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Diear Liz,

I wmte now on the monale wnderpinning the producion and disseminaton of the
Trans-Toalkits, which have in the last few vear: been nsed a: “raining’ books in
many I not all State schools. Thess toclkdts claimm the [Tnited IMations Conrention
on the Fights of the Child (UNCEC) as their authomty. I question this claim below
as 2 former Aember of the Paslismentary Azzembly of the Council of Burope and 2z
2 zuecesziul witmes: in the proumd-breaking ECHE czze on Child 'Ih.fﬁl:ki.ug where I
uzed the Conventon corectly.

I zee the mejor discrepancies I note belowr 23 of such importznecs that the relevant
muaterizls are withdrawm for farther anzlvslz and detsiled conzideration.

I am concemed that these “Toolks® baze Impormant aszerations on misleading
statements such as:

. “Refusing to acconrmodate 2 mrans mﬂd.-"}'mmg perzon could constitote
discrimination ™ {citing Article J)

. “Educaton setings wrest keep the best hmterests of a trans C|:'L11E|."D1.I]‘.'I.E’ persan
2t the heart of decizions mede about them ™ (citing Article )
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+ “Trans and pender questioning children  voung people have the fght to
develop and grow in school, and this article states clearly that they should be

suppaorted n that* (cidng Article &)

+ “Partes should respect the right of the child to their ouwn identity mnd narme
[eiting: Article &)

In point of Gct.

Article & tasks States to ‘ensure to the maximum extent possible the
survival and development of the child while

Article 8 aske Etates to protect the child's identity: “fo preserve fus or frar
Identity, including nagenality, name and family refaifons as recogmized
by law withour wafansid inrerferance”

«  Toolkits contme “When edocaton setfings make decizions zbout a
child /Toung person, they should consult and nfoem the child/ Toung perscn
and ke their views into acooumt™ (citng Article 125

This claimn is false in thar it is a gross mizinterpretation of Armicle 11 Seates
Parties shall azsure to the child who is capable of forming his or her owm
views the right to express those views freely in all matiers affecting the child,
the views of the child being given due weizhs in accondance with the age amd
marny of the child

+ Another Toolkit claimed link states “If a child, voung person comes out as
tran: thers is no immedizte need to infonm their Pa.tr:.'lta.-’mﬂs. or other
peopls (citng Artdcle 16); while

Article 14, 2, states that "Srases Parmes shall respecr the rofite and duifes
of the parenrs and, when spplicable, legal puardians, ro provide
direcrion o the child in the exercize of iz or her fghr [to freedom of
thought, conscience and religion] i 2 manner consistent with the
eveliinge capacities of e child”
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Morsover, the preamble regards che family, a2 the fimdamental sroup of
sociely amnd dhe narural arrviromment for the srowt and wall-beins of all
itz mambers and particulanly ciiildren, should be afforded the necessary
Proteciion and assistance so that It can fully assurne fiz responsibilities
WAL e COITUIT

This is a gross misinterpretation of aricle 16, suggesting a divide
betwreen children's interest and their parents” interast for the child
whersas the article actually says the child shall not be “subjecred o
arbirrary or unlawtid fmrerterence with his or her prvacy, fanuly,
home,.."

In fact, article 3 ("best interest of the child") reinforces that by saying
that Sraver Pares underralps ro ensure the child such provection and
a2 iz mecessary for e or her well-being, taldne inro accouny the mghes
and duties of ffe or her parenis, legal guardians, or other individuale
legaliy responsible for hirm or Ber. ..

The tooidrs stzte *The rghe to infonmation that iz important to their health

and wellbsing. For trans and pendsr questioning children, voung people, this
inchades telling them about the sopport available ™ (eiting Article 17)

And that “Education sarings have 2 kev role in keeping trans and gender

Qquestoming nml.ll:l:eu,ﬁ:rung pecple zafe from bullving, clodine tranzphobic
bullving.” (dtng Ardcle 1%

Addme “Froper acces: to education for tran: children and vouny people can

omlr be achieved in 2 supportive errvircanent that iz fres from bullving and
dizcrimination.” (ctne Articles 28 znd 28
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Article 2 in fact says no child should be subjected to *discrimination of
any kind, irrespective of the child's or his or her parent's or legal
guardian's race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other
opinion, national, ethmic or social origin, property, dizabilicy, birth o
other stams." The term *accommodating” is not used,

Article 3 says “The best interests of the child shall be a primary
consideration."” It does not say the only or central consideration. This
iz a commeon fallacy often used to claim “oemership’ of rghts that
belong to the child.

Eee above, reference to Article 3

Az a general point, the only articles referring to sex are those
concermning the state’s obligation to protect children from sexual abuse
and sexmal exploitation.

identity i a life-long process.

Article 12 requires that States Parmies shall azsure to the child who is
capable of forming his or her oem views the right to express those views
freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being
given due weight in accordance with the age and mamrity of the child.
In addition to this, Aricle 14, 3, atates that *Stares Parties shall respect
the rights and duties of the parents and, when applicable, legal
guardians, to provide direction to the child in the exercize of his or her
right [to freedom of thought, conscience and religion] in a manner
consistent with the evolving capacities of the child.

Moreover, the preamble regards the family, as the fundamental group of
aociety and the natural environment for the growth and well-being of all
its members and particularly children, should be afforded the necessary
protection and assistance so thart it can fully assume its responsibilities
within the commurnity.
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Suggesting a divide between children's interest and their parents”
interest for the child is a grozs mizinterpretation of article 16, which
actually saye that the child shall not be ‘subjected to arbitrary or
unlawful interference with his or her privacy, family, home..."

In fact, article 3 (best interest of the child) reinforces that by saving that
States Parties undertake to ensure the child such protection and care as
iz necessary for his or her well-being, taking into account the rights and
duties of hiz or her parents, legal guardians, or other individuals legally
responeible for him or her...

Article 19 refers to the State’s obligation to protect children fronn

abuse! Etates Parties shall take all appropriate legizslative,
adminiztrative, social and educatonal measures to protect the child
from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or
negligent treatment, malireatment or exploitation, incloding sexual
abuse, while in the care of parent{s), legal guardianys) or any other
person who has the care of the child.

See above, referance to Article 3

Ag a general point, the only articles referring to sex are those
conceming the state’s obligation to protect children from sexual abuse
and sexual exploitation.

Lazt but not least, there i= a wealth of well-establizhed research that

identity is a life-long procesa. Any decisions taken within a child's time
frame in relation to a child's identity needa to take that into account.

In concluszion, I hope that vou will agree with me that the wealth of such damaging
mizinterpratations of the ECHE iz z0 grave that the relevant toolkits and thelr
azzocizted materials should be withdrawm from schocls now.

Yours ever,

;J!:-]rwwvﬂ

Baroness Wicholson of Winterbourme
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