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Subject:  
First Responder Responsibilities
Purpose:  
The overall objective during any hazardous material incident is to stabilize 


the incident to protect health, property, and the environment.  The 



involvement of the fire department having jurisdiction continues until the 


conclusion of the incident.  Extreme caution and attention must be the first 

consideration of all responding personnel.  To the extent of its manpower, 


equipment, and level of training, the stricken department should, prior to 


the notification and arrival of the TEAM, follow these procedures:

1.
Response to any reported hazardous material incident such as a leak, spill, fire, or potential container failure shall be made with a defensive posture.

2.
Responding companies should approach from an upwind and uphill direction.  Alternate cross wind routes should be considered if an upwind approach is not possible.

3.
Stop and assess the incident from a distance upwind and upgrade.  Avoid driving into vapor clouds or smoke.


4.
Treat all containers as hazardous materials until proven otherwise.


5.
Avoid the use of water until the material or mixture is determined not to be

water reactive and/or to avoid increased runoff.  Any water runoff that may be contaminated should be contained for later disposal.

6.   
Decide if a close recon can be done safely by the fire department personnel on the scene. 
 If so:

6.1 
Commit two men to size up the incident.

6.2 
Wear full protective clothing including SCBA.

6.3 
Approach from upwind and upgrade.

6.4 
Avoid contact with the hazardous material (s) and/or vapor(s).

6.5 
Monitor the atmosphere, assess the problem quickly, and return.

6.6 
When it is possible to perform an immediate rescue, it should be accomplished with an awareness of the risk and with a minimum number of personnel.

6.7
In situations where a rescue is required, the protection and safety of 
rescuers and victims is paramount.  In such cases all means and methods 
to accomplish this should be considered.

7
Identify and determine the hazards of the material(s) involved, and the guidelines for the safe handling of it, through reference sources.

8.
Decide on a plan of action.

9.
If any area is beyond the capabilities of the stricken department, the TEAM should be notified.

10.
Prior to the arrival of the TEAM, command should be established and the site should be isolated and secured to prevent the spread of the hazardous material(s) or the accidental contamination of personnel.

