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GATHERING AS GOD'S CHURCH
IN THE AGE OF COVID-19

Message from Calvary Executive Committee

Due to the recent Cabarrus County order to stay at home.
Calvary’s office and church building will be closed to all groups
and individuals until further notice. The Executive Committee is
taking steps to enable our full-time staff to work from home. All
worship, meetings, and faith growth opportunities will be held
online by Zoom. We will continue to keep you informed of these
gatherings by email. To honor the Stay-at-Home Order and care
for your neighbor, please do not come by the church unless you
have a specific, essential, reason for coming by and have received
clearance from Pastor Debbie or a member of the Executive
Committee (David Black, Marc Gregory, Lynn Hawkins, and Susan
Norris). We are trying to do our part to limit the spread of the virus.

Please continue to look for ways to stay connected to other
congregational members for encouragement and support during
this time.  Pastor Debbie and Deacon Mike Holt will be reaching
out to our members via phone calls, Zoom sessions, texts,
Facebook postings, and email. Please contact Pastor Debbie
(704-787-0346), Shannon Daugherty (843-340-1883) or Mike Holt
(704-793-6414) if you are aware of any needs among our
members or have concerns or questions.     

http://www.clconcord.org
https://cooperativeministry.com/
https://www.redcross.org/
https://cabarrusmow.org/
https://clconcord.org/online-giving


JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

THE SEASON OF LENT

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his
power over death by raising Lazarus
from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel
prophesies God breathing new life into
dry bones. To those in exile or living in
the shadows of death, these stories
proclaim God’s promise of resurrection.
In baptism we die with Christ that we
might also be raised with him to new life.

SUNDAY READINGS:
Ezekiel 37:1-14
The dry bones of Israel brought to
life
Psalm 130
I wait for you, O Lord; in your
word is my hope. 
Romans 8:6-11
Life in the Spirit
John 11:1-45
Baptismal image: the raising of
Lazarus

This Sunday's Readings

We are challenged to find innovative ways to come together as a
faith community during this pandemic that are both safe and

fulfilling. As a result, all of our regular worship and prayer
services have moved online.

Join us online for interactive prayer and worship.
Mobile users will need to download the free ZOOM app

Please note these are LIVE! sessions and will last approximately 40
minutes each. Click the links below to join any or all of these meetings as
they occur. Following the link at any time other than the live session will

not connect.

You can also dial in to LIVE! sessions via phone by
dialing either of the numbers below.

253-215-8782
301-715-8592

9am Worship Order

10am Worship Order

UPCOMING ONLINE
SESSIONS:
 
Sunday, March 29

Family Worship Gathering at 9 am

Click to Join 9am
Worship

Click to Join 10am
Worship

https://files.constantcontact.com/99abefcb701/cc0ca45d-e05e-4542-b8ef-81cfa80c6735.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/99abefcb701/83a51723-bcb5-416e-bec9-896e4490b0cd.pdf
https://zoom.us/j/812134479
https://zoom.us/j/169541448


Sunday Worship at 10:00 am
Sunday School at 11:30 am
Journey In Faith at 2:00 pm
Calvary/St. James Youth Meeting
at 6:00 pm
Executive Committee 7:00 pm

Monday, March 30
Church Council Meeting 7:00 pm

Click to Join Sunday
School

Click to Join
Journey in Faith

Click to Join Youth
Meeting

Wednesday, April 1
Calvary/ St. James Youth Meeting at 6:00 pm
Lenten Wednesday at 7:00 pm

 
If your group or committee would like to set up an online meeting

please call the church office and Shannon will assist you.

From Pastor Debbie

Our Lenten artwork, ON THE WAY, is a hope-filled reminder
during these days.

I have heard a common refrain as I have had conversations with
many Calvary family members over the last couple of weeks.
They have shared: "We have never seen anything like this
before." Closed schools, closed businesses, people sheltering in
place- this is unprecedented and unheard of. Who would have
ever imagined a few weeks ago that we would be joining in for
online church.

Yet, at the center of our world as people of faith, stands the living
Christ (just as we see in the above artwork). His hands are
raised. This reminds me of how he has called each of us by name
to be his followers and how deeply he knows each of us. It also
reminds me of the power that he holds over all things. God
chooses to enter into humanity's suffering and to bring
transformation and new life through his Son. Out of one man's

https://zoom.us/j/924540505
https://zoom.us/j/3726795230
https://zoom.us/j/375225931?pwd=c0toTllUb3kyWnVxVGZpNE84V3pUUT09


life, death, and resurrection, there are new beginnings for
everyone.

I am wondering how you visualize the living Christ with you
during this time. How are you experiencing him in your day to
day routine as you find new ways of doing your work, living with
your family, and as you look for the joy and gift of each day. Do
you have a visual of him that gives you comfort? If you don't,
consider this artwork or one that touches your life like Jesus the
Good Shepherd, Jesus with the children, or one that comes from
your favorite scripture. An image such as this can keep us
grounded in our life ON THE WAY with Jesus and shed light on
our path in this time. It keeps us connected to the larger story
that we are a part of as people of faith.

For so many, it feels like life is out of sync right now and that
things may never return to the comfort of the ordinary and
routine that we have recently been accustomed. Indeed, for some
people, this is a time of great loss, for they have been laid off
from work or are wondering when that may take place. Others
fear sickness for themselves or for a family member who is in
harm's way.

Nonetheless, I invite you to set your eyes on Christ ON THE WAY
with us. As this Sunday's texts remind us, sometimes, we must
wait for the transformation and new life that God brings us in
suffering. In time, the valley of dry bones is brought to life: God's
people, Israel, are restored from Exile. In time, Jesus makes it to
Bethany, weeps with Mary and Martha, says I am the
Resurrection and Life, and then, only then, he resuscitates
Lazarus and reveals God's glory to all who gathered.

In time, this pandemic will pass, and we will resume our lives in a
more familiar way. Looking back, we will be able to see how God
can use even the disruptions, the pain, and suffering of this time
for something we had not imagined. In time, the living Christ will
reveal his glory to all who choose to look to him for
transformation and new life in all times.

Stay well in the journey and know the hope that is ours in Christ,
Pastor Debbie

Caring for Our Community of Faith

Actions that we may take to support one another
Please think about the groups or committees that you are a part of in
our congregation. Consider people in those groups or committees that
you may call and check on during this time. Find ways to connect and



be together in Christ.
 

Check out AuntBertha.com! Search by ZIP Code for information and
links to critical services anywhere in the country! From food delivery,
to housing, transportation, healthcare and education. If you OR
someone you know is in need of help it's a great place to start.

Did you know that Calvary has a collection of jigsaw
puzzles? They are in the Narthex closet behind the
welcome center, and are available to anyone who
would like something to do besides cleaning out the
closet or garage! While COVID-19 has all of us
concerned and trying to stay healthy, it is one way to
give you a little break from the news and updates.
Plus it gives you a time to meditate and talk with God.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Cooperative Christian Ministries, CCM,
provides immediate assistance to members of our community who are
experiencing crisis in the areas of food, housing, or finances while
engaging them in a series of actions that will empower them to move
beyond crisis. During the past few weeks they have seen a 40%
increase in those seeking assistance. If you would like to help you can
make donations directly to CCM or through your Calvary offering.

The American Red Cross is reporting critical lows of its blood supply
due to cancelled drives in the area. Contact the local Red Cross for
more information on how to donate. 704-782-9022

Meals on Wheels is continuing service for the time
being and for as long as they are able to do so
safely. But they are preparing for the time when
they can no longer reliably deliver meals and will need to leave frozen
dinners instead. Unfortunately they do not have funding for this scale
of need. If you are interested in helping you can make donations
directly to Meals on Wheels or through your Calvary offering.

http://auntbertha.com
http://auntbertha.com


March
29th Brad Schiele
30th Erin Harbaugh
31st George Bish
31st Deanna Teuschler

BIRTHDAYS
FOR THE WEEK OF

March 29

April
2nd William Black
2nd Debbie Fink
2nd Shannon Daugherty
3rd Terry Ramseur
4th Michelle Collins
4th Kathy Meacham

Prayer Request for Week of 3/29/20
Bill Harris
The Waits family
Holland Walker
Mary Faith Strickland 
Pr. Bill Milholland and family ( at the death of his mother Mary
Anne Beaver Milholland

Intentional prayers can be added to the list by calling or e-mailing the
church office any time

Click on the link below for our Four Week Prayer Request List

4 Week Prayer List

JOURNEY OF LENT

This year, we will mark the
steps of our journey using the
theme: “On the Way”. This
theme will bind us together as
a church family during our
Sunday morning services,
during our Sunday School

https://files.constantcontact.com/99abefcb701/a7fefa5f-f36d-42fe-80c4-e6bce3279433.pdf


classes and our Wednesday
evening Lenten services.

Our Lenten Worship services begin online at 7:00 pm.

Youth and Family Programs

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
FOR THE FOLLOWING EVENTS

(click on the link below for additional
information for some of these events)

March 20 - Youth Lock In has been cancelled.
April 13 - Amish Experience, Rebersburg, PA has been
cancelled
May 11 - 14 (possibly the 15th also) - College Mission Trip,
Jacksonville, FL has been cancelled

(Additional future Youth Event dates are mentioned in the link
also).

Read about the following in the linked Newsletter:

College Online (9:30 pm every Wednesday evening).

Calvary / St. James Youth Newsletter - March/April 2020

What's Happening at Calvary?

CHURCH-WIDE WORK DAY
March 28th, 8:30 - Noon

THIS EVENT HAS BEEN CANCELLED

UPCOMING WELCA EVENTS:

JUNE 12-14, 2020 - Women of the ELCA, NC
Synodical Women's Organization 33rd
Annual Gathering, Lenoir Rhyne University,
Hickory, NC

Please remember our homebound members in your prayers and
thoughts by calling or sending cards during this time of
uncertainty



Please open the attached link to view "The Bulletin March 2020", a
monthly publication from the North Carolina Synodical Women's
Organization. Information regarding upcoming events and this month
an article on Awareness of Domestic Violence is shared. This article
gives the statistics of domestic violence, how to recognize domestic
violence, and who to contact if you or anyone you know should be in
this situation.

The Bulletin March 2020

OUR DAILY BREAD Devotional Books are available
quarterly in the welcome center. Please take one to practice one of
the weekly marks of discipleship "Reading Scripture." Additional
copies available in the church office.

Though we may not be gathering in the
church on Sundays for a while, the
work of the church continues, and is
supported by your generosity. Tithes
and offerings can be mailed or dropped
of at the office any time, but giving
online is easy and safe. To learn more

or to sign up follow the link here.

CONTACT US
Calvary Lutheran Church

950 Bradley Street
Concord, NC 28025

704-782-6923
celca@clconcord.org
www.clconcord.org

https://files.constantcontact.com/99abefcb701/cc55b7d3-c855-42bb-8d75-c0d0258c10b7.pdf
mailto:celca@clconcord.org
http://www.clconcord.org/



