
March 3, 2021 

Dear Friends, 

I write with good news, good news, good news, and other news to share. The answer to our longing for 
in-person worship is now within sight! That is one piece of good news. The number we can 
accommodate in the sanctuary is larger than expected. That is the second piece of good news. We can 
use the fellowship hall for worship is another piece of good news. The other news is that we are in the 
midst of the repairs to the ceiling in the sanctuary. So, what does all that mean?  

The newly-released guidelines from Synod allow for in-person worship using various factors for 
determining the number of aHendees. For Calvary, those guidelines mean that we will be able to have 50 
aHendees for each service in the sanctuary or in the fellowship hall in addiKon to those that will be 
leading worship such as Pastor Debbie, Deacon Mike, musicians, and technology folks. This number (50) 
permits us to meet the requirement for physical distancing between family groups. That news is indeed 
wonderful and welcome! 

Currently, however, the sanctuary is wrapped in plasKc with repairs to the ceiling and painKng in 
progress. This is work that we have longed for as well and have discussed many Kmes. We are grateful to 
the property commiHee for moving forward to care for our facility as we move into our next twenty 
years of service. That work does impact the Kming of our return to the sanctuary though.  

Due to the work in the sanctuary, plans have been made for in-person worship at 8:30 and 11:00 AM on 
Sunday, March 14 and March 21 in the fellowship hall. The services will also be streamed as usual. The 
limit of 50 aHendees will apply. (DirecKons for registraKon follow.)  At this Kme, we anKcipate being back 
in the sanctuary for Palm Sunday on March 28th. This will allow us to have Holy Week services and 
Easter Sunday in the beauKful space we have all been missing.  

The Worship and Music commiHee members have worked with Pastor Debbie to develop a process for 
registraKon to aHend a service and the protocols to be observed by anyone who aHends in-person. 
Those two documents are aHached below. Please review them carefully. It is criKcal that all items are 
followed diligently. Property commiHee has handled the details of spacing and cleaning to keep us all 
safe. It will take flexibility on the part of all of us as the processes are fine-tuned as needed. 

I menKoned the Israelites in the wilderness in my last leHer, noKng that they must have asked, “Are we 
there yet?” many Kmes. Today we can feel their excitement as they neared their desired desKnaKon. It is 
within sight! In the interim, the Synod guidelines remind us to conKnue to wear masks, wash hands, wait 
six-feet apart and consider being vaccinated as soon as we are able.  

Grace and Peace, 

Marion Bish, Council President 
Walt Friday, Council Vice-President 
Barbara Seeba, Council Secretary  

Calvary reserva*ons for in-person worship at 8:30am or 11:00am:  
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1. Reserva)ons will be taken between noon and 4pm on Sundays for the upcoming Sunday.  

2. Reserva)ons will be made through a phone call to Shannon Daugherty, Calvary Office 
Administrator.   No emails, texts, or voice messages.  A confirma)on email will be sent to each 
individual/family who has a reserva)on.   

3. Each individual/ family may sign up for one service for the upcoming Sunday and only for their 
family.  Names of each family member aKending need to be shared, so that a complete list can 
be kept for contact tracing.   

4. Once the upcoming Sunday services are filled, the individual/ family may decide to make a 
reserva)on for the next Sunday’s worship.    

5. Reserva)ons will be made only for the upcoming Sunday.  The only excep)on to this is noted 
above when a person is unable to make a reserva)on for the upcoming Sunday and wishes to 
then be placed on the list for the following Sunday’s worship.    

6. If a person cancels their reserva)on for an upcoming Sunday, the office administrator will no)fy 
the first person on the list for the following Sunday of this vacancy.   They can then choose to 
aKend worship on the upcoming Sunday and be removed from the list for the next Sunday.   If 
the first person on the list declines, we will go down the list un)l each Sunday’s capacity is filled. 

7. In the case of the upcoming Sunday not being filled on Sunday aRernoon, the office 
administrator will no)fy the congrega)on and another reserva)on period will be offered.    

8. ARer a month, we will review this process to see if it is mee)ng the congrega)on’s needs and is a 
manageable plan for worship reserva)ons.      

9.   

Following is a list of protocols in place for returning to in-church worship when 25+ are allowed in the 
building: 

1. Reserva)ons will be required.    

2. Masks and social distancing are required.  Please make sure your mouth and nose are covered.   

3. Hand sani)zer and masks will be available inside the front doors.    

4. Cleaning supplies will be available on the pews for individual cleaning of the pew area in front of 
you or where you have touched when service is ended.   

5. No gathering/socializing before or aRer service inside the building.     

6. No singing during the indoor services.   

7. Parishioners will check in with the usher and will be seated beginning in the front pews with two 
pews between occupied pews.   

8. Ushers will assist you in exi)ng the sanctuary which will start in the rear pews and work forward. 

9. Communion will be available in sealed individual cups with wafers on trays in the narthex upon 
exi)ng the church. These will be consecrated during the service and will be moved at the end of 
the service by the pastor to the narthex.   
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