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Enns Battery & Tire is a three-generation family dynasty
Tim Taylor
The Lake Report

For the past 50 years, three 
generations of the Enns fam-
ily have been quietly build-
ing a business that almost 
everyone in Niagara-on-the-
Lake knows.

In 1971, Jake Enns and his 
wife Anne Marie, opened 
Enns Battery & Tire, tucked 
in behind their small bun-
galow on Four Mile Creek 
Road, just off Lakeshore 
Road.

Entering its sixth decade of 
operation, the family-owned 
company sells and services 

thousands of tires annually 
for area drivers and farmers.

By 1993, one of their sons, 
Rudy and his wife Dorothy, 
were ready to take over the 
business from his parents.

And now its Julieanne’s 
turn. At 28, she’s the 
youngest child of Rudy and 
Dorothy.

Each transition has been a 
little unexpected.

Jake was already working 
at Direct Winter Transport in 
St. Catharines as a carpen-
ter when he married Anne 
Marie in 1954. They moved 
directly into their new house, 
just in front of what would 

become their burgeoning tire 
business 15 years later.

They met at the Red Brick 
Church (Niagara United 
Mennonite Church) on Ni-
agara Stone Road. Both sang 
in the choir and, according to 
Anne Marie, “lived on love 
for the first few years.”

Both are German Menno-
nites. Jake arrived in Canada 
in 1948 from the Ukraine. 
Anne Marie, two years later, 
from Poland.

In the late 1960s, Direct 
Winter moved its operation 
to Hamilton and after a few 
months avoiding the reloca-
tion, Jake decided he didn’t 

want to move his young fam-
ily from Virgil.

“He had a small side busi-
ness repairing and rebuilding 
old batteries,” remembers 
Anne Marie, now 86, still 
living not far from their busi-
ness on Creek Road. “He’d 
pick up scrap batteries, fill 
them with acid, balance them 
and sell them to farmers.”

But an acquaintance in the 
tire business gave him some 
good advice: “You know, 
Jake, cars have only one 
battery, but they need four 
tires.”Dorothy and Rudy Enns stand behind their daughter 

Julieanne’s plan to take over the 50-year-old family battery 
and tire business on Creek Road in Virgil. TIM TAYLOR

Our leaders have 
failed us too often 
in this pandemic
Dr. William Brown
The Lake Report

Too little, too late and 
sometimes wrong: That 
about describes the state 
of the pandemic for most 
countries around the world.

Thank goodness for 
success stories such as the 
aggressive vaccination 
programs in Israel and the 
U.K. and even in the United 
States – although the refusal 
of many Americans to ac-
cept vaccination threatens 
any chance of achieving 
herd immunity and speaks 
to the continuing political 
divide and misinformation 

in that country.
Others, such as Europe 

and Canada, fumbled badly 
by failing in the summer 
and fall of 2020 to secure 
sufficient vaccine to meet 
the needs of their popula-
tions. The tragic result is 
that both regions now face 
a serious wave of infec-
tions, hospitalizations and 
deaths related to the far 
more infectious U.K. variant 
without the protection that 
timelier comprehensive vac-
cination would have offered.

Short of vaccine, Cana-
dian health authorities made 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau visits Niagara. FILE PHOTO

Businesses struggle to adapt 
to back-and-forth lockdowns

Bernard Lansbergen
The Lake Report

Joe Marchese of Virgil 
restaurant Twisted Vine 
wants to know: “How can 
we do the same things over 
and over again and expect 
different results?”

When Premier Doug Ford 
announced a new shutdown 
two weeks ago small busi-
nesses had to close their 
doors once again, leaving 
some owners frustrated as 

they scramble to adapt.
When COVID-19 first 

hit last year, Twisted Vine 
had only been open for nine 
months.

“You’re trying to establish 
yourself as a new busi-
ness, which is hard enough 
in this world,” said Mar-
chese. “We’ll never make 
up the amount of business 
we’ve lost.”

Kevin Neufeld, owner 
of Old Town hat shop 
BeauChapeau, agrees, add-

ing, “The losses have been 
incredible.”

BeauChapeau has had an 
online presence since 1998, 
which made for a smoother 
transition to curbside 
pickup.

“To have a website that 
was already operating 
was really beneficial for 
us,” said Neufeld. It even 
allowed the business to 
grow as BeauChapeau has 
doubled its floor space in 
the last year, effectively 

making it the biggest hat 
shop in Canada, he said.

For others the switch to an 
online model was a bigger 
adjustment.

“We did not have an 
online presence at all 
because we never needed 
it,” said Darren Michlik 
who, together with his wife 
Sharon owns the women’s 
clothing boutique Great 
Things in Old Town.

Husband and wife Sharon and Darren Michlik, owners of Great Things on Queen Street, say despite government grants, 
lack of business during lockdown has been devastating to the store. SUPPLIED
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Town offers tourists masks, places staff at parks
Richard Harley
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-
Lake had fewer visitors 
last weekend with a prov-
incewide shutdown and 
rainy weather, but still 
saw thousands of visitors 
coming, many of them for 
non-essential trips.

The Town of NOTL 
reported that Bell Mobili-
ty’s monitoring of incoming 
cellphones showed about 
21,000 devices entered 
NOTL with 15,300 of those 
devices travelling to Old 
Town specifically.

Of the people entering 
NOTL, 69 per cent were 
coming from the Niagara 
region, 13 per cent from the 
GTA and six per cent from 
Hamilton.

Among those enter-
ing Old Town, 72 per cent 
were from Niagara, 10 per 
cent were from the GTA 
and nine per cent were from 
Hamilton, said chief ad-
ministrative officer Marnie 
Cluckie during a COVID-19 
update at Monday’s com-
mittee of the whole meeting.

On a sunny Saturday and 
a rainy Sunday, town traffic 
counters showed 6,882 ve-
hicles drove into Old Town, 
about 60 per cent less than 
the previous weekend.

Cluckie said as a result 
of a steady stream of visi-
tors, the town has increased 
its COVID-19 response, 
including more sanitiza-

tion of portable washrooms 
and offering disposable 
masks at public washroom 
entrances.

“With the nice weather 
that we’ve been experienc-
ing, we’ve been focusing on 
keeping all of our outdoor 
amenities safe for public use 
for our residents,” she said.

She said the town will 
now have staff present 
in Queen’s Royal Park, 
Simcoe Park, Virgil Sports 
Park and Ryerson Park 
to assist bylaw enforcement 

officers, “just by reminding 
the public about restric-
tions that are outlined in 
the regulations, again, like 
physical distancing, occu-
pancy limits and mask use.”

Staff have been trained 
to act as ambassadors, 
“so they’re maintaining a 
very friendly and helpful 
approach, enhancing our 
customer service, but of 
course making sure that 
public health guidance is 
followed so people can 
stay safe.”

She said the measures 
are expected to continue 
past April.

Lord Mayor Betty Disero 
said there is little else the 
town can do besides try 
to make things as safe as 
possible, since people are 
going to keep coming.

She said it’s not a matter 
of accommodating tour-
ists and that the town is 
doing what it can to keep 
vacationing down, includ-
ing denying many requests 
for short-term rental ac-

commodations.
Short-term rentals are not 

allowed to operate during 
lockdown unless someone 
has a legitimate, urgent 
need for housing.

“So we’re not making it 
easy for anybody that wants 
to come on a holiday here,” 
she said. “But the fact of 
the matter is, unless you 
close the Queen E, people 
are gonna come.”

It’s a postitive that most 
visitors are coming from 
the Niagara region, but it’s 

still frustrating to see so 
many people ignoring stay-
at-home orders.

“I want to scream every 
time I see somebody 
walking around Queen 
Street without a mask and 
know that they’re not from 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.”

However, she said, it’s 
really tough for bylaw 
officers to actually en-
force any COVID-19 laws 
about gathering in large 
groups. Bylaw officers need 
to get someone’s identifica-
tion and if they won’t give 
it to them, they have to call 
the police, who don’t read-
ily respond.

“(Police are) not as 
responsive as they could or 
should be,” Disero said.

She said bylaw of-
ficers will issue fines to 
short-term rentals if there 
are licence plates from 
out of the province in the 
driveway that don’t match 
the house.

With regards to people 
continuing to do activities 
like renting bikes in town, 
she said the town doesn’t 
have the authority to ensure 
they’re only being rented 
for essential reasons.

“So what the province 
said was that bicycle rentals 
are essential. And the town 
does not have the logisti-
cal or legal authority to 
say, ‘You can rent to this 
person, but you can’t rent to 
that person.’ And that’s our 
biggest problem.”

Visitors are ignoring provincial orders and still coming to NOTL for non-essential trips. RICHARD HARLEY

Prest House is named  
‘sexiest’ building in town 
in NOTL Museum contest
Bernard Lansbergen
The Lake Report

After four months and 
28 rounds of voting the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Mu-
seum has finally declared 
a winner. The Prest House, 
located at 1755 York Road, 
is the sexiest building in 
NOTL.

The museum, inspired 
by a similar initiative on 
Twitter for inns in the UK, 
launched the online poll 
in January. Each week it 
pitted two historic NOTL 

buildings against one 
another for the title of the 
“sexiest”. 

The Prest House, also 
known as Davis-Croy 
house, faced off against 
buildings such as Willow-
bank and Riverbend Inn, 
to finally go head-to-head 
against the Grand Victo-
rian.

The Prest House was 
built in 1819 from local 
Queenston Limestone and 
is known for its Georgian 
architecture. “In recent 
years the house has been 

restored,” says Shawna 
Butts, the museum’s as-
sistant curator and educa-
tion programmer, “I think 
beyond it being visually 
appealing, (that) is why it 
won the competition.”

Butts is really pleased 
with the response she has 
gotten from the commu-
nity. “It was meant to be 
something that was fun and 
engaging during times of 
uncertainty. From talking 
with people who were par-
ticipating in it, the program 
did just that.” The Prest House. RICHARD HARLEY
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ICU cases ‘well above’ second wave
Richard Harley
The Lake Report

As cases of COVID-19 
continue to rise in Niagara 
and across the province, 
ICU and hospital admis-
sions are passing totals 
from the peak of the second 
wave and far exceed-
ing what they were during 
the first wave, says Niaga-
ra’s chief medical officer. 

This week there were 
more than 600 people in 
ICU with COVID-19 across 
Ontario and that number 
could reach 800 before the 
provincewide lockdown 
starts to bring cases back 
down.

Dr. Mustafa Hirji 
said, “There was some 
discussions by some ICU 
doctors this weekend saying 
that really the very maxi-
mum that the hospital sys-
tem could probably absorb 
would be about 900 ICU 
admissions, if they close off 
all beds and start to reallo-
cate them towards the ICUs. 
And so that means we don’t 
have a lot of room for error 
here if things continue to 
go up. So it’s definitely a 
bleak time in terms of our 
hospitals.”

He said it will likely take 
about two weeks from the 

start of the lockdown on 
April 9 before cases and 
hospitalizations start to 
fall. It will take even longer 
to get them back to safe 
levels to reopen.

“I think what’s also re-
ally notable here is that it 
was mid-February when we 
started to have the province 
move towards reopening 
and you can see that even 
in mid-February our ICU 
admissions were higher 
than they were at any point 
in the first wave,” Hirji told 
reporters Monday.

Now, he says ICU admis-
sions are “well above” 
where they were at the 
peak of the second wave.

With the previous re-
opening, “there was no lon-
ger the ability to continue 
to see hospitalizations 

and ICU admissions come 
down. So as we go into this 
third wave, we’re basically 
starting from a very high 
point of ICU admissions 
and hospital admissions, 
which is why we’re enter-
ing such a danger zone 
now.”

Locally, the Niagara 
Health hospital site in St. 
Catharines has seen hos-
pital admissions rise from 
eight to 28 in a week, with 
many of the patients trans-
ferred from other hospitals 
within the GTA.

“Our hospitals are trying 
to help out the parts of On-
tario that have been over-
whelmed and don’t have 
any more beds,” Hirji said.

And with the high num-
ber of cases and hospitals 
filling up, there has been 

a “real impact” on contact 
tracing.

“Our ability to follow up 
with cases has declined,” 
he said, noting the prov-
ince wants public health to 
check in with at least 90 
per cent of cases within 24 
hours.

“We’ve not been meet-
ing that over the last couple 
of weeks,” he said, adding 
they’ve not been able to 
follow up with contacts on a 
timely basis and that inves-
tigations are now “cursory” 
and much less in-depth.

“When we had a smaller 
numbers of cases, we would 
do detailed interviews to 
find out who the contacts 
were, follow up with the 
contacts, make sure they 
had all the supports needed 
so that they would actually 
isolate during a time when 
they could become sick — 
we’re not really able to do 
that anymore.”

As a result, contact trac-
ing is now likely “much less 
effective,” he said.

“I think that’s really what 
we’re seeing across the 
province. We really do need 
to see cases come down to a 
much more controlled level 
for us to have contact trac-
ing be an effective way to 
follow up with cases.”

PIXABAY PHOTO

Marotta takes Rand Estate off the market
Richard Harley
The Lake Report

Developer Benny Marotta 
has taken the Rand Estate 
off the market, after putting 
it up for sale for $19 million 
in October of last year.

Marotta said his family 
decided to take the prop-
erty off the market after no 
one came forward with a 
serious intent of purchas-
ing it.

He claimed he listed it to 
give members of local activ-
ist group Save Our Rand 
Estate a chance to purchase 
the property.

However, the group didn’t 
come forward with any 
offers.

He said he’s unsure what 
he will end up doing with 
the property.

“Time will tell,” he said.
SORE, in an email to 

subscribers on Wednesday, 
said it had “previously ques-
tioned whether the $19M 

price tag would garner any 
interest and whether this 
was even a bona fide attempt 
to sell those properties.”

“We await Mr. Marotta’s 
next move.”

SORE members did not 
immediately respond to 
inquiries from The Lake 
Report as to whether they 
had ever considered making 
an offer to purchase the 

property when it was for 
sale.

The group has been 
actively trying to influ-
ence what happens with the 
property since 2017.

The Rand Estate is no longer up for sale. FILE PHOTO
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Editorial

Editorial:  The ‘stay home’ stretch

Richard Harley
Editor-In-Chief

If you went down to Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake’s downtown 
core on Saturday morning, 
you might have thought 
people were finally listening 
to the province’s lockdown 
orders.

But if you went back at 
about 2 p.m., you would have 
noticed nothing seems to 
stop people from non-essen-
tial travel. Overall numbers 
were down (the weekend rain 
helped) but several thousand 
people still visited despite the 
province ordering everyone 
to stay home, despite Ontar-
io’s hospitals being over-
whelmed, despite pleas from 
public health experts to just 
stay home.

Groups of more than 
five people picnicking in the 
parks, people renting green 
bikes from Zoom for non-
essential ice cream licking, 
window shopping and poten-
tially virus spreading — that 
was the scene Saturday after-
noon of the first weekend in 
lockdown.

Lord Mayor Betty Disero 
said what she’s been saying 
for weeks about the situation 
— rather than the town doing 

something to prevent non-
essential tourism, she recom-
mends people just don’t go 
onto their home streets while 
visitors are here.

But what about NOTLers?
She says the town’s hands 

are tied and nothing can be 
done to stop people from 
coming down and we need to 
protect ourselves. Well, yes, 
that’s the only option if the 
town won’t help us, you’re 
right.

And while it could be true 
the town’s hands are tied — 
or maybe not. St. Catharines 
closed its beaches to non-
locals last summer — Ni-
agara’s chief medical officer 
Dr. Mustafa Hirji has said for 
two weeks now that limits on 
intraprovincial travel should 
be considered by the govern-
ment.

Still, it doesn’t appear the 
town or region has any real 
plans to ask the province for 
help.

The mayor said the town’s 
emergency control group 
would be “discussing the 
issues Monday.”

But based on the  
COVID-19 update at Mon-
day’s committee of the whole 
meeting, there isn’t much 
being done, aside from now 

offering visitors free masks 
during a tight budget year.

Again Tuesday, we asked 
Disero why she wouldn’t 
send a letter asking the prov-
ince to help prevent people 
from coming to tourist hot 
spots.

Apparently, despite Hirji 
saying it would be helpful, 
there are no plans to request 
travel restrictions from the 
province.

NOTL’s member of pro-
vincial parliament Wayne 
Gates said he has asked the 
province to restrict travel, but 
Ford hasn’t listened.

Both Disero and Gates 
pointed out that closing the 
highways would restrict 
essential workers. But clos-
ing highways isn’t the only 
option — and  likely isn’t the 
best option.

But how about instead 
of “education” we start 
enforcing COVID laws for a 
change? 

We’ve been educating for a 
year and it hasn’t worked. Ei-
ther bylaw officers are poor 
teachers or some people just 
can’t be educated. Perhaps 
it’s both.

Meanwhile, our hospitals 
are filling up and COVID 
numbers are still rising — 

with the help of variants.
Instead of education, we 

need provincial funding for 
bylaw officers to actually 
enforce COVID laws. Un-
less people know there is a 
consequence to their actions, 
they’ll just keep repeating the 
same behaviour.

Our town shouldn’t be 
catering to people who break 
the law with our tax dollars. 
We should be fining them.

At the very least, we should 
be taking good ideas from 
health experts to the prov-
ince. Then we can truly pass 
the blame to the Ford govern-
ment if nothing is done.

We understand the optics. 
Some people won’t agree and 
it’s never fun to be the re-
sponsible bad guy. But when 
it comes to matters of public 
health and safety, politics 
should be put aside.

And while we’re at it, ask 
the province to re-examine 
its policies around businesses 
like bicycle rentals. They 
should only be allowed for 
legitimately essential pur-
poses. Our guess is NOTL is 
an oversight, but the majority 
of people renting bikes here 
are not doing so for essential 
reasons.

editor@niagaranow.com

takeout & delivery 
289-819-0179 | daily 12pm - 8pm 

PASTA BAR & GRILL italian wood-fired | pizza | pasta | wine | beer

NOTL active cases: 35
Region active cases: 1,213
Region deaths: 378
Region total cases: 11,300
Region resolved cases: 9,709
Region variant cases: 992
*April 14 data per Niagara Region Public Health

COVID 
Tracker

Contributed by Patty Garriock 
“Always end the day with a positive thought. 
No matter how difficult things are, tomorrow 
is a fresh opportunity to make things better.” 

- Patty Garriock

We need science, not politics: Round 2

Town was right to impose development freeze
Dear editor:
I would like to make one 

or two comments as a local 
resident concerning the 
Hummel Properties Inc. 
lawsuit against the Town of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

The Lake Report has 
reported on two sides of the 
issue in separate articles 
dated April 1 and April 8, 
2021. Leaving aside the 
fine details of veracity of 
the statements made and 
the legal validity of the 
arguments, which eventu-
ally will be settled by the 
courts, I without hesitation 
support the town in its 
decision to implement the 
development freeze.

In my opinion, the deci-

sion was made in good 
faith and became neces-
sary (due in part to the 
inactions and failure of 
previous town councils) 
because of the appear-
ance of uncontrolled and 
unwanted development, and 
the urgent need to properly 
assess and address this 
issue in the interests of the 
local residents (as well as 
the developer) whom town 
council represents.

However, it is also well 
known by many residents 
that the interest of some 
developers (while not all) is 
one of self-interest only and 
is not in the interest of the 
resident taxpayer.

I believe that Hummel 

is seen as one of these 
developers on the basis that 
this self-interest is clearly 
demonstrated by the com-
plete disregard for local 
opinion in the case of his 
property located on Missis-
sagua Street that has stood 
as an unfinished eyesore for 
years.   

The action taken against 
the town appears in my 
opinion to be that of an 
opportunist who sees 
the chance of increasing 
personal wealth, not at the 
expense of town council 
but from the pockets of the 
resident taxpayer.

Reference is made to 
the proposed development 
opposite the Old Winery 

with the claim that it was 
delayed as a result of the 
development freeze and 
that this could affect its 
viability.

This is somewhat difficult 
for many to see for the 
simple reason that since 
implementation, the overall 
value of the proposed 
development has no doubt 
risen substantially and 
even allowing for some 
cost increases as a result of 
the delay (which would be 
dependent on schedule) is 
probably now worth a lot 
more than when the freeze 
was implemented and then 
removed 10 months ago. 

Derek Collins
NOTL
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Vaccine still much safer than contracting COVID
Dear editor:
There has been a lot of 

information published about 
the possibility of blood clots 
in persons taking the As-
traZeneca vaccine. As the 
science behind vaccine use 
is moving rapidly so is the 
guidance provided to health 
care providers.

The AstraZeneca (AZ) 
vaccine was studied in 
34,500 patients on vaccine 
and over 20,000 patients in 
the placebo group. There 
was no increased risk of 
blood clots in the body in 
the population receiving 
the AZ vaccine compared 
to those on placebo. This 
was a sufficiently large 
enough trial size to discern 
a difference in blood clots 
in the body.

If, however, a blood clot 
which occurs in the brain 
at a rate of 1 in 125,000 to 
1 in 1 million people, the 
trial would not pick up the 
difference. This is the rea-
son why all modern health 
authorities such as Health 
Canada have instituted a 
post-marketing surveil-
lance program to monitor 
potential side effects as 
they occur.

A recent study from Ger-
many found an association 
between the AZ vaccine and 
blood clots in the brain: they 

called this Vaccine Induced 
Prothrombotic Induced 
Thrombosis (VIPIT). This 
blood clot in the brain would 
occur four to 16 days after 
vaccine administration.

The person could develop 
many symptoms, such as 
persistent headache, blurred 
vision, seizures and also 
possibly chest pains with 
difficulty breathing or pain 
the legs or arms with swell-
ing. These clots occurred 
predominantly in younger 
women under the age of 55. 
These clots resemble the 
clots seen in heparin-induced 
thrombocytopenia, which is 
a treatable condition.

This report is what led the 
Canadian National Advi-
sory Committee on Immu-
nizations (NACI) to advise 
the various public health 
units in Canada on March 
29 to recommend with an 
abundance of caution to 
limit administration of the 
AZ vaccine to people over 
the age of 55. They outlined 
the information regarding 
VIPIT and the AZ vaccine.

On April 2, the Ontario 
COVID-19 science advi-
sory table, which advises 
physicians on how to treat 
patients with COVID in On-
tario, published a guidance 
for emergency room physi-
cians on what to do in case 

of suspected brain blood 
clots with the AZ vaccine. 
The guidance was specific 
for blood clots in the brain 
(VIPIT). There are four 
approved drugs that can be 
used to treat this condition. 

There have been over 
700,000 AZ vaccines doses 
administered in Canada 
and so far only one case of 
VIPIT has been reported. 
More importantly, physi-
cians have been warned of 
this potential risk as well 
as how to treat it. No brain 
clots were seen in over 20 
million doses of AZ vaccine 
in persons over 55 years old 
globally. We are now start-
ing to inoculate the over 
60s in Ontario and while 
VIPIT cases are rare, if they 
occur, ER physicians have 
now been advised on how to 
treat and manage them.

Most importantly the new 
virus variants are faster 
to infect and can result in 
more serious consequences. 
We are in a third wave in 
Ontario with a case increase 
of 30 per cent. The new 
variants are becoming the 
dominant virus. The AZ 
vaccine has been shown to 
be effective at preventing 
hospitalization with the 
B.1.1.7 or U.K. variant.

It is estimated that if 
you become infected with 

COVID-19, the virus has a 
risk of blood clots of 1 in 
100 in non-hospitalized pa-
tients and 1 in 20 in those in 
hospital. These blood clots 
can have devastating effects 
in the long term as well as 
potentially lead to the need 
to use blood thinners for 
prolonged periods of time 
after they have dissipated.

This is the reason why 
Health Canada, the NACI 
and the science table con-
tinue to advise that the 
benefits of the AZ vaccine 
still outweigh the risks. 
More importantly these sci-
entific bodies are taking all 
the possible precautions to 
protect the population being 
vaccinated. You should find 
comfort in that and trust 
that they are acting in your 
best interest.

On Tuesday, April 13, 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
use was paused in the U.S. 
after it was reported that 
1 in a million women in 
the 18 to 48 age group de-
veloped blood clots in the 
brain, six to 13 days after 
they received the vaccine. 
The mechanism seems to 
be the same as the clots 
with the AZ vaccine. The 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
is not yet in use in Canada.

Robin Jinchereau
NOTL

Is new sidewalk essential or ‘nice to have’?
Dear editor:
Last week, I received a 

letter from the town inform-
ing me it will be building a 
sidewalk outside my house. 
Then a technician appeared 
and started to mark out the 
proposed sidewalk. I was a 
little surprised by the lack 
of forewarning.

Then I thought about the 
proposed project and real-
ized that this stretch of side-
walk is not essential. It will 
go along Anne Street from 
Simcoe to Mississagua. 
Alternative sidewalks al-
ready exist for those people 
who either prefer to walk 
on sidewalks or have some 
other need to do so.

Essentially the new fea-
ture falls under the ‘“nice to 
have” category and probably 
meets some idealized image 
of how suburbs should look, 
and hence it got approved.

What has prompted me to 
write this letter to the edi-
tor was the realization that 

our town council is blindly 
following business as usual 
while the world at large is 
changing all around us. This 
was a disappointing conclu-
sion. I had hoped the wider 
issues of these early 2000s 
might have penetrated the 
planning activities of our 
town and government bod-
ies in general. Sadly, I was 
far too optimistic.

In today’s world, I had 
expected our leadership and 
town employees to look at 
all projects and expendi-
tures and ask whether they 
are essential, as opposed to 
“nice to have.” This country, 
province and town are all 
spending huge sums to com-
bat an epidemic. How long 
that may last, no one knows.

So purely as a precaution-
ary tightening-of-the-belt 
activity, I would expect the 
town to rein in spending 
on “nice to have” projects. 
How many there are around 
our town I’m not sure but 

I wouldn’t be surprised 
if there are a number. 
Money saved would help 
weather the financial bur-
dens that we will all have to 
bear once we do rise above 
the pandemic.

Then I asked myself a 
simple question. Has the 
town done anything to 
assess the environmental 
impacts of its plans and 
projects? For instance, this 
short piece of non-essential 
sidewalk will pump about 
10 tons of CO2 into our 
atmosphere.

That’s about what two 
cars would contribute to 
the atmosphere over an 
entire year. Some might say 
“so what,” but unless we 
all start to at least attempt 
to address unnecessary 
emissions we will never 
bring down our CO2 emis-
sions. Then our children/
grandchildren will have 
to struggle in a whole new 
world. Plus, I am sure this 

is not the only unnecessary 
project that is scheduled in 
NOTL.

In addition, the sand used 
in the concrete for the side-
walk is rapidly becoming a 
scarcer resource with associ-
ated environmental damages 
due to its extraction. Should 
we be using it for sidewalks 
that are not essential?

Don’t misunderstand me. 
If the sidewalk was the 
access to a school or shops, 
etc., then I agree we should 
be building it. But appar-
ently the actual need for 
the sidewalk appears not to 
have been carefully as-
sessed prior to the approval 
of the project.

My hope is that the town 
will take a bit of time to 
consider its actions in a wid-
er manner than just follow-
ing some abstract rule book 
for municipal projects.

Respectfully,
Richard West

NOTL
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Your turn  
 is coming 

 soon.

Paid for by the 
Government of Ontario

Ontario’s COVID-19 vaccine 
plan is helping to stop 
the spread and save lives. 
Thousands of people across 
the province are getting 
vaccinated every day.

As vaccinations continue, we need to stay the 
course to protect those we love. Wear a mask. 
Wash your hands. Keep your distance.

Find out when, where and how to get 
vaccinated at ontario.ca/covidvaccineplan 
or call 1-888-999-6488 for assistance in more 
than 300 languages.

NOTL should keep old hospital building intact

A different perspective 
on bird cannons

Memories of meeting Prince Philip

Dear editor:
I am writing regarding 

your story, “Town hires 
‘fairness monitor’ to 
oversee potential sale of 
old Niagara-on-the-Lake 
hospital site,” (April 8).

I may be one of the few 
or possibly the only one 

with the following opin-
ion: It is my wish that 
whomever buys the old 
NOTL hospital site does 
so with the town’s stipu-
lation that the hospital 
building exterior stays 
intact.

Certainly, some renos 

may be needed to win-
dows, doors, etc., as well 
as some major changes to 
the interior, but I believe 
the overall exterior should 
not change dramatically.

Many cities and towns 
keep former important 
buildings and repurpose 

them into something else.
I would hope that years 

down the road future 
generations will know 
that this building the town 
wishes to sell was once a 
thriving hospital.

Susan Pohorly
NOTL

Dear editor:
I have to admit I rolled my 

eyes when I read the com-
ments in the letter, “Help 
farmers move from using 
bird cannons.” 

I could go on about 
how precious someone 
sounds when describing 
the “torture” inflicted upon 
residents who have to listen 
to them.  

At the very least I would 
suggest that people who 
buy houses in NOTL know 
that they will be living in 
or adjacent to wine coun-
try.  (And they most likely 
will enjoy the plentiful 
wines produced.)

As residents who live 
near the intersection of Line 
3 and Four Mile Creek, 
we are truly in the centre 
of NOTL’s wine-growing 
region. 

We have always consid-
ered ourselves very fortu-
nate to be able to live in 
such a beautiful and unique 
region and have always 
regarded the maintenance of 
vineyards with admiration 
and respect. 

If this isn’t in your realm 
of personal strengths and 
you still have trouble 

embracing the sights and 
sounds of such a unique 
environment, I can offer 
another perspective – one of 
historical significance.

Think of the bird cannons 
as an echo of the battles car-
ried out here in 1812. Think 
of the soldiers and other 
residents who had to endure 
the torture of hearing actual 
cannons (among other hor-
rors).  

When you hear the bird 
cannons, take a moment to 
remember.

Remember people who 
fought to keep this pre-
cious land we so love, part 
of Canada. Remember their 
sacrifice. 

Stephanie Osborne 
NOTL

Dear editor:
As the Queen and her 

family mourn the passing 
of the much loved, ad-
mired and respected Prince 
Philip, I reflected on the 
time I met him in 1956 dur-
ing his launch of The Duke 
of Edinburgh Award.

As I started out on my 
engineering career, I was 
honoured to be selected to 
attend a banquet  during his 
visit to Short Bros. & Har-
lands Ltd. in Belfast, the 
first production aircraft 
manufacturer in the 
world. At the time, they had 
the pre-eminent apprentice 
training centre in the U.K.

Standing in the receiv-
ing line he stopped and 
asked “Does your tie have 
any political significance?” 
Years later reflecting  on 
this comment my wife con-

cluded that he was referring 
to my Clandeboye Golf 
Club tie from one of the 
championship golf cours-
es situated on the estate 
of the 1st Marquess of  
Dufferin & Ava.

He would have recog-
nized the family coat of 
arms of Lord Dufferin, who 
was the third governor-

general of Canada (1872-
1876) and viceroy of India. 
Dufferin Avenue in Toronto 
is named after him. The 
golf club coat of arms mir-
rors the family or estate 
crest of Lord Dufferin, 
with one exception – it 
includes the Red Hand of 
Ulster, which is politically 
significant in Northern 

Ireland.
My late father, the 

course record holder and 
all Ireland amateur golf 
champion, and myself are 
both honorary members of 
Clandeboye Golf Club, as 
is David Ferherty of TV’s 
Golf Channel.

Samuel Young
NOTL
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While Michlik said he 
was able to apply for gov-
ernment funding to create 
a website, the web develop-
ment process still took five 
months and all the while his 
business floundered.

“People’s motivation dur-
ing lockdown was extremely 
low,” said Michlik. “There 
was nothing to get them into 
the mood of buying clothing 
because there was nowhere 
to go and wear it.”

When things opened up 
again, it brought a moment 
of respite for a lot of small 
businesses, but the constant 
change in restrictions makes 
it hard to anticipate cus-
tomer demand.

“People don’t realize 
(that) every time you open 
and close a restaurant it 
can range from $2,000 to 
$10,000, when you have to 
buy supplies and food and 
your alcohol and everything. 

It’s not easy to open and 
close,” said Marchese.

Michlik concurs and 
points out that his store has 
to order its clothing seven to 
eight months in advance, 
leaving the owners on the 
hook for future shipments. 
“If we don’t get to open in 
April and May, how are we 
going to sell spring cloth-
ing?”

For some businesses, such 
as nail and hair salons, there 
is not even the possibility of 
switching to a curbside or 
takeout model, as their ser-
vices are not allowed under 
the current restrictions. 

Michlik, for his part, is 
already dreaming about the 
day he can open the doors 
of his store again:

“It makes people feel 
good coming into a shop 
and trying something on. 
That’s what makes us feel 
good, helping people look 
their best and giving great 
old-fashioned service.”

I GOT  
THE SHOT

Lord Mayor Betty Disero gets her 
jab at Simpson’s Apothecary

Richard Harley
The Lake Report

Lord Mayor Betty Disero 
got her COVID-19 vaccine 
last week.

She got a last-minute call 
Friday after a cancellation 
at Simpson’s Apothecary in 
Old Town and rushed down 
to get her jab of the Astra-
Zeneca vaccine.

“I did what I tell every-
body to do: run, go get it,” 
Disero said.

“It was great. I went 
in, I waited about, I don’t 
know, five minutes. They 
were just finishing off with 
someone. I got there right 
on time. And they did the 
shot. I sat there for 15 min-
utes, and then they gave me 
some sheets of paper and a 
certificate for my vaccine 

and I was home by before 
11:30.”

Having it is a big sense of 
relief, she said.

It’s a “big weight off my 
shoulders that I’ve had the 
vaccine. It’ll take a week or 
so before it actually kicks 
in, but I look at the alterna-
tive, getting sick, or the pos-
sibility of getting sick and 
that was what worried me 
more than anything else.”

She said she did feel a 
slight headache the night 
she got it, “but a couple 
Tylenol and I was feeling 
better.”

“Other than that, there’s 
nothing, there’s no reac-
tion. I’m fine.”

She said she is encour-
aging everyone to get the 
vaccine, “so everyone is 
protected.”

Lord Mayor Betty Disero was vaccinated against COVID-19 
on Friday. RICHARD HARLEY

Former Mori Gardens property could be 
a farmers’ market soon, Marotta says
Richard Harley
The Lake Report

The former Mori Gardens 
property could become a 
temporary farmers’ market 
or something similar, says 
developer Benny Marotta, 
who purchased the 26-acre 
property in 2020 for $5 
million.

This week, most of the 
buildings on the commer-
cial portion of the property 
were demolished to make 
way for new plans.

Marotta said the long-
term plan isn’t set, but that 
for now his companies are 
looking at a short-term use 
for the site. He intends to 
use the 50,000 square feet 
that Mori operated on for a 
“low-impact” retail-whole-
sale operation, he told The 
Lake Report.

Rino Mostacci, a spokes-
person for Marotta, said it 
could be a produce mar-
ket and might involve land-
scape-related sales.

“We might consider a 
farmers’ market, a produce 
market, that kind of food-
oriented retail wholesale 
operation,” he said.

The idea is to do “some-

thing that’s kind of related 
to what Mori did but also 
reflects the needs of the 
community.”

“It was historically 
Mori’s, and Mori’s had a re-
tail-wholesale landscaping 
operation with about 50,000 
square feet,” Mostacci said.

“In the short term, we’re 
simply looking to repurpose 
that amount of building 
space into a land use that is 
kind of similar, somewhat 
of an extension of what 
Mori’s used to do.”

Marotta is keeping op-
tions open for the long-
term.

The land is technically 
part of the greenbelt, but has 

been used as a commercial 
property for many years.

“I wouldn’t say that 
we’re necessarily looking 
at a greenbelt amendment 
because we know that that’s 
not something that’s easily 
done. But we do want to 
work with the region and 
the town and other property 
owners along the corridor 
to see what the best sort 
of solution is in terms of 
a long-term strategy and 
vision for that corridor 
leading into the Old Town,” 
Mostacci said, adding Mori 
Gardens had been able to 
operate as a non-conform-
ing use.

“They pre-dated the cur-

rent bylaw, the current zon-
ing regulations, so we are 
trying to maintain that sta-
tus and utilize the existing 
building space and the uses 
that were there as a baseline 
for any additional uses that 
we want to introduce.”

Marotta said he hopes the 
town and region will work 
with his companies to sever 
the historically commercial 
portion of the land for com-
mercial use, so it “benefits 
the area.”

For now, the focus is on 
beautifying the property, as 
it is a main corridor into Old 
Town, he said.

Mostacci said the prop-
erty could be in use by 
summer.

“We left some buildings 
up that we can immediately 
reoccupy with suitable uses. 
So, you know, we could 
have somebody in there by 
summertime. By the fall for 
sure.”

While there aren’t any 
candidates yet for the prop-
erty, he said they hope to 
work with people in town.

“Ideally we’d like to 
partner with folks in the 
community, in the agricul-
tural community.”

The former Mori Gardens property. RICHARD HARLEY

Joe Marchese, owner of Twisted Vine restaurant in Virgil. 
FILE/DARIYA BAIGUZHIYEVA

Businesses challenged by COVID lockdowns

Paying it forward, 
NOTL-style

Dear editor:
So, I was in line at the 

Starbucks drive-thru in 
Virgil on Tuesday after-
noon.

Turns out the individual 
in the vehicle in front of me 
had paid for my coffees.

I have no idea who this 
mystery masked person is, 

but I want to offer a hearty 
thank you!

We should all remember 
this and “pay it forward” 
when given the opportu-
nity. I sure will. 

It makes a great day in 
Niagara even better. 

Jim Kramer
NOTL
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Drinking already illegal in parks, town reminds bylaw naysayers
Evan Saunders
Special to The Lake Report

Town councillors have 
come under pressure from 
residents over a new bylaw 
that says consuming alco-
hol in public parks is not 
allowed.

But councillors are 
baffled by the backlash 
because drinking in parks 
has always been illegal 
under provincial law, with 
some blaming mixed mes-
saging from the premier 
as the cause of the public’s 
consternation. 

Residents seem to be 
interpreting the bylaw 
as creating a new condi-
tion that prevents alcohol 
consumption in municipal 
parks, but chief administra-
tor Marnie Cluckie sought 
to set the record straight at 
Monday’s committee of the 
whole planning meeting. 

She noted Premier 
Doug Ford previously said 
the government would 
be changing that legisla-
tion, “but they always speak 
about how they are going 
to change it. It has not been 
changed.” 

What Cluckie is high-
lighting is the dissonance 
between the premier’s 

claims and his legislative 
action, in this situation 
leading people to believe 
they can freely consume 
alcohol in public parks. 
While there has been 
lots of talk about making 
drinking legal in parks, it 
remains illegal. 

“People make assump-
tions that it is allowed, 
but it’s not,” Coun. Norm 
Arsenault said during an 
interview Tuesday. “Are 
people doing it? Of course 
they are. But just because 
people are doing it doesn’t 
make it legal.” 

“The premier has a 
tendency to go off a little 

bit, and those kind of com-
ments, where he’s going 
to allow beer in the parks, 
I think he’s going to have 
a hard time getting that 
through.” 

But it was not just the 
legality of the situation that 
had councillors shaking 
their heads at the request. It 
was a matter of safety and 
common sense. 

Arsenault was specifically 
concerned with people driv-
ing to the park, having a 
few beers, and then driving 
home.  

“We’ve gotta use common 
sense. Take that stuff home. 
Have a nice glass of wine 

or a beer at home. If you’re 
going to the park, bring 
some ginger ale,” he said. 

“I gotta tell you, I’m not 
a teetotaller by any means, 
but I can’t imagine that we 
want to encourage people 
to start having wine or 
beer or liquor in our parks, 
and then get into their car 
and start driving. To me, 
that just doesn’t make any 
sense.” 

Arsenault noted that in 
2019 in Ontario there were 
94 deaths related to drink-
ing and driving and well 
over 250 accidents in which 
people were injured. “So, I 
think it would be such a ter-

rible message to send out. I 
don’t think we want to go 
down that road whatsoever.” 

He also raised the issue of 
responsibility.

At licensed establish-
ments where alcohol con-
sumption is permitted, hosts 
are legally responsible to 
make sure steps are taken 
to ensure safe consump-
tion. If a bar patron causes 
an accident driving home 
drunk, the bar’s employees 
can be held responsible. If 
something bad happens 
after someone is drinking 
in a park, it could lead to 
serious litigation for the 
government.

“The drinking laws are 
totally abused,” Arsenault 
added. 

Councillors empha-
sized anyone who wants 
to see drinking allowed 
in public parks should 
complain to the provincial 
government, not the town. 

“We don’t have the au-
thority to override provin-
cial legislation,” Arsenault 
said. 

Lord Mayor Betty Disero 
said issues surrounding 
public consumption have 
not just been coming from 
individuals, but from winer-
ies and breweries as well. 
Those industries are a big 
part of NOTL’s economy, 
so Disero wants to be sure 
they are made aware of any 
changes in legislation that 
affect their ability to oper-
ate responsibly. 

Coun. Clare Cameron 
also noted the municipal 
bylaw does not constitute 
a total ban on alcohol con-
sumption in public parks. 
Residents and visitors can 
do so if they acquire a 
special event permit from 
the town. 

The new bylaw also 
restricts hours of operation 
and prohibits barbecuing in 
municipal parks.

Town councillors met virtually on Monday, where they discussed the new parks bylaw.
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Pauline Reimer Gibson is an Audiologist with over 20 years of experience who loves 
helping people of all ages in the community. Julia Dick is the Front Office Coordinator 
and a longtime resident of Virgil. Call Julia today to book a complimentary hearing test.
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A hawk’s eye view: A chat with Mitch Azaria, 
director of TVO’s Tripping the Niagara
Richard Harley
The Lake Report

Mitch Azaria had no idea 
Niagara-on-the-Lake was 
full of so much history until 
he started working on his 
latest TVO documentary.

The Toronto director, who 
has a long career in docu-
mentary filmmaking, said 
when he set out to docu-
ment the Niagara River for 
“Tripping the Niagara,” 
it naturally moved into a 
story about NOTL’s rich 
ties to the foundation of the 
country.

The film looks at the 
Niagara River from the 
viewpoint of a red-tailed 
hawk, with no music or nar-
rative, just natural sounds 
and text.

NOTL’s rich history and 
beauty is partly what in-
spired the movie to be done 
from the viewpoint of a 
hawk, he said during a chat 
with The Lake Report.

“There were so many 
places that were sort of in-
teresting that weren’t neces-
sarily on the river itself, that 
we wanted to come off the 
river and we thought, ‘Well, 
that’s what a bird would do 
naturally is come off the 
river,’” Azaria said.

He said he was surprised 
to learn about NOTL — a 
place he frequents.

“I’ve been to Niagara-on-
the-Lake so many times, I 
didn’t really understand the 
true Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
its history. I didn’t under-
stand that it was once the 

capital of Upper Canada at 
such a critical point. I didn’t 
realize its importance in the 
War of 1812, I didn’t realize 
its architectural history,” he 
said.

“I didn’t even even 
understand its more recent 
history and the reason 
why it’s such an important 
tourist destination. I didn’t 
know any of that, and when 
I started learning about 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, I 
thought more people should 
know about this in a deeper 
way than they do.”

When they did the scout-
ing for the film last July 
during the pandemic, it was 
obvious Niagara-on-the-
Lake would play a big role 
in the film, Azaria said. The 
documentary is three hours 
long, with most of it centred 
around NOTL.

As soon as they got to 
Front Street and headed 
up the Parkway by Fort 
George, “we started to think 
to ourselves like already, 
this is like a beautiful 20 
minutes of the film right 
here and we haven’t even 
got out of town.”

“And then, of course, you 
know you get to Queenston 
Heights and you get to 
see the river and then you 
get the orchards, you get 
the vineyards and you just 
think, ‘Well, there’s more 
than enough here to fill our 
three-hour film,’ but it was 
all anchored in Niagara-on-
the-Lake.”

It starts in Old Town 
and features bits of lo-

cal history, with features 
on Kurtz Orchards, the Fort 
George national historic 
site and Two Sisters Winery 
while travelling up the Ni-
agara River Parkway.

He noted Niagara-on-the-
Lake residents played a big 
role in helping to get the 
documentary done, par-
ticularly Sarah Kaufman, 
curator of the NOTL Mu-
seum, and Tony Chisholm, 
president of Friends of Fort 
George.

Kaufman “was an unbe-
lievable resource. She vetted 
all of our facts for us and 
gave us ideas and sent us old 
sketches and photographs, 
and layouts of the town 
from its origin,” he said.

Chisholm was also a big 
help.

“Tony ended up becoming 
like this great resource who 
brought in people to help us 
out because we had to block 
streets and stuff when we 
were filming. We just sort 
of needed human beings to 
help and all these local folks 
came out,” Azaria said.

“They were just really 
happy to help us and they 
were really interested, and 
every one of them had some 
kind of story to tell about 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. And 
that kind of gave us more 
stories to tell.”

“I think there’s like a real 
pride if you live in Niagara-
on-the-Lake. There’s like 
this real pride that you 
have, more so than most 
people have of where they 
live.”

He said the municipal-
ity was also very helpful in 
allowing them to film.

“I think they understood 
that it wasn’t like we were 
a fictional movie crew that 
we were just using the town 
as a backdrop, we were ac-
tually going to tell the story 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
so they were on board im-
mediately.”

Some of the trickier 
scenes in the film show 
animation of what 
NOTL might have looked 
like in the past, with seam-
less transitions that turn the 
streetscape back in time.

Azaria said those scenes 
took “months” to do, to the 
point where they wondered 
if it was worth it — he 
notes they could have just 
used a standard dissolve 
into a new scene — but he 
hopes at least some people 
see it and go “that is kind 
of cool.”

“The animator animated 
so that you’re not watch-
ing live action anymore 
you’re actually watching 
animation, but you can’t tell 
‘cause it’s so seamless.”

He said he doesn’t have 
exact numbers of how many 
people have watched the 
film when it was broadcast, 
but said it was “more popu-
lar” than his previous TVO 
documentary on the Rideau 
Canal, which received about 
half a million views on its 
first airing. The Tripping 
the Niagara YouTube video 
also has more than 112,000 
views so far.

A red-tail hawk soars above Niagara Shores Park. See more photos at niagaranow.com. FILE PHOTO/RICHARD HARLEY

On the lighter side: 
That’s a bulldog
Richard West
Special to The Lake Report

I enjoy a daily walk 
around NOTL, especially 
during the year of COVID.

A month or so ago, I was 
returning home up Gate 
Street and I noticed a bull-
dog looking out a window. 
It stared at me as I passed 
and kept watching me as I 
continued my walk.

Last weekend Sylvie and 
I were returning from our 
walk and we passed the 
house again and sure enough 
there was the bulldog watch-

ing the world go by.
Sylvie just had to go and 

say hello. We invaded the 
privacy of the driveway 
and approached the door, 
hoping we wouldn’t upset 
the dog.

Well, we didn’t upset it. 
Mainly because the bulldog 
is a hologram stuck to the 
inside of the glass. It is 
designed so that wherever 
you are as you walk by, you 
think it is watching you.

In these unusual times, it 
is wonderful to know there 
are people with a sense of 
humour.

A bulldog in the window. SUPPLIED/RICHARD WEST

Kendall’s Corner

The sun rises over Fort Niagara. GAIL KENDALL
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Maple Brown wins Easter contest

Jessica, age 10.

Spencer Lee, age 6.

Jordyn Salter, age 9.

Mason Vidal, age 4.Maple Brown, 9, takes home a $50 gift certificate to Maple Leaf Fudge after winning The Lake Report’s Easter colouring 
contest. She didn’t skip a beat hopping into the store to get some special treats. RICHARD HARLEY



A global leader in 
hearing healthcare.

Pauline Reimer Gibson
Audiologist

Pauline Reimer Gibson is an 
Audiologist with over 20 years of 
experience who loves helping people 
of all ages in the community. 

Book a complimentary 
hearing test today at 

905.468.9176

504 Line 2 Road, Virgil ON

I can wave my hands at you, but I 
never say goodbye. You are always 
cool when with me, even more so 
when I am high! What am I?

Last issue: People buy me to eat,  
but never eat me. What am I?
Answer: Plates, cutlery
Also accepted: A restaurant gift card/false 
teeth
Answered first by: Margie Enns
Also answered correctly (in order) by:  
Susan Hamilton, Bill Hamilton, Johanne Louise, 
Wade Durling, Pam Dowling, Frank Bucci, 
Margaret Garaughty, Liz Teeple, Mary Drost, 
Sylvia Wiens, Sheila Meloche, Maria Janeiro, 
Katie Reimer
Email answers, with your name, to editor@
niagaranow.com for a chance to win a prize. 
(Subject line: Riddle me this)
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Jared Hollemans, age 9.

Eva-Odile Beausoleil, age 9.

Ellie Tourigny, age 5.

Johnny, age 5.

Joey, age 8.

Charli Enns, age 9.

A big thanks to everyone who 
participated! Keep an eye out 
for future colouring contests!
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That single, unexpected 
sentence sparked the creation 
of Enns Battery & Tire. It 
began as a little backyard 
business with the tires stored 
in the basement of their 
house.

It was 1971. Son Rudy 
was 13, the second of four 
children — an older brother 
and two young sisters.

“I always thought Rudy 
would be a social worker,” 
says Anne Marie. “In a way, 
I guess he is.”

He attended Niagara 
District and helped at the tire 
shop when he could. Church 
was a big part of his life too, 
spending time singing as 
often as possible.

He was nearing his final 
year when he fell for Doro-
thy Wiens, a young almost-
16-year-old acquaintance 
from church. Not surpris-
ingly, Dorothy also sang in 
the choir.

“We were high school 
sweethearts,” smiles Dorothy 
at the memory. “Corny 
story.”

Rudy smiles, too. “I robbed 
the cradle.” He was 18.

But Dorothy was also 
determined. “I had a lot of 
things to do.” She attended 
the University of Toronto, 
achieved her chartered ac-
count designation and began 
working in Toronto.

Even when they were first 
married in 1984, they lived 
in Burlington. She com-
muted to Toronto. Rudy to 
Virgil, working for his father 
at Enns and his sideline busi-
ness selling and installing 
first-generation car stereos 
and cellphones.

Fast-forward almost a 
decade. Jake and Anne 
Marie, who had done all the 
company’s bookkeeping, 
were ready to retire. They 
were building a new house 
that Anne Marie still lives in 
today. Jake died in 2012.

Rudy and Dorothy didn’t 
think they had the where-
withal to buy the business. 
“When we really took a look 
at it,” says Dorothy, the self-
avowed family ‘Minister of 
Finance,’ we discovered we 
could afford it.”

Less than a month after 
the birth of their youngest 
child, Julieanne, in April 
1993, they took over the 
business. Julieanne has two 
older siblings: Emily liv-
ing locally and Jeremy, in 
Guelph.

The business has changed 
a lot in those almost 30 
years.

“Let me tell you, selling a 
tire in 1993 is not like selling 
a tire now,” Dorothy says. 
“Over time you don’t notice 
the changes, but when you 
look back, whoa! This is 
craziness.”

Firstly, the sheer number 
of brands and sizes. “In 1993 
there were fewer brands and 
only smaller sizes,” says 
Dorothy. “Today with multi-
car families, seasonal tires, 
and more brands, we just 
can’t hold our own inventory. 
So, one change is that our 
main suppliers deliver twice 
daily.”

Rudy points to a less 
obvious change. In the early 
days, Niagara farmland was 
mostly in tenderfruit. Over 
the years, much of that 
acreage has transitioned to 
grapes.

“Farmers have always 
been important custom-
ers for us,” he says. “As a 
general rule, a hundred acres 
in peaches takes 100 tires. 
A hundred acres of grapes 
takes 20. That’s a big change 
for us.”

Dorothy makes it clear that 
education and safety have 
become much more impor-
tant goals in recent years. 
“Look at free retorquing. 
That’s when you come back 
to us, 50 to 100 kilometres 
after tire installation, to 
make sure the new tires are 
on good and tight. That’s 
really important to us.”

Like many small business-
es in smaller communities, 
marketing is a challenge, 
particularly letting new-
comers know the company 
exists.

A few years ago, they had 
an idea. Big city market-
ers would call it guerilla 
marketing — unusual events 
designed so customers 
remember the company in an 
unaccustomed way.

“Rudy and I were out 

driving one day and were 
shocked by the amount of 
new residential building 
underway.”

“How do we get to these 
people?” they wondered. 
“So, we made up a little 
card and we bought a whole 
bunch of little potted tulips. 
And we went door to door, to 
introduce ourselves, giving 
out ‘Welcome to the com-
munity’ tulips.”

Like the generation before, 
at about the same age as 
their predecessors, Rudy and 
Dorothy are now ready to 
retire.

“We’ve had organic 
growth,” says Rudy. “It’s 
been good. It’s time.”

But he’s concerned about 
the poor success rates of 
third-generation businesses.

They are hesitant to pass 
the company legacy on to 
Julieanne. But family meet-
ings and some outside advice 
have convinced them the 
time is right.

Julieanne attended Colonel 
John Butler School, on East 
West Line, Eden College and 
then went off to Laurier Uni-
versity for a business degree.

Disillusioned, she left Lau-
rier and came home for the 
summer of 2014, wondering 
what to do next.

“My mother said: ‘Go 
and sit over there and get to 
work. Post invoices. Paper-
work stuff.’”

According to Dorothy, 
Julieanne was incredibly shy, 
but exceptionally hardwork-
ing. “She started working 
at Abe Epps farm when she 
was 13.”

“Lo and behold, my 
daughter, who was so shy, is 
now front line here, talking 

to people. And people love 
her. She’s sharp and orga-
nized. She has blossomed. 
Who knew?”

Julieanne seems a little 
surprised at how she has 
come to love the business.

“We would sometimes 
be here after school. There 
was a big, fenced area in the 
back that was full of tires. 
Towers of tires. The funnest 
playground. Not always the 
best idea — we got a couple 
of extra cuts — but it was so 
much fun.”

When she unexpectedly 
began working in the office, 
Julieanne learned by absorb-
ing everything that was 
going on. “I would just listen 
to everyone around me.”

As she grew more con-
fident, she was invited by 
major suppliers to attend 
product and sales conven-
tions all over North America.

“That was pretty help-
ful. It was pretty cool.” Her 
effervescence sounds more 
like Generation Y than tire-
speak.

But she’s quickly back to 
business.

She acknowledges there 
aren’t many women in the 
tire business. “When I go to 
those supplier events, there 
are very few women. It is 
mostly male dominated. But 
I don’t really mind. I can 
hold my own. It’s another 
element of the challenge.”

And she likes the business.
“When I was younger, I 

didn’t think I would. I didn’t 
realize how much into cars I 
was. Starting here came very 
easily for me. There’s a bit of 
pride in the family business. 
It’s something my grandpa 
started. To be able to carry 

on his legacy, that means a 
lot to me.”

While the transition isn’t 
complete, it’s well underway.

“Julieanne has gradually 
assumed more and more 
leadership,” says Dorothy. 
“We listen to her a lot and 
we defer a lot of the deci-
sions to her.”

In fact, there is already 
a handshake photo of the 
three hanging on Dorothy’s 
office wall, celebrating the 
transition.

It’s not surprising that 
Julieanne is mulling through 
ways to advance the com-
pany under her leadership.

“We’re pretty maxed out 
now,” she says, obviously not 
wanting to close any doors 
yet. “But we may not need to 
change. I think we’re doing 
pretty well.”

Enns employs 10 people. 
“Part of the transition chal-
lenge is that some of our 
people are nearing retire-
ment. We’ll need to deal with 
that.”

“And I won’t likely be 
able to do both the jobs my 
mother and father do. So, I’ll 
have to deal with that.”

But she’ll have lots of help 
and support.

Every Monday Julieanne’s 
grandmother, Anne Marie, 
as the family matriarch, 
prepares and serves a full 
meat-and-potatoes dinner 
for any of her four children’s 
families (including eight 
grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren) who can make 
it to her home in Virgil. It’s 
been going on for years.

You just know this extend-
ed four-generation family is 
ready to support Julieanne 
any way it can.

Family the key to longtime local Enns business
Straight from Anne Marie Enn’s Facebook page — four generations of the Enns family at Anne Marie’s 80th birthday celebration. SUPPLIED

The matriarch of the Enns 
family, Anne Marie gathers 
four generations of the clan 
for a family dinner every 
Monday. Her husband, 
Jake, founder of the five-
decade-old family business, 
died in 2012. SUPPLIED
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Abandoned baby squirrels — what should I do?
Richard Harley
The Lake Report

Over the weekend, my 
partner and I had the 
unfortunate experience of 
watching a mother squirrel 
be separated from her two 
babies after a piece of a 
roof was removed from our 
neighbour’s home.

While the neighbours 
aren’t to blame, as the squir-
rels were nesting essentially 
in their attic, when the piece 
was removed, the workers 
discovered the two baby 
squirrels — one grey, one 
black.

They tried to put them 
in a box, which the mother 
squirrel did initially find, 
but due to ongoing sounds 
of large machinery seemed 
to have left. The babies 
stayed in the box over-
night and we hoped the 
mom would come back for 
them.

Unfortunately, the next 
morning the mother had not 
returned. To make matters 
worse, it had rained and 
the squirrels — about three 
weeks old, eyes not even 
opened yet — were wet and 
cold.

My partner having a giant 

heart was distressed and 
immediately brought them 
inside to warm up. She 
picked the fleas off of them, 
sent me rushing out to 
buy some Pedialyte — she 
checked and found it is the 
best way to rehydrate baby 
squirrels — and we spent 
our day trying to save the 
squirrels and reunite them 

with their mother.
Once we had the squirrels 

dried off and on a heating 
pad and on their way to be-
ing rehydrated, we decided 
to see if mama would come 
back. We waited outside, 
placed the box of babies 
near where the nest had 
been (albeit on the ground, 
much lower) and we waited. 

We even played baby squir-
rel cries on our phones hop-
ing the mum would hear it.

And while the mother did 
end up coming back to the 
spot on the neighbour’s roof 
where the nest had been, she 
unfortunately didn’t see the 
box with the babies. After 
hours of watching and wait-
ing (we had to keep an eye 
out, in case neighbourhood 
cats or dogs got curious) 
and a phone call to the 
humane society, we decided 
the mother was unlikely to 
return.

Then it started raining 
again. Everything we could 
find on the situation told 
us we should bring them 
inside, as they can’t produce 
their own heat.

Not wanting to bring the 
squirrels to the humane 
society — which didn’t 
have the ability to rehab 
them — we started looking 
for places we might be able 
to bring them.

Should we keep them and 
try to rehab them until they 
can be released into the 
wild? While we very much 
liked the squirrels, we knew 
it wasn’t the right thing to 
do. We have a cat, and the 
danger of being eaten at 

home aside, squirrels need 
a natural fear of cats and 
people. If we’d raised them, 
it’s likely they’d have been 
a bit too domesticated to 
survive in the wild.

And, of course, keeping 
native wild species as pets 
is illegal. So that was off the 
table.

It turned out my partner 
found a rehab centre in 
Grimsby called Grimsby 
Urban Wildlife Care, 
which raises hundreds of 
abandoned squirrels and 
re-introduces them into the 
environment where they 
were found when they’re 
ready.

A perfect solution — the 
squirrels would be cared 
for by experts, and when 
they were old enough, they’d 
return to our street.

Overall, it was sad to see 
a mother and her babies 
separated. It was hard for 
my partner to shake that. 
But we feel we did the right 
thing for them.

So, what should you do 
if you find squirrels? First, 
leave them be. There’s a 
chance the mother will 
come back for them. If 
they’re still around for four 
hours or more (or in im-

mediate danger) then put 
them in a warm box and 
try to rehydrate them. Do 
not feed them before rehy-
drating them, as it could 
kill them.

After that, bring them to 
someone who is trained to 
rehab squirrels. There’s a 
lot to it, from helping them 
relieve themselves, which 
they can’t do themselves, 
to the right mix of formula 
to feed them. The experts 
know best.

And if you’re really 
interested in helping ani-
mals in similar situations, 
consider making a donation 
to Grimsby Urban Wildlife 
Care. These shelters, though 
they are registered with 
the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, do not receive 
funding by the government 
and rely solely on donations 
and fundraising efforts to 
survive.

The centre spends 
hundreds of dollars every 
week in food alone and the 
woman who runs the shelter 
works a second job just to 
pay for it.

The organization can use 
your help. Donations can be 
made at www.urbanwildlif-
ecare.com/donate.

Selina and Pepe, baby squirrels found in Chautauqua, are 
being rehabilitated in Grimsby. RICHARD HARLEY

Kyra Simone is a NOTL-
born nature lover with a 
master’s degree in biol-
ogy. In her spare time, she 
advocates for sustainable 
change, picks up garbage, 
makes recycled jewelry, and 
transforms furniture bound 
for the landfill.

Kyra Simone
Special to The Lake Report

Natural environments 
are truly essential services 
that support life, protect 
against extremes and provide 
resources. We can still 
celebrate these beautiful 

surroundings, even if our 
Earth Day efforts look a bit 
different this year.

THE REALITY: While 
I can’t speak for everyone, I 
sometimes feel overwhelmed 
by circumstances outside of 
my control. Taking my own 
small environmental actions 
helps me feel more positive 
and productive during this 
very unsteady time.

Recently, I went for a 
walk without intending to 

clean up litter, but grew 
increasingly frustrated with 
every bright piece of plastic 
I passed. I eventually gave 
in and resolved to only 
pick up Mylar balloons if I 
encountered them: I ended 
up collecting 15.

A few days later, I went 
out for a planned cleanup 
hike and it felt wonderful. I 
left the beach cleaner than 
I found it and enjoyed a 
lovely sunny afternoon with 

my mom and the sounds of 
waves, wind and bird calls.

I even found a few soft 
pieces of beach glass to use 
in my jewelry.

THE UGLY: After clean-
ing up just 500 metres of 
beach at Niagara Shores 
Park, I ended up with quite 
a heap of litter. The majority 
was plastic, including another 
11 balloons.

I tried not to focus too 
much on collecting every 
tiny fragment but the closer I 
looked, the more I noticed.

Escaped balloons are even 
more prevalent now that 
traditional birthday parties 
aren’t possible with COV-
ID-19. Drive-by celebrations 
can be fun, but shouldn’t 
leave a lasting impression on 
nearby natural areas.

I also found 65 plastic 
straws. While indoor dining 
is closed, waste from takeout 
has also skyrocketed.

Along the shoreline, there 
were also some painted rocks 

and “motivational graffiti.” 
Unfortunately, acrylic paint 
is a plastic coating that even-
tually flakes off.

Leaving these stones goes 
against the ideal “leave-
no-trace” way to interact 
with natural environments. 
Temporarily displaying them 
on a porch or walkway is bet-
ter, but Ontario Parks advises 
against painting stones.

Even if you use environ-
mental paints, others might 
be inspired to follow your 
lead with less responsible 
materials.

THE HOPEFUL: As part 
of the town’s environmental 
advisory committee, I had 
been helping to organize a 
garbage cleanup event for 
Earth Day on April 22. With 
the stay-at-home order, this 
group gathering has been 
postponed.

I fondly remember the 
shared feelings of responsi-
bility and accomplishment 
from past Earth Day clean-

ups. But small, individual 
efforts are also extremely 
rewarding.

While already out for fresh 
air or exercise with your 
household, remove a bit of 
litter along the way, kind 
of like a belated Easter egg 
hunt. When you look closely 
at these blemishes, nature’s 
beauty and complexity also 
becomes more apparent.

During my cleanup 
last week, I marvelled at 
hundreds of bank swallow 
burrows in the sandy bluffs. 
These at-risk birds will re-
turn later in April from their 
winter in South America.

How will you show the 
Earth your appreciation on 
April 22? And what new dis-
coveries will you make about 
these essential services?

If you do your own 
cleanup, wear gloves and 
avoid picking up hazard-
ous materials. Please email 
pictures or tallies of items to 
editor@niagaranow.com.

Litter collected at Niagara Shores last week, including 89 
bottle caps, 65 straws, and 2 sanitizer bottles. KYRA SIMONE

Celebrate nature’s essential services this Earth Day
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Ross’ Ramblings: A tough battle, but we must try to smile and laugh
Ross Robinson
Special to The Lake Report

As we continue to 
wrassle with COVID-19, 
we must retain our ability 
to smile. As importantly, 
we must retain our desire to 
laugh.  

On a recent Friday 
evening at Betty’s Restau-
rant in Chippawa, before 
the latest lockdown, I 
joined four friends for two 
physically distanced hours 
of great food and Niagara 
wine, engaging banter, and 
some tearfully funny sto-
ries. We laughed and loved, 
in the face of the global 
pandemic. Someday, a new 
normal will release us into 
the fresh air and allow us to 
visit more often. Concerts at 
Jackson-Triggs.

We arrived for fish and 
pie after a lovely drive along 
the Niagara Parkway, enjoy-
ing the world-famous views 
of the Falls, determined 
to have fun. Fun can still 
be done, as so many of us 
know.  

We read about new walk-
ing groups, we see more 
dogs walking their owners, 
and so many more cyclists 
on the streets and along the 
Niagara River Recreational 

Trail. Online yoga and aero-
bics have taken off.

Let’s be tolerant and 
abide the good people who 
enjoy a macho drive on 
a motorcycle or in their 
vintage or souped-up 
cars. They pay taxes, work 
hard and are courteous, 
respectful visitors.  

Could there be a better 
place to be battling a global 
pandemic than here in our 
magnificent Niagara region?  
Last week, an Expedia user 
survey named NOTL the 
third-most friendly town 
in Canada. It seems to me 
that in spite of ourselves, 
we have been described as 
being warm, hospitable and 
friendly to each other and to 

visitors to our small town.  
This is where I get 

confused sometimes. And 
I hope we can somehow 
simultaneously pull and 
push in regards to tour-
ism. As folks report how 
much they enjoy spending 
time here, our town council 
adopts a parks bylaw “as 
crowds begin to appear at 
parks.” There is no easy 
answer to the current 
dilemma. I can almost hear 
my mom saying to me, “So, 
you want to have your cake 
and eat it too?”

Our town facilities, 
amenities and parks, in-
cluding those operated by 
Niagara Parks, are first class 
because of funding from 

local taxpayers, Niagara 
regional contributions, and 
provincial and federal dol-
lars. And, when tourists 
spend money here, a portion 
of the taxes are spent right 
here, locally. It seems to me, 
therefore, that our parks are 
everyone’s parks. Just like 
when we travel and enjoy 
their parks. Logical?

We have all chosen to 
live here for different rea-
sons. Culture, mild weath-
er and short winters (for 
Canada), wineries and ag-
ricultural land, recreational 
amenities. and so little traf-
fic congestion. Now, throw 
in the friendly and helpful 
locals, including you and 
me, lovely parks and beauti-
ful landscaping displays.  
Seriously, what’s not to like?

Wait patiently until our 
various festivals return, 
along with almost non-
stop theatre, concerts and 
heritage events. Hats off to 
the determined and talented 
people who have been skil-
fully and enthusiastically 
providing Zoom lectures 
and online entertain-
ment. Sure, it’s not perfect, 
but it’s so much better than 
nothing. Keep up the enthu-
siastic work, and know we 
appreciate your efforts.

Let’s not be tiny mind-
ed. Different people enjoy 
different things. As we 
small-town folk enjoy an 
occasional visit to a big city, 
those big-city folk enjoy a 
visit to rural and small town 
Canada.  

Welcome them with a 
smile or wave, respect their 
space, and understand that 
some wild and crazy people 
enjoy enjoying a park after 
dark. Star gazing, the si-
lence and bigness of a dark 
sky moon, the cool breeze 
off a lake or river. Maybe 
even a dip in the fresh 
water. Yikes, after 10 p.m.?  
What is more pure than see-
ing someone reading a book 
in one of our parks, as the 
sun comes up? Yikes, before 
7 a.m.?

Allow people to cook 
their favourite foods on a 
hibachi. With only rare ex-
ceptions, they leave the area 
clean.

And hey, we spend mil-
lions to grow our unique 
cool climate grapes and 
skilfully blend different 
wine varietals. Then our 
wineries spend big bucks 
and do their best to market 
and sell the products. Now 
you want to tell us we can’t 
enjoy a pleasant Chardon-

nay or Merlot in our parks? 
Or, a craft-brewed Oast 
House Barnraiser?

But I ramble on ...
Yes, we have a parking 

problem in a few areas of 
NOTL, for perhaps 300 or 
400 hours a year. Think 
of the lucky people who 
live near Fenway Park or 
the Montreal Canadiens’ 
home rink. What about 
the country folk who live 
within a few kilometres of 
Merrittville Speedway? Va-
room, Va-room. Go to the 
stock car races this sum-
mer. Expand your minds. 
The fastest dirt track in 
Canada, on our doorsteps. A 
really fun Saturday summer 
evening. Trust me.

Our professional town 
staff will solve the parking 
issue, and enforce any new 
rules. Let’s share the love 
with our bylaw officers, 
as they ease into the new 
regulations.

And let us all treat each 
other with kindness and 
friendliness, as we enjoy our 
Niagara and NOTL.  

The visitors are a-com-
ing. Let’s be thankful we 
live in such a popular and 
“quaint” town.  

We are so fortunate to live 
in Canada .. in 2021.

These six young ladies from the GTA, Halifax and 
Zimbabwe enjoyed an elegant bachelorette luncheon in 
Ryerson Park last August. It would be totally within the 
various rules of the proposed NOTL parks pylaw.  No fire, 
no loud noise, no booze and over by 10 p.m.  What’s not to 
love about this tableau? ROSS ROBINSON
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Niagara is expected to gain 214,000 new 
residents and 81,000 new jobs by 2051. We need 
to plan now to make sure we have the water and 
wastewater infrastructure we need to support 
this growth, including water/wastewater pipes, 
pumping stations and water/wastewater treatment 
plants. The update will be coordinated with other 
Regional Plans including: 

• Development Charges Background Study  
and By-law 

• Transportation Master Plan Refresh 
• Regional Official Plan - 2051 Population  

and Employment Forecasts 
In 2016, Niagara Region completed a Water and 

Wastewater Master Servicing Plan that charted 
infrastructure needs to the year 2041, while 
maintaining levels of service. This 2021 update 
to the plan will incorporate recent knowledge and 
current priorities to ensure we can accommodate 
further growth expected by 2051 and beyond, as 
per the amended Growth Plan for the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe. 
The study follows the master planning process 

as established by the Municipal Engineer’s 
Association Class Environmental Assessment 

process for Master Plans, which is an approved 
Ontario Environmental Assessment process. The 
Master Servicing Plan Update will satisfy phases 
1 and 2 of the Class Environmental Assessment 
process including developing and evaluating 
alternative servicing strategies for the Region’s 
systems and facilities. Public and stakeholder 
input will be sought throughout the process and 
a Master Servicing Plan Update Report will be 
prepared and filed for public review. 
Public feedback is important. Information about 

the project will be available on Niagara Region’s 
website as part of Public Information Center 
No. 1. You can learn about how this project will 
contribute to Niagara’s overall growth plan, key 
servicing issues being considered and how you 
can have your voice heard. 
A recorded video and information regarding 

this project will be made available for Public 
Information Centre No. 1 on the project website 
beginning Wednesday, April 21, 2021. This will 
be followed with a two-week period to submit 
Public Information Centre No. 1 related comments 
to the Project Team. 
Access the project website at niagararegion.ca/

projects/www-master-servicing-plan

If you have any questions, comments, or wish 
to be added to the study mailing list, please 
contact: 
Ilija Stetic
Project Manager, Niagara Region 
289-668-4536 
niagaramspu@niagararegion.ca 
Personal information collected or submitted 

in writing at public meetings will be collected, 
used and disclosed by members of Regional 
Council and Regional staff in accordance with 
the Municipal Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act (MFIPPA). The 
written submissions including names, contact 
information and reports of the public meeting will 
be made available. Questions should be referred 
to the Privacy Office at 905-980-6000 ext. 3779 
or FOI@niagararegion.ca. 
If you require any accommodations for a 

disability in order to attend and participate 
in meetings or events, please let us know in 
advance so that arrangements can be made in a 
timely manner. Please contact the Accessibility 
Advisory Coordinator at 905- 980-6000 ext. 
3252 or accessibility@niagararegion.ca.

Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre #1
2021 Water and Wastewater Master Servicing Plan Update



Thanks to all 
our hometown 

heroes! 
VINTAGE HOTELS IS 

PROUD TO BE PART OF 
SUCH A WONDERFUL 

COMMUNITY

vintage-hotels.com

Multiple people have phoned or emailed The Lake Report to nominate Upper Canada 
Lodge and its staff members, residents and family of residents, as NOTL pandemic heroes.

The long-term care facility was the only one in Niagara-on-the-Lake to avoid an outbreak 
of COVID-19 altogether. It was also one of few homes across Ontario to manage to avoid 
an outbreak.

The Lake Report wants to help recognize NOTL’s Pandemic Heroes — people who have made a 
difference, big or small, in a positive way. You can help us recognize someone in the community by 
sending a bit about the person and why they’re a Pandemic Hero. Please send your nominations 
early to editor@niagaranow.com. A special thanks to Ravine Vineyard Estate Winery for provid-
ing a bottle of sparkling wine to each of our pandemic heroes. That’s the spirit!

The staff at Upper Canada Lodge. SUPPLIED PHOTO

Upper Canada Lodge
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GAMES

Have some fun

Crossword Puzzle Last issue’s answers

Across
1. Pulled a face (8)
6. Deeply felt (6)
9. Business combination (6)
10. Rain gently (8)
11. Orts (9)
12. Hangs around (5)
14. Undiluted (6)
16. Units of sound intensity (8)
18. Weird things (8)
20. Charge with a crime (6)
21. Expect (5)
23. Stopped (6,3)
26. Fighting axe (8)
27. Scheduled (6)
28. Public address (6)
29. Rule out in advance (8)
Down
2. Returned to office (2-7)
3. Power (5)
4. Murderous painter of “The Supper at 
Emmaus” (10)
5. Craved (7)
6. Calvary inscription (1,1,1,1)
7. Retired (4,2,3)
8. Team race (5)
13. Providing grounds for a lawsuit (10)
15. Bring into being (9)
17. Midlands cathedral city (9)
19. Conceited and snobbish (5-2)
22. Shout with joy (5)
24. Whimsically funny (5)
25. Sprint (4)

M
EDIU

M
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Dr. Brown:  Too little, too late — and sometimes just plain wrong

‘A Bar at the Folies-Bergère’
Penny-Lynn Cookson
Special to The Lake Report

Oh, to be in Paris at the 
Folies-Bergère, home of 
opera, dance, comedy and 
acrobatics. Built in 1869, it 
was the most popular music 
hall of variety entertain-
ment and social gathering 
for the Parisian middle and 
upper classes.

In 1892,Édouard Ma-
net created his last major 
work, “A Bar at the Folies-
Bergère,” one of the most 
controversial, disparaged 
and admired paintings of 
all time. Why? Its composi-
tion doesn’t make sense. Or 
does it?

A young barmaid stands 
at a balcony marble coun-
tertop gazing out at us, her 
face expressionless, other-
worldly, detached. Before 
her are arranged bottles of 
gold-foil topped champagne, 
wine, English ale (German 
beer unpopular due to the 
1870/71 Franco-Prussian 
War), and a single bottle of 
green absinthe, the “Green 
Fairy” known for its proper-
ties of liberation and altered 
perceptions.

Behind her a gold-framed 

mirror takes up the entire 
width of the painting. We 
see, looking into the mirror, 
what she sees as she looks 
beyond us into the interior 
of the space.

Three large, gaslit crystal 
chandeliers and numerous 
new electric globe lights 
are mounted on columns 
before more reflecting mir-
rors. The balcony across the 
room is full of seated and 
standing patrons engaged 
in seeing and being seen. 
Hazy smoke rises from the 
lower level. At the top left 
dangle the legs and feet of a 
trapeze artist whom no one 
is watching. This is theatre 
life, the buzz of the crowd, 
the clink of glasses, the 
background music.

The young blond woman 
with her fringe, stands 
straight, wearing a dark 
velvet jacket with a lace 
collar and cuffs, a cameo 
locket, gold bangle and 
pearl earrings. To the right, 
we see her back reflected 
in the mirror as she leans 
slightly forward to a man 
in a top hat. He appears to 
look past her. Is she taking 
his request, or is he proposi-
tioning her for a liaison?

Bar attendants at the 
Folies-Bergère were known 
to offer other services and 
Manet includes on the bar a 
bowl of oranges, his symbol 
for prostitution. It is the 
off-kilter position of the 
reflected pair that disturbs 
and has been criticized 
since the Paris Salon view-
ing of 1892. Other ambi-
guities include the bottles 
positioned inaccurately in 
the mirror.

Manet toys with repeat 
triangles: the large chan-
delier, the yellow-gloved 
arms of an onlooker, the 
hem of the young woman’s 
jacket, her red corsage, the 
red triangles of the Bass 
ale logo, a corporate first 
in art history long before 
Andy Warhol’s Brillo pads 
and Campbell Soup tins. In 
addition, Manet signs his 
name and the vintage date 
on the wine bottle label.

Was the criticism of the 
composition justified? No. 
Photography has proved 
the positioning works if the 
viewer/customer does not 
stand centre to the woman 
but far offside. The viewer 
might be the man almost out 
of the frame. The painting 
is a masterpiece of symbolic 
relationships and the dislo-
cation between reality and 
illusion. Modern art begins 
with Manet.

Penny-Lynn Cookson 
is an art historian who 
taught at the University 
of Toronto for 10 years. 
She also was head of 
extension services at 
the Art Gallery of On-
tario. See her lecture 
series “Art and Revolu-
tion, From Cave Art to 
the Future” Thursdays on 
Zoom until April 29 at 
RiverBrink Art Museum 
in Queenston.

Edouard Manet, “A Bar at the Folies-Bergère,” 1882, oil on canvas, Courtauld Gallery, London. SUPPLIED

the decision to delay the 
second shot by an addi-
tional two to three months. 
There was no clinical trial 
evidence to support that 
decision, which means that 
it might make no differ-
ence, offer less protection or 
possibly offer longer-lasting 
protection.

But we won’t know with-
out a trial and so Canada 
stands as a poster child for 
a giant unplanned experi-
ment, and worse, there’s no 
attempt to learn from this 
experiment.

That’s not the way of 
science. We understand the 
reason – get at least one jab 
into as many people as pos-
sible – but this experiment 
highlights poor planning, 
the results of which may not 
be known for many months 
to come. The federal failure 
to secure sufficient vaccine, 

delayed lockdowns by the 
Ontario government before 
Christmas and again re-
cently, and wilful behaviour 
by some are responsible for 
the present surges in cases 
and logjams in acute care.

There are other problems.
For example the pan-

demic has spread so far 
and wide in the world that 
we’ve long since lost any 
chance to corral the virus 
by public health measures 
and vaccination programs. 
That means this virus will 
be with us indefinitely 
and likely will continue to 
mutate.

So, we will face many 
more mutant variants, some 
of which may exist now but 

for lack of genomic testing, 
we don’t know about them. 
Several known variants 
are transmitted much more 
easily than the original 
virus and hence infect many 
more people and cause 
more deaths. And if that 
isn’t enough trouble, some 
variants, such as the South 
African and Brazilian ver-
sions, may be more lethal.

Those variants, and others 
yet to come, mean vaccines 
will need to be modified on 
the fly and, most important, 
must be cheap to manufac-
ture in existing lower-tech 
facilities, much the way 
the flu vaccine is, by using 
chick embryos to create 
components of the spike 
protein.

The latter could be up-
dated and revised versions 
of the spike protein used to 
quickly create new vaccines. 
Like the flu vaccine, we 
probably will need annual 

booster shots to keep CO-
VID under control.

What’s ominous and 
worrying about this pan-
demic have been the many 
mistakes made by so many 
governments and even 
scientists – and still, almost 
a year and half later, the re-
sponse has been inadequate 
and made worse by misin-
formation.

There are two viruses in 
this pandemic, the corona-
virus and the speed with 
which misinformation has 
gone viral. And the latter 
may be almost as dangerous 
as the former.

Most of us are tired and 
frustrated by on-again, 
off-again lockdowns. That’s 
understandable. What’s 
not so easy to understand 
is the apparent willingness 
by some to aid and abet the 
spread of the virus by refus-
ing to wear masks, keep 
their distance from others 

and compounding both, 
defiantly congregating in 
large groups.

Simple, proven health 
care measures have become 
politicized and, for some, 
declared infringements on 
their freedom.

And they are right. But 
freedom does not mean you 
can put others at risk and 
that’s what happens when 
people wilfully congregate 
without masks and distanc-
ing. The cost in deaths and 
suffering is “invisible” be-
cause it takes place out 
of sight in long-term care 
facilities and intensive care 
units. Perhaps that very in-
visibility makes it easier to 
ignore health care measures. 
That’s where leadership 
counts.

To confront misinforma-
tion, we need a Canadian 
version of the U.K.’s Boris 
Johnson. He has made his 
share of mistakes but at 

least provides regular highly 
publicized updates to his 
country after which a well-
informed media and experts 
grill him and his ministers.

After all, the first duty of 
government is to protect the 
people they govern and be 
seen doing so. When’s the 
last time we saw our PM 
do a Boris or Biden? I can’t 
remember – can you?

Lightly attended and 
viewed news conferences 
don’t do the job. There 
should have been and 
should be regular, highly 
publicized presentations 
with the relevant ministers 
and health experts there to 
testify and clarify. That’s 
the PM’s job. At least On-
tario’s premier tries.

Dr. William Brown is a 
professor of neurology at 
McMaster University and 
co-founder of the Infohealth 
series at the Niagara-on-
the-Lake Public Library.  



Obituary & In memoriam

April 15, 2021
Page 18

FEATURED

Reincarnation 
of old hospital
Brian Marshall
Columnist

It is a fact that well-
constructed buildings will 
often outlive the purpose 
for which they were origi-
nally intended.

Churches without con-
gregations, factories that 
cannot support modern 
production, warehouses 
with ceilings too low 
for racked storage, mills 
that cannot compete with 
offshore products, houses 
surrounded by commercial 
towers, and the list goes on.

These buildings, often 
vacant and abandoned, 
stand as a lonely testament 
to a country’s history; a 
time when towns and cities 
throbbed with the beat of 
local industry and shared 
community.

Here in Canada, we have 
a tendency to look at these 
buildings as something 
that should be torn down 
and replaced with any-
thing that serves the mod-
ern milieu. We are behind 
the global curve.

On the international 
stage, the past 20 years 
have seen the develop-
ment of a significant trend 
in what has been called 
adaptive reuse. In short, 
architects and developers 
are repurposing existing 
structures for new uses, 
breathing life back into 
these historic buildings.

Aside from saving 
architecture that had a 
culturally important role 
in a community’s history, 
there are some very practi-
cal reasons for this trend’s 

growing popularity.
First, the fact the struc-

ture is already built makes 
it a sustainable practice. 
All the emissions released 
in construction, energy 
consumed to create raw 
materials and move them to 
the site, the carbon released 
in making concrete, the 
trees felled for timber and 
so on are already embodied 
in these structures.

Secondly, it can be quite 
cost-effective. A May 2017 
article in the publication 
“Trade, Industry & De-
velopment” (Due North 
Media) reported that “a 
complete building reha-
bilitation costs about 16 per 
cent less in construction 
costs and 18 per cent less in 
construction time than new 
construction.” While ex-
perts report adaptive reuse 
projects come in at 19 to 30 
per cent less per finished 
square foot than compara-
tive new build construction.

These projects also 
limit urban sprawl (with 
associated infrastructure 
costs) and have resulted 
in some incredibly beauti-

ful architecture within the 
community including the 
Tamminy Hall Building 
in New York, the Bombay 
Sapphire Distillery and the 
Coal Drops Yard (both in 
England).

Which brings us to the 
old hospital in Niagara-on-
the-Lake; this building has 
been a part of the cultural 
landscape in service to the 
community for 70 years. 
While many might view 
this building as a relic of 
uninspired post-war insti-
tutional design, I see a low, 
sleek “end-bracket” on the 
town’s core that contrasts 
with and enhances the 
nearby St. Vincent de Paul 
church property. Further, 
I see in that building the 
potential for a stunning 
adaptive reuse project 
which would give it new 
life while maintaining its 
historic footprint.

I suggest that a call for 
RFPs on an adaptive reuse 
project should govern any 
sale. To see another vanilla 
housing development on 
those lands would be a last-
ing shame.   

An opportunity to 
reimagine. SUPPLIED

April ice jam of 1909
Here’s a photo of the Niagara River ice jam that occurred in April 1909. This photo was taken in Queenston 

looking south from the shoreline. On the right you see the destroyed Queenston wharf. In the early months of 1909, 
the water levels were low, which resulted in an ice jam just above the American falls. However, in April, the water 
levels rose and with a significant windstorm, the ice fields broke and quickly moved downstream, blocking the 
mouth of the Niagara River. Destruction followed along the shoreline on both sides of the river. It wasn’t until 
1964 that a “boom” was placed in the upper part of the river, near Lake Erie, to limit the flow of ice. In 2019, many 
may remember the ice walls that grew over the barriers in Fort Erie. This was probably fairly similar to what had 
happened in 1909 as well as other years when ice jams occurred.

Stefanie L. Sherk
(1976-2019)

In loving memory of a wonderful daughter, 
sister, wife and friend, missed so much and 

forever in our hearts.

BATES, John “Jack” – Passed away peacefully at the 
Greater Niagara General Hospital on Thursday April 8, 
2021 at the age of 88. Beloved husband of Dorothy for 
65 years. Loving father of Cathy (Benny) Durant, Len 
(Caroline) Bates, Dan Bates and Anita Bates, Adored and 
admired grandfather of 11 and great-grandfather of five. 
Dear brother of William (Joan) Bates, Leonard (Colleen) 
Bates and the late Doug (the late Mary) Bates. Due to 
pandemic restrictions a private family service will take 
place. A public celebration of Jack’s life will take place at 
a later date. Arrangements entrusted to Morgan Funeral 
Home, 415 Regent Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake. In lieu of 
flowers, those who wish may make a donation to Heart 
Niagara. Memories, photos and condolences may be shared 
at www.morganfuneral.com

John “Jack” Bates



REG. $6.99

KOZLIK’S MUSTARD 
ASSORTED FLAVOURS

$5 99
250mL JAR

FEATURE & SALE ITEMS FOR APRIL 12TH - APRIL 18TH / NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

FRESH. L   CAL.
1822 NIAGARA STONE ROAD  905-468-3224  HARVESTBARN.CA  MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9-6 AND SUNDAY 9-5

ROMAINE HEARTS
PRODUCT OF USA

HEIRLOOM TOMATOES
PRODUCT OF ONTARIO

CANTALOUPE
PRODUCT OF USA

CLEMETINES
PRODUCT OF USA

$199 $2 49 $169$5
/LB /2 /LB/3 PACK

FEATURE FEATURE FEATURE FEATURE

BRIANNA'S SALAD DRESSING
ASSORTED VARIETIES

NEAL BROTHERS PRETZELS
ASSORTED VARIETIES

REG. $7.99

$5 99
355mL BOTTLE

SHOP ONLINE AT HarvestBarn.ca
NO PICK-UP FEES. FREE DELIVERY ON ORDERS OVER $45 (IN NOTL).

SALTED CARAMEL 
COOKIES
$4.99/DOZEN

Baked Fresh Daily!

REG $3.69

/BAG

BOB'S 
BACON 

4X 355ML CANS *NON-ALCOHOLIC

REG. $3.29

$2 99 $2 99
375g PACK

NEAL BROS

$8.99/4 PACK
LAGERSAVE! $

2




