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Another hotel checks in

Despite parking concerns, NOTL approves seven-storey hotel, restaurant for Glendale
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A rendering of the proposed seven-storey, 227-room hotel on York Road. The project, approved by council Tuesday evening, will add to an existing
cluster of hotels in the Glendale area. Along with the Staybridge Suites and Holiday Inn Express, it is owned by Niagara York Road Inc. SOURCED

Paige Seburn | Local Journalism Initiative | The Lake Report

seven-storey hotel and
a restaurant are com-
ing to Niagara-on-the-
Lake.

Council approved the official
plan and zoning bylaw amend-
ments needed for the project at
524 York Rd. on Tuesday, clearing

the way for a 227-room hotel and
a restaurant next to two existing
hotels in the Glendale area. The
decision still needs to be formally
adopted at an April 28 council
meeting.

The development, led by Niagara
York Road Inc., includes 273 park-

ing spaces — a number that drew
concern from some councillors as
being too low.

“Is that how we do planning?”
Coun. Gary Burroughs said. “We
just hope like heck that they’re
not all going to be full at the same
time?”

Coun. Andrew Niven also raised
concerns about weekends, confer-
ences and weddings.

“Are you confident there’s
enough parking for all of that?” he
asked.

Continued on Page 3

Province offers little explanation
for not OK’ing NOTLs council cut

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Seven or nine? How many
members will Niagara-on-
the-Lake’s next council have?

Probably nine.

So far, Doug Ford’s gov-
ernment hasn’t formally told
the town it won’t allow a
reduction — but Municipal
Affairs Minister Rob Flack
indicated to town officials

Peninsula
Flooring

13 Ilenegan Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake
(905) 468 2135 | www.peninsulaflooring.ca

OFFICIAL PLAN APPROVED:
Council sends final version of guiding
document to province for review. Page 2

that its request to cut down
council will not proceed for
the 2026 election.
However, the minis-
ter has yet to provide an
explanation to the Town of
NOTL for why its request
wasn’t granted.
Although the change

would have required special
provincial permission —
Ontario typically requires
municipalities to act before
Jan. I of an election year

— council voted March 24,
after missing that deadline,

Continued on Page 4
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Council’s plan to reduce its number of members to
seven from nine isn’t going to happen ahead of the
2026 election, says Municipal Affairs Minister Rob
Flack. A decision like that would have had to be done
before Jan. 1 of an election year. The town and mayor
have not explained why they tried anyway. FILE




Page 2
April 16, 2026

NEWS

% SIMPSON'S

Pharmacy: 905-468-2121 |
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Every 3rd Wednesday of the Month
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NOTL finishes long-awaited official plan, sends to province

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

A plan meant to shape
Niagara-on-the-Lake for
the next 25 years is about
ready to be sent off to the
province for final ap-
proval — after almost a
decade of work and one
last change.

More changes could still
come to the final draft of-
ficial plan after concerns
were raised Tuesday about
its wording.

After making one small
adjustment, council ap-
proved the final draft
— which still needs to
be formalized through
a bylaw expected to be
presented at an April 28
council meeting.

Once that bylaw passes, it
must be sent to the Ministry
of Municipal Affairs and
Housing for approval before
it takes effect.

The updated plan will
guide where homes, busi-
nesses and infrastructure
are built through to 2051,
setting rules for housing,
roads and services while
aiming to protect farmland,
heritage and the natural
environment.

“This official plan re-
flects where we are today
and sets a clear, confident
direction for how we will
grow and thrive in the
years ahead,” said Aimee
Alderman, director of plan-
ning, building and develop-
ment services for the town.

NOTL’s current planning
framework dates back to
a plan first put in place in
1994 and updated in 2017.

A newer version approved
in 2019 never came into
force due to changes in
provincial policy and the
approval of the Niagara
Region official plan in 2022,
which required the town to
update its own plan.

Councillors described
Tuesday’s vote as a mile-
stone after a long process.

“This process started in
2017 — that’s nine years
ago,” said Coun. Wendy
Cheropita. “This is a mo-
ment of celebration.”

But before approving the
plan, council changed the
wording of a policy related
to estate and farm wineries.

Coun. Sandra O’Connor
asked to bring back earlier
wording from the town’s
previous plan, requiring
that at least 75 per cent of
land associated with winer-

ies be in active vineyard
production.

“In the updated one, it
doesn’t say anything about
75 per cent. It just says pre-
dominantly,” she said.

“We got a letter today say-
ing we need more clarity in
our wording — and for clar-
ity purposes, I really think
‘predominantly’ is going the
opposite way.”

Council approved the
change, passing the modi-
fied plan.

While a winery represen-
tative warned that some of
the proposed wording could
make existing wineries non-
compliant as soon as the
plan takes effect, council
did not adopt those changes
at the meeting.

“I worry that some of
the wording that was put
in there actually sets us
into a position where
some — even the founding
wineries — would already
not be in compliance with
those rules,” said Del
Rollo, the vice president
of corporate affairs at
Arterra Wines Canada.

“The policy changes are
important to us because
we are a farm-first indus-
try — local fruit matters,”
he added.

Fiona Main, senior policy planner for Niagara-on-the-Lake,
presents the town'’s final draft Official Plan to council
Tuesday, where it was approved. PAIGE SEBURN

Rollo asked council to
adjust language to better
support breweries and dis-
tilleries together, maintain
a focus on local fruit and
better reflect how wineries
currently operate.

“We’re happy to meet
with staff, councillors any-
time to be able to discuss
this,” he said.

Staff said it would review
his comments and report
back to council.

“Our hope is that we're
able to provide a bit of a
memo back to council —
with any changes or any
asks that staff have been
requested to consider — to
say how we’ve reviewed
those and how they’ve been
incorporated, or not, into
the final,” said Alderman.

“That would be before
you for adoption of the
bylaw on April 28.”

Gordon Stratford, speak-

]

ing on behalf of the NOTL
Residents Association,
supported the plan overall
and the work behind it, but
urged clearer, more defini-
tive language.

“While we and others
would like to have seen
greater use of the words
‘shall and will,” rather
than ‘may and should,
we see this as a strong
foundation for the whole
planning process going
forward,” he said.

Stratford highlighted
the importance of a future
community planning permit
system to improve transpar-
ency and predictability.

“Our committee, along
with others in town, see this
as a vital tool in the plan-
ning process,” he said.

Staff said the official plan
allows for that type of sys-
tem, but implementing one
would require a new bylaw
and likely restarting earlier
work on the file.

“We can certainly have
staff take a look through the
work that was completed
in the early 2020s,” said
Alderman, after O’Connor
and Coun. Gary Burroughs
proposed a motion directing
staff to do so.
paigeseburn@niagaranow.com
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Simcoe Park gets makeover

Workers ready the grounds at Simcoe Park for the installation of new playground equipment,
replacing the old structures that had reached the end of their lifespan. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

The 524 York Rd. site in Niagara-on-the-Lake, where Niagara York Road Inc. plans a new seven-storey hotel and

restaurant alongside its existing Staybridge Suites and Holiday Inn Express. SOURCED

Council questions whether parking
will be adequate for hotel, restaurant

Continued from Front Page

Aimee Alderman, the
town’s director of planning,
building and development
services, said hotel guests
would likely also be using the
restaurant and that “staff are
comfortable” the plan would
not create additional pressure
on surrounding parking.

“We feel very confident
in terms of it working,” said
planning consultant David
Falletta of Bousfields Inc., rep-
resenting the property owner.

“We’ve done a thorough
parking analysis based on
not only this site, but similar
sites throughout the region.”

Falletta said buses are
expected to drop off guests
and leave rather than park
on site.

“There’s a lot of opportu-
nities throughout the com-
munity where these buses
can park,” he said.

Burroughs asked staff
to identify those locations.
Staff said it would report
back.

Coun. Sandra O’Connor
also questioned delays tied
to earlier environmental
commitments on the site.

“Five years later and ful-
filling the other woodlands,
reciprocation, replanting
hasn’t been done yet,” she

said. “You're talking about
wanting to work on this
quickly. Why has it taken
five years?”

Falletta said woodland
compensation tied to the
first phase was planned but
never finalized.

“Unfortunately, that
agreement never came to
fruition, even though my
client tried to get that agree-
ment in place,” he said.

The current proposal
requires that agreement to
be secured before any new
development can proceed.

“We’ve advanced what
we think needs to go into
that agreement,” Falletta

said, adding that it will be
reviewed by town staff.
The proposal has been
years in the making — first
pitched as a 10-storey hotel
with two restaurants before
being scaled back following
concerns from the Niagara
District Airport last year.
Walkways and landscap-
ing have been added to
improve pedestrian safety
and connections across
the site, and the buildings
themselves have also been
shifted closer to York Road
— “in better alignment with
the Glendale district plan,”
Alderman said.
paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Open For
Lunch Daily

Reservations strongly
suggested
Online booking
~  available! Or giveus a
‘ call to book

- 905-468-8814
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+ Bring this ad in for 10% off
lunch on any Monday,
Tuesday or Wednesday
in April!

CAROLINE CELLARS WINERY
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Open 7 days a week

Wine tastings
offered daily
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St.David’s
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Has your senior pet
had a check-up lately?
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CPAP AND SLEEP APNEA SUPPLIES
111A Garrison Village Dr., Suite 202

For appointment call 289-868-9212.

Proud to support

local news!

» MPP Niagara Falls proudly
representing Niagara-on-the-Lake
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HANDYMAN HANS CAN
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bush and yard waste removal, home installations
(grab bars, railings, blinds, toilets, lights, fans,
vents, TVs), wall mounting, furniture assembly,
painting, household cleaning, window cleaning,
organizing and hoarding help, repairs (eavestroughs,
windows, screens, taps, caulking), moving services,
holiday decoration setup and takedown.

905-246-1843
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CORKS & CHORDS

LIVE MUSIC EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT
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QUEENSTON MILE
VINEYARD

This time of year, we see many patients with
itchy, red, watery eyes. It is easy to assume it is
allergies. However, dry eye can look very similar.
The difference matters because treatment
depends on the cause. A comprehensive eye
exam helps determine what is truly responsible
for your symptoms and allows us to tailor a
treatment plan. If your eyes are uncomfortable
this spring, schedule an appointment at Dr.
Hopkins & Associates Optometry.

\../I
DR HOPKINS & ASSOCIATES

OPTOMETRY
Sight for Life

NOTL: 905-468-8002 | 358 Mary St.
St. Catharines: 905-682-9119 | 8 Secord Dr.
www.theeyedoc.ca

Derbyshire hits 70

DERBY \%R\-,ﬁ\_&_?_\\_p_

Mo SLAE

Friends and fans gathered at the NOTL Legion on Saturday evening to féte Mark Derbyshire, one

of Niagara-on-the-Lake’s most talented and consistent golfers — ever. The veteran of the links was
marking his 70th birthday and a special edition mock front page of The Lake Report was produced
to help celebrate the milestone. Derby, as he’s known to his friends, was the men'’s club champion
an astounding 30 straight times from 1975 to 2005. After he stopped competing for a few years, he
came back and won three more men’s titles and two senior men’s championships. He also set several
course scoring records over the years and remains a dominant competitor. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Flax &Fire
Lakeside Pottery
Queenston Pottery

Niagara-on-the-Lake
PotteryTrall

Three Studios. One Creative Weekend.
Celebrate Collaboration, Prizes and Refreshments

April 18 &19

Visit all 3 pottery studios / galleries in
10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Niagara-on-the-Lake for a weekend
of pottery and community.

We are excited to see you there!
Learn more at queenstonpottery.com/events

EVERY THURSDAY 4PM - 1PM
1 PIECE $12.00

2 PIECE $18.00
STAY AND ENJOY A SLICE OF PIE FOR DESSERT

St. Davids-Queenston United Church

1453 York Rd., St. Davids
www.stdavids-queenstonuc.ca
Minister: Rev. YongSeok Baek

Rental inquiries: 905-262-5242

Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m.

Also online,
visit our website.

Council cut likely won’t happen soon

Continued from Front Page

to request that Flack reduce
its size to seven members
from nine.

Coun. Erwin Wiens said
Flack told him the decision
does not mean the idea is
off the table.

“What (Flack) said was,
at this point in time, they
weren’t going ahead with
it,” said Wiens, adding
Flack “did say that this
could be done for the 2030
election.”

“Timing may have been
an issue, but that’s a ques-
tion for Minister Flack.”

Flack did not respond
to questions by press time
about why the proposal
was declined — including
whether timing or legisla-
tive requirements played a
role.

Wiens said before Jan. 1,
the town “hadn’t gotten to
the point about reducing
council size.”

“That’s why the request
had to go to the province for
their assistance,” he said.

Town spokesperson
Marah Minor said the town
has not received a formal
written response outlin-
ing the decision not to go
forward with NOTL council
cutdown to seven.

She said that prior to an
April 2 press conference
— where Flack announced
proposed legislation to cut
Niagara’s regional council
from 32 to 13 members and
give the chair “strong” pow-
ers — there was a conver-
sation between Flack and

NOTL will still have nine councillors ... for now. FILE

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa.

“The minister indicated
that the request would not
be proceeding for the 2026
term of council,” Minor
said.

Zalepa was not available
for comment by press time.

Minor said the town’s
governance working group
did not play a role in com-
municating the proposal to
the province. Instead, the
information was conveyed
through the town’s govern-
ment relations consultant.

She added that staff were
directed by council to pro-
vide the approved motion
wording.

Minor did not respond
by press time to questions
about whether the approved
motion wording will be
made public, when it could
be released or whether it
could be provided.

“I think that the minister
made the wisest choice,”’
Wiens said.

“He made some changes,
but he did not make mas-
sive, drastic changes that
were going to have huge
implications and costly
implications,” he said. “He’s
left it up to Niagara region,

Niagara-on-the-Lake, to
make decisions based on
their own future.”

“So now, we sink or swim
on our own.”

Wiens said the request
was also to show the prov-
ince NOTL is willing to be
flexible with its governance
structure — work he said
the province acknowledged.

“Yes, he did,” Wiens
said when asked whether
the minister explicitly said
letters from Niagara mu-
nicipalities helped avoid the
prospect of amalgamation,
calling it “the victory here.”

“(Flack) looked at the
work we were doing in
Niagara and other mu-
nicipalities, but certainly
in Niagara-on-the-Lake,”
he said. “That helped him
make his decision — the
fact that we’re willing and
open.”

Other councillors said the
proposal raised concerns
about representation and
limited financial benefit.

“To me, the size of our
council only affects the rep-
resentation for our residents
— not any budget savings,”
said Coun. Gary Burroughs.

Coun. Sandra O’Connor

said if the province wanted
the change to happen, “they
could have approved it.”

“The province changed
the size of the Toronto
council in the middle of an
election period,” she said,
referring to the province’s
move July 2018, it reduced
the number of council seats
in Toronto to 25 from 47,
halfway through the year’s
municipal election cam-
paign.

O’Connor said the town
should weigh the broader
implications of any reduc-
tion.

“The downside is that it
reduces the availability of
councillors that residents
can contact for issues, thus
reducing democratic ac-
cess,” she said.

Coun. Andrew Niven said
cost savings would be rela-
tively minor in the context
of the town’s overall budget.

“For that reason, I don’t
believe cost savings alone
should be the primary
driver of a decision like
this,” he said.

He said any future chang-
es would need to balance
efficiency with maintaining
strong representation across
NOTL.

“I do think there will
continue to be conversations
about council composition,”
said Niven.

“Whether it remains a
priority will likely depend
on further input from the
province, as well as ongoing
local discussion and public
feedback.”

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com
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Keep the Entire 176 Wellington Site
Working for the Community

The Town'’s direction is clear.

Council’s guidelines, the NPG findings, and community input point to 176
Wellington as a place for learning, arts, culture, and shared experience.

An RFP for the entire site will bring forward strong, sustainable solutions on
this—supporting community use and long-term return for the Town’s
Community Health and Well-Being Reserve.

Council has also been clear: solutions should be judged on merit and long-term
sustainability.

We believe an adaptive reuse of the former hospital works.

We believe a fully programmed site—through leases, events, performances, and
parking—can generate meaningful, ongoing revenue to the town.

Parking has a role.
It is not the opportunity.
176 Wellington deserves a full review. 176wellington.ca
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NextGreatSave.ca

Help us win the Next Great Save.

Your vote will help us preserve and transform this
Il building! To learn more, scan the OR Code.

Vote daily from April 7 -24, 2026.

Man dead following Monday collision

Staff
The Lake Report

A man is dead following
a head-on collision Monday
morning on Niagara Stone
Road.

Niagara Regional Police
say officers were notified
at approximately 9:32 a.m.

from witnesses and pass-
ersby about a crash that in-
volved an SUV and a panel
truck. The two drivers were
alone in their vehicles.
“Tragically, one male
driver was pronounced
deceased at the scene,”
police said, adding that “the
driver of a second vehicle

Emergency Medical Ser-
vices to a local hospital with
minor injuries.”

Police would not name
anyone involved.

Officers responded to the
scene along with emer-
gency crews, including
Niagara Emergency Medi-
cal Services and Niagara-

following multiple 911 calls

was transported by Niagara  on-the-Lake Fire and

Emergency Services. The
police collision reconstruc-
tion unit has taken over the
investigation.

Police ask anyone who
witnessed the collision, or
who may have dash-cam
or video footage, to contact
them at 905-688-4111, op-
tion 3, extension 1009259.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Notice of Virtual Public Information Centre

QEW Garden City Skyway Bridge Twinning Project
Niagara Region, City of St. Catharines, Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake

THE PROJECT

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) and Infrastructure
Ontario (I0) have retained Skyway Bridging Partners to undertake
the Detail Design phase for the construction of new ‘twin’ Queen
Elizabeth Way (QEW) Garden City Skyway bridge across the
Welland Canal, north of the existing QEW Garden City Skyway.
The project limits are from Niagara Street, in the City of St.
Catharines, to Glendale Avenue, in the Town of Niagara-on-the-
Lake, as shown in the key map below.

zp

BUNTING ROAD

QUEENSTOM ROAD

BUNTING ROAD
AR
s
WELLAND CANAL

The scope of work includes:

+ Construction of a 2.2 km twin QEW Garden City Skyway bridge
connecting St. Catharines and Niagara-on-the-Lake

- Widening the QEW on approaches to the new bridge
+ Realignment of local roads

- Construction of pier protection systems, retaining walls and
stormwater management ponds

- Relocation of affected utilities
THE PROCESS

MTO completed a Preliminary Design and Class Environmental
Assessment (EA) Study in 2017, which followed the approved
environmental planning process for Group ‘B’ projects under the
Class Environmental Assessment for Provincial Transportation
Facilities (2000). The project's recommended plan is documented
in the Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR) (MTO 2017),
which received EA approval in 2018.

In September 2025, MTO transitioned this project from the 2000
Class EA to a Group ‘B’ project under the new Class Environmental
Assessment for Provincial Transportation Facilities and Municipal
Expressways (2024). The rationale for transitioning from the
requirements of the 2000 Class EA to the 2024 Class EA was to
improve the efficiency of the process, and reduce duplication, while
maintaining strong environmental oversight and protection. Any
commitments made during the 2000 Class EA process will be
considered and/or addressed or fulfilled under the 2024 Class EA
process. Further investigations, analysis, identification of protection

measures, and permitting are being carried out during Detail
Design, which will be incorporated into the contract package for
implementation during construction.

Information produced as part of this project, including background
information and the TESR, is available on the project's website at
www.gewgcs.ca.

VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE

You are invited to attend a Public Information Centre (PIC) for
this project:

The purpose of the PIC is to provide an update on the project, and
present and seek input on the design refinements. The PIC
materials will be made available on the project website for a two
(2) week comment period beginning on May 6, 2026, and ending
on May 20, 2026.

Date:
Time:

May 6, 2026
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Where: www.gqewgcs.ca

Virtual Meeting on Link:
https://lura-ca.zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_
QZ6KDSGOTHUYPwWkWkZxFWg

Call in Details:
Meeting ID: 680 4756 5595
d tel: 1-647-558-0588

COMMENTS

If you wish to provide comments, have your name added to the
mailing list, or if you have questions about the project, please
contact one of the project team members listed below:

Grant Kauffman
Environmental Director
Gkauffman@skywaybridgingpartners.com

Jeff Fellman
Project Director
Jfellman@skywaybridgingpartners.com

Mina Awad, P. Eng.

Senior Project Engineer

Major Highway Projects Division
Ministry of Transportation
Mina.Awad@ontario.ca

Information will be collected in accordance with the Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of
personal information, all comments will become part of the public
record. If you have any accessibility requirements in order to
participate in this project, please contact one of the Project Team
members listed above.

Ontario @

NEXT
GREAT SAVE

Save. Ranrw, Insgico!

A photo of the crash was posted to Facebook on Monday.
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It's Happening at the Riverbend Inn

Dig into Chef Jason Parsons' fresh take on Niagara French Bistro Cuisine
Offered Saturday to Sunday 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. | Riverbendinn.ca

Mention this ad and receive a complimentary glass of sparkling wine to enjoy with your meal!
Open daily for breakfast, Lunch and Dinner starting May 5th
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NOTL i bloom

Old Town celebration of flowers returns in May with animal inspiration

Staff
The Lake Report

Flowers, food and fes-
tivities will fill the streets
of Niagara-on-the-Lake
next month as the In Bloom
Festival returns with a
bigger lineup of events and
displays.

Running May 8 to 11, the
festival will transform Old
Town into a flower-filled
showcase, with organizers
promising expanded instal-
lations and new events for
this year.

Presented by Vintage Ho-
tels, this year’s theme, “all
creatures big and small,”
will feature animal-inspired
floral installations across
more locations, along with
interactive photo opportuni-
ties for visitors.

New additions include an
afternoon tea experience
hosted by HobNob Restau-
rant on May 9, 10 and 11, as
well as hands-on workshops
focused on flower arranging,
botanical art and garden
design led by local experts.

Visitors can also take in
large-scale floral displays
throughout Old Town and
other parts of Niagara-
on-the-Lake, designed as
walkable, immersive experi-
ences.

LA
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One of last year’s displays was outside of Zees Restaurant on Picton Street. This year's

theme will be “all creatures big and small,” focused on animal-inspired arrangements. FILE

The festival will open
with the Bonnet Luncheon,
where attendees are encour-
aged to wear floral-themed
outfits and compete for best
bonnet, alongside food,
drinks and photo opportuni-
ties.

Other highlights include
the Gardens at Pillar and
Post, featuring floral art
installations, boutique ven-
dors, a gardening speaker
series and food and drink
from local producers.

Gardening expert Frankie
Flowers is scheduled to
take part in the speaker
series and host the Birds
of a Feather Gala Dinner, a

floral-themed culinary event
showcasing Niagara chefs
and wines.

“We are thrilled to bring
Niagara-on-the-Lake In
Bloom back for a second
year,” said April Brunet,
vice-president of sales
and marketing at Vintage
Hotels, in a media release.
“With expanded installa-
tions, new experiences and
fresh culinary highlights,
2026 promises to be the
most immersive and inspir-
ing festival yet.”

Outdoor floral installa-
tions throughout Old Town
and participating busi-
nesses will be free to view.

Tickets will be required
for select events, including
access to the Gardens at
Pillar and Post, workshops,
the Bonnet Luncheon,
afternoon tea and the gala
dinner.

Admission to the Gardens
at Pillar and Post is $14
plus tax, or $21 plus tax
for a premium ticket that
includes a beverage.

Organizers are encourag-
ing visitors to make a week-
end of the festival, with
accommodations available
at Vintage Hotels properties
in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

To purchase tickets, visit
notlinbloom.com.

Pleasant Manor approved for daycare centre

Paige Seburn
The Lake Report

A daycare for up to 96
children is moving ahead
at Radiant Care Pleasant
Manor after Niagara-on-
the-Lake council approved
a zoning change Tuesday,
bringing the town’s younger
and older residents together
under one roof.

The amendment allows
a licensed daycare within
the seniors’ residence in
Virgil, to be located in the
basement of an existing
seniors’ apartment building
at 1743 Four Mile Creek Rd.
The space is being repur-
posed after a new 160-bed
long-term care home was
completed on the site late
last year.

For Radiant Care, the
decision marks a turning
point.

Pleasant Manor CEO Tim Siemens. KEVIN MACLEAN

“With this decision, it
gives us an opportunity now
to really mobilize,” said
Tim Siemens, the orga-
nization’s chief executive
officer.

“We have been doing
some work behind the
scenes with an architect
to cast out prospective,

preliminary designs — but
not going too far until the
decision was made.”

Siemens said it is too soon
to discuss detailed plans,
timelines or a budget, add-
ing he is not aware of any
further zoning changes or
approvals needed for the
site.

Hear conversations, laughter,
and life again.

But he said the idea
behind the project is already
clear.

“Our seniors — they just
get a lot of enjoyment of
watching children,” Siemens
said.

“I can’t begin to describe
how many teary eyes, in-
cluding my own, that I saw,”
he said, pointing to a recent
visit when about 40 to 60
kindergarten students from
St. Davids Public School
sang to residents in the
facility’s great room.

“These kids were sing-
ing, ‘L, O, V, E, we love
you’ and other songs,” said
Siemens.

“It was just so impactful,”
he said. “Having children
interacting with seniors and
vice versa — it just brings
so much joy and strengthens
communities.”

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Book a FREE hearing test

866-474-5701

MM LALANDE LAW

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

mmi

Wills & Estates, Real Estate,
Collaborative Family Law

Life’s transitions
can be complicated,
but good planning and
respectful solutions
make all the difference.
MM Lalande Law is here
to provide you with
legal support, whether
that’s with Wills &
Estates, Real Estate, or
Collaborative Family
Law.

WILLS & ESTATES SEMINAR - Apr. 29, 6:00-6:45pm
“POA Planning 101"

Call or email to register!

| %, (289) 868-9687 & mmllaw.ca
D mml@mmllaw.ca
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ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION | 410 RING ST. | 905-468-2353 &

NIAGARA FALLS/NOTL OFFICE:  tony.baldinelli@parl.gc.ca
905-353-9590

FORT ERIE OFFICE:
905-871-9991

tonyhaldinellimp.ca

facehook.com/tonybaldinellimp

Nagaraon-thelake

FISH FRY
EVERY THURSDAY 4PM - TPM
1 PIECE $12.00

2 PIECE $18.00

STAY AND ENJOY A SLICE OF PIE FOR DESSERT

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

amplifon

Hearing Care Experts

amplifon.ca
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STONE ROAD

Pharmacy

Caring beyond the prescription

Immunization Week
is April 26 to May 2

Don’t forget to keep up with
your regular immunizations

Call your pharmacist
and make sure you're protected.

stoneroadpharmacy.com
905-468-3000
1630 Niagara Stone Rd.

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

Stephen Lewis fundraiser responds

to global HIV/AIDS funding cuts

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

A sharp drop in global
funding for HIV and AIDS
programs is putting essen-
tial services at risk — and
a Niagara-on-the-Lake
fundraiser is stepping in.

The April 23 event,
hosted by Nyanyas of
Niagara in support of the
Stephen Lewis Founda-
tion, comes as community
groups delivering care and
support face growing pres-
sure from reduced interna-
tional aid.

It will feature former On-
tario premier and Canada’s
former ambassador to the
United Nations Bob Rae
and the foundation’s execu-
tive director, Meg French,
and run from 6 to 9 p.m. at
Central Niagara on York
Road. Tickets are avail-
able at events.niagaratix.ca/
events.

Nyanyas of Niagara is hosting a fundraiser April 23, to hopefully help make up some of
the cuts from major global donors to HIV and AIDS programs and research. SUPPLIED

Cindy Grant, a member
of Nyanyas of Niagara, said
cuts from major global do-
nors are leaving programs
in sub-Saharan Africa with
fewer resources to provide
health care, education and
basic services.

Nyanyas of Niagara has
operated for about a decade
and directs nearly all of its

fundraising to the founda-
tion, contributing more
than $130,000 to date. The
funds support efforts such
as health care, schools and
basic services for communi-
ties where grandmothers are
raising children with little
to no support.

The fundraiser also
follows the recent death

of foundation co-founder
Stephen Lewis, a longtime
advocate for HIV and AIDS
awareness, who died March
31 at 88 after a battle with
cancer.

Grant said the event
serves both as a tribute to
the foundation and as an
honour of his legacy.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

PEANUT DELIGHT (v) 68
ROASTED PEANUTS, ONIONS,
CUCUMBER, BELL PEPPERS, TOMATOES,
LEMON JUICE, SPICES, CHIPS

SPECIALS

DAHI PURI

HOLLOW PUFFS, STUFFED WITH

LIMITED TIME

DATE NIGHT MENU

$139 + HST FOR 2 PEOPLE. DINE IN ONLY

STARTER

CHOOSE ANY 1

SOUP OF THE DAY

ASK YOUR SERVER

SAMOSA CHAAT

POTATO & PEAS STUFFED SAMOSAS

THALI HOMEMADE DELECTABLE CHUTEYS  YOGURTSOURCHUTNEYS
CHICKEN OR
PANEER MAIN
DAL, RAITA, MAINS
PICLSLIT, DI CHOOSE ANY 2

RICE, ROTI/NAAN
$,4(I)INP IN ONl\)

BAIGAN BHARTHA @ ?Cﬁ“?gE?II;IC:S’INACH BASED @
AND TOMAT® BASED BREPARATION PREPARATION
THURSDAY PALAK PANEER PANEER MAKHANI MASALA
. INDIAN CHEESE IN SPINACH BASED PANEER IN A SPICY AND BUTTERY
o A PREPARATION GRAVY THICKENED WITH CASHEWS
BUTTER CHICKEN
$20 CHICKEN TIKKA MASALA DELHI BUTTER CHICKEN
\\VITI ! PLTR( ]I IA'\SE THIS NEEDS NO EXPLANATION ’I;‘IEIT;'{’;—{I\I;:II[{‘%%I;LS(;}&IEFIED KETCHUP.
OF A DRINK KADHAI LAMB GOAN FISH CURRY
BONELESS LAMB IN CINNAMON BASA FILLET COOKED IN A TAMARIND &
FLAVORED SPICY PREPARATION COCONUT BASED SPICY PREPARATION
FRIDAY
HALF PRICE
BOTTLE OF WINE ACCOMPANIMENTS

WITH MEAL

CHOOSE ANY 2

ROTI BUTTER NAAN GARLIC NAAN RICE
DINE IN ONLY
HST & DESSERT
GRATUITY NOT CHOOSE ANY 2
INCLUDED RICE KHEER AFFOGATO GULAB JAMUN
GREAT
SELECTION OF BOTTLE OF WINE
LLOCAL AND
INTERNATIONAL
st CABERNET SAUVIGNON PINOT GRIGIO

AND SPIRITS.

233 KING STREET | NOTL | LOS 6]0 | 905.468.7222

fo(@auraonthelake.ca
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vision to life.
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We are remodeling experts!

Whether it's a stunning
kitchen, a spa-like bathroom,
or a functional, stylish
basement, we will bring your

Quality craftsmanship, modern
designs, and a hassle-free
experience. Let us make your
dream space a reality!

CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

Brandon Noel
oTec 905 -325-2766

www.oldetownebuildingcompany.com

TRANSFORM
YOUR HOME

WITH OLDE TOWNE BUILDING CO.

Olde Towne
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On a cool morning at the
Sykes Landscaping yard,
Jeff Sykes is not behind a
desk. He’s where he tends
to be — outside, crouch-
ing beside a long row of
dark, steaming compost,
pressing a handful of the
material between his palms
and studying it with quiet
satisfaction. He smells it. He
nods.

“That,” he says, holding it
out, “is what good soil looks
like.”

Sykes has been design-
ing and building Niagara
on-the-Lake’s gardens and
outdoor spaces for more
than 20 years through his
firm, Sykes Landscaping.
Lately, he’s been adding a
new dimension to that work
— one that starts below the
surface, before a single plant
goes in..

The result is Soil
Yourself, a new division
of his business offering
hand-crafted organic
compost, premium topsoil,
and decorative mulch — all
made locally, and all held to
a standard Sykes has been

Soil Yourself is a division of
Sykes Landscaping, offering
hand-crafted organic
compost, premium topsoil,
and decorative mulch — all
made locally. Call 905-658-
7625 to order or inquire
about bulk delivery.
SUPPLIED
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Rooted in the Region

Jetf Sykes has spent 20 years building Niagara-on-the-Lake’s outdoor spaces.
Now he’s paying closer attention to what's underneath them.

working toward for a long
time.

“When we couldn’t find
the quality we needed,
we decided to make it
ourselves. Soil Yourself —
that’s the whole story, right
there in the name.”

The name, Sykes admits
with a grin, tends to get a
reaction.

“People hear it and they
laugh, and that’s exactly
the point,” he says. “But it
means something, t0o.”

The story behind it begins
with a problem familiar to
anyone in the landscape
trade. Great results depend
on what’s below the surface
— and for years, Sykes
says, sourcing truly reliable
compost and topsoil in this
region was a frustrating
exercise.

“You’d get material that
looked fine and then watch
it underperform all season,”
he says.

“Our clients expected the
best, and so did we. Even-
tually, we decided to stop
waiting for someone else to
solve it.”

So he started making his
own. What began as a prac-
tical workaround has since

Left: Soil Yourself's high-quality organic compost is available now for all your spring gardening needs.

Right: Founder Jeff Sykes takes pride in producing soil and compost that his own landscaping company uses.

become something Sykes
takes genuine pride in.

He spent years refining
the composting process —
researching inputs, adjust-
ing ratios, learning what
good decomposition actu-
ally looks and feels like.

He doesn’t outsource the
quality control. On any
given morning, you’re as
likely to find him turning a
compost pile as sitting at a
desk.

Grown Here. Made Here.

Soil Yourself products are available directly through Sykes Landscaping,
and are suited for home gardeners and professional landscape contractors
alike. Whether you're refreshing a raised bed, top-dressing a lawn or
preparing the ground for a new planting, the range covers what most growing
projects in this region actually need.

For Sykes, the appeal is straightforward: he knows exactly what’s in the
product, because he made it — right here in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Soil Yourself — A Division of Sykes Landscaping

Topsoil ® Compost ® Mulch — Locally Made, Niagara-on-the-Lake
Contact Sykes Landscaping at 905-658-7625 to order or inquire about bulk delivery.
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ST. DAVIDS LIONS CLUB

Figh F1Y -

Last event of the season

WARRIIN2
@ 4:30-700 &

"1 and 2 Piece Haddock

Fries or Baked Potato, Bread & Coleslaw

Thank you for your support.
Sece in Deloben.
EAT IN 1462 York Rd, St. Davids
TAKEOUT www.stdavidslions.ca

ST. DAVIDS LIONESS LIONS

SPRING MARKET

Saturday, May
S 9!“"10:2[“#{%%
Crafters & Vendors

Luncheon P Delln

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

Lecture will explore Lake Ontario battles

Staff
The Lake Report

Cannon fire echoed across
Lake Ontario more than two
centuries ago, as British and
American forces raced to
build ships and control the
inland waters — a dramatic
chapter of the War of 1812
that is often overshadowed
by battles on land.

That lesser-known history
will take centre stage later
this month as the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Museum con-
tinues its lecture series with
a presentation by historian
Gurth Pretty.

Titled “The Forgotten
Squadron: The Royal Navy
on Lake Ontario during
the War of 1812,” the talk
is scheduled for April 16 at
7:30 p.m.

Pretty will explore the
naval clashes that unfolded
on Lake Ontario, including
a fierce shipbuilding race
between British and Ameri-
can fleets. His presentation
will examine both triumph
and tragedy, from vessels
lost in violent storms to

MISKOW GENERATORS AND ELECTRIC LTD.

THE GENERATOR SPECIALISTS
Sales ° Service

Installation

905°994-1715

www.miskowgenerators.com

* Full Service Electrical Contractor
* Customer!

* Essential Preventative Maintenance Packages

* All work completed by

Electricians, Gas

Technicians and Certified Generac Generator

Mechanics
* EASY Fii ‘ (oac)
- In-Home Quotations

Genera

Generator

Installation and (D

Service

Electrical
Experience %

¢ Automatic standby Generatoy

Learn about naval battles of the War of 1812 at the NOTL Museum on April 16. SUPPLIED

the legacy of ships such
as HMS Hamilton, HMS
Scourge, HMS Wolfe and
HMS Royal George.

The lecture will also ad-
dress the role of the British
Royal Navy during the
conflict. While Royal Navy
forces were largely en-
gaged overseas in the fight
against Napoleonic Wars,
responsibility on the Great
Lakes fell primarily to the
Provincial Marine, a Brit-
ish naval force tasked with
transportation and defence
in Upper Canada.

Despite a reputation for
inefficiency, the Provincial

Marine played a key role in
supporting British opera-
tions, including those led by
Isaac Brock, Pretty argues.

Pretty, of Oakville, is
a founding member and
director of the HMS Psyche
Canadian Maritime Heri-
tage Society and regularly
takes part in War of 1812
naval re-enactments.

He portrays a warrant
officer, serving as both a
gun captain and mess cook,
and is also a crew member
aboard the society’s replica
late 18th-century longboat.

In addition to his his-
torical work, Pretty is a

HOSTED BY

with Bob Rae

April 23| 6-9 pm

Honouring the legacy of the
extraordinary Stephen Lewis.

certified cheese professional
through the Cheese Educa-
tion Guild of Toronto and
the author of “The De-
finitive Guide to Canadian
Artisanal & Fine Cheese,”
which won a World Gour-
mand Cookbook Award in
2007.

Prints featuring War of
1812 naval themes by Ca-
nadian artist Peter Rindlis-
bacher will be available for
purchase at the event for
$25 each.

The museum is located
at 43 Castlereagh St., and
registration is required to
attend the lecture.

Join the Honourable Bob Rae and
Meg French, Executive Director of The
Stephen Lewis Foundation, as they
share powerful, inspiring stories on
the impact the SLF has had on HIV &
AIDS related challenges in Africa.

Reception, Hors D'Oeuvres &

Refreshments, Cash Bar

“HYANYA" MEANS GRAMDMOTHER IN SWAHILI

A2l ok

Nyanyas of Niagara

Stephen Lewis
Foundation

Purchase your tickets today, and help
us fill the room with people commit-
ted to creating change in Stephen
Lewis' memory.

Your participation directly supports
grassroots organizations working on
the frontlines of HIV & AIDS in Africa.

It’s not just a generator

It’s a power move.

LIMITED SEATING. TICKETS:

$125 per person | $40 tax receipt
$200 for 2 tickets | $50 tax receipt
Cash Bar $8/glass

Facebook: Nyanyas Now

events.niagaratix.ca/events

GENERAC

Central Niagara
680 York Road, NOTL

| POWERPRO
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DESIGNATE

IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT, R.S.0. 1990,
CHAPTER 0.18 AND IN THE MATTER OF THE LANDS
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATION IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake intends to designate the
property at 1665 FOUR MILE CREEK ROAD, THE VIRGIL PUBLIC SCHOOL (30R13820 PART 1)) as a property of
cultural heritage value or interest under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.0. 1990, Chapter 0.18.

Description of Property

The subject property includes a one room schoolhouse also known as the “Virgil Public School,”
constructed in 1872. The building is situated at the north-west corner of the lot near the intersection
of Four Mile Creek Road and Field Road. The subject property is an approximately 3.75-acre lot

in the Village of Virgil, Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest

The property known as the Virgil Public School has cultural heritage value or interest for its design and physical
values, its historical and associative values and its contextual values.

The single storey stone structure is an example of a 19th century one room schoolhouse constructed in 1872.
The schoolhouse is considered a rare surviving example of a schoolhouse structure within the context

of Niagara-on-the-Lake. The schoolhouse has historical/associative value for its educational use.

The property is associated with education use between approximately 1829 and 2011 for a period of 182 years.

Description of Key Heritage Attributes

Key exterior attributes that embody the heritage value of the structure at 1665 Four Mile Creek Road
in Niagara-on-the-Lake include its:
Single storey massing
Rubble stone construction with parging at the exterior
Front (west) elevation Jerkinhead roof
Front (west) elevation circle shaped date marker, “S. S. No. 8, 1872"
Wooden roof cupola and weathervane
Wooden soffits
Front (west elevation) window openings which have been altered from original window and door openings; and

North and south elevation window openings which have been altered from original widow openings.

Objections

Any objection to this designation must be filed no later than 30 days after the date of publication of the Notice of
Intent to Designate. Objections should be directed to Grant Bivol, Town Clerk, 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, Niagara-
on-the-Lake, LOS 1T0. The last date to file a notice of objection is May 15th 2026.

Queries

Any further queries should be directed to Sumra Zia, Heritage Planner at (905) 468-3266 ext. 327 or through email at
sumra.zia@notl.com.

Dated at the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake this 16th day of April 2026
GRANT BIVOL, CLERK
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The
ol spring

The Niagara-on-the-Lake Horticultural
Society gifted the residents of Niagara
Long Term Care and Pleasant Manor
the beauty of spring this Tuesday,
delivering 263 kalanchoe plants to
those living in the long-term care
homes, including Diane Losier at
Niagara Long Term Care, here with
program therapist Brooklyn Gifford.
DAVE VAN DE LAAR

gift

THE TURNER REPORT

Garth Turner
Columnist

Living in a small town is
unlike the city. If someone
cuts you off pulling out of
the grocery store, you don’t
give them the finger. Odds
are you’ll meet again in the
post office. Awkward. Testy.

We all chose to be here.
We have to get along. At
least, we should try.

This brings us to the
delicate and forever subject
of the Royal George. As we
all know, the Shaw wants to
relace the ancient historic
pile with an industrial box
consuming almost half an
entire block with a faux-
replica theatre facade facing
the main drag and a six-
storey rump in the back.

Proponents of the festival
think this is a glorious and
triumphant thing. Others
see it as the wanton destruc-
tion of history and irrevers-
ible damage to the very
streetscape powering the
local economy.

Because the Shaw is the
plum of NOTLs elite class,
our politicians genuflect to
it. Tear down four notable
buildings and break every
heritage zone rule? Sure
thing, sire. Here’s your
permit.

Here’s the getting-along
part.

a 7 STANNI\IERSAR\(SALE!
SAVE THE DATE

715" ANNIVERSARY SALE!
APRIL 20™ - APRIL 25™

e

Opinion

Getting theatrical over the Shaw

sHAW

FESTIVAL

Awaiting a court decision, the Royal George and its
historic box office building seem destined to soon be piles
of rubble. Then come the trucks. GARTH TURNER

A recent column dove
into the Shaw’s financial
statements (“The Turner
Report: The little troop that
became Shaw Inc.,” March
26), since it seems odd a
charity suddenly erupts
with a $100-million build-
ing spree (the new George,
plus the “artists’ village”
where the old folks resi-
dence used to be).

We pointed out the the-
atre operations last year ran
a massive $20-million loss,
rescued by the largesse of
taxpayers and donors. We
also noted the existence of a
$40-million liquid invest-
ment nest egg the Shaw
maintains while paying its
600 employees with dollops
of public money.

Yes, the Shaw is great
for NOTL. Lucky to have
it. But ripping up the main
street while taking such a
financial gamble in dodgy
economic times seems rash.
So, a little scrutiny is not a
bad thing.

After all, the festival
depends on public support
to survive yet, as a charity
— even an empire-building

SELECT DESIGNER ACCENT CHAIRS
REGULAR OVER
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one with $45 million in
existing real estate — it
pays no tax to the town, the
province or the nation.

Last week in these pages,
resident Peter Barwell
ripped me a new one (“Let-
ter: Misquotes and half-
truths in Turner’s take on
Shaw”).

My words were rude, he
said, and has helped this
newspaper become a public
menace. “The paper is, in
my opinion, responsible for
the very poor state of men-
tal health of people living in
town,” he said.

That doesn’t include him,
of course.

Why does Mr. Barwell
think I have doubts about
the Royal George mega-
build? It’s personal, he says.
Because I live in the Old
Town.

“There are many other
construction projects cur-
rently proceeding that seem
to have escaped Garth
Turner’s attention. Maybe
this is because he is living
too far from them.”

(My house is two blocks
away. The one with the

gg9g

-

»

ATHARINES )

‘ extremely hairy, needy dog

in the courtyard.)

Does Mr. Barwell have
personal reasons for his
views? I had a look.

The prominent Chautau-
qua resident and his wife,
Marion, operated successful
B&Bs in town, on Queen
Street and Niagara Bou-
levard, catering to Shaw
patrons. Mr. Barwell served
on the Shaw Guild’s execu-
tive committee for six years.

He became president of it
in 2011, overseeing 300 fes-
tival volunteers. He’s been
in attendance for 80 per cent
of the events hosted by the
now-defunct Shaw Festival
Film Series, he claimed in a
media interview.

Supporting the festival is
also a Barwell family thing.

Daughter Pippa was in
charge of information and
communication at the Shaw
Guild. She currently works
for the festival as sales tech-
nology co-ordinator, build-
ing on her 10-year involve-
ment with the organization.
She’s a talented artist and
has sold her creations at the
Shaw Festival’s gift shop.

Other daughter Claudia
worked for several years in
the Shaw’s box office. Her
positive experience there is
credited with influencing
her parent’s decision to emi-
grate from Europe to NOTL
two decades ago.

Yes, our town is richer,
deeper, better to have the
Barwells in it.

More honesty would make
us perfect.

Garth Turner is a NOTL
resident, journalist, author,
wealth manager and former
Jfederal MP and minister.

garth@garth.ca

*HURRY IN, ONLY 1 LEFT OF EACH!
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[llusion of democracy belng watered down

Dear editor:

I recently became
concerned with Ontario’s
democracy, as we know it,
being eroded under various
pretexts.

When certain mayors
were given “strong mayor
powers,” my initial thought
was why have council-
lors when the mayor, if he
wishes is able to overturn
their decision.

Recently, the Ontario
provincial government has
decided that regional coun-
cil shall be made up of 12
mayors and a regional chair.
This would result in the loss
of our elected regional rep.,
the voice of the people at
region.

Our mayor, during the
last election insisted that the
mayor’s job was part-time,
discovering after a month
that he required an assistant
to help deal with the work
load.

If regional council is
made up of 12 mayors who
are overworked, how can
they possibly take on a

PROTECT
ONTARIO

: DOUG FORD_

Letter writer Luba Fraser recognizes the irony of Doug Ford's campaign slogan to,
“Protect Ontario.” Instead, she says his new policies to appoint a region chair and reduce
councillors threatens the fundemental foundation of democracy, all while introducing laws
that stop access to freedom of information requests pertaining to him or his staff. Is he
protecting Ontario, or destroying it from the inside out? FILE/DAVE VAN DE LAAR

regional council job which
also includes choices of sit-
ting on approximately seven
various committees.

To further water down the
illusion of democracy, the
regional chair, who is also
given strong mayor powers,
is to be a provincial govern-
ment appointee with little
knowledge of our town.
This is known as consoli-
dating power.

Why have the charade of
a regional council? Mayors
with strong mayor powers
can over-ride an elected lo-

cal council.

In turn, the appointed
regional chair with strong
mayor powers is able to over
ride the 12 elected mayors
with strong mayor powers.

Who wins? Obviously our
provincial government, who
will have protection from
the Freedom of Information
and Protection of Privacy
Act, which will be retroac-
tive in excluding the pre-
mier, his cabinet and their
staff. Their Bill 97 also
includes 16 other laws.

We must remain cogni-

zant that provincial policies
include increased density
and height, loss of heritage
structures and loss of open
space and tree cover. What
about the needs of local
residents?
I can not believe that
the Niagara mayors are
celebrating the province for
this decision. I thought this
started out to be made in
Niagara, for the people of
Niagara by the mayors of
Niagara decision.
Luba Fraser
NOTL

Old hospital process needs to reflect our wishes

The following letter was
sent to Lord Mayor Gary
Zalepa and members of
town council. A copy was
forwarded to The Lake
Report for publication.

Dear Mayor Zalepa and
members of council,

Thank you for your
response and for sharing the
Town of NOTL’s April 9
update regarding 176 Wel-
lington St.

After reviewing the
town’s communication, the
2024 survey results, and
recent public commentary,
I remain concerned that the
current direction of study
does not reflect the pri-
orities clearly expressed by
residents.

The 2024 engagement
results were clear. A strong
majority supported a com-
munity hub with multi-gen-
erational use, community
space and amenities that
serve residents.

There was also clear
support for maintaining
community use and green
space. At the same time,

a significant portion of
respondents indicated that
parking should not be the
primary focus of the site.

Despite this, the town has
confirmed that a concept
including structured parking
is being advanced as part of
the feasibility work.

If only one primary
concept is being studied in
detail at this stage, then that
concept should reflect what
the community has already
identified as its priority,
yet council and staff have
instead chosen to direct
resources toward a parking
inclusive model.

This concern is not lim-
ited to a single perspective.
Residents have been vocal
in expressing that this is the
wrong direction for the site.
Public comments, letters to
the editor and community
discussions have consistently
raised concerns that focusing
on parking does not reflect
what people asked for.

Many have questioned
why a site of this impor-
tance is being framed
around vehicle storage rath-
er than community use, and
have pointed to the risk of
increased traffic, underuse
outside peak tourist periods
and the loss of an oppor-
tunity to create something
meaningful for residents.

BURLINGTON
1200 BRANT ST. @ QEW
905-319-3535

Local media coverage has
reflected these concerns as
well, noting that council
directed staff to focus on a
parking based concept while
broader community driven
ideas were not advanced at
the same level.

At the same time, a
community-led vision, sup-
ported by input from more
than 1,200 residents and
numerous organizations, has
already outlined a concept
centered on arts, culture,
education and shared public
space, with parking treated
as a secondary element.

Taken together, the survey
results, citizen feedback and
public commentary all point
in the same direction. The
community is not asking
for this site to be defined
by parking, and many have
clearly stated that this ap-
proach is the wrong path.

The decision to begin
detailed feasibility work
with a parking-inclusive
concept does more than
explore an option. It sets the
framework for how the site
is evaluated and how future
decisions are shaped.

Starting from that posi-
tion risks narrowing the

outcome before community
aligned options are fully
considered.

Council has stated that
further work is needed to
ensure alignment with com-
munity priorities. Respect-
fully, that alignment should
be reflected in the starting
point of the study itself.

I would ask council to
clearly address:

1. Why the current feasi-
bility work is centered on a
parking inclusive concept
rather than a community
hub model,

2. Whether a full feasibil-
ity study will be conducted
based on a community hub
as the primary use of the sit;

3. How the town is ensur-
ing that the 2024 survey
results and ongoing public
input are directly shap-
ing the foundation of the
analysis.

This site is one of the
most important publicly
owned assets in Niagara-on-
the-Lake. The process used
to evaluate its future should
clearly reflect the direction
already provided by the
community.

Kirby Davis
NOTL

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style
Category: BITE ME

Pass the ammunition with this
alliterative phrase that refers to
getting on with an unpleasant task.

Last issue category: OUR GREEN PLANET

Clue: It's thought that this tree also called
a maidenhair tree was first cultivated in China
1,000 years ago.

Answer: What is a ginko tree?
Answered first by: Bob Wheatley

Also answered correctly (in order) by:

Emma Balsas, Jane Morris, Claudia Grimwood,
Sue Rautenberg, Lynda Collet, Jim Dandy,
Jeff Lake, Donna Pearce, Esther VanGorder,
Sheila Meloche, Rob Hutchison, Katie Reimer,
Marla Percy, Wade Durling, Susan Dewar,
Nancy Rocca,Catherine Clarke, Hedy Wiebe,
Jimmy van der Zalm, Tuija Johansson,

Derek Kraliz, Ella Andres, Margie Enns

Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com,
with your name, for a chance to win

a $25 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week.
(Subject line: Riddle me this)

*REMEMBER TO PUT “WHAT IS" FOR JEOPARDY
QUESTIONS!

Love games? Join us for fun events every
week at the Irish Harp Pub.
Details at www.theirishharppub.com

8O0 LOVED AND DEARLY MISSED
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SEPT. 6, 2014 - APRIL 9, 2026

She was one of the pups of Carson’s Stella.
Always anticipating her walks as she was very social
and especially loved the Queen Street route.
Ginny died in her sleep near her favourite spot by
the sofa early in the morning. Later that day our vet
called and explained that it was spleen carcinoma -
a silent killer that is hereditary in some breeds.
Our thoughts now as we grieve are that we were
lucky to share Ginny’s beautiful nature in our lives
and with others. She greeted family, friends, guests, -

shopkeepers and tourists - our ambassador.

Z

WOVEN CONCEPT
RUG GALLERY

WWW.WOVENCONCEPT.COM

WATERLOO |
283 NORTHFIELD DR. E. ("
519-208-2801
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Brian Marshall
Columnist

Perhaps one of the finest
Canadian late-20th-century
developments can be found
in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
The Village, designed by
the world-famous firm
Duany Plater-Zyberk &
Co., was envisioned to be a
human-scaled neighbour-
hood contextually sympa-
thetic with Old Town in
accordance with the best
precepts of new urbanism.

The “finished” plan was
to encompass a complete
range of amenities and ser-
vices necessary to realizing
a well-rounded lifestyle for
residents and, further, would
include commercial, retail,
entertainment and service
building spaces that would
help to ensure that the new
development became an
integrated part of NOTL’s
Old Town.

By 2003, about 50 homes
had been completed and
demonstrated the research

he

the designers had under-
taken to understand the
streetscapes and architec-

tural of the town then subse-

quently embrace that in the
new development.

For the next 14 years,
build-out of the residential
neighbourhood continued
and, while the late phases
of the development did not
achieve the benchmark of
architectural design excel-
lence established in the
earlier stages, the resultant
streetscapes and character
of the Village remained true
to Duany’s original vision.

In 2018, the developer,
Traditional Neighbourhood
Development Inc., applied
for rezoning on portions of
the property to facilitate
the promised commercial
buildings and amenities
that would contribute to a
holistic community.

For the first time, we
saw architectural render-
ings — produced under the
direction of Duany — of
the proposed commercial
spaces which would include
a hotel, assembly hall,
additional retail (includ-
ing a grocery store), etc.
These illustrations showed a
relatively bucolic vision, its
architecture and site layout
largely in-keeping with the
traditional forms and spaces
of the residential develop-
ment.

It was this plan that was

It doesn't take an architectural expert to notice the
approved plan for the Village took some dramatic and
unfortunate turns away from its original design, which was
meant to complement NOTL, writes Brian Marshall.

used during the applications
for lot severances (B-11-20
and B-12-20) in late 2020.
By September 2022, in ap-
pendix I of the documents
attached to the site plan ap-
proval application, the hotel
building has been altered
into a curved L-shaped
footprint.

Since the application
was introduced “at the last
minute” in the final meeting
of the previous council —
something that the develop-
er apologized for, citing the
need to have the entire site
plan approved in order to
complete the infrastructure
and medical building within
the 2022 calendar year
— it is not surprising that
the councillors may have
missed this alteration.

Interestingly, there were
no architectural renderings
included in the application
documents but, instead, a

“Village Centre code” is
provided.

This code, authored
by Duany in 2021, was
intended to “guide the de-
velopment” of the commer-
cial spaces and suggested
that the individual buildings
should “come by the hands
of multiple architects™;
“adequately accommodate
automobiles while being
principally oriented towards
pedestrians”; and, the archi-
tectural design(s) “should
grow from the regional cli-
mate, history and building
practice.”

What is fascinating is that
all of the drawings included
in the code show traditional
building forms and ele-
ments. Clearly the intent of
the code was to maintain
a continuity and cohesive
integration with the adjacent
residential neighbourhood.

And, I would assume the

code was included as part
of the application as an im-
plied assurance to council
and town staff that new
buildings to be constructed,
as per the site plan, would
be designed in accordance
with same — resulting in
contextually appropriate
architecture sympathetic to
the Village.

Instead, what we have wit-
nessed is the construction
of a 21st-century modern
glass and metal hotel that
speaks neither to Niagara-
on-the-Lake generally nor
the Village specifically.

Just to be clear, I actually
admire the design. However,
in no way is it imbued with
a “sense of place.” Let’s just
be kind and just describe
it as a great design in the
wrong place.

And, however inappropri-
ate in this place, the hotel
can claim to be a product
of talented design. Unfor-
tunately, this cannot be
said for the buildings that
line Perez Street and are
exposed to Niven Road.

Meant to partially screen
the parking lots from the
street, these two-and-a-
half-storey, flat-roofed
assemblies — constructed
of grey and buff brick —
are, despite having some
horizontal articulation,
simply boring and deliver
the somewhat tacky appear-
ance of a late-20th-century

Village lostits way on architecture and vision

industrial plaza.

Currently under construc-
tion between Niagara Stone
Road and the new hotel are
two buildings identified on
the 2022 site plan drawings
as “mixed use — commer-
cial.”

Now, if the sidewall of
the new grocery store is
any indication — its flat red
brick wall showing a feeble
attempt at ornamentation
via contrasting lintels and
gooseneck lamps — the
design of these buildings is
likely to be nothing to write
home about while blocking
the streetview of the only
decent building design in
the new development.

As a final note, the post-
2022 architectural drawings
were never brought before
the town’s urban design
committee (prior to council
disbanding same) for their
input and comments nor
aired in public.

Of course, the discarded
2018 plans were — but that
hardly counts, does it?

At the gateway to Old
Town, side by side, the
Stone Eagle Winery and
Garrison Centre welcome
visitors to NOTL with a
statement of architectural
bad taste.

Brian Marshall is a
NOTL realtor, author and
expert consultant on archi-
tectural design, restoration
and heritage.

Darcy Price CPA
Professsional
Corporation

1627 Niagara Stone Rd., Unit B2, Virgil

905-468-5300

Monday to Friday, 9 a.m.to 5 p.m.

*Accounting *Canadian-U.S. Taxation *Business Services
Formerly Lida Kowal Professional Corporation

LAKE RIVER
HOMES

SERVING THE NIAGARA
REGION

Cell: 905-380-4264
www.lakeriverhomes.ca

Additions
Renovations

New Builds

Finished Basements
Kitchens/Bathrooms

) (4 Hearing Care
amplifon .-

Hear conversations, laughter,
and life again.

Book a FREE hearing test

866-474-5701

amplifon.ca

Narnren

RENDOVATIONS

905.468.2127

PLUMBING, HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING

Mrformance

SALES & SERVICE -
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905-468-9735 '
901 East/West Line, NOTL

Loewen’s Fencing & Decks / Repalrs

. Post hole service

« Dump service

« Concrete pads
 Driveways

I

Call Peter 289-696-3509

RENT MY HUSBAND
in Niagara-on-the-Lake

See what he can do for you at:
www.rentmyhusband-notl.com

Or call me, Marion (905) 321-5776

CUSTOM DECKS, FENCES, SHEDS, PERGOLAS,
GAZEBOS AND HOME RENOVATIONS

NIAGAR 4

RESIDENTIAL .COMMERCIAL

ENTERPRISES
© f

289-690-0202
niagararce@yahoo.com

www.nrce.ca

GRACE UNITED
CHURCH

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, ONTARIO
222 VICTORIA ST. 905-468-4044

Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
www.graceunitedchurch.com
Our 203" anniversary | 1823-2026
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May hospital history not repeat itselt

Dear editor:

Between the town’s
press release of April 9
and NOTL developer and
resident Rainer Hummel’s
opinions in the Niagara
Now on April 10 (“Who
pays? NOTL hospital site
vision sparks backlash
from local developer, resi-
dent”), it is pretty obvious
which way the hot air is
blowing.

So, Mr. Hummel’s answer
is: “The town should put
the property up for sale and
allow the highest bidder to
present a proposal. If that
fails, he said it should be
sold off and left to a private
buyer to decide what to do
with it.”

Maybe that way we could
have fancy big hotels at
each end of Queen to book-
end Parliament Oak?

And what exactly is the
town’s concept? After the
extensive costly exercise
over the past year, which
determined that 25 per cent
of residents considered
parking a good future use
and fully 39 per cent said

o

Lot |

Bob Bader supports the James Burton Foundation’s vision for the old hospital, one
he says is based on the identified needs and desires of the community — not mainly a
parking garage like the rendering above, as the town has put forward. FILE

that parking should not oc-
cur on the site?

The architectural draw-
ings presented at the March
24 council meeting clearly
shows at least 80 per cent
of both floors of the “new”
building are devoted to
parking spaces.

The excellent consulta-
tion and report led by De-
nise Horne identified that
the site should remain in
town ownership and what
uses it should serve and
came with clear recom-
mendations; of which num-

BUSINESS

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

NIAGARA-ON-TH

E-LAKE

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

AN EVENING, UNDER THE STARS

ber three was to “identify
community partners,” and
they even provided guid-
ing principles to assist in
decision-making.

The James Burton Foun-
dation has already heavily
invested in community out-
reach and planning based
on the identified needs and
desires of the community.

Instead of working with
the foundation, we have
decided to spend an ad-
ditional $80,000 refining
what staff or council or our
lord mayor seem to think

Honouring the Best of Niagara-on-the-Lake

CLOSING IN 2 WEEKS

NOMINATE A COLLEAGUE,
BUSINESS, OR PEER

Nominations are open until

Monday, April 27th

chambernotl.com/business-awards

Scan here\

RPER

TREE CARE

Pruning
Planting

Removals
Plant Health Care

we need to identify before
we can go to a request for
proposal.

The hospital as such was
closed 10 years ago and
was bought by the town
in 2018. At the end of the
last term of council, there
was a request for proposal
process embarked upon,
which frustrated many and
was pointed to as a failure
of the last administration.

Hopefully, history won’t
repeat itself.

Bob Bader
NOTL

CERTIFIED

e Levi Harper

905-324-8609

harpertreecare@outlook.com
www.harpertreecare.com

ISA Certified Arborist ON-3141A
Ontario 444A Certified Arborist

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
— GOLF TOURNAMENT —

“ . CONNECTION,
AY OF GOLF, CON
APREMIERD TED HOSPITALITY IN

AND ELEVA — 4
NlAGARA-ON—THE-LAE;%:, i3
= e ——— ‘
DATE
June 18, 2026

LOCATION
Royal Niagara Golf Club
Niagara-on-the-Lake

SCHEDULE

Registration: 8:00 a.m.

Modified Shotgun Start: 9:00 a.m.
Lunch Reception: 3:00 p.m.

WITH NIAGARA'S BUSINESS
COMMUNITY!

Enjoy a memorable day of golf, premium =~
hospitality, exciting contests, great prizes,
and meaningful connections.

. AVAILABLE! /|
S /

PER PERSON

Contact Nancy for more information
¥4 nancy@niagaraonthelake.com | €, 905-468-1950 ext. 509
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Let’s focus on seniors living

Michael Ennamorato
Special to The Lake Report

As we documented
last week, the Niagara-
on-the-Lake seniors
housing study revealed a
broad consensus on basic
requirements.

Essentially, seniors want
to retain as much indepen-
dence as possible within
their existing NOTL com-
munity. The ready avail-
ability of health care and
incremental access to other
supports as needed are
critical to ensuring qual-
ity of life and reasonable
independence through the
aging process.

Despite wide agreement
on these core require-
ments, addressing seniors’
housing needs will require
a multi-faceted approach.
Complexity is elevated
by the array of personal
desires and circumstances
exhibited by seniors.
These fall into five broad
categories.

Geography: Seniors
living in different parts of
NOTL vary significantly
in terms of proximity to
services and amenities,
transportation dependence
and dispersion of social
networks.

Community engage-
ment: Some seniors have

very dense and localized
social networks and mul-
tiple points of community
engagement — and want to
retain them.

Others have smaller net-
works of friends and family
that are easier to maintain,
but can become deleteri-
ously sparse as people age.

Household structure:
Seniors living alone (typi-
cally women) have unique
needs that are not neces-
sarily shared by others.
Those needs can become
more critical with social
isolation, when there are
few family or friendship
supports available.

Health condition: Physi-
cal and cognitive health
issues tend to become more
acute as one ages, requir-
ing progressive growth
in supports. Beyond this,
however, the situation is
further complicated by the
broad range of physical and
mental difficulties that exist
among the elderly.

These are often experi-
enced in unique combina-
tions of comorbidity and
severity, resulting in a wide
array of health outcomes
that must be addressed
within a residential setting.

Financial resources:
While some neighbour-
hoods in NOTL have a
reputation for affluence,
this should not mask the
reality that many of our se-
niors are of modest means.

Some live in financially
precarious circumstances
and almost half admit to
some degree of financial
apprehension.

Not all can, or even wish

UW - LTVEY 'lTl
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Niagara-on-the-Lake’s seniors housing advisory committee, led by Cindy Grant,
emphasizes that there’s no “one size fits all” solution to the town’s seniors housing
challenges — no single project or development can provide the answer on its own. FILE

to, pursue the gold standard
of assisted living. Care
should be taken to remain
sensitive to the needs of the
less affluent and to avoid

a tendency for “high-end,”
high-profile housing pro-
posals to distract from con-
sideration of more modest
options and creative rental,
ownership and co-operative
approaches.

These sources of vari-
ability intersect, creating a
wide range of expectations,
desires and fundamental
needs among seniors when
it comes to current and fu-
ture housing requirements
and related supports.

Clearly, seniors do not
represent a single homoge-
neous group with respect
to this issue or, in fact, any
other. They exhibit a least
as much heterogeneity as
does any other broad seg-
ment of the population.

It follows, then, that the
most effective approach
to meeting seniors’ hous-
ing needs will involve
establishing a network of
multiple housing forms and
integrated flexible supports
that allow each individual
to travel with dignity on a
personal journey from full
independence through to ag-
ing in place, assisted living
and possibly long-term care.

As NOTL’s seniors hous-
ing advisory committee
consistently emphasizes, and
as our research confirms,
there is no “one size fits all”
solution to the town’s seniors
housing challenges.

This becomes even
clearer when it is consid-
ered that the integration of
housing, health care and
living supports defines a
much broader concept —
seniors living rather than
simply seniors housing.

When contemplated from
this loftier viewpoint, no
single project or develop-
ment could possibly pro-
vide the answer on its own.
Importantly though, each
could certainly contribute
to a satisfactory solution in
combination with others.

The diversity and com-
plexity of need also suggest
there must be an openness
to fostering cross-project in-
tegration and to considering
innovative design options
and financing structures.

This takes some pressure
off of individual projects
since no single one needs to
aspire to be THE solution.

There is also the implica-
tion that seniors living so-
lutions could function quite
well as modest comple-
ments to larger multi-use
developments, such as
might be contemplated for
the old NOTL hospital site.

, not just seniors housing

The seniors housing com-
ponent would both benefit
from, and add colour to, the
community vibrancy that
emerges from such multi-
use sites. The same holds
true for multi-generational
and accessible housing pos-
sibilities.

All of this may sound
daunting from the perspec-
tive of the municipality and
other levels of government.
Certainly, seniors wish
to stay here and the vast
majority (90 per cent) feel
local government should
be doing more to help them
do that.

It should be pointed out,
though, that the study did
not uncover any sense that
seniors are looking for a
“handout.”

Instead, there seems to be
an expectation that govern-
ment step in directly when
required, but more impor-
tantly provide leadership
in creating the conditions
necessary for appropriate
development to proceed
with the goal of establish-
ing a housing ecosystem
that benefits all seniors and
the community as a whole.

Michael Ennamorato is a
social geographer, retired
researcher and former
president of TNS Canada.
The NOTL seniors hous-
ing survey was designed
and analyzed by Stephen
Ferley and Ennamorato,
both NOTL residents with
extensive research design
and related executive con-
sultancy experience. Field-
work and data processing
were conducted by Niagara
College.

Maybe a dinner theatre would be better?

Dear editor:

I read, with interest, Nich-
olas Colaneri’s letter in the
April 9 edition of The Lake
Report, “The question that
was never asked of Shaw,”
outlining the reason’s why
the 1915 historic site, the
Royal George Theatre, was
approved to be demolished
by the Town of Niagara-on-
the-Lake.

He states the reason given
was “the building was fail-
ing, preservation was not
viable, demolition was the
only option.”

He says the fundamental
question that should have
been asked and answered
— “Could the Royal George
have been preserved, mod-
ernized and expanded to
meet every goal the Shaw
Festival identified, within
the rules that exist to protect
our heritage district, at what
cost” — was never asked.

He says, “Industry stan-
dard suggests the answer is
yes.”

I personally wonder
why this lovely building
could not be upgraded and

NIAGAR

ON THE
LAKE

MUSEUM

renovated to become a din-
ner theatre. It would be a
venue that would allow for
a variety of lunch or dinner
theatre options, small musi-
cal performances with lunch
or dinner, comedy nights,
jazz/blues, a lot of interest-
ing, intimate offerings for
the local residents.

Perhaps it could be a
draw for tourists who like
a quaint visit to a historical
Old Town, maybe a week-
end stay at a local B&B or
inn, or a romantic getaway
mid-week — a year-round

sustainable option that is
different from the current
offerings.

I wonder: who will come
to this second location of
the big beautiful new Shaw
Festival Theatre, year-
round, and how much dam-
age three years of construc-
tion and loss of visitors will
do to our quaint town?

Will we still have our
unique, historical town —
the destination that is the
real draw for our visitors?

Megan Wood
NOTL

il

.

We welcome your letters

The Lake Report welcomes your letters to the editor.
Please, write early and often. Letters ideally should be
under 400 words long. Occasionally, longer letters may
be published. All letters may be edited for conciseness,
accuracy, libel and defamation. Please include your full
name, street address and a daytime telephone number
so that authorship can be authenticated. Only names and
general addresses (eg. Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be
published. Send your letters to editor@niagaranow.com or
drop them by our office at 496 Mississagua St., NOTL.

April 16 17: 30 p.m.

905-468-3912 | notimuseum.ca | 43 Castlereagh St.

LECTURE: GURTH PRETTY — THE ROYAL NAVY
ON LAKE ONTARIO DURING THE WAR OF 1812
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Democracy will suffer from Ford’s government overhaul

David Israelson
Special to The Lake Report

Remember that old
expression, “You can‘t
fight city hall?” Thanks to
a sneaky move by Pre-
mier Doug Ford, that may
become true in Niagara-on-
the-Lake.

On Thursday, April 3,
just before the Easter long
weekend, Ford and Mu-
nicipal Affairs and Hous-
ing Minister Rob Flack
introduced a bill called the
Better Regional Governance
Act that will dial back de-
mocracy in Niagara Region
along with several others
(Durham, Halton, Muskoka,
Peel, Simcoe, Waterloo and
York).

If you have concerns
about these proposed major

changes in who we get to
vote for and how they gov-
ern in Niagara, you’d better
speak up fast.

There will be a brief
comment period, some
quick legislative hearings at
Queen’s Park, but with its
huge majority, Ford’s gov-
ernment aims to pass this
law and make the changes
take effect this fall, right
after the municipal elections
when voters are supposed to
have their say.

Niagara voters will have
less say about what hap-
pens in the region once this
law takes effect. The bill
reduces Niagara’s regional
council from its current 32
members to 13. The new
council will be made up
of the region’s 12 mayors
(including Niagara-on-the-
Lake’s lord mayor) plus
a Ford-appointed honcho
who will serve as “head of
council.”

Recall that Niagara’s
most recent appointed chair,
Bob Gale, resigned under a
cloud, after trying repeated-
ly to push forward the idea

YER

Columnist David Israelson says Premier Doug Ford's
decision to change Niagara’s regional government is a
step away from democracy, giving too much power to
an unelected chair and lowering the voices of smaller
municipalities under a weighted voting system. He says
people need to speak up now before it's too late. FILE

of amalgamating the region,
a move that would have
given NOTL less of a say.
The pro-amalgamation
putsch failed, but it doesn’t
really matter, because
under Ford’s new legisla-
tion, whatever people in
this town of 19,000 want

will count for less than ever
before.

The proposed legislation
gives the new, unelected
“head of council” strong
mayor powers to overrule
any democratic decisions he
or she doesn’t like. That’s
where the real power lies.

It also calls for a system
of weighted voting among
the remaining 12 regional
councillors. While it’s not
entirely clear yet how this
will work, it sounds like
the votes of the councillors
who are also mayors the re-
gion’s larger cities, such as
Niagara Falls, will matter
more than the votes of the
small-town mayors, such as
ours. That weakens NOTL
even more.

It all really boils down to
one thing: if you’re a voter
in Niagara-on-the-Lake, the
province wants to hear less
than ever from you about
decisions that affect your
town. Your voice will be
weaker and smaller.

This is not to say that
reforming Niagara’s elec-
toral system is entirely a
bad idea. It’s not: for years,
many residents have been
unsure of what benefits
having all these regional
councillors (and paying
them) brings to the town.

And let’s face it, over
the years, successive
NOTL town councils have

Co"mpany#

Start Your Business
This Summer!

not necessarily earned
the public’s adulation by
making a lot of popular
decisions.

To be fair, it’s not easy
to please everyone. There’s
also the argument that the
way our local and regional
governments are structured
gets in the way of efficient
decision making, even when
we elect the best people
possible.

It’s frustrating that
decisions on crucial issues
such as housing, seniors’
care and infrastructure
seem to go through endless
debate and long-delayed
outcomes.

Surely there has to be a
better way. But surely it’s
not by ramming through
provincial legislation that
gives more power to an
unelected chair, without
asking the people it will
affect. If you care about
democracy, speak up, while
you still can.

David Israelson is a
writer and non-practising
lawyer who lives in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.

Are you 15-29 with a great
idea? Summer Company
offers up to $3,000 in funding
plus expert mentorship to
help you launch and run your

own summer business.

Build real skills, connect with
local business leaders, and
be your own boss.

Spots are limited—apply now
and make this your
breakthrough summer!

® Celebrate Mother’s Day

with a creative and relaxing afternoon at
Ravine Vineyard in partnership with Paper
Homes. Join us on May 9th at 3pm for a
guided paint, wine, food and FUN!

Perfect for moms, daughters, friends, or anyone looking to
enjoy a thoughtful Mother’s Day experience.

For all details & booking, please scan the OR Code
or visit: ravinevineyard.com/pages/ravine-events

RAVINEVINEYARD 2

ESTATE WINERY

NIAGARA FALLS

JIT\
SBC

Small Business Centre

Click on the
application form

provided, and guests will be
guided step-by-step to create
their own artwork.

905-356-7521 Ext. 5130
smallbusinessoffice@niagarafalls.ca

1368 YORK ROAD | ST DAVIDS, ON | 905.252.8453 | RAVINEVINEYARD.COM
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NOW HIRING

Visitor Information
Services Officer

TOURISM NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

LOCATION:
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON (Onsite)

POSITION TYPE: Full-Time
WAGE: $17.60 per hour

START DATE: May 1, 2026
DURATION: 16 weeks
AVAILABILITY: Weekends required

ELIGIBILITY

Funded through Canada Summer
Jobs. Applicants must be 15-30
years old and eligible to work in
Canada.

HOW TO APPLY

Full details and posting at
niagaraonthelake.com/careers

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

NOW HIRING:
SUMMER STUDENT
ADMINISTRATION SERVICES
COORDINATOR

The Niagara-on-the-Lake Chamber of Commerce
is seeking a dynamic and organized
summer student for the position of

Administration Services Coordinator role.

Salary: Full-Time $17.60 per hour
Start Date: May 1, 2026
Duration: 16 weeks

Funded through the Canada Summer Jobs.
Applicants must be 15-30 years old and
eligible to work in Canada.

If you are passionate about event planning,
communications, database maintenance and
other fun initiatives, we would love to hear from you.

How to apply:
For details visit chambernotl.com/careers

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Email us.

Council needs clear, compelling vision

for old hosp

Dear editor:

As I read recent editions
of The Lake Report, I've
noticed a strong and con-
sistent theme in the letters
regarding the old hospital
site at 176 Wellington St.

Many residents are
advocating for the property
to remain a community
space, with several sug-
gesting that council invite
creative proposals through a
formal request for proposals
process.

There is, however, an
important aspect of this
discussion that has not
been clearly addressed, and
overlooking it may come at
a real cost to both current
and future residents.

It appears that council may
be jumping too quickly to
decisions about what to build
and how to use the space,
before clearly defining what
the community truly wants
this place to become.

This is puzzling. Council
took a valuable and com-
mendable step by commis-
sioning research, which
showed overwhelming
support for maintaining this
site for community use. That
research captured something
essential: the collective aspi-

ital plans before d

A rendering of the town’s vision for a parking garage at
the old hospital at 176 Wellington St. Letter writer Jennifer
Reimer hopes town council will keep exploring options
that are in line with what the community wants. FILE

ration of the town.

In my experience — both
in the corporate world and
in working for a decade
with leadership teams
building strategy — the
most successful outcomes
begin with a clear and com-
pelling vision.

Before plans are drawn or
solutions are designed, there
is a period of imagining: ex-
ploring possibilities, identi-
fying what truly matters and
asking what kind of legacy a
decision might create.

With that in mind, I
would have expected the
next step to involve council
engaging more deeply with
the research and a vision for
the property. What could
this space become for the
community? What needs

could it meet, not just today,
but for decades to come?

And, I would expect
council to actively engage
with organizations that have
already proposed meaning-
ful and inspiring uses for
the property.

Instead, the next step com-
municated to the public was
the hiring of an architectural
firm to begin sketching po-
tential uses for the site.

More recently, the move
toward developing more
concrete plans for a parking
lot suggests a direction that
does not reflect the com-
munity’s clearly expressed
desire for meaningful com-
munity use.

Without a clearly articu-
lated vision to guide these
decisions, this risks putting

eC1S10n

form ahead of purpose —
like asking a builder to
begin construction before
the blueprint has been
agreed upon.

Perhaps there are elements
of the process that have not
been fully shared with the
public. If so, greater trans-
parency around the guiding
vision would be welcome.

Because from the outside,
it is difficult to reconcile
the community’s expressed
hopes with outcomes that
appear (at least in early
concepts) to fall short of
that potential.

This site represents a rare
opportunity. It is not just
about land use — it is about
identity, legacy and what
we choose to prioritize as a
community.

My hope is that council
will pause, return to the
core question of what this
place should mean for the
community and take the
time to articulate a bold and
inspiring vision that truly
reflects the aspirations of
the people it represents.

From there, the practical
decisions can follow with
clarity and purpose.

Jennifer Reimer
NOTL

Do we really need another community hub?

Dear editor:

I must admit that I’ve
viewed the full page ad
on page 5 of the April 9
edition of The Lake Report
with some concern and
some questions. First,
some facts.

In 1951, the community
of Niagara-on-the-Lake
was not the same as it is
now. Thanks to a prior pro-
vincial Progressive Conser-
vative government, Virgil,
Queenston, St. Davids,
Glendale and a larger rural

area were added to what is
now known as Niagara-on-
the-Lake. About a third of
the NOTL population lives
in what is commonly called
Old Town.

For those of us who do
not reside right there, Old
Town is not on the way to
anything. Except to attend
Shaw performances and fa-
vourite restaurants, I seldom
need to visit Old Town.

The 1,200 residents who,
according to the ad, have
“expressed a clear direc-

tion” represent about seven
per cent of the municipal
population, not an over-
whelming number.

When the current library
and community centre
building was constructed,
it was supposed to become
the “community hub.” In
my opinion, a second com-
munity hub not much more
than a kilometre away from
the first one seems exces-
sive for a town of our size.

Perhaps council and
town staff should develop

a comprehensive list of the
recreation infrastructure
the town owns, manages

or otherwise supports to
determine whether these
assets are widely dispersed
in a way that makes at least
some of them accessible

to all of the population of
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

This exercise might
identify where additional
recreational investment
would be beneficial.

Kenn Moody
NOTL

New parking lot big opportunity for Queen Street

Dear editor:

I’m probably in the
minority, but having seen
the town’s plan for what
parking would look like
on the old hospital site,
I’'m in favour of it.

Isn’t a lack of parking

orFao] RELAXED FINE DINING
AT STREWN WINERY

(and associated revenue)
one of the main road-
blocks to having per-
manent patios on Queen
Street?

Who can doubt that
we need more parking?
And if it keeps the facade

L

e
J N ith

of the old hospital, it
wouldn’t be an eyesore.
Isn’t this an opportu-
nity to think big(ger)
for NOTL? Imagine part
of Queen Street as a
pedestrian-only street,
with broad sidewalks

~—

and a beautiful tree-line
median.

If that’s what we could
get by using the old hos-
pital building for parking,
then count me enthusiastic.

Kevin Leicht
NOTL
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Our plan to
protect Ontario
IS building new
pipelines

As Canada stares down economic uncertainty, we're ready with
a plan to protect Ontario. We're building to bring opportunity,
good jobs and growth home to our province.

That's how we protect Ontario.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

ontario.ca/ProtectOntario -
Paid for by the Government of Ontario O n ta r I 0
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Across

8. Bucharest resident, for example (8)
9, To an excessive degree (6)

10. Company known as “Big Blue”
(1,1,1)

11. Hearty Sunday lunch (3,5)

12. Fan blade (4)

16. Mobs (7)

19. Close-cropped hair style (4,3)

20. Solvent (7) 3
22. Before sunrise (7)

23. Piled carelessly (2,1,4)
24. As good as it gets (7)

28. Scotch partner (4)

32. Flattened (8) .
34. Hard, durable wood (3)

35. Seller (6)

36. Science of heredity (8)

Down

1. Game played on horseback (4)

2. Capital of Croatia (6)

3. He asked “What is truth?” (6)

4. One (5)

5. Knock (4)

6. Very detailed picture receiver (1-1,2)
7. Scheme (4)

11. Pictures of people (9)

13. Applaud (7)

14. Twisted into a confusing mass (9)
15. Command (6)

17. Pepper (7)

18. Morning assemblies (6)

19. Drinking vessel (3)

21. Salesperson (3)

25. Nosedive (6)

26. Cracked (6)

27. Wonky (5)

29. Singles (4)

30. Assistant (4)

31. Tender (4)

33. Apiece (4)

roids

RE/MAX TEAM
IN CANADA!

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto — not just in town.

% . * NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 7 NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

13 UPPER CANADA DRIVE 16 MILLS LANE 22 CREEKSIDE DRIVE 1426 NIAGARA STONE ROAD
2+1BED + 2 BATH + 1,104 SQ. FT. 2+1BED » 3 BATH + 1,703 SQ. FT. 2+2 BED « 3 BATH * 1,591SQ. FT. 3+1BED * 5 BATH * 2,400 SQ. FT.
$925,000 $1,174,900 $1,219,900 $1,560,000

Call the brand that gets your home [NOTICED!

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.
905-641-0308 - Sold@GolfiTeam.com - www.GolfiTeam.com

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. fConditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated.

SCAN FOR A FREE
HOME EVALUATION




Page 21
April 16, 2026

FEATURED

| EXPLORING HISTORY

WITH NOTL MUSEUM

A dramatic splashdown into the Pacific

This image from a magazine in the Museum’s collection shows the splashdown of the Apollo 11 mission, one of
the most iconic moments in human space exploration history. It shows the first astronauts to land on the moon safely
returning to the Pacific Ocean, where they were recovered by the U.S. Navy. This stood as a defining benchmark
in human spaceflight for more than half a century. That is, until the Artemis II mission returned safely to Earth
on April 10. Both missions concluded with successful Pacific Ocean splashdowns, where their crews were safely
recovered. During its 10-day mission this April, the Artemis II crew, made up of Reid Wiseman, Victor Glover,
Christina Koch and Canadian Space Agency astronaut Jeremy Hansen, travelled 694,481 miles. Their lunar flyby
carried them farther than any humans have ever travelled, surpassing the distance record set during the Apollo era.
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You came-You judged-You scored...

The response to our Dish Duel exceeded every expectation.

From the incredible turnout to the thoughtful feedback,

This was just the beginning... we’re already excited to do it

again—and make it even better!

Totals are out of a potential 1,870 - Dip numbers are lower

as some opted out of the 8 and tasted 6

The Winners are....
Mini Beef Wellingtons 1,405
Crispy Lobster Bites 1,341
Caprese Dip 749
Feta Dip 771
Chicken Souvlaki Bowl 1,088

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

Before modern air travel, there were seaplanes

DR. BREWN

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

Who wants to spend time
in major airports these days,
especially Pearson?

Just getting to the airport
can be a struggle given
high volume traffic into
Toronto at almost any hour,
and once there, crowds and
lines, and most frustrating,
significant flight delays and
cancellations. And once up
and away and crowded in
my seat, there’s not much to
see from several miles up.

For 20 years, our family
got around by flying single-
engine aircraft to and from
our cottage in Haliburton,
points west as far as Chi-
cago, Florida to the south
or to the east, Boston and
Halifax.

The whole experience was
much better than commer-
cial flying. We could see
migrating birds in season,
the unfolding country we
were crossing, and overall
travel times rivaled com-
mercial flying because of all
the time gobbled up getting
to and around large com-

mercial airports.

Flying small aircraft
was also safe because the
aircraft we owned were
well-maintained and on-
board flight-instruments,
navigational-aids and real-
time weather information
rivaled what some commer-
cial aircraft carried in those
days.

Powered controlled flight
began with the Wright
brothers in 1903 with a
very fragile-looking aircraft
powered by a 12 horse
power engine and flights
lasting less than a minute.

But it wasn’t long before
increasingly reliable and
powerful engines and much
improved aircraft designs
led to the production of
close to 200,000 aircraft in
the First World War, most
single-engined biplanes
some of which were capable
of level speeds in of 120-
130 miles per hour.

Following the First World
War, there were steady
improvements in aircraft
design and the piston en-
gines which powered them
spurred on in the 1930s
by Germany’s military
ambitions and responses by
Britain, France, the U.S. and
later Russia.

Development continued
throughout the Second
World War and led to the
revolutionary introduction
of the first jet aircraft in
early 1943-44 in Germany,
Britain and the United

=

Among the intercontinental aircraft in service between

the two world wars, the Boeing 314 Clipper was often
considered the best of the lot. WIKIMEDIA

States, with speeds well
beyond those of the most
powerful piston-engined
aircraft of the day.

These days, there are
lots of land-based airports
around the world but in the
interwar period of the 1920s
and 1930 there were few
and far between, especially
in underdeveloped regions
of the world.

Hence the need in the
interwar period for large,
long-range aircraft de-
signed to take off and
land on water (seaplanes),
some later were fitted with
landing gear, making them
amphibians — able to take
off and land on land as well
as water.

Those intercontinental
aircraft were four-engined
giants designed to carry
passengers, the number of
which was dictated by the
distance to be flown and

hence fuel needed to get to
the destination, plus a gen-
erous margin for safety.

The best of the lot based
on overall performance was
the Boeing 314 Clipper,
which could carry up to 74
passengers. For night flights,
there were up to 36 berths.

What’s striking are
photographs of the day
which reveal a luxury of
the accommodation far
exceeding what’s available
today including generous
dining spaces complete with
table clothes, flowers, well-
dressed passengers and staff
and gorgeous meals.

The tables were repur-
posed for various games
between meals. Fights may
have been long but there
was plenty of space to move
about and excellent service.
And not a seat belt in sight.

For its day, the Clipper’s
performance was excellent.

Range was 4,200 miles, and
the cruising speed with four
reliable Pratt and Whitney
radial engines each generat-
ing up to 1,600 horse power,
was 180 miles per hour

— the same as our family
four-place lightplanes.

It’s obvious from the num-
bers that crossing the Pacific
from San Francisco to Hong
Kong would have taken at
least 40 to 50 flight hours,
depending on the winds
aloft, and several days with
two or more enroute stops
to refuel and service the
aircraft as needed at bases
in Honolulu, Midway, Wake,
Guam and Manila before
reaching Hong Kong.

The bases included classy
overnight accommodation
provided by the airline. To-
day’s commercial jets make
the trip non-stop in 13 to 15
hours with far less room and
luxury.

The British Short Empire
flying boats were a little
smaller and shorter-ranged
compared to the Boeing
Clipper and designed to
service the far-flung British
Empire through a series
of stops between the UK.,
Egypt, South Asia and
Australia.

With the onset of the
Second World War in Eu-
rope, most of those aircraft
were repurposed by the
government to maintain
links throughout the empire
and in the Atlantic provide
protection against German

submarines by surveillance,
sometimes attacking, and
even sinking, surfaced U-
boats.

By the end of the war and
the accompanying huge
expansion of land airports,
there was little need for
giant seaplanes despite
attempts to market newer,
higher performance designs
with turboprop or jet
engines for the civilian and
military markets.

The result was that most
died out except for a few
repurposed to fight forest
fires.

The passing of those
magnificent giant seaplanes
mirrors the rapid evolution
of aviation, which began
with the Wright brothers
123 years ago and much else
in science and engineering
over the same period.

The pace of this is picking
up with RNA and DNA
engineering, cosmology
through ground-breaking
telescopes that allow us to
peek to edges of the known
universe and Al, the darling
or devil depending on your
perspective, which, coupled
with quantum computing,
will profoundly change sci-
ence, how we live and what
we understand

Dr. William Brown is
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the
InfoHealth series at the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library.
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CELEBRATION of LIFE

FRED LUK

JUNE 24, 1955 — OCTOBER 29, 2025

Please join us in honouring
the life and memory of Fred
on Saturday, June 13, 2026
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
The Barn at Pillar and Post
48 John Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake

Fred was a remarkable human being and meant so much

We know he would be happy to see everyone getting
together and enjoying themselves. We hope you can join
us in sharing stories and memories and celebrating a
wonderful man and a life well lived.

* Refreshments ¢
www.morganfuneral.com/memorials/fred-luk/5657067

to so many — family, colleagues, employees and friends.

Sign up at ontario.ca/OntarioCorps

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Obituary
John (Bob) Lavery

LAVERY, John Robert (Bob) —

May 13, 1942 - April 12,2026

Bob was born in Toronto and grew up in London,
Ontario, where he completed his high school education.
He went on to earn his Chartered Professional
Accountant designation from Queen’s University.

He began his career in Toronto with Ernst & Ernst,
an international firm of business consultants and CPAs.
It was there that he met Elaine Shawlinski, who became
his lifelong partner and a constant source of strength
and support in both his personal and professional life.

Bob worked in the Toronto, London and Winnipeg offices of Ernst & Ernst,
eventually becoming the partner in charge of the Winnipeg office. This role brought
the family to Winnipeg, where Bob and Elaine raised their two daughters, Shaunna
Lynn and Cara Joyce.

During his career, Bob undertook an advisory assignment with a European
company, which ultimately led to the formation of Winpak, a company he was asked
to lead. Under his guidance, Winpak grew and prospered, and Bob remained at its
helm until his retirement in 2005.

Following his retirement, Bob continued to contribute to the business community,
serving on the boards of several Winnipeg-based companies and remaining actively
involved in community initiatives. In recognition of his leadership and service, he was
honored with a Paul Harris Fellowship from the Rotary Club and named a Fellow of
the Institute of Chartered Accountants.

In 2012, Bob and Elaine retired from Winnipeg and moved to Niagara-on-the-Lake,
where they embraced a new chapter filled with activity and enjoyment. They shared
many happy years there until Elaine’s passing in 2020. Bob is lovingly remembered by
Shaunna and her children, Zach and Ella, as well as Cara and Anne and their children,
Jack and Henry.

Bob’s family offers deepest appreciation to those who supported him in the final
weeks of his life. Special thanks are extended to good friend Michelle Scott, the
doctors of St. Catharines Hospital and the staff of the Royal Henley.

Memories, photos and condolences may be shared at www.morganfuneral.com.

Ontario @
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DESIGNATE

IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT, R.S.0. 1990, CHAPTER 0.18 AND IN THE
MATTER OF THE LANDS AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATION IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake intends to designate the property at 115 DELATER STREET,
THE DOCK COMPANY MANAGER HOUSE (PLAN M16 LOT 18) as a property of cultural heritage value or interest under Part IV of the Ontario
Heritage Act, R.S5.0. 1990, Chapter 0.18.

Description of Property

The Dock Company Manager House is a one and a half storey wooden framed building constructed between 1830-1840. A series of later additions
have been added onto the structure. The property is located on the east side of Delater Street in the historic Dock Company area.

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest

The property known as the Dock Company Manager House has cultural heritage value or interest for its design and physical values, its historical and
associative values and its contextual values.

The residential structure at 115 Delater Street is a representative example of a Greek Revival style residence. The subject property is one and a
half storeys in height with a symmetrical three bay facade and asymmetrical side elevations. The roof type of the main structure is a gable roof
with overhanging eaves and projecting verges, featuring a fretted verge board detail at the gable ends. The subject property contains vertical
rectangular window openings. The facade contains double hung windows with a six-over-six configuration. The main entrance to the residence is
located in the center of the fagcade. The residence sits on a low foundation.

115 Delater Street has associative value with the history of the Town’s Dock Area and the former Niagara Harbour and Dock Company (NHDC). The
NHDC contributed heavily to the growth of the Town, as the commercial-industrial enterprise brought settlers and business. The industry in the
Dock Area evolved to include the use of railways and steamships which provided further economic contributions, as well as tourist opportunities
to the community of Niagara-on-the-Lake. The residence at 115 Delater Street is a vestige of the NHDC and the larger Dock Area industry that
impacted the development of Niagara-on-the-Lake.

115 Delater Street has contextual value because it is important in maintaining the historic character of the area. The modest Greek Revival style
residence on the subject property reflects the impact of the NHDC development on the design of the buildings within the Dock Area. This is also
reflected through its relationship with the other remaining structures along Delater and Ricardo Street. The subject property lies near various other
historic buildings listed on the Municipal Heritage Register. The subject property acts as a character supporting resource for the diminishing modest
residences reflective of the NHDC and early Dock Area industry.

115 Delater Street has contextual value because it is historically linked to its surroundings as part of the original NHDC lands and the Dock Area
of Old Town. Visually, the subject property is linked to the location of the original marina, which remains today, and is visible from the subject

property.
Description of Key Heritage Attributes
Key exterior attributes that embody the heritage value of the dwelling at 115 Delater Street in Niagara-on-the-Lake include its:

Original one-and-a-half storey Greek Revival structure
Original box-like structure
Symmetrical three-bay facade
« Gable roof with overhanging eaves
Fretted verge board at gable ends
Rectangular window openings throughout
« Low foundation
Location along Delater Street
Existing setback from the road
Historical connection to Niagara Harbour and Dock Company

. Historical connection to Dock Area of Old Town

Objections

Any objection to this designation must be filed no later than 30 days after the date of publication of the Notice of Intent to Designate. Objections
should be directed to Grant Bivol, Town Clerk, 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake, LOS 1T0. The last date to file a notice of objection is
May 15th 2026.

Queries

Any further queries should be directed to Sumra Zia, Heritage Planner at (905) 468-3266 ext. 327 or through email at sumra.zia@notl.com.

Dated at the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake this 16th day of April 2025
GRANT BIVOL, CLERK
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TEXT OR CALL GREG TODAY @ 905.329.3484
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REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND
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