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A number of good ideas have recently been circulating in the 
outerwear corner of the fly fishing gear market, and one of 
the best has been to integrate wading jackets with waders. 
The “portal” functionality in the eponymous new jacket from 
Grundéns refers to strategically located internal zippers 
inside the main pockets (which themselves have 
outer zippers) that enable the wearer to pass 
their hands (and other items) through to 
reach the “kangaroo” pockets on the front 
of most chest waders. It enables safer 
storage of items that absolutely shouldn’t 
get wet when the weather is at its 
worst, and it provides a warmer 
place close to your core 
where you can defrost your 
hands on wet, chilly days. 
It’s the kind of simple-yet-
brilliant innovation that 
triggers yet another “why 
didn’t I think of this and 
become a gazillionaire??” 
moment, at least for me.
	 We’ve talked up a 
jacket from Grundéns 
before, the Downrigger 
model (see the Spring 
2023 issue of OTFM), and 
that was a great coat. 
We liked the neoprene 
cuffs with external wrist 
straps, and the Portal has 
those as well. The highly 
adjustable and hat-
friendly hood with soft 
face-facing materials 
is also common across 
numerous Grundéns 
wading jackets, as is the 
stow-away strap for the 
hood when not in use. Those are excellent features, and 
they’re part of why the Portal makes for a great all-weather 
coat.
	 If I did have a complaint about the Downrigger, it 
would’ve been about the pockets. I prefer to keep at least one 
fly box and my phone stashed in waterproof pockets, ideally 
on my chest. That was possible with the Downrigger, but it 
was tight. In contrast, the Portal overachieves in the pocket 
department: not only does it offer the pass-thru portal 

pockets mentioned above, but it also has two generously 
sized water-resistant chest pockets accessed via water-
repellent polyurethane-coated up-zipping closures with 
zipper hoods. The left pocket sports a small but useful hook-

and-loop patch along with three holes from which tool 
zippers can be dangled, and there’s an additional 

tippet-dispensing pocket on the outer layer of 
the right breast which has three laser-cut 
holes at the bottom; it’s perfectly sized to 
hold three spools of tippet without adding 

much bulk. It takes a few minutes to 
thread tippet from the spools down 

through the holes, but it’s a 
wonderful time-saver once 

it’s done – supposing you 
can remember which hole 
dispenses which tippet!
    This jacket took the 
Best of Category award in 
the Fly Fishing Technical 
& General Apparel niche 
at the iCAST 2024 this 
past July, thanks partly  to 
the fact that Grundéns 
used premium materials 
throughout the jacket: 
a 3-layer GORE-TEX® 
laminate backed by the 
famous GUARANTEED 
TO KEEP YOU DRY™ 
promise. When this 
Swedish company 
entered the fly fishing 
market a few years 
ago after generations 
of dominating the 
commercial marine 
fishing market, Grundéns 

promised to shake things 
up. They’re delivering on that promise, and then some.
	 Note that the Portal doesn’t provide any insulation 
layers, by design – it’s intended to be a weatherproof shell 
that will keep the warmth in and the weather out, but it 
should be paired with base and mid-layers to provide 
thermal insulation in genuinely cold conditions.

MSRP: US$599.99
Website: www.grundens.com

https://grundens.com/products/portal-gore-tex-wading-jacket

