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Subject:

Radio Frequency Use 

Purpose:
Interoperability between various fire departments and other public safety and government agencies at major emergencies or disasters is essential for organized and safe coordination of personnel and services.

· In addition to the main frequencies, the following radio frequencies are hereby identified for fire service and public safety interoperability.

	Frequency
	Name 
	Purpose

	154.265 MHz
	IFERN

	Mutual Aid – Base/Mobile Dispatch

	154.3025 MHz
	IFERN 2
	Alt. Mutual Aid – Base/Mobile Dispatch

	153.830 MHz
	Red Fireground 

	Fireground Operations

	154.280 MHz
	White Fireground   
	Fireground Operations

	154.295 MHz
	Blue Fireground 
	Fireground Operations

	154.8375 MHz
	Gold Fireground
	Fireground Operations

	154.2725 MHz
	Black Fireground
	Fireground Operations

	154.2875 MHz
	Grey Fireground
	Fireground Operations

	155.055 MHz
	IREACH
	Interdisciplinary Coordination



NOTE:  Shaded Areas are not currently available.

· Fire Ground Use

· The elimination of high power transmissions, and transmissions from fixed antenna sites on fireground frequencies will improve the safety of operations at fires and other emergencies.  Low power fireground transmissions will also facilitate the reuse of fireground frequencies at multiple incidents without necessary interference.

· Operations on fireground frequencies should be limited to ten (10) watts.

· The use of fireground frequencies for vehicle to base or base to vehicle transmissions is strictly prohibited. 

· The use of fireground frequencies for vehicle to vehicle is strongly discouraged.

· Helicopter Communications

· The use of IFERN, RED, WHITE, or BLUE fireground frequencies for medical evacuation helicopter landing zones is an inappropriate use of the frequency and is strongly discouraged.

· The use of existing VHF-MERCI or IREACH frequencies is more appropriate for landing zone or ambulance to helicopter communications.

· For departments that use MERCI 340 as their primary ambulance to hospital frequency, MERCI 400 for communications with medical helicopters should be considered. (Areas south of North Avenue)

· For departments that use MERCI 400 as their primary ambulance to hospital frequency, MERCI 340 for communications with medical helicopters should be considered. (Areas north of North Avenue)

· Departments without EMS responsibilities, or departments where use of existing VHF-MERCI frequencies are undesirable for helicopter use, IREACH should be the frequency of choice for landing zone communications. 

� IFERN (Interagency Fire Emergency Radio Network) replaces the old NIFERN moniker.





