
Calvary Lutheran Church 
October 18, 2020 

9:30am Parking Lot Service 

Calvary’s mission or purpose is:    
Growing in compassionate rela7onships, faith, service and generosity through 
Christ.    

How do we complete our mission?    By God’s grace and by focusing on living 
into our vision of:  
sharing the light of Christ with everyone    

 

Theme:  Making Christ Visible:   Pass It On 
It only takes a spark to get a fire going and soon all those around will warm up in 
its glowing.  That is how it is with God’s love.   Once you experience it, you want to 
pass it on.  These words from Kurt Kaiser speak about our own lives in the light of 
the Son of God.   Let the spark burn a bit brighter:   Pass It On.   
Psalm 65, 1 Thessalonians 1:  1-10, and MaQhew 21:  33-46 
Color: Green  



TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

PRELUDE  How Firm a FoundaXon 
    Arr. Koerts 

   Simple GiYs 
       Arr. Berry 

Please use this musical offering to prepare for worship.  Center your thoughts on 
this moment.  Watch for the movement of the Holy Spirit in this <me as God seeks 
to bring you healing, refresh your life in him, and fill you with the fire of his Spirit 
to be his light in all the world.   

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasHng, 
whose faithfulness endures from generaHon to generaHon. 
Amen. 

TrusHng in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflec<on. 

Reconciling God,we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creaXon for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 



so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God through Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
From Sundays and Seasons, 2020 

GATHERING HYMN  God Is Here! 
1 God is here! As we your people 
 meet to offer praise and prayer, 
 may we find in fuller measure 
 what it is in Christ we share. 
 Here, as in the world around us, 
 all our varied skills and arts 
 wait the coming of the Spirit 
 into open minds and hearts. 

4 Lord of all, of church and kingdom, 
 in an age of change and doubt, 
 keep us faithful to the gospel; 
 help us work your purpose out. 
 Here, in this day's dedicaHon, 
 all we have to give, receive; 
 we, who cannot live without you, 
 we adore you! We believe! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 



Creator God, raise your throne in our hearts.  Created by you, let us live in your 
image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give 
you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.   

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Psalm 65 
1 Praise is due to you, 
    O God, in Zion; 
and to you shall vows be performed, 
2     O you who answer prayer! 
To you all flesh shall come. 
3 When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, 
    you forgive our transgressions. 
4 Happy are those whom you choose and bring near 
    to live in your courts. 
We shall be saHsfied with the goodness of your house, 
    your holy temple. 
5 By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, 
    O God of our salvaHon; 
you are the hope of all the ends of the earth 
    and of the farthest seas. 
6 By your[a] strength you established the mountains; 
    you are girded with might. 
7 You silence the roaring of the seas, 
    the roaring of their waves, 
    the tumult of the peoples. 
8 Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by your signs; 
you make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy. 
9 You visit the earth and water it, 
    you greatly enrich it; 
the river of God is full of water; 
    you provide the people with grain, 
    for so you have prepared it. 
10 You water its furrows abundantly, 
    se\ling its ridges, 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+65&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14867a


so]ening it with showers, 
    and blessing its growth. 
11 You crown the year with your bounty; 
    your wagon tracks overflow with richness. 
12 The pastures of the wilderness overflow, 
    the hills gird themselves with joy, 
13 the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 
    the valleys deck themselves with grain, 
    they shout and sing together for joy.  (NRSV) 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

1 Thessalonians 1:  1-10 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  

Grace to you and peace. 

2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and menHon you in our prayers, 
constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor 
of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers 
and sisters[a] beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of 
the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit 
and with full convicHon; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be 
among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in 
spite of persecuHon you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7 so 
that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For 
the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have 
no need to speak about it. 9 For the people of those regions[b] report about us 
what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, 
to serve a living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 
raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.  
(NRSY) 

The Word of the Lord 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Thessalonians+1%253A++1-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29548a
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Thessalonians+1%253A++1-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29553b


Thanks be to God 

MaQhew 21:  33-46,  

Parable of the Evil Farmers.  33 “Now listen to another story. A certain landowner 
planted a vineyard, built a wall around it, dug a pit for pressing out the grape 
juice, and built a lookout tower. Then he leased the vineyard to tenant farmers 
and moved to another country. 34 At the Xme of the grape harvest, he sent his 
servants to collect his share of the crop. 35 But the farmers grabbed his servants, 
beat one, killed one, and stoned another. 36 So the landowner sent a larger 
group of his servants to collect for him, but the results were the same. 

37 “Finally, the owner sent his son, thinking, ‘Surely they will respect my son.’ 

38 “But when the tenant farmers saw his son coming, they said to one another, 
‘Here comes the heir to this estate. Come on, let’s kill him and get the estate for 
ourselves!’ 39 So they grabbed him, dragged him out of the vineyard, and 
murdered him.  40 “When the owner of the vineyard returns,” Jesus asked, “what 
do you think he will do to those farmers?” 

41 The religious leaders replied, “He will put the wicked men to a horrible death 
and lease the vineyard to others who will give him his share of the crop a]er each 
harvest.” 

42 Then Jesus asked them, “Didn’t you ever read this in the Scriptures? 

‘The stone that the builders rejected has now become the cornerstone. 
This is the LORD’s doing, and it is wonderful to see.’[a] 

43 I tell you, the Kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a naHon 
that will produce the proper fruit. 44 Anyone who stumbles over that stone will be 
broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone it falls on.[b]” 

45 When the leading priests and Pharisees heard this parable, they realized he was 
telling the story against them—they were the wicked farmers. 46 They wanted to 
arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowds, who considered Jesus to be a 
prophet. NLT 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%253A++33-46&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23843a
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%253A++33-46&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23845b


The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY  THIS IS MY FATHER’S WORLD 
1 This is my Father's world, 
 and to my list'ning ears 
 all nature sings, and round me rings 
 the music of the spheres. 
 This is my Father's world; 
 I rest me in the thought 
 of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
 his hand the wonders wrought. 

3 This is my Father's world; 
 oh, let me not forget 
 that, though the wrong seems o] so strong, 
 God is the ruler yet. 
 This is my Father's world; 
 why should my heart be sad? 
 The Lord is king, let heaven ring; 
 God reigns, let earth be glad! 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under PonHus Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrecHon of the body, and the life everlasHng.   



Amen 

We live our bap<smal life by- 
Being nurtured in our faith through rela<onships with other 
Chris<ans 

Being strengthened in our life of discipleship through reading the 
scripture, prayer, and worship  

Serving others as Christ has served us, sharing stories of his good news in 
word and ac<on, promo<ng his peaceful and just ways, and being stewards 
of all that has been entrusted to us. 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all those in need. 

ALer each pe<<on: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we 
pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 



Through your goodness you have blessed us with these giYs: 
ourselves, our Xme, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Use us, and what we have gathered,  
In shining the light of your love into our hungry world,  
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.   

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
LiY up your hearts. 
We li] them to the Lord. 
Let us thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

JESUS’ WORDS AT THE TABLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

THE COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
We share in communion together.   

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this giY of life.   In your mercy, strengthen us through this giY, 
in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

COMMITMENT TO CALVARY’S VISION AND MISSION 
We commit ourselves to staying focused on our vision of: 
Sharing the light of Christ with everyone, 
So that we may realize God’s mission for us of:   
Growing in compassionate relaXonships, faith, service and generosity through 
Christ.    



CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong.  Let all that you do 
be done in love. (1st Corinthians 16:  13-14) 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord li] up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
Amen.   

DISMISSAL      Go in peace.  Make Christ Visible:   Pass It On.    
  Thanks be to God 

RECESSIONAL  O God, Our Help In Ages Past 
Livingston 
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