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Subject:  
Contaminated Victims
Purpose:  
A victim who is poisoned or chemically contaminated must be handled properly.  The safety of response personnel and the optimum care of the victim should be the end result.

1
Before handling a victim three determinations should be made:

1.1 That the victim is poisoned or contaminated.

1.2 That the victim is alive or has a chance of surviving.

1.3 That the product is identified specifically or generally.

2
Response personnel involved in the rescue attempt shall wear proper protective 

equipment. The victim should be moved from the area of contamination to the decontamination area.  The victim may walk to decon on his own or with assistance.  If the victim has to be carried, a SKED or Rigid Litter should be used when available.

3
Victims who have been exposed to contaminants should be given, at minimum, a gross field decontamination.  Clothing should be removed and placed in plastic bags for proper disposal.  If possible, this should be done in the decontamination area.

4
Medical personnel shall wear protective clothing to prevent or limit contamination during the care of the victim.  

5
The treatment area shall be located just inside the warm zone to prevent or limit the spread of contamination.  The victim should be protected from hot and cold conditions.  Disposable clothing or blankets should be furnished to the victim.

6
All bodily fluids shall be considered contaminated. When applicable, bodily fluids should be collected and brought to the hospital for laboratory examination and proper disposal.

7
When communicating with the receiving hospital, medical personnel shall advise of the contamination and the possible need for further decontamination.  The hospital should give directions for routing the patient to an area in the hospital where further decontamination can take place while limiting the exposure.

8 
Approximately 80 percent of the contamination is removed with clothing.  If the contaminant is radiological or biological, the victim should be wet down before removing the clothes.  Wet clothing prevents re-aerosolization as clothing is removed.
9
In the event a TEAM member is contaminated and transported to a medical facility, the H.M.B.D. is to be notified.  The H.M.B.D., in turn, shall notify Command.  The Incident Commander shall be responsible for contacting the team member's department to ensure that the baseline medical record is sent to the receiving hospital.

