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iailed for rec juminy Ladl now
11 months NOTL rallies for release of journalist, democracy advocate and hotelier,
in crash who has been jailed in Hong Kong since 2020 for his political beliefs
cyclist, 34

Kevin MacLean
The Lake Report

A Niagara-on-the-Lake
native whose pickup truck
struck and killed a senior
who was cycling on East
and West Line has been
sentenced to 11 months in
jail.

Richard Alan Moore, 39,
pleaded guilty to a Criminal
Code charge of failing to
stop at an accident causing
death after he hit Nestor
Chemerika, 84, who was
riding his bike on the paved
shoulder of the rural road
on July 13,2023. He died 12

days later. e , 5]

On Wednesday afternoon A group walks from Slmcoe Park to the Queen’s Landing on Wednesday to advocate for the release of polltlcal prisoner Jimmy Lai, who has
in St. Catharines Superior been jailed in Hong Kong for his pro-democracy views since 2020. His niece Erica Lepp helped lead the charge. DAVE VAN DE LAAR
Court, Justice Michael
Bordin ordered Moore to Paige Seburn | Local Journalism Initiative | The Lake Report
serve 11 months in custody
followed by a 20-month ears fell in Simcoe Jimmy Lai — the Hong Kong with Niagara’s Finest Hotels, one  Old Town, joined by Lai’s niece
driving ban. Park on Wednesday as  publisher, democracy advocate of Lai’s local businesses. Erica Lepp, local officials includ-

“No sentence imposed residents, politicians and local hotelier now impris- “He is my hero,” he said. ing Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa,
can undo the harm to the and family members oned for his beliefs. “I mean, he stands for freedom  MP Tony Baldinelli, MPP Wayne
victim and his family or gathered in Niagara-on-the- Among them was Dallas for everyone.”

Lake to demand freedom for Auker, a maintenance manager Dozens gathered at the park in Continued on Page 4
Continued on Page 3

Mayor storms out of council meeting after town delays Shaw rebuild

Dan Smeenk of the Royal George Theatre featured debate among amended the town’s official ~ the theatre’s replacement line Polgrabia, who lives

Local Journalism Initiative to allow more consultation councillors, comments from  plan and zoning bylaws, itself, but with elements near the current theatre.

The Lake Report with the theatre company —  residents opposed to the allowing the Shaw’s current  of the proposed design. “All negative heritage, infra-

during a meeting that ended  proposal and remarks from design for the new, larger Concerns focused on public  structure, environmental,

Niagara-on-the-Lake with Lord Mayor Gary Shaw Festival executive Royal George Theatre to washrooms, accessible park-  planning and precedent

town council has delayed Zalepa leaving in frustra- director Tim Jennings. proceed. ing and the overall size of concerns stem from this

a decision on the Shaw tion. If approved, the zon- Councillors and residents ~ the new venue.

Festival’s proposed redesign The meeting on Tuesday ing changes would have said their issue was not with “It’s too big,” said Caro- Continued on Page 2
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single fact.”

The Shaw Festival has
said that the larger footprint
of the new theatre allows
for a proper lobby, inte-
grated box office, accessible
and increased washrooms,
elevators and safe and ac-
cessible circulation for those
using mobility devices.

Zalepa supported ap-
proving the zoning change
and grew frustrated with
what he called unnecessary
debate over details.

“We’re going to risk a
$200,000 bathroom for a
$75 million theatre,” he said
during the meeting.

After council voted
against approving the zon-
ing change recommended
by staff, members discussed
whether that decision would
end communication with the
Shaw Festival. They then
took a break to determine
how staff should proceed.

When council reconvened,
town clerk Grant Bivol
presented a revised motion
directing staff to consult
with the Shaw Festival on
specific design issues.

These included cash-in-
lieu for parking, at least
three accessible washrooms,

FOR LEASE
96 JOHNSON STREET

$4,200/month

Thomas Elltoft & Weston Miller

18 CASTLEREAGH STREET
$3,200/month

Patricia Atherton

‘4 PARADISE GROVE
$769,000

Christopher Bowron & Nicole Vanderperk

905-941-4585
. 905-988-7494
. 905-380-8012

maintaining trees at the rear
of the property, total square
footage and five accessible
parking spaces.

Zalepa, who attended first
in person and then virtually,
objected to the new motion
being drafted during the
break.

“I'm going to respectfully
suggest that you’re offside
in the public meeting pro-
cess,” he said. “We have a
motion that has come from
nowhere, not in a public
format, and all of a sudden
we have a drafted motion
with items I am not clear on
that was somehow made off
camera.”

He later exited the meet-
ing, saying he would contact
the integrity commissioner
and that the Municipal Act
was violated.

Coun. Maria Mavridis,
who chaired the meeting,
asked Bivol if Zalepa’s con-
cern was valid. Bivol said
he could not say definitively
but noted that council had
heard and approved the
recommendation.

“I know we have a duly
moved and seconded mo-
tion,” Bivol said.

Resident Nicholas Cola-
neri said he wants a new
theatre design that complies

5’4" .

185 FOUR MILE CREEK ROAD

$1,695,000

Cheryl Carmichael

with local bylaws and regu-
lations.

“This proposal conflicts
with over 40 policies,” he
said.

He specifically said there
were conflicts with six parts
of the Planning Act, five
with planning professional
standards, six with the Ni-
agara Region official plan,
16 with the town’s official
plan and the zoning bylaws.

Coun. Wendy Cheropita
asked staff to clarify that
point. Outgoing community
and development services
director Kirsten McCauley
said the town looked at all
the relevant provincial and
local policies and made
recommendations.

Coun. Erwin Wiens said
his two “overwhelming”
concerns were the public
washrooms and accessible
parking. He objected to the
distance between the pro-
posed accessible spaces and
the entrance.

“(It’s) Rick Hansen gold
certified after you get
through the door, not be-
fore,” he said.

Wiens also made the point
about having public wash-
rooms outside at the site.

Cheropita, who sup-
ported approving the zon-

Town to consult with Shaw on design issues

ing change, said the plan
marked an improvement to
the number of handicapped
parking spots in that area.

“Right now, there’s none,”
she said. “Now, we have
five.”

Jennings said the Shaw
has already undertaken
significant consultation.

“We’ve engaged with over
600 people,” he said. “We'’re
certainly open to any con-
versation.”

Coun. Tim Balasiuk said
he did not want to stop the
project but hoped some
issues could still be ad-
dressed.

Mavridis said taking “a
couple more weeks is worth
getting it right,” given the
timeline so far.

The Shaw Festival aims
to replace the Royal George
Theatre, built in 1915. Its
latest design, released in
August, includes a ghost
facade referencing the
building’s current face, an
indoor accessible ramp
and reduced above-ground
square footage compared to
earlier proposals.

The Shaw Festival
declined a request for
comment from The Lake
Report.

daniel@niagaranow.com
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Victim, father had “plenty of years left to live’

Continued from Front Page

replace Mr. Chemerika’s
absence from his family
and the community,” Bordin
told the court.

However, “there is a
need to dissuade others
from failing to stop when
someone has possibly
been seriously injured
or killed and failing to
provide assistance and from
covering up the accident,”
he said.

A conditional jail
sentence, served in the
community rather than in
jail, as suggested by defence
lawyer Jeffrey Manishen,
would not be appropriate,
Bordin said.

“I'm not satisfied that
Mr. Moore’s expression
of remorse is paired with
insight and signs that he’s
come to realize the grav-
ity of his conduct, and as a
result, changed his attitude
or imposed himself into
discipline, which signifi-
cantly reduces the likeli-
hood of further offending,”
Bordin said.

“However, an offender
cannot be punished for lack
of remorse.”

Acknowledging Moore
is an “otherwise positive,
functioning member of
society,” in this case he put
his own interests ahead of
the victim’s.

“The principal
aggravating feature here
is that Mr. Moore tried to
cover up the accident by
repairing the truck and then
denied doing so,” Bordin
said.

He agreed with Man-
ishen’s suggestion that
Moore serve his time at
the Central North Correc-
tional Centre in Penetan-
guishene. Moore remains
in custody there after
being charged in a serious
boating crash in Muskoka
in July. The judge said
those charges were not a
factor in this case.

Moore, a Niagara Falls-
based contractor, ini-
tially pleaded guilty before
another judge in January
2025.

But in an unusual twist,
this past June, that plea was
tossed out after a dispute
over certain information
that should not have been
presented to the court.

In June, Moore admitted
he was driving the
pickup truck that struck
Chemerika, though he had
initially denied it when
questioned by police.

After Moore re-entered
his plea he apologized for
his actions.

The impact of the crash
knocked Chemerika into
the roadside ditch, where

Left: Nestor Chemerika’s destroyed bike. Right: Richard Moore. FILE PHOTOS

he was found a short time
afterward by a Niagara
Regional Police officer on
routine patrol.

His crumpled bike was
nearby and debris from
the truck was strewn on
the road. One of its large
external mirrors was found
at the scene.

Chemerika was still alive
when the police found him,
assistant Crown attorney
Todd Morris told the court.

In arguing earlier for a
12-month jail sentence,
Morris repeatedly stated
Moore was reckless in
not remaining at the
scene or returning to help
Chemerika.

I can’t imagine
and understand
how Richard Alan
Moore could just
drive away and try
and hide what he
did and continue
on with his life,
like nothing
happened.”

DENNISE FALZOI
NESTOR CHEMERIKA'S DAUGHTER

Instead, as witnesses
and surveillance video
unearthed by investigators
showed, Moore continued
driving toward his home in
Niagara Falls.

“We know that (Chemer-
ika) did not die on impact,”
Morris said.

“We also know that the
accused’s own assistance
could have made a differ-
ence, especially since he’s a
volunteer firefighter.”

Within days of the crash,
when police questioned
Moore at his home, his
truck was still visibly dam-
aged but “it was obvious”
some attempts had been
made to repair it, Morris
said in an agreed statement
of facts.

When officers told Moore
they were looking for the
vehicle involved in a hit-
and-run and asked if he had
been on East and West Line
on July 13, Moore said, “I
don’t remember.”

He also denied replacing
the passenger side mirror.

It was a Thursday
evening, not yet dark, when
Chemerika was struck,
likely between 7:40 and
7:54 p.m., court heard.

Thursday is fish fry
night at the NOTL Legion
and police received a tip
that Moore was a regular
customer there. He worked
as a contractor and had
clients in NOTL.

On the night Chemerika
was hit, Moore, wearing a
“volunteer fire department”
T-shirt, was captured on
video at the Legion buying
a pitcher of beer at 7:02 p.m.

However, the judge noted,
there was no video showing
Moore drinking beer that
night.

NOTL fire chief Jay Plato
confirmed Moore previously
was a volunteer with the
department but resigned
about six years ago.

Video from a home on
Niagara Street in NOTL
recorded Moore’s pewter-
coloured 1999 GMC Sierra
pickup travelling toward
East and West Line at 7:40
p-m., with no damage to the
passenger side of the truck.

Less than 15 minutes
later, about 7:53 p.m., video
from a home in St. Davids
showed Moore’s truck
headed toward Niagara
Falls. Its passenger side
mirror was missing.

Meanwhile, Const.
Vincent St. Pierre was on
patrol at 8:22 p.m. along
East and West Line when
he spotted a single black
running shoe and some
vehicle debris in the middle
of the road.

He stopped and found
Chemerika in a roadside
ditch, barely conscious
and badly injured. He was
airlifted to hospital in
Hamilton.

In victim impact
statements presented
previously, Chemerika’s
family members described
how the tragedy has
affected them.

“On July 13, 2023,
Richard Alan Moore
dramatically changed our
lives forever. Seeing my dad
in the hospital, so helpless
and terrified, broke my

heart. There wasn’t a spot
in his body that wasn’t cut,
bruised or broken,” his
daughter Dennise Falzoi
said in a statement read to
the court by Morris.

“I can’t imagine and
understand how Richard
Alan Moore could just drive
away and try and hide what
he did and continue on with
his life, like nothing hap-
pened. It’s mind boggling,”
she wrote.

She, her brother Nestor
Jr. and her father’s brother
Walter said Chemerika was
passionate about staying
in top physical condition,
going for daily walks, jogs
and bike rides.

“Our father endured so
much pain and suffering
while in the hospital as a re-
sult of his injury. His body
was so broken and dam-
aged,” the family’s victim
impact statements said.

“It was absolute torture
and emotionally crippling
watching him slowly slip
away ... the fear and sorrow
in his eyes, not being able
to communicate during the
last days and hours” as he
lay in hospital.

“This whole ordeal is
incredibly horrific and dev-
astating for all of our family
members and the commu-
nity,” they added.

“Our father had plenty
of years left to live, as his
brothers and sisters all lived
well into their 90s. This
truly devastated everyone,
especially his three children
and all his grandchildren.”

“Our father was a pillar
of the NOTL community,
where he lived for over 55
years,” they added.

After the tragedy, friends
and neighbours came to
Chemerika’s house “liter-
ally in tears, hugging us
children, telling us of their
devastation” over his death.

“We all continue to expe-
rience great sorrow, anger,
confusion, devastation,
PTSD, scarred for life, for
this senseless, preventable
loss of life.”

“There’s not a day that
goes by that I don’t talk or
think about my dad. I have
a hole in my heart that can
never be filled.”

kevin@niagaranow.com
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NOTLers push for release of political prisoner Jimmy Lai

% o 7 Titger
A

Continued from Front Page

Gates and several town
councillors, as well as Lai’s
former employees and com-
munity supporters.

“We are so grateful,”
Lepp said in an interview.
“The turnout has blown my
mind.”

“My uncle loves this town
— and today we can really
feel the love,” she added.

Lai was arrested in
August 2020 under Hong
Kong’s national security
law. He has remained im-
prisoned in solitary confine-
ment in the region.

He founded Apple Daily,
a Hong Kong newspaper
widely described as having
a pro-democracy editorial
position. In Niagara-on-the-
Lake, his family owns Vin-
tage Hotels, which manages
the Prince of Wales Hotel,
Queen’s Landing and the
Pillar and Post.

Lepp said her uncle’s
case is about more than one
man; it’s about the uni-
versal right to freedom of
speech, “something that’s so
important on a global level,”
she said.

“My uncle is being held
23 hours a day in a win-
dowless room — the same
way they treat serial killers
— and he’s a journalist,”
she said. “And there’s other
people that are being held
as well.”

Keeping her uncle’s name
in the public eye is vital to
ensuring his case gets the

I.\-

M 4

Left: Erica Lepp, niece of Jimmy Lai, addresses the crowd in front of the Queen’s Landing hotel, which Lai owns. Right: Supporters Bob Woodley, left,

and Stephen Lunt advocate for Lai’s release during the protest. DAVE VAN DE LAAR/PAIGE SEBURN

attention it deserves, said
Lepp: “That’s how these
matters get the attention
that they need.”

Auker, who has writ-
ten letters to Hong Kong
authorities calling for Lai’s
release, had shirts printed
years ago in support of
him, which he and his wife,
Jeannine Sanderson, wore
to the rally.

Auker said Lai’s choice
to give up a life of luxury
and face prison showed a
selflessness he compared to
Mahatma Gandhi.

“He’s kind of inspired me
to actually be a better man
because of it,” he added.

Coun. Gary Burroughs
said he remembers Lai from
“back in the early ‘90s, is
when I knew him best.”

“He was in Niagara and
they bought my hotel. I
owned the Oban Inn at the
time,” he said. “He would
come to our house for
dinner, he and (his wife)
Teresa.”

Burroughs said it’s im-
portant for NOTL to rally
because Lai left a lasting
mark on the community.

“He shouldn’t be in con-
finement,” he said. “That’s
why we’re here.”

Among those support-
ing Lai’s release was Kevin
Roden, who broke down as
he spoke about the man he’s
followed for decades.

“He’s a hero of mine and
what’s happening is wrong,”
he said.

“He has principles, and
he’s in jail for his principles,

})

he said. “I admire that.”

Kevin’s father, Roy
Roden, said Lai’s contribu-
tions, “particularly this
town,” have long earned his
admiration.

The two shared a com-
mon belief: no one should
be punished for their views.

Bob Woodley agrees. He
said Lai’s imprisonment
shows what happens when
only one political view is
allowed to exist.

“He was representing one
side and basically got shut
down,” he said.

Stephen Lunt said he be-
lieves that Lai is “unjustly
in prison.”

“He’s a great benefactor
to this town,” he added.
“Look around and see what
he’s done here.”

Sig Neuhof, who attended
the rally with his wife, Liz
Walker, said Lai’s advocacy
for democratic values has
earned his support: “He’s
done an excellent job in
promoting democracy.”

“It’s important to support
him,” added Neuhof.

Lidija Biro, a member of
Amnesty International’s
NOTL chapter, said it’s time
the world becomes more
aware that Lai is a “prisoner
of conscience.”

“He’s being held in very
difficult conditions. He’s an
elderly, ailing man, and we
would like to see him being
released on humanitarian
grounds,” she said.

“We would like to see
Foreign Minister (Anita)
Anand do a little bit more

for him,” she added.

Biro said the chapter will
host a Write for Rights event
on Dec. 11 from 9 am. to 1
p.m. at the Community Cen-
tre café, where participants
can write Christmas letters
to Lai.

She said Lai’s age and
health make his situation
especially urgent. Lai turns
78 on Dec. 8.

“At the end of the day, I
would just love for my uncle
to be able to get out and be
able to hug the people he
loves,” said Lepp.

At the rally, she thanked
the crowd for showing
the love her uncle always
preached, saying his mes-
sage was simple: “Every-
thing has to be with love.”

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Foreign ministers gather in NOTL for G7, local leaders champion Jimmy Lai

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

As foreign ministers
from some of the world’s
leading democracies met in
Niagara-on-the-Lake this
week, local officials said
the gathering gave Canada
an important chance to
press for the release of
jailed publisher Jimmy Lai.

The G7 — a coalition of
major democratic nations
including Canada, the
United States, the United
Kingdom, France, Ger-
many, Italy and Japan —
meets throughout the year,
along with the European
Union and other invited
partners, to discuss global
economic issues, security
concerns and other interna-
tional challenges.

During the press confer-
ence for Canada, The Lake
Report asked the country’s
Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, Anita Anand, whether
foreign ministers will be

-
G7 + 2025

KANANASKIS

REUNION DES MINIS’
DES AFFAIRES G‘I'n.l‘::ﬁsnis

A rare moment of global diplomacy in town — one local officials saw as a chance to spotlight
Jimmy Lai's case. Foreign ministers from the G7 met in Niagara-on-the-Lake on Nov. 11 and
12. From left, EU High Representative Kaja Kallas, Japan's Toshimitsu Motegi, U.K. Foreign
Secretary Yvette Cooper, France’s Jean-Noél Barrot, Canada’s Anita Anand, U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio, Germany’s Johann Wadephul and Italy’s Antonio Tajani. PAIGE SEBURN

pressing China about Hong
Kong’s national security
law and pushing for the
release of Jimmy Lai in a
unified voice.

She said at the meetings,
ministers sought a unified
position on core issues
“from Sudan to Haiti to the
Middle East to Ukraine,”
calling them “the main
topics” of discussion —
and the G7 joint statement

made no mention of Hong
Kong’s national security
law or Lai’s release.

Anand did not clarify
whether Canada would
press its G7 partners on the
law or Lai’s release in the
future, but said she would
continue raising the issue
on her own.

“I have raised this case
at every opportunity,” she
said.

“Media freedom remains
an important part of the
democratic process. It’s es-
sential to the protection of
human rights and funda-
mental freedoms.”

The Lake Report also
asked whether any repre-
sentatives from her team
were present to support the
rally for him held in NOTL
on Wednesday.

“Our schedule is ex-

tremely compressed,” she
said. “So, to my knowledge,
the ministers who are in-
vited to this meeting were
in the room for the sessions
that we have held.”

Discussions spanned over
the two days, Nov. 11 and
Nov. 12, and carried global
weight — but the event also
marked a proud moment
locally.

Ashley Brown, director
of brand and creative strat-
egy at White Oaks Resort
and Spa, which hosted the
foreign ministers, said the
team was “deeply hon-
oured” to welcome such a
prestigious event to NOTL.

“In preparation, our team
worked closely with Global
Affairs Canada through a
series of meetings to ensure
every requirement for the
G7 foreign ministers’ meet-
ing was fully understood
and met,” she said.

Brown said open com-
munication with Global
Affairs Canada allowed the
resort to plan and carry out

the event smoothly “from
start to finish.”

“We are immensely
proud of our team,” she
said, adding that “their hard
work, professionalism and
dedication” made the event
a success.

The timing of the G7 for-
eign ministers’ meeting is
“very fruitful,” said NOTL
Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa in
an interview.

These meetings make
way for productive
international conversations
about such issues, said
Zalepa. If not talked
about directly, “it may
come up through other
conversations.”

Tony Baldinelli, Con-
servative MP for Niagara
Falls—Niagara-on-the-Lake,
agreed. He said these
meetings offer “a perfect
opportunity” to highlight
Lai’s case.

“It’s my hope that they
will champion the cause,”
he added.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com
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NOTL speed cameras removed
alter province scraps program

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Speed cameras across Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake will soon
be shut off after provincial
lawmakers voted last week
to end automated speed
enforcement across Ontario
— a move that’s prompt-
ing discussion among local
school boards and munici-
pal officials.

The change means photo
radar used in school zones
and community safety
areas — including Niagara
Region sites such as the
camera near Crossroads
Public School in Virgil and
another in St. Davids —
will be removed by Nov. 14
at the latest.

Regional transportation
director Frank Tassone
said the region was already
preparing for the change
and has a process in place to
deactivate the program.

He said councillors have
been updated and the region
will continue working with
the province “to ensure a
safe, efficient and reliable
road network in Niagara.”

It will now move ahead
with its “robust road safety
strategy” that aims to lower
collisions and stop deaths
on regional roads, which
the region said residents
can learn more about at
niagararegion.ca/living/
roads/vision-zero/program-
overview.aspx.

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
says the program is ef-
fective, noting NOTL’s
cameras were never in use
around the clock, “contrary
to what is in the national
and provincial media,” he
said.

“They were being used
in the school zones, as we
know — two hours in the
morning, two hours in the
lunchtime and two hours

The speed camera that was vandalized four times outside
Crossroads school is no more, after Ontario Premier Doug
Ford scrapped the whole speed cam program. FILE

in the afternoon, when
classrooms were departing,”
he said.

“I thought we were doing
a really good job of being
very balanced with it,” he
added.

Zalepa said local safety
decisions should be made
“by local elected people.”

“I think the program was a
very good program,” he said.
“I’'m disappointed that that’s
a lever that we don’t have in
school safety zones.”

In late September,
Premier Doug Ford called
speed-camera programs
in Ontario “nothing more
than a cash grab,” saying
the province would instead
financially support munici-
palities in installing other
road-safety tools.

Zalepa said no details
have been provided yet
on what those alternatives
might look like for munici-
palities.

“That’s probably what
we’ll see in future informa-
tion coming from the staff,”
he said.

The District School Board
of Niagara said school-zone

safety depends on multiple
measures working together.

“Pedestrian and road
safety are shared responsi-
bilities,” the public board
said in an email. “A multi-
pronged approach supports
safe travel for students and
benefits the broader com-
munity.”

The Niagara Catholic
District School Board said it
supports automated enforce-
ment and other actions that
slow drivers near schools.

“Any action taken to
ensure the safety of our
school community while
they are travelling to school
— whether by car, bus, foot,
or any other means — is
an effective way to support
student safety,” the Catholic
board said in an email.

It said it has not commu-
nicated an official position
to the province or munici-
palities and plans to discuss
the issue at its next meeting
“to determine next steps.”
It would not say if it was
consulted on the decision.

“We would be willing to
work with the province and
or local municipalities; how-

ever, school boards are not
funded by the province for
traffic safety,” the Catholic
board said.

The public board said it
“works to ensure safe and
active school travel,” part-
nering with Niagara Student
Transportation Services, the
Niagara Catholic District
School Board, Niagara Re-
gional Police Services, local
municipalities and commu-
nity partners.

It would not say whether
it supports automated speed
enforcement, has communi-
cated an official position to
the province or municipali-
ties, was consulted on the
decision, or has any traffic
data around Crossroads that
it can share.

The public board said
throughout the year, it
“proactively communicates”
with families, “to remind
them about safety measures
and procedures for safely
arriving and departing from
school.”

The new law does not in-
clude any new enforcement
measures.

It allows Prabmeet
Sarkaria, Minister of Trans-
portation, to direct munici-
palities to install school-
zone signs — and to do the
work directly if they don’t.

It also protects the prov-
ince and municipalities
from lawsuits or compensa-
tion claims tied to the can-
cellation of speed-camera
contracts. Redflex Traffic
Systems is the vendor con-
tracted by Niagara Region
to supply, maintain and
operate the camera systems.

The region would not
answer questions about what
the repeal means for its
contract with Redflex Traf-
fic Systems or any potential
financial impacts. By press
time, the vendor did not re-
spond to similar questions.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

NOTL man charged with string of indecent acts

Staff
The Lake Report

A Niagara-on-the-Lake
man has been arrested in
connection with a series of
indecent acts and assaults
reported in Grimsby, St.
Catharines and Niagara-on-
the-Lake over three days,
police say.

Niagara Regional Police
said officers received
several calls about a man
committing indecent acts in
the three communities.

Investigators allege a
man approached several
women at a liquor store in
Grimsby, making sexual
gestures and comments. In
another incident, a woman
working at a cannabis store
in St. Catharines was as-
saulted.

Police say the same man
also threw a bottle of water
at a male employee at a
farm in Niagara-on-the-
Lake.

Detectives with the 1
District (St. Catharines/

Thorold) criminal investi-
gations branch identified a
suspect and arrested him
on Nov. 10.

Kenneth Bettes, 58, of
Niagara-on-the-Lake, is
charged with three counts
of criminal harassment,
assault, committing an inde-
cent act and assault with a
weapon.

Police say Bettes
remains in custody and
is scheduled to appear
for a bail hearing on
Tuesday at the Robert S.K.

Welch Courthouse in St.
Catharines.

Investigators say they
believe there may be ad-
ditional victims.

They are asking anyone
with information to contact
detectives at 905-688-4111,
option 3, extension 1009011,
or reach out to Crime
Stoppers anonymously.

Bettes is described by
police as male, white, six
feet tall, weighing 240
pounds, with a shaved head
and grey facial hair.

®_ (289) 868-9687
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Indigenous veterans honoured at (Queenston ceremony

Andrew Hawlitzky
The Lake Report

When it comes to the role
that Indigenous peoples
had in some of Canada’s
most significant battles,
Crystal Haverstock says
many Canadians are only
beginning now to grasp
the depth of their military
service.

Haverstock, from the
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 124, was one of
several people who spoke
at the Valour and Victory
Indigenous Remembrance
Day ceremony, which saw
its largest crowd yet gather
at the Landscape of Nations
Memorial in Queenston
Heights to honour
Indigenous veterans.

The seventh annual
ceremony, held on Nov.

8, recognized the bravery
and service of Indigenous
peoples in conflicts from
the War of 1812 to modern
times with drumming

and statements from local
Indigenous and civic
leaders.

“A lot of the general
public does not under-
stand the part that the

-
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Rick Miller and David Mclintyre were honoured for their military service during the Valour
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and Victory ceremony at Queenston Heights, and set a poppy wreath with a dream
catcher at the site in honour of their fellow soldiers. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Indigenous played in war
since 1812,” Haverstock
said. “They fought along-
side everyone else, and
they had specific skills
that nobody else had.”
She is also a Mohawk
of the Bay of Quinte who
traces her lineage to Joseph
and John Brant, whose
statues are prominent parts
of the Landscape of Nations
Memorial.

The ceremony featured
fire keeper Brian Kon of the
Métis Nation, who tended
the sacred flame through the
cold afternoon.

“Indigenous people have
been among the first to sign
up whenever there was a
world conflict, to serve and
protect the land that was
theirs,” said Kon.

He said remembrance
also means confronting the

exclusion that Indigenous
veterans faced when they
returned home.

“They couldn’t go into
legions or participate in the
ceremonies. It was only in
the last couple of decades
that Indigenous people were
even allowed to lay wreaths
at national monuments,”
said Kon.

Unlike the sombre tone in
typical Nov. 11 ceremonies,

Kon said Indigenous Vet-
erans Day usually features
traditional drumming and
singing to honour one’s
ancestry.

Rick Hill, Haudeno-
saunee historian and
knowledge specialist at
the First Nation Technical
Institute, gave the keynote
address and connected
the day’s purpose to his
family memory and the
collective freedom of all
Canadians. He said his
grandfather fought in
the First World War and
his father in the Second
World War.

“I stand here today to
honour the countless num-
ber of my ancestors and
their allies who did the
very things that I could
not do,” he said. “They
fought so that you and I
could live free.”

Tim Johnson, president
of the Niagara Academy
for Indigenous Relations
and co-chair of the Land-
scape of Nations memorial,
reminded the crowd that
the site itself was built to
preserve authentic Indig-
enous storytelling and
ensure it is “protected from

appropriation and guided
by authenticity.”

Haudenosaunee knowl-
edge keeper Karl Dockstad-
er opened and closed the
ceremony with the thanks-
giving address, calling on
the community to think
beyond one generation.

“I"d like to think that
somebody stood here 50
years ago, and 500 years
ago, and 5,000 years ago,
offering something like this
thanksgiving address,” said
Dockstader.

Indigenous veterans Rick
Miller and David Mclntyre
were honoured for their
military service.

Miller, a Turtle Clan
member from Six Nations
and paratrooper with the
Princess Patricia’s Canadian
Light Infantry, reflected on
his roots and how his Indig-
enous identity has guided
his life.

“That’s what made me
jump out of that plane,” said
Miller.

Organizers expect next
year’s Valour and Victory
to draw an even larger
gathering as awareness
continues to grow.

andrew@niagaranow.com

Veterans celebrated at Legion dinner with reflection on service

Andrew Hawlitzky
The Lake Report

For Niagara-on-the-Lake’s

British Army veteran Peter
Warrack, remembrance

is not only a day on the
calendar but a daily duty.

The Legion’s annual
veterans dinner on Nov.

8 gathered more than
70 guests to share that
sentiment.

Held on the second floor
of Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 124, the dinner
brought together veterans,
their families, and commu-
nity leaders, including MP
Tony Baldinelli, member
of provincial parliament
Wayne Gates, and Lord
Mayor Gary Zalepa.

The meal was prepared
by Legion volunteers, led
by Chrystal Haverstock and
Paul Dolby, who represented
the Legion earlier that day at
Queenston Park’s Valour &
Victory gathering for Indig-
enous Remembrance Day.

WIN BIG!

Guests applaud volunteer cook Chrystal Haverstock for preparing the dinner, recognized

by Al Howse as one of the night's key contributors. ANDREW HAWLITZKY

Warrack, who served the
army in Northern Ireland
before moving to Canada,
spoke about the cost of free-
dom and the importance
of remembering those who
made it possible.

“Without them, we
wouldn’t be here today.

REDISCOVER SOUNDS
YOU LOVE

And on an ongoing basis,
without our forces and our
peacekeepers, we wouldn’t
have the life that we live,
which is a very privileged
one. Sometimes we take it
for granted,” he said.
Earlier this year, Warrack
received the Meritorious

Service Cross for his anti-
human trafficking work.
He told guests his perspec-
tive on loss was shaped
by his time in conflict and
the friends and colleagues
killed in action.

He recalled the constant
danger he faced in Northern

Complete a hearing test for a
chance to win premium hearing
aids or a $100 gift card’!

Book a FREE hearing test

866-474-5701

Ireland and his decision to
start anew in Canada after
years under threat.

“I was in Northern Ireland
in the police. I was under
threat of assassination. A
major bank offered me a
job in Canada, so I left the
police and came here and
had a successful career,”’
said Warrack.

Now based in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, he continues
to advocate for veterans and
first responders through
his work raising funds for
service dogs through the
Canadian Veteran Service
Dog Unit that supports
those living with trauma
and post-traumatic stress.

“We take it for granted.
We hear about a fatal car
crash somewhere and don’t
realize what that actually
looks like, how the first
responder has to go home
after that and answer, ‘How
was your day, honey?’” he
said.

Legion Branch 124

president Al Howse said
the annual dinner is about
visibility and connection as
much as remembrance.

“It’s good for veterans
to get out sometimes,
especially the older ones.
And it’s good for them to be
seen with their medals and
have everyone recognize
what they’ve done,” said
Howse.

He added that such events
remind the town of what has
been won and what could
still be lost.

“I don’t think everybody
fully grasps what we have
and what we could have lost
and what we could still lose.
That’s why we do this, that’s
why we always remember,”
said Howse.

The dinner also served
as an early reflection of
what would follow days
later, as Niagara-on-the-
Lake marked another
Remembrance Day with
quiet reflection.

andrew@niagaranow.com
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First snow of season brings Frosty

Children didn’t waste
any time after the first
snow of the season on
Sunday to get out and
start playing. On Wagg
Road, two snowmen
were out greeting
passersby. PAIGE SEBURN
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NOTL remembers sacrifices of fallen soldiers
in Old Town and QQueenston ceremonies

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Roy MacLaren knows
the cost of serving one’s
country and the price often
paid for peace.

The former federal
minister served as a
peacekeeper in Hanoi,
Vietnam, in the late
1950s, between the French
withdrawal and the arrival
of American forces.

He said Canadians served
alongside Poles and Indians
in a coalition trying to
maintain peace.

“We didn’t succeed — we
had a war,” he said.

MacLaren was one
of many who attended
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
Remembrance Day
ceremony at the Queen
Street cenotaph on Tuesday,
in recognition of those
who were on the frontlines
of wars across the world,
including the First and
Second World Wars, in
which 1.7 million Canadians
fought.

Uniformed military
personnel, politicians and
residents gathered Tuesday
to remember people like
MacLaren — and the many
who are no longer here.

NOTL held two ceremo-
nies on a cold, windy day
— one on Queen Street in
Old Town and another at
Queenston — both follow-
ing a similar format. Each
included two minutes of
silence, a flag lowering, an
address by a local official
and a reading of “In Flan-
ders Fields” by air cadet

Crowds gather all around the clock tower cenotaph in Old Town to pay tribute to the
many NOTL soldiers who fought and died for our freedoms. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Avery Froese.

Froese, 17, said she had
been accepted into police
foundations programs at
Niagara and Mohawk col-
leges. She admitted feeling
nervous before reciting the
famous John McCrae poem,
but said the nerves faded
once she began.

“There were lots of
lessons on how to march,
learning how important
Remembrance Day is,
especially for those that
have fallen,” she said. “Even
though we don’t know
them, we know their stories
and we want to carry that
on.”

She was joined by fellow
17-year-old cadet Ethan
Epp, who hopes to study
engineering. He served in
the honour guard formation
at the cenotaph.

Both cadets have personal
connections to the day’s
meaning. Epp said his fam-

ily came from the Nether-
lands, while Froese’s family
fled Germany to avoid the
Nazis.

Royal Canadian Legion
president Al Howse, who
organized the Queen Street
ceremony, said he was
pleased with how it went.

“We always make little
mistakes that only we no-
tice,” he said with a laugh.
“But things are good.”

A military veteran and re-
cipient of the Silver Jubilee
Medal, Howse helped with
several domestic operations,
including the 1976 Montreal
Olympics and the 1998 Ice
Storm. He said he enjoys
meeting others who have
served.

“You always recognize
each other’s groups,” he
said. “Sometimes we don’t
talk about the military at
all. We just shake hands and
say, ‘Welcome, glad to see

999

you.

Remembrance Day
honours all of Canada’s
veterans, past and present
— including MacLaren’s
father, who served as
an artilleryman in the
First World War. He
fought in the Battle of
Passchendaele, where he
was badly wounded and
nearly joined the 16,000
Canadians killed there in
Belgium.

That war claimed 66,000
Canadian lives in total.
Another 42,000 died in the
Second World War, 516 in
Korea and 159 in Afghani-
stan.

MacLaren said he has
learned that peace can
come, but often at a heavy
cost.

“I was very happy to see
the eventual settlement in
Vietnam,” he said. “But it
took a long time and a lot of
lives.”

daniel@niagaranow.com
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Barrie Casement, Johyn Leman and Ken Hussey judging one of several entries in the Wonders of Wood's show on

Saturday, Nov. 8, which featured hundreds of wood carvings from some of Ontario’s artisans. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Carvers find fun an inspiration
at Wonders of Wood showcase

Andrew Hawlitzky
The Lake Report

Carvers from across
Ontario gathered at the
Niagara-on-the-Lake
Community Centre last
weekend for Wonders of
Wood, where intricate cre-
ations and heartfelt stories
revealed how carving con-
tinues to inspire creativity,
connection and healing
across generations.

Hosted by the Ontario
Wood Carver’s Asso-
ciation, the weekend event
drew artists and visitors
from as far as Durham and
Peterborough. Organizers
say the annual show, now
in its second year at the
community centre, high-
lights not just craftsman-
ship but the deep per-
sonal connections forged
through carving.

The hall was lined with
hundreds of pieces ranging
from lifelike wildlife fig-

ures to intricate miniatures.

“Wood carving gives
people a chance to express
artistic talent, to learn a
skill, to use their hands,
to get off the screen and
actually create something
of their own,” said Barry

Casement, vice president
of the Niagara Wood Carv-
ers Association.

He said the associa-
tion has been part of the
region’s arts scene for
decades, teaching children,
creating public art for hos-
pitals and regional build-
ings and keeping tradi-
tional techniques alive. But
membership has declined
since the pandemic.

“Our biggest problem is
getting members, getting
the public interested,” said
Casement. “People are too
busy working to afford to
live. They haven’t got the
spare time we had when
one job was enough.”

Despite challenges,
the spirit of the craft has
endured. This year’s show
saw record enthusiasm
from both participants and
visitors.

Among the winners was
adult member Carolina
Tapia, whose carving of an
Indigenous figure earned a
grand prize, and teen carv-
er Caitlyn Deakin, who
took home several awards
in the youth category.

Former Ontario Wood
Carvers president Murray
Lincoln, 81, travelled from

Peterborough to attend and
share his experiences from
his decades in the craft.
“I’ve been carving since
I was seven years old with
my grandpa,” said Lin-
coln. “Whenever I needed
therapy in life, I carved.
It’s a lifelong joy.”
Lincoln, owner of Misty
Hollow Carving Shop,
has taught hundreds of
students over the years
and said the art form can
profoundly change lives.
His display table fea-
tured one of his most
meaningful pieces — a
wooden greyhound carved
years ago by a man re-
covering from a massive
stroke, who Lincoln once
helped. The man’s family
later gave the carving to
Lincoln after his passing.
“He thought he was
worthless. I built him a
tool so he could carve,
and his first piece was
this greyhound dog. That
carving later won a ribbon
at the (Canadian National
Exhibition). It gave him
back his purpose,” said
Lincoln.
For some, carving has
helped ease trauma and
pain. Lincoln said his

“comfort birds,” small
carvings designed to fit in
the palm of a hand, have
brought peace to seniors,
children with autism and
veterans with post-trau-
matic stress.

John Molinaro, the
current president of the
Ontario Wood Carvers
Association, said the grow-
ing interest in hands-on
creativity is vital in the
digital age.

“This is a hand-done
hobby, and we need more
people to do hand work,”
said Molinaro. “There’s a
lot of computer stuff and
a lot of work with your
thumbs. We can use all
fingers.”

Organizers hope the
success of this year’s event
inspires new carvers to
join local clubs and that
the momentum could one
day lead to a national carv-
ing association.

Those interested in
learning to carve can
contact the Ontario Wood
Carvers Association
through its website and
connect with a nearby
club offering classes and
weekly sessions.

andrew@niagaranow.com
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Town settles with York Road property developer

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-Lake
is looking to settle a
dispute with a Niagara-
based homebuilder after
he appealed to allow for
specific exceptions to
development plans for his
property near Queenston.

The builder, Christopher
Adams of Newcastle
Communities, owns 2052
York Rd. and is looking
to build another house on
his property. In late July,
he applied for a minor
variance that would have
allowed him to increase
the building’s facade and
cut back the minimum lot
frontage.

A minor variance allows
a property owner an
exception to a town bylaw
if the change is considered
minor enough not to require
a zoning amendment.

The town’s committee
of adjustment denied the
request in September,
ruling that this change “is
not minor in nature” and
not appropriate for the
development of this land.

Adams appealed that
decision on Oct. 14, leading

Subject Lands

to council’s discussion on
Oct. 28.

Council chose to try and
settle to avoid a battle at
the Ontario Land Tribunal,
which some councillors
said would be costly and
difficult to win.

“It doesn’t make sense to
go to a hearing you can’t
win at,” said Lord Mayor
Gary Zalepa.

Staff gave the town
three options. The first
two involved using the
town’s legal counsel and an
external planner to either
defend the committee of
adjustment’s decision or
negotiate a settlement with
the applicant.

The third option involved
settling by accepting staff’s
recommendation to approve
the minor variances.

Council supported the
second option: negotiating
a settlement, which would
be presented to the Ontario

Land Tribunal.

Coun. Gary Burroughs,
however, argued they should
challenge the appeal.

I'm sure that the issue
of (the) huge cost of legal
defence will come up again
in discussions,” he said.

“But as I understand this
particular property ... the
applicant is recommending
60-foot lots and that is
just not anywhere in that
neighbourhood.”

Couns. Maria Mavridis
and Sandra O’Connor
agreed with Burroughs,
both saying the committee
made the right decision.

Council remained
divided. Coun. Wendy
Cheropita supported the
third option, saying while
she respects the committee
of adjustment, she would
prefer to go with staff’s
decision.

“We’d better have some,
enough facts and enough
evidence so that we are
actually going to win this,
which I don’t think we will,
given the evidence that staff
have put forward,” she said.

Cheropita later questioned
whether the town could
find an external planner to
mediate.

Coun. Adriana Vizzari

|
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asked about the costs of
each option.

Kirsten McCauley,
director of community and
development services, said
using only the town’s legal
services would be the least
expensive option.

“It is quite a bit more
expensive when you add an
external planning consultant
and you are adding the full
hearing,” McCauley said.

O’Connor said Adams
should have gone through a
different process.

“It would have been better
served to have gone through
re-zoning,” she said.

Local contractor Nicholas
Colaneri, who spoke at the
committee of adjustment
hearing, told The Lake
Report he disagreed with
council’s decision.

“They (council) chose
to settle, which was the
wrong decision,” he said. “I
can now do the same thing
and say, ‘Hey, hang on,
you can’t deny me because
you approved this one over
here.”

Christopher Adams
said, “We have not heard
from the town as of recent
and will likely await their
counsel to contact ours.”

daniel@niagaranow.com
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Feds give the NOTL Museum a $2M boost for its expansion plans

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The Niagara-on-the-Lake
Museum is getting a major
boost for its renovation and
expansion project, securing
$2 million from the Govern-
ment of Canada.

The funding announce-
ment on Wednesday was
celebrated at the museum on
Castlereagh Street, where
MPs Chris Bittle and Tony
Baldinelli attended the
event.

Bittle, a Liberal repre-
senting St. Catharines, and
Baldinelli, a Conservative
representing Niagara Falls,
which includes Niagara-
on-the-Lake, helped the
museum obtain the funding.

Baldinelli told The Lake
Report he wrote a letter of
support when the town for-
mally applied for the grant,
while Bittle helped secure
the funding as part of the
governing party.

“I was pleased to as-
sist,” said Baldinelli. “Not
only because I'm the local

NOTL Museum curator Sarah Kaufman says this $2 million funding was a long time
coming — efforts to secure the grant took well over a year. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

member of parliament but
because I believe in what
they’re doing here.”

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
said the event showed that
collaboration between par-
ties is possible.

“Everyone thinks that par-

tisanship is so tight, I see it
really work not only locally
— both parties work really
close together,” Zalepa said.
Museum CEO and curator
Sarah Kaufman became
emotional during her
remarks, saying the funding

vision to life.

Slumnptttogs sepiny com

We are remodeling experts!

Whether it's a stunning
kitchen, a spa-like bathroom,
or a functional, stylish
basement, we will bring your

Quality craftsmanship, modern
designs, and a hassle-free
experience. Let us make your
dream space a reality!

CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

Brandon Noel
oTec 905 - 325 - 2766

www.oldetownebuildingcompany.com

TRANSFORM
YOUR HOME

WITH OLDE TOWNE BUILDING CO.

Olde Towne

was a long time coming and
that she was grateful for the
support.

Kaufman told The Lake
Report the effort to secure
the grant took “well over a
year.”

“It was long,” she said

with a laugh. “It was a lot

of work for staff and for

our volunteers to get the
community funds where
they needed to be in order to
apply for the grant. The town
of NOTL’s funding is what
really put us over the edge.”

Town council approved
$500,000 in conditional
funding for the project in
July, contingent on the fed-
eral grant being approved.

The decision sparked
debate at the time, but
Coun. Andrew Niven, who
also serves on the museum’s
board, said it ultimately
showed “people cared.”

“It shows we made the
right decision,” said Niven.
Niven said he, Zalepa,

Kaufman, and museum
board president Susan May
Wery — who also attended
Wednesday’s event — met
with Bittle and Baldinelli
about eight months ago to
share their vision.

“Right away, it wasn’t a
question of ‘We’ll wait and
see.” It was like ‘How can
we help?”” he said.

Kaufman said she hopes

construction on the expan-
sion will begin next year,
but declined to provide fur-
ther details on the fundrais-
ing total.

The project will include
new gallery space, areas for
community programming
and educational activities,
upgraded collections storage
and an elevator to improve
accessibility between floors.

The museum has also
received major donations
from both for-profit and
non-profit organizations,
including $150,000 from the
RBC Foundation to sup-
port the elevator project and
$100,000 over five years
from the Rotary Club.

Kaufman said she expects
another $20,000 from the
Holiday House Tour event
on Dec. 7.

MPP Wayne Gates,
Zalepa, Couns. Wendy Che-
ropita and Gary Burroughs,
and Sean Simpson — owner
of two Simpson’s Pharma-
save locations and leader of
the fundraising campaign
— also attended the event.

daniel@niagaranow.com
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Senior planner leaving NOTL for Grimsby

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

After more than three
years at the helm of
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
development department,
Kirsten McCauley, the
director of community and
development services, is
departing from the town to
take on a new municipal
role a couple of towns over
in Grimsby.

The Town of NOTL
announced Friday that
McCauely’s last day in
her current role will be
Wednesday, Nov. 26. The
town has not yet named a
replacement.

“Niagara-on-the-Lake
is a wonderful place,”
McCauley said in a news
release. “I feel so lucky to
have been part of the town

and I have truly appreciated

the support from council

and the leadership team.”
In the release, the town

credited McCauley for her

part in driving forward mu-

nicipal projects such as the

o
A

Kirsten McCauley has spent the last three-and-a-half years
as the town'’s director of community and development
services and was praised for her professionalism. She is
moving on to Grimsby, and her last day is Nov. 26. FILE

development of a secondary
plan for Glendale, which
will determine the future of
the community’s devel-
opment, the town’s new
official plan, set to be final-
ized early next year, and
a review and expansion of
Old Town’s heritage conser-
vation district boundaries,
among other initiatives.

“I am proud of all the
work accomplished dur-
ing my time here, and I
know that the community
and development services
team will continue to do
great work and deliver on

Traditional Indian food
in the heart of NOTL

WEEKLY SPECIALS:

Samosa Chaat Tuesdays:
Our best selling app for $18 (reg. $24)

Wine Wednesdays:
50% off bottle of house wine (with meal)

Butter Chicken Thursdays:
A house favourite for $20 (Reg. $29)

Cocktail Fridays:

20z cocktails for $15

Full menu at auraonthelake.ca | 905-468-7222

*Specials may be subject to changes and cannot be combined with other offers.

council’s strategic plan,” she
said.

McCauley joined the
Town of NOTL in 2022
after a career of working
in the Niagara region and
Hamilton.

She worked as a planner
for the Township of West
Lincoln from 2003 to 2007,
then spent a decade with the
City of Hamilton, primarily
in community and recre-
ation planning.

She joined Niagara
Region in 2017, serving as
a senior planner focused on
secondary plans before join-

P
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Plus a great selection
of Canadian/Italian
dishes for the whole
family to enjoy!

ing the Town of NOTL in
March 2022, taking over the
role of director of communi-
ty and development services
from Craig Larmour.

Town staff praised
McCauley’s leadership and
teamwork.

“Her professionalism,
collaborative approach,
and passion for community
development have
elevated our planning and
development services and
set a strong foundation
for the future,” said chief
administrative officer Nick
Ruller in the release.

“She will be greatly
missed, both personally and
professionally.”

The director of
community and
development services is
a senior position within
the town’s administration.
The department advises
council on building,
alteration and development
in the community, and
understands related policies,
bylaws, agreements and
permits.

daniel@niagaranow.com

Itis with heavy hearts that we share the passing of
Dr. Glenn Wicks, one of our valued doctors and a cherished
member of our team. Our thoughts and prayers are with his
wife, Dr. Judy Wicks who is also a beloved part of our office.
We kindly ask for your patience, understanding and respect
as we grieve together. @

L1y

DR HOPKINS & ASSOCIATES
OPTOMETRY

Sight for Life

NOTL: 905-468-8002 | 358 Mary St.
St. Catharines: 905-682-9119 | 8 Secord Dr.
www.theeyedoc.ca

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

Lake Report

PLEDGE IT

Pledge your support for The Lake Report,
your trusted, award-winning source for NOTL news

The Lake Report’s Pledge It campaign
has two main components:

1. Pledge a recurring annual donation
to support journalism in NOTL.

2. Pledge an endowment to the paper so your
dedication continues to have a positive impact
on the community after you are gone.

What your pledge supports:

« Original, independent civic journalism

« Holding our elected leaders accountable

- Charities and local non-profit organizations
« Local artists and arts organizations

« Local businesses and entrepreneurs

- Families in our community
« Preserving NOTL's history
- Historic organizations

B35

Pledge your annual donation at
www.lakereport.ca/donate-today

Contact us at editor@niagaranow.com
to let us know of endowment plans
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Farmer threatens town over flooding tied to municipal drain

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Repeated flooding on a
Niagara-on-the-Lake farm
has pushed grower Michael
Watson to give the Town of
NOTL an ultimatum.

After offering the town
an Oct. 31 deadline to
outline concrete steps to
fix the problem, warning
he’d take legal action if it
didn’t, he’s now giving it
until Nov. 30 to provide a
full report before he files a
formal information request
and takes the first steps in
opening up what could be a
lawsuit.

Watson says the flooding
on his farm happens
because water from west
of Concession 4 is running
into the Szockyj drain,
although it’s not supposed
to.

The town says those areas
were built to drain the other
way — toward storm ponds,
not into the drain.

But major flooding hit
Watson’s property twice in
2024, he said: on Jan. 26
and July 10.

It damaged hundreds of
young peach trees, about
20 to 30 per cent of his
greenhouse production
area and a third-party truck
with electronics inside, and
caused lasting humidity
problems.

Watson estimates five to
ten acres of orchard and

field production space,
plus two acres of “critical
infrastructure, such as
loading docks and parking
area,” have been affected.

“We want the water
entering the Szockyji drain
— that should not be — to
be redirected, as it should
be. Not to flood our farms,”
he told The Lake Report.

He’s asking the town to
provide a detailed report
by Nov. 30 — covering all
correspondence, meetings,
inspections, surveys and
maintenance related to the
Szockyj drain since Janu-
ary 2024 — warning that
if it doesn’t, he’ll file an ex-
tensive Municipal Freedom
of Information and Protec-
tion of Privacy Act request
to obtain those records,
noting he’d pursue other
legal remedies, including
a statement of claim, if the
issue wasn’t solved after
Dec. 1.

Watson said he’s still
figuring out how much
damage the flooding did in
financial terms. He added
that he held off on planting
specialty crops this year
until the situation with the
drain is resolved.

The town is aware of
“isolated flooding events”
connected to the drain
“during severe weather
occurrences,” said Darren
MacKenzie, the town’s act-
ing director of public works
and infrastructure.

Staff reviewed drainage

Farmer Michael Watson stands

-
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knee-deep in water in his farm'’s loading dock,

demonstrating how storm runoff overwhelms the drainage system during heavy rainfall.
The flooding, he says, has repeatedly damaged his crops and equipment. PAIGE SEBURN

patterns and stormwater
infrastructure in the area
after rain, storm and melt
events in 2024 led nearby
residents to raise concerns.

Several solutions were
studied, including both
piped and open-ditch
options, but only a piped
system was found to be
“technically viable,” said
MacKenzie.

Alternative connections
are still being investigated
by staff, “including through
existing storm infrastruc-
ture along Loretta Drive,” to
see if rerouting is possible,
“without contravening wa-
tershed boundaries outlined
in the 2005 report.”

In Watson’s Oct. 29 email
addressed to the town’s

irrigation and drainage
superintendent, Brandon
Enns, he said town staff
had discussed several
costly options to redirect
water.

However, an implementa-
tion timeline for the latest
solution proposed “was not
something you were able to
commit to as of yesterday,”
he wrote.

“Therefore, I am going
to provide you dates that I
am prepared to commit to,
regarding my next steps.”

It was then that he gave
staff the Oct. 31 and Nov.
30 deadlines for action.

Watson said he met with
Enns several times and had
three meetings with staff
at town offices between

February 2024 and this
past August.

Issuing a cease-and-
desist notice over email to
Enns on Feb. 13 — to stop
directing waters from the
subdivision into the west
lateral of the Szockyj drain
— Watson then agreed on
March 20 to hold off until
the end of November, as
Enns and his colleagues
had committed to finding a
solution during their meet-
ing that day.

MacKenzie said staff
looked at engineering
drawings, design briefs and
the 2005 Szockyj drain
engineer’s report “to better
understand flow patterns
and identify potential con-
tributing factors.”

It determined that water
from the developed lands
west of Concession 4 was
designed to drain westward
toward storm ponds, rather
than into the Szockyj drain.

The town also hired
engineering consultant K.
Smart Associates to reassess
the 2005 report and evaluate
options for redirecting
water.

Watson said he’s tried
to stay patient through
years of meetings and
correspondence with town
staff.

“Like many farmers
in Niagara-on-the-Lake
— who invest their time
and equity so others will
have food security (and)
endure many challenges
and obstacles, striving to be
successful — I recognize
stress that farming can
deliver to some,” he said,
calling the stress “often a
silent killer in our industry.”

“I am not happy having
to take a legal approach,
but I am certain justice will
prevail — eventually.”

The town said it inspects
and maintains the drain and
communicates “regularly”
with affected landowners
“as part of routine
maintenance,” MacKenzie
said.

“Staff remain in contact
with drainage consultants to
determine next steps, which
may include updating the
engineer’s report.”

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com
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Tues. December 2 at 7 p.m.
Club Italia, 2525 Montrose Rd.
Niagara Falls

905-468-3255

Pre-registration necessary
Livestream available at 6:45p.m.
Facebook.com/morseandson
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Support Workshop
with Community Doula Maggie Morris

Wed. December 17*" 1-3 p.m.
Morse & Son Event Centre, 5929 Main St. N.F.

Call to Register 905-468-3255

Advertising inquiries?
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Town pauses heritage designation of homes

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

After two Old Town
residents found themselves
in a bind with their
insurance companies
while looking to officially
make their homes heritage
properties, the town is
freezing the designation of
their homes.

Niagara-on-the-Lake
council voted last Thursday
to pause the heritage
designation of two dock
area properties after
homeowners Barbara
Worthy and Jim Reynolds
spoke to council about how
their insurance companies
were looking to hike
their premiums because
their properties would
be designated as heritage
homes.

Worthy, who came to
council speaking about her
property at 116 Delater St.,
questioned why individual
homeowners must “bear the
brunt” of heritage ownership.

Barbara Worthy talks
about problems with the
insurance industry and
heritage homes.

DAN SMEENK

“I support heritage,”
she said, noting her role
as community engage-
ment co-ordinator at the
NOTL Museum. “It’s kind
of strange that I have to be
here challenging this.”
The discussion followed a
municipal heritage com-
mittee report from Oct.
1 recommending that the
properties be designated.

STy
i

Council told staff to look
into insurance rate impacts
and report their findings to
both the municipal heritage
committee and council.

Reynolds said his
insurance premiums with
Intact Insurance rose
sharply after he and his
wife merely inquired about
designation for his property
at 120 Delater St.

“I think they’re looking
for ways to shed as much
risk as possible,” Reynolds
told council, speaking about
the insurance companies.
“Things are evolving
quickly in the area of
insurance.”

He added that 112 Delater
St., owned by Bruce Howard
and Andrew Cardarelli, was
also slated for designation,
but the owners withdrew
after being told they would
lose coverage.

Reynolds supported
investigating insurance
company practices and
suspending heritage
designations if no affordable
insurance options exist.

“We don’t want to see
the concept of heritage
designation sullied by
putting property owners
in an impossible financial
bind,” he said. “An
uninsured property is
worthless property.”

Worthy said her insurer
told her she would not
have “adequate insurance,”
offering only coverage for
the home’s “cash value with
depreciation.”

“They had very little
knowledge about their own
policies,” she said. “That
was very disturbing.”

Council members
expressed support for the
homeowners. Coun. Wendy
Cheropita thanked them for
sharing their experiences.

“I'm glad the delegations
have come forward tonight,”
she said, “because this is
information we didn’t have
before.”

Cheropita also praised
the homeowners for their
commitment to heritage
preservation.

daniel@niagaranow.com
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NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION,
Nl 8%(§}Lal(e OPEN HOUSE AND PUBLIC MEETING

What: Notice of Complete Application, Open House and Public Meeting for a Zoning By-law Amendment to apply a Holding
(H) Symbol (under Sections 34 and 36 of the Planning Act, R.S.0. 1990, c. P.13, as amended).
When: Open House: Monday, November 24, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.

Public Meeting: Tuesday, December 2, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.

Where: Open House: Electronically via the directions below
Public Meeting: In-person at the Town Hall, Council Chambers, 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil, or electronically via the directions below

Regarding: File No. ZBA-25-2025 - 46 Paxton Lane, Niagara-on-the-Lake

What is this?

An application has been received for a Zoning By-law Amendment on the
subject lands (see location map), identified as Block 18 within of the Draft Plan
of Subdivision known as The Settlement at St. Davids (Extension). The Draft Plan
of Subdivision was approved by the Ontario Municipal Board (now Ontario Land
Tribunal) on August 16, 2013 (Case PL130165).

The application proposes to amend the “Open Space (0S-14) Site-Specific Zone”
on Block 18 to include a “Holding (H)” symbol to preclude any development from
occurring within Block 18, until such time as a development application for the
lands has been approved and a clearance letter from the Ministry of Citizenship
and Multiculturalism has been issued confirming that the site has been cleared of
archaeological potential.

The application is related to the concurrent request to Modify the Approved Draft
Plan of Subdivision on the subject lands (Town File No. 26T-18-25-02), which,
among other modifications, proposes to remove the Condition of Draft Plan
Approval requiring the conveyance of Block 18 to the Town for the protection of
archaeological resources. The applicant would retain ownership of Block 18 for
future development, upon removal of the proposed “Holding (H)” symbol.

Dialogue is encouraged:
You are invited to attend the Open House and Public Meeting to gather information and provide input regarding this matter.

Town Hall is open for the public to register in advance to attend Committee of the Whole and Council Meetings, including Public Meetings,
in-person. Alternatively, the public will continue to have the option to register in advance to participate electronically.

The Open House will continue to be held electronically at this time.

If you wish to participate electronically at the Open House or Public Meeting, you must register in advance with the Town Staff noted below. You will
receive an email on the date of the meeting with instructions to connect to the Open House and/or Public Meeting on your computer, tablet or telephone.

« Open House - Connor Maclsaac (connor.macisaac@notl.com or 905-468-3266 ext. 313)
(register as soon as possible but prior to 12 noon on Monday, November, 24 2025)
« Public Meeting - Clerks Department (clerks@notl.com or 905-468-3266)
(register as soon as possible but prior to 12 noon on Monday, December 1, 2025)
If you wish to attend the Public Meeting in-person, registration with the Clerk is appreciated.

If you wish to view the Open House and/or Public Meeting for information purposes, registration is not required. The meetings will be recorded and
available for viewing after the meetings on the Town’s website at https://www.notl.com/council-government/mayor-

council/meetings-agendas-minutes

Please Note: Written comments on the application are encouraged and must be submitted to the Town Clerk, at 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, P.O. Box
100, Virgil, ON LOS 1T0 or via email at clerks@notl.com referencing the above file numbers. Unless indicated otherwise, all submissions, including
personal information, will become part of the public record.

For more information:

A copy of the application and supporting documents for the proposal may be obtained on the Town’s website at
https://www.notl.com/business-development/public-planning-notices, or at the Community and Development Services Department within Town Hall.

Please contact Connor Maclsaac, Planner Il, at 905-468-6430 or via email at connor.macisaac@notl.com if additional information is required.

If you wish to be notified of the future decision with respect to the application, you must submit a written request to the Town Clerk including your
name and the address to which such notice should be sent.

If a person or public body does not share their views in writing to the Town Clerk or orally at a statutory Public Meeting before a decision is made, the
person/public body:

a) Is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake to the Ontario Land Tribunal; and

b) May not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Land Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are
reasonable grounds to do so.

Please note that third party appeals are restricted for this application as per Bill 185, Cutting Red Tape to Build More Homes Act, 2024. Planning Act
appeals may be filed by the applicant, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, a “specified person” (as defined by the Planning Act 1(1)), and any
“public body” (as defined by the Planning Act 1(1)).

Dated at the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, November 13, 2025
Grant Bivol, Town Clerk
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Mini-model maker Leslie
Mann holds his model
of the Royal George
Theatre.

DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Why NOTL has a math
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Garth Turner
Columnist

Most of us wouldn’t live
beside a 55,000-square-foot
industrial building or a busy
four-storey hotel and event
venue. So expect change in
the Old Town.

Once the Shaw finishes
erecting its trophy on Vic-
toria and Benny Marotta’s
Parliament Oak Hotel rises
on an entire block facing
King Street, odds are high
all but a few neighbour-
ing places will be houses
no more. Rather, they’ll be
ghost rentals. And why not?
Our town is what Airbnb
dreams are made of.

As mentioned here before,
NOTL is one of the few
burgs in the nation allow-
ing (and encouraging) the
conversion of residential
housing into “unhosted”
short-term rentals. Yup,
little hotels nobody actually
lives in. They’re for the nice
folks from Albany, Dear-
born and Toledo.

In godless Toronto, by
way of contrast, Airbnbs
only happen in principal
residences. B.C. has a simi-
lar rule covering almost the
entire province. In Mon-
treal, nobody can rent out
a room or a house beyond
summer.

But here? Nah. Go ahead.

Opinion
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One in 10 Old Town houses is a ghost rental and more may
be coming, thanks to the Airbnb lobby. GARTH TURNER

You're good. In fact, a
freeze on new rentals has
just been lifted.

That’s prompted more
debate. A certain crusty col-
umnist has taken shrapnel in
the crossfire for suggesting
houses should be for fami-
lies, not Trump refugees.

“As former minister of
national revenue, Turner
should have a good finan-
cial sense and understand
the economics of owning
a home and why long-term
rentals are scarce — and
why short-term rentals
make sense in a town like
ours,” says Jason Clements.

Besides being snooty,
he’s a realtor, the owner
(with spouse) of a local
property management com-
pany for short-term rentals,
a former B&B operator,
marketing guy for the local
industry and part of the
town’s advisory board on
this hoary issue.

So, Jason, school me.

“Let’s start with the
math,” he says. “The aver-
age home price in Niagara-
on-the-Lake is about $1.2
million. The mortgage pay-
ment alone would exceed

BLACK (Las) FRIDAY
ALL NOVEMBER LONG!

60% OFF

SHUTTERS, ROLLER & ZEBRA BLINDS
FREE INSTALL OVER 999%!

7

Furmiture, Draperies and Blinds

$4,000 per month, with
another $1,000 for property
taxes and roughly $300 for
insurance. That’s before
considering maintenance,
utilities, or a down payment
easily exceeding $200,000.”

“A landlord renting that
same home for $3,000 a
month would lose money.
And they must still account
for vacancies, repairs and
the risks of Ontario’s heav-
ily one-sided Landlord and
Tenant Act. The numbers
simply don’t work. So when
critics point to high rents
and claim property owners
are greedy, they overlook
the real issue: it’s expensive
to own a home here.”

You bet, so turning a
house into a commercial
enterprise is far more profit-
able than renting it out to a
couple, their kid and golden
retriever. In a world that’s
all about money, it makes
perfect sense.

But it’s also true that by
embracing unhosted rentals
the town has increased the
market value of properties
— making them too costly
to rent to that family.

But wait, says Jason. This

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE
CALL TODAY!

905-227-4555

. PROUD SPONSOR OF THE HUMANE SOCIETY

roblem

is a tourist town. Always
has been. Always will be.
It’s why we have a vibrant
economy, so suck it up.

“Anyone moving to Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake should
understand what kind of
community they’re join-
ing. Just as those who live
in the rural areas accept
the sounds of bird bangers
during harvest season,
residents in town should
recognize that NOTL is
— and always has been —
a tourist community.”

Bird bangers equal tour-
ists. He said it, not me.

But phooey, counters Bob
Bader.

He’s a longtime passionate
foe of uber-development,
tree massacres and all
things Marotta — as well as
short-term rentals. Already,
he says, 10 per cent of the
entire Old Town housing
stock has been consumed
by folks like Jason. And
the town just made it worse
after a confusing meeting
that lifted the freeze and
bowed to the Airbnb cartel.

“By the time this gets
around to another deci-
sion, maybe 20 per cent of
housing in Old Town will be
short-term rentals,” Bader
said in his very paper last
week, “...a great way to deal
with the housing crisis and
keep the full-time residents
of NOTL happy.”

Meanwhile the construc-
tion at Parliament Oak con-
tinues. What was a school
will be a ballroom. But
that’s OK. No kids left.

Garth Turner is a NOTL
resident, journalist, author,
wealth manager and former
federal MP and minister.

garth@garth.ca
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Press pause on school boundary change

The following letter was
sent to the members of
the District School Board
of Niagara. A copy was
forwarded to The Lake
Report for publication.

Dear members of the
District School Board of
Niagara,

Thank you for your recent
communication outlining
the process and rationale
behind the boundary change
affecting students at St.
Davids and Crossroads
public schools.

However, we must express
our profound concern
and disappointment with
both the manner and the
accelerated timeline in
which this significant
decision was made.

It is difficult to
comprehend how a decision
with such profound
implications for the mental
health and well-being of
growing children could
be executed in such a
compressed time frame.

As documented in school
communications, St. Davids
Public School families were
first informed on Oct. 7
that information regarding
solutions to overcrowding
would be made available
on Oct. 20, via a report
presented at the board’s
program and planning
committee meeting.

Critically, this meeting
was not a public forum
for input, and the bound-
ary change was approved
by the committee without
any meaningful consulta-
tion with the community
that would be most directly
and significantly affected,

Portables sit outside St. Davids Public School, where
enrolment continues to exceed capacity. FILE

namely, the families of
Niagara on the Green.

Within a span of just two
to three weeks, the lives
and daily realities of many
children and families were
upended by a decision made
without their voices being
heard.

The abruptness of this
process left families with
no real opportunity to
share their perspectives,
raise concerns, or partici-
pate in shaping a solution
that directly impacts their
children’s educational
experience and sense of
belonging.

As a result, many feel
that a major change has
been imposed upon them,
rather than developed with
them. Further, the way this
boundary change has been
rolled out by the Board
has left many Niagara on
the Green students feeling
as though they are being
kicked out or excluded from
St. Davids Public School.

This perception is deeply
troubling and could have
been avoided. If there

had been an opportunity
for genuine consultation
and open discussion with
the community from the
outset, the messaging and
transition could have been
handled with much greater
sensitivity and care, reduc-
ing anxiety and fostering
a sense of inclusion rather
than exclusion.

The board’s current ap-
proach appears to prioritize
operational expediency
over the holistic needs of
students.

The practice of imple-
menting boundary changes
first and dealing with
transition challenges only
after the fact is, in our view,
fundamentally unethical. It
disregards the emotional,
social, and academic im-
pacts such abrupt transitions
can have on children, and
places undue stress on fami-
lies who must scramble to
adapt to new circumstances
with little notice or support.

There is a critical need
for a clear, robust policy,
or an immediate update to
existing policy, requiring

that any boundary change
proposal affecting large
numbers of families, and
especially young children,
must be accompanied by a
comprehensive transition
plan.

This plan should be
developed in collaboration
with the affected
community, incorporating
their feedback and
addressing their concerns
before any final decision is
made.

Only through such a
process can the board
fulfill its ethical and legal
obligation to serve the best
interests of its students.

We respectfully request
that the board suspend or
pause the implementation
of this boundary change,
engage in genuine consulta-
tion with the Niagara on
the Green community, and
then commit to developing
a transition plan in part-
nership with those most
affected before any such
changes are approved and
realized.

We urge the board to
recognize that decisions of
this magnitude must not be
made in isolation or haste.
The well-being of children,
the stability of families
and the integrity of the
educational process all
demand a more thoughtful,
inclusive, and transparent
approach.

Thank you for your
attention to these urgent
concerns.

Priya Litt
(on behalf of the Niagara
on the Green community)
Glendale

Thanks for supporting our pumpkin patch

Dear editor:

Thank you to everyone
that bought pumpkins from
our wagon on Concession
7. We had a great crop this
year with lots of beautiful
pumpkins.

Your kind generosity
raised $3,500. All proceeds
will be shared between
McMaster Children’s
Hospital and Ronald
McDonald House.

Thank you for your
support!

Reid & Gabrielle,
Brook & Brandon,
Peg & Steve Watson
NOTL

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style.
Category: VEHICLES

This Tesla load-hauling
vehicle has invited DelLorean
comparisons with its angular,

stainless steel body.

Last issue category: “BAD” LANGUAGE

Clue: This racquet sport developed after British
Army officers played a game called poona in
India in the 1860s.

Answer: What is badminton?
Answered first by: Sue Rautenberg

Also answered correctly (in order) by:

Lynda Collet, Bob Wheatley, Jane Morris,

Jane Andersen, Jesse Agnew, Jim Dandy, Jeff Lake,
Wade Durling, Claudia Grimwood, Kimberly Amaral,
Susan Dewar, David Spencer, Tuija Johansson,

Katie Reimer, Catherine Clarke, Daniel Smith,

Marla Percy, Rob Hutchison

Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com,
with your name, for a chance to win

a $25 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week.
(Subject line: Riddle me this)

*REMEMBER TO PUT “WHAT IS” FOR JEOPARDY
QUESTIONS!

Love games? Join us for fun events every
week at the Irish Harp Pub.
Details at www.theirishharppub.com

*

+
+
- CLEANING
MATE ‘ Always there
- for you

Residential Housecleaning Services

O General Liability 0 Free Estimates

CALL 289-213-0673

or book online at mycleaningmate.com

Scott Davidson, M.E.

RR3 750 | st Line

Cell: 905-933-3974

allspark.scott@gmail com

Pincirical Contracioe

FRegistraton dgency
2Cl License No.

D 7010341

Residential, Commercial
and Industrial Automation

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Email us.

konzelmann

estate winery

Wine’s fizzy little cousin.

Introducing Juci! a bright and bubbly Peach Spritz that strikes the perfect
balance of juicy sweetness and refreshing fizz. Lower in alcohol but big
on flavour, Juci! is your go to from sun up to sun down. Only $3.95 / can.
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An ode to those who've given everything to their country

Brian Marshall
Columnist

I have a Remembrance
Day tradition, which began
a long time ago and half a
continent away.

I was a guest in a
gathering at the home of a
Canadian veteran who had
been disabled by a gunshot
wound suffered during his
tour as a peacekeeper in
Cyprus.

Back in those days, for
some inexplicable reason,
the bureaucrats in Vet-
erans Affairs considered
a gunshot wound taken
during peacekeeping “dif-
ferent” than the same
injury occurring during a
war and that difference re-
sulted in reduced disability
benefits and services.

Now, one would think
that the running battle with
Veterans Affairs may have
made this man bitter — and
he was — but only toward
the faceless bureaucrats in

Ottawa.

You see, he was immense-
ly proud of his regiment, his
years in the military and the
country he served.

And this pride was
equally reflected in those
attending the gathering —
all of whom were career
soldiers.

As the evening pro-
gressed and the whisky
flowed, the conversa-
tion turned to reminisc-
ing about tours they had
served, missions they had
accomplished, those they
had served with and those
soldiers who had given
their health — sometimes
their lives — “standing on
guard” for their country.

By the time that gather-
ing ended in the very wee
hours of the morning, I car-
ried from it an ode written
about those soldiers and all
the others like them I had

On Nov. 11, Brian Marshall remembers those lost.

known.

So, on every Nov. 11 since
that day, I have shared the
evening with a bottle of
whisky, those memories and
the words that were written
down that evening.

It is not a great (or even
passably good) composition
but every soldier who has
read the words has asked for
a copy.

Somehow, despite the
flaws, it speaks to a shared
experience and honours
the sacrifice of those who
served.

Remember through your
words and actions those
who have given much — or
given all — for this country
and our way of life. They
have left it in your hands.

Brian Marshall is a
NOTL realtor, author
and expert consultant
on architectural design,
restoration and heritage.

Amber Teardrops

Still whisky in the bottle
Enough to fill a glass

And raise it to the images

That stare out of the past

The black of night beginning
Cause sunset’s come at last
The soldier salutes everyone
Who’s walked the iron path
For a hero is just someone
Who doesn’t count the cost
And in the trackless wilderness
Has met and loved and lost
With open arms embraced the ice
That fear knifes in your heart
And hell is just another place
In which their loved ones fought
So raise another glass and toast
The mirror’s empty eyes

A reflection can mean nothing
It can be chock full of lies

Or a picture can be everything
Can say a million words
Depends on who is looking
And what the watcher’s heard.
There is a crystal moment

A boy becomes a man

It isn’t tween her silken thighs
Nor a gun placed in his hand

It isn’t when he kills a man
Nor facing nightmare’s rage
It’s in the second realized
Survivors love not hate

While there isn’t any silence
When the reaper comes to call

There never is an enemy

That isn’t fully mourned

You cannot fight the battle

Until you know the man

You cannot leave the dead behind
You hold them in your hands
How many empty chairs are there
How many folded flags

How many children’s fathers gone
How many absent wives

How many times a man can’t count
How many lives been spent

How many names are carved in stone
Too many of whom went.

Love your enemy as yourself
Cause one of you will die

And he who knows the other best
Is likely to survive

It’s those that draw another breath
Pour whisky in their glass

And offer amber teardrops up

To all of those who passed

But know you this my brothers

I’d never change my life

Cause everyone I've loved who’s gone
I carry in my mind

There’s joy inside the sadness
And a smile within the tears
Every one a hero

Remembered as a saint.

Still whisky in my bottle

So I'll pour another glass

And offer amber teardrops up

To all of those who’ve passed.

)

Darcy Price CPA
Professsional
Corporation

Warnren

Mrformance

SALES & SERVICE

1627 Niagara Stone Rd., Unit B2, Virgil

905-468-5300

Monday to Friday, 9 a.m.to 5 p.m.

RENOVATIONS

905.468.2127

PLUMBING, HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING

HUSTLER
905-468-9735
901 East/West Line, NOTL

*Accounting *Canadian-U.S. Taxation *Business Services
Formerly Lida Kowal Professional Corporation

Perspectives
NOTL Arts Collective Group Show
Oct 16-Nov 30, 2025

Walker Room / COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL\

ENTERPRISES

CUSTOM DECKS, FENCES, SHEDS, PERGOLAS,

Additions SERVING THE NIAGARA GAZEBOS AND HOME RENOVATIONS
zenogaf:zns REGION 247 Ricardo St, NOTL 2506060500

ew builds niagarapumphouse.ca/ Rl .
Finished Basements Cell: 905-380-4264 exrﬁ"bitioF;S P niagararce@yahoo.com @ f
Kitchens/Bathrooms  www.lakeriverhomes.ca |

www.nrce.ca
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Hearing Care

amplifon &

WI N B I G I REDISCOVER SOUNDS
°

YOU LOVE
Complete a hearing test for a chance
/ to win premium hearing aids
( ' or a $100 gift card’!

GRACE UNITED
CHURCH

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, ONTARIO
222 VICTORIA ST. 905-468-4044

RENT MY HUSBAND
in Niagara-on-the-Lake

See what he can do for you at:
www.rentmyhusband-notl.com

Or call me, Marion (905) 321-5776

Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
www.graceunitedchurch.com
Our 202" anniversary | 1823-2025

Book a FREE hearing test
866-474-5701
*See clinic for full details. Cannot be combined with other offers. Offer open October 1 - December 31,
2025. Must complete a free hearing test to be eligible to enter. Three monthly winners per prize.

Prizes not exchangeable or redeemable for cash.
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participate every year, and
we must not take big and

2

me that so many Aussies
have served side by side

Perhaps they should start calling it “poppy love’

ROSS'S RAMBLINGS

Ross Robinson
Columnist

The red poppy was
made famous by Colonel
John McCrae’s poem “In
Flanders Fields” way back
during the First World War.
It is loved so much by so
many people.. And not just
Canadians.

Earlier this month, I spent
several hours distributing
poppies in front of the
LCBO and the Valumart
(I know, I know, the
Independent), on Queen
Street in Old Town. Many
other locals were involved,
and in general, the weather
co-operated this year.

Apparently, poppies have
been worn in Canada since
1921, and poppy proceeds
support programs of the
Royal Canadian Legion.
Volunteers at branches
across our spacious nation

national efforts like this for
granted.

Especially in our current
world, seemingly so divided
and torn over so many
issues, it was gratifying
to learn that love for the
poppy is universal. There is
such affection and warmth
regarding the wee red
flower with the black dot
in the middle. People from
many countries stopped by
to make a donation and get
their poppy.

A surprising number had
a short personal vignette to
share with me. Often about
a family member who had
served. Or is serving now.
During my time on “poppy
duty,” not one person, of
any age or with any accent,
shared a negative thought.
It was totally love, affection
and fondness around the
poppy.

How gratifying to learn
there is something upon
which we all seem to agree.
We should call it “poppy
love.”

But led by social media
and other news channels
that influence our thinking
today, even the poppy
has been forced into the
limelight this week. Is

Peter Wright helps arrange poppies on the lawn of the NOTL Museum. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

nothing sacred?

As is my habit, I have
rambled into this issue.
Some Canadian court
officials have supported
“the discretionary power
of judges to ban legal staff
from wearing poppies on
their clothing.”

So I will ask again, “Is
nothing sacred any longer?”
Just what is the relevance of
the poppy?

My poppy research took
me to an article by Jamie
Sarkonak in the National
Post dated Nov. 8, 2025. 1
quote her lead paragraph:

“The poppy is a symbol

of remembrance that’s
supposed to transcend
political tiffs, honouring
those who sacrificed their
lives to ensure Canada’s
continued existence.

And yet, to some judges

in the country, it’s now
considered so political that
it must be banned from the
courtroom.”

Thankfully, some sanity
seems to have entered the
conversation. A spokesman
for Ontario Attorney
General Doug Downey
told the National Post that

poppies should be permitted
to be worn no matter where
you are in Ontario —
including in courtrooms.”

Nothing should surprise
us anymore, but legislation
was passed in 2021 to
protect workers’ rights to
wear poppies.

Please bear with me as I
ramble again about public
reaction to the poppy here
in NOTL.

Many young children
appeared charmed when
their mom or dad gave them
a poppy. A middle-aged
Australian bloke reminded

with Canadians.

A couple from India
donated more than
enough for two poppies,
to remember our veterans
for military service back
in their country during the
Second World War. And for
peacekeeping efforts more
recently.

Let’s remember here that
Canada’s former prime
minister Lester Bowles
Pearson was awarded a
Nobel Prize for peace
in 1957, for his efforts
with the United Nation
Peacekeeping Force to
solve the Suez Crisis.

My wandering mind had
me humming, “And they call
it puppy love.” This led to
“And they call it poppy love.”

We Canadians never miss
an opportunity to remind
people that Ottawa’s own
Paul Anka had a massive hit
with this song in 1960. He
apparently wrote it while
thinking about Mouseketeer
Annette Funicello.

Still with me? How about
another factoid I learned
this week? Dolly Parton
wrote this much-loved song
in 1959, when she was only
13 years old.

rossrocket9@gmail.com

Is this town council’s ‘final answer’

BOTTOM LINE

Steve McGuinness
Columnist

The town’s budget office
recently unveiled its initial
2026 base budget proposal,
which must be finalized by
Dec. 3. Councillors have
until Nov. 17 to propose
amendments.

This new budget process
is more compressed and ac-
celerated than in prior years.
This change was imposed
on May 1 when the province
conferred strong mayor
powers on our town without
voter consent. It consoli-
dates and vests power in a
small cabal of town treasury
staff, plus the CAO, lord
mayor and deputy lord
mayor.

Last week, in the article
“Town aims to keep 2026
tax hike low at 1.81 per

cent,” Lord Mayor Gary
Zalepa, while expressing

a preference for govern-
ing collaboratively, refused
to rule out using his veto
power. His comments are
puzzling.

There will be a full open
council meeting where
any proposed amendments
will be voted up or down
on a simple majority basis.
The one-on-one backroom
meetings he proposed with
councillors are unnecessary.

We will know with
certainty whether council
consensus in favour of any
amendments coalesces
before the eight-day mayor
veto period begins. Amend-
ments would only be open
to veto if they pass council
on a greater than 50 per cent
basis.

The base budget is flawed
in many respects. First,
it fails to bring spending
levels back into line with
general price inflation and
fails to generate sufficient
new revenues to balance
against a seven per cent
expense hike.

Second, one-time reserve
releases from surplus are
used to artificially reduce
the property tax increase

In the words of Regis
Philbin, Steve McGuinness
asks council, “Is that your
final answer?” SOURCED

down to 1.81 per cent. This
creative financial engineer-
ing is manipulative and
unsustainable beyond the
upcoming election year.

Are incumbent council-
lors supporting this sleight
of hand to enhance their re-
election chances, gambling
on our gullibility, to buy
votes?

Third, the rate of increase
in the current operating ac-
count transfer to the capital
account is shrinking, rela-
tive to prior years. For the
first three years of this term,
council claimed to have

inherited an infrastructure
deficit necessitating steep
tax hikes.

But these hefty increases
have, in fact, proven un-
necessary. We’ve actually
experienced favourable un-
budgeted non-tax revenues
to pad our surplus.

So, suddenly, the budget
office is now dramatically
reversing course, raiding
that surplus to minimize
this year’s tax increase.

Municipal accommoda-
tion tax (MAT) revenues
(the room taxes paid by
tourists) are still not being
optimized to fund capital
improvements. They could
alternatively, for example,
seed construction of an
indoor pool. There is also
room to hike our four per
cent MAT rate upwards
toward the Toronto rate
(temporarily hiked from
six to 8.5 per cent). Finally,
there’s our fair share of
new municipal infrastruc-
ture funding commitments
announced in last week’s
federal budget, which are
unbudgeted.

Fourth, the budget
squanders an opportunity to
generate additional plan-
ning application fees by

unlocking full-cost recovery
pricing.

Instead of meeting this
Planning Act requirement
full on, council hedges by
capping the increases at av-
erages charged in surround-
ing municipalities. This
cap, ostensibly to enhance
competitiveness, should be
lifted.

Otherwise, taxpayers
will continue to subsidize
planning department costs
that are more appropri-
ately passed through to the
wealthy developers consum-
ing these town services.

Shockingly, our planning
application fees have not
been increased in the last
20 years. That massive loss
is unrecoverable now. But
we can at least recover full
costs going forward.

A motion to move in that
direction failed to move
forward at council after
chief administrative officer
Nick Ruller advised that
staff needed a 90-day time
extension to revise the fee
recommendations upwards.

Lord Mayor Zalepa has
also blamed the previous
council for the extra legal
fees and lawsuit settle-
ment costs flowing from

on 2026 budget?

their prudent decisions to
constrain development. It’s
doubtful those extra expens-
es were included in the cost
base the town consultant
proposes charging back.

Developers make site
acquisition and building
location decisions based on
balanced considerations.
The differences in plan-
ning application fees across
municipalities are not a
material motivating factor.

Commercial developers
want to build here in NOTL
to capture a larger consumer
market base, compromising
both tourists and residents.
That’s why the Niagara
Outlets mall, our biggest
taxpayer, is here. Most
surrounding municipali-
ties cannot match NOTL’s
three million tourists a year
competitive advantage.

I hope this isn’t NOTL’s
final budget answer. It can
and should be improved.

Steve McGuinness was
a senior adviser to major
financial institutions during
his Bay Street career and
is now retired in Niagara-
on-the-Lake. Send your
personal finance questions
to him at smcgfinplan@
gmail.com.
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HOLIDAY
SIP & SHOP

Qucc&)ton
pottery CLy

Discover beautiful new pieces
and beloved classics — from
mugs and bowls to platters,
wine goblets, and more.

Come and join us at
our holiday show.
Indulge in a seasonal
beverage, explore

one-of-a-kind pottery
gifts, and embrace
the festive cheer.

Enjoy live pottery
demonstrations from 1 - 4pm,
paintings by visiting artist
Colleen Green, light
refreshments, and door prizes.
We are excited to celebrate the
upcoming season with you!

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
NOV.15,16,22 & 23

1MAM-5PM

1648 YORK ROAD,
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, ON

s

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Email us.
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Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Community Day is
returning this year, giving
residents and newcomers
a chance to connect
with local not-for-profit
organizations.

Hosted by the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Newcomers
Association, this event
will see participating
organizations set up
information tables inside
the NOTL Community
Centre for people to learn
about local services, see
which ones might meet their
needs, or find volunteer
opportunities.

Megan Wood, president
of the Niagara-on-the-Lake
Newcomers Association,
which organizes the event,
said they’ve been running it
for several years, with about
30 not-for-profit groups
registered to participate.

“The goal is to bring
all the not-for-profit
organizations that are
available to people in
NOTL,” she said. “It’s kind
of a one-stop shop.”

“Many of the not-for-
profits ... get volunteers
from the community,” said
Wood. “People who want
to offer their time can learn

Niagara-on-the- ake Annua.ld

HOLIDAY

.

Jeannie Manning, left, and Mike Clark

Learn about NO'TL's non-profits on Nov. 19

e of the NOTL Rotary Club at last year's Community

Day hosted by the NOTL Newcomers Club. This year's Community Day will be back at the
NOTL Community Centre on Nov. 19. SUBMITTED

about the organizations and
then sign up for volunteer-
ing. So, we certainly see a
lot of that.”

Wood said many vendors
return each year: “They
wouldn’t do it if it wasn’t
helpful to their organization.”

Attendees will be
welcomed at the door,
she added, noting that the
sense of connection and
goodwill is what organiz-
ers aim for.

“It’s a great offering
to the community,” said
Wood.

Community Day takes

ServiceOntario

place Nov. 19 from 1 to 3
p.m. at the NOTL Commu-
nity Centre.

Participating organiza-
tions include the River-
Brink Art Museum, NOTL
Library, Writers’ Circle,
NOTL Palliative Care,
NOTL Historical Society
and Museum, Friends of
Fort George, Shaw Guild,
Meals on Wheels, Niagara
Foundation, Niagara Work-
ers Welcome, Evergreen
Community Choir, Town
of NOTL, NOTL Ambas-
sadors, Newark Neighbours
Food Bank and Thrift Shop,

Learn more at ontario.ca/reminders

May Court Club, Com-
munity Palliative Care and
Wellness NOTL, Outreach
Services Seniors Commu-
nity Programs and Services
Niagara Region, Niagara
Pumphouse Arts Theatre,
Retired Women Teachers
of Ontario, Niagara Bruce
Trail Club, NOTL Cat Res-
cue, Rotary Club of NOTL,
Adult Day Program, Com-
munity Centre, TD Niagara
Jazz Festival, Seniors for
Climate in Niagara, CFUW,
and Start Me Up Niagara/
Niagara’s Mobile Closet.

daniel@niagaranow.com

Life is easier with official identification

Signing up for renewal reminders keeps you notified when IDs, like your
Ontario Photo Card or driver's licence, are about to expire.

Ontario @
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TEXT OR CALL GREG TODAY @ 905.329.3484
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Asking: $1,295,000.00

FREE HOME
EVALUATION

CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

905.329.3484

OVER $1 /M
BILLION . .
IN REAL JERES RE Ax
ESTATE
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e RE/MAX
YOl CIRCLE oF
LEGENDS

wo

RE/MAX
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REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND
OPERATED

#1 RealtOI‘ in Niagara on the Lake Since 2021 *transactions and volume
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el ) e Crossword Puzzle

11. Find the answer (5)
12. Holy Land (9) 3 6

13. Increase in speed (10)

14. Finishes (4)

16. "The great grey-green, greasy ---

10

River” (Kipling) (7)

19. Scholar (7)

21. Possesses (4)

22. Quantifiable (10)

26. Heaven or hell, maybe (9)
27. Sort of line dance (5)
28. Marijuana (5)

29. Dear (9)

Down

. Army dining room (4,4)
. Leaning letter (6)

. Armed resistance (9)

. Smoked herring (6)

. Sporting competitors (8)
. Silence! (5)

. Group of spectators (8)
8. Makes over (6)

15. Grease (9)

17. Lack of variety (8)

18. Unequal (3-5)

20. Adolescent (8)

21. E.g. Seville (6)

23. Drowsy (6)

24. Outlaw (6)

25. Experiment (5)

11
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RE/MAX TEAM
IN CANADA!

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto — not just in town.
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

124 MARY STREET 19 OAKLEY DRIVE 21 OAKLEY DRIVE 2 BUNNY GLEN DRIVE
2 BEDS + 1BATH + 830 SQ. FT. 2 BEDROOM - 3 BATH + 1,615 SQ. FT. 2+1 BEDROOM + 3 BATH « 1,702 SQ. FT. 4 BEDS + 4 BATHS - 3,225 SQ. FT.
$699,000 $1,249,900 $1,374,900 $1,549,900

Call the brand that gets your home [NOTICED!

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.
905-641-0308 - Sold@GolfiTeam.com - www.GolfiTeam.com

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. fConditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated.

SCAN FOR A FREE
HOME EVALUATION
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FEATURED

EXPLORING HISTORY

WITH NOTL MUSEUM

Victory homes, 1950

Following the Second World War, the federal government gave up part of the Niagara Commons for
special housing as a way to honour local veterans returning home. This block, originally known as
the “Carnochan subdivision,” was previously part of the Agricultural Fair Grounds. Today, the homes
are located on Castlereagh, Davey and Nelles streets. Financed by the Central Mortgage and Housing
Corporation, comfortable, prefabricated single-family homes were made available. Married veterans,
with at least one child, and a local connection, were preferred. They were able to rent these homes
for $39/month and by 1962, they had the option to purchase the home at $6,800 with a $500 down
payment. This photograph shows the homes, many of which still exist today, on Castlereagh Street.
The large building on the right-hand side is Memorial Hall, part of the Niagara-on-the-Lake Museum.

&

EVERY POPPY MAKES A
DIFFERENCE

Thank you for pausing to remember the
brave men and women who gave their
lives in service to our country, and to

those who remain and deserve our
unending support.

We would also like to thank our local
businesses that provide counterspace for
our Poppy boxes, the Town of NOTL, and
Switzer-Carty Transportation for their
annual contributions.

Honour - Remember - Reflect

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

How answers beget more questions in the world of science

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

Science, as with life in
general, poses questions
all the time. One moun-
tain climbed often leads to
another and another — and
so, with breakthroughs in
science.

As important as they
may be, they often trigger
more questions. That’s the
story of science from its
very beginnings with early
modern humans and their
predecessors.

And so, it was when Al-
bert Einstein developed his
theory, which linked space-
time with mass, a theory he
called general relativity.

His goal was to show how
mass changed the curvature
of space-time — a tough
task that took several years
and help from experts in the
mathematics of curves. But
in the end, he succeeded
brilliantly.

However, what he didn’t
anticipate were several im-
portant implications of his
equations.

For example, if a mass

was large enough, it might
bend space-time into a
gravitational sinkhole, a
singularity — an implica-
tion pointed out to him by
a German mathematician
and physicist, who at that
time was a serving artillery
officer on the Eastern Front
in the First World War.
Such possibilities were
later called black holes.
Reviewed by other
theoretical physicists, his
equations also suggested
that the universe might be
expanding and if so, might
have begun with some-
thing very much smaller, a
theoretical insight supported
by Hubble’s observations
that galaxies were speed-
ing away from one another,
presumably carried by an
expanding universe and led
to the suggestion that the
universe might have begun
with what later was famous-
ly called the Big Bang.
Soon, a provisional
cosmological model for the
evolution of the universe
followed, but solid scientific
evidence was missing until,
by chance in the 1960s, two
electrical engineers discov-
ered weak radiation in the
radiofrequency bandwidth
whose source they could not
identify on earth, but which
later was shown to emanate
from all quarters of the
universe.
Theorists suggested the
radiation was what was left
of the primordial Big Bang

Recent observations made with the James Webb Space

Telescope suggest that the formation of stars and galaxies
began much earlier than previously thought. WIKIMEDIA

burst of intense energy and
heat, which was stretched
into the microwave range
by the expansion of the
universe and accompanied
by a drop in temperature
to just a few degrees above
zero degrees Kelvin.

Further observations of
what was now called the
cosmic background radia-
tion and the accompanying
variations in temperatures
throughout the visible uni-
verse were consistent with
minor differences in the
distribution of matter dating
back to the earliest universe,
just enough for gravity to
act on and create the first
stars and galaxies. The ac-
cumulating evidence led to
several Nobel Prizes.

However, that model may
need to change.

Recent observations
made with the James Webb
Space Telescope suggest
that the formation of stars
and galaxies began much
earlier than suggested by
the standard model. There’s
even the wild suggestion

that “too early” mature gal-
axies might be from another
galaxy.

I choose the current stan-
dard model of the universe
because it illustrates that all
models are provisional and,
even if based on the best
data available, might have
to change in the light of new
evidence.

That’s precisely what’s
happening these days as
new evidence comes to
light about the earliest
period in the universe
based on the James Webb
telescope. And whenever
periods of uncertainty
emerge, they naturally
invite challenges not only
in cosmology, in this case,
but other fields as well.

Which leads me, in my
86th year, to ask a few ques-
tions.

So, here goes — and by
the way, I don’t expect many
answers in my lifetime.

On the matter of the
universe:

How big is the universe
beyond what we can see

with the best telescopes?
What preceded and perhaps
triggered the Big Bang?
How was primordial energy
transformed into specific
particles and fields?

If there are other uni-
verses, would they have
the same combinations of
particles and forces as our
universe?

Beyond dark matter’s
impact as a gravitational
shaper of matter in the uni-
verse, precisely what form
of matter is dark matter?

And if dark matter isn’t
enough controversy, what’s
dark energy, which is very
controversial these days and
depending on who and what
you read, seems to vary in
time from the beginning of
the universe to the present?

On the matter of life:

Does life exist elsewhere
in the universe? Is it carbon
based as life is on this
planet?

Is there intelligent life
equivalent to or even ex-
ceeding human intelligence
in the universe?

What will become of
our species and millions
of other species in the next
100, 1000, 10,000, 100,000
and 1,000,000 years and so
on?

Will gene editing be used
to create super-intelligent
humans? How long can
meaningful human life be
extended with the aid of
advances in biology and
health care?

On the matter of Al and
quantum computers:

What’s going to be AI’s
impact on the future of na-
tions and individuals? How
will quantum computers
transform the world?

Readers will have plenty
of other questions, some of
them science-oriented but
might be of a more mysti-
cal or theological nature for
some.

However, as these and
other stories turn out in the
coming decades and cen-
turies, it’s clear to me that
change is in the wind and
likely to speed up unless
some natural or human-gen-
erated catastrophe sets the
clock back in the future.

Who in 1900 would have
anticipated the enormous
changes in nation-creating
and breaking, and all the
changes in science that have
so changed human lives
sometimes for the better,
sometimes for the worse
and sometimes catastrophi-
cally, as some current world
leaders threaten these days.

Dr. William Brown is a
professor of neurology at
McMaster University and
co-founder of the Info-
Health series at the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Public Library..

Dr. William Brown is
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the
InfoHealth series at the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library.
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Shaw Festival unveils show lineup and casting for 2026 season

Staff
The Lake Report

The Shaw Festival has
announced the casting and
creative teams for its 64th
season, which runs from
April 2 to Dec. 23, 2026.

Artistic director Tim
Carroll said the lineup
showcases some of the top
talent in theatre today.

“I couldn’t be more
delighted or proud to intro-
duce to you the remark-
able team of artists who
will be making magic for
you in 2026,” he said in
a statement. “The direc-
tors, designers, musicians
and performers listed here
represent the peak of their
professions. I can’t wait
to see how they bring to
life the bold new worlds of

The old Court House in NOTL will host three shows next year. FILE

these pieces. Their talent
and passion will surely
create memories that will
stay with you long after
the lights have faded to
black.”

The season includes
“Funny Girl,” running April

24 to Oct. 3, with Sara Farb
making her Shaw debut as
Fanny Brice alongside Qa-
sim Khan as Nick Arnstein.
Eda Holmes directs.

Peter Fernandes stars
in Ray Cooney and Tony
Hilton’s “One for the Pot,”

running May 27 to Oct.
11 and directed by Chris
Abraham.

“Sleuth” opens the
season April 2 and runs to
Oct. 9, with Patrick Galli-
gan and Sepehr Reybod in
the lead roles. Fernandes

directs.

“Jeeves & Wooster in
Perfect Nonsense” runs May
8 to Oct. 10, featuring Jeff
Irving as Bertie Wooster
and Damien Atkins as
Jeeves.

Tom Rooney and Michael
Therriault lead “Amadeus,”
running July 8 to Oct. 4 and
directed by Carroll.

A workshop presentation
of a new play written
and directed by Branden
Jacobs-Jenkins runs Aug. 1
to Sept. 5.

At the Jackie Maxwell
Studio Theatre, Fiona
Sauder directs “The Wind
in the Willows,” running
May 22 to Sept. 27 with
Gabriella Sundar Singh,
Sharry Flett, Shawn Wright
and Lawrence Libor in
principal roles.

Carroll also directs
Bernard Shaw’s
“Heartbreak House,”
running June 20 to Oct. 3
and starring Rooney and
Allison Edwards-Crewe.

Adrienne Kennedy’s
“Ohio State Murders”
runs July 19 to Oct. 3,
directed by Philip Akin and
featuring Sophia Walker
and André Morin.

Holiday-season casting for
“Rodgers + Hammerstein’s
Cinderella” and “A Year
with Frog and Toad” will
be announced next year.
Casting for the full season
remains ongoing.

Tickets go on sale to the
public Dec. 6 at shawfest.com
or 1-800-511-7429. Friends
of The Shaw have had early
access since Nov. 1.

‘A Christmas Carol” will be Shaw’s last show at Royal George Theatre

Staff
The Lake Report

As the Shaw Festival
readies to begin the
demolition of the 110-year-
old Royal George Theatre
to make way for a new
theatre on Queen Street, it’s

performing its swan song
for the theatre in the form of
Charles Dickens’ timeless
holiday classic.

Tickets for the Shaw’s
latest production of “A
Christmas Carol” are now
on sale, with the show on
stage at the Royal George

on Queen Street from now
until Dec. 21.

Directed by artistic
director Tim Carroll, the
holiday production stars
Sanjay Talwar as the miserly
Ebenezer Scrooge, who is
visited on Christmas Eve
by the ghosts of Christmas

Past, played by Gabriella
Sundar, Present, played by
Kristopher Bowman, and
Future, who warn him to
change his selfish ways.
This will be the last
production hosted at the
current iteration of the
Royal George Theatre

before it is torn down to
make way for the new,
larger theatre.

The festival company
plans to demolish the theatre
early next year, with the
new facility expected to be
completed by summer 2028.

Alongside “A Christmas

Carol” is another holiday
production being hosted at
the Shaw Festival Theatre at
10 Queen’s Parade: Irving
Berlin’s “White Christmas”
is on now until Dec. 21.

To buy tickets for either
production, visit shawfest.
com/holiday-season.

But now we also have:

- Gluten and sugar-free options.

"You have my personal promise of complete satisfaction.

- Board games, book clubs, workshops ... if you can think it, we have it!

You see, after all, my name is on the door."
- Carlotta Cattani

Still the coziest, most authentic Italian caffetteria/gelateria on Queen Street.

- Greatly expanded seating with friends/family sized tables and sunny, picture perfect windows.

« Espresso and cappuccino made with beans from the oldest coffee roaster in Florence, Italy.

- Artisanal freshly made gelato made from ingredients sourced around the world.

« Mouth-watering pastries, Italian delicacies and comfort food prepared fresh every day.

- Read the daily Globe and Mail, New York Times, New Yorker and local newspapers on our cozy sofas.

59 Queen St., Niagara-on-the-Lake | 905-468-8999 | www.gelatodicarlotta.com
Visit us also in Port Dalhousie, Oakville and Fallsview Casino

OfsehR e
@ILGELATODICARLOTTA
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2026
NOTL SOCCER CLUB

U4 - U15 | May 30 to Aug. 29
Registration opens February 2026

notlsoccer.ca
For further information please contact niagarasoccerclub@gmail.com

hank u to our sponsors!
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CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA (289) 214-4394.

BUYING OR SELLING?

FEATURE LISTING OF THE WEEK
225 ANNE STREET, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

i _ i — . " 7 a5
L i - - . HUGE PRIVATE LOT
$ 899 9 000 i : v 2 S : __ ~ WITH MATURE TREES

ALL AROUND -

- FANTASTIC VALUE!

FREE HOME
EVALUATION!

CALL OR TEXT
(289) 214 4394

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT

REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD

TOP 1% AGENT IN
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!"

496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NIJAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE '.“Iél(';H"]‘ o

, | HDME
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE TEAM ﬁ
& ASsSOC

Bringing GTA Buyers to Niagara-On-The-Lake IATES

#1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTA FOR LUXURY REAL ESTATE
10 YEARS**

*Based on closed transactions in the Burlington / Niagara Right At Home Realty Office, 2022, 2023,2024 **TRREB Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31,2022, combined units sold.




