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How	to	read	piano	tabs	on	ultimate	guitar

Follow	us	for	more	interesting	stuff	Your	Guide	To	Alternate	Tunings	a	year	ago	in	The	Guide	To,	16	comments	Can	15	Minutes	of	Practice	Each	Day	Be	Enough	for	Gaining	Serious	Skills?	

It	usually	tells	you.	If	it's	in	4/4	and	there's	only	3	notes,	you	use	the	spacing	of	the	notes	on	the	tab	to	determine	how	long	the	note	is.	That's	basic	tablature	stuff.	It	also	helps	if	you	learn	to	read	sheet	music.	I	learned	to	read	it	at	12	yrs	old	and	never	used	it	again	until	26	years	later.	It	took	me	about	20	minutes	to	refresh	myself	on	how	to	read	it.
It'll	make	reading	tabs	a	whole	lot	easier,	IMO.	Wound_Up	10	·	Mar	19,	2020	04:31	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Softwares	like	Guitar	Pro	or	Tux	Guitar	should	show	you,	or	you	can	simply	listen	to	the	song	ElderKirkus	[a]	185	·	Jan	16,	2017	06:31	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Unless	it's	a	new	song	that	someone	just	wrote.What	do	you	do	then?	Just	guess?	No.	You
learn	to	actually	read	tablature.	It	tells	you	right	there.	

It	usually	tells	you.	If	it's	in	4/4	and	there's	only	3	notes,	you	use	the	spacing	of	the	notes	on	the	tab	to	determine	how	long	the	note	is.	That's	basic	tablature	stuff.	tahoburimo	It	also	helps	if	you	learn	to	read	sheet	music.	

nattylight82	10	·	Jun	17,	2012	08:51	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	You	learn	to	read	tablature.	It	usually	tells	you.	If	it's	in	4/4	and	there's	only	3	notes,	you	use	the	spacing	of	the	notes	on	the	tab	to	determine	how	long	the	note	is.	That's	basic	tablature	stuff.	It	also	helps	if	you	learn	to	read	sheet	music.	I	learned	to	read	it	at	12	yrs	old	and	never	used	it	again
until	26	years	later.	It	took	me	about	20	minutes	to	refresh	myself	on	how	to	read	it.	It'll	make	reading	tabs	a	whole	lot	easier,	IMO.	wadijumezotu	Wound_Up	10	·	Mar	19,	2020	04:31	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Softwares	like	Guitar	Pro	or	Tux	Guitar	should	show	you,	or	you	can	simply	listen	to	the	song	ElderKirkus	[a]	185	·	Jan	16,	2017	06:31	PM	·	report	·
↑reply	Unless	it's	a	new	song	that	someone	just	wrote.What	do	you	do	then?	Just	guess?	No.	You	learn	to	actually	read	tablature.	It	tells	you	right	there.	It	also	helps	if	you	know	how	to	read	sheet	music.	I	recommend	using	good	material	to	learn,	such	as	Justinguitar.com	or	even	Fender	Play.	It	helps	to	know	how	to	read	tabs	before	using	them.
Wound_Up	10	·	Mar	19,	2020	04:35	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	was	wondering	that	myself	robd076	10	·	May	27,	2019	10:29	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	hahahahahahahahahaha!!!!	it's	so	easy.....like	it.....	francisbilly.b.	10	·	Mar	25,	2013	07:30	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	In	the	tab,	the	you	can	see	that	022100	is	written	twice	(vertically).	That	means	you	play	it	twice.
022100	means	E-major	chord.	Since	the	numbers	are	in	a	vertical	line,	that	means	you	are	supposed	to	strum	it.	susopedowaya	And	since	the	numbers	appear	twice,	you	strum	it	twice.	Hope	that	answers	your	question.	Asif	Zaman	60	·	Jun	19,	2009	09:55	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	You	are	a	beautiful	person,	thank	you!	aew99	10	·	Feb	25,	2015	10:45	PM	·
report	·	↑reply	I	still	don't	know	what	^	means	because	I'm	trying	to	learn	how	to	play	nothing	else	matters	and	it	has	\rEb--7^0---	\rand	I	was	like	what	does	that	mean	Trevor	Quips	10	·	Jun	25,	2015	11:36	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	jjmoody2020	10	·	Apr	22,	2018	04:20	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Two	years	late,	but	if	you	haven't	figured	it	out	yet,	I	think	it	was
meant	to	represent	'Bend	up'	fablestorm	[a]	17	·	Aug	01,	2017	12:08	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	rebecca.pan23	[pro]	62	·	Apr	13,	2018	03:48	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	I	run	into	tabs	with	Parenthesis	(	)	with	numbers	inside	them.	Zup	wi	dat?	ledbelly	10	·	Jun	20,	2010	10:08	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	I	believe	those	are	ghost	notes,	you	may	want	to	double	check
though.	xboxzboyz	[a]	51	·	Jan	08,	2017	04:57	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	actually	it	is	optional	notes	Gabe_22	[a]	93	·	Mar	06,	2017	05:46	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	starrstone14	10	·	May	30,	2016	07:37	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	im	still	confused	about	what	strings	to	play,	do	i	only	play	the	ones	with	numbers???	VSBM	10	·	May	31,	2009	05:33	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	you
read	them	left	to	right	like	if	it	has	a	two	on	the	e	string	you	play	the	second	fret	on	the	e	string	17slater.darrin	10	·	Feb	08,	2016	04:02	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Excellent	,	It	really	helped	us	a	lot.	thanks	a	ton.	jaipal213	10	·	May	26,	2009	03:28	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	If	a	tab	calls	for	9b11	what	note	is	bent.	The	9	or	the	11?	Bubbs6960	10	·	Aug	25,	2009
08:32	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	It	means	play	the	ninth	fret	and	bend	the	string	until	it	sounds	like	the	eleventh	fret.	If	that's	it,	\"---9b11---	then	you	want	to	stop	the	string	from	ringing	before	you	release	the	bend.	emaletk	10	·	Mar	06,	2017	08:22	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Some	people	tab	them	with	ghost	notes.	ala	|---9b(11)---|	mr.coolultimate909090	[a]	19	·
May	01,	2017	11:25	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	Im	a	beginner	so.....	Its	confusingBut	I	will	try	and	learn	from	this	Cannyx7	10	·	Nov	19,	2009	05:53	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	what	does	a	*	in	front	of	the	shord	mean?	tawehojojotuyi	For	example	*A	Josiah1	10	·	Apr	28,	2010	09:36	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Can	anyone	explain	how	to	read	the	tabs	with	the	words	and
the	chords	being	played	over	the	words?	pvcuraro	23	·	Mar	17,	2015	05:35	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	thanks,	I	do	looking	for	this,	well	written	even	something	were	not	put.thanks	again.	
mukumuku	10	·	May	16,	2009	12:28	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	THanks	alot!!!	this	really	cleared	ma	doubts....	yuwevemu	im	goina	stick	to	ur	lessons!!	=)	Hemasha	Ramnai	10	·	May	30,	2009	05:39	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	I'm	sorry	I'm	new	at	this...	just	wanna	know	how	do	you	do	when	there	is	two	numbers	one	under	the	other	and	u	ar	suppoused	to	play
them	at	the	same	time	I	mean:	e---3	B---5??	

That's	basic	tablature	stuff.	It	also	helps	if	you	learn	to	read	sheet	music.	I	learned	to	read	it	at	12	yrs	old	and	never	used	it	again	until	26	years	later.	

https://best-books-to-read-all-time.raregamestore.com/17505682546.pdf
https://13-books-that-teach-kindness-to-kids.globalpharmatimes.com/62541767722.pdf
https://best-books-about-the-cartel.mctreadiness.com/puxelepomum.pdf
https://livre-recettes-marocaines-choumicha.convert4k.com/11777103780.pdf
https://maintenance-manual-031734-1.talkhockeytome.com/15885650662.pdf


That's	basic	tablature	stuff.	It	also	helps	if	you	learn	to	read	sheet	music.	
I	learned	to	read	it	at	12	yrs	old	and	never	used	it	again	until	26	years	later.	
It	took	me	about	20	minutes	to	refresh	myself	on	how	to	read	it.	It'll	make	reading	tabs	a	whole	lot	easier,	IMO.	Wound_Up	10	·	Mar	19,	2020	04:31	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Softwares	like	Guitar	Pro	or	Tux	Guitar	should	show	you,	or	you	can	simply	listen	to	the	song	ElderKirkus	[a]	185	·	Jan	16,	2017	06:31	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Unless	it's	a	new	song	that
someone	just	wrote.What	do	you	do	then?	junatero	Just	guess?	No.	You	learn	to	actually	read	tablature.	It	tells	you	right	there.	It	also	helps	if	you	know	how	to	read	sheet	music.	I	recommend	using	good	material	to	learn,	such	as	Justinguitar.com	or	even	Fender	Play.	It	helps	to	know	how	to	read	tabs	before	using	them.	Wound_Up	10	·	Mar	19,	2020
04:35	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	was	wondering	that	myself	robd076	10	·	May	27,	2019	10:29	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	hahahahahahahahahaha!!!!	it's	so	easy.....like	it.....	francisbilly.b.	10	·	Mar	25,	2013	07:30	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	In	the	tab,	the	you	can	see	that	022100	is	written	twice	(vertically).	
That	means	you	play	it	twice.	gumahuje	022100	means	E-major	chord.	Since	the	numbers	are	in	a	vertical	line,	that	means	you	are	supposed	to	strum	it.	
And	since	the	numbers	appear	twice,	you	strum	it	twice.	Hope	that	answers	your	question.	jahidinazuro	Asif	Zaman	60	·	Jun	19,	2009	09:55	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	You	are	a	beautiful	person,	thank	you!	aew99	10	·	Feb	25,	2015	10:45	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	I	still	don't	know	what	^	means	because	I'm	trying	to	learn	how	to	play	nothing	else	matters	and	it
has	\rEb--7^0---	\rand	I	was	like	what	does	that	mean	Trevor	Quips	10	·	Jun	25,	2015	11:36	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	jjmoody2020	10	·	Apr	22,	2018	04:20	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Two	years	late,	but	if	you	haven't	figured	it	out	yet,	I	think	it	was	meant	to	represent	'Bend	up'	fablestorm	[a]	17	·	Aug	01,	2017	12:08	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	rebecca.pan23	[pro]	62	·
Apr	13,	2018	03:48	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	I	run	into	tabs	with	Parenthesis	(	)	with	numbers	inside	them.	Zup	wi	dat?	ledbelly	10	·	Jun	20,	2010	10:08	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	I	believe	those	are	ghost	notes,	you	may	want	to	double	check	though.	xboxzboyz	[a]	51	·	Jan	08,	2017	04:57	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	actually	it	is	optional	notes	Gabe_22	[a]	93	·	Mar	06,
2017	05:46	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	starrstone14	10	·	May	30,	2016	07:37	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	im	still	confused	about	what	strings	to	play,	do	i	only	play	the	ones	with	numbers???	VSBM	10	·	May	31,	2009	05:33	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	you	read	them	left	to	right	like	if	it	has	a	two	on	the	e	string	you	play	the	second	fret	on	the	e	string	17slater.darrin	10	·
Feb	08,	2016	04:02	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Excellent	,	It	really	helped	us	a	lot.	thanks	a	ton.	jaipal213	10	·	May	26,	2009	03:28	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	If	a	tab	calls	for	9b11	what	note	is	bent.	The	9	or	the	11?	Bubbs6960	10	·	Aug	25,	2009	08:32	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	It	means	play	the	ninth	fret	and	bend	the	string	until	it	sounds	like	the	eleventh	fret.	If
that's	it,	\"---9b11---	then	you	want	to	stop	the	string	from	ringing	before	you	release	the	bend.	emaletk	10	·	Mar	06,	2017	08:22	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Some	people	tab	them	with	ghost	notes.	ala	|---9b(11)---|	mr.coolultimate909090	[a]	19	·	May	01,	2017	11:25	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	Im	a	beginner	so.....	Its	confusingBut	I	will	try	and	learn	from	this
Cannyx7	10	·	Nov	19,	2009	05:53	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	what	does	a	*	in	front	of	the	shord	mean?	For	example	*A	Josiah1	10	·	Apr	28,	2010	09:36	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Can	anyone	explain	how	to	read	the	tabs	with	the	words	and	the	chords	being	played	over	the	words?	
pvcuraro	23	·	Mar	17,	2015	05:35	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	thanks,	I	do	looking	for	this,	well	written	even	something	were	not	put.thanks	again.	mukumuku	10	·	May	16,	2009	12:28	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	THanks	alot!!!	this	really	cleared	ma	doubts....	im	goina	stick	to	ur	lessons!!	=)	Hemasha	Ramnai	10	·	May	30,	2009	05:39	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	I'm	sorry
I'm	new	at	this...	just	wanna	know	how	do	you	do	when	there	is	two	numbers	one	under	the	other	and	u	ar	suppoused	to	play	them	at	the	same	time	I	mean:	e---3	B---5??	help?	thanks	anyways!	laurib90	10	·	May	31,	2009	08:57	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	it	simply	means	you	put	one	finger	on	e---3	and	another	on	B---5.	As	for	your	strumming	hand,	maybe	you
should	do	away	with	a	pick	and	use	your	bare	fingers	for	that	song	so	you	can	play	2	strings	at	once.hope	it	helps	kath660	[pro]	12	·	Aug	30,	2013	01:06	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	Hi	everybody	!	I'm	Moroccan	so	I	don't	really	understand	english	as	well	as	you	do,	so	can	someone,	please,	translate	to	me	just	a	little	bit	of	what	was	written	before	(just	the
most	important).	Thank's	!	Anaaas	10	·	Jun	16,	2009	03:58	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	granada18	10	·	Jul	13,	2009	03:51	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	That	made	me	laugh.	xD	Anyway,	thank	you.	[:	BlackRainbowx3	10	·	Nov	24,	2009	09:43	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Use	some	creative	common	sence!	a	zero	means	you	pluck	the	string	OPEN,	meaning	no	fingers	used	to
fret.	
cherijb-	that	is	a	D	chord:	Index	finger	on	the	G	string	at	2nd	fret,	middle	finger	on	the	B	string	at	the	third	fret,	and	your	ring	finger	on	the	thinnest	string	at	the	2nd	fret.	You	only	pluck	4	strings	starting	at	the	D	string,	but	the	D	string	is	open,	so	you	do	not	fret	it.	E	and	A	string	get	muted	by	your	thumb,	or	do	not	pluck	those.	Their	are	different
ways	to	apply	your	fingers	to	these	chords,	use	what	is	most	comfortable	for	you,	without	twisting	your	fingers	in	a	knot.	learninclutch	10	·	Jan	10,	2010	11:54	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	emoRaxtar24	10	·	Oct	26,	2012	12:34	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	edgon04	10	·	Nov	12,	2012	03:00	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	im	nosebleed!!!!!	i	dont	get	it!!!	black_ningyoo	10	·	Jan	31,
2013	01:42	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	thanks..very	vivid	n	useful!!	drvanhelsing	10	·	May	11,	2013	02:42	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	thanks	dude.It	was	really	helpful	abhishek.bhuyan	10	·	May	26,	2013	03:14	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	iAcoustic	10	·	Jun	02,	2013	11:18	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	What	does	it	mean	when	brackets	are	placed	around	numbers.	eg2	(2)	23	(3)	32
(2)	2Does	it	mean	strum	the	\"D\"	chord	Down/Up/Down	?	
puzzlemanbob	10	·	Jul	02,	2011	11:22	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	it	means	you	keep	it	sustained	for	abit	before	playing	it	again	mr.coolultimate909090	[a]	19	·	May	01,	2017	11:27	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	VSBM:	Yes,	you	play	the	strings	with	the	numbers.laurib90:	Yes,	you	are	suppose	to	play	the	strings	at	the	same	time	if	there	are	2	numbers	(one	under	the
other).	Asif	Zaman	60	·	Jun	01,	2009	08:12	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	ang	hirap	namn	ng	tab	T_T	canubas123	10	·	Jun	01,	2011	11:51	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Hi	elsaac,	Thanks	for	correcting	me.	I	interpreted	it	that	way	myself	and	felt	that	that	could	be	the	only	logical	reason	:Works	very	well	for	me	though,	as	I	read	the	Tabs	and	often	look	down	at	the
fretboard.	ddatta	20	·	May	18,	2009	08:33	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	Cool	i'll	keep	this	in	mind.	crazyscorp	10	·	Sep	20,	2009	05:08	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	I	have	a	question:	how	can	i	play	tabs	that	show	6	numbers	at	once?	I	mean,	i	dont	have	6	fingers!!	Or	five!	because	there	are	songs	where	there	this	is	the	case!	Butterflymelody	10	·	Nov	10,	2009	06:49
PM	·	report	·	↑reply	You	must	bar	some	of	the	strings	to	play	more	than	five	with	a	five-fingered	hand.	Google	\"bar	chords\"	or	\"barre	chords\"	to	learn	more.	
You	press	one	finger,	typically	the	index	finger,	flat	all	the	way	across	the	fretboard	in	order	to	fret	all	of	the	strings	at	that	fret.	If	the	index	is	used	on	the	third	fret,	you	can	add	the	middle,	ring	and	pinky	fingers	to	create	a	G	major:e-3-B-3-G-4-D-5-A-5-E-3-...since	it	only	takes	one	finger	to	fret	the	E,	B	and	e	strings.	emaletk	10	·	Mar	06,	2017	08:32
PM	·	report	·	↑reply	I'm	a	begginer	and	I	have	no	clue	how	to	learn	this	stuffWell	if	anybody	wants	to	helpMy	email	is	kristian_castillo@tmail.comPlz	help	me	I	wanna	learn!	obama1200	10	·	Dec	30,	2009	11:51	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	I	understand...	nothing.	ruzagumitileva	
The	''another	example''	is	easy	to	do,	but	all	the	other	tabs	on	this	website	are	different.	i	can't	see	chords	to	do	in	the	tabs.	In	the	example	it's	vertically.	I	see	i	have	to	G---1	D---2	A---2	like	E	Chord.	But	what	i've	to	do	at:e	-----2-----B	-----3---3-----G	----2-----2-----D	--0-----A	-----E	-----???Mind	fu*****	thats	not	vertically	Leila-Johnson	10	·	Dec	08,	2013	09:32
PM	·	report	·	↑reply	*not	vertically	in	line	like	the	other	one	Leila-Johnson	10	·	Dec	08,	2013	10:36	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	I	agree	with	Leila	Johnson	he	or	she	is	kind	of	right	13marissa	10	·	Dec	30,	2013	11:26	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	If	the	numbers	aren't	arranged	in	a	vertical	line,	the	individual	notes	are	picked,	not	strummed	together.	The	example
you've	posted	(can't	tell	if	the	formatting	has	been	retained)	looks	to	me	like	an	open	\"D\"	string	(pick)	followed	by	the	second	fret	on	the	\"G\"	(pick),	then	the	third	fret	on	the	\"B\"	and	the	second	fret	on	the	\"e\"	are	played	together	(tiny	strum).	emaletk	10	·	Mar	06,	2017	08:26	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	But	wait	i	swear	the	numbers	on	some	tabs	mean
which	finger	to	use.	So	a	\"2\"	wouldnt	refer	to	a	fret	itd	be	which	finger	to	use	for	that	note.	Because	the	tabs	for	alot	of	songs	already	have	fret	lines	in	place	chasehit	10	·	May	16,	2016	12:29	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	soz	2	say	this	after	u	went	through	all	of	this	but	wat	does	'v'	stand	for??	matt	bridge	10	·	Oct	06,	2009	11:24	AM	·	report	·	↑reply
tfseverson1	[a]	19	·	Mar	26,	2017	06:01	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	WIREDTOTHEMOON	10	·	May	24,	2009	02:54	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Sorry	ddatta	it	is	to	do	with	traditional	music	staves!	eisaac	[a]	72	·	May	15,	2009	03:54	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Thanks	for	the	comments	ddatta	and	neo14085.	Asif	Zaman	60	·	May	19,	2009	01:17	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	Asif
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Darticus	10	·	Jun	12,	2009	11:30	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	Hey	Darticus.	If	you	had	a	music	staff	above	a	tab,	the	notes	and	tab	numbers	associated	with	each	other	would	flow	from	left	to	right	and	up	and	down	in	a	similar	manner.	Hope	this	helps	a	bit.	eddiehopper61	10	·	Nov	27,	2013	11:12	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Thank	you	so	much	for	this!	V	useful	and
easy	to	understand.	Im	beginner,	please	can	you	explain:	According	to	the	tab,	E-major	chord	is	strummed	twice	-	where	on	the	tab	does	it	say	to	strum	twice?	Thanks	again!	Jacko82	10	·	Jun	18,	2009	03:03	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	this	is	the	e	chord\re	--0\rB	--0\rG	--1\rD	--2\rA	--2\rE	--0\r\ras	the	next	set	of	numbers	is	the	same	it	shows	the	same	chord	is
played	again	issyyo	[a]	258	·	Jul	06,	2014	03:00	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	i	read	the	tabs	for	guitar\r	jhosualuis	10	·	Dec	20,	2014	07:22	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	great	one	that's	way	to	read	tabs	for	beginners	so	nice	master	nights	10	·	Jun	18,	2009	07:09	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	Thank's	dude	that	was	very	helpfull	dansendediego	10	·	Jun	23,	2009	09:54	AM	·
report	·	↑reply	Shredtohell	[pro]	60	·	Jun	29,	2009	07:27	PM	·	report	·	↑reply	nice	lesson	dude!!!check	this	out	before	you	do	it	cyberx24	10	·	Jul	06,	2009	05:01	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	metallica_abrar	10	·	Jul	06,	2009	05:02	AM	·	report	·	↑reply	nice	lesson	dude!!!check	this	out	b4udoit.blogspot.com	cyberx24	10	·	Jul	06,	2009	05:02	AM	·	report	·	↑reply
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