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NEWS

Andrew Hawlitzky
The Lake Report

A thunderstorm did not 
stop people from turning 
out on Saturday for the 
opening of the military fort 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake that 
has overlooked the waters 
of the Niagara River for 210 
years.

Fort Mississauga National 
Historic Site opened to 
visitors for the fi rst time 
in years on May 16, after 
undergoing seven years of 
restoration work to return it, 
as best as can be done, to its 
former glory.

Alongside hosting the 
opening of Fort Missis-
sauga, the Friends of Fort 
George raised more than 
$200 through an antiques 
evaluation event at Navy 
Hall.

Ongoing repairs to 
Brock’s Monument have cut 
the Friends’ on-site revenue 
since the monument shut 
down last fall, pushing the 
group to open new sites and 
new fundraisers to cover 
more than $100,000 in an-

nual student wages.
Fort Mississauga, inside 

the NOTL Golf Club 
property, will remain open 
Saturdays and Sundays 
from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
until June 28, with interior 
tours at $5 per person.

Nearly 750 people visited 
the fort across the opening 
weekend, including a bonus 
Victoria Day Monday.

Tony Chisholm, presi-
dent of the Friends of Fort 
George, said all money 
raised through events like 
the Navy Hall antiques 
session goes directly toward 

hiring summer students 
trained by Parks Canada.

“Contributing money to 
the Friends of Fort George 
helps us hire more students 
for the fort so that when 
tourists come to town, 
they’ve got a bigger squad 
and there’s more people to 
greet them,” said Chisholm.

The fort was built in the 
wake of the War of 1812 to 
secure British forces in the 
Niagara Peninsula from the 
American navy controlling 
Lake Ontario. Construction 
started in 1814 and com-
pleted in 1816. It was left in 

a state of disrepair since it 
was last used as a training 
site for Canadian soldiers 
during the Second World 
War.

Starting in 2019, however, 
Parks Canada began to 
restore the site, re-establish-
ing earthworks, cleaning up 
debris inside, replacing the 
roof, stabilizing its central 
tower, constructing a new 
pedestrian boardwalk to the 
front gate and other restora-
tion efforts.

For one day in May 2024, 
the public was given the 
chance to see inside the fort 

and observe the restoration 
work, but before then, the 
fort had never been open to 
the public for regular visits.

Meanwhile, at Navy Hall, 
the antiques evaluation drew 
several local residents hop-
ing to fi nd out the history 
and value of the items they 
brought with them, includ-
ing chinaware, brass, silver 
and glass items.

Andre Wagner, a member 
of the Society of Antique 
Jewellery Historians whose 
family has been in the 
antique business since 1965, 
charged $10 per item and 
donated all proceeds to the 
Friends.

He assessed whether 
pieces carried histori-
cal value, market value or 
mainly sentimental worth.

Evaluating one resident’s 
piece of decorated crock-
ery, Wagner told the room 
the item dated likely to the 
1920s or 1930s based on its 
style.

“It’s charming from a 
sentimental point of view, 
and it also has one of my 
favourite words: patina,” 

Wagner said. “In terms of 
value, sadly, not so much, 
so off to Newark Neighbors, 
that’s where that’s going to 
end up.”

The Friends of Fort 
George hired 11 students 
last year. Grants cover 
part of that cost, with the 
remainder raised through 
events, the Fort George gift 
shop and Brock’s Monu-
ment programs.

Restoration work at the 
monument has cut access 
to its interior staircase, 
reducing the group’s ability 
to earn money on site. The 
Friends plan to operate an 
outdoor pop-up tent near the 
monument this summer.

Fort Mississauga tours 
run at 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 
p.m. each weekend day and 
include a visit to the Sally 
Port, a controlled gateway 
built into the fort’s outer 
wall. Visiting the grounds 
is free. The Canada Strong 
Pass, available June 19 to 
Sept. 7, covers admission to 
all Parks Canada sites at no 
charge.

andrew@niagaranow.com

A glimpse inside Fort Mississauga, now open for tours until June 28. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Visitors flock to reopening of War of 1812 historic site
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Last issue’s answers

EXTR
A

 SPICY

Crossword Puzzle

Across
2. Laboratory glassware (4,5)
8. Entreaty (4)
9. Mesopotamia was here (4)
10. Middle East expert (7)
11. Useful kind of truck (4-2)
12. Employs (4)
14. Bombs (4)
15. American vulture (6)
16. Thickly curled hairdo (4)
18. More mature (5)
21. Bring together (5)
23. Have a taste (3,2)
25. Egyptian water lily (5)
28. Without purpose (4)
29. Kitchen feature (6)
31. Great Lake (4)
32. “Shane” actor (4)
35. Canter round a lure for bees (6)
36. Sticks like glue (7)
37. Sudden assault (4)
38. Rhythmic swing (4)
39. Gastric (9)
Down
1. Abnormally white (6)
2. Discussed (6-2)
3. “Walkin’ back to Happiness” singer (7)
4. How critical things may come (2,1,4)
5. Conveyor (7)
6. If it’s in place it’s in this (4)
7. Charge per unit (4)
13. Darted (7)
15. Pivotal (7)
17. Not easily hoodwinked (3)
19. The fi fth of twelve (3)
20. Flightless bird (3)
22. In poor health (3)
24. Attendance check (4-4)
25. Pitched abruptly (7)
26. Proposition demonstrated by 
reasoning (7)
27. Registers (5,2)
30. Not quite (6)
33. Small cells (4)
34. Shocking art movement (4)

GAMES

Have some fun

MAXIMIZE EXPOSURE!

#1
RE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!*

##################111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111#1##1##1##1##1##1#
RE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!***

SCAN FOR A FREE 
HOME EVALUATION

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto  — not just in town.

1426 NIAGARA STONE ROAD
3+1 BED • 5 BATH • 2,400 SQ. FT.

$1,560,000

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

22 CREEKSIDE DRIVE
2+2 BED • 3 BATH • 1,591 SQ. FT.

$1,169,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

8 FIRELANE 14D ROAD
2+1 BED • 3 BATH • 1,500 SQ. FT.

$1,249,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

19 OAKLEY DRIVE
2 BED • 3 BATH • 1,615 SQ. FT.

$1,198,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

905-641-0308  •  Sold@GolfiTeam.com  •  www.Golf iTeam.com

Call the brand that gets your home  NOTICED!

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. †Conditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated. 

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.†
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FEATURED

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

The subject of this essay 
wasn’t a question in 1900. 
What was known then 
about the universe was 
confi ned to that part of the 
Milky Way closest to us 
and, moreover, was a stable, 
predictable affair.

Stable enough to navigate 
open oceans by sighting 
certain stars, a form of 
navigation probably used 
in some form by migrant 
humans many thousands 
of years ago and in more 
precise form by ships and 
later by aircraft, crossing 
the vast open seas of the 
Pacifi c Ocean as late as 
the Second World War and 
thereafter until inertial 
guidance systems, loran 
and satellite-based tools 
such as GPS came along.

However, with the discov-
ery by Erwin Hubble in the 
late 1920s of separate clus-
ters (referred to as nebulas 
or these days galaxies) of 
stars too far away to be part 
of the Milky Way, came the 
realization that the universe 

was very much larger than 
previously imagined.

Hubble’s studies also 
showed, using the Doppler 
effect, that those galaxies 
were speeding away from 
one another, faster, the 
farther away they were. 
Hubble initially resisted the 
suggestion that the reason 
galaxies were moving away 
from one another was they 
were being carried by an 
expanding universe.

Earlier, Alexander Fried-
man used Albert Einstein’s 
newly developed (1915) 
theory of general relativity 
to formulate a mathemati-
cal theory for the expand-
ing universe fi rst in 1922 
and again in 1924. Later, 
Georges Lemaitre, a Bel-
gium priest and physicist, 
rediscovered Friedman’s 
theory and added the all-
important concept that the 
universe may have started 
with what he called a “pri-
maeval atom” 1927.

The theoretical and 
observational evidence that 
the universe was not only 
expanding but might have 
been very much smaller 
and energetic led to the 
theory that the universe 
began with something ex-
traordinarily small and hot, 
which, for reasons yet un-
known, suddenly expanded 
creating a very hot plasma 
soup of elementary charged 
particles trapping photons 
of light in the soup.

The universe continued 

to expand and cool to a 
time roughly a third of a 
billion years later, when the 
universe had cooled enough 
for opposite charges to 
link up forming hydrogen, 
helium and a bit of lithium 
atoms, which freed up 
photons to escape and, for a 
while, literally light up the 
universe.

Continued expansion of 
the universe stretched the 
remaining dispersed heat 
energy eventually into the 
microwave range with tem-
peratures just a few degrees 
above absolute zero.

All this theoretical 
speculation came to a head 
with solid evidence — as 
theoretically predicted by 
James Pebbles and his col-
leagues: cosmic radiation 
in the microwave range 
was found by Penzias and 
Wilson. The collective 
work led to three sepa-
rate Nobel Prizes, fi rst to 
Penzias and Wilson, (1978) 
then for confi rming satel-
lite evidence for the cosmic 

radiation my Mather and 
Smoot (2006) and fi nally 
to Peebles for his theo-
retical work on the cosmic 
radiation and dark energy 
(2019).

This masterful body of 
research both theoretical 
and observational in cos-
mology was capped by the 
theoretical predication and 
then observational support 
for minute variations in the 
density of matter, without 
which gravitational clump-
ing to form stars and galax-
ies would been impossible 
from the outset.

Except for a very brief 
period of very rapid in-
fl ationary expansion the 
universe was assumed to 
expand at a constant rate, 
as inferred by the name 
“Hubble constant.” As 
Pebbles pointed out, the 
expansile force equaled 
the cosmological factor 
Einstein had introduced 
into his equations to restore 
stability to the universe, 
only for him to withdraw 

the constant when he real-
ized the evidence for an 
expanding universe was 
overwhelming.

However, the 2006 Nobel 
Prize in physics to Saul 
Perlmutter, Brian P. Schmidt 
and Adam G. Riess sug-
gested the universe is ac-
celerating. Which led to the 
stunning theoretical sugges-
tion that the universe might 
be made up of dark energy 
(69 percent), responsible for 
accelerating the expansion 
of the universe, dark matter 
(26 per cent) and ordinary 
matter — the kind we’re 
familiar with making up a 
paltry fi ve per cent of the 
total.

Dark energy and dark 
matter are “dark” because 
they don’t interact with the 
electromagnetic spectrum 
— we can see their effects 
but not the dark energy or 
dark matter. That’s poses 
a real problem for physics 
because it suggests that 95 
per cent of the universe is a 
mystery.

That mystery is one of 
the reasons why so much 
time on the James Webb 
Space Telescope and the 
new Vera Rubin Telescope 
is committed to sorting out 
what’s what when it comes 
to measuring the rate of 
expansion of the universe 
— is expansion the same 
everywhere and for all 
times in the universe or 
are there variabilities and 
if so, why?

The implications are 
dramatic. An accelerating 
expansion of the universe 
without any obvious cosmic 
brakes, except possibly 
giant black holes, is a 
universe whose matter is 
so dispersed that stars can’t 
form, with the result that 
the universe eventually 
goes dark and cold with no 
place for life.

Those questions won’t be 
answered in my lifetime but 
perhaps in my children’s 
time, although funding 
these days for expensive 
ventures like telescopes is 
shrinking fast.

However, whatever the 
mysteries of dark matter 
and energy, we’ve made 
incredible progress in the 
last century and a quarter 
and a huge achievement for 
our species.

Dr. William Brown is a 
professor of neurology at 
McMaster University and 
co-founder of the InfoHealth 
series at the Niagara-on-
the-Lake Public Library. 

How fast is the universe expanding? Really fast
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A brief hose encounter, c. 1920
This photograph shows a young 

child, about two or three years 
old, holding a garden hose. 
They may have been helping in 
the garden or simply enjoying 
a summer afternoon. While 
the child’s identity remains 
unknown, the image captures a 
familiar moment from childhood 
that many of us have likely 
experienced: summers at the 
beach or at the wading pool at 
Queenston Heights, running 
through sprinklers on hot days, 
water balloon fi ghts and many 
more. With the recent warm 
weather, it also serves as a 
reminder of a long-standing rule: 
a garden hose in the hands of a 
small child is no longer a tool, 
but a fully independent water 
feature with its own agenda.

It all started with a big 
bang. Our universe was 
born out of an incredibly 
small and hot starting 
point that rapidly 
expanded over billions of 
years into the cosmos we 
know today. But what’s 
next for the universe? 
Scientists theorize that 
the rate of growth is 
speeding up, thanks to the 
prominence of dark energy 
in space. WIKIMEDIA

Advertising inquiries?
 Email advertising@niagaranow.com 
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OBITUARIES

Harold ‘Bud’ MoulsonAndrew Mantegna
MOULSON, Harold “Bud”, SBStJ —
March 9, 1937 – May 12, 2026
With great sadness, we announce the death of Bud Moulson 

after a long and hard-fought battle with chronic disease.
Son of Harold and Evelyn (nee Eyres), Bud was proud to 

have been born at the original Hospital for Sick Children and 
raised in Toronto. Bud leaves behind his wife, Leslie (nee 
Kennedy); his son, Geoff (Nancy) and their children, Tyler, 
Erin and Eric; his son, Chris (Anne) and his children, Ryan 
and Brody; former daughter-in-law, Jackie Alexander; sister- 
and brother-in-law, Carole and Jim Lusby; nieces, Danielle, 

Michelle, Jen, Jill and Megan; as well as many great nephews and nieces. He was prede-
ceased by his brother Ron and sister-in-law Marlene.

Family was so important to Bud. Whether he was cheering on the kids at a tee-ball game, 
participating in Camp PUBGAL activities, hosting in Florida or proudly sharing their adult 
achievements, his sons and grandchildren were a particular source of joy and pride. Friends 
also meant the world to Bud, particularly those from the Niagara British Car Club.

Bud was noted for his strong work ethic. On his bike, he delivered newspapers as a kid, 
then prescriptions for a drug store. When the pharmacy bought a car, Bud was able to get his 
license at age 15 so he could continue to help his Mom and Dad. When, at his fi rst job with 
CN, a strike was called, Bud got a job with Sam the Record Man. When we moved to Virgil, 
he attended a job fair, which led to his working at two different local wineries.

He was proud of his 37 years of dedicated service at Levitt-Safety Limited, working 
in many different roles where he introduced innovative emergency care and industrial 
safety equipment as well as ISO certifi cation for branches across the country. Facilitating 
back-up fi re protection in the pits at the Toronto and Vancouver Indy races was a role he 
developed and enjoyed.

Bud’s volunteer service is too extensive to detail. To honour some of his work in emer-
gency care and CPR, he was invested as a Serving Brother within the Venerable Order of St. 
John by Governor General Schreyer in 1981.

Bud’s interest in high-level rescue and auto extrication led to his coordinating seminars at 
Seneca College in the 1980s for fi refi ghters and EMS personnel. These were the impetus for 
these skills being routinely taught today in Ontario emergency services. 

Special thanks to Dr. Karen Berti, SE Health nurses Bernadette and Deirdre, the many 
PSWs who provided tender, loving care and NOTL Palliative Care.

Cremation has taken place and an inurnment will be held at Niagara Lakeshore Cemetery, 
1483 Lakeshore Rd., Niagara-on-the-Lake on Saturday, May 23, 2026 at 11:30 a.m. 

Donations in Bud’s memory may be made to the charity of your choice or the Princess 
Margaret Foundation.

MANTEGNA, Andrew Joseph  —
It is with broken hearts that we announce the sudden 

passing of Andrew Joseph Mantegna at age 40 on May 
13, 2026. Cherished and loving husband of Inna, adored 
and adoring father of daughter Elizabeth, beloved son of 
Douglas Mantegna and Kathleen O’Marra, and dearest 
“mini me” brother of Lucas Mantegna (Sofi a Garcia).

 He is lovingly remembered by in-laws Mayya and 
Grigori Shaykevich of Russia, his aunts, uncles, cousins, 
nieces and nephews living both here and in the U.S., as 
well as his many friends, especially those he grew up 

with in Oakville, Tanner Wills and Dan Neary, who were always there for him. And 
then, there is little dog Marley, always at his side, who is missing him very much.

Andrew is predeceased by caring Grandparents Ella and Alfred O’Marra of Port 
Credit, and Frank Mantegna and Winifred Hughes of the U.S.

After studying at Niagara College, Andrew worked in the hospitality industry and 
later in construction. His interests and experiences in life were many. He loved the 
“beautiful game” of soccer, and played it well as a young man; he was an ardent 
Maple Leafs fan; loved snowboarding; took up scuba diving, achieving the level of 
Rescue Diver. He followed politics and current events closely and loved to discuss 
them. More recently, he developed a natural gift for gardening, teaching his little girl 
the pleasures of getting hands in the soil. Andrew faced challenges, including pso-
riasis and psoriatic arthritis, conditions that can be very diffi cult to live with and be 
accompanied by periods of depression.

We are comforted by happy, beautiful memories of our Andrew. We remember 
how handsome he was; his out-going nature and the easy, open charm he extended to 
everyone - anyone who met Andrew always remembered him; his enthusiasm for new 
pursuits; his sense of fun and the laughter he shared with family and friends. Above all, 
we remember the Andrew who loved his family and is deeply, deeply loved by us.

“He was my North, my South, my East and West”
Visitation will be held at Morgan Funeral Home, 415 Regent St., Niagara-on-the-

Lake on Thursday, May 21 from 12 to 2:30 p.m. Funeral mass will be celebrated at St. 
Vincent de Paul Catholic Church on Friday, May 22 at 1 p.m, followed by interment at 
Niagara Lakeshore Cemetery. For those who wish, memorial donations may be made to 
Psoriasis Canada (PsoCan) or Arthritis Society Canada Psoriatic Arthritis.

Memories, photos and condolences may be shared at www.morganfuneral.com
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Apply now at 

PeakPerks.ca

 

Get rewarded

ONTARIO’S
ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
CONNECTION

* Program participants who enrolled by September 30, 2026, will receive their $20 incentive for continued enrollment in 2027. Those who enroll after that date will receive their $20 incentive for continued enrollment in 2028.

™ SAVE ON ENERGY is a trademark of the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO). IESO-25-1554 02/2026

Got a smart thermostat? Get paid to reduce 
your energy use and help out Ontario's grid. 
Peak Perks is an easy way to reduce your 
energy use and help out the grid when 
demand for electricity is highest. 

$75 when you sign up + $20 each year after*
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GREG  GREG 
SYKESSYKES
SALESPERSON

   

 905.329.3484

FREE HOME 
EVALUATION

NIAGARA
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

JUST
 LIST

ED

1068 NIAGARA STONE  RD, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE  - ASKING $965,000

SOL
D

MAY
 11

JUST
 LIST

ED

74 BROCK ST, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE  - ASKING $1,699,000 855 LINE 1, 24 ACRES IN VIRGIL- ASKING $1,900,000

SOL
D

MAY
 14

1458 LINE 6 NIAGARA ON THE LAKE - ASKING $799,000

SOL
D

MAY
 15

272 Anne, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE - ASKING $1,575,000

CALL OR 
TEXT GREG

DIRECT

7 GARRISON VILLAGE, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE  - ASKING $999,000

SOL
D

MAY
 14

JUST
 LIST

ED

24 RED HAVEN, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE  - ASKING $1,299,000 LISTED BY EVAN McCAUGHEY

To the wonderful people of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake,
As I approach 20 years in real estate, I just wanted to say
THANK YOU.
So many of you in this town trust me every single day with the 
incredible responsibility of helping you buy or sell your home 
— and that’s something I truly never take for granted. It’s an 
enormous privilege to be part of such an important chapter in 
people’s lives.
Especially over the last seven years since moving right into the 
heart of town, Niagara-on-the-Lake has become so much more 
than just the place I work it’s become home. And truthfully, this 
community has quite literally changed my life.
On a lighter note many of you have been politely (and not so 
politely) telling me for a while that it might be time for a new 
headshot.
So I listened.
While this isn’t quite the photo you’ll eventually see on my signs 
around , I figured it was at least a step in the right direction.
Thank you for your trust, your support, your referrals, and all the 
kind chats around town over the years.
Have a wonderful week everyone — and I’ll see you around town.
Greg 

Call today to find out why you see 
Greg’s signs all over town! 
905.329.3484
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