
 

Today, May 8th, it will have been two 
months since our congrega9on has been 
able to join-together in person for 
worship. I know that there is a sadness 
for many of you when I share that 
statement. I have heard it in what you 
have said to me. There is a sadness for 
me as well. I do not like leading worship 

and staring at an empty church. I miss my church family. I miss seeing your faces, 
knowing the stories of how God is moving in your lives, and the bond that we 
share in Christ. I have discovered that worship is somehow “not worship” for me 
when there is no congrega9on present to join the conversa9on to and from God.  

We all know and have deep faith in the fact that the Holy Spirit con9nues to join 
us together through the live streaming, Zoom mee9ngs and classes, phone calls, 
cards, prayers, and so much more. But it is not the same. You and I are people 
who worship a God of rela9onship, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Rela9onships are 
personal, in9mate, and close-up. As human beings made in the image of our God, 
rela9onships are life and breath. We live, move, and find meaning and purpose 
through the rela9onships of our lives.  

In this 9me of Easter new life, I do wonder if our sadness at what we are missing is 
not the Holy Spirit’s way of revealing something cri9cal to us. The church, 
Chris9an community, has and always will be about the rela9onship- Our 
rela9onship with God and other believers through Jesus and our rela9onship with 
the world on behalf of God.  

In my forty plus years of being on this earth, I have witnessed many Chris9an 
communi9es that were caught up in what was not the rela9onship. I have seen 
angry church members bickering over things that were peSy and mundane and 
pointless. I have been caught up in these 9me-consuming distrac9ons on too 
many occasions. I remember feeling torn apart as a youth over church 
controversy. I cannot recall the topic of the argument. I was probably too young to 
really grasp the fullness of what was occurring. But I clearly remember how I 
feared that I may never again get to spend 9me with people I cared deeply about.  



In Easter, we are promised that our sadness will be turned to joy by the death and 
resurrec9on of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is one of those promises that we can 
stake our life on for Jesus backed it up with his life, death, resurrec9on, and 
ongoing presence to us now by the Spirit. I invite you to join with me in allowing 
our Lord Jesus Christ to take the sadness that we are feeling at separa9on and 
turn it into the joy that can come in recognizing who we truly are together as 
Chris9an community. You and I have been birthed by God to walk with each other 
in this life of faith, to enjoy the giV of rela9onship in Christ with one another, and 
to do what our new vision statement at Calvary tells us: Shine the light of Christ 
with everyone. As we come out of this stay at home period, may we be born anew 
and leave behind the peSy arguments that divide, the hesitancy that we have in 
working together, and the fear that we may harbor in sharing the light of Christ 
with everyone. Calvary has a new opportunity to be made over into God’s image 
through the sadness of this 9me. I can feel the joy of Easter possibility in simply 
talking about what the Holy Spirit can do in us and through us for the world. I 
hope that you can feel this joy and this possibility as well. It is a rela9onship thing. 
It happens when you know in the depth of your being that you are a part of one 
another and that the community that you share is for a greater purpose. Join me 
in praying for this work of the Spirit in our lives. May we shortly find ourselves 
discovering how very faithful our God is in keeping his promises.  

In Christ’s love,  

Pastor Debbie  


