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PRESERVICE MUSIC Welcome Happy Morning  Held 

PRELUDE  The Easter Day With Joy Was Bright  arr. Novobilski 

Please use this musical offering to prepare for worship.  Center your thoughts on this moment.  Watch for the movement of the Holy Spirit in 
this time as God seeks to bring you healing, renew your life in him, and fill you with the fire of his Spirit that you may be his light in all the 
world.    

CHIMES OF THE TRINITY 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Let us come with honest hearts and confess our sins. 
C Gracious God, have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned away from you, knowing-

ly and unknowingly.  We have wandered from your resurrection life.   We have strayed from 
your love of all people.  Turn us back to you, O God.  Give us new hearts and right spirits, 
that we may find our treasure in that which is true and lasting through Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord.  Amen. 

P Receive good news:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead to sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven; all of them.  Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen 

OPENING HYMN Christ the Lord is Risen Today, Alleluia! 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   

C And also with you.   

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

C Let us pray,  Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the 

1 Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia! 

 Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 

 offer praise with love replete,  Alleluia! 

 at the paschal victim's feet. Alleluia! 

2 Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! 

 all your grateful homage pay;  Alleluia! 

 Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! 

 now he lives, no more to die.   Alleluia! 

 

John 20: 19—31  
Today we gather with the disciples on the first  Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for 
a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed 
into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in need.  
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grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say 
and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Ho-
ly Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS       

The Reading: Acts 4: 32—35 

L Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 

private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common.  

With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 

great grace was upon them all.  There was not a needy person among them, for as many as 

owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold.  They laid it at 

the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God 

Gospel According to St. John 20: 19—31 

P When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 

the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, “Peace be with you.”  After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.  

Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 

you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  When he had said this, he breathed on them 

and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came.  So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 

see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 

hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.  Although the 

doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”  Then he 

said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put it in 

my side.  Do not doubt but believe.”  Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”  Jesus 

said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?  Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have come to believe.” 

 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 

book.  But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  

P The Gospel of our Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



CHILDREN’S SONG OF PRAISE  This Little Light of Mine 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SERMON 

HYMN OF DAY    We Walk By Faith 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
      Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
      crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third 
      day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
      of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
      everlasting.  Amen 

We live our baptismal life by- 

Being nurtured in our faith through relationships with other Christians. 

Being strengthened in our life of discipleship through reading the scripture, prayer, 
and worship. 

Serving others as Christ has served us, sharing stories of his good news in word and 
action, promoting his peaceful and just ways, and being stewards of all that has 
been entrusted to us. 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
P Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 

promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

After each petition   

P Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 

P In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

1 We walk by faith and not by sight; 
 with gracious words draw near, 
 O Christ, who spoke as none e'er spoke:   
 "My peace be with you here." 
 
2 We may not touch your hands and side,  
 nor follow where you trod; 

 but in your promise we rejoice, 
 and cry, "My Lord and God!" 
 
3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 
 and may our faith abound 
 to call on you when you are near 
 and seek where you are found: 

 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
C God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.  Receive our lives 

and the gifts we offer.  Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the 
sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you 
C And also with you 

P Lift up your hearts 
C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Explanation of communion distribution.   

BLESSING 
P May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.  

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE  Triumphantly Risen   Anderson 
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