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pka recital strikes chords

for the crowd.

The Exploring Music Group sing and dance a few songs

Payton Ellis plays Merrily We Roll Along on piano for the crowd. (Photos by Richard Harley)

Richard Harley
Editor

The families of some
talented young musicians
were given a personal per
formance in June during a
recital for students of The
Music Studio of Cynthia
Konopka.

The night saw students
play a mix of genres, some
classical pieces and some a
little more modern.

Cynthia Konopka, teacher
and founder of the studio,

His father Peter's expres
sion said he couldn't have
been more proud. He closed
his eyes and listened just to
the sound of the strings.

To view a video of Hau
ber's performance, try out
our new augmented reality
feature (instructions on Page
19).

Other highlights were
performances by the school's
children's group the Explor
ing Music Group, who sang
and danced a few tunes.

Lord Mayor Pat Darte even

Bethany Poltl sings Jeunes Fille.

said students picked their ~ made an appearance, but thig
own songs to perform for the time not as a politician. His
night, based on what they feltgranddaughter is one of the

most comfortable playing.

The kids have been
practicing since after their
Christmas recital, she said.

The school is for ages
two-and-a-half and up. Even
adults are welcome to get
lessons.

For some of the students
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ing in front of a crowd, so it
can be nerve wracking. But
in the long run, it's valuable
experience, she said.
Konopka played along with
most of the students to give
them a little guiding edge.
The show, held at Yellow
Door Theatre Company's
performance hall in Virgil,
ZDV AOOHG ZLWK

Some of the performances

drew quite the applause,
including a rendition of
Beethoven'Spring Sonata
(1st movement)layed by
Simon Hauber.

students in group.

Konopka, who some may
recognise as the brother of
former NHL player Zenin
Konopka, said she created
the school to help people get
involved in music.

After spending some time
out of Niagara for school,

Cynthia Konopka, Simon Hauber, Madison Maclean and Mary-Mariah play as a quartet.

and start a private music
studio of her own.

A lot of the students were
also from a studio she runs
out of her home in Oakville.

She said she thanks the
families and parents of the
students for coming out to
recitals and showing support
for the music, both in the
Suidi® & @ &t home.
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Simon Hauber drove home a fantastic performance of
Spring Sonata (1st movement) by Beethoven.
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Simon's father Peter feels the music as his son performs.

Thank you to our
generous sponsors

Showcase sponsor

MoriGarclcns

Garden Design & Retail Centre

Presenting
sponsors
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