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The notion of introducing a per-mile
taxation system, as modeled by Okla-
homa’s Fair Miles pilot project[1], has
been touted as an alternative to tradi-
tional fuel taxes to generate revenue
for road maintenance and infrastruc-
ture projects. While the aim to diversi-
fy and stabilize the revenue base is un-
derstandable, it 1s vital to examine the
implications this system would have for
motorcyclists, a significant clientele in
Arizona. This analysis elucidates mul-
tiple concerns that demonstrate why
Arizona should not follow Oklahoma’s
model.

Adverse Impact on Motorcyclists
Motorcycles generally consume less
fuel than passenger cars and trucks, and
therefore, motorcyclists already pay less
in fuel taxes. A per-mile taxation system
would disproportionately impact motor-
cyclists, as they would end up paying
significantly more than under the cur-
rent gas tax system for the same road us-
age.[2] Unlike heavier vehicles, motor-
cycles inflict less wear and tear on road
surfaces, making the proposed tax sys-
tem inherently unfair to this group.

Privacy Concerns

Any per-mile taxation system will
necessitate data collection to measure
the distance traveled by each vehicle.
While technology can facilitate this,
data privacy concerns are paramount.
Motorcyclists, who often value the sense
of freedom and privacy that comes with
riding, may be particularly wary of gov-
ernmental tracking systems.[3]

Financial Burdens
The cost of implementing and admin-
istering a per-mile tax system could be
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substantial. The Fair Miles project in Okla-
homa alone is estimated to cost $3.9 million.
[4] These expenses would likely be passed
on to taxpayers, including motorcyclists, ex-
acerbating the financial burden on them.

Counterproductive to Environmental Goals

Many individuals opt for motorcycles as
they are more fuel-efficient and less damag-
ing to the environment compared to larger
vehicles. Imposing a per-mile tax would dis-
courage this eco-friendly mode of transpor-
tation, thereby contravening broader societal
goals of reducing carbon emissions.

Recommendations for Arizona Policymakers
Exclusion for Motorcycles: If Arizo-
na considers adopting a per-mile taxation
system, motorcycles should be excluded or
subject to a substantially reduced rate due to
their lesser impact on infrastructure.
Consultation:  Policymakers  should
consult with motorcyclist groups and other
stakeholders to gauge opinions and impact
before considering such a sweeping change.
Data Privacy Legislation: If any system
involving tracking is considered, robust data
privacy protections should be a precondition.
Environmental Considerations: Poli-
cies should encourage, not discourage, the
use of environmentally friendly transporta-
tion options.

Conclusion

While the quest for alternative funding
methods for infrastructure is valid, the
proposed per-mile taxation system poses
significant challenges and is particularly
unfair to motorcyclists. In light of these
considerations, Arizona should refrain
from adopting such a system without sub-
stantial modifications to protect the inter-
ests of motorcyclists.
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