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OPINION

Dear editor:
Part two of a long-view 

perspective involves tour-
ism. It may seem that con-
cerns about its facilitation 
and growth are relatively 
new. It has, however, been 
an issue since the 1970s.

I was involved in building 
out the fi rst wing of the Pil-
lar and Post in 1972, adding 
modestly to the hotel room 
count to complement that 
of the Oban Inn. Coupled 
with the increased demand 
associated with the new 
Festival Theatre, it quickly 
became a popular land-
ing place for visitors who 
wanted to stay overnight.

Additions were subse-
quently added, along with 
the opening of Queen’s 
Landing and the rapid 
growth of the bed and 
breakfast network. Although 
a Saturday morning trip 
to Queen Street was better 
made by bicycle, as car 
traffi c had by then become 
dominant, the situation 
seemed sustainable.

It was, in fact, being 
promoted by our chamber 
of commerce and leaders of 
the wider Niagara commu-
nity, who were attempting 
to increase the number of 
visitors as well as encourage 

them to linger for two to 
three nights. Myrtle Beach 
was used as an example.

Toward the end of the 
1970s, however, a few of 
us became concerned with 
the growing number of 
tourists, particularly on 
summer weekends, without 
suffi cient infrastructure to 
deal with the related traffi c. 
We believed steps were 
needed to understand what 
the probable future could be 
and what to do about it.

Experience in visiting 
other communities with-
out adequate controls — 
mine included an attempt 
to visit Provincetown, 
a historic village at the 
end of Cape Cod, where 
we arrived, drove around 

slowly for an hour look-
ing for parking and had to 
leave as none was avail-
able — suggested what 
was likely ahead for our 
Old Town community.

Three remedies were cit-
ed, refl ecting what appeared 
to be workable solutions 
elsewhere. For possibly up 
to 100 days a year:

• Peripheral parking 
would be available. Fort 
George and town-owned 
lands now occupied by the 
community centre would be 
allocated, with a jitney ser-
vice available to transport 
tourists into town.

• From, say, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., four blocks of Queen 
Street would become a 
walking mall, with prec-

edents elsewhere suggest-
ing merchant sales would 
increase.

• Bus traffi c would be 
routed away from down-
town, relying on the 
adjacent parking and, for 
those who wished, the jitney 
service. This rerouting, in 
fact, happened.

Here we are, 45 years 
later, when tourism appears 
to be the major strategy, 
new hotel and other rooms 
are approved without due 
consideration of the conse-
quences, including adequate 
infrastructure, which, 
without other controls, will 
almost certainly fall short.

So, a question looms 
large: Has anyone in au-
thority or infl uence really 
thought this through? That 
includes knowledge of citi-
zen revolts about overtour-
ism nearby and throughout 
the world. I’d easily run 
out of fi ngers and toes 
counting those up.

Tourism represents 
an opportunity, but can 
also become a curse. As 
elections draw near, let’s 
determine which way we 
are leaning and take the 
appropriate actions.

Terry Mactaggart
NOTL

The debate over tourism is nothing new, says Terry 
Mactaggart. Things like shuttles can help manage impact.

More tourism seems to be in our future
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Brian Marshall
Columnist

This is the conclusion to 
our three-part examination 
of the issues posed by short-
term rentals and variations 
on that theme.

In simple terms, every 
unhosted short-term rental 
unit takes a dwelling out 
of the long-term rental 
and/or single family resi-
dential market.

These units are used to 
temporarily house a series 
of transient visitors who do 
not contribute to the health 
of our community — in any 
fashion other than spending 
their dollars in the town’s 
tourist-oriented businesses 
— since only permanent 
residents actually create 
social viability.

Furthermore, research 
has proven that unhosted 
short-term rentals increase 
the rental rates of long-term 
rental units and infl ate the 
purchase price of properties 

— particularly dwellings in 
what would historically be 
considered an “affordable” 
home category.

It should be noted that 
these observations do not 
apply to bed & breakfast 
establishments operated in 
owner-occupied dwellings; 
town residents who are, 
by and large, some of the 
strongest contributors to a 
healthy, vibrant community.

Moreover, the published 
research does not generally 
advocate for the complete 
elimination of unhosted 
short-term rentals, but rather 
suggests that the total num-
ber in any given municipal-
ity and geographic concen-
tration of these units must 
be carefully managed to 
avoid the identifi ed negative 
impacts to the long-term 
rental market, the preserva-
tion of “affordable” prop-
erty offerings and the social 
health of the community.

Hence this columnist’s 
call for a cap on the number 
of unhosted short-term rent-
als and ongoing enforce-
ment oversight of this type 
of operation.

And speaking of unhosted 
short-term rentals, it has 
come to my attention that, 
for reasons which remain 
publically opaque, the town 
is suggesting the dwelling 
units being built above the 
commercial spaces in Clay-

fi eld Commons shall not be 
included in this category.

Say what?
Adam Hawley, in an inter-

view with The Lake Report 
in January 2025 (“Clayfi eld 
Hyatt hotel planned for 
the Village,” Jan. 9, 2025), 
stated that: “The hotel will 
not be owned by Hyatt but 
instead will function as a 
franchise. We [Traditional 
Neighbourhood Develop-
ments] are the owners and 
developers of it — it’s not 
going to be owned by Hyatt 
or anybody else.”

If, as Hawley attested, 
these units will be owned 
by a development corpo-
ration and not the hotel 
chain, it seems to me that 
the corporate owner will 

actually be an institu-
tional real-estate inves-
tor in multiple conjoined 
dwellings (analogous to a 
real estate investment trust, 
known as a REIT) and the 
hotel franchise — typically 
considered a unique legal 
entity under the parameters 
of normal franchise agree-
ment law under “separation 
of entities” case law — will 
simply be fi lling the role of 
a contracted booking and 
maintenance agency.

Quite frankly, even if 
Hawley’s lawyers had 
been able to structure a 
workaround to avoid the 
restrictions of the Arthur 
Wishart Act and convinced 
the Hyatt’s legal folks by 
defraying their “vicarious 

liability” exposure, the 
elephant in the room must 
observe the following:

Should the town simply 
roll over on the Hawley 
short-term rental exemption 
overture without contest, it 
will largely curtail, by legal 
precedent, any municipal 
oversight on future devel-
opment applications that 
might seek to leverage the 
Clayfi eld exemption to 
extend the acceptable legal 
parameters captured therein 
— the current Randwood 
application comes to mind.

Thus, bit by bit, the legal 
underpinning by which a 
municipality can defen-
sibly justify decisions to 
preserve its community in 
the face of a developer’s 
application are eroded.

Then, we have the “fun 
with words” issue.

Honestly, after read-
ing “planning justifi cation 
reports” attached to multiple 
applications submitted to 
the town, I’m starting won-
der if the principal authors 
of these documents are not 
required to pass a graduate 
course in Edward Bernays’ 
school of manipulating 
public opinion.

As a textbook case, con-
sider the planning justifi ca-
tion report included with 
the application for rezoning 
and offi cial plan amend-
ments that would allow 

for the construction of a 
58-room boutique hotel on 
the Strewn Winery lands at 
1339 Lakeshore Rd.

At no point in the plan-
ning justifi cation report is 
this development identi-
fi ed as a “hotel,” rather the 
author(s) of the report go to 
great extremes in attempt-
ing to stretch the provincial 
defi nition of allowed “farm-
stay accommodations” — 
which, according to the cur-
rent legislation still requires 
a local short-term rental or 
bed & Breakfast licence 
in order to operate — to 
encompass their overture.

A 58 room B&B ... really?
But, it is my guess that 

the authors of the plan-
ning justifi cation report 
anticipated local resident 
and possible municipal 
pushback to an application 
for a hotel built on agricul-
tural lands and indulged in 
prevarication in an attempt 
to mitigate the issue.

Unfortunately, this 
approach to massaging 
the language of planning 
applications is not the 
exception, but has almost 
become the norm.

So many things need to be 
addressed.

Brian Marshall is a 
NOTL realtor, author and 
expert consultant on archi-
tectural design, restoration 
and heritage.

We don’t need to axe rentals — just manage them

A short-term rental home on Davy Street. FILE
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Ross Robinson
Columnist

Very few people enjoy a 
short road trip more than me. 
Or better still, a medium-
length or long road trip.

And for whatever reason, 
since I was a young lad, I 
have been a keen reader and 
observer of licence plates. 
My dad used to come up 
with mathematical and 
geographical games that 
made trips on the Canadian 
Prairies pass faster, as we 
would drive from Winnipeg 
to Regina or Edmonton or 
Port Arthur/Fort William.

Weird, I know, but many 
families have their quirks, and 
we loved visiting relatives.

Just last week here in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, I 
spotted a bit of an outlier 
of a licence plate on Queen 
Street, near the cenotaph. 

From New Brunswick.
Subconsciously, that day, I 

had passed many of the usu-
al Canadian plates. Indeed, 
Ontario is to be discovered, 
Quebec remembers, Brit-
ish Columbia is beautiful, 
Alberta has wild roses, 
and Manitoba is friendly. 
Yukon notes the Klondike, 
Nova Scotia is our ocean 
playground, and the slogans 
continue.

But it seems New/Nou-
veau Brunswick is our most 
patriotic province This 
offi cially bilingual prov-
ince’s licence plate reads 
“New/Nouveau Brunswick 
Canada.” And, the individu-
al plate number.

This piqued my interest, 
and I did a quick Google 
search on provincial licence 
plates. Only New Bruns-
wick proudly includes the 
word “Canada.”

Due to its geography 
and a rather low popula-
tion count, we don’t tend to 
think of New Brunswick too 
often. For many Canadians, 
it’s a necessary part of the 
road trip between Ontario 
and Quebec and the other 
three Atlantic provinces.

And it’s not a short pass 
through on the Trans-Can-
ada Highway. A long drive, 

with lots and lots of trees to 
marvel at. Did they name 
Robinsonville after one of 
my relatives?

Just think back some 40 
years to our magnifi cent 
Terry Fox and his Marathon 
of Hope, which started in 
Newfoundland and Lab-
rador and went through 
New Brunswick. Running a 
marathon each day, through 
all types of weather. Some-
times, 10, 11 or 12 hours, 
moving with his unique gait 
and determined look. The 
Marathon of Hope has now 
raised about $900 million 
dollars for cancer research.

Be with us on Sunday, 
Sept. 20 this year, as NOTL 
continues to take part. You 
will feel the enthusiastic 

vibe in Simcoe Park, with 
the irrepressible Joan King 
at the helm again. Watch 
for more details as Sept. 20 
approaches.

And although I have been 
fortunate to spend a lot of 
time in our Maritimes, I still 
fi nd some names confusing. 
Even now, I hesitate before 
saying Saint John or St. 
John’s. Feel free to check 
up on me, but methinks it’s 
Saint John, N.B. and St. 
John’s, N.L. And be sure to 
pronounce Newfoundland 
properly.

There is the totally 
wonderful Cabot Trail, best 
driven in a clockwise direc-
tion, and also the Cabot 
Tower at the top of Signal 
Hill in St. John’s. It com-

memorates John Cabot’s 
discovery of Newfoundland. 
And the fi rst transatlantic 
wireless communication 
is well explained on two 
plaques.

I do hope you organize a 
road trip, road trip to New 
Brunswick sometime soon. 
When in that neck of the 
woods, get off the Trans-
Canada at Moncton and 
experience Magnetic Hill. A 
classically Canadian road-
side attraction, only about 
30 minutes out of the way, 
and very well-signed.

Our peripatetic family 
was there in 1960, or 1961, 
and the memory is vivid. 
Magnetic Hill is a natural 
phenomena, an optical il-
lusion if you will. Called a 

gravity hill, it tricks us with 
nearby rising and descend-
ing terrain.

Point your car uphill, 
facing the gradual slope. 
Soon, your automobile will 
be moving in the “wrong 
direction,” seemingly up-
hill. If this sounds kind of 
weird and hokey, it is. But a 
not-to-be-missed Canadian 
experience.

It is called trashy on 
Wikipedia, but they are 
wrong. It’s great. And, only 
10 bucks per vehicle, or 60 
bucks for a tour bus. Such 
a deal.

My parents were deter-
mined to show us the Mari-
times, after their three years 
based in Halifax during the 
Second World War. The 
folks there were so hospi-
table then — And still are.

On 9/11, Gander, N.L. led 
the league in welcoming 
surprise guests for a night or 
two or three, and I do hope 
you have enjoyed the hit 
show “Come From Away.”

My goodness, hasn’t this 
just been an unusual version 
of Ross’s Ramblings?

We can all agree that 
people down east are special 
and kind. Enjoy a lobster 
dinner and some chowdah.

rossrocket9@gmail.com

Ever taken a close look at 
a licence plate from New 
Brunswick? It’s one of 
the only provinces where 
the plates have the word 
“Canada” on them (the 
other one is Nova Scotia). 
True patriot love, indeed. 
ROSS ROBINSON

Don’t overlook this province on your next cross-country trip
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Last issue’s answers

SPICY

Crossword Puzzle
Across
1. Total (3-2)
4. Fat bakers make a hash of the 
morning meal (9)
9. Framework of hexagonal cells (9)
10. Petty offi cer on a merchant ship (5)
11. Game with traps and checks (3,6)
12. Headed (5)
13. “Good Will Hunting” star (4,5)
15. Cheap WW2 sub-machine gun (4)
17. Of the present month (4)
19. Victories (9)
23. Overtly aggressive man (5)
24. Perceptive (9)
26. Where you are now (5)
27. Noiseless (9)
28. Aping (9)
29. Sides in an eternal battle (5)
Down
1. Belief that there is no God (7)
2. Not strict (7)
3. Cargoes (8)
4. Tolerate (5)
5. At an early stage (9)
6. Sticky snacks? (6)
7. Kind of rifl e (7)
8. Switched on (5,2)
14. Il Duce (9)
16. Humiliates (8)
17. Tel Aviv native, for example (7)
18. Feudal Japanese warrior (7)
20. Support for an orator (7)
21. Artists’ models (7)
22. Battle of Jericho leader (6)
25. Colloquialism (5)
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Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto  — not just in town.

16 MILLS LANE
2+1 BED • 3 BATH • 1,703 SQ. FT.

$1,174,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

8 FIRELANE 14D ROAD
2+1 BED • 3 BATH • 1,500 SQ. FT.

$1,249,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

19 OAKLEY DRIVE
2 BED • 3 BATH • 1,615 SQ. FT.

$1,198,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

905-641-0308  •  Sold@GolfiTeam.com  •  www.Golf iTeam.com

Call the brand that gets your home  NOTICED!

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. †Conditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated. 

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.†

905-641-0308

FREE
HOME EVALUATION

CALL TODAY!
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Girl Guides and the 
royal visit of 1939

Girl Guides have been a familiar part of community life 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake, participating in parades, public 
celebrations and service activities throughout the year. This 
photograph was taken during the excitement surrounding 
the 1939 Royal Tour of King George VI and Queen Eliza-
beth, the fi rst visit to Canada by a reigning monarch. Across 
the country, Guides helped welcome the royal couple and 
took part in commemorative events. For many young wom-
en, Guiding offered opportunities to develop leadership 
skills, serve their community and form lifelong friendships. 
While Guiding has changed over the years, one tradition re-
mains especially popular: selling Girl Guide cookies. First 
introduced in Canada in 1927 as a fundraiser, the iconic 
cookies have become a cherished tradition, helping support 
Guiding activities while satisfying generations of sweet-
toothed Canadians. Today, many residents still look forward 
to cookie season as much as the Guides themselves.

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

Is anything safe from 
artifi cial intelligence these 
days?

It’s hard to pick up the 
New York Times or science 
and engineering journals, 
including high-quality, 
generalist journals such as 
Science and Nature, without 
weekly, even daily remind-
ers about the latest achieve-
ments in AI.

Those reminders fuel 
concern about the grow-
ing omnipresence of AI 
not only in science, but the 
wider public work space 
and, in this column’s case, 
mathematics.

Mathematics is the linch-
pin key to understanding 
the universe on the larg-
est and tiniest scales. That 
was certainly the case for 
Einstein’s general relativ-
ity theory in 1915 and 10 
years later Heisenberg’s and 

Schrödinger’s independent 
mathematical solutions 
for describing quantum 
mechanics, and in the latter 
half of the 20th century, was 
the case for mathematical 
models designed to explain 
the universe’s beginning 
and expansion — efforts 
that all led to Nobel prizes.

Mathematics is about rela-
tionships. Take that simplest 
and powerful equation, E 
= mc2 which simply states 
that energy (E) is equal to 
mass (m) times the speed of 
light (c) squared (c2) — an 
equation Einstein came up 
with in 1905 as one of four 
major triumphs that year.

Before Einstein, who 
would have imagined that 
such a relationship could 
be expressed so simply, 
and precisely, with no other 
modifying factors? That 
takes conceptual genius, 
expressed in this case by 
mathematics and foreshad-
owed by Einstein’s thought 
experiments.

Or what about Einstein’s 
later equation that related the 
curvature of space-time to 
mass — so wonderfully il-
lustrated on an exterior brick 
wall in Leiden, Germany?

To those who live and 
breathe mathematics, espe-
cially as applied to physics, 
mathematics can be beauti-

ful because of its power 
to express nature in such 
precise condensed ways.

Indeed, Steven Weinberg, 
a Nobel Prize winner for his 
contributions to the stan-
dard model for describing 
atomic physics, felt that one 
of the reasons Einstein’s 
theoretical model, general 
relativity, was so widely 
accepted early on was that 
the math underpinning his 
theory was so beautiful.

So, readers might be 
sympathetic to mathemati-
cians world-wide who were 
upset when OpenAI found a 
solution to a long-standing 
mathematical problem that 
hitherto had not been solved 

by humans. Perhaps more 
upsetting was that Ope-
nAI’s solution was novel.

Mathematicians world-
wide were so upset that 
some banded together and 
published a manifesto of 
sorts, called the Leiden 
Declaration on Artifi cial 
Intelligence in an attempt 
to establish ground rules 
for AI.

Aside from bruises to 
egos rubbed the wrong 
way by highly publized 
releases of triumphs by 
OpenAI in mathematics, 
the underlying concern was 
lack of transparency by 
the companies about their 
methods, including how 

their algorithms work and, 
in some cases, evolve to 
become even more potent.

Then there’s the practi-
cal problem accompanying 
the onslaught of AI — how 
human mathematicians can 
vet a growing slew of papers 
using AI.

That’s a real problem, and 
not only in mathematics but 
any fi elds such as phys-
ics, which depend so much 
on mathematics. How can 
you judge a paper’s math 
when it’s been generated by 
AI, and you have no clue 
how AI got to the solution? 
Those are fair points.

These problems with AI 
are just the tipping point, 
because the power of AI 
seems to increase expo-
nentially — unlike human 
intelligence, as Steven 
Weinberg reminded us.

Nor is it just OpenAI: 
there’s a growing number 
of AI companies including 
Google’s Deepmind and 
Anthropic, to say nothing of 
several new start-ups.

Back in May, I wrote 
about Richard Dawkins and 
his encounter with Claude 
and the question of whether 
Claude was conscious and 
intelligent (“Dr. Brown: 
Richard Dawkins believes 
AI may be conscious ... but 
is it?” May 14). My take on 

was that AI is certainly in-
telligent, based on its ability 
to learn and solve problems, 
but with a caveat.

ChatGPT came out in late 
2022 and look what’s hap-
pened since. Plot the curve 
for human intelligence and 
AI’s intelligence and the 
differences are obvious.

Human intelligence based 
on the same criteria — our 
ability to learn and solve 
problems — has barely 
changed in 100,000 years, 
but our collective knowl-
edge and understanding of 
nature has increased expo-
nentially, especially in the 
last few hundred years.

By comparison, AI’s data 
base has also increased 
exponentially, especially 
in the last few years and 
will continue to do so as it 
learns more from us and 
evolves its own machine 
equivalents to Einstein’s 
thought experiments to 
autonomously come up with 
novel solutions beyond its 
data base — a power that 
will increase much faster 
with the coming of quantum 
computing.

Dr. William Brown is a 
professor of neurology at 
McMaster University and 
co-founder of the InfoHealth 
series at the Niagara-on-
the-Lake Public Library. 

AI solved a math problem that stumped us for decades

Mathematics is key to understanding the universe and is 
able to represent complex concepts with a near-artistic 
simplicity, such as in this illustration in Leiden, Germany 
of Albert Einstein’s fi eld equation. WIKIMEDIA

FEATURED

905-468-3912 | notlmuseum.ca | 43 Castlereagh St. | Open daily 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

ESSENTRICS CLASS Every Wednesday in July, 9-10 a.m.
Low-impact, all-levels standing class, indoors at the museum.
Admission is by donation.

Visit our website to register!
Spots are limited.

905-468-3912 | notlmuseum.ca | 43 Castlereagh St. | Open daily 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
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William Charnetski
CHARNETSKI, Dr. William Alexander —
June 22, 1940 – June 25, 2026
With profound sadness and deep gratitude 

for a life well lived, the family of Dr. William 
Alexander Charnetski announces his peaceful 
passing on June 25, 2026, at Hotel Dieu 
Shaver Health and Rehabilitation Centre in St. 
Catharines, Ontario, surrounded by the love of his 
family and held in the arms of his beloved wife, 
Emily.

Born on June 22, 1940, in Stettler, Alberta, Bill 
was the son of Alexander and Mary Charnetski 
(née Turko). Raised in Edmonton, Alberta, he 
developed a lifelong devotion to his Ukrainian 
heritage, his faith, and his community. As a young 
man, he was actively involved in the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church and its cultural traditions. 
He loved Ukrainian dancing and, together with 
a close group of friends, was among the fi rst 

dancers in what would become the world-renowned Shumka Dancers.
Faith remained the foundation of Bill’s life. Though he once seriously considered 

entering the ministry, he ultimately followed a different path, carrying his faith into every 
aspect of his life through service, generosity, and quiet leadership. Throughout the years, 
he remained deeply committed to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, serving in numerous 
leadership roles, including Presidency of the church in Ottawa, and offering his time and 
talents wherever needed.

Bill was a widely respected researcher. He earned both a Bachelor of Science and a 
Master of Science from the University of Alberta, followed by a Ph.D. from the University 
of Wisconsin. He dedicated his professional life to agricultural research with Agriculture 
Canada, spending much of his distinguished career at the Research Station in Lethbridge, 
Alberta. When he was transferred to Ottawa in 1986, he continued to pursue the work he 
loved. At heart, Bill was always a researcher — curious, thoughtful, and committed to 
advancing knowledge for the benefi t of others.

One of the greatest blessings of Bill’s life began during his university years when he met 
the love of his life, Emily (née Bodnarchuk). They were married on September 2, 1962, in 
Brooksby, Saskatchewan, in a week-long celebration that family and friends would fondly 
remember for decades. Together they built a loving partnership grounded in faith, respect, 
laughter, and unwavering devotion. This September, they would have celebrated their 64th 
wedding anniversary.

Bill was a devoted husband, a proud father, and an adoring grandfather. Nothing brought 
him greater joy than spending time with his family and celebrating their accomplishments. 

More than any award or professional accomplishment, Bill will be remembered for 
the way he brought people together. He loved conversation, community, and shared 
experiences. Whether hosting friends, volunteering, travelling, or celebrating family 
milestones, he had a gift for creating connection. He was often the spark behind a gathering 
and the person who made it feel complete. Those who knew him will remember his 
generosity of spirit, his genuine interest in others, and his ability to turn ordinary moments 
into cherished memories.

Following retirement to Niagara-on-the-Lake in 2001, Bill and Emily embraced a life of 
service and adventure. They travelled extensively and devoted countless hours to volunteer 
work. Through Rotary, Bill participated in humanitarian projects in Africa, India, and 
Central America, generously giving his time and energy to improve the lives of people 
facing hardship. In recognition of his extraordinary service, he was honoured with several 
Paul Harris Fellow recognitions.

Closer to home, Bill and Emily also dedicated over 20 years to the Shaw Festival, where 
they volunteered for more than two decades and formed many cherished friendships.

Bill will be lovingly remembered by Emily, his beloved wife and partner of nearly sixty-
four years; his son William Jr.; his daughter-in-law Kerry; his daughter Joanne; and his 
treasured grandchildren Cole, Ava, Caleb, and Ethan. He is also survived by his brother 
John (Shirley), his sister Marion, his nephew David (Leanne), his brother-in-law Don 
(Bonnie), and many nieces, nephews, extended family members, and dear friends.

The family extends its heartfelt gratitude to Dr. Bagchee-Clark and the compassionate 
staff of Hotel Dieu Shaver, as well as Dr. Iram Ahmed and Nurse Practitioner Erin Jarvis of 
the Niagara-on-the-Lake Family Health Team for their exceptional care and kindness.

A traditional funeral service will be held at St. George Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 8 
Augusta Avenue, St. Catharines, Ontario, on Tuesday, July 7, 2026, at 10 a.m.  A private 
family interment to follow.  A Celebration of Life will take place at Strewn Winery in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake on Wednesday, July 8 from 4 to 7 p.m.

In lieu of fl owers, donations in Bill’s memory may be made to St. George Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church or Rotary International, two organizations that refl ected the faith, 
service, and generosity that guided his life.

Bill’s family takes comfort in knowing that he leaves behind a legacy of faith, integrity, 
service, and love. His memory will live on in the hearts of all who were fortunate enough 
to know him.

May his memory be eternal.
Vichnaya Pamyat.
Online Condolences at dartefuneralhome.com

Staff
The Lake Report

Life can be sweet, or it 
can be sour — if you don’t 
mind a little bit of both, 
then Niagara-on-the-Lake’s 
annual cherry festival has 
you covered.

The season of summer 
fruits continues this July 
with the return of St. Mark’s 
Cherry Festival, set for Sat-
urday, July 4, offering up a 
bounty of fresh cherries and 
cherry desserts for all.

St. Mark’s Church will be 
selling 700 of its home-
made cherry pies, made by 
the women of the church, 
plus 160 quarts of fresh 
cherries, grown at Quiet 
Acres on Lakeshore Road. 
The pies, meanwhile, are 
baked with sour cher-
ries from Cherry Lane in 
Vineland.

Alongside fresh cherries 
and whole pies, the church 
will be selling cherry pie 
by the slice with ice cream, 
ice cream fl oats, cherry 
jam, cherry tea brand and 

lots of other homemade 
baked goods.

The yearly cherry festival, 
which proceeds the straw-
berry festival in June, is a 
staple of summer in Niagara 
and has been going on for 
dozens of years.

“This is the biggest event 
for St. Mark’s, and everyone 
looks forward to participat-
ing,” said Jo-Anne Hill, 
festival chair. “It’s also a 
time to engage with the 
whole NOTL community 
and show our warm hospi-
tality to visitors from far 
and wide.”

Proceeds from the festival 
support the maintenance 

and upkeep of St. Mark’s 
Church, which has called 
Byron Street home for well 
over 200 years.

Volunteers have been 
hard at work for the past 
six months getting ready 
for the festival: making the 
pies and jams, pricing and 
displaying the church em-
porium — china, clothing, 
linen, purses and more will 
be sold — and collecting 
and organizing the books 
that will be sold.

Alongside the emporium 
and book sales, there will be 
a barbecue area with ham-
burgers, hot dogs, peameal 
bacon on a bun and vegan 
options.

“We encourage visitors to 
bring their family and enjoy 
the children’s area, and our 
historic church will also be 
open for tours and refl ec-
tion,” Hill said.

The festival gates open at 
9 a.m. Hill said the lineup 
typically starts around 7:30 
a.m. and whole pies tend to 
sell out around 11:30 a.m. 
Attendance is free.

Cherry Festival is Saturday
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Salome Castano Rodriguez, 
Grade 8, Jordan Christian School

Sawyer Hoadley, Grade 12, 
A. N. Myer Secondary School

Congratulations to all of this year’s graduates! Whether you’re celebrating the end of kindergarten, 
Grade 8, high school, college or university, this milestone marks the beginning of an exciting new chapter. 

Your hard work, growth and determination have brought you to this moment, and your community is 
proud of all you have accomplished. We wish you every success, happiness and opportunity in the years 

ahead. Best wishes from all of us at The Lake Report and Sandtrap Pub & Grill.

Congradulations!

NOTL Class of 2026
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GREG  GREG 
SYKESSYKES
SALESPERSON

NIAGARA
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

“IF YOU NEED SOMETHING DONE, 
ASK A BUSY PERSON!”

611 VICTORIA, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE  - ASKING $1,095,000

326 Concession 3  - $995,000 24 Red Haven,  Niagara on the Lake - $1,235,000 by Evan McCaughey

855 Line 1,  Niagara on the Lake - $1,750,000855 Line 1,  Niagara on the Lake - $1,750,000855 Line 1,  Niagara on the Lake - $1,750,000

27 Oak , Niagara on the Lake - $995,00027 Oak , Niagara on the Lake - $995,00027 Oak , Niagara on the Lake - $995,000487 Four Mile Creek, Niagara on the Lake - $1,549,000487 Four Mile Creek, Niagara on the Lake - $1,549,000

   

 905.329.3484
FREE HOME EVALUATION

CALL OR TEXT GREG
DIRECT GREG SYKES

78 Angela, Niagara on the Lake -78 Angela, Niagara on the Lake -78 Angela, Niagara on the Lake -78 Angela, Niagara on the Lake -ASKING $699,500

110 John Street W,  Niagara on the Lake - $1,495,000110 John Street W,  Niagara on the Lake - $1,495,000110 John Street W,  Niagara on the Lake - $1,495,000110 John Street W,  Niagara on the Lake - $1,495,000

8 CAMPBELL, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE  - ASKING $1,550,000

535 CHARLOTTE, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE  - ASKING $1,950,000
SOLD

1068 Niagara Stone,  Niagara on the Lake - $950,0001068 Niagara Stone,  Niagara on the Lake - $950,0001068 Niagara Stone,  Niagara on the Lake - $950,0003 FEDORKOW, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE  - - - ASKING $2,250,000

SOLD
conditionally

SOLD

SOLD
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