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Sewage-hit resident interrupts St. Davids debate

$83K for 
Niagara’s 
fi ght against 
invasive 
phragmites

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

A St. Davids resident who 
stopped a Niagara-on-the-Lake 
all-candidates debate Wednes-
day to demand action on sew-
age backing into homes said 
not one candidate on stage had 
earned his vote.

“To be honest with you, there 

is nobody up there that would 
get my vote,” said Reginald 
Huggins, the resident, in an in-
terview with The Lake Report 
the next day.

Huggins stood up at the St. 
Davids Lions Club after the 
moderator announced the start 
of closing remarks. His ques-
tion had not been selected and 
he was not willing to let the 
evening end without answers.

“Everybody here is getting 
backwater systems into their 
houses and no one’s telling us 
what the hell anybody’s going 
to do about it,” he said at the 
debate. “We’ve got insurance 
we got to worry about. We’ve 
got health we got to worry 
about. And no one here seems 
to care about it.”

Kevin MacLean
The Lake Report

What are the chances?
Two of the most talented, 

up-and-coming young Cana-
dian golfers are growing up 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake’s tiny 
hamlet of St. Davids (pop. 
about 3,000).

Eli Perng and Kaige Zhu 
attended elementary school 
together, often competed 
together and, to top it off, they 
are great friends and neigh-
bours. They’re also smart, 
engaging and well-spoken 
beyond their 14 years.

Now they’re off to high 
school after a whirlwind 
summer in which they played 
more than a dozen high-level 
tournaments across Canada 
and North America.

The dynamic duo graduated 
from St. Davids Public School 
in June and this month started 
Grade 9 at different high 
schools — Zhu at A.N. Myer 
in Niagara Falls and Perng at 
St. Francis in St. Catharines.
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The reed grasses growing 
behind Ontario’s natural 
resources minister at Ni-
agara College’s campus in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake were 
a ready-made backdrop for 
his announcement Wednes-
day: $5 million to fi ght 
the invasive plant species 
phragmites across Ontario.

Of the $5 million, 
$83,000 will support 
projects meant to combat 
phragmites led by partners 
in the Niagara Phragmites 
Management Area Collab-
orative, including the town 
of NOTL, Niagara Col-
lege, the Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority, 
Niagara Region and the City 
of Niagara Falls.

The conservation au-
thority said it will receive 
$15,000 for its own projects 
and another $10,000 to lead 
the collaborative. It did 
not say how the remaining 
$58,000 will be allocated, 

Ontario minister of natural 
resources Mike Harris Jr. 

They’re just 14 but Eli Perng and Kaige Zhu of St. Davids show a maturity beyond their years and are two of 
Canada’s best young golf prospects. CORINNE BOSCH
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Two ‘fore’ The Show
St. Davids teens Eli Perng and Kaige Zhu are already competing with Canada’s top juniors 

as they set their sights on U.S. college golf — and maybe someday the pros
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St. Davids resident Reginald Huggins 
demands answers from municipal candidates 
during Wednesday’s debate. PAIGE SEBURN
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The Scotsman Hotel has 
avoided an almost $303,000 
parking bill after Niagara-
on-the-Lake council ap-
proved a plan allowing all 12 
required parking spaces to fi t 
on the Old Town property.

Council also fi nalized 
planning changes Tuesday 
night that reclassify the 
six-suite establishment at 95 
Johnson St. from a country 
inn to a hotel and allow it to 
serve food and alcohol in its 
lounge and courtyard.

The Scotsman’s former 
country inn designation 
allowed overnight accom-
modation and breakfast for 
guests, but not the broader 
hospitality area its owners 
were seeking.

“One of the key issues 
that the applicant ran into 
with this proposal was the 
inability to add hospitality 
space to a country inn,” 
said Aimee Alderman, the 
town’s director of plan-
ning, building and devel-
opment services, during 
last week’s meeting.

Council has redesignated 
the property from residen-
tial to a tightly restricted 

commercial designation and 
rezoned it to allow the hos-
pitality area. Commercial 
cooking equipment will not 
be permitted.

The main unresolved is-
sue was parking.

The property has eight 
spaces. Staff determined 
the hotel, hospitality area 
and residential unit would 
normally require 14, but 
agreed to reduce that to 12.

That still left it four spac-
es short under the original 
layout, requiring a $302,864 
cash-in-lieu payment at the 
town’s 2026 rate of $75,716 
per space.

“This seems like a signifi -
cant hurdle for the Scots-

man to overcome, consider-
ing there’s only six suites,” 
said Blair McArthur, who 
owns the inn with his wife, 
Brenda.

McArthur also pointed to 
a parking study — request-
ed by the town and paid for 
by the Scotsman — con-
ducted during peak periods.

“The daily parking 
demand did not exceed 
the total supply of parking 
spaces available,” he said.

Planner Dana Anderson 
of MHBC Planning, rep-
resenting the owners, also 
argued the requirement was 
excessive.

“We respectfully do not 
see the need for the fi ve 

additional parking spaces 
specifi c for the hospitality 
area,” Anderson said.

Rather than approve the 
$302,864 payment last 
week, councillors sent the 
issue back to staff.

Staff returned Tuesday 
with two options: require 
eight spaces and charge for 
the remaining four, or fi t all 
12 spaces on-site using a 
dedicated valet service.

Under the valet arrange-
ment, some vehicles can 
leave only after others are 
moved.

“For example, a vehicle 
parked in space 10 could 
exit only if vehicles oc-
cupying spaces 11 and 12 
were moved fi rst,” the staff 
report says.

Staff recommended the 
cash-in-lieu option in its 
written report because it 
would provide conven-
tional parking without 
relying on an ongoing valet 
operation. But Alderman 
told council both options 
were acceptable.

Coun. Wendy Cheropita 
moved to approve the valet 
option, seconded by Coun. 
Tim Balasiuk.

Cheropita called it a “very 
good solution.”

Coun. Andrew Niven 

questioned what would hap-
pen if the valet service were 
discontinued.

Alderman said the town 
can require it through the 
site plan approval agreement 
and enter into additional 
agreements if needed.

Council approved the 
valet option, eliminating 
the four-space cash-in-lieu 
charge.

Coun. Sandra O’Connor 
supported the parking solu-
tion but remained opposed 
to redesignating the prop-
erty commercial.

Council then passed the 
offi cial plan amendment and 
zoning bylaw, fi nalizing the 
planning changes.

The owners had previ-
ously proposed using 
four leased spaces at 129 
Johnson St., but staff did 
not support relying on 
parking on a residential 
property and said there was 
no way to ensure the spaces 
remained available perma-
nently.

No new rooms, additions 
or other physical expansion 
were proposed.

“The function of the 
site is going to continue to 
remain, essentially, as is,” 
Alderman said last week.

Niven questioned why the 

new use should trigger a 
larger parking requirement.

“There’s no increased 
guest count and there’s no 
expansion of the existing 
property,” he said.

Alderman said the dif-
ference was the hospitality 
area.

O’Connor also questioned 
whether changing the 
property from residential to 
commercial confl icted with 
the town’s goal of prevent-
ing commercial uses from 
creeping into residential 
neighbourhoods.

Alderman said staff 
deliberately narrowed the 
new permissions to a hotel, 
hospitality area, residential 
unit and accessory buildings 
and structures.

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa 
rejected the idea that the 
change amounted to typical 
commercial expansion into 
a neighbourhood.

“This is not an intrusion 
of commercial into residen-
tial zones,” he said. “This 
is an enhancement of guest 
services.”

Zalepa had moved last 
week to send the parking 
issue back to staff, leading 
to the valet proposal council 
approved Tuesday night.
paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Blair McArthur, co-owner of the Scotsman Hotel, tells 
councillors a proposed $302,864 parking charge would be 
a major hurdle for the six-suite inn as it seeks approval to 
add a hospitality area. PAIGE SEBURN

Scotsman Hotel avoids $303K parking bill with valet plan
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This is the final week of our garage and yard sale 
listings until next spring. Thank you to everyone who 
submitted a sale this season — and to all of you who 
turned to The Lake Report each week to see what 
treasures were waiting to be found.

We loved seeing so many people out and about, and 
we heard from plenty of readers who wanted the 
listings to continue. So they’ll be back next year!

SATURDAY:

GARAGE SALE FUNDRAISER
(For the Humane Society)
2069 Four Mile Creek Rd.
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

NONE SUBMITTED

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE SALE
(5-10 families)
52 Pinot Trail
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

SUNDAY:

vaughngoettlerforlordmayor.com
Authorized by the Vaughn Goettler for Lord Mayor Campaign © 

ThanksGiving
The Farmhouse CafeTTTThhhheeee FFFFaFaFaaarrrrmmmmhhhhoooouuuusssseeeeCCCCaaaaffffeeee

TrTrT arar didid tional Turkrkr ey Meal & Regular MenuTTTTrTrTrrrTrTrTrTTTTrTTT araraaararararrarrrrarrr dadadddididiiididididdiddddiddd tititttititiiioioiooonononnnaaaallll TTTTuTuTuuurururrrkrkrkkkrkrkrkrrkrrrrkrrr ekekeeeyeyeyyyeyeyeyeeyeeeeyeee MMMMeMeMeeeaaaallll &&&& RRRReReReeegggguuuulululllaaaarararrr MMMMeMeMeeenenennnuuuu
Sunday October 11thSSSSuuuunnnnddddaaaayyyyOOOOccccttttoooobbbbeeeerrrr 11111111tttthhhh 11:30 to 6:3011111111::::33330000 ttttoooo 6666::::33330000
Monday October 12th 11:30 to 4MMMMoooonnnnddddaaaayyyyOOOOccccttttoooobbbbeeeerrrr 11112222tttthhhh 11111111::::33330000 ttttoooo 4444

Wine Boutique & Tasting BarWWWWiiiinnnneeee BBBBoooouuuuttttiiiiqqqquuuueeee&&&&TTTTaaaassssttttiiiinnnngggg BBBBaaaarrrr
Sunday October 11th & Monday October 12thSSSSuuuunnnnddddaaaayyyyOOOOccccttttoooobbbbeeeerrrr 11111111tttthhhh&&&&MMMMoooonnnnddddaaaayyyyOOOOccccttttoooobbbbeeeerrrr 11112222tttthhhh

11 am to 5 pm11111111 aaaammmmttttoooo 5555 ppppmmmm

FuFuF ll Menu Details & PrPrP irir cinini g Avavav ilableFFFFuFuFuuuFuFuFuFFFFuFFF lululllllll MMMMeMeMeeenenennnuuuu DDDDeDeDeeettttatataaaiaiaiiilililllssss &&&& PPPPrPrPrrrPrPrPrPPPPrPPP iririiiriririrrirrrrirrr ciciccciiiinininnninininiiiiniii gggg AAAAvvvvavavaaavavavavvavvvvavvv iaiaiiilililllaaaabababbblllleeee
on our WeWeW bsite www.caroror linini ecellarsrsr .comoooonononnn oooouuuurururrr WWWWeWeWeeeWeWeWeWWWWeWWW bebebbbsbsbsssisisiiititittteteteee wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww.w.w...ccccaaaarararrrororooororororrorrrrorrr lllliiiinininnninininiiiiniii eeeecccceeeellllllllaaaarararrrsrsrsssrsrsrsrrsrrrrsrrr ....ccccoooomomommm

The Farmhouse Cafe
Traditional Turkey Meal & Regular Menu
Sunday October 11th 11:30 to 6:30
Monday October 12th 11:30 to 4

Wine Boutique & Tasting Bar
Sunday October 11th & Monday October 12th

11 am to 5 pm

Full Menu Details & Pricing Available
on our Website www.carolinecellars.com
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The Olde Angel Inn’s pa-
tio could get two more years 
to solve a property problem 
— but if the restaurant and 
patio properties can’t be 
merged, it will have to go 
for good.

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
councillors backed a bylaw 
on Tuesday that would let 
the existing 210-square-
metre patio at 226 Regent 
St. reopen, after it had to 
close last December, and 
keep operating for up to 
two years.

“In order to move forward 
with getting the patio in 
place for next year, we need 
to put the temporary use by-
law in place,” said planner 
Mary Lou Tanner of NPG 
Planning Solutions last 
Tuesday, speaking on behalf 
of the applicant.

The restaurant operates 
next-door at 224 Regent St., 
while the patio space sits on 
a separate legal property. 
Opened in 2020 during 
the pandemic as part of 
the town’s temporary patio 
program, it had to close at 
the end of last year after the 
town decided not to renew 
the program for this year.

All the other temporary 
patios that were running in 
the downtown core also had 
to close.

Keith Turner, who 
runs the Olde Angel Inn, 
represents both proper-
ties in the application, 
but town staff say the two 
properties would have to 
be merged for the patio to 
stay permanently.

“This is not a permanent 
approval of the patio,” plan-
ning director Aimee Alder-
man told councillors.

The temporary bylaw 
would give the owners time 
to work through the prop-
erty, fi nancing and plan-
ning issues and determine 
whether the two pieces of 
land can be merged. The 
same operation isn’t enough 
— the restaurant lot and 
patio lot have to become one 
legal property on paper.

If they want the patio 
permanently, the owners 
would then have to pursue 
another zoning amendment 
and other required approv-
als once the properties are 
merged.

If that does not happen, 
Alderman said the patio 
cannot stay.

“If after two years the 
owner determines that they 
are not looking to or can’t 

merge the properties, the 
patio will need to cease,” 
she said. “The patio would 
need to be removed at that 
point in time.”

Coun. Andrew Niven 
questioned why staff con-
sidered the parking situation 
acceptable.

Under the town’s zoning 
bylaw, the 210-square-metre 
patio would normally re-
quire seven parking spaces.

But because of earlier 
approvals, the Olde Angel 
Inn has no on-site parking 
for restaurant or patio cus-
tomers. Two spaces at 226 
Regent St. are reserved for 
the cottage rentals, while 
patrons are expected to use 
nearby municipal parking.

Tanner said the restaurant 
is licensed for 137 patrons 
in total, whether they are 
seated inside or outside.

Because the patio would 
not increase that number, 
Jordan Frost, the town’s 
director of public works 
and infrastructure ser-
vices, said staff would 
not expect any additional 
vehicles at a given time. 
They therefore had no 
objection to the parking 
shortfall as long as the 
restaurant stays within its 
existing capacity.

Niven and Coun. Tim 
Balasiuk were the only 
councillors to oppose the 
recommendation.
paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

The patio at the Olde Angel Inn has been sitting unused 
since December 2025. Now the restaurant has permission 
to operate for two years as it works to merge the 
restaurant and patio properties together. FILE

Angel patio allowed to reopen for two years

Phragmites at Woodend to be treated this fall
including how much will go 
to the town or college.

The collaborative brings 
together more than 50 partic-
ipants from 30 organizations.

“The funding supports 
monitoring, mapping, 
treatment and collabora-
tive management efforts,” 
said authority spokesperson 
Erika Navarro in an email.

The authority plans to 
treat phragmites at Woo-
dend Conservation Area 
in NOTL this fall. Work 
has begun at some of the 
conservation areas slated for 
treatment, but the author-
ity had not said whether 
Woodend was among them 
by publication time.

Niagara College and the 
town had also not answered 
The Lake Report’s ques-
tions about how much fund-
ing each will receive and 
what work it will pay for by 
publication time.

Phragmites is a tall reed 
that spreads through wet-
lands and along roadsides. 
Minister Mike Harris called 
it “a scourge of an invasive 
species.”

When present in an 
ecosystem, the reeds spread 
quickly and form dense 
stands that crowd out native 
plants and damage wetlands, 
beaches and wildlife habitat.

Harris said invasive spe-
cies, including phragmites, 
cost Ontario roughly $3.6 
billion in lost productivity 
and other expenses.

At Niagara College’s 

NOTL campus, president 
Sean Kennedy said the 
reeds had become hard to 
ignore.

“There was a massive and 
growing phragmites chal-
lenge here on this campus.”

Kennedy said the college 
has “made some progress 
over the past couple of 
years” removing phrag-
mites, with students in its 
environmental programs 
helping with the work. But 
he said the college would 
struggle to keep removing 
phragmites at the scale it 
wants without the new fund-

ing and resources.
He said the college is 

fi nancially stretched and 
has had to make diffi cult 
choices about which proj-
ects it can afford.

“This is a type of project 
that we know we need to do, 
we want to do,” he said.

Kennedy hopes to come as 
close as possible to clearing 
phragmites from campus in 
the next year or two.

The Niagara Phragmites 
Management Area Collab-
orative has mapped about 
48.5 hectares — roughly 
120 acres — of phragmites 
across the Niagara Penin-
sula watershed.

“The funding announce-
ment today means partners 
can move from identify-
ing the problem to tak-
ing action,” said Leilani 
Lee-Yates, the conservation 
authority’s chief administra-
tive offi cer and secretary-
treasurer.
paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

A Marsh Master can be used to shred phragmites.
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A plan to replace one 
Old Town home with two 
is drawing warnings from 
neighbours who say a much 
larger building footprint 
could worsen drainage on 
a block they describe as 
already wet.

The proposal for 189 
William St. would split the 
property into two roughly 
equal lots and demolish the 
existing home. Two single-
detached homes could 
eventually be built, with up 
to 45 per cent lot coverage 
on each — above the 33 per 
cent normally allowed there.

“The current house, by the 
way, it has about 7 per cent 
lot coverage,” said Michael 
Fox, who lives around the 
corner and chairs Friends of 
One Mile Creek.

Three Niagara-on-the-
Lake residents spoke at a 
public meeting last Tuesday, 
with drainage and the chang-
ing character of Old Town 
dominating their concerns.

Fox said he is not op-
posed to splitting the lot, 
but questioned why the 
town should allow the 
higher coverage.

He said his concern is 
simple: the more of a prop-
erty that is covered by roofs, 
pavement and other hard 
surfaces, the less rainwater 
can soak into the ground.

“The concern is that 
when you make an increase 
from 33 to 45 there should 
be a good rationale for it. I 
haven’t found it in this ap-
plication so far,” Fox said.

Sue Sherk, a lifelong 
NOTL resident who lives on 
the same block, described 
the area as “very wet” and 
said groundwater and natu-

ral drainage routes are her 
biggest concern.

“This is not an argument 
against change, but rather a 
plea for respect for our very 
special town,” she said. 
“Bylaws cannot be our only 
consideration if we want to 
keep our unique character.”

Deb Stevens, who recent-
ly moved to William Street 

and came forward from the 
gallery, questioned the scale 
of the future homes after 
hearing the applicant say 
the property owner and po-
tential buyer are considering 
one to 1.5-storey dwellings.

“There is a difference in 
what is in the report and 
what he’s saying now,” she 
said. “I believe in the report 

it indicated that the two 
dwellings concept drawings 
were going to be one story.”

“There’s a difference 
between one storey in our 
neighbourhood and 1.5.”

The applicant’s planner, 
Max Fedchyshak of NPG 
Planning Solutions, said the 
extra coverage would extend 
farther into the lots rather 
than make the homes wider 
along the street.

He said more than a third 
of each lot would still be 
available for yards, trees 
and water to soak into the 
ground.

Jordan Frost, the town’s 
director of public works and 
infrastructure, told council-
lors drainage calculations 
would account for whatever 
lot coverage is ultimately 
approved.

If the system cannot 
handle the resulting runoff, 
staff would say so.

No decision was made 
Tuesday. Staff are still re-
viewing the application and 
will return to council with a 
recommendation.
paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Friends of One Mile Creek chair Michael Fox questions why the town should allow 45 per cent lot coverage at 189 
William St., warning that more hard surfaces mean more rainwater has to go somewhere. PAIGE SEBURN

‘Very wet’ Old Town block sparks concerns over two-home plan
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Huggins took issue both 
with the moderator’s deci-
sion not to select his ques-
tion and with candidates’ 
failure to raise sewage back-
ups during their opening 
remarks or answers before 
his interruption.

Coun. Maria Mavridis 
told Huggins the town had 
submitted residents’ appli-
cations and was waiting for 
the province to act. Coun. 
Erwin Wiens confi rmed, 
“We’re waiting for the 
province.”

Huggins pushed back.
“This happened two years 

ago. It was happening again 
this year and you guys are 
still waiting for the prov-
ince,” he said. “Come on, 
you got to start helping us.”

He left before the debate 
ended.

“I shouldn’t have to blow 
up for them to speak about 
the biggest problem in St. 
Davids,” Huggins said in the 
interview.

Several candidates then 
began addressing the prob-
lem in their closing remarks.

Coun. Andrew Niven said 
Huggins had experienced 
sewage fl ooding three times 
in two years. He said he and 
the town’s chief administra-
tive offi cer had recently sat 
down with Huggins inside 
his home.

“He was angry when I 
met with him as well, but 
he should be angry because 
he’s going through these 
issues,” Niven said.

He said Huggins’ prob-
lem appeared to involve a 
regional pumping station 
and the town was working 
with Niagara Region on a 
response to the issue.

“I think we’re going to 
have a direct line to the 
pumping station,” Niven 
said. “I think that would al-
leviate a lot of the issues.”

Coun. Sandra O’Connor 
pointed to two reports 
presented to council the 
previous night — one on 
fl ooding and another involv-
ing almost $425,000 in 
additional drainage work.

Council candidate Karen 
Jones-Taylor spoke about 
severe fl ooding at Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 
124, where she sits on the 
executive board. She said 
the branch may not reopen 
until next year.

“It’s devastating,” she 

said. “Something has to be 
done, something quickly, so 
it’s not happening over and 
over again.”

Coun. Tim Balasiuk said 
he was also fl ooded after 
fi ling three service requests 
with the town about a 
known problem that was not 
repaired.

“I am a resident fi rst and a 
councillor second,” he said. 
“They knew the issue — 
and it didn’t get fi xed — and 
I fl ooded.”

“I am going to be an 
advocate for you,” Balasiuk 
said.

Huggins said the prob-
lem in his Millpond Road 
neighbourhood is not 
ordinary rainwater fl ooding, 
but sewage entering people’s 
homes.

“Everything becomes a 
biohazard and everything 
has to be thrown out,” he 
said.

Sewage entered Huggins’ 
fi nished basement in 2024, 
forcing workers to cut out 
drywall and remove dam-
aged belongings. He said his 
household spent more than 
a month in a hotel while the 
home was cleaned.

Among the losses were 
belongings purchased by 
his late wife and baseball 
equipment belonging to his 
son.

This year, fl ood detectors 
alerted the household when 
sewage began entering the 
basement again. Huggins 
said they used a vacuum 
and pump to remove it, 
saving some furniture that 
was raised off the fl oor. 
Anything sitting directly on 
the fl oor, including cabinets, 
was lost.

Now, he said, the base-

ment must be ripped out 
again.

The damage has also left 
Huggins unable to use the 
basement “man cave” he 
built to relax and watch 
football. “I’m a real football 
fan,” he said.

“That’s all gone,” he 
said. “And I don’t have a 
timeline on when it’s going 
to get fi xed.”

Huggins said residents 
in the Vintages and nearby 
neighbourhoods have met, 
gathered information and 
prepared a report they plan 
to send to the town, the 
region, the provincial and 
federal governments and 
Health Canada.

He did not expect 
candidates to produce an 
engineering solution on the 
spot. He wanted someone 
to acknowledge the urgency 
and promise to pursue both 
immediate relief and a per-
manent fi x.

“I need somebody to give 
me something, some sense 
of confi dence that they are 
going to look into doing 
something to help me and 
my neighbours,” he said.

The debate also covered 
missing sidewalks and 
crosswalks, the division of 
responsibility between the 
town and region, recre-
ation funding, development 
proposals seeking multiple 
exceptions to town planning 
rules, candidates’ potential 
confl icts involving develop-
ers and the proposed round-
about at York and Four Mile 
Creek roads.

Recreation funding 
became a key focus after 
resident Ron Pychel warned 
candidates the town could 
miss the Dec. 22 application 

deadline for Ontario’s Com-
munity Sport and Recre-
ation Infrastructure Fund.

The province launched 
the fund with $200 million 
in 2024 and added another 
$300 million this year, 
bringing its total value to 
$500 million. The program 
helps municipalities pay to 
repair and upgrade existing 
recreation facilities or build 
new ones.

Pychel criticized the 
current council for failing 
to pursue the fi rst funding 
opportunity and warned 
that the next council would 
have little time to prepare 
an application.

Several incumbent coun-
cillors said the town could 
not secure funding earlier 
because it did not have a 
“shovel-ready” project 
and lacked its share of the 
required funding.

“We’ve learned that les-
son,” Coun. Adriana Cater-
Vizzari said.

Council candidate Steve 
McGuinness pushed back 
on a remark by Wiens at 
Monday night’s lord mayor 
debate that some issues 
move at “the speed of gov-
ernment.”

“We need to move faster,” 
he said. “We’re not asking 
for a gift. We’re asking for a 
return in investment in our 
community.”

For Huggins, however, a 
pool and roundabout should 
not take priority while 
sewage continues entering 
homes.

“Why are you worrying 
about a damn pool,” he 
said, “but you’re not worry-
ing about sewage backing 
up into someone’s house?”
paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Sewage backups centre stage at debate

Coun. Andrew Niven tells the crowd at Wednesday’s debate that he and the town’s chief 
administrative offi cer, Nick Ruller, recently sat down with Reginald Huggins inside his 
Millpond Road home — the same home hit repeatedly by sewage backups. PAIGE SEBURN
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Since winning back 
the White House, Donald 
Trump has threatened 
Canada’s economy, ques-
tioned its sovereignty and 
even taken aim at the name 
of the lake Niagara-on-the-
Lake sits on.

His administration has 
slapped tariffs on Canadian 
goods, including a new 50 
per cent tariff on $27.6 bil-
lion worth of products in Au-
gust. Canada responded with 
matching counter-tariffs.

Trump has repeatedly 
fl oated making Canada the 
51st state. In January 2025, 
when asked whether he 
would use military force to 
make that happen, he said 
no — but said “economic 
force” was on the table.

Then, last month, he 
signed an executive order di-
recting the U.S. government 
to call Lake Ontario “Lake 
America.” The change ap-
plies only to U.S. federal 
use and does not change the 
lake’s name in Canada.

For a border town where 
tourism, agriculture and re-
lationships with Americans 
are woven into the local 
economy, what happens 
south of the border does not 
necessarily stay there.

So, The Lake Report 
asked NOTL’s municipal 
election candidates a blunt 
question: What do you think 
of Donald Trump?

Council candidate 
Nicholas Colaneri did not 
hesitate.

“I can’t stand the guy,” 
he said.

Colaneri said Trump 
does not respect Canadian 
sovereignty or Canadians 
themselves.

“To him, we are some-
thing to control and own, to 
use and abuse, and that is 
not something I can respect 
as a Canadian — or even as 
a human being.”

But he said anger at 
Trump should not become 
anger at Americans visiting 
NOTL.

“Doesn’t mean our doors 
are closed to you,” said 
Colaneri, before adding: 
“Canada fi rst.”

Of the 14 candidates, 13 
expressed opposition to 
Trump, some only after 
repeated follow-ups. Karen 

Jones-Taylor was the lone 
candidate who declined to 
give a personal opinion, 
saying municipal candidates 
should be judged on local 
issues and on U.S. decisions 
only when they directly af-
fect NOTL.

Steve McGuinness
called him “a bully” and his 
presidency “an example of 
democracy gone awry.”

He said Trump’s leader-
ship style is the opposite 
of what he expects from a 
strong leader.

“A strong leader wants to 
hear dissenting viewpoints 
and takes counsel from 
experts,” McGuinness said.

Lord mayor candidate 
Erwin Wiens said he was 
deeply disappointed by 
what has happened to the 
Canada-U.S. relationship.

“I have no support for 
the president of the United 
States right now,” he said.

Wiens called Trump’s 
treatment of Canadians 
“utterly ridiculous,” while 
saying he remains confi dent 
Canada and the United States 
can repair their relationship 
as neighbouring nations.

Fellow lord mayor candi-
date Andrea Kaiser said 
politicians never know who 
they may eventually have to 

work with, but later made 
her position explicit and 
said she opposes Trump.

“In addition to attack-
ing Canadian workers, the 
Canadian economy and our 
national sovereignty, Donald 
Trump is committing reck-
less acts of economic self-
harm with these needless, 
lawless tariffs,” she said.

“We are not the 51st state, 
nor will we ever be.”

Lord mayor candidate 
Vaughn Goettler said he 
is “strongly opposed” to 
Trump because “he is trying 
to destroy our country.”

At the same time, Goet-
tler said Trump should not 
defi ne NOTL’s relationship 
with the Americans who 
visit the town.

“A lot of our tourists 
now come from the United 
States,” he said. “We wel-
come them.”

“They are our friends,” he 
added.

Goettler said he believes 
the longstanding closeness 
between Canadians and 
Americans will outlast the 
current political tensions.

“There’s a real closeness 
between our countries and 
anything that jeopardizes 
that will ultimately be short 
in duration,” he said.

Asked if he was a Trump 
fan, council candidate Rick 
Mills responded: “Of course 
I’m not. I wasn’t before he 
was president either.”

He said a friend suggested 
his spiritual affi liation 
— more than 25 years in 
pastoral ministry with Life 
Abundant Niagara — could 
lead people to assume he 
was a Trump supporter, an 
assumption he rejected.

“It actually saddens me,” 
Mills said, adding that his 

spiritual beliefs do not align 
with the current U.S. politi-
cal climate, particularly the 
treatment of people and 
allied countries.

Adriana Cater-
Vizzari said she “strongly 
oppose[s]” Trump and has 
“real concerns about the 
divisiveness Donald Trump 
has brought to the relation-
ship between Canada and 
the United States.”

“Canadians need to stand 
together to protect our 
sovereignty, economy and 
communities,” she said.

Maria Mavridis gave 
a straightforward answer: 
“Opposed.” She did not elab-
orate further when asked.

Sandra O’Connor
said she believes Ameri-
cans “could do better” in 
choosing a leader and crit-
icized Trump’s comments 
about Canada becoming 
the 51st state.

“I oppose Trump,” she 
said.

She also pointed to her 
motion directing the town 
to focus on buying Cana-
dian where possible during 
the trade dispute, which 
council approved.

Andrew Niven said he 
opposes Trump and said 
his approach to Canada 

has created “unnecessary 
uncertainty,” particularly for 
a “community like Niagara-
on-the-Lake where agricul-
ture, tourism and cross-
border relationships” are 
critical for the economy.

“Whatever happens south 
of the border, we need to 
make sure we’re doing our 
part here and putting NOTL 
fi rst,” he said.

Weston Miller left little 
room for doubt.

“I’m strongly opposed. 
There’s no question,” he 
said, pointing specifi cally to 
Trump’s threats to Canadian 
sovereignty and the push to 
rename Lake Ontario.

Still, Miller said Ameri-
can visitors should not be 
treated differently because 
of their president.

“I don’t think that our 
reception to them should 
change,” he said, but added: 
“Now, if there was some-
body walking down Queen 
Street with a Lake America 
sweatshirt on or something, 
you know, maybe I’d have 
something to say to that.”

Tim Balasiuk said he 
does not support U.S. 
tariffs that harm Canadians 
and is concerned by com-
ments questioning Canada’s 
sovereignty.

Asked separately about 
Trump’s conduct, Balasiuk 
said personal attacks and 
belittling others are “not ap-
proaches to leadership that I 
would follow.”

Gary Burroughs said he 
was unsupportive of Trump.

“Support for Trump? I’m 
probably a two out of what-
ever the total is,” he said. 
“Very low.”

At the same time, Bur-
roughs said NOTL should 
separate the U.S. govern-
ment from the people living 
across the river.

“Our relationship is with 
the U.S. people, not the U.S. 
government,” he said.

That distinction ran 
through many of the an-
swers: Trump is one thing. 
Americans are another.

Taylor-Jones declined to 
give her personal opinion of 
Trump.

Whatever they thought 
of Trump, most candidates 
agreed on one thing: NOTL’s 
relationship with Americans 
should outlast the person 
currently in charge of the 
U.S. government.
paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

I support restoring 
advisory committees.
Resident expertise belongs at the table!
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NOTL council candidates condemn Trump

Rick Mills
OPPOSED

Adrianna Vizzari
OPPOSED

Erwin Wiens
OPPOSED

Andrew Niven
OPPOSED

Sandra O’Connor
OPPOSED

Karen Taylor-Jones
REFUSED TO ANSWER

Tim Balasiuk
OPPOSED

Andrea Kaiser
OPPOSED

Maria Mavridis
OPPOSED

Steve McGuinness
OPPOSED

Weston Miller
OPPOSED

Gary Burroughs
OPPOSED

Nicholas Colaneri
OPPOSED

Vaughn Goettler
OPPOSED
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Andrew Hawlitzky
The Lake Report

It was a busy Sunday 
morning for Jason Moleski.

Outside the old Virgil 
public school on Four Mile 
Creek Road, he was hard 
at work putting up tents in 
preparation for Coun. Erwin 
Wiens’ largest public event 
since announcing in June 
he’d be running to become 
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s next 
lord mayor.

About 100 people at-
tended Wiens’ campaign 
barbecue in Virgil on Sept. 
13, where supporters put 
development and property 
taxes at the top of their list 
of priorities for the next 
council.

Moleski was there as one 
of Wiens’ supporters. He 
moved to NOTL from Port 
Colborne 13 years ago and 
volunteered to help set up 
the event.

He said his support for 
Wiens rests on how long the 
family has farmed in town.

“His connection to the 
community, plain and 
simple,” said Moleski. “His 

connections run deep.”
Speaking to The Lake 

Report, he addressed the 
subject of development, a 
contentious issue for some 
during this election cam-
paign.

During Monday night’s 
lord mayor debate, Wiens 
spoke against candidate 
Vaughn Goettler’s call for a 
moratorium on all develop-
ment in town, saying that 
could open the municipality 
up to legal issues and argu-
ing the town should instead 
use governance rules at its 
disposal to control future 
growth.

Moleski said the town 
cannot halt development, so 
the next council has to ap-
prove the right projects and 
refuse the wrong ones.

“I would still look to 
protect the community as it 
is, but continue to grow and 
not be forgotten about,” he 
said.

At Sunday’s campaign 
event, Wiens spoke for a few 
minutes in the afternoon, 
then talked with attend-
ees one at a time until the 
barbecue ended at 2 p.m. He 
said taxes and infrastructure 
came up most often, and 
that residents who disagree 
on those subjects still want 
the same town.

“We all have a vision, 
but everybody is on Team 
Niagara-on-the-Lake,” he 
said. “We just have to fi nd 
out what that road map is to 
get where we are.”

Wiens joined council in 
2018 and took the deputy 
lord mayor’s seat in 2022 af-
ter collecting the most votes 
of any council candidate. 
He’ll face Goettler and re-
gional Coun. Andrea Kaiser 
in the Oct. 26 election.

He has campaigned on 
controlling municipal 
spending, opposing amal-
gamation and approving 
development only where the 
infrastructure can support 
it.

Later in the day on Sun-
day, the Farmworker Hub 
and Virgil’s Book Nook 
screened “We Lend a Hand: 
The Forgotten Story of the 
Ontario Farmerettes” at 
Cornerstone Community 
Church on Hunter Road. 
Erwin Wiens Vineyards 
sponsored the screening.

The documentary follows 
the 40,000 teenage girls 
who harvested Ontario 
crops while farmers and 
farmworkers served over-
seas in the Second World 
War. Many of them picked 
fruit on Niagara farms, in-
cluding several in Niagara-
on-the-Lake.

Wiens said his campaign 
is planning another event 
next month at the Royal 
Manor Inn on Ricardo 
Street, to respond to ques-
tions from residents. Inter-
net voting begins Oct. 5.

andrew@niagaranow.com

Erwin Wiens, right, and his 
wife Dorothy Soo-Wiens.

NOTL can grow without losing 
character, says Erwin Wiens fan

Advertising inquiries?
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Julia Sacco
The Lake Report

Andrea Kaiser’s no 
stranger to the world of 
local politics. For 11 years, 
she was a Niagara-on-the-
Lake councillor and has 
represented the municipal-
ity at regional council since 
2022.

Voters such as Chautau-
qua resident Mary Kilmer-
Tchalekian say that experi-
ence is why they believe 
she’s the person for the job 
of leading NOTL for the 
next four years.

“She’s a strong woman 
and she’s had really great 
experience. I think she 
would do a fabulous job as 
mayor,” Kilmer-Tchalekian 
said.

On Sunday, Kaiser hosted 
a community barbecue at 
the St. Davids Lions Club, 
where residents and sup-
porters gathered to enjoy a 
hot dog (or veggie dog) and 
talk politics.

Margret Walker has 
canvassed for Kaiser in 
Chautauqua and said she 
appreciates the regional 
councillor’s honesty.

“I think she speaks 
the truth,” she said. “She 
doesn’t tell stories, she re-
searches what she says.”

Kaiser told The Lake Re-
port that a commitment to 
residents’ quality of life is a 
key part of her campaign to 
become lord mayor.

“I think that is one of my 
strengths, being respectful 
to residents and trying to 
fi nd some collaboration,” 
she said.

“One of the things we 
have in common is that we 
all love NOTL.”

Amy Casey, a Kaiser sup-
porter, said that after mov-
ing to NOTL from Toronto, 
she realized how much of 
an impact municipal gover-
nance can have in a smaller 
community.

“In Toronto you cast your 
vote and you’re one of the 
millions,” she said.

“If you keep up with pro-
vincial politics, you can see 
how they are changing the 
responsibilities of mayor, 
regional councils, how the 
decisions in funding, short-
term and long-term are 
made.”

After the fi rst mayoral de-
bate, Casey said it was clear 
that Kaiser had educated 
attendees about how local 
governance works and has 

evolved.
“If I had just seen her at 

the debate and not known 
her from prior years, I 
would have still walked 
away thinking she’s the 
most qualifi ed for the job.”

Kaiser said she believes it 
is very important for NOTL 
to have someone with re-
gional council experience as 
its lord mayor.

In May, independently 
elected regional councillor 
positions in Niagara were 
eliminated.

“I am very concerned 
about amalgamation still 
being on the table in some 
respects,” she said.

“I was also doing some 
signifi cant work that I’d like 
to fi nish in regard to the 
policing work that I’d done 
over the last four years.”

Kaiser has long criticized 
the high cost of police 
services in NOTL, which 
she cites as a longstanding 
concern of residents.
juliasacco@niagaranow.com

Andrea Kaiser and daughter 
Madison Lepp doled out 
hot dogs and snacks for 
residents who wished to 
stop by the Lions Club and 
chat. JULIA SACCO

Kaiser voters appreciate honesty and experience
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Julia Sacco
The Lake Report

In 1971, Frank and Susan 
Pohorly purchased a plot 
of land just off the Niagara 
River Parkway, with the 
goal of joining the many 
others across Niagara-on-
the-Lake who were running 
farms of their own.

From there, they created 
Riverbend Farms, a family 
business built from scratch, 
where they also raised their 
son, Steve Pohorly.

Today, Pohorly is the 
manager of the family farm, 
which spans 50 acres of 
land, including 30 acres 
of wine grape vineyards. 
On Sept. 16, it’s where he 
was offi cially installed as 
this year’s Grape King of 
Ontario.

“I’m proud to be carrying 
on that torch,” he told The 
Lake Report.

Being selected as Grape 
King by the Grape Growers 
of Ontario is about more 
than agriculture, he said.

“It’s not just about farm-
ing, it’s about involvement 
with the industry and in-
novation. It has a lot to do 
with growing grapes but it’s 
also a lot to do with your 

involvement in the commu-
nity as well.”

Pohorly has served as a 
director with the provincial 
grape growers association 
for almost 20 years and sits 
on several committees, in-
cluding Ontario Grape and 
Wine Research Incorporat-

ed and the Niagara Penin-
sula Fruit and Vegetable 
Growers Association.

Debbie Zimmerman, 
CEO of the Grape Grow-
ers of Ontario, said in a 
media release that the Grape 
King mantle, a tradition 
that’s been around for 70 

years, recognizes growers 
who demonstrate outstand-
ing vineyard management, 
industry knowledge and a 
commitment to their com-
munity.

“Steve embodies those 
qualities, and we look 
forward to seeing him rep-

resent Ontario’s grape and 
wine industry throughout 
the year ahead,” she said.

Looking forward to his 
new role, Pohorly antici-
pates a heavier workload 
and is ready to take it on.

“It was obviously a huge 
honour to be selected,” he 
said.

He said he hopes to 
continue the hard work of 
the Grape Kings who came 
before him.

“They’re great growers 
but they’re also involved in 
the farming community and 
the community at large and 
they’ve become ambassa-
dors for Ontario wine,” he 
said.

One of grape growers’ 
biggest struggles this year 
has been unpredictable 
weather, but Pohorly said 
overcoming fl ooding and 
rain shows the resiliency of 
Ontario growers.

He said he wants to 
ensure Canadians know 
the quality of wine from 
Niagara.

“Our homegrown VQA 
wines can stand shoulder to 
shoulder with any wine re-
gion in the world,” he said.

With increased tariffs on 
alcohol imposed by U.S. 

President Donald Trump, 
Pohorly said the bright side 
is that Canadians want to 
support homegrown prod-
ucts now more than ever.

Right now, his favourite 
bottle of wine is the 2025 
Sauvignon Blanc from In-
niskillin.

“Those are 100 per cent 
out grapes in that bottle, so 
it’s defi nitely one I reach 
for,” he said.

Growing up and working 
in NOTL, Pohorly said he 
is grateful for the tight-knit 
community of grape grow-
ers who look out for one 
another.

“We’re not cutthroat, 
we’re not rivals. We’re here 
to help each other out, pick 
each other up,” he said.

“We all know that every 
bottle of wine that we 
produce has to be great for 
everyone to succeed.”

Pohorly wished to share 
the honour with the entire 
Riverbend team, including 
parents, farmworkers Chris 
and Craig, wife Breanne 
and children Maelle and 
Harrison.

“It’s a team effort and I 
represent our entire farm 
family.”
juliasacco@niagaranow.com

Steve Pohorly grew up on Riverbend Farms Inc. in Niagara-on-the-Lake and has continued 
his family’s business in grape growing. This year he is named Grape King for his work in 
agriculture and the community. SUPPLIED

NOTLer Steve Pohorly named 2026 Grape King
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Available for pickup: Sunday, October 11 , 2026 |
11:00am - 4:00pm

th

at The Gate House | 142 Queen St
Last day to order: Thursday, October 8 , 2026th

We're serving up our annual mouthwatering
Thanksgiving feast made with fresh, local

ingredients, and a whole lot of flavour.

HEAT & SERVE TAKEOUT PACKAGE
$69 PER GUEST

ORDER NOW

Advertising inquiries?
 Email advertising@niagaranow.com 

Andrew Hawlitzky
The Lake Report

Megan Dyck’s family was 
told to prepare for her fi nal 
months when she was 14. 
Her mother stood before 
hundreds of participants at 
the Terry Fox Run at Sim-
coe Park on Sept. 20 and 
told them that while Megan 
has been able to celebrate 
three birthdays since that 
fi rst diagnosis, their battle is 
not over.

Amber Dyck said her 
daughter’s rare clear cell car-
cinoma has started to prog-
ress after immunotherapy 
held it back for several years. 
The family is now wait-
ing for research to produce 
another treatment option.

“Megan’s cancer is slowly 
growing again, so we con-
tinue to pray that research 
moves quicker than it does 
and that she will continue to 
celebrate many birthdays to 
come,” she said.

After she spoke, runners, 
walkers and cyclists took 
off from Simcoe Park along 
King and Queen streets, 

raising money for cancer re-
search. The local campaign 
had raised $77,106 of its 
$140,300 goal, according to 
the Terry Fox Foundation’s 
run page. Last year’s target 
was $120,000.

Megan was diagnosed at 
13. By 14, the cancer had 
spread to her lungs de-
spite aggressive treatment. 
Doctors had no known 
treatment options left, and 
the family was referred to 
palliative care.

“We watched Megan de-
teriorate and were followed 
by a palliative team who told 
us to enjoy our fi nal months 
with her to the best of our 
ability,” her mother said.

Joan King has 
organized the 
local run for 
almost 20 years. 
She said the 
town has raised 
more than $2 
million for can-

cer research since Mandy 
Falconer organized the fi rst 
run here in 1991.

“Sometimes hope is all 
you have,” she said.

King, a retired teacher, 
said she continues the run 
because Terry Fox never 
got to fi nish his work. Fox, 
who was in the middle of 
his cross-country Marathon 
of Hope, died of cancer in 
1981 before he could com-
plete his journey.

“[Terry] ran out of time, 
but we have the time to 
make a difference and to 
fi nish it,” she said.

Carol Dyck, a colon 
cancer survivor, joined 
other survivors in red shirts 
for their yearly photo at 
the town hall clock. Megan 
usually joins them, but she 
missed this year’s photo be-
cause she was in treatment.

“You have to be positive 
when it happens,” Carol 
Dyck said of her own diag-
nosis. “I wasn’t the fi rst and 
I certainly wasn’t going to 
be the last.”

Members of the Niagara 
College Knights volley-
ball team joined the run to 
support their coach, Abbey 
Gooder, who recently went 
through cancer treatment. 
Team members came to 
raise money in her name.

Megan has since celebrat-
ed her 15th, 16th and 17th 
birthdays. She is expected to 
graduate from high school 
this year.

Her mother told par-
ticipants their fundraising 
connects directly to the 
treatment advances that 
extended Megan’s life.

“The money you have 
raised is saving and extend-
ing lives. It is making a 
difference,” she said.

Donations to the lo-
cal campaign can still be 
made at terryfox.org. The 
campaign remains about 
$63,000 short of its goal.

andrew@niagaranow.com

Runners were mostly all 
smiles. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

NOTL Terry Fox Run raises $77KNOTL Terry Fox Run raises 
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Andrew Hawlitzky
The Lake Report

Maya Patel paid about 
$400 to spend four hours 
beside cars she says she will 
never own.

The 26-year-old graphic 
designer drove in from St. 
Catharines after watching 
clips of last year’s show 
online. She said the price 
makes it a once-in-a-life-
time purchase for her.

“I’ll never own one, and 
I’m OK with that,” Patel 
said. “It’s still cool for one 
afternoon I can pretend.”

Patel was one of more 
than 500 guests attending 
the sold-out Niagara 5000 
Hangar Experience, a four-
hour car and aviation show 
at Niagara District Airport 
on Sept. 19 that aimed to 
raise money for McMaster 
Children’s Hospital.

Founder and CEO Alana 
Hurov started Niagara 
5000 after her daughter, 
Katherine, was treated at 
the Hamilton hospital for 
juvenile arthritis, diagnosed 
when she was two. This 

year the event set a $30,000 
goal for McMaster, more 
than double the $12,500 it 
raised last year.

Half of each $300 driver 
registration in Friday’s 
luxury car parade, which 
travelled from Niagara Falls 
to Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
went to McMaster Chil-
dren’s Hospital.

Niagara 5000 reached its 
$30,000 goal for the year 
before Saturday’s hangar 
show opened. Organizers 
said the fi nal tally is still 
being counted.

Sherry Bocchini, a 
vice-president at Hamilton 
Health Sciences, said 55,000 

children from Niagara were 
treated at McMaster Chil-
dren’s Hospital last year.

The airport setting 
gave the show something 
a parking lot could not. 
Private jets sat on the apron 
between the cars, and 
helicopters took off through 
the afternoon on sightseeing 
fl ights over Niagara.

Jared Kaczmarek, a 
57-year-old retired Air 
Canada maintenance tech-
nician from Niagara Falls, 
spent most of his afternoon 
with the aircraft instead of 
the Lamborghinis.

“I can go to a car show 
any weekend in the sum-

mer,” he said. “You don’t 
normally get the cars and 
the jets in the same place.”

Inside the hangar, vendors 
sold watches and espresso, 
and the Italian Chamber of 
Commerce of Ontario ran a 
Made in Italy section built 
around the Italian brands 
parked outside.

Mélanie Villeneuve, 
daughter of Canadian 
Formula 1 driver Gilles 
Villeneuve, took the stage to 
talk about a new fi lm on her 
father’s racing career.

Buffalo Bills offensive 
lineman Dion Dawkins also 
attended with teammate 
Ray Davis. His mineral 
water brand, Shnow Water 
2.0, was the hangar show’s 
offi cial water sponsor.

Friday’s public parade 
drew more than 100 regis-
tered supercars to Fallsview 
Casino Resort before the 
drivers ran a route through 
Niagara Falls and Niagara-
on-the-Lake.

Organizers have already 
started planning next year’s 
edition of Niagara 5000.

andrew@niagaranow.com

A McLaren 620R parks its doors skyward next to a Porsche 
911 GT3 RS at the Niagara 5000 Hangar Experience, where 
more than 500 ticket holders spent Saturday afternoon 
among supercars and luxury aircrafts. ANDREW HAWLITZKY

Sold-out luxury show takes over airportluxury show
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JEWISH WOMEN 
IN THEATRE PRE, 
DURING and POST 

WORLD WAR II

��
�������������

Artists’ Village. 
With Anne Cattaneo.

Penny-Lynn Cookson
Special to The Lake Report

The Shaw’s headliner 
musical show for 2026 
is “Funny Girl” starring 
Canadian Sara Farb as the 
renowned American come-
dian, Fanny Brice.

This is the role on stage 
and screen that famously 
shot Barbra Streisand into 
the show business strato-
sphere. Brice, Streisand and 
Farb are Jewish. The idea 
to illuminate the astonish-
ing range and importance 
of  Jewish women to theatre 
history led to inviting a guest 
to speak on “Jewish Women 
in Theatre Pre, During and 
Post-World War II.”  

This presentation, given 
by Anne Cattaneo, was to 
examine “the impact Jewish 
women in theatre made to 
the art form, the growth of 
American and Canadian 
theatre and the changes and 
challenges they faced.” 

Of this, we did not hear 
much. 

We did learn about 
dramaturgy as Anne Cat-
taneo was a dramaturg for 
many years at the Lincoln 
Center Theater in New York 
working with the renowned 
executive theatre producer, 
Bernard Gersten.

Available to attendees 
was a six-page handout 
with information and ad-
vice from Cattaneo’s book, 
“The Art of Dramaturgy,” 
published in 2021. We 
learned that dramaturgy is 
the job of a theatre person 
who is compassionate, 
collaborative, fl exible and 
understands the structure 
of plays, text, language and 
the creative process.

The dramaturg knows the-
atre history and literature, 
researches previous plays, 
records each new play, sup-
ports new development and 
actors and seeks to connect 
to an audience in great and 
mysterious ways. This was 
enlightening.

But what about the topic? 
Who were these famous 
and groundbreaking Jewish 
women? What did they have 
to overcome to succeed? 
What drove them forward? 
Ambition, drive, resilience 
for certain.

Many found it necessary 
to change their names due 

to antisemitism. Those 
with one Jewish parent 
chose to identify with one 
or the other or chose a 
new name. 

Some began in the Yid-
dish Art Theatre founded 
by Sarah and Jacob Adler 
in New York in 1918 to 
present serious Yiddish 
drama. The Broadway and 
Hollywood actress Stella 
Adler (1901-1992) became 
one of the most infl uen-
tial women in theatre and 
contemporary acting. She 
co-founded Group Theater 
in 1931 and founded the 
Stella Adler Conservatory 
of Acting in 1949.

Her students included 
Marlon Brando, Robert De 
Niro, Warren Beatty and 
Salma Hayek. She believed 
the student’s main responsi-
bility was emotional avail-
ability, imagination and to 
“act with your soul.” 

Women acting in 19th 
century America included 
the actress and author 
Rose Eytinge (1835-1911). 
She specialized in fi ery, 
passionate performances 
that captivated Washington 
audiences, including Abra-
ham Lincoln. She did not 
disclose being Jewish. 

Adah Isaacs Menken 
(1835-1868), actress, poet 
and sculptor, was an Ameri-
can pioneer of vaudeville, 
burlesque and publicity who 
converted to Judaism. The 
highest paid actress of her 
time, her near-nudity and 
equestrian feats in Lord By-
ron’s “Mazeppa” astonished 
her audiences in New York, 
London and Paris.

Her writing ambition 
led to meetings with Walt 
Whitman, George Sand, 
Charles Dickens and a dal-
liance with Alexandre Du-
mas. Married four times, 
she wrote that women 
needed to be trained for 

“other missions than wife 
and mother.”

Sarah Bernhardt (1844-
1923) famed French actress, 
director, sculptor, was born 
in Paris to a Jewish cour-
tesan mother and a Catho-
lic father. Although she 
acknowledged her Jewish 
heritage, she identifi ed as 
Roman Catholic or atheist.

Her career spanned a life-
time of starring roles with 
the Odéon and Comédie-
Française in Paris and 
touring extensively with her 
own company to the United 
States, Canada, South 
America and Europe.

She entertained the 
French troops in 1916 on 
the Verdun and Argonne 
fronts despite her own leg 
amputation due to an injury 
performing “Tosca.” She 
was awarded the Légion 
d’honneur for her role as a 
director, not actress, due to 
her scandalous behaviour.

Molly Picon (1898-1992) 
actress of stage, screen, 
radio and television, began 
in Yiddish theatre and rose 
to star as Yente the Match-
maker in “Fiddler on the 
Roof” in 1971.  She opened 
the Molly Picon Theatre 
and entered the Theatre 
Hall of Fame in 1981.

Sophie Tucker (1886-
1966) began in vaudeville 
but achieved fame on 
Broadway, in fi lm and 
performances singing her 
hits “Some of These Days” 
and “My Yiddishe Momme” 
to audiences including King 
George V and Queen Mary 
at the Palladium in London 
in 1926. She was elected 
president of the American 
Federation of Actors trade 
union in 1938. 

Stage actresses who have 
entertained us for years 
include Bea Arthur in “Fid-
dler on the Roof,” “Mame” 
and “Golden Girls.” Lauren 

Bacall dazzled Hollywood, 
Broadway and Humphrey 
Bogart. Joan Rivers kept 
audiences laughing with 
her raunchy jokes. Goldie 
Hawn danced up a storm in 
the Broadway hits “Kiss Me 
Kate” and “Guys and Dolls.” 
Tony award winner Judy 
Holliday was a not so dumb 
blond in “Born Yesterday.”

Theresa Helburn was a 
director and president of 
the Theatre Guild in New 
York which produced a total 
of 128 non-commercial 
American and foreign 
plays including 18 from 
George Bernard Shaw. 
Zelda Fichandler rejected 
the commercialism of New 
York theatre and co-found-
ed two regional theatres 
in Houston and the Arena 
Stage in Washington, D.C.

Writers such as Lillian 
Hellman, Vicki Baum 
and Wendy Wasserstein, 
achieved tremendous 
success with their award-
winning plays on Broadway. 
Julie Taymor, director and 
writer of theatre, opera and 
fi lm has received inter-
national acclaim for her 
outstanding adaptation of 
“The Lion King.” 

Rachel Chavkin is cur-
rently the artistic director 
and producer of interna-
tional touring plays at the 
TEAM, an experimental 
theatre ensemble based in 
Brooklyn. She is currently 
the most active and ac-
claimed director on Broad-
way with multiple Obie and 
Tony wins and nominations.

The list goes on with the 
stunning lighting designs 
of Jean Rosenthal for “West 
Side Story,” “Hello Dolly” 
and “Fiddler on the Roof.”  
Missing are untold num-
bers of costume designers, 
agents, scholars and critics 
who daily contribute to 
theatre history.

Carole King, one of the 
greatest singer-songwriters 
of all time, has appeared 
in productions on and off 
Broadway. Bette Midler, 
actress, singer, song-
writer and author has been 
awarded Grammys, Emmys, 
Tonys and Kennedy Center 
Honours. Special applause 
is due to Kitty Carlisle Hart, 
a stage and fi lm actress, 
television personality, opera 
singer and as chairperson of 
the New York State Council 
on the Arts from 1976 to 
1996, a tireless crusader for 
fi nancial support of the arts. 

Such recognition of so 
many is long overdue.

Penny-Lynn Cookson is 
an arts and culture histo-
rian, writer and lecturer liv-
ing in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Uncovering the strides Jewish women 
made in the dramatic world of theatre

Sarah Bernhardt, a French actress and director, had many 
starring roles in her career with the Odéon and Comédie-
Française in Paris. WIKIMEDIA

Have an opinion 
you want heard?

Email us.
editor@niagaranow.com
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SPORTS

Kevin MacLean
The Lake Report

Summer’s gone, fall has 
arrived and that means the 
competitive leagues are 
wrapping up at the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Golf Club.

But there’s still time for 
some late-season heroics on 
the links.

As we reported last week, 
NOTL native Quinton 
Spagnol had a hole-in-one 
on the fourth hole en route 
to his “best score ever,”  a 
1-over 37.

He followed that up in 
style his next time out with 
another 37. But the real 
story is in how he did it.

His total was good for 
second low gross, behind 
club champion Ricky Wat-
son, who had a 1-under 35 
(with birdies on #3 and #8 
and a bogey on #5).

Spagnol bogeyed #2 and 
#3, so he was 2-over when 
he got to the tee on the par-
4 seventh.

The lakeside hole is a 
dogleg left to a small, two-
tiered green, with bunkers 

in front and out-of-bounds 
along the back. It’s easy to 
slide right across the green 
and land in the penalty area.

It plays to about 300 
yards total but a grove of 
large, mature trees guard 
the dogleg. If you’re a big 
hitter, you can try to bomb 
it over the trees and hope 
for the best.

That’s what Spagnol did.
He unleashed “a straight 

ball for once,” clearing all 
the trees, bouncing on the 
green and rolling to the 
back fringe, about 50 feet 
from the hole.

Then he stepped up and 
sank the putt for an incred-
ible eagle 2 to get back to 
even-par. With a bogey on 

the ninth hole, he nailed his 
second straight 37.

The eagle also earned 
him a $60 net skin.

There are a couple of 
weeks of men’s league play 
left. We’ll see what other 
fi reworks are in store.

Other winners: Justin 
Reimer (longest drive on 
#1), Glenn Young (closest to 
the pin on #4), Noel Morris 
(longest putt made on #5) 
and Kevin Jackson (closest 
to the pin on #9).

Earl Shore and Ron New-
man were low net winners 
with 31.

Birdies earned Ted 
Carmichael (#6) and Doug 
Hernder (#7) a $55 gross 
skin. Patrick Leeder (#2) 

and Jackson (#9) also won 
net skins.

In Monday’s business 
women’s league, Brandi 
Currie’s 45 was the top 
score. Other winners were: 
Angelique Magi (longest 
drive on #1), Diana Hall 
(closest to the 150 on #2) 
and Terry Huisman (sank 
the longest putt on #7).

May Chang was closest 
to the pin on #4 and Kim 
Breakspeare was closest in 
two shots on #9.

The NOTL club hosted 
its annual member-guest 
tourney last week, a 27-hole 
format featuring nine holes 
each of best ball, alternate 
shot and a team scramble.

Flight 1 winners were 
NOTL’s Ricky Watson and 
Andrew Bolinger of the 
LPGA International course 
while the fl ight 2 winners 
were NOTL’s Stein Hansen 
and Tony DeSanctis of Not-
tawasaga Golf Resort.

In a two-hole playoff to 
determine an overall winner, 
Hansen sank a four-foot bird-
ie putt on the last hole to edge 
out Watson and Bolinger.

NOTL Golf Club pro shop manager Darren Smith, centre, 
presents the member-guest championship cup to Tony 
DeSanctis, left, and Stein Hansen. PAUL DICKSON

Golf leagues wrap up play at NOTL club

Advertising inquiries?
 Email advertising@niagaranow.com 
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Both rookies have been 
selected to play on their 
high school golf teams.

And, although they’re 
barely 14 (Zhu hit that 
milestone a couple of weeks 
ago; Pern in May), the pair 
qualifi ed for the Ontario 
U17 Championship Aug. 31 
to Sept. 2 in Barrie.

Facing a fi eld that in-
cluded many players more 
than two years older, they 
both had solid weeks.

Zhu fi nished in a tie for 
fi fth at 1-over for 54 holes 
(75-71-71—217) while Perng 
also made the fi nal-round 
cut and at +17 and tied for 
33rd (77-77-79—233).

But that tourney was just 
the fi nale of a summer that 
saw both boys make sig-
nifi cant progress in a game 
that can be cruel even to the 
most talented practitioner.

The pair love golf, despite 
its inevitable ups and downs, 
and both hope to play in the 
U.S. college system at the 
highly competitive Divi-
sion 1 level. And beyond 
that, there’s dreams of “The 
Show,” the pro tour.

Zhu has some insights 
into what it takes to get 
there thanks to his older 
sister Katherine, who played 
Division 1 golf for Pepper-
dine University in Malibu, 
Calif., and professionally in 
China.

She’s also married to PGA 
tour pro Collin Morikawa, 
so it’s no surprise who Zhu’s 
favourite golfer is.

“I really like the way he 
plays,” he says of Morikawa, 
a seven-time winner on the 
tour, including the 2020 
PGA Championship and 
2021 British Open.

And yes, “when I meet 
him or play with him, some-
times he gives me tips on 
my game.”

Like his dad, Mike, who 
coaches him at Royal Ni-
agara Golf Club in Glen-
dale, Zhu is also a top-tier 
junior tennis player, but golf 
consumes most of his atten-
tion these days.

Mike, now in his 60s, 
is a graduate of Beijing 
Sport University, where he 
majored in teaching and 
coaching elite athletes. He 
was a top tennis player in 
China into his 40s.

He coached Katherine 
until she was older and says 

he probably will continue to 
help Kaige for a few more 
years.

The family also lauds 
Carl Glauser, the boys’ 
principal at St. Davids, 
for being helpful in their 
development and establish-
ing a golf team at the school 
a few years ago.

“He’s a very nice man and 
he encouraged them a lot,” 
adds Kaige’s mom, Jane 
Chu.

Practice is key to im-
proving and on days when 
Perng and Zhu are not in a 
tournament, they’ll often be 
on a practice range, work-
ing hard on their already 
impressive games.

For several years now, 
Perng has worked closely 
with Niagara-on-the-Lake 
native Travis Glass at Eagle 
Valley, just down the road 
from his family’s home. 
Zhu usually practises at 

Royal Niagara in Glendale.
Their golf resumes and 

accomplishments are exten-
sive, with many wins and 
top 10 fi nishes. But both 
boys say they are self-moti-
vated, driven to succeed by 
their love for the game.

Perng has won several 
U.S. Kids Niagara tourneys, 
which Glass oversees, but 
the young phenom traces 
his golf lineage back much 
further, to around age 11 
months.

“My Nana (Corinne 
Bosch) got me some plastic 
clubs and I would just hit 
golf balls around the house, 
like tennis balls or any-
thing, pretty much.”

His paternal grandad also 
cut down an old iron and it 
became his fi rst real club.

Then, around age seven, 
with encouragement from 
Glass, who’s still his coach, 
he started playing in tourna-

ments.
And that has led to hectic 

summers like this past 
one where he teed it up at 
courses across Canada and 
the U.S.

“I’ve been really busy 
with a lot of tournaments 
this summer. So, most of 
my practising has been 
practice rounds and warm-
ing up for tournaments at 
many different courses,” 
Perng says.

Competing in tourna-
ments, especially against 
older, stronger, more 
experienced kids demands a 
positive mindset, he says.

And he also keeps an 
eye on those older players, 
studying how they play and 
manage their game.

“Honestly, I’m just fo-
cused on what I can do and 
at the end of the day, that’s 
all I can control,” he says.

For instance, on day two 

of that Ontario U17 tourney 
a few weeks ago, “I hit a 
couple of really bad shots, 
but I still just focused on the 
next shot and what I can do 
better. I did really well at 
keeping my composure.”

He shot 77 that day, a very 
respectable score that most 
recreational golfers would 
be ecstatic with. But at his 
elite level the goal is to 
shoot par or better.

At 14, he’s got lots of 
time to work on that. He’s 5 
foot 7 and still growing but 
already drives the ball 240 
yards or more.

Perng’s dad Richard, a 
radiologist in Niagara, says 
Eli and Kaige have very dif-
ferent games.

At six feet tall, Zhu “hits 
the ball a ton, very long 
(often 275 yards or more off 
the tee). Eli is much more of 
a hit fairways and just stay 
down the middle kind of 
player,” Richard says.

That accuracy helps him 
play the game at a high 
level, he says.

Dad accompanies Eli 
to most tournaments but 
emphasizes he is there for 
support, not to push him to 
excel.

“I don’t want him to lose 
his love of the game and at 
this stage a parent can do 
that negatively,” Richard 
says.

Besides, with fi ve kids 
in the Perng family, all of 
whom are involved in com-
petitive sports, there’s a lot 
on the go.

Up till this year, Eli, the 
eldest, also was in com-
petitive hockey, but after 
suffering a wrist injury last 
season while playing at the 
AA level in Niagara Falls, 
he’s decided to hang up his 
skates.

That injury lingered for 
months and affected his 
golf game for much of the 
season, he says. So, now 
he’s all-in on golf.

Father and son both play 
at Cherry Hill in Ridgeway, 
where Eli is the reigning 
junior boys champion. Dad 
is no slouch, though, and is 
a single-digit handicapper.

As Perng’s coach at Eagle 
Valley, Glass is pleased by 
his protege’s progress.

“Eli has made some great 
strides this season, with 
under-par rounds in local 
and (American Junior Golf 
Association) events in the 

States,” he tells The Lake 
Report.

“The hard work and 
dedication has not gone 
unnoticed by myself and 
staff around our course. 
The future is very bright for 
him.”

Zhu’s family retains 
strong ties to China and 
over the past few years has 
spent time each winter on 
Hainan Island, the southern-
most part of the country. 
There, Kaige worked on 
his golf and tennis in the 
cold months, while keep-
ing up with his schoolwork 
remotely.

Now that Kaige is in high 
school, dad Mike says how 
much time they spend in 
China remains to be seen.

Given his son’s youth, it’s 
important not to push too 
hard on the mental aspect of 
the game, he says.

“I want to teach him the 
method, the skills to control 
your emotions and to try to 
focus on each shot.”

“We never push him to do 
the training,” he adds. “He 
always wants to do it.”

When he’s older, he wants 
his son to be able to look 
back and recall a “happy 
childhood.”

Kaige has played many 
sports, initially focusing 
on tennis and didn’t really 
take golf seriously till 
about age 10.

When he got into it, “I 
loved the game, so I felt like 
I should start playing golf 
more and then just kind of 
stuck to it,” he says.

He’s come a long way in 
barely four years. While 
U.S. college golf is the next 
big goal, in the longer term, 
“I’d like to be like Collin 
and play on the PGA tour.”

He recognizes there’s a lot 
of work ahead to make that 
dream come true.

As with Eli, this year his 
goal was to consistently 
shoot par or better, whether 
he was playing in his own 
age group or against oppo-
nents years older.

Both players made signifi -
cant strides and their futures 
seem bright.

As for how tiny St. Davids 
managed to turn out two 
such outstanding sport 
prospects, perhaps Eli sums 
it up best.

“I don’t know, but it’s pretty 
amazing, though, isn’t it?”

kevin@niagaranow.com

Top: Focus is key to success in elite sport and Eli Perng says he works hard on the mental 
side of the game. CORINNE BOSCH Bottom: At age 14, St. Davids golfer Kaige Zhu is six 
feet tall and regularly drives the ball 275 yards. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Aiming high: Young golfers are among best in Canada
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This tiny column gives tips to help promote 
kindness in our lives and spread joy and happiness.

#94: Give someone the 
benefi t of the doubt before 
assuming the worst.

Pressure doesn’t just create diamonds — it’s 
helpful when it comes to winemaking, too. 
The future wine-makers of Niagara, fi rst-year 
students at Niagara College’s winery and 
viticulture technician program, took part in the 
annual grape stomp at the school’s teaching 
winery on Monday. They picked fresh grapes 
from the campus vineyard before splitting up 
into teams to stomp the grapes under their bare 
feet, racing to see which team could yield the 
most juice. Here, student Matt Greco gives it his 
all in the competition. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

GRAPE STOMP!

Garth Turner
Columnist

Angela and Melissa raised 
eyebrows last week. These 
sisters, it seems, just can’t 
get enough.

Mere weeks ago, the 
Marotta girls were holding 
court as their new Stone Ea-
gle mega-winery and faux 
mausoleum opened just out-
side Old Town, next to the 
Terminal 4 Clayfi eld hotel, 
which opened its doors for 
overnight stays on Sept. 18. 
Meanwhile, Dad Marotta 
was hard at work building 
the hulking Parliament Oak 
hotel in the middle of a 
residential ‘hood.

And now A&M are pump-
ing their latest project. It’s a 
whopper.

If the sisters get their way 
with local politicians (once 
again), the old Rand Estate 
will turn into a fi ve-storey, 
111-room luxury Ritz-
Carlton hotel with banquet 
halls and a conference 
centre, plus 170 condos in 
fi ve separate buildings, a 
spa, retail outlets and 514 
parking spaces, above and 
below ground.

Town staff are studying 
the proposal, the latest after 
a former Marotta plan to 
cover the site with houses 
was rejected. This time 
A&M are being aggres-

sive — actively drumming 
up support with an online 
campaign, a dedicated web-
site (see twosistersresorts.
ca) and a petition aimed at 
those who will be our brave 
new leaders after October’s 
election.

“Today, we’re excited to 
share another chapter in 
that story: our vision for 
the proposed Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel, Spa & Residences at 
the historic Rand Estate in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake,” they 
say in an email that’s being 
widely distributed.

“For guests like you 
who already enjoy visiting 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, we 
believe the Ritz-Carlton 
would provide another ex-
ceptional choice for where 
to stay, while creating an 
experience that encourages 
visitors to spend more time 
discovering our wineries, 
restaurants, shops, theatre, 
attractions and beautiful 
countryside.

And the pitch: “If you 
share our excitement, we 
would be incredibly grate-
ful if you would sign the 
petition and share it with 
friends, family and others 
who love visiting Niagara-
on-the-Lake and would wel-
come another world-class 
accommodation experience 
in the region.”

The petition has urgency 
too. The deadline is Oct. 2.

The sisters say their ask is 
modest. Part of the property 
already has a zoning that 
allows a hotel or spa, and 
they’ve applied for approval 
to amalgamate and de-
velop adjoining lots, already 
owned.

Besides, it fi ts right in 
with the province’s strategy 

of making this Las Vegas 
North and doubling tourism.

“A Ritz-Carlton in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake is a 
private investment refl ective 
of the direction the province 
encourages: a reason to stay 
longer, close to the winer-
ies and the theatres that the 
strategy is built around,” 
say the Marottas. “The plan 
is the province’s. The in-
vestment is ours. They point 
the same way.”

What are the odds of this 
happening?

Let’s ask the people run-
ning to be lord mayor (with 
super powers).

If Erwin Wiens wins, so 
do the sisters.

“I am in favour of de-
veloping the Rand Estate 
and the resulting public 
benefi t of new commercial/
residential tax revenue for 
the town, the protection and 

restoration of heritage at-
tributes, and the protection 
of old growth trees,” he tells 
me. If staff gives a thumbs 
up on this issue, he’s all in.

But Vaughn Goettler is a 
hard no.

“I am opposed,” he says. 
“It fl ies in the face of the 
Ontario Land Tribunal 
rulings to date and should 
not have been ‘heard’ by 
staff because it represented 
an ‘abuse of process.’ Staff 
should have sent it back 
and spent no time on it. 
That would have gotten the 
attention of the proponents 
and sent a message that we 
are not going to be pushed 
around.”

Andrea Kaiser said she’s 
aware of the proposal but 
will consult with staff be-
fore commenting.

By the way, the Marottas 
got Parliament Oak through 
the political process with 
votes from Wiens, Lord 
Mayor Gary Zalepa, plus 
Couns. Wendy Cheropita, 
Maria Mavridis and Adri-
ana Vizzari.

That was a narrow victory 
over the nays — Tim Balasi-
uk, Gary Burroughs, Sandra 
O’Connor and Nick Ruller 
(now heading town staff as 
chief administrator).

Balasiuk, Burroughs and 
O’Connor are all run-
ning again. Other council 
candidates who’d likely be 
anti-sisters include Nicholas 
Colaneri, Karen Jones-Tay-
lor and Steve McGuinness.

The Marotta slate is 
shrinking.

Garth Turner is a NOTL 
resident, journalist, author, 
wealth manager and former 
federal MP and minister. 

garth@garth.ca

Two Sisters. Two hotels. One big brawl

The Marotta family is 
throwing online resources 
behind its proposal for 
another major new hotel, 
scores of condos and a spa 
on the historic Rand Estate. 
But it appears NOTL 
may soon have an anti-
development council.
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Dolly Parton sang this name, this name, 
this name, this naaaaame, “I’m begging 

of you please don’t take my man.”

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style
Category: COUNTRY MUSIC

Dear editor:
In a former life, I was 

an international corporate 
turnaround consultant and 
former business owner. 
Accordingly, I respectfully, 
totally disagree with Mr. 
George Herman’s letter 
from Sept. 17 in The Lake 
Report, proposing a com-
plete house-cleaning of our 

elected offi cials, the lord 
mayor and council mem-
bers, and replacing them 
with a slate of rookies.

Company and institu-
tional cultural changes 
and turnaround situations 
never, ever pivots around 
the directions of a new, 
100 per cent rookie man-
agement structure. Com-

plete house-cleaning, when 
necessary, is driven by sea-
soned professionals with 
proven track records and 
astute mentoring skills.

In summation, while our 
frustrations may make us 
feel good by “throwing all 
the bums out,” so to speak, 
such a result would be an 
unmitigated disaster.

Accordingly, we must 
elect a blend of new with 
a very select minority and 
seasoned old-guard mem-
bers, who can impart their 
knowledge and mentor the 
new rookie members to 
grow in their new posi-
tions.

Samuel Young
NOTL

Dear editor:
In a former life, I was 

an international corporate 
turnaround consultant and 
former business owner. 
Accordingly, I respectfully, 
totally disagree with Mr. 
George Herman’s let-
ter from Sept. 17 in The 
Lake Report, proposing a 
complete house-cleaning of 
our elected offi cials, the lord 
mayor and council mem-
bers, and replacing them 
with a slate of rookies.

Company and institutional 
cultural changes and turn-
around situations never, ever 
pivots arou Dear editor:

I read with interest Brian 
Marshall’s Aug. 27 Archi-
text column in which he 
addressed mitigation strate-
gies for local fl ooding other 
than major infrastructure 
expenditures (“Arch-i-text: 
We need to rethink how we 
prevent major fl ooding”).

He presents some excel-
lent practical ideas which 
require not large cash 
investments but, arguably 
more diffi cult, a reorienta-
tion in perspective.

The fi rst point he makes 
very forcibly, and with sub-
stantial facts to back up his 
assertions, is the important 
role that mature trees play 
in absorbing stormwater and 
how the careless destruction 
of canopy trees can lead 
directly to fl ooding.

A no-brainer, you might 
say. Unfortunately, this con-
sequence is seldom consid-
ered beforehand.

Secondly, Brian Marshall 
discusses permeable versus 

impermeable surfaces. Alas, 
impermeable surfaces pro-
liferate in our built environ-
ment: roofs, roads, drive-
ways, sidewalks, patios, 
playing surfaces, etc.

The runoff from these 
conventionally built sur-
faces contributes greatly to 
fl ooding and to the load on 
storm sewer infrastructure. 
There are alternatives to 
impermeable surfaces — 
permeable interlock, porous 
asphalt, permeable rubber, 

and gravel or crushed stone 
contained by a mesh to keep 
it in place, to name a few.

In addition, low-cost op-
tions like rain gardens and 
bioswales can help to col-
lect and use stormwater in 
situ. These ideas are encap-
sulated by the term “sponge 
cities” which are urban/
suburban areas that use 
natural systems to collect, 
absorb and slowly release 
rainwater and runoff.

While we are a small 
community, we could 
usefully employ these 
concepts to enhance our 
sustainability.

I would very much sup-
port Mr. Marshall’s call for 
requirements to build with 
permeable materials and to 
enforce lot coverages and 
setbacks to minimize imper-
meable surfaces in our town.

The powerful storms and 
severe fl ooding this summer 
should be evidence enough 
that we need a rethink, as 
Marshall puts it in his col-
umn. Spot on, Brian.

Christine Earl
NOTL

A few rookie politicians are fi ne — but not a lot

Summer floods show it’s time to embrace 
a new perspective on water management

Dear editor:
I am writing to express 

my sincere apology for the 
Facebook post I made in 
June 2024 regarding the 
Marotta business practices.

In that post, I used the 
word “corrupt” and like 
words in describing your 
business practices. I rec-
ognize these words were 
baseless, inappropriate 
and infl ammatory. I regret 
having made such a post, 

which as determined by the 
Court was ill-motivated and 
showed a reckless disregard 
for the truth.

While I remain en-
titled to hold and express 
opinions about planning 
matters, I recognize that 
my actions went beyond 
what was appropriate and 
amounted to an attack on 
the integrity and reputa-
tion of both you and your 
businesses.

I sincerely regret any 
harm or distress that my 
words have caused you, 
your family or your business 
associates. It was not my 
intention to cause personal 
harm to your family, and I 
am sorry that my comments 
had that effect.

I respect the effort and 
commitment that you and 
your family have made over 
the years in building a suc-
cessful business from the 

ground up and contributing 
to the town and the region, 
in particular the Marotta 
Family Hospital.

Regardless of differ-
ences of opinion over 
development projects, 
I recognize that public 
discourse should be con-
ducted respectfully and 
without casting aspersions 
on others.

Stewart Hall
NOTL

An apology to Benny Marotta

A fl ooded Niagara-on-the-Lake home after this summer’s 
severe storms. Letter writer Christine Earl says trees, 
permeable surfaces and other “sponge city” measures 
could help reduce future fl ooding. FILE/DAVE VAN DE LAAR
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Brian Marshall
Columnist

A local radio talk show 
host on 610 CKTB, Jon 
Gonzo, runs a weekly seg-
ment titled “Myth, Fact and 
Misinformation,” in which 
he puts a variety of claims 
through a fact-checking 
screen to determine their 
veracity.

This week, I’d like to 
take a page out of his book 
to look at the question of 
declaring a municipal mora-
torium on development.

To put this in context, 
during the mayoral can-
didate forum held by the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Resi-
dents Association on Sept. 
14, Vaughn Goettler called 
for such a moratorium and 
suggested that this tem-
porary suspension would 
allow the town to complete 
an infrastructure study 
that would ensure that any 
development applications 
would not overload the ex-
isting capacity, which could 

result in fl ooding, drainage 
issues and sewage backups.

Another candidate, An-
drea Kaiser, countered this 
by stating that, “Random 
moratoriums bring us back 
to court legal cases,” and 
claimed — apparently be-
lieving that even in absence 
of a thorough understanding 
of existing infrastructure 
capacity and limitations 
— the offi cial plan, zoning 
bylaw and other planning 
tools would suffi ce.

Echoing Kaiser’s opposi-
tion to the Goettler pro-
posal, the third candidate, 
Erwin Wiens, observed that 
a past moratorium bylaw 
vis-à-vis development 
(enacted by town council 
in December 2018) was 
“kicked to the curb” by 
Justice Peter D. Lauwers of 
the Ontario Court of Appeal 
(hence the out-of-court $1 
million settlement with 
Hummel Properties Inc. a 
year ago) and, similar to 
Kaiser, pointed to invest-
ing in an asset management 
plan apparently developed 
in absence of a complete 
holistic understanding of the 
existing infrastructure.

That said, let’s fi rst 
understand what a munici-
pality can do under existent 
provincial legislation.

In Part V of the On-
tario Planning Act (land 
use controls and related 
administration), Section 

38 provides a municipality 
with the authority to pass 
an interim control bylaw 
that effectively establishes 
a moratorium on develop-
ment in order that a “review 
or study be undertaken in 
respect of land use planning 
policies in the municipality 
or in any defi ned area or 
areas thereof.”

Further, the Act establishes 
strict time limits that such a 
bylaw may be in force — one 
year with an option for coun-
cil to extend for an additional 
year if required, which may 
not exceed two years in total. 
It defi nes that the pause in 
development must be for a 
bona fi de planning reason(s) 
which might include such 
activities as evaluating waste 
water capacity, traffi c grids 
and so on.

In addition it prohibits the 
use of an interim control 
bylaw to be used as an 
arbitrary way to block a 
specifi c, disliked project.

During the fi rst year of 
the bylaw, only the provin-
cial Minister of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing may 
appeal it. However, should 
the municipality extend it 
into a second year, individu-
als and developers have the 
right to appeal the exten-
sion to the Ontario Land 
Tribunal.

Now, in the event that a 
bona fi de study has been 
undertaken and requires 
the additional year to be 
completed, it is extremely 
unlikely that such an appeal 
would be launched, since 
there is a very high likeli-
hood that the Ontario Land 
Tribunal would refuse to 
hear such an application.

Therefore, we can sug-
gest that a moratorium for 
a maximum of two years, 
such as Mr. Goettler called 
for in order to conduct an 
infrastructure study, would 
be both legal and free from 
the threat of litigation.

That said, one must ask 
why the interim control 
bylaw passed in 2018 did 
not pass the acid test for 
legality.

Quite simply, the 2018 
bylaw attempted to not only 
suspend land use applica-
tions but also applications 
for subdivision of land 
which, according to the rul-
ing of Justice Peter Lauwers 
in the Court of Appeal for 
Ontario, are two separate 
things under the Planning 
Act (the provisions, process-
es and appeals governing 
subdivision of lands being 
detailed in Part VI of the 
Planning Act).

As a result, Lauwers 
determined that the bylaw 
was enacted for an improper 
purpose and therefore il-
legal.

To be fair to the town’s 
legal counsel, who I as-
sume they consulted prior 
to trotting out the bylaw, 
the Ontario Supreme Court 
justice actually ruled in 
favour of the municipality’s 
position — it took the senior 
court to overturn that deci-
sion and establish a clear 
legal precedent in Ontario 
separating “land use” from 
“subdivision.”   

But the senior court did 
not stop there. Justice Lauw-
ers also questioned whether 
the immunity provisions 
contained in Ontario’s Mu-
nicipalities Act, which pro-

tect the municipality from a 
tort remedy (legal require-
ment to compensate the “in-
jured person” for fi nancial 
and non-monetary losses) if, 
in a future trial, “bad faith” 
could be legally demon-
strated, thereby exposing 
the town to malfeasance li-
ability and a court-imposed 
fi nancial settlement to be 
paid to the plaintiff based 
on their proving fi nancial 
and non-monetary losses by 
the enactment of the bylaw.

We will never know if the 
$1 million dollar out-of-
court settlement with the 
plaintiff (Hummel Proper-
ties Inc.) was reasonable or 
completely out of bounds, 
since there was no pub-
lished requirement for the 
developer to actually prove 
monetary losses pursuant to 
the settlement.

All this said, should any 
future council enact an 
interim control bylaw, un-
derwritten by a duly compli-
ant study, it will be largely 
legally unassailable.

So, does the claim that a 
development moratorium 
shall result in litigation fall 
into myth, fact or misinfor-
mation?

For a properly framed and 
executed bylaw, the answer 
is misinformation.

Brian Marshall is a 
NOTL realtor, author and 
expert consultant on design, 
restoration and heritage.

Would pausing development put NOTL in legal trouble?

Last week’s mayoral candidate forum saw Vaughn Goettler 
call for a moratorium on development in NOTL, while 
Andrea Kaiser and Erwin Wiens said it would open the door 
to litigation against the municipality. PAIGE SEBURN
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Ross Robinson
Columnist

One of the great names 
for a local company is 
Skedaddle. They are in the 
business of humane wildlife 
control, and spend a lot of 
time with a lot of squirrels. 
Most of us regularly see 
squirrels, but we rarely give 
them a second thought.

Certainly the most 
common adjective used 
to describe squirrels is 
“cute.” Young people, not-
so-young people and even 
tourists from Germany — 
almost all agree that the 
word “cute” jumps to mind.

Here in Niagara-on-the-
Lake, we are blessed with 
such wonderful tree cover. 
Enjoy a walk around Chautau-
qua, St. Mark’s Church and so 
many other areas of our town.

I have heard that dur-
ing his 26 years as mayor, 
Henry Paffard advocated for 
the planting of over 1,000 
trees. By any measure, that’s 
a lot of limbs and leaves and 
shade and oxygen. And with 
trees come squirrels.

While doing research 
for this week’s Ramblings, 
I was surprised to learn 
that several of my friends 
quietly enjoy sharing their 
NOTL space with squirrels. 
They observe and respect 
their furry industrious-
ness, knowing that the end 
goal is survival. Food, self 
preservation and somehow 
avoiding predators. And yes, 
there is a defi nite pecking 
order between various spe-
cies of squirrels.

Can you believe how fast 
squirrels run, and how they 
can turn 90 degrees left or 
right, on a proverbial dime? 
To watch them sprint along 
a fl at area, and then sudden-
ly climb up a tree. Or climb 
up a fence, or effortlessly go 
up a telephone pole and then 
run along the wires. And 
yes, they are occasionally 
blamed for power outages.

You may not be wonder-
ing, but the word squirrel 
comes from the ancient 

Greek word “skiouros,” 
meaning shadow-tailed. 
Betcha didn’t know that. 
Now we are sharing useless 
information.

I will also share with you 
that a group of squirrels is 
called a scurry or a dray. 
This is where my writing 
can become complicated. 
The very thick Random 
House dictionary/thesaurus 
at our excellent NOTL Pub-
lic Library does not confi rm 
these word meanings.

To “scurry” is to move 
briskly. Much like squirrels 

do. And the word “dray” 
refers to any vehicle used 
to haul goods. Who is 
this amateur scribbler to 
believe?

Most experts agree we 
are lucky to have these 
cute, clever and charismatic 
creatures among us. And if 
we agree squirrels are cute, 
how about chippy chip-
munks? With their multiple 
stripes, they are so darned 
adorable. How did they 
evolve, with their little eyes 
missing nothing as they 
survey the area for food?

You have probably never 
wondered where squir-
rels sleep. Often in dreys, 
which are round nests 
made of twigs, leaves, moss 
and grass, built high up in 
tree branches. Or in tree 
cavities, sometimes hollow 
holes inside tree trunks and 
woodpecker dens that offer 
extra protection from harsh 
weather.

Squirrels just might chew 
their way into attics and 
other parts of residences, 
seeking warmth in the 
winter months. This is a 
problem, and often a very 
expensive problem. Sudden-
ly our cute little friends are 
not so cute, and costly big 
decisions must be made.

And do squirrels sleep 
alone? No, and in fact they 
are rather promiscuous, 
and not monogamous in the 
least. Apparently they some-
times sleep in groups for 
warmth. An expert told me 
that, so it must be true.

So, we are heading toward 
winter and beautiful, white, 
snow-covered grass. Some 
of us will enjoy watch-
ing the confl ict between 
the birds and the squir-
rels around bird feeders. 
Big bags of bird seed are 

expensive, and so much 
of the seeds end up on the 
ground or snow. So, our 
clever squirrel friends just 
wait under the bird feeders 
for food to arrive.

Which all leads to the 
surprise conclusion of this 
Ramblings: for whatever 
reason, my late Uncle Or-
val Knights up in Thunder 
Bay didn’t like squirrels. 
He was electrically clever 
and creative, and rigged 
up a six-foot square mat 
to place under his bird 
feeder.

If a squirrel got a bit 
aggressive and threatened 
the birds as they ate their 
birdseed, he would press a 
button that was located next 
to his easy chair in the liv-
ing room. This would shock 
the squirrels, and off they 
would scurry. Don’t fret, 
it was a gentle shock, just 
enough to have the desired 
effect.

He would laugh his imp-
ish laugh, and lean back 
for his daily nap. Truly a 
memorable family member, 
Uncle Orval.

I was with the rest of his 
family, loving squirrels. 
Still do..

rossrocket9@gmail.com

They scurry. They climb. They store. And so much more. 
As we enter autumn, our furry friend the squirrel will be 
busier than ever in Niagara-on-the-Lake, collecting acorns, 
nuts and seeds and putting them away for the winter. FILE

Don’t get squirrely as I exalt the adorable rodents
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Dear editor:
Over the years, many 

of us have publicly and 
privately wondered what are 
town staff and councillors 
thinking when they make 
decisions that don’t appear 
in the best interests of its 
residents.

This four-part series of 
short letters to the editor 
will hopefully give some 
insight into that thinking 
behind the decision-making 
regarding fl ooding, fi nances, 
infrastructure, consultant 
reports, transparency versus 
privacy and safety.

A meeting was held on 
June 29 between Coun. 
Erwin Wiens, Jordan Frost 
(engineer and director of 
public works and infrastruc-
ture) and a number of St. 
Davids residents to discuss 
a variety of issues that per-
haps can shed some light on 
the aforementioned topics.

Lord Mayor Gary 
Zalepa had, in a prior year, 
shrugged off one of the 
signifi cant rainfall events 
we’ve had as a once in 
500-year storm. Histori-

cal concerns and warnings 
from residents about water 
drainage fell on town coun-
cil’s and staff’s deaf ears. 

Water drainage and 
fl ooding problems have 
existed in St. Davids, Four 
Mile Creek and many 
other NOTL locations for 
years. After many years 
of ignoring the problem 
specifi cally in St. Davids, 
the town fi nally recognized 
there was one.

They recently purchased 
more than nine acres for ap-
proximately $1.9 million to 
establish a much larger res-
ervoir to handle increased 
water fl ows from approved 
developments.

While the town seems to 
have found a solution to this 
problem, the solution won’t 
be operational, (according 
to Mr. Wiens), for another 
two years. In the meantime, 
construction and approvals 
on new developments con-
tinue, further stressing the 
existing inadequate system. 

Doesn’t this sound like, 
and look like, development 
approvals preceding the ad-
equacy of infrastructure to 
service new developments? 
Wouldn’t an inadequate in-
frastructure be justifi cation 
for disallowing any further 
unwanted developments 
until the infrastructure was 
brought up to date?

I think the Ontario Land 
Tribunal would be out of its 
mind to approve develop-
ments when the infrastruc-
ture is critically inadequate. 
But our town council have 

decided to appease these 
development requests, and 
not contest them at the Land 
Tribunal. Instead, they have 
approved them modifying 
the existing policies and 
guidelines.

Mr. Frost pointed out that 
hydrological studies in St. Da-
vids (and probably other parts 
of NOTL) had been conducted 
by consultants (paid by the 
developer). Those consultants 
concluded there was no cause 
for concern — the system 
could handle the additional 
water fl ows.

He indicated that the hy-
drological analysis took into 
account 100 and even 500-
year storms. I’m not sure 
he has seen the fl ooding 
impacts of recent storms.

Mr. Frost stressed that de-
velopments were important 
to the fi nancial health of the 
town. Our taxes would jump 
signifi cantly if they were not 
approved. The implication 
was this source of revenue 
was the driving and over-
whelming factor to approve 
developments. Other factors 
weren’t mentioned. 

It seems like the town is a 
circular fi nancial dilemma. 
Stopping developments 
results in lower revenue 
to fund infrastructure, in-
creased property taxes and 
unhappy residents who elect 
council. Approving devel-
opments results in infra-
structure exceeding existing 
critical levels, a moderate 
increase in property taxes 
and residents enduring in-
frastructure shortcomings.

Which evil do they 
choose? The one where 
the electorate aren’t too 
impacted fi nancially?

So, as Brian Marshall 
asked: what happened to 
all the development fees re-
ceived from developers over 
the years that should have 
funded infrastructure?

Kyle Freeborn would have 
been instrumental in recom-
mending the allocation of 
funds to specifi c require-
ments, but after 14 years, 
he’s not longer employed 
with the town.

To be continued ...
Gienek Ksiazkiewicz

St. Davids

The town’s stuck in a circular fi nancial dilemma

The Lake Report  welcomes 
your lett ers to the editor. 
Please, write early and 
oft en. Lett ers ideally should 
be under 400 words 
long. Occasionally, longer 
lett ers may be published. 
All lett ers may be edited 
for conciseness, accuracy, 
libel and defamation. 
Please include your full 
name, street address and a 
daytime telephone number 
so that authorship can be 
authenticated. Only names 
and general addresses (eg. 
Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be 
published. Send your lett ers 
to editor@niagaranow.com.

We welcome 
your letters
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Keith McNenly
Special to The Lake Report

Sometimes it helps to 
reduce complicated issues 
to “simple truths.” 

I fi rst arrived at that idea 
decades ago when I was 
invited by the provincial 
government to take  part in 
seminars on provincial and 
municipal planning policy. 
What struck me was how 
often provincial ministries 
and their consultants went 
beyond setting broad pro-
vincial interests and  instead 
micromanaged how those 
interests had to appear in 
local offi cial plans. 

Their main objective, then 
as now, was clear: local plan-
ning must support economic 
growth. I did not disagree 
with that. What I disagreed 

with was the one-size-fi ts-
all, top-down method of 
imposing detailed rules on 
hundreds of very different 
municipalities. 

My suggestion was 
simpler. Let the province 
state its broad goals — its 
“simple truths” — and let 
municipalities interpret 
them according to local re-
alities, with the province re-
taining fi nal  approval once 
local plans are completed. 

One of those truths is that 
a strong economy matters. 
Another is that a healthy en-
vironment matters — and in 
my view, more. It is always 
more expensive to repair 
environmental damage than 
to prevent it, and in the end 
those costs fall back on the 
economy itself. 

Niagara is a perfect 
example of the connec-
tion between nature and 
prosperity. This extraor-
dinary landscape, created 
by glacial retreat and the 
Niagara Escarpment, is not 
just scenery. It is a founda-
tion for agriculture, tourism, 
hydroelectric power and 

regional identity. 
I saw the same principle 

in the Hockley Valley area, 
about 100 kilometres north 
of Toronto,  where I served 
as chief administrative of-
fi cer. Also partly within the 
Niagara Escarpment, that 
area’s glacial gravel deposits 
created both rich aquifers 
and valuable aggregate.

The aquifers feed streams, 
rivers and ultimately the 
Great Lakes system that 
supports Niagara Falls. The 
gravel, meanwhile,  helped 
build the GTA. Both re-
sources served the economy, 
but they were also in tension. 

That is why planning is 
not really about choosing 
one interest over another. 
It is about balance.  Both 
aquifers and gravel matter. 
Sustainability, to me, means 
fi nding that balance so that  
growth does not destroy the 
environment that makes it 
possible in the fi rst place. 

That is also why one-size-
fi ts-all planning does not 
work. What suits Toronto or 
Hamilton cannot simply be 
imposed on rural towns.

In Mono, we argued suc-
cessfully that our greatest 
contribution to the wider re-
gional economy was not de-
velopment but environmen-
tal protection. Our aquifers 
were just as important in the 
long term as urban subdi-
visions elsewhere. They 
could not be replaced once 
damaged, and groundwater-
based communities cannot 
be expected to contribute in 
the same way as cities draw-
ing on Lake Ontario. 

The same simple truth 
applies in Niagara-on-the-
Lake. If the province wants 
a strong economy, local 
people should have the free-
dom to determine how their 
community contributes to it. 
Municipalities are different. 
Their assets are different. 
Their solutions should be 
different, too. 

Here, the central tension 
is not between gravel and 
water but between develop-
ment and heritage. As this 
newspaper’s columnists 
argue, built heritage is too 
often treated as an obstacle 
to commercial growth, 

when in fact it is one of the 
region’s greatest economic 
strengths. 

People do not travel to 
stay in hotels. They use ho-
tels so they can experience 
a place. They come here 
for the landscape — from 
the pastoral beauty of wine 
country to the spectacle of 
Niagara Falls — and for the 
built heritage, history, cul-
ture and character that make 
this region unlike anywhere 
else.

Destroy those things, 
and the argument for more 
development begins to col-
lapse. Hotels, housing and 
attractions should be built 
without destroying the very 
assets that bring people here 
in the fi rst place. 

That is why Niagara-
on-the-Lake should not be 
treated as an extension of 
a “Vegas North” casino 
economy. We are not a des-
ert entertainment strip. To 
borrow parlance from the 
Shaw Festival, we should 
not be cast as a rival to the 
Falls’ main stage, but as a 
distinct and complementary 

act in the wider theatre of 
Niagara. 

The province may need 
growth, but the best way 
to achieve it is by allow-
ing communities to  shape 
their own contribution to 
the larger economy. Local 
councils, too, when given the 
opportunity to approve or 
modify development propos-
als, should listen to citizens. 
If local judgment matters, 
it must mean more than 
replacing provincial fi at with 
municipal deafness. 

Niagara-on-the-Lake has 
a duty: to protect the his-
tory, landscape and agricul-
tural character that make 
this region economically vi-
brant and unlike anywhere 
else. The recurring lesson is 
simple: provinces, regions 
and big cities use broad 
brushes, while local com-
munities paint the details. 

Any place can imitate Las 
Vegas. There is only one 
Niagara.

Niagara-on-the-Lake resi-
dent Keith McNenly was the 
chief administrator of the 
Town of Mono for 41 years.

Niagara should be itself — not mimic other vacation spots
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Dear editor:
Since the original closure 

of the Virgil pickleball 
courts in 2023, their reopen-
ing in 2025, and their fi nal 
closure in 2026, Niagara-
on-the-Lake council has 
repeatedly discussed fi nding 
a suitable location to rebuild 
the courts and provide both 
the general public and the 
pickleball community with 
a place to play.

To date, however, no ac-
tion has been taken to move 
this forward.

That is why the current 
Community Sport and 
Recreation Infrastructure 
Fund opportunity deserves 
serious consideration.

The fund is a $500-mil-
lion Ontario government 
program that provides 
funding to municipalities 
for the construction of new 
facilities and improvements 
to existing recreation infra-
structure.

This year may also be the 
fi nal opportunity for NOTL 
to qualify for special con-
sideration that could provide 
up to 70 per cent provincial 
funding of eligible project 

costs, rather than the stan-
dard 50 per cent.

With that opportunity 
available, why not think 
bigger?

Rather than submitting 
an application only for the 
St. Davids pool, the town 
should also investigate an 
application for a dedicated 
indoor pickleball facility 
— or, explore whether the 
two could become part of 
one integrated recreation 
project.

An indoor facility would 
not replace the importance 
of outdoor recreation. It 
would complement it by 
providing something NOTL 
currently does not have: 
a year-round place for 
residents to play pickleball, 
regardless of rain, wind, 
heat or cold.

Pickleball has become an 
important part of our com-
munity’s recreational life. 
A dedicated indoor facil-
ity could support residents 
of all ages and abilities, 
provide year-round pro-
gramming and potentially 
generate revenue through 
memberships, tournaments, 

lessons and other activities.
There are several ques-

tions worth exploring now:
Could an indoor facility 

be located near the new St. 
Davids pool?

Could an existing town 
asset, such as the former 
Virgil pickleball site, be 
repurposed?

Could the town work with 
the local pickleball commu-
nity to develop a partnership 
model?

Could the pool and an 
indoor pickleball facil-
ity be incorporated into a 
larger, multi-use recreation 
complex?

A combined recreation 
project could create a 
signifi cant community hub 
serving residents throughout 
the year. Shared park-
ing, utilities, staffi ng and 
programming could create 
operational effi ciencies, 
while a larger facility could 
support youth programs, 
seniors’ recreation, fi tness, 
aquatics, pickleball tourna-
ments and other community 
events.

It could also have tourism 
and economic benefi ts. A 

modern recreation complex 
could attract regional tour-
naments, training camps 
and events, bringing visitors 
and additional spending to 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Most importantly, it 
would allow the town to 
address two important 
recreation needs while tak-
ing advantage of provincial 
funding that may cover a 
signifi cant portion of eli-
gible costs.

The Community Sport 
and Recreation Infrastruc-
ture Fund supports major 
new-build projects of up to 
$10 million. That makes 
this an opportunity worth 
investigating — not after 
another funding window 
has closed, but now.

NOTL has an opportunity 
to think beyond simply 

replacing what was lost in 
Virgil. We can look at what 
our community will need 
fi ve, 10 and 20 years from 
now and build recreation 
infrastructure that serves 
residents year-round.

The questions before 
council are straightforward: 
What is possible? What 
could it cost? What partner-
ships could make it work? 
And what provincial funding 
could help make it happen?

These questions deserve 
answers before the fund’s 
Dec. 22 deadline.

Let’s make sure that sev-
eral years from now, we are 
not looking back and asking 
why NOTL failed to pursue 
an opportunity that was 
right in front of us.

Ron Pychel
Virgil

A provincial infrastructure fund could help Niagara-on-
the-Lake develop a permanent, year-round home for 
pickleball, letter writer Ron Pychel argues. FILE

Think bigger about the 
town’s recreation future

Dear editor:
I applaud Jim Huggins 

who, at the candidates’ 
session sponsored by the St. 
Davids Ratepayers Associa-
tion, confronted the panel 
regarding the sewage and 
fl ooding crises plaguing our 
homes.

Honest and direct ques-
tioning must be the tone of 
such forums, given that a 
lack of transparent commu-
nication has too often char-
acterized local governance 
over the past term.

We have witnessed an 
over-reliance on closed-door 
sessions and a shortage of 
meaningful public engage-
ment on critical community 
issues, from heritage trail 
access to costly out-of-court 
awards. We must hold our 
local government account-
able more than just at elec-
tion time.

When critical decisions 
— such as fi lling mid-term 
council vacancies — are 
decided behind closed doors 
rather than through open, 
traditional processes, the 
foundational trust between 
the community and its lead-
ership erodes.

We cannot afford another 
four years where public 
consultation is treated as an 
inconvenient afterthought 
rather than a core demo-

cratic obligation.
We hear a great deal of 

talk on the campaign trail 
about “experience,” but we 
must ask ourselves what 
that entrenched approach 
has delivered for our neigh-
borhoods.

A look at the St. Davids 
roundabout project reveals 
the limits of that adminis-
trative style: a contentious 
design pushed through 
despite widespread resident 
concern and clear warn-
ings from our community 
planners.

True leadership means 
listening to the town, not 
just managing it from the 
top down.

Public voting records 
confi rm what this town is 
fully aware of: we have had 

two dedicated individuals 
on council who consistently 
support the democratic 
process and fi ght for the 
community.

They stood alone in 
voting against bypassing 
proper procedures for mid-
term appointments, and they 
opposed granting multi-
million dollar breaks to 
developers at the taxpayers’ 
expense. Their integrity and 
alignment with the commu-
nity are commendable, and 
we owe them our gratitude 
for holding the line.

However, the reality 
of our current municipal 
dynamic is that a couple of 
isolated voices — no matter 
how dedicated — cannot 
alone shift the direction this 
town is embracing. When 
the system itself lacks open-
ness, even our most prin-
cipled representatives fi nd 
their perspectives sidelined.

Moving forward, it is 
unfair to expect a few indi-
viduals to carry this heavy 
burden. We need to elect a 
completely unifi ed, ener-
gized team — leaders who 
will act as a loud collective 
megaphone for the public 
and actively champion a 
culture of openness.

Look no further than how 
our local representation 
has been eroded. Under the 

Municipal Act, a strict Jan. 
1 deadline exists to alter 
council composition — a 
timeline explicitly designed 
to guarantee proper public 
notice, debate and resident 
input.

Missing that democratic 
window should have paused 
the conversation. Instead, a 
hasty municipal motion was 
pushed through on March 
24 to bypass that timeline, 
requesting provincial inter-
vention.

The resulting late amend-
ment to Bill 100 stripped us 
of two local council seats 
this election year, without a 
single town hall meeting or 
resident vote.

The new council must ad-
dress this legacy of internal 
structural issues, kicking 
aside democratic principles, 
and now compounded by 
the imminent threat of 
amalgamation.

This is not the time for 
green-lighting and manag-
ing endless developments; 
this is a time for creating 
a strong team and a path 
forward, dedicating all our 
resources and energy to-
ward protecting our borders, 
enacting our vision and 
values.

With regional governance 
frameworks shifting under 
the provincial govern-

ment’s restructuring plans, 
we should never have lost 
those extra council seats at a 
time when we needed local 
representation the most.

The compression of our 
voice means Niagara-on-
the-Lake’s representation 
at the regional table will be 
intensely restricted.

Our next lord mayor and 
councillors will serve as 
our solitary line of defence 
for our voice, our heritage, 
and our unique place in 
Canadian history. If we 
elect a leadership prone to 
quiet consensus, our historic 
lands and commensurate 
culture, agricultural base 
and local tax dollars will be 
completely swallowed by 
larger urban interests.

This October, we are 
electing more than just 
some maintenance of the 
status quo; we are electing a 
diplomatic shield to protect 
our town from political 
erasure.

Its wisely said, “Fool us 
once, shame on you; fool 
me (us) twice, shame on 
me (us).” This community 
cannot be given a second 
chance to be blindsided. We 
deserve fresh, informed, 
principled, articulate and 
energized leadership.

Judith Barnes
NOTL

We need a return to principles and values in NOTL

Dear editor:
Strong mayor powers may 

possibly bring huge changes 
to our beloved town.

But what kind of changes 
do citizens actually want?

Two important issues 
which I believe must be 
addressed by every single 
candidate for lord mayor 
and councillor:

“Should Niagara-on-the-
Lake’s future include a 
casino? Or a jet airport?”

I think NOTL citizens 
should know these answers 
before we vote.

Will Wilson
NOTL

Dear editor:
Watch out, or the bureau-

crats will rule.
In regards to the debate 

carried out by Mr. Her-
man (“Letter: We need 
rookie politicians to shake 
things up,” Sept. 17) and 
Mr. Slingerland (“NOTL 
voters lay out priorities,” 
Sept. 10) on the merits 
of electing rookie or 
incumbent councilors to 
office, the only winners 
in a rookie council is the 
bureaucracy.

The fi rst major priority of 
a new council is the budget. 
How does a rookie know of 
the decision-making process 
of solidifying a working 
budget?

It is not the responsibil-
ity of the bureaucracy to 
teach a rookie “the ropes.” 
The bureaucracy is there to 
answer questions — what 
questions would a rookie 
know to ask?

Certainly classes are of-
fered to rookie councillors, 
but bureaucrats tend to fail 
at teaching.

The best that a rookie 
could hope is fi nd a mentor 
among the newly elected 
incumbents who is willing 
to share the knowledge — 
other than that, a rookie 
needs to overcome a sharp 
learning curve, based on an 
education of the system, or 
the bureaucrats rule.

Good luck with that.
Derek Insley

NOTL

Does change 
in NOTL 
include a 
casino or
jet airport?

Rookie 
politicians 
have their 
work cut 
out for them
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Dear editor:
Since the introduction of 

strong mayor powers by the 
provincial government in 
2022 to spur housing de-
velopment, no less than 20 
Ontario municipalities have 
rejected the use of them as 
undemocratic — including 
Stratford, which went so 
far as launching a court ac-
tion to have them declared 
unconstitutional.

The essential problem 
with strong mayor powers 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake 
is that they will allow the 
lord mayor to override 
the majority decisions of 
council by convincing two 
of the six councillors to 
support his/her position in 
overturning the majority 
decision of council which 
is simply undemocratic and 
unacceptable under any 
circumstances.

It is understood there are 
some benefi ts to administra-
tive streamlining of staffi ng 
and budgeting, but when it 
comes to policy decisions 
on planning and bylaws, our 
lord mayor and councillors 
cannot resort to using this 
ill-conceived tool.

That is why we need a 
specifi c pledge from each 
lord mayor candidate 
stating that he/she fi rmly 
promises to never use 
strong mayor powers to 
defeat a majority vote of 
our elected council.

Furthermore, we need a 
specifi c pledge from each of 
our council candidates that 
he/she will never support 
the lord mayor in using 
strong mayor powers to 
defeat a majority vote of 
council.

Anything like, “I’ll only 
use it as a last resort, or 

to overturn unacceptable 
development or some other 
circumstance” is still un-
democratic and wrong.

Oh, and anyone who 
points to the lord mayor’s 
completely egregious 
attempt to veto the cold-
storage commercial project 
at the end of May as to how 
the current system works 
satisfactorily is simply 
throwing shade (“Council 
kills St. Davids farm stor-
age proposal — again,” 
May 28).

Bob Bader
NOTL

Our next mayor should reject 
strong powers as undemocratic

Letter writer Bob Bader says any use of strong mayor 
powers is undemocratic and should be refused. FILE
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To the residents of Niagara-on-the-Lake, I have spent a great 
deal of time thinking about whether to write this letter. 

Over the last four years, I have accepted that being an elected 
official means having my votes questioned, my decisions 
challenged and my record scrutinized. That is democracy.

But there should still be a line between challenging someone’s 
political record and questioning whether they belong in public 
service because of their mental health.

This week, someone sent me screenshots of a lengthy 
discussion on a Facebook page where I am blocked and 
unable to respond. 

The post questioned my ability to serve as a councillor 
because I have spoken publicly about experiencing anxiety 
in large, loud and confrontational crowds. It ultimately 
suggested the responsible thing for me to do would be to 
withdraw from the election. 

The author does not know me personally. 
So there is something she — and perhaps many others — 

may not know.
My anxiety around large crowds stems, in part, from 

having experienced epileptic seizures in public.
Anyone who has experienced a frightening medical event 

in public may understand how that experience stays with you. 
A large, loud crowd can sometimes trigger a very real fear and 
physical response.

Yes, there have been occasions when a council chamber 
became extremely loud — yelling, clapping, heightened emotions 
— and I stepped outside.

But I came back.
I may have missed a committee vote while briefly outside, but I 

returned and was present for council votes.
A few minutes outside a room do not erase four years inside it.
They do not erase the research, preparation, constituent calls, 

meetings, motions, debates and votes. And they certainly do not 
erase a lifetime of accomplishments while living with anxiety.

I have built businesses. I have worked in hospitality and events 
for decades. I founded Anchor Niagara and organized events 
attended by thousands of people. I have served on community 
boards, spoken publicly, participated in difficult debates and 
faced protests, criticism and even a death threat.

I have raised a daughter.
And for four years, I have served this community as a 

councillor, bringing forward initiatives dealing with rental 
licensing, business licensing, youth and community grants, 
heritage, tree protection, bylaw modernization, seniors and youth 
programming, road safety and other policy changes.

People are free to disagree with every one of them. They are 
free to challenge every vote I have cast.

But mental health should never become an election 
weapon.

The suggestion that someone experiencing anxiety should 
step away from public life troubles me far beyond what was 
said about me.

What message does that send to the teenager struggling with 
anxiety who dreams of becoming a leader?

To the mother managing her own struggles while raising her 
children and going to work every morning?

To someone living with a visible or invisible disability who 
wants to contribute to their community?

That public life isn’t for them?
That they should step aside?
I refuse to accept that.

Four years ago, my family worried 
about exactly this

When I first seriously considered running for council, my dad — 
a father and natural protector — was concerned.

He knew me and he knew how I was raised. He didn’t like the 
idea of his daughter being exposed to the chaos that can come 
with public life.

My family raised me to be humble and private. When you help 
someone, you don’t need recognition. When you donate, you do 
it quietly. When you give back, you don’t expect applause.

You give because it is the right thing to do.
That made politics uncomfortable. Suddenly, things our family 

had always done quietly became things I was expected to talk 
about publicly — where I had volunteered, what I had contributed 

and why I deserved someone’s vote.
We weren’t raised to tell people about the good things we did.
We were raised to do them.
My stepmom worried too, particularly about what public life 

might mean for my mental and physical health.
But there was another part of my family’s story that shaped 

my decision.
I lost my mother when she was only 44 years old after 

a long battle with cancer.
I watched my mother fight for her life.
And through it all, she never gave up.
She never shied away from life because it became difficult. 

Even while facing her own battle, she gave enormously to this 
community.

My stepmom understood my dad’s instinct to protect me. But 
she also understood the example my mother left behind.

And so, in my mom’s honour, my stepmom encouraged 
me to run.

That means more to me than I can adequately explain.
My family knew public life might be difficult for me. But they 

also knew fear should not be the reason I stopped giving back.
And I know why I decided to run anyway.
Because this community helped raise me, and I 

believed it was my turn to give back in another way.

This is the Niagara-on-the-Lake 
community that raised me

My family came to Niagara-on-the-Lake in 1992, when I was 
12 years old.

I grew up here. My parents operated businesses here, including 
Taylor’s Bakery on Queen Street. I grew up watching them work, 
watching neighbours help neighbours and learning what it 
meant to belong to a small community.

At 19, I was appearing before the Heritage Committee 
advocating for changes on Queen Street.

Now we are raising the next generation here.
My daughter has grown up watching her mother serve this town.
And our children are watching all of us.
They see what adults write online. They see how we speak 

about people with whom we disagree. They see whether 
someone’s vulnerability becomes ammunition and whether 
kindness is something we talk about or something we practise.

They are learning from us what the word community means.
That matters far beyond one election.
Somewhere along the way, our public conversation seems to 

have adopted a word I wish we would stop using so freely:
Fight.
Fight development. Fight council. Fight town hall. Fight a hotel. 

Fight a parking lot. Fight change. Fight each other.
Why does everything have to be a fight?
I don’t want “fighting” to define Niagara-on-the-Lake.
Democracy does not require us to become enemies.
We can disagree about development without attacking one 

another. We can debate density, heritage, parking, tourism, 
infrastructure and taxes without assuming someone who reaches 
a different conclusion doesn’t care about Niagara-on-the-Lake.

We can challenge decisions without attacking the people 
who made them.

We can preserve our heritage while acknowledging another 
generation needs somewhere to live. We can welcome visitors 
while protecting residents’ quality of life. We can plan for 
tomorrow without pretending yesterday never mattered.

That is the Niagara-on-the-Lake I believe in.
I am a councillor, but that title is only one small part of 

who I am.
I am a daughter. A mother. A sister.
I am a friend, a neighbour and a member of this community.
Public office makes my decisions open to criticism. It should.
But it does not make me less human.
So debate my votes. Challenge my decisions. Question my 

record. Ask why I supported something or opposed it. Hold me 
accountable.

But please remember that I am part of this 
community too.

Someday you, your child, your spouse, your parent or someone 
you love may struggle. They may experience anxiety, live with 
an invisible disability, become overwhelmed or need a little 

understanding while continuing to contribute enormously to the 
world around them.

When that day comes, I hope this community doesn’t tell them 
to step aside.

I hope we make room for them at the table.
And if the person who wrote those words about me ever needs 

my help as her councillor, I will be there too.
I won’t ask whether she supported me, criticized me or voted 

for me.
Because that is how I was raised.
You don’t help someone because they can do something 

for you. You help because someone needs you.
That is kindness.
That is public service.
That is community.
Strength isn’t never becoming overwhelmed. Sometimes 

strength is recognizing what is happening, stepping outside for 
a few minutes, collecting yourself, walking back through those 
doors and continuing to do the job.

That is what I did.
My mother taught me that strength doesn’t mean life never 

knocks you down. It means you continue to live, love, contribute 
and give what you can for as long as you can.

My dad wanted to protect me. My stepmom wanted to protect 
me too. My mother taught me to keep going.

I carry all three of them with me.
And now, looking at my own daughter, I realize the example we 

set today becomes the definition of community her generation 
carries tomorrow.

We owe the next generation something better than 
fighting.

We owe them kindness, respect and disagreement without 
cruelty.

We owe them a community where someone’s mental health is 
never used to tell them they don’t belong.

The Niagara-on-the-Lake that raised me taught me 
that community isn’t something you fight over. It’s 
something you quietly give to, care for and build 
together.

And finally, to answer  
Anne Dryden directly

To answer Anne Dryden’s suggestion that I “do myself and the 
public a favour,” step away and make room for the other candidates:

I will never step away from this community.
I will never turn my back on it.
And I will never give up on it.
If speaking openly about this costs me an election, so be it.
“Doing the right thing” has always been my motto.
I have spent four years making decisions based on what I 

believed was right after doing the work, reading the reports, 
asking questions and listening to residents.

People have every right to disagree with those decisions, 
including my vote on a hotel.

But if disagreement with that vote leads someone to invoke my 
anxiety, epilepsy or mental health as a reason I am somehow less 
capable of serving, then this becomes about something much 
bigger than me or one election.

It becomes a conversation about what kind of community 
we want Niagara-on-the-Lake to be.

I know the community that raised me.
It taught me to give quietly. To help without expecting 

recognition. To stand up when something isn’t right. To keep 
going when life becomes difficult. To disagree without losing our 
humanity.

And, above all, to never turn our backs on one another.
Whatever happens in this election, I will still be Maria.
A daughter. A mother. A sister. A neighbour.
And a member of this community.
An election can determine whether I have a seat at the 

council table.
It can never determine whether I have a place in the 

community that raised me.
And I will never stop giving back to it.

– Maria Mavridis
Councillor, Daughter, Mom, 

Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake

This is not the Niagara-on-the-Lake that 
raised me. But with kindness it can be

Paid for by the Maria Mavridis campaign.
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Crossword Puzzle
Across
1. U S space group (1,1,1,1)
3. Court game (10)
10. Consequently (9)
11. Female sovereign (5)
12. Survive (7)
13. Bowling pin (7)
14. Skin eruption (4)
15. Pachyderms (9)
19. Sue (9)
21. German Mrs (4)
24. Passage (7)
27. Surrey commuter village (7)
28. Trembling poplar (5)
29. Mouth organ (9)
30. Science of numbers (10)
31. Undiluted (4)
Down
1. Belonging to a country (8)
2. Enticement (9)
4. Papal (9)
5. Leg joints (5)
6. Mexican liquor (7)
7. Profi cient (5)
8. Beam over a door (6)
9. Started (5)
16. Medley (3-6)
17. Frighten, usually by violence (9)
18. Take away (8)
20. Squeeze together (7)
22. Las Vegas setting (6)
23. Racecourse (5)
25. Island in the Bay of Naples (5)
26. Resort lake in both California and 22 
down (5)

GAMES

Have some fun

SCAN 
FOR A FREE
HOME 
EVALUATION

905-641-0308  •  Sold@GolfiTeam.com  •  www.Golf iTeam.com

Call the brand that gets your home  NOTICED!

†Conditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated. 

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.†

Rob Golfi
SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Rob Golfi
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

710 Concession 2 Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake

$1,139,000
Total Finished:
2,381 sq. ft. 
Above Grade:
1,491 sq. ft.

Parking Spaces: 10

Bedrooms: 3

Bathrooms: 2

Cooling: 
Central Air 
Heating: 
Forced Air, 
Gas

Wine Country Living with Room to Grow
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Dr. William Brown
Columnist

To win a Nobel Prize is 
regarded as the highest hon-
our for most scientists. And 
for good reason: to look at 
the list of laureates in phys-
ics, chemistry and medicine 
or physiology is to see some 
of the fi nest, most ground-
breaking work in science 
over the last hundred and 
twenty-fi ve-years since the 
Nobel prizes were founded 
by Alfred Nobel.

Progress in the sciences 
has a long and rich history 
over the centuries but the 
magnitude of progress in 
the sciences throughout the 
20th and now fi rst quarter 
of the 21st century stand 
out for science’s very broad 
scope, depth and exponen-
tial growth and is mirrored 
by changes in almost every 
fi eld of engineering.

Before I began the annual 
reviews of Nobel prizes in 
2017, I was well aware of 
the work of neuroscientists 
such as Sherrington, Er-
langer and Gasser, Hodgkin 
and Huxley, Eccles and 
Katz, all of whom won a 
Nobel Prize that had some-
thing to do with the bio-
physics or physiology of the 

nervous system — which 
were “need to know” mate-
rial for me in neurology and 
neurophysiology.

However, I was largely 
unaware of the broad body 
of high-quality work in 
other areas of sciences such 
as cosmology, quantum 
physics, chemistry and 
much of medicine outside 
the nervous system.

Quantum physicists Ste-
ven Weinberg and Richard 
Feynman, both theoretical 
physicists and Nobel laure-
ates, believed that if you 
wanted to learn something, 
fi nd some way to teach it.

That’s precisely what they 
did, and what I’ve tried to 
emulate for the last 10 years, 
when I’ve shared with the 
public what I learned from 
the work of leading scientists 
who won Nobel prizes in the 
sciences each year. It wasn’t 
easy, but doing so, I expand-
ed my horizons in science 
well beyond what I under-
stood as a clinical neurolo-
gist and neuroscientist.

This year is the 10th 
anniversary of the annual 
program at the Niagara-on-
the-Lake Public Library 
that reviews the keystone 
three sciences awarded 
Nobel prizes — physics, 
chemistry and medicine or 
physiology — and related 
disciplines in mathematics 
and engineering.

There also coverage of the 
economics and peace prizes 
covered by David Elkins 
and the literature prize — 
perhaps the toughest of the 
lot to cover — by Valmai 
Elkins.

As part of the anniver-
sary celebration, David, 
Valmai and I intend to 
highlight the best of the 
winners in the last 10 
years, including 2026.

It’s diffi cult to pick win-
ners in the sciences, because 
the quality is so uniformly 
high every year. However, 
there are favorites of mine. 
In 2017, the fi rst year of the 
series, a Nobel was won by 
Weiss, Barish and Thorne 
for developing an exquisite-
ly sensitive device designed 
to detect faint waves in 
space-time generated by the 
collision of two very distant 
middling-sized black holes.

Gravitational waves were 
considered a possibility 
by Einstein, based on his 
masterpiece work, general 
relativity, but he thought 
(and rightly so for the time) 
that the ripples in space-
time would be far too feeble 
to pick up with the tools of 

his time. He was right then, 
but three decades of hard 
work by the three laure-
ates, backed by hundreds 
of scientists and engineers, 
showed it was possible.

That stunning Noble 
Prize was awarded two 
years after the fi rst gravita-
tional waves were detected. 
It turns out that space is 
crowded with gravitational 
waves generated by colli-
sions between black holes, 
a black hole and a neutron 
star, or between two neu-
tron stars. So far however, 
no gravitational waves 
generated by the Big Bang 
have been detected.

The Nobel committee 
wasted no time in awarding 
a Nobel Prize to Penrose, 
Genzel and Ghez in 2020 
for their work in fi nding 
a giant black hole at the cen-
ter of the Milky Way and 
showing that black holes 
were a robust prediction of 

general relativity. This prize 
was awarded one year after 
pictures of the fi rst black 
hole fi nally showed un-
equivocally that black holes 
existed.

But of all the physics 
prizes, my favorite was won 
in 2022 by Zeilinger, Aspect 
and Clauser, who showed 
that particles such as 
photons or electrons could 
behave as one (entangled), 
sometimes at enormous dis-
tances, a notion considered 
impossible by Einstein in 
this, his last challenge to his 
friend Niels Bohr, and quan-
tum physics, which Einstein 
considered fell short of a 
complete theory because of 
its lack of causality.

Einstein may have lost the 
challenge posthumously, but 
many living physicists agree 
— he was right to question 
quantum physics as a com-
plete theory, devoid of cau-
sality. I’m not a physicist, 
but I’m on Albert’s side.

My favorite chemistry 
prize was the 2021 Nobel 
won by Charpentier and 
Doudna for their pioneering 
work in gene editing using 
a guide molecule (CRISPR) 
designed to latch onto a 
specifi c target gene coupled 
with an enzyme (Cas 9) to 
cut part or all of the dys-
functional gene out.

The method wasn’t per-
fect, but in the succeeding 
decade led to other methods 
in gene editing to make the 
genetic engineering more 
precise and less prone to off 
target hits.

For the medicine prize, 
how can I not site Karikó 

and Weissman’s key work in 
developing mRNA vaccines, 
without which millions 
infected with COVID-19 
would have died?

And fi nally, a favorite of 
mine was the solo award of 
the medicine Nobel prize 
to Svante Paabo for his 
pioneering work developing 
tools for studying ancient 
nuclear DNA.

His work led to fasci-
nating revelations of sex 
between closely related 
species such as denisovans, 
neanderthals and mod-
ern humans, methods for 
studying why ancient spe-
cies such as neanderthals 
went extinct and tracking 
migrations patterns and 
group sizes among an-
cient humans and modern 
humans.

Truth be told, all the 
Nobel prizes I’ve reviewed 
have been fascinating, and 
thank goodness for prizes 
such as the Nobel Prize 
and now many other prizes 
which highlight the best of 
science — something ur-
gently needed in these days 
of social media and ramped 
misinformation.

This year’s series on the 
2026 Nobel Prize, taking 
place at the Niagara-on-the-
Lake Public Library, will 
begin on Wednesday, Oct. 
28 and take place every 
Wednesday until Dec. 9.

Dr. William Brown is 
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the 
InfoHealth series at the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library. 

mRNA to black holes, Nobels show science’s marvels

FEATURED

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 
and the Covenant Chain

Prior to the War of 1812, alliances had 
been established between the Crown and 
many First Nations, including the 1764 
Treaty of Niagara, which was negotiated by 
Sir William Johnson for the Crown. This 
treaty affi rmed and extended the Silver 
Covenant Chain of Friendship with 24 Na-
tive nations, including the Haudenosaunee 
and other members of the Western Lakes 
Confederacy. At this time, First Nations 
acted with full agency, managing their own 
affairs in the context of nation-to-nation 
status with Britain.

After the war, the Chain of Friendship 
was left to tarnish.

First Nations who had fought along-
side their British and Canadian allies 
faced neglect and policies designed to 
strip them of their cultures, lands, and 
resources. The Indian Act, passed in 1876, 
advanced a policy of assimilation and to 
implement this, residential schools were 
established. These schools did signifi cant 
harm to Indigenous children by removing 
them from their families, denying them 
the use of their languages, exposing them 

to mental, physical, and sexual abuse by 
staff, and coerced them to reject their own 
cultural beliefs.

In 2008, the Government of Canada 
apologized for its role in the residential 
school system and established the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission. Its calls 
to action include greater education about 
Indigenous peoples’ histories and con-
tributions to Canada. And the history of 
Indigenous contributions during the War 
of 1812 is an important part of that story, 
particularly here in NOTL.

The Haudenosaunee and other First Na-
tions played a vital role in defending this 
region alongside their British and Canadian 
allies. The wampum belts being shown by 
the Six Nations chiefs in this picture from 
1871 is a reminder of the diplomatic rela-
tionships and agreements that shaped this 
history. After the war, that relationship was 
neglected and the Silver Covenant Chain 
of Friendship was allowed to tarnish. Truth 
and reconciliation asks us to acknowledge 
what happened to those relationships and 
to consider how they can be renewed.

The development of mRNA vaccines against COVID-19 
earned Katalin Karikó and Drew Weissman the 2023 Nobel 
Prize in physiology or medicine. SOURCED
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Craig, Danna, Remus, Pavel
The Eady Family

It is with profound sorrow that we announce the tragic deaths of our son, Craig Eady, 
44; our daughter-in-law, Danna Eady (Farrar), 41; and our beloved grandsons, Remus, 
13, and Pavel, 10, following a plane crash in Fresno, California, on Sept. 5, 2026.

Born and raised in Niagara-on-the-Lake, Craig attended Parliament Oak School and 
Niagara District Secondary School before later settling in California with his family. He is 
lovingly remembered by his parents, Rick and Sylvia Eady; his siblings Amanda (Nikkel), 
Kyle and Lindsay; their families; and many extended family members and friends.

Craig and Danna leave behind their two surviving children, Felicity, 18, and Lucien, 
17, who are now facing the unimaginable loss of their parents and brothers while trying 
to rebuild their lives and plan for their futures.

A donation page has been established to help provide Felicity and Lucien with much-
needed fi nancial stability and support in the months and years ahead. Donations of any 
amount would be deeply appreciated and can be made through SupportNow – The Eady 
Family, or by scanning the QR code below.

We are profoundly grateful for the love, kindness and support that has been shown to 
our family during this devastating time.

Craig, Danna, Remus and Pavel will be deeply loved, missed and remembered always.

Obituary

233 KING STREET | NIAGARA - ON - THE - LAKE
905.468.7222 | AURAONTHELAKE .CA

DATE NIGHT FAMILY
GATHERINGWINE COUNTRY VISIT

NIAGARA’S FINEST, IN YOUR GLASS

An exclusive selection of local VQA wines celebrating Niagara's
world-class wine region, alongside craft beers and handcrafted cocktails.

NIAGARA’S FINEST INDIAN DINING EXPERIENCE

Where the warmth of Indian cuisine & hospitality meets Niagara
wines.

An unforgettable dining experience crafted with passion, tradition,
and the finest local ingredients.

THE PERFECT SETTING FOR EVERY OCCASION

PATIO NOW OPEN   |   RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

Sunday - Friday : 12 pm - 9 pm ; Saturday : 12 pm - 10 pm

g

We welcome your letters
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RE/MAX NIAGARA
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

Independently owned & operated 

FREE HOME 
EVALUATION

Please just call me.

GREG SYKESGREG SYKES
SALESPERSON

CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

905.329.3484
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