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Just as the first lights in the sky every morning point to the promise of the coming 
day, Advent is full of an:cipa:on as we see and hear about the promises of God’s 
coming kingdom.   Yes, it comes in a liAle baby.  But it is also now coming to us 
and will come in its fullness one day.  LiD-up your heads!  Open your ears!    Make 
room in your heart and life.   

November 29th 
Advent 1 

Theme:   The Coming Kingdom 
Are you keeping watch for God’s coming kingdom?   Are you allowing yourself to 
an:cipate and watch for the good that God has prepared for us and the world in 
Jesus Christ?   How can you speak and act of that good even now to others?   How 
can we together rejoice in hope un:l the long-an:cipated kingdom is upon us? 
Psalm 80:  1-7, 17-19, Mark 13:  24-37 
Color:  Blue 



PRELUDE  The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 
Please use this musical offering to prepare for worship.  Center your thoughts on 
this moment.  Watch for the movement of the Holy Spirit in this <me as God seeks 
to bring you healing, refresh your life in him, and fill you with the fire of his Spirit 
to be his light in all the world.   

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at bap<sm, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God 
desires. 
Silence is kept for reflec<on. 

Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held capUve by sin.  In spite of our best efforts, we have 
gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our 
neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another.  Restore us, O God.  Wake us 
up and turn us from our sin.  Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
free from all that holds you back 
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love, 
☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 



Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE AND OPENING PRAYER 
Let us pray together.   
Gracious God, through the ages you have sent your promises to your people in 
many ways, through many voices.  In these last days, your Son has come to bring 
your promises among us in person.  Through your Spirit, prepare our hearts to 
recognize him in his many forms, and to receive him as our Lord and Savior.  
Amen.   

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

First Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9 
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shaFered. The visions 
of a rebuilt Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, 
have not been realized. Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. 
This lament calls God to account—to be the God who has brought deliverance in 
the past. 
 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
 2as when fire kindles brushwood 
  and the fire causes water to boil— 
 to make your name known to your adversaries, 
  so that the na:ons might tremble at your presence! 
 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
 4From ages past no one has heard, 
  no ear has perceived, 
 no eye has seen any God besides you, 
  who works for those who wait for him. 
 5You meet those who gladly do right, 
  those who remember you in your ways. 
 But you were angry, and we sinned; 
  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 



 We all fade like a leaf, 
  and our iniqui:es, like the wind, take us away. 
 7There is no one who calls on your name, 
  or aAempts to take hold of you; 
 for you have hidden your face from us, 
  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
  we are the clay, and you are our poAer; 
  we are all the work of your hand. 
 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
  and do not remember iniquity forever. 
  Now consider, we are all your people. 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
As the Chris<ans in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the 
Lord has already enriched them through spiritual giQs and will con<nue to 
strengthen them un<l the coming day of the Lord. 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has 
been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in 
speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the tes:mony of Christ has been 
strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual giD as you 
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the 
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is 
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Gospel: Mark 13:24-37 
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in 
power and glory to end all suffering. 
[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, aDer that suffering, 
 the sun will be darkened, 



  and the moon will not give its light, 
 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, 
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, 
this genera:on will not pass away un:l all these things have taken place. 31Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the 
:me will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 
puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be 
on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of 
the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 
dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say 
to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
The Gospel of the Lord    
Praise to you, O Christ.  
  

  
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SERMON 

HYMN OF DAY   Rejoice, Rejoice Believers 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
 and let your lights appear; 
 the evening is advancing, 



 and darker night is near. 
 The bridegroom is arising 
 and soon is drawing nigh. 
 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
 at midnight comes the cry. 

2 The watchers on the mountain 
 proclaim the bridegroom near; 
 go forth as he approaches 
 with alleluias clear. 
 The marriage feast is wai:ng; 
 the gates wide open stand. 
 Arise, O heirs of glory; 
 the bridegroom is at hand. 

4 Our hope and expecta:on, 
 O Jesus, now appear; 
 arise, O Sun so longed for, 
 o'er this benighted sphere. 
 With hearts and hands upliDed, 
 we plead, O Lord, to see 
 the day of earth's redemp:on 
 that sets your people free! 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pon:us Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 



 the resurrec:on of the body, and the life everlas:ng.   
Amen 

We live our bap<smal life by-Being nurtured in our faith through 
rela<onships with other Chris<ans 

Being strengthened in our life of discipleship through reading the 
scripture, prayer, and worship  

Serving others as Christ has served us, sharing stories of his good news in 
word and ac<on, promo<ng his peaceful and just ways, and being stewards 
of all that has been entrusted to us. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary 
world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 
AQer each pe<<on:  Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 



SONG OF THANKSGIVING  Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn 
1 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,  
 for angels herald its dawning. 
 Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,  
 behold! the Child of our longing. 
 Come as a baby weak and poor, 
 to bring all hearts together, 
 he opens wide the heav'nly door  
 and lives now inside us forever. 

3 In darkest night his coming shall be,  
 when all the world is despairing, 
 as morning light so quiet and free,  
 so warm and gentle and caring. 
 Then shall the mute break forth in song,  
 the lame shall leap in wonder, 
 the weak be raised above the strong,  
 and weapons be broken asunder. 

4 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night,  
 though dark the winter and cheerless, 
 the rising sun shall crown you with light,  
 be strong and loving and fearless. 
 Love be our song and love our prayer  
 and love our endless story; 
 may God fill ev'ry day we share  
 and bring us at last into glory. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Generous God, 
you have created all that is, 
and you provide for us in every season. 



Bless all that we offer, 
that through these gibs the world will receive your blessing. 
In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 
Amen. 

COMMITMENT TO CALVARY’S VISION AND MISSION 
We commit ourselves to staying focused on our vision of: 
Sharing the light of Christ with everyone, 
So that we may realize God’s mission for us of:   
Growing in compassionate relaUonships, faith, service and generosity through 
Christ.    

Blessing 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent wai:ng, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 
☩ now and forever. 
Amen. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE   People, Look East! 

PRELUDE  The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 
Arr. Jeffrey Blersch  c. 2013  Concordia Publishing House 



HYMN OF DAY   Rejoice, Rejoice Believers 
Text: Lauren:us Lauren:, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907 

SONG OF THANKSGIVING  Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1983 GIA Publica:ons, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

POSTLUDE   People, Look East! 
French Carol, arr. Barry Rose    c. 1999  Novello & Co. Ltd., London
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