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Subject:
Definitions
Contaminant.  A hazardous material that physically remains on or in people, animals, the environment, or equipment, thereby is creating a continuous risk of direct injury or a risk of exposure outside the hot zone.

Contamination.  The process of transferring a hazardous material from its source to people, animals, environment, or equipment, which may act as a carrier.

Control Zones.  The designation of areas at a hazardous materials incident based upon safety and the degree of hazard.

Hot Zone  (Restricted Zone).  The area immediately surrounding  the incident, 

extending far enough to prevent adverse effects from hazardous materials releases to personnel outside the zone.

Warm Zone  (Limited Access Zone).  The areas where personnel and equipment decontamination and hot zone support take place.  It includes control points for the access corridor and thus assists in reducing the spread of contamination.

Cold Zone  (Support Zone).  The area that contains the command post and other 
support functions deemed necessary to control the incident.

Decontamination (Contamination Reduction).  The physical and/or chemical process of reducing and preventing the spread of contamination from persons and equipment used at a hazardous materials incident.

Hazard/Hazardous.  Capable of posing an unreasonable risk to air, water, soil quality and to plants or wildlife.

Hazardous Material.   A material that poses an unreasonable risk to the health and safety of operating or emergency personnel, the public, and/or the environment if it is not properly controlled during, handling, storage, manufacturing, processing, packaging, use, disposal, or transportation. 

Haz Mat Safety Officer (H.M.S.O.).  The individual assigned to oversee safety in Haz Mat Group or Branch.

Hazardous Incident Team (TEAM).  Specially trained members of the participating Fire Departments who have met the requirements as specified in Sections 26 and 27 of these Standard Operating Guidelines, and have been approved by their Fire Chief to participate in hazardous materials incidents in specialized functions.
Hazardous Material Branch.  That function within the overall incident command system that deals with the mitigation of a hazardous materials incident.  It is directed by the Haz Mat Branch Director.

Haz Mat Branch Director (H.M.B.D.). The person responsible for the management of the Hazardous Materials Branch.

Incident Commander (IC).  The person responsible for all decisions relating to the management of the incident.  The incident commander is in charge of the incident site.  This is equivalent to the on-scene incident commander as defined by 29 CFR 1910.120.

Incident Management System (IMS).   An organized system of roles, responsibilities, and Standard Operating Guidelines used to manage and direct emergency operations.

Operations.  Directs, coordinates, and controls all tactical activities and functions necessary to carry out the objectives of Command.  Reports directly to the fire department incident commander.
Monitoring Equipment.  Instruments and devices used to identify and quantify contaminants.

Reconnaissance (Recon).  A preliminary survey of the incident by personnel to identify and evaluate the specific mechanics of the incident.

Division.  A geographical operation assigned at an incident, established when the number of resources exceeds the manageable span of control of Operations.

Group.  Functional areas of operation within the Incident Management Structure. 

TEAM.  Departments participating with the Division 12 Hazmat Team.

