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FIRST READING - Isaiah 42:1-9 CEV 

God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring jus5ce to the na5ons. 
The servant will not exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will 
weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s task. God’s old promises have 
been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the na5ons. 

 Here is my servant!  I have made him strong. He is my chosen one; I am pleased 
with him. I have given him my Spirit, and he will bring jus>ce to the na>ons. 2 He 
won’t shout or yell or call out in the streets.  3 He won’t break off a bent reed or 
put out a dying flame, but he will make sure that jus>ce is done.  4 He won’t quit 
or give up un>l he brings jus>ce everywhere on earth, and people in foreign 
na>ons long for his teaching.  5 I am the Lord God.  I created the heavens like an 
open tent above.  I made the earth and everything that grows on it.  I am the 
source of life for all who live on this earth, so listen to what I say.  6 I chose you to 
bring jus>ce, and I am here at your side.  I selected and sent you to bring light and 
my promise of hope to the na>ons.  7 You will give sight to the blind; you will set 
prisoners free from dark dungeons.   8 My name is the Lord!  I won’t let idols or 
humans share my glory and praise.9 Everything has happened just as I said it 
would; now I will announce what will happen next.  

SECOND READING - Acts 10:34-43 CEV 

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separa5ng Jews from Gen5les and 
proclaims the good news of God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, 
a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his family 
become the first Gen5les to be bap5zed in the name of Jesus Christ. 

34 Peter then said:  Now I am certain that God treats all people alike. 35 God is 
pleased with everyone who worships him and does right, no maVer what na>on 
they come from. 36 This is the same message that God gave to the people of Israel, 



when he sent Jesus Christ, the Lord of all, to offer peace to them.  37 You surely 
know what happened everywhere in Judea. It all began in Galilee aZer John had 
told everyone to be bap>zed. 38 God gave the Holy Spirit and power to Jesus from 
Nazareth. He was with Jesus, as he went around doing good and healing everyone 
who was under the power of the devil. 39 We all saw what Jesus did both in Israel 
and in the city of Jerusalem.  Jesus was put to death on a cross. 40 But three days 
later, God raised him to life and let him be seen. 41 Not everyone saw him. He was 
seen only by us, who ate and drank with him aZer he was raised from death. We 
were the ones God chose to tell others about him.  42 God told us to announce 
clearly to the people that Jesus is the one he has chosen to judge the living and 
the dead. 43 Every one of the prophets has said that all who have faith in Jesus will 
have their sins forgiven in his name. 

 THE GOSPEL - Ma6hew 3:13-17 

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is bap5zed by John, touched by the Spirit, and 
iden5fied publicly as God’s child. 

 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be bap>zed by 
him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be bap>zed by you, and 
do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper 
for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus 
had been bap>zed, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were 
opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and aligh>ng 
on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 
am well pleased.”  


