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Subject:  Fire Department Incident Safety Officer (FDISO)

Purpose: To provide guidance and procedures for the utilization of a FDISO at designated and significant incidents to assist the incident commander in the reduction of firefighter injuries and deaths.

Form(s): ￼

08.01	Qualifications and Requirements of the FDISO 

The FDISO will be a fire department officer and will meet the requirements for Fire Officer Level 1 specified by the Office of the State Fire Marshal.	Comment by Mitsuka, Brandon: Replace with the following language: 

The FDISO should be assigned to a Chief Officer or any member authorized to act in the capacity of a FDISO. 

Discussion point:  due to the renaming of the previous Fire Officer 1 and continuing education requirements, should this educational requirement be removed?


The FDISO should have completed the Fire Department Incident Safety Officer Course offered by the Fire Department Incident Safety Officers’ Organization or the Incident Safety Officer Course offered by the National Fire Academy or the Certified Incident Safety Officer by the Office of the State Fire Marshal.

1.1	The FDISO will have the knowledge, skill, and abilities to manage incident scene safety.

1.2	The FDISO will have and maintain knowledge of:

· Safety and health hazards involved in emergency operations.
· Building construction.
· The fire department’s personnel accountability system	Comment by Mitsuka, Brandon: Change to read Fire Agency Personnel Accountability
· Incident scene rehabilitation.

08-02	FDISO Implementation

A FDISO will be designated for the following conditions:

2.1      Reported Structure Fire 

2.2     Activation of a specialty team for an incident.  Included are vertical, confined space,         structural collapse, dive rescue/recovery, trench rescue, and hazardous materials incidents. 

2.3     Upon request of a MABAS alarm

2.4     Upon request for a helicopter.

2.5     The incident commander should consider delegation of a FDISO for the following:

2.5.1  Extrications involving machinery or motor vehicles.

2.5.2  Working incidents when climatic conditions exceed.

· Temperatures over 97 F
· Temperatures below 0 F
· Winds gusting over 60 mph
· Wind-driven snow over 30 mph
· Snow depths over 2 feet


3.	Automatic Aid FDISO Response	Comment by Mitsuka, Brandon: The suggestion was that sections 3,4, and 5 were no longer relevant and should be removed based on the historical inception of the document.

3.1	An automatic aid FDISO will be dispatched upon receipt of a reported structure 	fire.

3.2	Upon request of the incident commander.  

These situations might include but not limited to;

3.2.1	When all officers from the stricken community are assigned to tactical or task level operations.

3.2.2	Activation of a specialty team for an incident.  Included are vertical, confined space,   structuralcollapse, dive and trench rescue; extrications involving machinery or motor vehicles; hazardousmaterials incidents.

3.2.3	A MABAS alarm is requested.

3.2.4	Upon request for a helicopter.

4.	Automatic Aid Dispatch Procedures

4.1	Upon receipt of a structure fire or at the request of the incident commander, the Bloomingdale Dispatch Center will request the pre-assigned automatic aid FDISO.  

Example 1:  “Bloomingdale Fire Department you have a still/box, box 104, for a reported structure 
fire at 246 S. Gary Avenue.  Due to respond;  Tower 14, Ambulance 8, Engine 5, Ambulance 10, Bloomingdale Chief, Carol Stream Battalion Chief, Carol Stream Truck, Glenside Safety Officer, and a Glenside Engine.  DuComm from Bloomingdale.  The Bloomingdale Fire Department is requesting a Carol Stream Battalion Chief, Carol Stream Truck, Glenside Safety Officer, and Glenside Engine for the reported structure fire at 246 S. Gary Avenue, Box 104.

Example 2:  “Carol Stream Fire District, District 111, you have a box alarm for a reported structure fire” Glenside is due with an Engine; Bloomingdale is due with a Truck and Safety Officer”

5.	Response Procedures 

5.1	The automatic aid FDISO will be alerted according to the department's dispatch 	guidelines.

5.2	If the automatic aid FDISO is unable to respond within five (5) minutes, he is to notify his dispatch center that he is unavailable.

5.3	The automatic aid FDISO will contact the stricken community’s dispatch center by radio of his response.

Example:  “Bloomingdale - Glenside Safety Officer 700 is responding”

5.4	The automatic aid FDISO will respond to the scene and report directly to the incident commander upon arrival

8.03    Incident Scene Safety (General)

3.1	The FDISO will report directly to command with appropriate PPE, equipment and 	vest 	Comment by Mitsuka, Brandon: The FDISO will report directly to command with appropriate PPE and equipment. 

3.2	At an emergency incident, the FDISO is part of the Command Staff and acts as an advisor to the incident commander.  

3.3	The incident commander will provide the FDISO with the incident action plan. The FDISO will provide the incident commander with a risk assessment of incident scene operations.

3.4	The FDISO will monitor the scene and report the status of conditions, hazards, and risks to the incident commander.

3.5	The FDISO will monitor conditions, activities, and operations to determine whether they fall within the incident action plan. 

3.6	Where activities are judged by the FDISO to be unsafe and to involve an imminent hazard, the safety officer will have the authority to alter, suspend, or terminate those activities. The safety officer will immediately inform the incident commander of any action taken to correct the imminent hazards at an emergency scene.	Comment by Mitsuka, Brandon: Replaced judged with Determined or deemed.

3.7	At an emergency incident, where a safety officer identifies unsafe conditions, operations, or hazards that do not present an imminent danger, the safety officer will take appropriate action through the incident commander and/or sector officer to mitigate or eliminate the unsafe condition, operation or hazard.

3.8	The FDISO will evaluate motor vehicle scene traffic hazards and apparatus placement and take appropriate actions to mitigate hazards.

3.9	The FDISO will monitor radio transmissions and stay alert to transmission barriers that could result in missed, unclear, or incomplete communication.

3.10 The FDISO will communicate to the incident commander the need for assistant FDISOs due to the need, size, complexity, or duration of the incident.

3.11	The FDISO will coordinate activities with specialty team safety officers (HazMat, Technical Rescue, and Dive Rescue)

3.12	The FDISO will survey and evaluate the hazards associated with the designation of a landing zone. 	Comment by Mitsuka, Brandon: Change to read: The FDISO will survey and evaluate the hazards associated with the designation of a landing zone when applicable.

8.04  Fire Suppression.

4.1	The FDISO will meet with the incident commander to determine accountability, rapid intervention, and rehabilitation needs.  

4.2	Where fire has involved a building or buildings, the FDISO will advise the incident commander of hazards, collapse potential, and any fire extension in such building(s).

4.3	The FDISO will evaluate visible smoke and fire conditions and advise the incident commander, branch, sectors, or company officers on the potential for flashover, backdraft, or other fire events that could pose a threat to operating teams.

4.4	The FDISO will monitor the accessibility of entry and egress of structures and the effect it has on the safety of members conducting interior operations.

8.05  Hazardous Materials Operations

5.1	The FDISO will coordinate activities with the hazardous materials safety officer.

5.2	The FDISO will attend strategic and tactical planning sessions and provide input on risk assessment and member safety.

5.3    The FDISO will meet with the incident commander, hazardous materials branch officer, and hazardous materials safety officer to evaluate the hot, warm, and other zone designations.  

5.4   The FDISO will ensure that a safety briefing, including an incident action plan and an incident safety plan, is developed and made available to all members on the scene.

5.5	The FDISO will meet with the incident commander to determine rehabilitation, accountability, or rapid intervention needs. For long-term operations, the FDISO will ensure that food, hygiene facilities, and any other special needs are provided for members.

8.06  Special Operations

6.1	The FDISO will coordinate activities with the special operations safety officer.

6.2	The FDISO will attend strategic and tactical planning sessions and provide input on risk assessment and member safety.

6.3	The FDISO will ensure that a safety briefing, including an incident action plan and an incident safety plan, is developed and made available to all members on the scene.

6.4	The FDISO will meet with the incident commander to determine rehabilitation, accountability, or rapid intervention needs. For long-term operations, the FDISO will ensure that food, hygiene facilities, and any other special needs are provided for members.

8.07	Accident Investigation and Review.

7.1	Upon notification of an injury, illness, or exposure to personnel, the FDISO will immediately communicate this to the incident commander to ensure that emergency medical care is provided.

7.2	The FDISO will initiate or assist with the accident investigation as requested by the incident commander.

7.3	In the event of a serious injury, fatality, or other potentially harmful occurrence, the FDISO will request assistance from the stricken community’s health and safety officer.	Comment by Mitsuka, Brandon: Discussion point: The committee has discussed the possible need to expand on the serious injury/fatality point. Options include referencing a newly created policy or checklist regarding serious injury or fatality. 

8.08  Severe Injury or Fatality Checklist

See the attached checklist for reference







[bookmark: _Hlk192679872]Fire Department Safety Officer – Line of Duty Death (LODD) & Serious Injury On-Scene Checklist	Comment by Mitsuka, Brandon: This is a possible new addition, not formatted yet, submitted for content discussion. 
1. Immediate Scene Management
☐ Conduct a Personnel Accountability Report (PAR) – Plans Chief
☐ Ensure scene safety and mitigate ongoing hazards
☐ Assist in firefighter rescue/recovery efforts if applicable
☐ Secure the scene for investigation
☐ Restrict unauthorized personnel and media access
· Establish a PIO – do not speak until we have the facts
· If this is a prolonged event members that are ok need to call home
· A chief officer notifies the family, don’t put the wrong name out there
☐ Request additional resources as needed (Honor Guard to go with the member)
· We will stay with our member and be their advocate
· Arterial/ respiratory blood gases within 45 minutes of exposure, CO level, cyanide, heavy metal panel, and toxicology (including alcohol)
☐ Involve local detectives (homicide/ death investigation trained) at once make immediate contact with local law enforcement having jurisdiction.
· To ensure proper investigation 
· To ensure safeguarding member’s home 
· To ensure hospital and scene crowd control 
· Liaison to all parties on LE issues

2. Notifications
☐ Notify Incident Command (IC) and Fire Chief 
· plan for auto-aid/ Mutual Aid Chiefs, Deputies, BCs to respond and fill in, for family assistance (more than 1 member), facilitating confiscation of equipment, getting the scene secure, etc. The Fire Chief will need to be with member / family. 
· Request Chaplain to the scene
☐ Ensure timely notification of:
· Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) within 24 hours sfm.nfirshelp@illinois.gov
· Illinois OSHA within 8 hours 217-782-7860
· AHJ Name, location and time of incident, number of fatalities and injuries, employer contact name, and brief description of the incident. 
· Law Enforcement & Medical Examiner/ Coroner
· Local, State, and Federal investigation agencies (OSFM, NIOSH, IDOL)
3. Scene Preservation & Investigation
☐ Restrict scene access to authorized personnel
☐ Preserve PPE and SCBA for analysis (FD Maintains the chain of custody)
☐ Secure tactical worksheets, radio logs, and video/audio recordings
· Pictures of hose lines, ladders, apparatus all in place prior to releasing the scene
· Secure all media; personal, news and social media
☐ Identify and document witness information
☐ Assign an Investigation Team Leader from the AHJ
☐ Follow all required reporting guidelines (LODD reporting, OSHA compliance)

4. Family & Department Support
☐ Assign a Family Support Liaison (FSL) as soon as practicable
☐ Conduct next-of-kin notification in person (Fire Chief & Chaplain recommended)
☐ Provide transportation and immediate support to family members
☐ Establish security for the family’s home in coordination with law enforcement
5. Critical Incident Stress & Peer Support
☐ Initiate Critical Incident Stress Management (CISM)/ Peer Support/ Chaplain
☐ Arrange relief for affected personnel – company OOS until after the funeral
☐ Assign peer support officers to station personnel
☐ Schedule debriefing within 24-72 hours
6. Documentation & Reporting
☐ Complete initial incident report (NFIRS, internal reporting)
☐ Secure and document all evidence for investigation
☐ Ensure firefighter training and medical records are available
☐ Submit required state and federal benefit applications (PSOB, IL LODD Compensation Act)
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