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Thomas’ ninth birthday

Thomas takes a birthday nap while people outside celebrate with a barbecue and free samples to take home for their

own pets. (Photos by Richard Harley)
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Editor

every yeatr.
She said customers often
come into the store asking
It was a day of high spirits when Thomas' next party is.
— and high wind — for all, Now, the store typically
and not just the humans, dur plans for a couple hundred
ing Thomas’ birthday party  guests, who also can take
at Pet Valu in Virgil. home either a cat or dog
Thomas, the store cat, goodie bag, which comes
turned nine — approximately. with a fair amount of product
The day included a free bar samples.
EHFXH IUHH UDIAH AQ@l profiucOé¢pQism
auction in support of local cat Pet Valu retailers were on
rescue group NOTL Cats. scene handing out a variety
Laura Gmaz, store managerof goodies — though the
at Pet Valu said the day was wind gave a few of them
"YHU\ VXFFHYVVIXOsem®tfuble\bldowing\dver
was steady with people cem one of the booths.
ing to celebrate with Thomas The event doubled as a
and staff. silent auction fundraiser for
The whole event started
as a fun idea for a summer
barbecue to give back to
customers, Gmaz said, but
the reception was been so
good they decided to do it

organization of volunteers
that provides food, shelter,
foster homes and veterinary
care for cats in need and
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advocates for the proper care His loyal subjects didn't

of cats, including spaying and seem to mind though.
neutering to prevent over- Cats will be cats.
population. As far as the date of

NOTL Cats was the group Thomas’ birthday, staff said
that rescued Thomas, who  they picked it.
was found roaming in alocal  They said in truth, “only
subdivision. Thomas knows” how old he is.

Nobody in the area claimed For those interested in sup
him, so he was taken in and porting NOTL Cats, a dora
eventually adopted by the tion box is set up at all times
owner of Pet Valu. at Pet Valu in Virgil.

He's been the store cat for All funds go directly to
several years now. helping cats in need and help

During thattime heshad LQJ WKHP AQG KR
a pretty comfortable life, The group is actively seek
with cat toys, premium foods, ing foster volunteers who can
fancy litters and boxes, and take in cats for a period of
treats in abundance. time until a permanent home

If there were a standard for is found.
cat royalty, Thomas would no  The group reminds all cat
owners to be responsible and
ensure their cats are spayed
or neutered to prevent over-
population, which leads to
cats being placed in shelters
or abandoned.

During his birthday, he
decided a nap in shop front
window was more suited to
his liking.

Erika Buchkowsky (right) serves up some burgers to
Wendy Steel and Chris Owen.

Kit Cat was on scene handing out free treat samples to
customers to celebrate Thomas’ birthday. Pet Valu store
manager Laura Gmaz joins for a photo.
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No shortage of photos of Thomas were taken during the
event. Not that he seemed bothered. After all, he is a
celebrity, as Pet Valu staff say.

NOTL Cats volunteers Carol Sheremetta and Marian check
out some of the silent auction items during the event.

Sally Jane Wilson gives Thomas some birthday love.

Jen Hustenowich of Pet Valu grabs a burger during
Thomas’ birthday barbecue, wearing a Thomas shirt.




