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Subject:
Decontamination Procedures
Purpose:  
To set forth procedures and guidelines for the reduction of contamination on victims, personnel, and equipment.  As the level, scope, and involvement of each hazardous materials incident may be different, personnel should adapt their decon procedures to meet these needs.

1
The type of decon chosen may be:


1.1

Gross decon for contaminated victims.


1.2

Isolation/disposal or dry decon to minimize water runoff.


1.3

Two pool dilution decon for a major hazard (Appendix K).

2
Gross decon is for the quick removal of contaminates from a limited # of victim, firefighters or team members so life saving medical care can be given.  Procedures for gross decon are:


2.1

Place a non - permeable covering on the ground to serve as the decon area


2.2

Restrict access to essential personnel only.


2.3

Remove all contaminated clothing and personal property from the victim.

2.4

Place clothing and personal property in proper containers.


2.5

Brush all dry contaminants from the victims body.  Avoid the use of water on 



dry contaminants.


2.6

Flush all liquid contamination from the victims body.  Attention should be 




given to the eyes, facial and skin fold areas.


2.7

Transport the victim to a medical facility for treatment.


2.8

The clothing and personal articles are to remain in the decon area for further

 


decontamination or disposal.


2.9

Template - Appendix I 

3
Isolation/disposal or dry decon may be used where the hazard is light, control of


water 
runoff is not possible, or the use of water is contraindicated for the material


involved. The procedures for dry decon are:


3.1

Place a non - permeable covering on the ground to serve as the decon area.


3.2

Restrict access to essential personnel only.


3.3

Decon personnel are to be assigned as "dirty man" or "clean man".




3.3.1
The "dirty man" shall touch the outside of the protective clothing only.




3.3.2
The "clean man" shall touch the inside of the protective clothing only.



3.3.3
Personnel entering  decon shall have their protective clothing opened by the "dirty man".  The clothing shall be removed in such a way that it will be turned inside out during removal.


3.3.4
The "clean man" shall assist in the removal of the protective clothing, touching only the inside of the protective clothing, or the person doffing the suit.


3.3.5
The procedure shall continue until the suit is at the feet of the person doffing it and he can step free of the suit.


3.3.6
The person doffing the suit shall be assisted by the "clean man" away from the suit for removal of the SCBA.


3.3.7
The "dirty man" shall place the suit in the proper container for further 

decontamination or disposal.


3.3.8
Template - Appendix J

4
The dilution decon method  shall be used in all incidents the Decon Officer considers


appropriate.  Dilution decon may include any or all of the following steps, as


determined by the decon Officer considering the severity of the hazard:


4.1

Place Dike Tubing, hose or raised barrier on the ground in a rectangular 

dimension then place a non - permeable covering on the ground to serve as the decon area. A salvage cover should be used on rough surfaces such as gravel. 


4.2

Personnel entering the decon corridor shall deposit their tools in the 




appropriate area or container.


4.3

Personnel shall step in the for rinse, wash and rinse sequence.


4.4

Personnel shall step from the first pool into the second pool for further 




contamination reduction.


4.5

After the dilution of the contaminate is completed personnel shall proceed through the decon process for suit doffing.


4.6

Using the "clean man"/"dirty man" procedure, decon personnel shall assist in doffing the protective clothing.


4.7

When personnel are clear of the hazard, remove the SCBA.


4.8

Removal of the personal clothing and personal showering should be done with the consideration of the privacy of the personnel as well as the severity of the contamination.


4.9

Personnel completing the decon process shall proceed to Rehab for medical evaluation.

4.10 Template - Appendix K

