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Subject: 
Mass Decontamination: 
1
Setting Up The Emergency Decon Corridor

1.1
Evacuate victims upwind, upgrade, and upstream of the hazard.

1.2
Isolate and establish control of the victims. Decon should be immediate.

1.3
Communicate with victims in order to prepare for decontamination. Segregate


symptomatic victims from the asymptomatic victims and male from female. Take


into consideration families, small children, the elderly, handicapped persons and


uncooperative persons.
1.4
Position the first arriving engine with the pump panel facing a hydrant. Start to


decontaminate as soon as possible. Speed is of the utmost importance if lives


are at risk. Consider placing the deck gun or fog line in use before additional


units arrive.

1.5
Have the second arriving engine position 12 to 16 feet apart from the first engine 

facing the opposite direction. The pump panels will be on the aspect and all


windows are closed. The basic mass decon corridor is between the two engines.
1.6
The first engine will provide a water supply to the second. Fog nozzles are                                     

attached to the 2 ½” discharges opposite the pump panels on both engines.

1.7
Pump pressures are set at 30 psi and fog nozzles are adjusted on wide fog. The


fog patterns should meet in the center.

1.8
Direct symptomatic victims to remove clothing down to their undergarments. If 

available provide clear plastic bags for clothing and valuables

1.9
Have exposed victims walk through the fog streams for a 1- to 3- minute wash.

1.10
Provide modesty wear for cover if available.

1.11
Direct victims to safe refuge or medical triage or treatment areas.

2
Mass Decon: Additional Tactical Considerations 

2.1
As additional resources arrive, basic mass decon can be expanded adding 

another engine company. The additional corridor may separate male and female 

victims or symptomatic from contaminated victims. Further triage can remove 

victims who were in the area but are not contaminated. These individuals should 

be segregated and held for further evaluation.

2.2
Approximately 80 percent of the contamination is removed with clothing. If the 

contaminant is radiological or biological, the victim should be wet down before 

removing the clothes. Wet clothing prevents re-aerosolization as clothing is 

removed.

2.3
Soap and water is recommended for decontaminating warfare agents. In some       

cases, bleach and water will cause more harm to the victim. Mustard agents are 

an example; bleach and water causes further tissue damage. When capabilities 

and resources allow, employ soap and water as the best decontaminate of 

choice.

2.4
In an actual biological attack, response to the agent may come hours or days 

later. Most likely this response will occur remote from the point of contamination 

and will not result in a mass decon incident. However, there have been many 

occasions where a group believes they have been contaminated but show no 

signs of exposure. In this case, psychological decon may be performed. Victims 

who initially are not symptomatic or contaminated can be decontaminated at 

another location. Use of a fixed facility or the decon trailer offers privacy and 

peace of mind.

2.5
When possible, attempt to capture runoff. Realistically, however, when 

confronted with hundreds of patients, runoff is a secondary concern. However, 

uncontrolled runoff may result. Environmental officials and municipal authorities 

must be notified to assist with runoff control and proper disposal of contaminated 

materials.

