts On Your Putts! gw“ V4 gm?’
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THE AIM/NCOM MOTORCYCLE
E-NEWS SERVICE is brought to
you by Aid to Injured Motorcyclists
(A.I.M.) and the National Coalition of
Motorcyclists (NCOM), and is
sponsored by the
Law Offices of Richard M. Lester.

If you’ve been involved in any kind of
accident, call us at 1-(800) ON-A-BIKE
or visit www.ON-A-BIKE.com.

NCOM BIKER NEWSBYTES
Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish,
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

RIDING BACK FROM COVID-19

All 50 states are now in various stages
of reopening, and along with restrictions be-
ing lifted and the COVID-19 curve flattening,
hopes for more normalcy are high; and none
higher than amongst the motorcycling com-
munity.

Most industries have been hit hard by the
global pandemic, and motorcycle sales and
production have been among the most im-
pacted, with factories shut down, dealerships
closed, events cancelled or postponed, and
even ridership restricted in many parts of the
world.

Rules around travel and mixing in groups
are being relaxed because new infections

of the Coronavirus are declining and within
the capabilities of the health system to cope,
and soon groups will be able to ride togeth-
er again, and gather at their local watering
holes, maintaining social distancing and ob-
serving other safety protocols, of course.

Around the globe, motorcycle manufac-
turers and the supply chain are reopening
production, shops and dealerships are doing
business within certain constraints, and bik-
ers are realizing a late-Spring bloom amid the
gloom.

Harley-Davidson is reopening its U.S. fac-
tories in Wisconsin and Pennsylvania and will
accelerate production in phases, launching a
new five-year strategic plan to revive sales.

Looking forward, the landscape is chang-
ing, as major events are planning come-
backs. Americade in Lake George, NY, after
much deliberation, has decided to move their
dates from June to July 21-25. Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina’s spring Bike Week and At-
lantic Beach Bikefest have been postponed,
with Horry County leaders giving their bless-
ing to a July motorcycle rally date. Laconia
Motorcycle Week, America’s “Oldest Running
Motorcycle Rally,” has officially postponed
their 97th annual event in Weirs Beach, NH,
to August 22-30, following a unanimous de-
cision by their city council. The 80th annual
Sturgis Rally in South Dakota is still on track

for August 7-15 as experts predict COVID-19
will have peaked and continue into decline
before the end of the summer.

Speaking of ‘track’, the MotoGP World
Championship racing calendar is expected
to drop the checkered flag in July, adapting to
a new format of hosting motorsports events
with minimal staff and without spectators,
while employing social distancing where
possible.

ILLINOIS BIKER BAR FIGHTS
TO REMAIN OPEN UNDER
CORONAVIRUS ORDERS

A popular 24-year old biker bar near
Rockford, IL has had enough with lllinois’
stay-at-home order, and has decided to sue
Governor JB Pritzker, claiming his executive
orders are unlawful.

Like many businesses, Poopy’s Pub &
Grub is feeling the economic sting of the pan-
demic, and after being shut down by local au-
thorities when bikers began congregating on
his property this spring while ordering curb-
side service, owner Kevin Promenschenkel
hired a lawyer to make a legal run at the gov-
ernor’s executive order.

Specifics of the lawsuit, shared by North-
west Herald (nwherald.com) assert that “...

e (Governor Pritzker) lacks the statuto-

continues on page 8

THANK YOU KICKAZ CUSTOMERS (O
FOR YOUR SUPPORT DURING
THESE TIMES!

WE’'RE OPEN & HERE

FOR YOU! COME

IN TO SEE OUR IN

STORE SPECIALS

WE HAVE A WIDE SELECTION OF QUALITY PRODUCTS TO CHOOSE FROM.
QUALITY PARTS & QUALITY SERVICE—KICKAZ CYCLES!

\ck%

CYCLES

. REPAIR

BECAUSE MOTORCYCLES ARE COOL

REPAIRS + PARTS + BUILDS + ENGINE + TRANNY + CARB REBUILDS

MOUNT & BALANCE TIRES + INSURANCE CLAIMS + AND MORE!

VISIT KICKAZCYCLES.COM + 480-497-3573

STOP BY OUR SHOP 2775 N. ARIZONA AVE. SUITE 8, CHANDLER AZ 85225 FOR COFFEE & WI-FI, WHILE YOU WAIT
EMAIL: HUGO@KICKAZCYCLES.COM « OPEN MON-FRI 8:30AM-5:30PM & SAT 8:30AM-2:30PM
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ry authority to issue executive orders put-
ting restrictions on businesses during the
COVID-19 pandemic, and therefore a cease-
and-desist order issued to the biker bar as a
result of such an order should be voided.”

In addition, only the Carroll County Health
Department, acting through the lllinois De-
partment of Public Health, has the "supreme
authority" vested by the constitution to shut
a business down for health code violations,
and it has not done so, according to the suit
filed in Carroll County Circuit Court.

TRAFFIC FATALITIES DECREASE
FOR THIRD STRAIGHT YEAR
The U.S. Department of Transportation’s

National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-

tion (NHTSA) early estimates of 2019 Motor

Vehicle Traffic Data show reduced fatalities

for the third consecutive year. According to

preliminary estimates for the Fatality Analy-
sis Reporting System (FARS), 2019 data on
highway crashes demonstrate a continued
decline in traffic fatalities. The nation saw

a decline in traffic deaths during 2018 and

2017, and these newest estimates suggest a

continuing decline in traffic-related deaths.
“‘Safety is our top priority so this report

that traffic fatalities appear to have de-
creased again for the third year is great
news,” said U.S. Transportation Secretary

We know your bike.

et ! '
H\,’ \UE

Insurance for all the things that move you.
Get a free rate quote today.

Elaine L. Chao.

Fatalities decreased in most major traffic
safety categories:

Drivers (down 3%)

Passengers (down 4%)

Motorcyclists (down 1%)

Pedestrians (down 2%)

Pedalcyclists (down 3%)

A statistical projection of traffic fatalities
for 2019 shows that an estimated 36,120
people died in motor vehicle traffic crashes,
representing an estimated decrease of about
440 (down 1.2%) from the reported 36,560
fatalities in 2018, even though Vehicle Miles
Traveled (VMT) increased by 0.9%. As a re-
sult, the fatality rate for 2019 was 1.10 fatali-
ties per 100 million VMT, down from 1.13 fa-
talities per 100 million VMT in 2018. If these
estimates are reflected in the final data, the
fatality rate per 100 million VMT would be the
second lowest since NHTSA started record-
ing fatal crash data.

IN-CAR INFOTAINMENT SYSTEMS
MORE DANGEROUS THAN
TEXTING OR ALCOHOL

For a few years now, most new cars have
come with high-tech, flashy infotainment sys-
tems that can control everything from the
stereo, air conditioning, and even seating po-
sition, but a recent European study has deter-
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mined that car infotainment systems can be
as detrimental to a driver’s reaction times as
texting, alcohol and even cannabis are.
Among the results, IAM RoadSmart found
that motorway stopping distances were in-
creased by between four and five car lengths
when the driver was using infotainment sys-
tems. The study also found that drivers took
their eyes off the road for as long as 16 sec-
onds while driving (equivalent to a distance
of nearly 550 yards at 70 mph), while using
the touch-controlled systems -- results that
are even worse than texting at the wheel.
Among the key findings from the report;
- Controlling the vehicle’s position in the lane
and speed suffered significantly when partic-
ipants failed to react to stimulus on the road
ahead.
- Reaction times were slower when selecting
music through Spotify while using Android
Auto and Apple CarPlay.
- Drivers would take their eyes off the road
for longer than 12 seconds.
- Participants underestimated time spent
looking away from the road, by as much as
5 seconds.

“We're now calling on industry and gov-
ernment to openly test and approve such
systems and develop consistent standards
that genuinely help minimize driver distrac-

continues on page 9

GEICO

Local Office

During the COVID-19 restrictions, this GEICO Insurance Agency in Phoenix is open for telephone contact only.
Lobby is closed. No walk-in visitors at this time, please.
They are maintaining normal hours Mon-Fri 8a-6pm, Saturday 9a-2pm.
For new sales or if you need to speak with your agent, call the office at 602-234-3426 & select option #1.

If you have a claim, call 1-800-841-3000

w pnderwrinm by GERCD K leperance Company. Matwoycls and ATY covages arw wsdorwirton by BEID ity Company Matoropdls conmage s wnderwriten by GEKD tedematy Dompany
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continued from page 8

tion,” said Neil Greig, policy and research di-
rector at IAM RoadSmart. “Anything that dis-
tracts a driver’s eyes or mind from the road is
bad news for road safety.”

HONDA PATENTS EXTERNAL
AIRBAGS FOR CARS

While external airbags are not a new idea
in the automotive industry, the new system
patented by Honda is smarter than just an
airbag mounted to the front of a car, and
could cut injury rates for pedestrians, bicy-
clists and motorcycle riders.

Instead of having just one airbag that de-
ploys automatically in the event of an acci-
dent, the new system scans the road looking
for a potential hazard. Once located, the sys-
tem actually measures the target, determin-
ing the size, shape, and location in order to
deploy the appropriate airbag at the proper
pressure for each scenario. For instance, if
a large target is detected, the largest airbag
will fire and the bonnet of the car will raise
slightly and move backwards, an action de-
signed to help catch the person, rather than
bouncing them over the roof of the car. If
a smaller person or child is detected, the
airbag deploys at a lower pressure to keep
them from bouncing off the car and onto the
ground or into traffic.

For motorcyclists, the Honda airbag sys-

tem could help in certain situations, and ulti-
mately the extra crash protection for us and
other vulnerable road users can only be a
good thing.

WASHINGTON STATE
EXPANDS PROTECTIONS FOR
“VULNERABLE ROAD USERS”

A new law in Washington protects pedes-
trians, bicyclists, motorcyclists and other “vul-
nerable roadway users” from careless motor-
ists who cause serious injury or death.

Senate Bill 6045: “Concerning vulnerable
users of a public way,” was passed unani-
mously by the state legislature (45-0 in the
Senate on Feb 12, and 97-0 in the House on
Mar 6) and signed into law on March 25 by
Governor Jay Inslee (D), becoming effective
June 11, 2020. If convicted, a negligent driv-
er could face penalties up to $5,000 in fines
and have their driving privileges suspended
for ninety days.

SOUTH DAKOTA CLARIFIES
CONCEALED CARRY OF
FIREARMS ON MOTORCYCLES

When the state legislature in 2019 passed
its concealed carry reform, often referred to
as "Constitutional Carry," making it legal for
every South Dakotan eligible to own a firearm
to keep it concealed without a permit, it didn't

NCOM Coast To Coast Biker News oo ccsworsise

apply that right to motorcycle riders, snow-
mobilers and ATV riders. So, this legislative
session, state senators and representatives
are addressing that oversight to make it clear
that motorcyclists can conceal firearms while
riding in South Dakota.

"It was brought to our attention that peo-
ple on motorcycles were having a little trou-
ble with the definitions of law and whether
they were allowed to carry concealed,” Rep.
Thomas Brunner, (R-Nisland), a sponsor of
the measure, testified in support of HB 1094.
"Certainly, our intent wasn’t that once you get
on a motorcycle, snowmobile or four-wheeler
that the law changes."

The legislation went on to pass both
chambers overwhelmingly (64-4 in the
House and 33-2 in the Senate) with the back-
ing of the influential motorcycle lobby group
ABATE of South Dakota (A Brotherhood for
Awareness, Training and Education), and
was signed by Governor Kristi Noem (R) on
March 25, 2020.

Dianna Miller, representing ABATE, said
left in the state statute, despite passage of
last year's concealed carry legislation, are
two provisions that restrict possession of fire-
arms on motorcycles and off-road vehicles.
That caused confusion for law enforcement
and motorcycle riders, especially during the

continues on page 10
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annual Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, she said.

‘NAKED RIDER’ SPURS
ATTIRE RULE

A “naked rider” wearing only a helmet
and briefs was apprehended by local author-
ities in metro Manila, Philippines, and for two
seconds enjoyed social media fame, which
has prompted authorities to revisit an “attire
rule” requiring all motorcycle riders to wear
heavy/padded jackets and riding pants as it
would be safer to ride wearing all the riding
gear.

Last year, during a press briefing, Met-
ropolitan Manila Development Authority
(MMDA) General Manager Jojo Garcia told
reporters that the agency is looking to penal-
ize motorcycle riders, including pillions (pas-
sengers), who wear shorts when riding their
motorcycles.

The MMDA GM also said that their office
met with their counterparts in the LTO (gov-

ernment) to recommend the creation of laws
and policies concerning the proper attire for
motorcycle riders; “Protective devices shall
include: helmets, goggles, leather boots,
and protective clothing such as heavy pants,
heavy jacket, leather gloves, and rain suit’
added GM Garcia.

Local motorcycle groups do not agree
with the proposed rule, citing that with the
hot, humid tropical weather in the Philippines,
requiring motorcycle riders, especially in con-
gested traffic conditions, to wear heavy jack-
ets and pants may do more harm than good.

So far, the laws of the land concerning
proper attire for motorcycle riders require only:
a standard helmet and closed-toe shoes, but
it's important to note that sometimes stupid
is as stupid does, and inappropriate actions
such as motorcycling in your skivvies can in-
vite unwanted and unnecessary attention.

NCOM CONVENTION --
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Fine Jewelry Repair
lapidary prospecting

AlYtsma
480-461-0383
480-404-4529 cell

SOARING EAGLE

Custom Designed Jewelry

Apache Trail Swap Meet
9452 E. Main St, Sp #27
East Mesa, AZ 85207

Current Hours Saturdays & Sundays 6a-noon

The 35th annual NCOM Convention in In-
dianapolis, originally planned for Mother’s
Day weekend at the Marriott Indianapolis
East (7202 East 21st Street), has been re-
scheduled due to the COVID-19 pandemic
to October 16-17, 2020 at the same loca-
tion, so SAVE THE DATE and make your
plans now to attend one of the largest and

VETERANS SPECIAL
$2.00 Domestic Bottles,
Cans, & Draft
6am-7pm, Monday-Friday
(must show proof)

Comedy Night Schedule
To Be Announced

MONDAY
Burger & Fries Special

TUESDAY
Tequila & Tacos $1.00
Tacos & $4.50 Margaritas

WEDNESDAY
Whiskey & Wings $4
(select shots of whiskey)

—
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THURSDAY
Managers Choice

https://thebeaverbarphxaz.com

Open Every Day 6am-2am
HAPPY HOUR 2PM - 7PM

AZ Rider
on web, click title to visit site

most informative bikers’ rights gatherings in
the world. More information to follow...

QUOTABLE QUOTE:
"America has never been perfect. Freedom
never is."
~ Howard Kurtz (b. 1953),
host of Fox News "#Media Buzz"

ABOUT AIM / NCOM:

The National Coalition of Motorcyclists
(NCOM) is a nationwide motorcyclists rights
organization serving over 2,000 NCOM
Member Groups throughout the United
States, with all services fully-funded through
Aid to Injured Motorcyclist (AIM) Attorneys
available in each state who donate a portion
of their legal fees from motorcycle accidents
back into the NCOM Network of Biker Ser-
vices (www.ON-A-BIKE.com / 800-ON-A-
BIKE).
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RK Silva CPA PLLC
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http://rksilvacpapllc.com
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Check it OUT! Mention
AZ Rider Motorcycle News
and get
10% OFF your entire bill.
How cool is that!?
Thanks, Beaver!!

AT SEASON'S END
MORTUARY
861 W. Superstition
Blvd;
Apache Junction,
AZ 85210
480-982-7721

TKMC will pay for the cremation of any fallen motorcycle rider

when services are provided by At Season’s End Mortuary
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{some restrictions may apply}

Donations toward this cause are always welcome and appreciated!
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www.facebook.com/brokenwingsfoundation
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How We Learned To Love Big Brother

by James Corbett
Corbett Report

May 16, 2020
Reprinted with permission

corbettreport.com

“He gazed up at the enormous face.
Forty years it had taken him to learn
what kind of smile was hidden beneath
the dark moustache. O cruel, needless
misunderstanding! O stubborn, self-
willed exile from the loving breast! Two
gin-scented tears trickled down the
sides of his nose. But it was all right,
everything was all right, the struggle
was finished. He had won the victory
over himself. He loved Big Brother.”
— George Orwell, 1984

When I started The Corbett Report
in 2007, the idea that governments were
watching and listening to everything we
do was still wild-eyed conspiracy theo-
ry. Oh, sure, the fact that the NSA had
been secretly and illegally wiretapping
Americans since at least 9/11 was, by
that point, mainstream news.

But those “revelations” (which them-
selves were old news to conspiracy re-
alists) were not enough to convince the
dyed-in-the-wool coincidence theorists
that the government was actively en-
gaged in the electronic surveillance of
everyone.

We conspiracy realists could (and did)
talk till we were blue in the face about
the Communications Assistance for Law
Enforcement Act and Stellar Wind and
Room 641A. “The NSA is splitting off
the internet trunk lines and running them
into locked off server rooms, for crying
out loud!” we shouted. “What more do
you need to know?”

We talked to NSA whistleblowers
like William Binney and Russ Tice. We
learned about ThinThread and Trailblaz-
er, and how mass collection of every-
thing was ready and waiting to go before
9/11. We learned how the NSA was spy-
ing on high-ranking officials within the
US government itself, including senior
congressional leaders, high-ranking mil-
itary generals, the entire Supreme Court,
and even then-US Senator from Illinois
and future President, Barack Obama.

We made note of the mainstream
media’s own casual admissions of the
power of the deep state’s spying tools.
We observed how our phones are listen-
ing to us even when they’re “off.” How

W AZ Rider Motorcycle News

smart appliances will be used to spy on
us in our own homes. How the FBI can
go back and listen to a recording of any
phone conversation you’ve had at any
point in the past, even if you weren’t un-
der surveillance.

“Big Brother is already here!” we
warned. “7984 is today!”

And we were laughed at.

Fast forward to 2020, and now no one
is laughing. Instead, everyone’s shrug-
ging their shoulders: “Yeah, of course
the government is tracking us. They
have to! It’s for our own good!”

So what happened?

The turnaround started in 2013. That’s
when the public was given another of its
phony heroes: Edward Snowden. Final-
ly, here was a real, honest-to-gosh whis-
tleblower spilling the beans and sharing
the documents that proved that the NSA
was . . . collecting metadata?

Yes, our wise and crusading Hero
For Truth Snowden shined a light on the
real problem with Big Brother: He isn’t
filling out the right paperwork, or using
the right legal mumbo jumbo to justify
his spying. And so this “whistleblow-
er” (who washed out of special forces
training and worked for the CIA before
becoming a super-duper computer god
with access to the NSA’s internal net-
work while he was in his 20s, somehow)
just wanted to bring this spying to light
so we could have a “conversation” about
it!

(Oh, and don’t worry, guys: Snowden
says there’s nothing to any of that silly
9/11 conspiracy stuff or to chemtrails or
aliens or any other crazy theory, so you
don’t have to bother thinking about them
anymore, OK?)

Hearing his reassurances was actually
something of a relief, even for the people
who barked about how Snowden’s irre-
sponsible actions had endangered Amer-
ican lives blah blah blah. Because, you
see, now we could stop doing all that
doublethink about government spying.
Of course, the government is spying on
us! . . . But maybe that’s a good thing.
At any rate, it’s a debate we should be
having. How much spying is too much?
I mean, there is a terror threat, after all,
and we want to get the bad guys, right?
And you don’t have anything to hide, do
you?

And so we admitted there is a Big
Brother.
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But that wasn’t enough for Big
Brother. Oh no, you can’t just be aware
of what Big Brother is doing. You can’t
just tolerate Big Brother’s actions. You
also must learn to /ove Big Brother.

Then China caught a cold. And so did
Europe. And New York City. And—sure,
why not—the rest of the world did, too.
Maybe not in that order. Or maybe not
at all. Don’t fret about the details. The
important thing is that (say it with me)
nothing will ever be the same again.

You will never again be able to leave
your house without thinking about the
mortal danger that each and every phys-
ical interaction with every human being
on earth poses.

What? Get within six feet of some-
one? Without a mask on? Are you nuts?

Oh, if only someone could save us
from this dreaded scourge!

But wait . . . Whatever happened to
that Big Brother guy? Can’t he find out
everywhere we’ve been? And every-
one we’ve been in contact with? And if
someone gets sick, can’t he just go back
and force everyone in that chain of con-
nection into quarantine? Hey, it worked
in Korea! Problem solved, right?

And so it was that “contact tracing”
was born. And it spread to Canada and
Australia and India and the UK and (you
guessed it) everywhere else, too.

What? The contact tracing apps don’t
actually work unless a “critical mass”
adopts them? Well, then, just make them
mandatory! After all, what kind of weir-
do doesn’t walk around with a phone
surgically attached at all times, anyway?

I want professional health care pro-
viders (and professional contact tracers
and government employees and big tech
companies and their subcontractors and
app developers and extortionware mak-
ers and hackers and everyone else in the
world) to know where I’ve been, who
I’ve been talking to, what I’ve been buy-
ing and doing, and when I’ve been buy-
ing it and doing it!

[ want to be spied on, dammit! It’s for
my own good!

And that, my friends, is how we won
the victory over ourselves. We love Big
Brother now.

This weekly editorial is part of The
Corbett Report Subscriber newsletter.

To support The Corbett Report and to
access the full newsletter, please sign up
to become a member of the website.
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Share your news within AZ’s Biker Community.
Extend congratulations, well wishes,
dolences. Announce a birth or marriage. Is
your GI newly home or being deployed? Send

Community News

or con-—
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Happy Anniversary in June to

Joe & Deb Ferrucci
Jon & Laura Kinsey

someone kudos for a promotion.

idea.
And so,

Happy Birthday in June to

We look forward to hearing from you.
for now ~

You get the

Stu & Christy Dvoret
Tony & Terri Miller

* & & & &

Gone But Not Forgotten

Helen Musselman, Christy Mark Crow, Larry B Holt ~ June 23, 2000
Ken Couture, Lonnie Schleicher, Michael 'Bam Bam' Lowery, DRRMC
Floyd W Pickens, Corliss Ventura-Ditton, ~ June 14, 2001
Jay Galloway, Debbie Strong, Robert Shinn, James 'Trouble' Saunders ~ June 12, 2004
Cindy Gates, Ann Ziegler, Carmen Ewald, ‘Hooper! ~ VNV/LVMC ~ June 7, 2006
Pam Kosteba, Richard Lee 'Bronco' Wood, !
Hugo Robles, Melissa Kenchiova, Jeff Moore, Ronnie 'Worms' Lee Brown, LMC
Annie Salyer, Scott Stone, Amy Baker, ~ June 18, 2007
Jason 'Skillet' McPherson, Traci Victor, James 'Squire' Burke ~ June 29, 2011
Julds vEed Jujmt Fonlk, anber Myers, Cathy 'Sidekick' Krause ~ June 6, 2014
Chewey Martinez, Kaleen Mc, Pamela Smith,
Lisa Poteat Johnson, Joe McPhee, Robert Adair ~ June 1, 2016
Michele 'Stevie' Root, Tim O'Reilly, Rodrigo A. Ortega Saldate ~ June 15, 2016
Darrel 'Highway' Lieske, Joeta Brozosky, Jimmy 'Maverick' Clark ~ June 22, 2016
Jay Connor, Gary 'Bam Bam' Lindroos, Camaro Dave Tenison ~ June 7, 2017
Dennis 'Goose' Lansberry, Sara Rood, !
Christina 'Morticia' Duwel, Daniel Swaine, Rick Beam ~ June 1, 2019
Ed 'Cajun' Leclere, Duane Moore, & & & &

Buffalo Rick Galeener,
Frank R White,
* & & & & F

Tony Miller,
& Chuck DeFlorio

’WWVWW

April 28, 2020 .. Recall ~
NHTSA Campaign #: 20V236000
Brake Pads May Corrode/Detach
From Backing Plate

Potential Units: 3,691
Summary: Triumph Motorcycles
America, LTD (Triumph) is re-
calling certain 2018-2020
Street Triple RS, Tiger 1200
XCx and Tiger 1200 XCA, 2019-
2020 Speed Triple S and Speed
Triple RS, 2018-2019 Tiger
1200 XRT, Tiger 1200 XR, Tiger
1200 XRx and Tiger 1200 XRx
LRH and 2020 Tiger 1200 Alpine
Edition and Tiger 1200 Desert
Edition motorcycles. The front
brake pads may corrode, poten-
tially causing the front brake
pad friction material to de-
tach from the backing plate.
If the brake pad friction ma-
terial detaches from the back-
ing plate, it may lengthen the
distance needed to stop the mo-

torcycle, increasing the risk
of a crash.

Remedy: Triumph will notify
owners, and dealers will re-
place the front brake pads,
free of charge. The recall

is expected to begin June 24,
2020. Owners may contact Tri-
umph customer service at 1-678-
854-2010. Triumph's number for
this recall is SRAN 579.

Notes: For this recall & oth-
ers posted here, owners may
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also contact the National
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration Vehicle Safety Ho-
tline at 1-888-327-4236 (TTY
1-800-424-9153), or go to www.
safercar.gov.

* & & & & F

May 2020 . A longtime sales-
man at Superstition Harley-Da-
vidson 1in Apache Junction,
Flip has stepped away to enjoy
a well-deserved retirement.
His friends at SHD wish him
the very best!
* & & & & F

May 15, 2020 .. Recall ~

NHTSA Campaign #: 20V277000

Insufficiently Tightened
Cylinder Head Nuts

Potential Units: 3,116

Summary: Yamaha Motor Corpora-

tion, USA (Yamaha) 1is recall-
ing certain 2015-2018 XC155
scooters. The cylinder head

nuts may not have been tight-
ened properly and could loos-
en, allowing coolant to foul
the spark plug. A fouled spark
plug could cause the engine to
stall at idle and possibly not
restart, 1increasing the risk
of a crash.

Remedy: Yamaha will notify
owners and dealers will re-
place the cylinder head gasket
and tighten the cylinder head

June 2020 X
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nuts, free of charge. The re-

call is expected to begin May

29, 2020. Owners may contact

Yamaha customer service at

1-800-962-7926. Yamaha's num-

ber for this recall is 990137.
* & & & & F

May 24, 2020 ... Robert & Jeanne
Shinn are welcoming their first
grandbaby into their family!
Kyson James Shinn, son of Jes-
se James & his ladylove Maleah
Taylor, was born at 11:08pm;
measuring 20.5 inches & weigh-
ing 8 pounds. Mother & son are
both strong & healthy.
Congratulations and best wish-
es to the family!
* & & & & F

May 28, 2020 Raynita &
Steve Carlson have announced
the arrival of their second
great-grandchild; Michael
Shane Kirkpatrick, son of Si-
mon & Lorena R. Kirkpatrick.
He weighed 9 1b 14 oz and mea-
sured 23” long. Mom & baby are
doing fine. Congratulations &
all the best to the family!
* & & & & F

To share your news within AZ’s
Biker Community, send an email
to editor@azridersouthwest.

com, subject line: Community
News or message us on Face-
book.
* & & & & F
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Ernie & Friends ‘Finish The Ride’

Whether you followed the news of the
horrific wreck that took place on Carefree
Highway when it happened 10 years back,
or read Ernie Lizarraga’s recent 6-part series
about it in these pages, or both..... Many of
us are familiar with the story of the terrible
tragedy back on March 25, 2010 that stole
the lives of four of our fellow riders ~ and for-
ever changed the lives of the survivors.

Ernie’s efforts to keep the memory of
these people alive includes a ride that took
place this year on March 21. He calls it simply
‘Finish the Ride’.

Ernie marks this anniversary each year.
Riders were invited to follow the path of that
fateful day along with Ernie; all in memory
of Clyde Nachand, Daniel Butler, Dayle Ve-
ronica Downs-Totonchi, and Stephen James
Punch.

We are making our own
Men’s T-Shirts & Ladies
Racerback Tanks
We have a Large
Selection
In Store and Online
Shipping Orders Daily
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The start location for the ride was at the Al-
bertson's parking lot at 18411 N. Cave Creek
Rd., on the southeast corner of Union Hills &
Cave Creek Roads. Kickstands up was same
time as 10 years ago, at 10:40a.

There were about 40 or 50 riders plus a
few RZRs & cars. While a larger group had
been anticipated, you must recall that this
was taking place right after the covid scare
had been announced and people were being
encouraged to ‘shelter in place’. So atten-
dance was limited to those who were willing
to defy social pressure and leave their homes.

Channel 12 News hooked up a camera to
Ernie’s handle bars at the start, in addition to

interviewing him & other people. That video is

available to view here.

Ernie led the ride which went north on
Cave Creek Road to Carefree Hwy, west on
Carefree Hwy to T7th
Street, then north to
2 New River Road and the

‘f“‘"

13833 N. 19t Ave

HERS ~
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Roadrunner Restaurant for lunch. Pulled pork
sandwiches with chips were served ‘take out’
style rather than dine-in; again due to the
covid ‘crisis’ restrictions. A group discount
had been prearranged for anyone participat-
ing in the ride.

After lunch, the ride went west down New
River Road to Carefree Hwy then east on
Carefree Hwy to 27th Drive for a stop at the
crash site to pay respects at the memorial.

Ernie shared, “The Daisy Mountain fire
chief Brian Tobin [he was a captain for Phoe-
nix that | had worked for before he retired and
became the chief for Daisy Mountain] was
waiting for us. The firetruck and firefighters
that treated me were there, plus the police
officer Brandon Epperson that held a blanket
over me to shield me from the fire was there
also. | couldn't help it but | fell apart standing
over the memorial. It was real hard.”

Upon leaving the memorial site the riders
headed east on Carefree to Tom Darlington

5@ Road, north to Cave Creek Hwy, &

W cast to Bartlett Lake Road to fin-
ish the ride’. “When we all went to
the lake it was very emotional for
me pulling up to Bartlett Lake.”

Ernie sent along this message,
‘Hey, | wanna thank you people
that came on the ‘Finish the Ride’
with me. It really meant a lot.
Thank you.”

Largest Selection
Lowest Pnces

Phoenix, Arizona 85023

602-843-5847
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Bold print indicates live link
to an Advertiser's event

For MC bike night listings, visit
http://www.azcmc.org/calendar

6/12-13 {Fr-Sat} 5th Annual Williams Histor-
ic Route 66 Car, Truck, & Motorcycle Show
on Historic Route 66 in Williams, AZ; hosted
by American Legion Post 13. Free event for
Spectators. $35 per vehicle entry. Awards for
motorcycles are: Best Of Show; Best Antique
(Pre-1990); Best Restored (Any Year); Best
Custom/Modified (Any Year); Best Rat (Any
Year). FMI: Diana 928-637-4646,
williamshistoricroute66carshow@gmail.com
www.williamshistoricroute66carshow.com

6/13 {{Sat} Concealed Carry Class at Su-
perstition Harley-Davidson, 10a. Must
preregister. $50/pp. Learn how to safely
and legally carry your firearm. Call and re-
serve your spot today 480-346-0600. SHD
is located at 2910 W Apache Trail, Apache
Junction 85120. FMI: 480-346-0600, re-
ceptionist@superstitionhd.com  https:/
www.superstitionhd.com/

6/15 {Mon} Ride to Work Day - advocate and
support the use of motorcycles & scooters for
transportation & provide info about everyday
utility riding to the general motoring public.
http://ridetowork.org http://ridetowork.org

6/19-20 {Fr-Sat} ‘Where the Heck is Concho?’
weekend party hosted by the Sons of Odin MC
at Fire Stone Pizza. Located at 7 County Rd
5100 in Concho, AZ {928-337-4992} $10 en-
try/pp. Live music, great riding, biker games,
wet t-shirt contest & more. 100+ acres for dry
camping. 30 miles from the Painted Desert &
Petrified Forest. Come party with the Sons of
Odin Motorcycle Club, Fathers Day Weekend!

Wellsprings ——,
Metaphysics Center, LLC

Metaphysical Supplies, Books,
Spiritual Readers, Mediums,
Wellness Therapy, Classes & Events

15

online, click tifle above for more calendar entries and event details

6/19-21 {Fr-Sun} Desert Road Riders MC 27th
annual Great Escape. Stagecoach 66 Motel,
Seligman, AZ. $25/sgl, $45/cpl includes en-
tertainment, events, & Saturday night dinner.
Supports 2020 Xmas Toy Run. Live music,
bike games, & more. FMI: Duke 928-530-
0641, contact@desertroadridersmc.com

6/26-28 {Fr-Sun} CANCELLED ... Friends of
the Kids Ride to the White Mountain Apache
Tribe Children’s Shelter in White River. 602-
793-0614 ; https://www.azfotk.org/

7112 {Sun} Roll With The Troll Sunday Fun-
day Run to Winslow. Meet at Superstition
HD, 2910 W Apache Trail, Apache Junction,
AZ. 85120. KSU 8am. 400-mile ride. Back
around 5:30pm. FMI: TrollsBikerWorld@
gmail.com or 480-346-0600

9/4 {Fri} Motorcycles on Main Bike
Night in Downtown Mesa from 6-10pm.
Live Music, Beer Garden, vendors, & more.
Park & show your bike. Eateries open.
First Fridays September-June. Vendors
call Courtney 480-890-2613

9/26  3rd Annual Pony Express Run hosted
by CMVA 32-1 {Combat Veterans Motorcycle
Association. Details TBA. FMI: Ken Hickins -
623 234-9294, hickinskd@yahoo.com

10/2 {Fri} Motorcycles on Main Bike
Night in Downtown Mesa from 6-10pm.
Live Music, Beer Garden, vendors, & more.
Park & show your bike. Eateries open.
Every first Friday between September &
June. Vendors call Courtney 480-890-2613
https://facebook.com/MotorcyclesOnMain

10/7-11 {Wed-Sun} Arizona Bike Week at
WestWorld in Scottsdale. [rescheduled from
April] http://www.azbikeweek.com/

10/17 {Sat} Bikers For Boobies http://www.
bikers4boobiesaz.org/

11/6 {Fri} Motorcycles on Main Bike
Night in Downtown Mesa from 6-10pm.
Live Music, Beer Garden, vendors, & more.
Park & show your bike. Eateries open.
Every first Friday between September &
June. Vendors call Courtney 480-890-2613
https://facebook.com/MotorcyclesOnMain

12/4 {Fri} Motorcycles on Main Bike
Night in Downtown Mesa from 6-10pm.
Live Music, Beer Garden, vendors, & more.
Park & show your bike. Eateries open.
Every first Friday between September &
June. Vendors call Courtney 480-890-2613
https://facebook.com/MotorcyclesOnMain

12/5 {Sat} Troll’'s Troll's Teddy Bear Run Mesa
collects stuffed animals for Family Advocacy
Center, Mesa Police & First Responders to
assist traumatized children.
https://trollsbikerworld.com/

[Editors Note: PLEASE confirm all
events before heading out! |

The Freedom to Assemble
isa RIGHT,

not a ‘privilege’

Click here to follow
AriZona Rider on

Twitter & Facebook

We are a 501C3 Corporation
Please make your
tax deductible donations
via our website below.

Muotoreyele Riders Foundation
Awareness & Eduvcation (MRFA&E)

Nyna Bates 480-834-4187

1170 N. Gilbert Rd. #115 « Gilbert, AZ 85234
SW Corner of Gilbert & Houston

www.WellspringBooks.net

(e, O

Motorcycling Organizations Contacts

click here to visit our Organizations Directory

236 Massachusetts Avenue NE, #510
Washington, DVC, 20002
(2002 54611983

Promote awareness and
education in the motorcycle
community to improve
riders’ safety.

both at /AZRiderSW

www.mrfae.org

To have your organization listed, send the name, phone #
and website {if available} to us @
Editor@AZRiderSouthwest.com or call 480-825-7455
or snail mail P O Box 7375; Mesa, AZ 85216-7375

From Military To Civilian — A Seamless Transition

When members of the Armed Forces of the United States finish at least one year of their tour
of deployment they need to enroll in the Veterans Administration (VA) program to obtain any
VA Health Benefits they may be entitled to receive.

Please follow this link to our Veterans Resources page,
including the article ‘Seamless Transition’, by
Michael DePaulo, COM
National Parliamentarian, Rolling Thunder®, Inc. ; PIt. Sgt. USMC, RVN

/B

To All Our Dadsill
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We Are NOT In The Same Boat !

I've heard that we are all in the same boat, but 1t’s not like that.
We are 1n the same storm, but not n the same boat.
Your ship could be shipwrecked and mine might not be.
Or vice versa.

For some, quarantine 1s optimal. A ‘vacation’.

A moment of reflection, of re-connection, easy i tlip flops, with a cocktail or coffee.

For others, this 1s a desperate financial & family crisis. How will I pay my bills?

For some who lhive alone they’re facing endless loneliness.

While for others it 1s peace, rest, & time with their mother, father, sons & daughters.

For still others, quarantine means an increased danger due to domestic violence.

With the $600 weekly increase in unemployment, some are bringing in
more money to their households than when they were working.
Others are working more hours for less money due to pay cuts or loss 1n sales.
Some families of 4 just received $3400 from the stimulus

while other families of 4 saw $0.

Some were concerned about getting a certain candy for Easter
while others were concerned 1if there would be
enough bread, milk and eggs for the weekend.

Some want to go back to work because
they don’t qualify for unemployment and are running out of money.
Others want to kill those who break the quarantine.

Some are home spending 2-3 hours/day helping their child with online schooling
while others are spending 2-3 hours/day to educate their children
on top of a 10-12 hour workday.

Some have experienced the near death of the virus,
some have already lost someone from it,
and some are not sure 1f their loved ones are going to make 1it.
Others don’t believe this 1s a big deal.

Some have faith in God and expect miracles during this 2020.
Others say the worst 1s yet to come.

So, friends, we are not n the same boat.

We are going through a ime when our perceptions and needs are completely different.

Fach of us will emerge, in our own way, from this storm.
It 1s very important to see beyond what 1s seen at first glance.
Not just looking, actually seeing.

We are all on different ships during this storm, experiencing a very different journey.

Realize that and be kind.

This 1s a commentary that has been widely shared on social media outlets
about the current coronavirus lockdown & quarantines.

It’s been shared, copied, pasted, & tweaked along the way; maintaining a good message all the same.

A version has been attributed to Damuian Barr; other versions say Unknown Author
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