
Third Sunday a,er Epiphany 

January 26, 2020 

First Reading:  Isaiah 9:  1-4 CEV 

The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by 
Assyrian military forces, but they are assured that their condi;on will be reversed 
when God makes a light-filled appearance. The joy they will experience will 
resemble celebra;ons of great harvests, because God will deliver them from 
everything that diminishes or oppresses them. 

But those who have suffered will no longer be in pain.  The territories of Zebulun 
and Naphtali in Galilee were once hated. But this land of the GenGles across the 
Jordan River and along the Mediterranean Sea will be greatly respected.  2 Those 
who walked in the dark have seen a bright light.  And it shines upon everyone who 
lives in the land of darkest shadows. 3 Our Lord, you have made your naGon 
stronger.  Because of you, its people are glad and celebrate like workers at harvest 
Gme or like soldiers dividing up what they have taken.  4 You have broken the 
power of those who abused and enslaved your people.  You have rescued them 
just as you saved your people from Midian. 

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:  10-18 CEV 

Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook 
of the gospel. Discord arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders 
or ins;tu;ons but to Christ. Indeed, the unifying word of the cross of Christ is the 
center of the gospel and the power of God’s salva;on. 

10 My dear friends, as a follower of our Lord Jesus Christ, I beg you to get along 
with each other. Don’t take sides. Always try to agree in what you think. 11 Several 
people from Chloe’s family have already reported to me that you keep arguing 
with each other. 12 They have said that some of you claim to follow me, while 
others claim to follow Apollos or Peter or Christ.  13 Has Christ been divided up? 
Was I nailed to a cross for you? Were you bapGzed in my name? 14 I thank God 



 that I didn’t bapGze any of you except Crispus and Gaius. 15 Not one of you can 
say that you were bapGzed in my name. 16 I did bapGze the family of Stephanas, 
but I don’t remember if I bapGzed anyone else. 17 Christ did not send me to 
bapGze. He sent me to tell the good news without using big words that would 
make the cross of Christ lose its power.  18 The message about the cross doesn’t 
make any sense to lost people. But for those of us who are being saved, it is God’s 
power at work. 

Machew 4:  12-23 CEV 

Jesus begins his public ministry shortly aJer John the Bap;st is imprisoned by 
Herod. He proclaims the nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his 
first disciples. 

12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 
Galilee. 13He led Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the 
territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken through the 
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:  15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the 
road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the GenGles—16the people who sat 
in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and 
shadow of death light has dawned.” 17From that Gme Jesus began to proclaim, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  18As he walked by the Sea of 
Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, 
casGng a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, 
“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they led their nets 
and followed him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son 
of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending 
their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they led the boat and their father, 
and followed him. 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues 
and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and 
every sickness among the people.  

  


