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FOURTH SUNDAY
OF ADVENT
Today Isaiah prophesies that a young
woman will bear a son and name him
Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s
account of the annunciation and birth
of the one named Emmanuel, God-
with-us. During these final days of
Advent we pray, “O come, O come,
Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based
on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers
appointed for the seven days
preceding Christmas. On this final
Sunday of Advent we prepare to
celebrate the birth of the one born to
save us from the power of sin and
death.

SUNDAY READINGS:

First Reading:
Isaiah 7:10-16
The sign of Emmanuel.

Second Reading:
Romans 1:1-7
Paul’s greeting to the church
at Rome.

Gospel:
Matthew 1:18-25
A God near at hand.
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ON THE CALENDAR
Week of December 22, 2019 - January 4, 2020

Sunday, December 22
8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Birthday Party for Jesus
(please bring a blanket for the
manager gift)
11:00 am Worship
3:00 pm Calvary Symphonic to
Concord Place
4:30 pm Genesis Ringers
5:00 pm Youth Christmas
Gathering

Monday, December 23
5:15 pm Centering Prayer

Tuesday, December 24
4:00 pm Rehearsal for 5 pm Music
5:00 pm Christmas Eve Special
Music
5:30 pm Christmas Eve Worship
8:30 pm Christmas Eve Special
Music
9:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

Wednesday, December 25
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

Thursday, December 26
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

Friday, December 27
NO EVENTS

Saturday, December 28
NO EVENTS

Sunday, December 29
10:00 am Lessons and Carols
Service (one service)

Monday, December 30
NO EVENTS



Tuesday, December 31
10:00 am Centering Prayer

Wednesday, January 1
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

Thursday, January 2
6:15 am Centering Prayer
7:15 am Dove Worship Team
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

Friday, January 3
NO EVENTS

Saturday, January 4
NO EVENTS

NOTE: In case of a pastoral emergency
during the week of Christmas or New
Year's, please call Pastor Debbie, 704-
787-0346. If no one is available, please
leave a message.

BIRTHDAYS:
WEEK OF 12/22 &
WEEK OF 12/29

Dec. 22, Steve Williams
Dec. 24, Lyla Riley
Dec. 27, Alexandra Link
Dec. 28, Michael Boozer
Dec. 28, Mark Daddario
Dec. 30, Larry Jones
Dec. 30, Laura Kelly
Dec. 31, Isabel Jamison
Dec. 31, Jo Ellen Johnson
Dec. 31, Bill Staton
Dec. 31, Andrew Willis
Jan. 1, Erik Depaulis
Jan. 2, Jan Young
Jan. 4, Jim Ramseur

PRAYER REQUESTS



SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR THIS WEEK

Frances Parnell (Lynette Novobilski's
mother)
Jerry Suggs & Kim Blume Suggs (at the
death of Jerry's mother)
Deanette Daddario

Click here for our November-December 2019 Four
Week Prayer List

COMING EVENTS

ADVENT - DECEMBER 22nd
HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS is right around the
corner. On Sunday morning, December 22, at
9:45 am, Journey in Faith will offer a Happy
Birthday Jesus gathering that will include a
freshly cooked, hot and ready to enjoy
breakfast. We will have great conversations,

fellowship, laughter, Birthday Cake and crafts. Please join us for this
all ages event.  

REMINDER: PLEASE BRING A BLANKET AS A MANGER
GIFT

CHRISTMAS EVE
December 24th

Gather with the whole family around
the manger at 5:30 pm for Christmas
Eve worship. This service will share the Christmas story at the manger
with the children, include our favorite carols, and traditional candle
lighting. Special Christmas music begins at 5:00 pm. Join us and bring

https://files.constantcontact.com/99abefcb701/fd96b04f-4619-4c42-abc9-4d9904e1740c.pdf


your family, friends, and any who may need to hear the good news of
Christmas joy.

Gather with your family to hear the proclamation of the birth of Christ,
sing Christmas carols, and experience this gift anew in Word, bread,
wine, and candle lighting. Calvary’s traditional Christmas Eve Service
begins this year at 9:00 pm. Beautiful Christmas music will be shared
prior to worship starting at 8:30 pm. Join us and bring your family,
friends, and any who may need to hear the good news of Christmas
joy.

NOTE: Our late Christmas Eve service time has changed this year
- special music begins at 8:30 pm, and worship will be at 9:00
pm. Please share with others you know that may normally attend
this service.

WHAT'S NEXT AT CALVARY?

Join us throughout Epiphany (January 6 - February 25) as we
delve into a new topic for our church family and our daily
discipleship.

SHEPHERDESS CIRCLE

The Shepherdess Circle meets the first Monday of each month.

Our January meeting will be on the 6th @ 11:00 am in the
Parlor. The program will be presented by Terry Ramseur.

Newly elected Officers and Committee Chairs for 2020 & 2021:

Chair: Terry Ramseur
Treasurer: Anna Thomson
Birthday Cards to 80+ Members: Jane Bost & Janelle Correll
Cards to Members/Others: Cathy Miller
CVAN Deliveries: Doris Hatley
Heavenly Hand Cream: Kathy Schiele
Homebound: Anne Hough

We look forward to another year of fellowship with each other
and sharing our many gifts. All ages are invited to participate
and join our circle OR attend as your schedule permits.

CALVARY'S CARE AND CONCERN

2020 ANNUAL MEETING



Calvary’s Care and Concern Ministry will hold its
annual meeting on Sunday, January 12, at 12:30
following the 11:00 worship. Lunch will be served.
Please contact Phyllis Jessup
(jimandphyllis42@gmail.com (704-455-9430) or Susan
Norris (gsnorris7659@gmail.com (704-788-1249) if you
plan to attend.

The purpose of our Care and Concern Ministry at
Calvary is to offer confidential acts of encouragement
and support to members of our congregational family
when they face, illness, loss, and everyday transitions
that often challenge our faith. 

In the first three quarters of 2019,19 volunteers
completed the following for 67 different members of
the congregation: 

Members sent 483 cards, made 37 calls, and did 60
visits. 
Members delivered 27 meals, provided
transportation 24 times, picked up items for
homebound members 10 times, and took one
member's car to be serviced. 
In addition, they have provided college care letters
and gift cards to 20 Calvary members attending
college and hosted four Gatherings fellowship
events.

Care and Concern offers opportunities to serve to all members
of Calvary. Volunteers can serve in one or more of the following
areas:

Fixing and delivering hot or frozen meals.
Sending cards, making calls, and visits to members.
Transporting members to doctors’ visits, stores, and/or
church.
Picking up items such as medications or groceries.
Creating small vases of donated altar flowers and/or
delivering them to our homebound.
Sending cards and gift packages to our college students
about twice a year.
Helping to plan and present The Gathering (a bi-annual
luncheon with a program) for members over 50.

Come to the annual meeting on January 12 to learn more about
all that Calvary is doing through this ministry and how you can
be a part of it.

mailto:jimandphyllis42@gmail.com
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MOVERS AND SHAKERS JANUARY
MEETING

Movers and Shakers will meet on Monday,
January 20, 2020 at 12:00 Noon in Yount
Fellowship Hall for a pizza lunch and
planning meeting.

Hope all will be able to attend and come
with good suggestions for possible events for the coming year.

Please contact Anne Hough if you should have any questions.

SOCIAL MINISTRY CALENDAR OF
EMPHASES FOR 2020

Every day, the people of Calvary are
putting their Christian faith into action
through the social ministries of our
church. We partner with local and
international organizations such as
Cooperative Christian Ministry, Winecoff
Elementary School, Samaritan’s Purse, ELCA World Hunger
Appeal, The Cabarrus Bilingual Preschool, and Habitat for
Humanity to lend a hand with hunger, housing, and education
needs in our community and world.

This Calendar of Emphases for 2020 will assist us in focusing
our social ministry support for the community and world during
the year. We hope that you will use this calendar to put your
faith into action, live the greatest commandment, and be a
disciple of Christ in 2020.

Social Ministry Calendar of Emphases for 2020
(more information about each of these projects will be provided
in monthly communications).

January

Serve those in our community touched by domestic
violence by gathering supplies for CVAN during the month.

Click the link below for additional information in the upcoming
months: 

SOCIAL MINISTRY CALENDAR OF EMPHASES FOR 2020

https://files.constantcontact.com/99abefcb701/ab063530-ceab-4eff-8354-9fc9f3986433.pdf


CALVARY'S COFFEE FELLOWSHIP

What’s the easiest and quickest way to getWhat’s the easiest and quickest way to get
to know someone better at church? Cometo know someone better at church? Come
enjoy our coffee fellowship offered everyenjoy our coffee fellowship offered every
Sunday morning between the early serviceSunday morning between the early service
and Sunday School (9:3 am -10:00 am) inand Sunday School (9:3 am -10:00 am) in
the kitchen end of the Yount Fellowshipthe kitchen end of the Yount Fellowship
Hall.Hall.

The coffee fellowship is hosted by various individuals,The coffee fellowship is hosted by various individuals,
families, and committees who sign up to serve on a Sundayfamilies, and committees who sign up to serve on a Sunday
that is convenient for them.  that is convenient for them.  

We are currently creating the schedule of hosts for 2020 andWe are currently creating the schedule of hosts for 2020 and
invite you to volunteer to serve one or more Sundays. Yourinvite you to volunteer to serve one or more Sundays. Your
service will help us sustain this fellowship for ourservice will help us sustain this fellowship for our
congregation. Please contact Susan Norriscongregation. Please contact Susan Norris
gsnorris7659@gmail.comgsnorris7659@gmail.com (704-788-1249) to sign up for a date (704-788-1249) to sign up for a date
that works for you.  that works for you.  

Available Sundays are as follows:Available Sundays are as follows:

January 12, 26January 12, 26
February 2, 9February 2, 9
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
April 5, 19, 26April 5, 19, 26
May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
June 7, 14, 21, 28June 7, 14, 21, 28
July 5, 12, 19, 26July 5, 12, 19, 26
September 6, 13, 20, 27September 6, 13, 20, 27
October 4, 11, 18, 26October 4, 11, 18, 26
November 1, 8, 22, 29November 1, 8, 22, 29
December 6, 13December 6, 13

ADULT EDUCATION
IN JANUARY      

MEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP
This group meets every Sunday at 10:00
am in the coffee fellowship area,
facilitated by Kyle Pearce.

ROMANS: A MESSAGE OF GRACE
Discover Paul's faith through reading Romans in January and
February. Paul shone with the light of God's love for all people

mailto:gsnorris7659@gmail.com


in Christ. His message of grace invites us to a new
understanding of how to shine and be the light of Christ in our
world today. This class will meet at 10:00 am in the parlor and
will be led by James Fore'.

FAITH-FILLED CONVERSATIONS: TEENS, MENTAL
HEALTH, AND SOCIAL MEDIA
Anxiety and stress are on the rise among adolescents. What are
the signs? What are the physical and psychological impacts?
The increasing present of social media is proven to be both a
positive and negative in the lives of youth. How can we as a
community of faith support parents and young people as they
navigate the new terrain of growing up safe, healthy and
faithful?      
This class will meet at 10:00 am in the center section of the
fellowship hall. Marion Bish and other experts in this field will
lead our conversations and discussions.
   
OTHER ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES AT
CALVARY:

Centering Prayer Groups
Monday, 5:15 pm and Tuesday, 10:00 am in the parlor
(contact Linda Spencer - llrspencer@gmail.com)

Discipleship Groups: The Body of Christ
Sundays, 5:00 pm, in the parlor (starting January 12th)
or Wednesdays, 10:30 am in the parlor (starting January 8th)
(contact Pastor Debbie - dfrye@clconcord.org)
             
            
Monthly Bible Study for Women
Meets third Thursday at 12:00 noon in the parlor
(Contact Pat Rediehs - grediehs@carolina.rr.com)

Studies in Committee Setting
(Contact Pastor Debbie dfrye@clconcord.org for meeting times
and more information)

CHURCH INFORMATION

2019 CONTRIBUTIONS

mailto:llrspencer@gmail.com
mailto:dfrye@clconcord.org
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Contributions which are hand-delivered
to the church must be received at the
church office by Monday, December 30th.
Please call to make sure someone is in
the office, 704-782-6923.

* Contributions received at the Worship
Service on December 29th will be posted
to 2019.

* Mailed contributions will be counted as 2019 contributions if
they are postmarked in 2019. If the postmark date is in 2020, it
will be counted in 2020 regardless of the date on the check.

* Online contributions must be entered early enough for the
church to receive notification in 2019.

* Online ACH contributions from a checking or savings account
should be entered no later than December 28 for posting on
December 31.

* Online contributions via credit card must be entered by mid-
afternoon on December 31st.

NOTE: You should not file your 2019 taxes until you have
received your year-end Financial Giving statement from the
Church.

MOTION OF THANKS FROM
DECEMBER'S COUNCIL MEETING

David Fowler and Jay Cruse - help
with the Youth Servant Day.
The adults that chaperoned the Wild
Caving Retreat.
Everyone who helped with the set-up and take down for
the Rowan Big Band, those who helped with the children’s
Christmas pageant, and those that helped with the
Christmas Tea.
Karl Seeba and those who helped him take and prepare
church member photos.
Gerry Gehl - countless hours in the office handling the
transition in staff, helping with ongoing needs and
challenges that arise, looking for and equipping volunteers,
and working on our database.



Gerry Gehl, Laurel Gregory, and Gary Norris - for serving
as a subgroup of HR to assess needs for job position and to
create the description.
Terry Ramseur - preparing of our weekly Enews.
Amanda Skinner - coordination of altar flowers and
preparation of inserts for altar flowers.
Erika Barrier - creation of Chancel Choir Christmas
Celebration in song insert.
Lisa Hunkele - cleaning and organization of office,
assistance with name tags, and help with website.
Richard Secoolish - painting of offices.
Carolyn Mauney - assistance with scripture mailings and
creation of name tags.
Susan Norris, Gary Norris, and Karen Norris - weekly
bulletin (copy/fold/ prepare).
Dick Flynn and Kathy Hissong - “I Offer Myself to God”
forms (insert information into database).
Dick Flynn - update of Council minutes notebook.
Kathi Hissong - weekly Calvary connect.
Bryan Gabriel - Council nominee information and support
with database.
Karen Norris - agreeing to work on and update our parish
register.
Kyle Pearce - Weekly slideshow for TVs.

UPDATE ON OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

The new Office Administrator job description has been
approved by Calvary’s Council, so we are now moving forward
with the hiring process. It will be a full time position with
benefits. Click the link below to see the job description.

If you are interested in applying, please send your resume to
officeadmin@clconcord.org. 

Any questions can also be sent to officeadmin@clconcord.org.

We encourage you to share this information with anyone you
think might be interested. 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR JOB DESCRIPTION

CONTACT CHANGES FOR MEMBERS:
Pete & Carolyn Barnhardt

New Address: 229 McGill Ave. NW, Concord, NC 28025

mailto:officeadmin@clconcord.org
mailto:officeadmin@clconcord.org
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E-mail Addresses:  
Carolyn - carolcbarnhardt@aol.com, 
Pete- cbarnhardt111@aol.com

Edith Nielsen

New Address: 1111 Ontario St., Apt. 611, Oak Park, IL 60302

YOUR PORTRAITS ARE
READY!

Everyone who had their portraits taken a
few months ago should have received a
link by email from which you can download your photos. For
those who requested their photos be provided on USB drives
these are now available. A complimentary 8x10 photo has been
provided as a gift from the Seeba family and is also available for
pickup. The complimentary photo along with USB drives may
be found in the table in the Narthex. You are free to use any
print services such as Snapfish or other similar print service to
print additional copies at your own expense. If you have any
questions or have not received the link please follow up with
Karl Seeba or email him at karl.seeba@gmail.com.

SHARE YOUR GIFTS FROM GOD
BY SIGNING UP THIS YEAR

Anyone interested in helping with our
Sunday Ministers in the following areas, please
contact Anne Hough, 704-782-9390 or annehough@ctc.net

Lectors
Worship Assistants

Communion Assistants

Those of you who may have signed up in the past and are
interested in serving this year, please let Anne know.

If you have never participated in these areas, no worries,
training will be provided. 

Please prayerfully consider sharing your gifts in NEW WAYS in
2020!

mailto:clarolcbarnhardt@aol.com
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FLOWER CALENDAR &
ALTAR FLOWER FORMS

The new flower calendar is now available
as is the new altar flower form. You will
find both on the bulletin board outside of

the choir room. 

Please return the form and payment ($50 each vase) when you
sign up. Check should be payable to Calvary Lutheran Church.
The form and check should be placed in Amanda Skinner's
mailbox in the work room, box #11. Please contact Amanda with
any questions.
 
Thank you to all members of Calvary who so graciously give
flowers for our services throughout the year. They add a special
touch to our worship time and are appreciated by all. 

Many of you know that the Altar Guild and Care and Concern
have been taking the flowers, when allowed by the donor, and
re-purposing them for members who are homebound, have had
surgery, or are sick. 

We need your help in knowing when we can use your flowers
(please refer to the bottom of the form). We would appreciate
having this information ahead of time. Please be sure that you
check the appropriate box. 
 
Thank you and blessings,

Amanda Skinner and Kathy Schiele

Thanks to everyone who has returned their statement of intent
and "I Offer Myself to God" forms. If you haven't done so,
please help us to plan for our upcoming ministry by returning
yours in the offering plate or to the church office right away.
You may click on the links below to print a copy of these forms.

I Offer Myself Form
Intent Card for 2020

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Happy Birthday Jesus: December 22nd
Youth Christmas Gathering: December

https://files.constantcontact.com/99abefcb701/c8db8416-3c7b-45fa-9681-bf44a9e24fdb.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/99abefcb701/65a66b94-b59b-461b-8703-626f84622006.pdf


22nd
Christmas Eve Services: December
24th 5:30 PM & 9:00 PM (pre-service
music @ 5:00 PM & 8:30 PM)
Church office closed: December 24th,
25th & 26th
Lessons & Carols: December 29,10:00 AM (one service)
Church office closed: January 1st & 2nd, 2020
Shepherdess Circle: January 6th, 11:00 am
Discipleship Groups starts: January 8th & January 12th
Care and Concern Annual meeting: January 12th (following
11:00 am worship)
Movers and Shaker's Meeting/Lunch: January 20th at noon
Acolyte and Crucifer Training: January 26th at 10:00 am
Worship and Music Quarterly Meeting: January 26th (following
worship)
Social Ministry Quarterly Meeting: January 26th, 6:00 pm
2020 Blood Mobiles: March 29th & September 13th
Next Adult Mission Trip to Fayetteville: April 26th - April 30th

CLICK BELOW FOR NEXT MONTH'S CALENDAR:

CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 2020

Giving online is easy and allows you to set up
automatic recurring contributions or make a
one time contribution and view your complete
online giving history from anywhere you have
access to the Internet. Follow these easy

steps:

1. Visit the church website at www.clconcord.org
2. Click on the [Online Giving] button,
3. Click on the Create Profile button, then follow the onscreen

instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your
recurring or one time contribution. 

CONTACT US
Calvary Lutheran Church

950 Bradley Street
Concord, NC 28025

704-782-6923
celca@clconcord.org
www.clconcord.org
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