
WILD CAVING TRIP INFO!  December 6 - 8, 2019 
 
It will not be too much longer and you will have your turn at getting muddy while 
exploring God’s creation underground.  Here is a little bit of info you will need before we 
head out to go Wild Caving! 
 
When:  December 6 - 8,  We will leave around 6:00.  Please be here around 5:30 -5:45 so 
we can pack the vans and be ready to go by 6:00. 
 
Where:  We will be going to Bluff City, Tenn. to explore a cave called Worley’s Cave.  
We have been going to this cave for years.  You will explore about half of the cave which 
is approximately 2 miles round trip and that equals to around 4 hours in the cave.  We 
take it slow and easy and we enjoy the sights. If all is going well and you are not too 
tired, we may go back a little further but no promises.  We will be spending the weekend 
at Lutherock in Newland, NC.  This is approximately an hour and 15 minutes away from 
the cave.  We will have bunk beds, inside plumbing and hot showers.  All your meals are 
included with the exception of meals going up and meals coming back to Calvary. 
 
Who:  This trip is open to all youth. 
 
What is Wild Caving?  Wild Caving is going into a cave that is not a commercial type 
cave.  There are no lights, paved walkways or bathrooms.  We will be getting muddy, real 
muddy so you will want to wear some real old clothes that you do not mind messing up, 
they will never be the same.  You will want to wear a pair of shorts and a t-shirt under 
your caving clothes so you can change out of your muddy clothes when we retrurn to the 
parking lot.  Pending on how cold it is, you can wear your shorts back to Lutherock or put 
some clean clothes over the top of your shorts.  Bring a hand towel to dry your feet off 
with, an extra pair of socks with you and a pair of tennis shoes to change into after you 
cave.  You should wear BOOTS AND ONLY BOOTS into the cave!  Make sure your 
boots have good tread on the soles.  Caving in tennis shoes or rubber type snow boots is 
not a good idea at all.  We will be walking out  of the cave through a creek so your boots, 
socks and up to your knees will get wet. 
 
You are going to have a great time.  The temperature in the cave is 52 degrees year 
round, not too cold and not too hot.  52 degrees is hot enough that you will be sweating 
while we are moving and cool enough to get chilled when we stop to rest.  Please make 
sure you have enough clothes on to stay comfortably warm. 
 
In December, it will probably be cold when we get out of the cave and you should bring 
warm clothes to change into.   
 
Are there tight squeezes and belly crawls?  For the most part, not on this trip.  This 
cave has an approximate total of 4 miles of passages, so it is not a small cave at all.   We 
will be following what is called the Boy Scout Loop and it is very caver friendly, 
enjoyable and has a lot of formations.  We will have one place called “The Staircase” 
where we will have to crawl up, but, if it is needed,  you will have plenty of help in 
accomplishing the goal.  If I can do it, you can do it without a problem.   
 



Is This Dangerous?  Yes, all wild caving does have it's risk factors and can be if you do 
not listen.  If you listen and do what you are told and you play it safe, we are going to 
have a muddy ole great time.   
 
What should I bring with me?    
o The usual stuff you bring with you on any trip we take.  Personal hygiene items, like 

deodorant, toothpaste, deodorant, foot powder, deodorant.  Ladies, please be 
prepared.   

o You will need to bring your caving clothes along with a plastic garbage bag with your 
name on it.  The garbage bag is to put your wet, muddy caving clothes in when we are 
through caving and for the trip home. 

o A single sheet to go over your mattress, pillow and sleeping bag. 
o Please bring a snack to share as well as one case of water to share with the 

community.   
o This is important!  Bring one good operating flashlight with you along with one 

pack of NEW AA batteries, a minimum of 8 batteries.  You will need to bring a 
small, old day pack or old book bag that you do not mind getting muddy as well 
as a water bottle.  We have one or two book bags at the church if you need to 
borrow one.  You can partner with someone if you would like and carry one bag 
per team of two.  We will provide the caving helmets with lights.  Bring a pair of 
work type gloves so you are not placing your hands directly in the mud.  

o A small, travel size pack of Baby Wipes to clean up with after caving and a small roll 
of Toilet paper in case you need to go to the bathroom before and after we enter the 
cave.  YOU CANNOT USE THE BATHROOM INSIDE THE CAVE.  

o Bring your Bible, paper and pen.   
o Don't forget your sleeping bag, a single sheet to place over your mattress and a 

pillow. 
o Bring towels, they are not furnished. 
o Dress for the weather.  It should be cold in the mountains by that time so please dress 

accordingly.   
 
PLEASE PACK LIGHT, WE ARE ONLY GOING AWAY FOR A WEEKEND. 
 
YOU AND YOUR PARENTS WILL NEED TO SIGN THE CAVING WAVIER 
AND PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU HAVE THE CURRENT 2019-2020 
CALVARY/ST. JAMES LUTHERAN EMERGENCY FORM FILLED OUT AND 
NOTARIZED BEFORE YOU ARRIVE. 
 
What is the cost of the trip?  $115.00 per person plus exactly $8.00 in cash for parking 
at the cave.  You will need to bring food money going up and food money for the trip 
home.  If needed, scholarship funding is available, please see Mike. 
 
When will we return?  Sunday morning, we should get up early, eat a quick breakfast, 
pack, clean up and head out.  If we leave by 9:30ish, we should be home around 12:00 -
1:00.  We will call when we get close to home so your parents can meet you at the church 
to be picked up. 
 
Get excited!  This is going to be a very good, Christ centered, muddy experience. 
 


