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Dear editor:
Niagara-on-the-Lake is 

my home. I have lived here 
my whole life. I’m 13 years 
old and I go to Royal Oak 
Community School right in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. It is 
also the only grade school 
in the town. I want to tell 
you about what it’s like 
growing up here.

All through NOTL, you 
can see beautiful scenery. 
The town comes together 
to have fl owers and other 
plants along the streets in 
the spring and summer. I 
bike to school past all of 
them.

Kids throughout town and 
kids outside the town join 
together to be part of com-
munity events. 

In the fall, the kids come 
out for Remembrance Day 
and replace all the fl ags on 
the veterans’ graves. We can 
walk to the graveyard from 
our school. In the winter we 
walk to the Shaw theatre 
and see a play like “A 
Christmas Carol.” All these 
things make us care about 
the town. 

It is important to have a 
school in the town where 
you live because it causes 
kids to get in touch with 

the town and learn how to 
be part of the community 
so that people who grow 
up here care about where 
they live. Making core 
memories helps a small 
town grow in strength and 
in heart.

This week my school 
went to a ribbon cutting 

ceremony at Simcoe Park 
because the town had just 
put in new park equipment.

When we got there, the 
mayor did his spiel and 
when he did, he asked the 
kids who were there if the 
park needed new equip-
ment and they all said “No!” 
Showing that even the 

littlest of kids don’t want 
unnecessary change.

I hear that my town is 
supposed to be a “tourist 
town” — and that’s OK — 
but it’s still a town and a 
town needs a school to be a 
real town.

Niagara-on-the-Lake is 
special. It is much more 
than just a tourist town — 
it is home to tons of people 
and animals that deserve 
to live in a small, lively 
town where people can 
grow up. 

If the town continues to 
tear down buildings for 
tourism and build parking 
lots in place of schools, it 
removes the scenery and 
voices of school kids en-
tirely from its streets. 

As someone who goes 
to a school here and loves 
going to school here, I be-
lieve we need to keep the 
school where it is and stop 
tearing things down just 
for money.

The town has to start 
caring about the people of 
NOTL and as one of them, 
I am asking: please don’t 
pave paradise to put up a 
parking lot.

Aspen Ziraldo
NOTL

Grade 8 student Aspen Ziraldo at Royal Oak School was 
at the opening of the new playground at Simcoe Park. He 
calls the upgrade “unnecessary change” and says the town 
should focus on preserving his school, instead of tearing 
down the property and putting up a parking lot. SUPPLIED

Schools are a part of real towns

Dear editor:
The intention of the 

Burton Family Foundation’s 
proposal was well-explained 
in their CEO’s letter to 
the editor on April 23 (“A 
shared opportunity for 176 
Wellington”).

It appears that they 
strongly believe that the 
hospital property should 
continue to be used by the 
residents who built and paid 
for it over 70 years ago.

I understand that James 
Burton has agreed to fund 
much of the costs neces-
sary for the hospital to 
continue to be used by the 
community.

By contrast, council 
doesn’t seem to want this 
to happen, preferring that 
the property be used by 
strangers as a parking 
garage which the town has 
to pay for.

Surely it’s time for 
council to stop making 
decisions that benefi t 
commercial developments 
and get back to making 
decisions that will make 
the community a better 
place to live, which I think 
is what the Burton Family 
Foundation’s proposal 
intends to do.

Wayne Murray
NOTL

Some of NOTL’s most treasured places were built just 
for residents to enjoy — not for profi t, not to benefi t 
developers — just for people who live here to use. FILE

Less development for profi t, more for us



May 14, 2026
Page 20

OPINION

NOTL flower fest is what our town is all about

Ross Robinson
Columnist

No matter how hard we 
work, and how clever we 
are, sometimes something 
goes right. A perfect 
example of this was NOTL 
In Bloom last weekend. Not 
one person had even the 
slightest complaint.

Every comment was as 
positive as the previous or 
subsequent comment. “This 
is all so perfect” was the 
universal comment, from 
local folk and from visitors 
to our area.

With the marketing 
muscle of the Vintage 
Hotels organization, 
followed up and 
quarterbacked by its 

professional, understated 
hospitality team, NOTLers 
and thousands of visitors 
were able to put aside the 
usual discussions for a few 
days and enjoy the lingering 
and tardy arrival of spring.

The theme of this second 
annual NOTL In Bloom 
was “All Creatures Big and 
Small,” and we certainly 
had plenty of creatures in 
town. All largely made from 
fresh fl owers.

Polar bears, dolphins, 
lions, red vested bunny 
rabbits, caterpillars. And 
more. And more. Not to 
mention a large sushi 
display made of fl owers on 
Queen Street. Dogs. Cats. 
Gyro’s on the Lake created 
fl oral animals and an owl. 
Beau Chapeau and NEOB 
Lavender were on theme, 
as ever. The Irish Design 
shop went above and beyond 
creatively, with fl oral sheep 
and fl owers.

There were 10 more 
fl orists involved this year. 
The sky seems to be the 
limit as we bloom into the 
future.

Not many years ago, 
effervescent Niagarian 
Cheri O’Reilly had fl own 
over Newfoundland to 
London. Ever the observant 
student and always on 
the case, she came upon 
Chelsea in Bloom. It was 
centred around ever-so 
frou-frou Sloane Street and 
King’s Road, in its 19th 
year. She was intrigued, 
somewhat gobsmacked 
by the event. Her creative 
wheels started turning.

She made notes and when 
back in Niagara, presented 
the vision to Vintage Hotels. 
Bob Jackson, Michelle 
Miller and their co-workers 
along with Jennifer Holmes 
of Clippings quickly 
grasped the potential. They 
realized this could be the 
much-needed transition 
from winter to spring to 
summer here in our town.

NOTL. Or is it Niagara-
on-the-Lake? Let’s make a 
decision on this “branding.”

Over the 12 months of the 
year, I am downtown a lot. I 
listen and read and observe. 
With the always accurate 

benefi t of hindsight, the 
progress of NOTL In 
Bloom, as it marched to a 
triumphant and effulgent 
event, was a marvel to 
observe.

“All Creatures Big 
and Small” was the 
result of so much hard 
work, imagination and 
collaboration.

But frankly, it snuck up 
on me. A month or so ago, 
the driver of a Clippings 
vehicle assured me that In 
Bloom was developing as 
planned, and it was going to 
be awesome.

In past years, I have been 
involved with many events. 
In Ontario, in Canada, and 
around the world. Attending 
trade shows, enjoying 
international sporting events, 
and working at some of them.

I understand Gantt 
charts, and how to track 
preparatory progress.

Remember, I was not 
involved in NOTL In 
Bloom in the slightest. But 
I intently observed. I had 
no reason to fret, because 
the professionals at Vintage 
“were on it.” I didn’t even 
make a quick call to Cheri, 
and didn’t ask any questions 
of Vintage pals.

I thought having NOTL 
In Bloom over four days 
coincident with Mother’s 
Day would prove to be a 
really brilliant or a really 
dumb idea. Talk about 
wishy washy.

As an awkward and 
stretching aside, rambling 
somewhat, I have always 
had a warm feeling about 
the word bloom. As a 
teenage lad, I worked for 
two summers as a cook at 
Pioneer Camp, 10 miles 
south of Huntsville on the 
shore of Lake Clearwater.

My boss, one of the most 
memorable people I have 
ever chanced to meet, was 
a Toronto Bible College 
student named Peter Bloom. 
About 25 years old, give or 
take. He also cut our hair 
for fi ve bucks.

He was talented enough 
to be the head cook at a 
camp for about 250 boys. 

Stern with us, fair, non-
judgemental and sometimes 
funny. Boss Bloom was 
one of those people you 
always remember. One of 
his mantras was, “If you’ve 
got time to lean, you’ve got 
time to clean.”

Truly, a Christian who 
always walked the talk.

Enough said? I guess I 
have always had a soft spot 
for the word bloom.

After a long and very cold 
winter, this town was in 
need of a jolt of positivity. 
Tulips, daffodils and 
countless other horticultural 
masterpieces. I was being 
told by my friends in the 
agricultural business that 
the warm weather was 
about a week behind. 
Whatever. The weather was 
destined to be perfect for In 
Bloom long weekend.

Subtly and without 
fanfare, things rolled out 
for the May 8 opening of 
NOTL In Bloom. Several 
times, I was intrigued by the 
enthusiasm and creativity 
of our neighbours in the 
downtown core. It was as 
if gardening maestro Chris 
Allen had invited people to 
join him in beautifying “the 
prettiest town in Canada.”

Rambling off topic again, 
the abundance of fl owers 
reminded me of my days in 
the 1960s in St. Catharines. 
Each Spring, my mother and 
her friends at Mountainview 
United Church worked 
hard to present a fundraiser 
called the Geranium Tea. 
Way back then, we were 
introduced to the concept of 
beautiful fl owers creating 
a mood. An atmosphere. 
Ambience.

Each year, the south 
end of St. Catharines was 
suddenly beautifi ed with 
the planting of hundreds of 
geraniums purchased at the 
Mountainview Geranium 
Tea. Flower beds and 
window planters became 
effulgent, and the world 
seemed to smile a bit more.

And now I come to my 
slightly stretched lesson 
taken from our recent 
NOTL In Bloom triumph. 

We have just observed what 
can happen when everyone 
gets behind a project, 
with positive attitudes 
and energy. Of course, 
we needed the marketing 
muscle of Vintage Hotels, 
and the professional 
leadership and acumen of 
their hospitality team.

And indeed, the creativity 
and enthusiasm of so 
many local merchants and 
residents.

Wasn’t it inspirationally 
wonderful to see everyone 
pulling together? See what 
can be done in our beautiful 
part of the world? In our 
Niagara?

Let’s all get more 
positive. Quit sniping and 
start synergizing.

From tulips and daffodils 
to high tea in the Pillar and 
Post barn, to horticulturally 
themed workshops at the 
Pumphouse. Plein-air 
painting. So many local 
vendors proudly selling their 
creations to visitors from 
hither and yon. Yes, there 
were so many components 
had to come together.

Absolutely an economic 
push as summer threatens 
to arrive in our precious 
and unique Niagara-on-
the-Lake. So many people 
doing so many things in our 
town. And over Mother’s 
Day weekend. Mum’s Day? 
Grandmum’s Day? Aren’t 
mums a beautiful fl ower?

I beg your indulgence 
as I wax a bit poetic to 
bring this edition of Ross’s 
Ramblings to a conclusion.

Not that long ago, this 
was a pretty sleepy village. 
We hadn’t even thought of 
the acronym NOTL.

Hats off to Jimmy 
Lai. His incredible 
vision, business acumen, 
determination, family and 
colleagues inspiring so 
many others to take part 
in the development of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake as we 
are lucky enough to know 
it today.

Please, stop what you are 
doing and say a prayer for 
Jimmy Lai and his family.

rossrocket9@gmail.com

Visitors check out and pose with the pink plumage on this quintet of fl amingos — these 
lively creatures were set up at the Gardens at the Pillar and Post. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Complete the Online Survey
May 6 to May 27, 2026
www.jointheconversationnotl.org/
urban-forestry-management-plan
No registration is required.

Learn more about this project:
Scan the QR code or visit
www.jointheconversationnotl.org/urban
-forestry-management-plan

COMMUNITY SURVEY

Urban Forestry
Management Plan
The Town is developing its first-ever Urban Forestry
Management Plan, and we want to hear from you!

Trees play an important role in our community,
from enhancing natural beauty to supporting
environmental health.

Your input will help guide the protection, planting,
and maintenance of trees across Niagara-on-the-
Lake.

✔ Share your thoughts
✔ Identify priorities
✔ Help grow our community’s tree canopy
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2026 Municipal Tax
Reminder Notice
Interim Second Installment due May 20, 2026

Payment options
By mail to the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake (1593
Four Mile Creek Road, P.O. Box 100, Virgil, ON, L0S
1T0)
In-person or via front or side entrance drop box at
Town Hall (1593 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil)
Electronically from a bank account using your 19-
digit roll number

Please allow up to 10 business days for bank payments
to process.

Payments must be received by May 20, 2026, to avoid
penalties. A 1.25% monthly penalty applies to overdue
balances.

Didn’t receive your bill?
Call 905-468-3266 ext. 0 to update your mailing
information. We are happy to help!

Tax Rates as per Interim By-Law No. 2025-070

Pay your property taxes the easy way
Set up pre-authorized payments,
pay online, or use telephone
banking.
Sign up for eSend to receive bills by
email.
Visit www.notl.com/council-
government/property-taxes or scan
the QR code to learn more.

2026 Municipal Tax
Reminder Notice
Interim Second Installment due May 20, 2026
Tax Rates as per Interim By-Law No. 2025-070

Pay your propertytyt taxes the easy way
Set up pre-authorized payments,
pay online, or use telephone
banking.
Sign up for eSend to receive bills by
email.
Visit www.notl.com/c/c/ ouncil-
government/p/p/ ropertytyt -taxes or scan
the QR code to learn more.

Andrew Hawlitzky
The Lake Report

Kitten season is here in 
Niagara, meaning animal 
shelters are beginning to 
experience an infl ux of 
newborn kittens coming in 
— some more than they can 
handle.

In that regard, local 
animal welfare group Com-
munity Initiative for Animal 
Rescue is working to 
support shelters in the area 
experiencing rescue costs 
beyond what they can cover.

The group spent its second 
anniversary weekend at Reif 
Estate Winery’s Mother’s 
Day market informing the 
public that rescue groups 
across Niagara are struggling 
to keep pace with rising fos-
ter care and veterinary costs 
during one of the busiest 
intake periods of the year.

Kitten season is the time 
of year, starting in the early 
spring until the fall, when 
the days get longer and 
female cats that go outdoors 
go into heat and can have 
multiple litters, creating an 
infl ux of kittens in the cat 
population.

“One of the local rescue 
groups out of St. Catha-
rines is already inundated 
with kittens,” said Tanya 
Rice, founder of the animal 
welfare group. “So you know 
what we did last week? We 
transferred them a boatload 
of money.”

The emergency transfer 
covered supplies including 
kitten milk replacement 
formula, a product Rice said 
has climbed sharply in price 
over the past decade.

“When I started fostering 
10 years ago, you could buy 
like a 500-gram tin for like 
$37, $40 with taxes. It runs 
about $60 now.”

Foster volunteers car-
ing for orphaned litters 
mix the formula through 
overnight feedings. Rice 
said she is seeing larger 
litters this season, which 
she attributed to older cats 
entering rescue intake. 
Larger litters typically sig-
nal older mothers, she said, 
and place greater strain 
on foster homes already 
stretched thin.

The group does not 
operate a shelter or handle 
adoptions. It absorbs costs 
that rescue organizations 
cannot cover through their 
own fundraising, stepping 
in when intake volume out-
paces a group’s resources.

Rice, who attended the 
market with her mother, 
said returning to Reif Es-
tate — where Community 
Initiative for Animal Rescue 

launched two years ear-
lier — was as much about 
visibility as revenue.

“Our expectations were 
once again to remind the 
community what we do, 
remind the community that 
we do not shelter, rescue, 
or adopt animals, that we 
are here to assist the rescue 
groups with fi nancial as-

sistance.”
Community Initiative for 

Animal Rescue fundraises 
for local animal rescues and 
educates the public about 
spaying, neutering, vaccina-
tions and microchipping 
as long-term measures to 
reduce shelter pressure.

Rice said public recogni-
tion has grown considerably, 

and donations from local 
bakers, a nursery supply-
ing berry shrubs and a chef 
volunteering to coordinate 
Christmas baking have fol-
lowed.

“People are really re-
membering and recognizing 
who we are in the commu-
nity and what our initiative 
does,” said Rice.

The animal welfare 
group’s next fundraising 
event will be a plant sale 
on May 23 that runs from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 1709 
Four Mile Creek Rd., at the 
corner of Penner and Four 
Mile Creek roads.

Fruit shrubs including 
raspberry, blackberry and 
loganberry start at $15, with 
hostas ranging from $8 to 
$20 depending on size. Veg-
etable seedlings donated by 
East West Acre will also be 
available. Rice said the sale 
is designed to be accessible, 
with most items priced to 
move, rather than maximize 
revenue.

andrew@niagaranow.com

An aerial shot of Reif Estate Winery’s Mother’s Day Market 
which ran May 10 and 11 in NOTL. EVAN HAWLITZKY

Animal group celebrates second year 
as kitten season pushes shelter limits

Zahraa Hmood
The Lake Report

Laughter will take 
centre stage in Niagara-
on-the-Lake next week as 
Pink Pearl Canada hosts a 
comedy fundraiser aimed 
at supporting young women 
navigating life with cancer.

Eat, Pink, Drink! Comedy 
returns Friday, May 15 at 
White Oaks Conference 
Resort and Spa, featuring 
comedians Frank Spadone, 
Leonard Chan and Ali Has-
san for an evening of live 
entertainment in support 
of the national charitable 
organization.

Elise Gasbarrino, founder 
and executive director of 
Pink Pearl Canada, a Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake resident 
and ovarian cancer survivor, 
said this marks the fi fth 
year of the Eat, Pink, Drink! 
fundraiser and the third 
year the event has centered 
around stand-up comedy.

“We’re excited to have 
some of the same lineup 
back,” she said. “It’s just a 
really fun night for a good 
cause.”

Pink Pearl Canada 
supports self-identifying 
women between the ages of 
18 and 40 who are coping 
with the social and emo-
tional impacts of a cancer 
diagnosis.

Gasbarrino said proceeds 
from events like Eat, Pink, 
Drink! help fund retreats 
and peer-support initiatives 
for women facing cancer.

Last December, the orga-
nization received $14,500 
from Niagara-on-the-Lake’s 
annual Candlelight Stroll 
fundraiser. Gasbarrino said 
the funding helped support 
the group’s most recent 
retreat in February.

The retreats bring to-
gether women diagnosed 
with cancer to connect with 

peers and hear from guest 
speakers, including social 
workers, doctors and fertil-
ity specialists. Participants 
also take part in roundtable 
discussions and peer-sup-
port sessions.

Gasbarrino said the 
organization’s work centres 
heavily on mental health 
support for young women 
facing cancer during major 
life transitions.

“When you get the cancer 
diagnosis at that age, there’s 
a lot that’s happening — 
maybe you’re getting your 
fi rst job, or going to school, 
or moving away from home, 
or getting married,” she 
said.

“Then, that cancer diag-
nosis on top of that, that 
mental load, all of it is re-
ally where we come in.”

Gasbarrino said Pink 
Pearl Canada hopes to 
expand its reach across 
Ontario and eventually into 
other parts of the country, 
including Calgary, Hali-
fax and Vancouver, while 
continuing to grow its peer-
support programs.

The event runs from 8 to 
10 p.m. Tickets are $60 plus 
tax, while VIP tables for 10 
are available for $700 plus 
tax. VIP packages include 
seating in the fi rst two rows, 
access to a 7 p.m. cocktail 
hour before the show with 
a charcuterie spread and 
a meet-and-greet with the 
comedians.

Individual VIP tickets 
are also available for $80, 
allowing solo guests to join 
a VIP table, attend the cock-
tail hour and enjoy wine 
service at their table.

Tickets for Eat, Pink, 
Drink! Comedy are avail-
able through Eventbrite. 
White Oaks Conference 
Resort and Spa is located at 
253 Taylor Rd.

Some of the comedians who’ve been a part of Pink Pearl 
Canada’s comedy night over the past few years, with 
Coun. Maria Mavridis, who helps organize the event: from 
left, Marc Anthony, Mike Rita, Mavridis and this year’s 
headliner Frank Spadone. SUPPLIED

Laugh and fi ght 
cancer at Pink Pearl 
comedy fundraiser
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Join tourism leaders, businesses, community
partners, and stakeholders for an evening of insights,
collaboration, and celebration as we look ahead to
the future of tourism in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Thursday, June 4, 2026
White Oaks Resort

253 Taylor Rd, Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

CONNECT. COLLABORATE. CELEBRATE.
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE TOURISM SUMMIT

& TOURISM NOTL AGM

Registration is FREE on eventbrite.ca

4:30 PM – 5:00 PM AGM

5:30 PM Registration and Reception

6:00 PM Presentations

6:45 PM Closing Reception

SCAN HERE

Advertising inquiries?
 Email advertising@niagaranow.com 

Staff
The Lake Report

The Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Ambassadors program will 
return for its sixth season 
beginning May 15, with a 
record 110 volunteers set 
to welcome visitors to the 
town.

The volunteer-run pro-
gram has expanded this year 
with the addition of 28 new 
ambassadors, all of whom 
have completed training 
ahead of the tourism season.

Ambassadors wearing 
blue vests will be stationed 
throughout Old Town on 
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays 
and holidays from Victo-
ria Day weekend through 
Thanksgiving.

Volunteers will greet 
visitors at the information 
kiosk beside the court-
house on Queen Street, 
stroll the heritage district 
offering directions and 
recommendations, and 
staff the courthouse itself 
from noon to 4 p.m.

According to the program, 
ambassadors greeted more 

than 62,000 visitors from 
more than 100 countries 
during the 2025 season.

Organizers say the pro-
gram is intended to provide 
visitors with a welcoming 
introduction to Niagara-
on-the-Lake while help-
ing tourists explore local 
attractions, businesses and 
historic sites.

A short introductory 
video about the ambas-

sador program is available 
through Tourism Niagara-
on-the-Lake.

Laurie Harley, co-lead of 
the ambassador program, 
said the initiative depends 
on support from local 
organizations and tourism 
partners.

“The all-volunteer pro-
gram wouldn’t be possible 
without the support of Tour-
ism Niagara-on-the-Lake, 

the Town of Niagara-on-
the-Lake, and a dedicated 
group of tourism partners,” 
Harley said.

“They are our champions. 
They host site visits, pro-
vide in-kind support, keep 
ambassadors informed and 
most importantly encourage 
them to continue to share 
the unique NOTL story and 
create unforgettable memo-
ries for our visitors.”

The NOTL Ambassadors, a team of volunteers, will be out on the street greeting visitors 
again this year, helping people explore local businesses, historic sites and attractions.

NOTL Ambassadors back for sixth season
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WALKERTON HERALD TIMES, WESTPORT REVIEW MIRROR,
WINGHAM ADVANCE TIMES, CREEMORE ECHO, LAKEFIELD HERALD

Paid for by the Government of Ontario
ontario.ca/ProtectOntario

As Canada stares down economic uncertainty, we’re 
ready with a plan to protect Ontario. We’re fighting 
for every steel job in Ontario. 

That’s how we protect Ontario.

Our plan to 
protect Ontario 
is fighting for 
every steel job

ADOA COMPLIANT

MASTER SIZE D: 10” X 15.214”,  10 X 15.5,  10.25 X 15.214,  10.25 X 15.286,  10.25 X 15.5,  10.25 X 15.571,  10 X 16,  10.25 X 15.714,
10.25 X 15.786,  10.25 X 16,  10.375 X 15.714,  10.375 X 16

T:10"

T:15.214"
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Last issue’s answers

EXTR
A

 SPICY

Crossword Puzzle

Across
1. Injured one (8)
5. Mexican vacation destination (6)
10. Fencing moves (7)
11. Old pals’ get-together (7)
12. To a small degree (9)
13. Blue dye (4)
16. Gets back (7)
18. Rare plants (7)
19. Amusingly ironic (3)
20. Generally (2,1,4)
22. Quite large (7)
24. Grape-skin brandy (4)
25. Travel schedule (9)
29. Impresario’s goal? (4,3)
30. Lithuanian capital (7)
31. Heavy hammer (6)
32. In which Jud Fry dies (8)
Down
1. Intersects (4)
2. Rising suddenly (7)
3. Like a double rainbow, maybe (10)
4. Where the Owl and the Pussycat 
went (2,3)
6. Border (4)
7. Tuscan wine (7)
8. Bewildered about unsold pens (10)
9. Hospital conveyances (8)
14. Gym machines (10)
15. Neopolitan buffalo cheese (10)
17. Result of using 14 Down, perhaps (8)
21. Place in order (7)
23. Tortilla meal (7)
26. Kim ---, of “Vertigo” (5)
27. Poker-like card game (4)
28. 30% of the Earth’s surface (4)

GAMES

Have some fun

MAXIMIZE EXPOSURE!

#1
RE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!

###11111#1##1#
RE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!

SCAN FOR A FREE 
HOME EVALUATION

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto  — not just in town.

1426 NIAGARA STONE ROAD
3+1 BED • 5 BATH • 2,400 SQ. FT.

$1,560,000

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

22 CREEKSIDE DRIVE
2+2 BED • 3 BATH • 1,591 SQ. FT.

$1,169,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

16 MILLS LANE
2+1 BED • 3 BATH • 1,703 SQ. FT.

$1,174,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

8 FIRELANE 14D ROAD
2+1 BED • 3 BATH • 1,500 SQ. FT.

$1,249,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

905-641-0308  •  Sold@GolfiTeam.com  •  www.Golf iTeam.com

Call the brand that gets your home  NOTICED!

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. †Conditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi  Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated. 

Ask about our Golfi  Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.†
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FEATURED

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

In an article published 
earlier this month, Richard 
Dawkins, world-renowned 
evolutionary biologist, 
claimed that following 72 
hours of back-and-forth 
conversation with Claude 
— Anthropic’s chatbot 
equivalent to ChatGPT — 
he was convinced Claude 
was conscious, citing as 
evidence that Claude had 
passed the Turing test.

What followed was a 
storm of protests from AI 
experts and others who 
claimed that there was no 
way that Claude could be 
conscious — even some loy-
al fans of Dawkins thought 
he had lost his marbles.

Richard Dawkins is a 
highly intelligent scientist 
at Oxford University who 
wrote several now classic 
books about evolution — 
my favorites include “The 
Selfi sh Gene,” “The Blind 
Watchmaker,” and “The 
Greatest Show on Earth.” 
He’s also a provocateur 
who, for example, enjoyed 

taking on religion as he 
did with his best-selling 
book, “The God Delusion.” 
He’s a fellow of the Royal 
Society (the U.K.’s national 
academy of science) and 
the Royal Society of Arts, 
which speak to the breadth 
and quality of many of his 
achievements.

Alan Turing was a bril-
liant mathematician and 
father of computer science 
and artifi cial intelligence. In 
1950, when digital comput-
ers were in their infancy, he 
wrote what would become 
a famous paper titled 
“Computing Machinery 
and Intelligence,” which 
considered the question, 
“Can machines think?” 
with the object of drawing 
a line between computers 
and humans, with one of the 
best lines in the essay being 
the last, “We can see a short 
distance ahead, but we can 
see plenty there that needs 
to be done.”

In that line, Turing proved 
prescient, for in the inter-
vening three-quarters of a 
century, digital computing 
became extraordinarily 
powerful and intelligent. 
And we’ve barely touched 
quantum computing, which 
is sure to increase non-hu-
man intelligence far beyond 
what’s possible with digital 
computers.

Every day there are new 
claims that AI beats math-
ematicians, physicians and 
scientists at their game or 

very close to it, often cou-
pled with an ominous dread 
that AI intelligence — in 
its ability to solve problems 
and answer questions — 
will greatly exceed the lim-
its of human intelligence, 
individual or collective by 
the mid-century mark.

But for many, it’s AI’s 
uncanny ability to talk 
naturally and build relation-
ships with its human users 
that’s perhaps the most 
unnerving part, but also 
for many users, AI’s allure. 
For some, AI has become 
a loyal friend with nuance, 
insight and, notably, a 
patience sometimes lacking 
in humans — so much so 
that some prefer their AI 
friend or therapist to human 
friends.

To return to the Turing 
test: in present form, are 

chatbots intelligent? Yes, 
current bots are capable 
of the to-and-fro of com-
mon human discussion and, 
in the case of Dawkin’s 
conversation with Claude 
over three days, was capable 
of what he called “intensive 
conversation and manu-
script analysis.”

Bots also seem to de-
velop a personality, which 
refl ects what it learns from 
whoever uses it, much as 
humans learn from their 
parents, friends, culture and 
whatever informs their life 
experiences.

Overall, AI’s growing 
general and specialized 
intelligence has become the 
equal to or exceeds most 
of us. Social intelligence is 
another matter, the ability 
to sort out who’s who and 
navigate relationships but 

then again, many humans 
also have trouble navigating 
human relationships.

What about that old buga-
boo, “consciousness?” Is AI 
conscious, even sentient? On 
the matter of consciousness, 
it would help if we could 
agree on what conscious-
ness means.

For some such as Roger 
Penrose, a 2020 Nobel 
laureate in physics, the 
universe was one-third 
consciousness. Then there’s 
Erwin Schrodinger, another 
Nobel laureate, who be-
lieved that consciousness 
was tied up with quantum 
physics, and last among 
the laureates was Francis 
Crick, who spent decades 
trying to unravel the bio-
logical nature of conscious-
ness — without success.

Indeed, Oliver Sacks, a 
neuroscientist and good 
friend of Crick, considered 
consciousness a sinkhole 
for scientists because of 
the very complexity of the 
brain. For now, I’m with 
Sacks. Recent claims about 
the nature of consciousness 
have created more heat and 
disputes than clarity among 
rival scientists.

What about sentience? 
That too is a freighted 
word. Readers might 
remember the Star Trek se-
ries of the 1990s in which 
the question was raised in 
court whether an offi cer 
named Data who happened 
to be a highly capable 

robot, was sentient or not. 
Fortunately the fi ctional 
jury ruled he was sentient. 
As well, we might for high-
ly intelligence robotic life 
forms that might emerge in 
the future.

Dawkins’ challenge was 
deliberately provocative but 
useful because based on his 
one-on-one experience with 
Claude — in his opinion, 
Claude was not only intelli-
gent but perhaps conscious.

I agree on the matter 
of intelligence, but not 
consciousness. At this 
point in time, the nature of 
consciousness not only for 
humans but all life, is so 
poorly understood.

My guess is that AI bots 
will become ever more nu-
anced, and if you like, more 
like us. What seems so un-
nerving for some these days, 
will become accepted and 
common in the near future.

So, hats off to Dawkins 
who took this one on. He 
went further to suggest a 
role for AI in the future of 
human evolution. Maybe 
— with the advent of gene 
editing and human mini-
brains, it’s only a matter of 
time before humans begin 
to shape our development 
and evolution. Now that’s a 
little scary.

Dr. William Brown is a 
professor of neurology at 
McMaster University and 
co-founder of the InfoHealth 
series at the Niagara-on-
the-Lake Public Library. 

Richard Dawkins believes AI may be conscious ... but is it?
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Laying pavement 
at King and Queen streets

In 1914, Queen Street became the 
focus of a major local improvement 
project: paving. The previous year, 
then-mayor John Randall had 
championed paving the often-
muddy street, but both the proposal 
and his re-election campaign were 
defeated. His successor, William 
“Bill” Harrison, revived the 
plan by organizing Queen Street 
property owners, who successfully 
petitioned council to proceed with 
the work. This photograph, taken at 
the intersection of King Street and 
Queen Street, shows a 15-ton steam 
roller laying the new pavement. 
Pictured are William Murray, Alf 
Tester, Mayor Harrison, Harry 
Mathews, Curt Gordon, and Ivan 
Armstrong. The project ultimately 
saw Queen Street paved from King 
Street to Simcoe Street.

World-renowned evolutionary biologist Richard Dawkins 
provoked a storm of protests from many with an article 
published May 2 in which he documented three days 
of his engagement with Anthropic’s AI chatbot Claude 
(which he dubbed Claudia). WIKIMEDIA

Advertising inquiries?
 Email advertising@niagaranow.com 
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OBITUARIES

Milan KauzlaricDonald Smith
KAUZLARIC, Milan —
Peacefully surrounded by his loving 

family, Milan Kauzlaric was called into 
the arms of God at the Marotta Family 
Hospital on Saturday, May 9, 2026, at 
the age of 83. Milan began his journey in 
Canada in 1969 and met the love of his 
life, Jelica (née Holjak). Together, they 
shared 54 beautiful years of marriage 
built on devotion and faith. Milan was 
predeceased by his parents Ferdo and 

Adela Kauzlaric, his brother Vladimir (Ruzica) of Croatia. Milan was a 
devoted father to Fred (Elia) and Michael (Lisa), and a cherished “Dada” to 
Tavio, Dilan, Emilio, and Giacomo. He was a dear brother-in-law to Steve 
and Emma Holjak, and Barry and Ann Andersen. Milan’s presence will be 
deeply missed by his many relatives and friends across Canada, the United 
States, and Croatia, especially his nephew Darko (Nena), nieces Tania 
(Marco), Erika (Jay) and their families.

 A man of the land, Milan found great fulfi llment working on his 
family farm in Virgil. He dedicated his life to passing down his 
agricultural expertise and his rich Croatian heritage to his sons and 
grandsons. Above all else, nothing brought him greater joy than the 
simple happiness of spending time with his family and vacationing with 
the love of his life, Jelica.

 Visitation will be held at Morgan Funeral Home (415 Regent St., 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON) on Thursday. May 14, 2026 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
and 6 to 8 p.m. Vigil Prayers will be held at 7 p.m. A Funeral Mass will be 
offered at St. Vincent de Paul Church (73 Picton St., Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
ON) on Friday, May 15, 2026 at 11 a.m. Interment to follow at Niagara 
Lakeshore Cemetery (483 Lakeshore Rd., Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON). 

In lieu of fl owers, donations in memory of Milan may be made to The 
Heart and Stroke Foundation and the Marotta Family Hospital. Special 
thank-you to Dr. Timothy Bastedo, and the many doctors and nurses on the 
4th fl oor and ICU of Marotta Family Hospital for their care and expertise. 

Memories, photos and condolences 
may be shared at www.morganfuneral.com.

SMITH, Donald J. —
April 27, 1941 

- May 9, 2026 
It is with sadness that we 

announce the passing of 
Donald J. Smith, aged 85.

Don lived a full and 
joyful life and will be 
remembered for his warm 
spirit, easy smile, and love 
of people. A passionate 

cyclist, he proudly owned and operated the local bike shop in 
Niagara on the Lake, sharing his knowledge and enthusiasm 
for cycling with the community he loved. He also enjoyed sail 
boating and fl ying model airplanes and especially treasured 
getting together for coffee with his long-time friends-moments 
fi lled with conversation, laughter, and connection. 

Don was a very social man who was happiest in the 
company of family and friends.

Beloved husband of Joan, the love of his life for 60 years. 
Loving father of Sherry (Gary) Peters, Rob (Kutea), Rick 
(Cheryl), Sandra (Dave) Vanderlee and Jamie (Inara), and 
proud grandpa to, John-Henry, Evan, Michael, Danielle, 
Jordan (Meaghan), DJ, Abbie (Ethan) and Katya and 
cherished great grandpa to Charlotte, Daphne, Carter and 
Thomas. Dear brother to Terry and Jim. He will be deeply 
missed by his family, friends and all who had the pleasure of 
knowing him.

In keeping with Don’s wishes, cremation has taken place. 
A celebration of Don’s life will be held Sunday, June 7 at 
the Grantham Lions Club, 732 Niagara St., St. Catharines 
from 2 to 4 p.m. In memory of Don, donations may be 
made to the Canadian Cancer Society or the Alzheimer 
Society. The family wishes to extend heartfelt thanks to the 
compassionate staff at the Niagara Health-Port Colborne 
Site for their loving care and support. Gone for one last ride-
forever loved and remembered. 

Memories, photos and condolences 
may be shared at www.morganfuneral.com.

Have an opinion 
you want heard?

Email us.
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The arts belong here.
And so do you.

firstontariopac.ca

47:30 pm | Thursday
June

Members Night

Become a
Member.



496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

FREE HOME EVALUATION!FREE HOME EVALUATION!FREE HOME EVALUATION!FREE HOME EVALUATION!FREE HOME EVALUATION!
CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!

FREE HOME EVALUATION!
CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT
REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD
ANGELIKA ZAMMIT
REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD

Passionate to be of service
We offer a 24/7 open line of communication

Several testimonials and 5 star reviews

Long term presence in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Local
Right at Home Realty Team Office in NOTL (Over
6000 in GTA, #1 independent brokerage in the
GTA for 10 years**)
Angelika previously owned a highly successful
marketing/media business in Toronto for over 20
years. Built relationships with Fortune 500, big
banks, CTV, Global, Olympics, Film Festival.

FEATURED LISTING OF THE WEEKFEATURED LISTING OF THE WEEKFEATURED LISTING OF THE WEEK

620 CHARLOTTE STREET, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

*Based on reviews from Rate-My-Agent.com, a triple verified review platform **TRREB Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31, 2022, combined units sold.
***FREE GIFT OF 10 HOURS OF PACKING AND DECLUTTERING SERVICES - excludes tenanted areas    ****Based on closed transactions in the Burlington / Niagara Right At Home Realty Office, 2022, 2023, 2024

#1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTA FOR
10 YEARS**

*
TOP RATED AGENT INTOP RATED AGENT INTOP RATED AGENT INTOP RATED AGENT INTOP RATED AGENT IN

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!
TOP RATED AGENT IN

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!

CALL ANGELIKA =            
CALL OR TEXT (289) 214-4394

TMSOLD!

****

Respected by colleagues and
community
Over 12 years of real estate business
Knowledge in all aspects of real
properties (waterfront, residential,
agricultural, commercial and leases)
Up to date on Mortgage trends and
state of economy, strategy to sell
Contribution to charities
Your property is advertised on all 23
Real Estate boards in Ontario plus
globally listed in over 200 countries

Free packing of your house / estate
cleanup/decluttering services***
World class videography, photos and
drone footage, high quality hard cover
print brochures & advertising in print
media
Large social media presence and
extensive unique marketing techniques
Your property will be globally listed
gaining world wide exposure and will be
seen on all real estate boards in Ontario
Home renovation experience
Help Elderly Relocate

AMAZING NEW PRICEAMAZING NEW PRICE

$1,049,000$1,049,000

AMAZING NEW PRICE
$1,049,000

PRIVATE BACKYARD OASIS
WITH LARGE HEATED KIDNEYWITH LARGE HEATED KIDNEYWITH LARGE HEATED KIDNEY

SHAPED POOL, NEW
COMPOSITE DECKING

& BBQ AREA

PRIVATE BACKYARD OASIS
WITH LARGE HEATED KIDNEY

SHAPED POOL, NEW
COMPOSITE DECKING

& BBQ AREA

BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATEDBEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED
BUNGALOW - OVER

$140,000 IN RENOS!$140,000 IN RENOS!

BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED
BUNGALOW - OVER

$140,000 IN RENOS!

OPEN HOUSE:OPEN HOUSE:OPEN HOUSE: SATURDAY MAY 16SATURDAY MAY 16       2:00 - 4:00 PM2:00 - 4:00 PM

THTH

SUNDAY MAY 17SU�DAY MAY 1� 2:00 - 4:00 PM2:00 - 4:00 PM

TH.TH .

SATURDAY MAY 16    2:00 - 4:00 PMTH

SUNDAY MAY 17 2:00 - 4:00 PMTH.
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To the wonderful people of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake,
As I approach 20 years in real estate, I just wanted to 
say THANK YOU.
So many of you in this town trust me every single day 
with the incredible responsibility of helping you buy 
or sell your home — and that’s something I truly never 
take for granted. It’s an enormous privilege to be part 
of such an important chapter in people’s lives.

Especially over the last seven years since moving 
right into the heart of town, Niagara-on-the-Lake has 
become so much more than just the place I work it’s 
become home. And truthfully, this community has 
quite literally changed my life.

On a lighter note many of you have been politely (and 
not so politely) telling me for a while that it might be 
time for a new headshot.

So I listened.

While this isn’t quite the photo you’ll eventually see 
on my signs around town, I figured it was at least a 
step in the right direction.

Thank you for your trust, your support, your referrals, 
and all the kind chats around town over the years.

Have a wonderful week everyone — and I’ll see you 
around town.

Greg

Call today to find out 
why you see Greg’s 
signs all over town!

GREG  GREG 
SYKESSYKES
SALESPERSON

   

 905.329.3484

FREE HOME 
EVALUATION
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NIAGARA
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

74 BROCK ST, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE  - ASKING $1,699,000 855 LINE 1, 24 ACRES IN VIRGIL- ASKING $1,900,000

161 WILLIAM STREET
272 Anne, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE - ASKING $1,575,000CORRECTION / CLARIFICATION A misprint appeared in last week’s newspaper advertisement which incorrectly stated that 161 William Street sold 

in 3 days over asking. For clarity, the property was actually sold conditionally in 4 days, became firm in 10 days, and sold for 96% of asking price.

CALL OR 
TEXT GREG

DIRECT
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