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Court permanently restricts Konzelmann outdoor events
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Day photo
March 8

NOTL protests amalgamation
Residents and council both say historic area has a unique identity worth preserving

A packed Niagara-on-
the-Lake council 
chamber, and a 
protest at town hall, 

made one thing clear Tuesday 
night: many residents fear merg-
ing Niagara’s cities and towns 

would shrink local representation 
and change the town they chose 
to live in.

Councillors pressed Niagara 
Region chair Bob Gale on the 
fi nancial case behind the pro-
posal to amalgamate Niagara’s 

municipalities, with one describ-
ing it as an “existential threat” to 
the community of NOTL.

“When you get amalgamated, 
certain areas get priority and 
your voice gets smaller,” said 
resident Anita Barber, who was 

among those with protest signs 
opposing the idea.

“Governance is smaller and it’s 
less representative.”

Gale is proposing a region-

Grinning, regional chair Bob Gale fl ashes a thumbs-up while entering Niagara-on-the-Lake’s municipal building Tuesday night, as protesting 
residents warn his and the province’s push toward amalgamation threatens the town’s unique and historic identity. PAIGE SEBURN
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A Superior Court judge 
has permanently barred 
Konzelmann Vineyards Inc. 
from hosting outdoor events 
not permitted under its zon-

ing — and the winery says 
none will proceed unless 
council grants approval.

The case stems from an 
application by neighbouring 
farmer Brox Company Lim-
ited that questions whether 
the Town of Niagara-on-
the-Lake, also named in the 

case, properly enforced its 
bylaws after the Lakeshore 
Road winery hosted outdoor 
events not permitted under 
its zoning.

Last week, the judge ruled 
Konzelmann held outdoor 
events in 2024 and 2025 
“contrary to the permitted 

uses” under the town’s zon-
ing bylaw and inconsistent 
with its approved site plan 
agreement.

The judge issued perma-
nent injunctions barring 
the winery from any future 
use not permitted under its 
zoning bylaw, as amended, 

its site plan agreement, or 
any licence issued by the 
Alcohol and Gaming Com-
mission of Ontario.

The judge has not yet 
ruled on remaining issues 
involving the town — 

Continued on Page 4
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International Women’s 
Day is just around the cor-
ner, and The Lake Report 
is proud to continue its 
tradition of celebrating the 
incredible women of our 
community.

Over the years, our 
International Women’s Day 
coverage — and especially 
our big group photos — 
have become some of our 
favourite and most mean-
ingful pages to publish. 
They’re a snapshot of the 
strength, diversity and spirit 
of women in Niagara-on-
the-Lake, and we’d love to 
make this year’s photo the 
biggest yet.

We’re inviting all women 
in town to come be part of it 
on Sunday, March 8, 2026, 
at Simcoe Park.

Here’s the plan:
We’ll start gathering 

and mingling at 1 p.m. so 
everyone has time to con-
nect and enjoy some light 
refreshments.

The photo will be taken at 
1:30 p.m. SHARP.

Please plan to arrive early 
to make sure you don’t miss 
out. Feel free to invite any 
women you know — moms, 
daughters, sisters, friends, 
neighbours — everyone is 
welcome.
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“The A word” is back in 
the spotlight.

That’s Brock University 
professor Charles Conteh’s 
euphemism of choice for 
amalgamation, a phrase that 
has taken over headlines in 
Niagara this past week as 
the regional government’s 
chair ignites efforts to 
make this move a reality for 
Niagara.

Conteh, who teaches pub-
lic policy at Brock, says he’s 
doubtful merging Niagara’s 
cities and towns together 
will, as regional chair Bob 
Gale has said, lower costs 
and make governance more 
effi cient.

Gale is pushing to bring 
the 12 municipalities of Ni-
agara together into one city, 
or combine some of them to 
form four cities total in the 
region. His push saw him 
appear before Niagara-on-
the-Lake council this past 
Tuesday to argue his posi-
tion and face questions and 
concerns from councillors.

In his letter to Niagara’s 
mayors, received by them 
Feb. 19, Gale raises the idea 
of creating either one city of 

Niagara or four.
A four-city model could 

include an east Niagara city 
combining NOTL, Niagara 
Falls and Fort Erie.

Conteh, however, said he’s 
skeptical of the idea.

“I don’t quite know, in 
the context of Niagara, how 
amalgamation would really 
resolve any substantial con-
crete issues at all,” he said.

Amalgamation took place 
in Ontario under the Pro-
gressive Conservative Party 
of Ontario government led 
by Mike Harris in the late 
1990s and early 2000s. The 
province merged smaller 
municipalities into larger 
cities such as Toronto, Ham-
ilton and Ottawa.

Supporters argued the 
mergers would lower the 
cost of public services and 
save money by reducing 
administrative duplication.

Conteh said the evidence 
does not support that claim.

“We haven’t seen in the 
academic literature, at 
least within the context of 
Ontario, of any major cost 
savings at all,” he said.

He noted that some ser-
vices delivered by a larger 
entity — such as public 
health and solid waste man-
agement — can produce 

savings. Others, including 
fi refi ghting and parks, do 
not.

Conteh said intermu-
nicipal co-operation offers a 
better solution than amalga-
mation. He added that too 
much of the debate focuses 
on dollars and cents instead 
of broader economic con-

siderations.
“There is an economic 

development argument for 
amalgamation,” he said. 
“Now, I don’t hear chair 
Gale talking about that. I 
hear him talking about ef-
fi ciencies, and I worry that 
things are being confl ated.”

Amalgamation can also 

reduce representation, 
Conteh said. A town such as 
Niagara-on-the-Lake could 
go from a mayor and eight 
councillors to fewer repre-
sentatives within a larger 
municipality.

“You could lose repre-
sentation, you could lose 
identity,” he said. “And rep-

resentation is major, right? 
Because with identity comes 
with a desire for voice, for 
being able to shape your 
own destiny.”

Conteh also said he views 
Gale’s proposal as the lat-
est sign of long-standing 
tensions within Niagara 
Region.

He pointed to divisions 
that predate the region’s 
creation in 1970, par-
ticularly between north and 
south Niagara. He cited the 
economic shift from what 
was then Welland County to 
Lincoln County, and from 
Welland to St. Catharines.

He also addressed NOTL 
directly.

“NOTL is not that excited 
about a fusion with Niagara 
Falls,” Conteh said, adding 
that as tourism expanded in 
Niagara Falls, Niagara-on-
the-Lake felt pulled into its 
orbit, creating new tensions.

He said amalgamated cit-
ies can be harder to govern 
because of differing local 
histories and priorities. A 
single-city model, he added, 
would pose particular chal-
lenges.

“Do you expect to see a 
united Niagara?” he said. 
“Think again.”

daniel@niagaranow.com

Prof. Charles Conteh of Brock University expressed skepticism as to whether 
amalgamation would work in Niagara. If a four-city model were to be implemented, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake could merge with Niagara Falls and Fort Erie. SUPPLIED

Amalgamation won’t fi x Niagara’s problems, Brock professor argues

“We haven’t seen in the academic literature, at least within the 
context of Ontario, of any major cost savings at all (as a result of 
amalgamation).”

CHARLES CONTEH
PUBLIC POLICY PROFESSOR AT BROCK UNIVERSITY
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wide governance review that 
could reduce the number of 
elected offi cials — noting 
the Niagara region, col-
lectively, has 126 municipal 
politicians, two more than 
the number of members of 
provincial parliament at 
Queen’s Park — and poten-
tially restructure munici-
palities through four-city or 
single-city amalgamation.

A crowd of about 50 resi-
dents gathered ahead of the 
6 p.m. meeting.

The push for amalgama-
tion became public knowl-
edge after Gale sent a Feb. 
19 letter to Ontario’s Minis-
ter of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing calling for a review 
of Niagara’s governance 
structure — including pos-
sible amalgamations — and 
later that day asked Ni-
agara’s mayors in a separate 
letter to provide feedback on 
potential structural changes, 
attaching his letter to the 
minister.

Gale asked Niagara’s 
mayors to submit their 
feedback to him by Tuesday, 
March 3 and said he will 
forward initial recommen-
dations to the province no 
later than the fi rst week of 
March.

At Tuesday’s meeting, 
Gale said the review is be-
ing driven solely by him and 
his offi ce because of what 
he described as regional tax 
increases in recent years 
and a $2.7-billion shortfall 
in infrastructure projects.

“We are broken right 
now,” he said.

At a press conference 
Wednesday, Premier Doug 
Ford said a Niagara amalga-
mation would be led by Ni-
agara itself. When The Lake 
Report asked whether his 
government had tasked Gale 
with pursuing amalgama-
tion, Ford said it would be 
up to Gale and the mayors 
to decide on it.

When asked about studies 
suggesting amalgamation 
does not produce cost sav-
ings, Ford said, “I’ve never 
seen that.”

Ford said he has “not 
specifi cally” met with Gale 
about the proposal. At coun-
cil, Gale said he has spoken 
by phone with ministerial 
staff on the matter.

Several councillors ac-
knowledged ongoing fi scal 
and infrastructure pressures, 
but questioned whether 
merging Niagara’s munici-
palities would address those 
challenges.

Gale said he did not 
have new data to support 
amalgamation and argued 

his “data” was based on 
the issues he described and 
discussions he’s witnessed 
over the past 27 years that 
repeatedly raised gover-
nance models such as four-
city or single-city structures 
as possibilities.

Council also raised 
concerns about the short 
turnaround and asked why 
March 3 was selected.

Gale said it “was a Fri-
day” and that he believed 
the date “set enough time 
to provide the mayors to 
respond to us.” A council-
lor pointed out that the date 
falls on a Tuesday.

But when pressed on who 
would ultimately decide 
whether amalgamation 
moves forward, and how, he 
said he did not know.

“I know that I have been 
tasked with bringing in the 
results from the citizens,” 
he said.

“What does local decision 
making and local repre-
sentation look like in your 
minds?” Zalepa asked. Gale 
said a council no greater 
than eight members.

“I can’t see any councils 
being any bigger than that, 
because the ‘more’ doesn’t 
make it effi cient,” he said.

A few minutes later, 
Coun. Sandra O’Connor 
asked Gale, based on his 
wording, who had “tasked” 
him with the amalgamation 
idea.

Gale responded, “I never 
used those words.”

“This was my idea,” he 
said. “Nobody told me to 
do this.”

To Zalepa, Gale “opened 
a signifi cant can of worms” 
without providing evidence 
of restructuring being fi nan-
cially benefi cial.

Zalepa said the regional 

budget managing operations 
and administration has been 
at or below infl ation for the 
last four years and ques-
tioned whether provincially 
mandated expenses are the 
real cost drivers.

“I think your letter claims 
that there’s a dysfunctional 
governance system that’s 
leading to high taxes,” said 
Zalepa.

“The taxes actually are 
being driven by things like 
provincially initiated items 
that don’t have assigned 
revenue to them, such as 
police.”

O’Connor referenced 
Ottawa’s amalgamation as 
an example where, she said, 
“local democracy suffered.”

Coun. Wendy Cheropita 
argued the town’s move to 
regionally run on-demand 
transit demonstrates how 
amalgamation can increase 
costs and reduce local 
control, pointing to NOTL’s 
service being less effi cient 
and more expensive after 
regional integration.

“I think the fi nal cost at 
the end of that program 
was somewhere around 
$900,000,” Cheropita said. 
“Now it costs us $3.5 mil-
lion, $62 a ride.”

Coun. Erwin Wiens 
described the proposal as 
an “existential threat to our 
community.”

He said NOTL has 
already lost autonomy in 
areas such as education and 
health care while taxes con-
tinue to rise and pointed to 
policing as a major driver, 
asking if addressing those 
costs directly would be 
more effective.

“That’s our biggest bill,” 
Wiens said.

Last year, each of NOTL’s 
20,000 residents paid, in ef-

fect, $786 for policing, more 
than any other Niagara 
municipality.

Gale said policing repre-
sents a signifi cant fi nancial 
commitment but argued 
that he has only been in the 
regional chair role for two 
months.

Wiens replied, “You want 
to see the end of Niagara-
on-the-Lake.”

At different points during 
the meeting, spectators in 
the gallery could be heard 
gasping or laughing in reac-
tion to different statements 
from Gale.

As disruptions continued 
during the evening, Zalepa 
called for order and warned 
he would clear the chamber 
if necessary.

Outside the chamber, 
residents said they remain 
unconvinced of the endeav-
our.

“We don’t want to see it 
swallowed up into a bigger 
municipality,” said Steve 
McGuinness. “Niagara-on-
the-Lake is one of the oldest 
towns in Canada.”

“We want to preserve the 
unique character.”

McGuinness said Gale is 
“right about taxes being too 
high and going up too fast,” 
but said there’s no evidence 
showing this is how savings 
would actually occur.

He said there was “virtu-
ally no consultation” before 
the proposal was announced 
and said in Hamilton and 
Toronto, amalgamation 
“replaced one problem with 
another.”

“The risk is it will get 
worse, not better,” McGuin-
ness said.

Barber said she worries 
amalgamation would erode 
what draws people to NOTL 
in the fi rst place — its natu-
ral beauty, historic character 
and cultural institutions 
such as the Shaw Festival — 
rather than the large-scale 
attractions found elsewhere 
in the region.

“The two can coexist, but 
one should not be overshad-
owed by the other.”

Opposition is also cross-
ing municipal lines, with 
some NOTL residents 
planning to attend a protest 
in Thorold Thursday, after 
Fort Erie residents showed 
up at the rally in NOTL 
Tuesday night.

The town plans to create a 
council-staff working group 
to develop an autonomy 
strategy, assess governance 
risks and prepare for pos-
sible restructuring.

Gale and his staff did 
not respond to a request for 
comment by press time.
paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Gale ‘tasked’ with gathering ‘results’ 
on amalgamation from Niagara residents

It was a tense Tuesday night at NOTL town hall as regional 
chair Bob Gale took on pointed questions from Coun. 
Erwin Wiens about the future of regional amalgamation.
DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Continued from Front Page

“I have been tasked with bringing in the 
results from the citizens.”

BOB GALE
APPOINTED NIAGARA REGION CHAIR
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Judge rules Konzelmann’s outdoor events violated rules
whose counsel maintains 
that enforcement of bylaws 
is discretionary under On-
tario law and that the court 
should not interfere with 
that discretion.

Konzelmann president 
Jim Reschke said no 
outdoor events have been 
booked, scheduled or 
planned and none will be 
hosted or marketed unless 
the winery receives ap-
proval, adding it is working 
with the town on its original 
submission and has revised 
it based on staff feedback.

“We respect the ruling 
and understand the impor-
tance of following proper 
planning and legal process-
es,” he said.

Reschke said the goal of 
the application is to “work 
collaboratively with the 
town and to ensure com-
pliance,” while offering 
“small-scale, low-impact ex-
periences” such as intimate 
wine tastings and small 
ceremonies in the vineyard.

The town confi rmed 

no court order has been 
issued with respect to the 
municipality and that no 
new planning applications 
have been submitted for 
1096 Lakeshore Rd. since 
a zoning bylaw amendment 
application was received 
June 9 last year and deemed 
complete July 2.

In an email, Brox presi-
dent Ed Werner said the 
company is pleased with 
the ruling but argues it 
highlights “the negative 
consequences of the town’s 
decision not to enforce its 
bylaws.” He described the 
decision as “the end of the 
beginning.”

“Regardless of the judge’s 
decision, Konzelmann Win-
ery is again asking council 
to legalize its activities and 
allow it to conduct commer-
cial activities in the agricul-
tural zone,” said Werner.

He pointed to public court 
records in which Reschke 
testifi ed that town offi cials 
told the winery it could con-
tinue activities not permit-
ted under existing zoning, 
without being stopped 

— activities Brox argues 
went beyond enforcement 
discretion.

Werner said the situa-
tion led to neighbour suing 
neighbour and the munici-
pality being drawn into the 
case. He argued the dispute 
could have been avoided 
had the town acted on the 
“dozens of complaints.”

“This is no longer a mat-
ter of enforcement but a 
much deeper issue of town 
offi cials knowingly acqui-

escing to the illegal use,” 
said Werner. He argued 
if municipalities are not 
required to enforce their by-
laws, council could decide 
whether to apply its own 
laws “against whoever they 
choose.”

“Council would then 
be lawmaker, judge and 
enforcement — all in one 
body,” Werner said.

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa 
said he has no confi rmation 
that such a conversation 

took place between Reschke 
and town offi cials, but said 
the ruling provides “very 
good clarity.”

“It basically says the prop-
erty owners need to comply 
with zoning,” he said.

Zalepa said that techni-
cally, if council approves a 
zoning amendment permit-
ting outdoor events, that 
would comply with the 
court order.

“But I think that’s a larger 
conversation.”

He said the application 
must fi rst go through the 
full review process, includ-
ing evaluation under the 
town’s zoning bylaw and 
offi cial plan, along with any 
required public meetings.

“That’s always the case.”
Zalepa said the town’s 

new special events policy 
and bylaw, approved this 
winter, provides clarity on 
how events are managed 
and said any activities be-
yond that policy would have 
to be addressed through a 
zoning amendment.

Werner, however, said the 
new policy and bylaw give 

the clerk’s offi ce authority 
“to determine who, where 
and how many special 
events can be held without 
regard to zoning bylaws, or 
site plans.”

He said allowing commer-
cial operations in agricul-
tural areas — rather than 
encouraging farming — 
would disadvantage compli-
ant operators and negatively 
affect nearby residents “due 
to the uncontrolled tourist 
activities.”

Town communications 
co-ordinator Marah Minor 
said town staff continue to 
review the application and 
resubmissions, noting the 
winery remains subject to 
existing zoning and would 
require both a zoning bylaw 
amendment and a site plan 
amendment to permit out-
door events.

She said the town will 
review the application to 
ensure it complies with pro-
vincial and local planning 
rules and is processed in 
accordance with the Plan-
ning Act.
paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

A Superior Court judge has ruled Konzelmann’s 2024–2025 
outdoor events were not permitted under Niagara-on-the-
Lake’s zoning bylaw. PAIGE SEBURN

The Wild West of Wine
This story is part of a series about NOTL’s “Wild West” of wineries, examining zoning bylaws, restrictions, how some wineries are ignoring those 

bylaws and restrictions and operating as they please, and how the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake doesn’t appear to be enforcing its own bylaws. 
And we look at whether the solution is to change the rules to ease restrictions or crack down on those who aren’t following the existing rules.
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1,000 words: Canada-U.S. game

If a picture is worth 1,000 words, this one says even more: visibly distraught, red-clad patrons at the Sandtrap react as 
Canada falls to the United States in overtime in the Olympic gold-medal game on Sunday. DAVE VAN DE LAAR
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The expansion of the Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake Museum 
moved another step closer to 
reality Monday as the town 
hosted an open house to 
gather community input on 
the proposal.

The plan calls for a two-
storey addition behind the 
museum’s Memorial Hall 
and a one-storey addition to 
the west that would connect 
to it. A ramped entrance 
from Castlereagh Street 
would provide access to the 
new one-storey space.

The expansion would span 
43 Castlereagh St., home to 
the museum, and 25 Cas-
tlereagh St., the site of the 
Janet Carnochan House on 
museum-owned land.

Attendance at the open 
house was light, but those 
who came voiced their 
support for the museum’s 
growth. Museum member 
David Snelgrove said he saw 
little downside.

“There’s very little nega-
tive aspect to it,” he said.

Snelgrove asked whether 
the proposal would go be-
fore the municipal heritage 
committee. Town planner 
Victoria Nikoltcheva and 

NPG Planning Solutions 
senior planner Mary Lou 
Tanner said it would.

NPG planner Daniel 
Banatkiewicz said a second 
phase of an archaeological 
assessment is still required 
at 25 Castlereagh St. A fi rst 
phase has been completed 
there, and assessments have 
already been completed at 
43 Castlereagh St.

The project would require 
the removal of four trees, 
reducing the total on the 
property from 39 to 35. 
Planners said existing park-
ing can accommodate the 
expansion and heritage fea-

tures will not be affected.
The two-storey addition 

received a heritage permit 
in 2021. Tanner said the 
museum has applied to 
amend the permit because 
costs have increased since 
then.

To proceed, the museum 
is seeking to rezone the 
lands from part institutional 
and part residential to a 
site-specifi c institutional 
designation.

No decisions were made 
at the open house.

The museum is raising 
$10 million for the project. 
It received $2 million from 

the federal government 
last year and will receive 
$500,000 from the town 
over fi ve years, in addition 
to other grants.

The museum marked its 
130th anniversary last year. 
It operates out of the former 
Niagara High School, built 
in 1875, and Memorial Hall, 
built in 1907. A link con-
necting the two buildings 
was added in 1971.

A public meeting on the 
development is scheduled 
for March 3 at 6 p.m. in 
the NOTL town council 
chambers.

daniel@niagaranow.com

The long-planned NOTL Museum expansion was discussed in a town open house on 
Monday. The museum is looking to raise $10 million to fund the expansion. DAN SMEENK

Museum expansion inches forward
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Confl icting accounts are 
re-emerging at the Niagara 
Regional Native Centre, 
where current leadership is 
pushing back against allega-
tions of intimidation and 
mismanagement from past 
leaders and staff.

This comes amid disputes 
over a Sept. 11 protest out-
side the centre in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, as well as over 
staff levels, membership 
approvals and legal cost 
reimbursements.

Former board president 
Sean Vanderklis, who re-
signed Feb. 26 last year, said 
he received a lawyer’s letter 
on Oct. 17 alleging defama-
tion related to the dispute.

A copy of the letter re-
viewed by The Lake Report 
shows counsel for former 
board member Lacey Lewis 
demanding the removal 
of social media posts and 
a public retraction, and 
reserving the right to pursue 
legal action.

As of right now, Lewis’ 
counsel has not pursued 
legal action.

At the time of the 
interviews for this story, 
Lewis was an active board 
member. She has since con-
fi rmed she resigned on Jan. 
13, but wouldn’t provide her 
reasons for resigning on the 
record.

Any references to gov-
ernance requirements are 
drawn from the centre’s 
posted bylaws, approved 
and affi rmed in 2012, which 
remain the only publicly 
available bylaws on the 
centre’s website.

Board president Tammi 
Givans did not respond to a 
request to confi rm that this 

is the up-to-date bylaw by 
press time.
Board denies intimidation, 

rejects staffi ng and 
membership concerns
On Oct. 16, 2025, The 

Lake Report published 
accounts from Vanderklis, 
a former staff member and 
board member, who said 
they and others at the centre 
have faced intimidation, 
mistreatment and misman-
agement from the board of 
directors.

Givans said that she 
doesn’t know anyone who 
has dealt with these issues 
since she joined the board, 
which was April last year.

“I have heard their stories 
of what happened previous-
ly,” she said. “They’re valid, 
is the thing.”

“They just were not hap-
pening with the people who 
are currently sitting on your 
board.”

It is not clear which it-
eration of the board Givans 
was referring to in that 
remark and she did not re-
spond to a request to clarify 
by press time.

She said there may be “re-
sidual feelings” from past 
issues at the centre, but “no 
massive confl icts” involving 
bullying, leaves of absence 
or anything similar taking 
place now.

“We all work together 
here. The board comes in 
and helps.”

Lewis also rejected claims 
that current board members 
have intimidated staff.

“We never received one 
complaint,” she said.

Givans also disputed what 
Vanderklis previously de-
scribed as an understaffed 
centre, saying it has 41 
funded positions with two 
staff on educational leave, 
three on medical leave and 

six positions vacant — leav-
ing 11 of the centre’s 41 jobs 
not staffed.

Former board members 
also raised concerns about 
membership application 
handling.

Givans said the board 
does not arbitrarily delay or 
waive applications, noting 
the centre currently has 
about 100 members, with 
four applications denied and 
one membership revoked. 
Additional unratifi ed ap-
plications expected to bring 
the total to “well over 100 
active members,” she added.

Court ruling sparks 
cheque dispute

Questions have also been 
raised about cheques issued 
to former board members 
following a September 2024 
court case.

In 2023, board mem-
bers Lacey Lewis, Wanda 
Griffi n, Wendy Wilson 
and Bobbi Jones Japp were 
removed amid confl ict and 
allegations of mistreatment 
of staff and a new board 
was elected at a special 
members meeting.

This change was ruled 
invalid in September 2024 
after a judge found it 
violated the centre’s bylaws 
and Ontario law, ordering 

their reinstatement later that 
year.

In previous coverage, 
Vanderklis said the cheques 
should not have been issued, 
arguing “the court ruled 
that they were only able to 
receive $80,000” — not ad-
ditional compensation.

“That’s all they’re entitled 
to,” he said.

Lewis disputed that 
characterization, saying 
total legal costs exceeded 
$170,000 and her and 
the others’ cheques were 
reimbursements “through 
the proper governance, 
the proper channels” for 
out-of-pocket expenses not 
fully covered by the court’s 
$80,000 award.

Under the bylaws, 
directors receive no 
remuneration for serving 
on the board but may be 
reimbursed for reason-
able expenses incurred in 
performing their duties. The 
bylaws do not outline an 
approval process for such 
reimbursements.

According to Ontario 
civil procedure, courts 
have discretion to award a 
portion of legal costs to a 
successful party, but such 
awards typically cover only 
part of the fees incurred and 

are not automatic.
“Sometimes, as a volun-

teer, you don’t ask for that 
stuff back. Sometimes, as 
a volunteer, you might,” 
Lewis said, adding she was 
not involved in the approval 
or signing of the cheques, 
citing a confl ict of interest.

Givans did not respond to 
a request for board records 
or minutes of the decision 
by press time.

Vanderklis said the ruling 
restored the board’s author-
ity until the next annual 
general meeting, which he 
said was not held in time, 
but Givans said provincial 
rules allow the next meeting 
to be held in early 2026 or 
a maximum of 15 months 
after the previous one.

The annual general meet-
ing is scheduled for March 6.

Confl icting narratives 
surround Sept. 11 protest
A small protest held Sept. 

11 outside the centre has 
become a point of dispute.

Vanderklis previously 
said community members 
organized the protest at 
staff’s request, though no 
employees participated, 
and alleged the board was 
holding a meeting without 
notice, which he said is not 
permitted.

He said staff reached 
out to him beforehand and 
alleged they were threat-
ened with dismissal if they 
participated and were sent 
home from the centre.

Givans and Lewis dis-
puted that account, saying it 
was not a board meeting but 
that Lewis and two other 
directors were at the centre 
preparing orientation ma-
terials for newly appointed 
board members.

They denied threatening 
staff, saying one director 
briefl y left to relay informa-
tion about the protest and no 
employees were confronted. 
They added that no notice 
was required because it was 
not an offi cial meeting.

Givans said the centre 
contacted police after 
receiving “several frantic 
calls and messages” about 
online discourse sur-
rounding the matter and 
sent staff home as a safety 
precaution on authorities’ 
advice. Lewis added that 
the board fi rst attempted 
to address the situation 
through Indigenous liaison 
channels but called police 
when those supports were 
unavailable.

Vanderklis said his con-
cerns stem from conversa-
tions he had directly with 
staff.

“Maybe what they’re say-
ing is true. I don’t know,” he 
said. “But what I can speak 
with absolute certainty on is 
that I had direct conversa-
tions with staff.”

“They’re fearing for their 
jobs.”

The bylaws set notice 
requirements for members’ 
and board meetings, but do 
not address directors at-
tending the centre outside of 
formally called meetings.
paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Tensions have resurfaced at the Niagara Regional Native Centre, with current leaders 
rejecting allegations of intimidation and governance concerns. PAIGE SEBURN

Native Centre board members counter misconduct allegations
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Residents weighed in 
Monday on plans to build 
a two-storey commercial 
building and a fi ve-storey 
residential building on 
Four Mile Creek Road dur-
ing an open house hosted 
by the town.

The five-storey residen-
tial building, to be located 
at 1544-1546 Four Mile 
Creek Rd., would include 
31 apartments and rooftop 
amenity space on the fifth 
floor. The development 
would provide 241 surface 
and underground parking 
spaces.

“The proposal will sup-
port new housing by pro-

viding a range of unit sizes 
to accommodate all stages 
of life,” said Lauren Saito, 
a planner with MHBC 
Planning.

A house and garage cur-
rently occupy the property.

The listed owner is 
Stephen Aghaei of Times 
Group Corp. in Markham, 

who attended the open 
house.

The developer has submit-
ted a revised application 
that would allow for a larger 
project. The original pro-
posal included residential 
and commercial buildings 
ranging from 3,600 to 
3,800 square metres each. 
The revised plan calls 
for a 6,433-square-metre 
residential building and a 
7,985-square-metre com-
mercial building.

The updated proposal 
also increases the height 
of the residential building, 
as well as the number of 
parking and bicycle spaces, 
apartment units and overall 
density.

Lloyd Redekopp, who 
owns property south of the 

site, questioned ownership 
of the road allowance asso-
ciated with the development. 
Resident Michael Watson 
also raised the issue.

Aghaei said they hold 
title to the road allowance 
through ownership of the 
property, but the town dis-
putes that claim.

“It is ongoing discussion 
to resolve that as quickly as 
possible,” said Dana Ander-
son, a partner at MHBC.

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
resident and municipal 
heritage committee mem-
ber David Snelgrove asked 
whether the units would be 
rentals or condominiums. 
Anderson said the developer 
is interested in rental units 
given current market condi-
tions, but no decision has 

been made.
Snelgrove also cautioned 

about the design of the 
underground parking garage 
serving two buildings.

“Sometimes they’re 
required to be integrated 
together, so that’s just a 
caution for you to keep in 
mind,” he said.

Watson questioned the 
scope of the underground 
garage, particularly the 
amount of soil that would 
need to be excavated.

“It’s too far down the road 
to plan this,” said Aghaei.

Council will hold a public 
meeting on the proposal 
March 3 at 6 p.m. in the 
council chambers at Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake town hall, 
near the proposed site.

daniel@niagaranow.com

Council heard from residents on Monday about proposed 
commercial and residential buildings at 1544-1546 Four 
Mile Creek Rd. in Virgil. A public meeting will be held on 
March 3 to discuss plans for the site. DAN SMEENK

Proposed fi ve-storey residential building for Virgil faces backlash



February 26, 2026
Page 7

NEWS

JOY MIELE, REALTOR
Joy@McGarrRealty.com 905.347.3728

2203 Niagara Stone Rd., Niagara-on-the-Lake
$2,750,000

9  RES ID ENT IA L  UN I T S  AP P ROV ED

SP AC IOUS  AN D  MODER N

NICOLE MARSH-BURKE, BROKER
Nicole@McGarrRealty.com  905.751.5171

75 Millpond Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake
$1,580,000

JOY MIELE, REALTOR
Joy@McGarrRealty.com  905.347.3728

B E A U T I F U L  S T R E E T  I N  A N  I D Y L L I C  T O W N

Lot 1 Bayberry Lane, Niagara-on-the-Lake
$775,000

Lot 1

EX CE L L E NT  E XPOS URE
AMBER LOFORTI, REALTOR

Amber@McGarrRealty.com  905.359.5780

1507 Niagara Stone Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake
$780,000

Your Niagara-on-the-Lake Real Estate Professionals

1507 Niagara Stone Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON, L0S 1J0   905.468.9229

CYNTHIA LOFORTI, REALTOR
Cindi@McGarrRealty.com  905.329.0353

LAKEFRONT  P ER FECT ION

89 October Drive, St. Catharines
$3,200,000

WE ARE LOCAL
WE ARE TIMELESS

WE ARE GLOBAL
WE ARE INNOVATORS

WE ARE LOCAL
WE ARE TIMELESS

WE ARE GLOBAL
WE ARE INNOVATORS

JOY MIELE, REALTOR
Joy@McGarrRealty.com 905.347.3728

2203 Niagara Stone Rd., Niagara-on-the-Lake
$2,750,000

9  RES ID ENT IA L  UN I T S  AP P ROV ED

SP AC IOUS  AN D  MODER N

NICOLE MARSH-BURKE, BROKER
Nicole@McGarrRealty.com  905.751.5171

75 Millpond Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake
$1,580,000

Dan Smeenk
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The sound of pickleball 
paddles striking whiffl e 
balls likely won’t return 
to Virgil Sports Park this 
spring and summer, as the 
long-standing issue of noise 
complaints, which led to a 
prior two-year ban on pick-
leball at the Virgil courts, 
persists.

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
council voted to keep the 
courts closed at its Tuesday 
meeting while it works to 
provide pickleball players 
with access to an another 
outdoor court this year.

Coun. Erwin Wiens said 
the town is closing the 
courts because it couldn’t 
fi nd a solution to the noise 
issues that led to the ban 
from 2022 to 2024.

“We had tried everything 
we could to mitigate the 
noise and mitigate the issues 
and we’re just unsuccessful 
in doing that,” he said.

In 2022, a resident of 
the courts’ neighbouring 
Lamberts Walk condo-
miniums took both the town 
and the NOTL Pickleball 
Club to court over what she 
described as excessive noise 

from the park.
A Welland court judge 

found both the town and 
the club in violation of the 
municipal noise bylaw and 
ordered the two-year proba-
tion on pickleball at the 
Virgil courts. The town and 
the club were each fi ned 
$1,000.

NOTL Pickleball Club 
president Dragana Simao 
said this latest closure has 
left the members of the 

NOTL Pickleball Club “sur-
prised and disappointed.”

“They have been a valued 
recreational space for 
both our members and the 
broader community.”

Simao detailed the club’s 
efforts to reduce the noise 
levels after the ban was 
lifted.

“Sound barriers were 
installed, with fi nancial 
contributions from the 
club,” she said. “In addition, 

the club reduced its sched-
uled play hours, particularly 
in the early mornings and 
evenings.”

“It’s also important to 
note that the courts were 
frequently used by the 
general public, including 
visitors to NOTL, refl ecting 
the sport’s growing popu-
larity.”

Janice Young, a resident 
of building D at Lamberts 
Walk since 2019, which is 

the furthest building from 
the pickleball courts in that 
neighbourhood, said she 
was disappointed by the 
closure.

“For me, it’s a pleasant 
sound,” she said, saying she 
just heard ball hitting and 
laughter.

“I don’t necessarily think 
that the people who’ve 
made these complaints are 
like most of the residents 
from Lamberts Walk, I 

don’t think they would 
agree.”

She described the sports 
game in the area, including 
basketball and baseball, as 
“all a part of life.”

Young said the sound 
barriers didn’t make a 
huge difference from her 
perspective, and that it was 
“more of a visual” to ap-
pease people in buildings A 
and B, which are closer to 
the court.

Wiens said the town 
would have to move “as 
quick as they can” to fi nd a 
new location.

Simao said the club has 
525 members. She said that 
“while we don’t have exact 
seasonal usage fi gures, the 
Virgil courts were regularly 
used by a signifi cant num-
ber of members, in addition 
to community residents and 
visitors to NOTL.”

The courts were frequent-
ly used outside club-desig-
nated hours, she added.

Pickleball will remain 
available outdoors at 
Queenston Heights Park and 
indoors year-round at the 
NOTL Community Centre, 
as well as at Centennial 
Arena in the spring and 
summer.

daniel@niagaranow.com

Pickleball’s on hold at Centennial Sports Park. The town is trying to fi nd another, more “appropriate” court. FILE

Noise issues sideline pickleball again at Virgil courts
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AVIS PUBLIC 
PYLÔNE DE TÉLÉCOMMUNICATION PROPOSÉE DE SHARED 

TOWER INC. 
COIN SUD-EST DE NIAGARA RIVER PKWY. ET LIGNE EST ET 

OUEST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, ON 
(43.234056, -79.061226) 

NUMÉRO DE DOSSIER DE SHARED TOWER INC : STC0615 
 
Shared Tower Inc. propose l'installation d'une antenne de 
35 mètres situé à coin sud-est de Niagara River Pkwy. Et 
East & West Line (sans adresse municipale), 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON (coordonnées : 43.234056, 
-79.061226). L'éclairage et la signalisation seront 
déterminés par NAV Canada et Transports Canada. 
L'installation comprendra un enclos clôturé de 10 m sur 10 
m. La structure de 35 m pourra accueillir la charge initiale 
et future de tous les fournisseurs de services cellulaires, 
ainsi que des équipements sans fil fixes supplémentaires, 
au besoin. 

  
Innovation, science et développement économique 
Canada (ISDEC) est l'organisme directeur pour les 
installations de ce type et peut être contacté à l'adresse 
suivante : 
 
Bureau de l’ISED : Bureau de district du Sud-Ouest de 
l'Ontario 
4475, chemin de service Nord, bureau 100, Burlington, ON 
L7L 4X7 
Tél. : 1-855-465-6307; Fax : 905-639-6551 
Courriel : ic.spectrumswodo-spectrebdsoo.ic@canada.ca 
  
Une séance d'information publique aura lieu au 
Queenston Chapel, 29 rue Queenston, Queenston, ON L0S 
1L0, le 1er avril 2026 de 18h00 à 19h00. 
 
TOUTE PERSONNE peut soumettre une proposition écrite 
aux personnes énumérées ci-dessous au plus tard à 17 h 
(HE) le 6 avril 2026. Veuillez mentionner notre numéro de 
dossier, STC0615, dans votre correspondance. 
 

SITE LOCATION MAP/CARTE DE L’EMPLACEMENT DU SITE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PROPOSED SHARED TOWER INC. 
TELECOMMUNICATION TOWER 

SOUTHEAST CORNER OF NIAGARA RIVER PKWY. AND EAST & 
WEST LINE, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, ON  

(43.234056, -79.061226) 
SHARED TOWER FILE NO. STC0615 

 
Shared Tower Inc. is proposing a 35-metre antenna 
system located at Southeast Corner of Niagara River Pkwy. 
And East & West Line (No Municipal Address), 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON (coordinates: 43.234056, 
-79.061226). Lighting and marking features are to be 
determined by NAV Canada and Transport Canada. The 
facility will consist of a 10m by 10m fenced compound The 
35m structure will accommodate initial and future loading 
for all cellular service providers, and additional fixed 
wireless equipment as required.  
 
Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada 
(ISEDC) is the governing body for installations of this type 
of telecommunication installation and can be contacted 
at: 
 
ISEDC – Southwestern Ontario District Office  
4475 North Service Road, Suite 100, Burlington, ON L7L 4X7 
Telephone: 1-855-465-6307 
Fax: 905-639-6551 
Email: ic.spectrumswodo-spectrebdsoo.ic@canada.ca 
 
A Public Information Session will be held at Queenston 
Chapel, 29 Queenston St, Queenston, ON L0S 1L0 on April 
1st, 2026  from 6:00 - 7:00 PM. 
 
ANY PERSON may make a written submission to the 
individuals listed below no later than 5pm (ET) on April 
6th, 2026. Please reference our file number, STC0615, in 
your correspondence.     
 
Further information may also be obtained through the 
following contacts:  
 
APPLICANT CONTACT/PERSONNE-RESSOURCE DE LA 
DEMANDE:  
Cheyenne Zierler 
Shared Tower Inc. 
1300 Cornwall Rd. Unit 101, Oakville ON, L6J 7W5 
czierler@sharedtower.ca 
 
Niagara Parks Contact Information: 
Guest Services Centre 
Email: info@niagaraparks.com 
 

 

 

AVIS PUBLIC 
PYLÔNE DE TÉLÉCOMMUNICATION PROPOSÉE DE SHARED 

TOWER INC. 
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE - NO MUNICIPAL ADDRESS 

(43.199717, -79.055437) 
NUMÉRO DE DOSSIER DE SHARED TOWER INC : STC0600 

 
Shared Tower Inc. propose l'installation d'une antenne de 
35 mètres le long de la promenade Niagara River Parkway 
(sans adresse municipale, coordonnées : 43,199717, 
-79,055437). L'éclairage et la signalisation seront 
déterminés par NAV Canada et Transports Canada. 
L'installation comprendra un enclos clôturé de 9 m sur 10 
m. La structure de 35 m pourra accueillir la charge initiale 
et future de tous les fournisseurs de services cellulaires, 
ainsi que des équipements sans fil fixes supplémentaires, 
au besoin. 

  
Innovation, science et développement économique 
Canada (ISDEC) est l'organisme directeur pour les 
installations de ce type et peut être contacté à l'adresse 
suivante : 
 
Bureau de l’ISED : Bureau de district du Sud-Ouest de 
l'Ontario 
4475, chemin de service Nord, bureau 100, Burlington, ON 
L7L 4X7 
Tél. : 1-855-465-6307; Fax : 905-639-6551 
Courriel : ic.spectrumswodo-spectrebdsoo.ic@canada.ca 
  
Une séance d'information publique aura lieu au 
Queenston Chapel, 29 rue Queenston, Queenston, ON L0S 
1L0, le 1er avril 2026 de 18h00 à 19h00. 
 
TOUTE PERSONNE peut soumettre une proposition écrite 
aux personnes énumérées ci-dessous au plus tard à 17 h 
(HE) le 6 avril 2026. Veuillez mentionner notre numéro de 
dossier, STC0600, dans votre correspondance. 
 

SITE LOCATION MAP/CARTE DE L’EMPLACEMENT DU SITE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PROPOSED SHARED TOWER INC. TELECOMMUNICATION 

TOWER 
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE - NO MUNICIPAL ADDRESS 

(43.199717, -79.055437) 
SHARED TOWER FILE NO. STC0600 

 
Shared Tower Inc. is proposing a 35-metre antenna 
system along the Niagara River Parkway (43.199717, 
-79.055437). Lighting and marking features are to be 
determined by NAV Canada and Transport Canada. The 
facility will consist of a 9m by 10m fenced compound The 
35m structure will accommodate initial and future loading 
for all cellular service providers, and additional fixed 
wireless equipment as required.  
 
Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada 
(ISEDC) is the governing body for installations of this type 
of telecommunication installation and can be contacted 
at: 
 
ISEDC – Southwestern Ontario District Office  
4475 North Service Road, Suite 100, Burlington, ON L7L 4X7 
Telephone: 1-855-465-6307 
Fax: 905-639-6551 
Email: ic.spectrumswodo-spectrebdsoo.ic@canada.ca 
 
A Public Information Session will be held at Queenston 
Chapel, 29 Queenston St, Queenston, ON L0S 1L0 on April 
1st, 2026  from 6:00 - 7:00 PM. 
 
ANY PERSON may make a written submission to the 
individuals listed below no later than 5pm (ET) on April 
6th, 2026. Please reference our file number, STC0600, in 
your correspondence.     
 
Further information may also be obtained through the 
following contacts:  
 
APPLICANT CONTACT/PERSONNE-RESSOURCE DE LA 
DEMANDE:  
Audrey Burella 
Shared Tower Inc. 
1300 Cornwall Rd. Unit 101, Oakville ON, L6J 7W5 
aburella@sharedtower.ca 
 
Niagara Parks Contact Information: 
Guest Services Centre 
Email: info@niagaraparks.com 
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The Rotary Club of Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake is getting a 
big lift from Peller Estates 
Winery and Restaurant, to 
the tune of $3,470, raised 
through the restaurant’s 
Holiday House Tour silent 
auction the previous week.

Peller Estates is the 
club’s platinum sponsor 
— its highest sponsorship 
level — a status it has held 
for “many years,” said 
Carol Lipsett, chair of the 
Holiday House Tour. The 
winery earns the designa-
tion through a combination 
of monetary and in-kind 
support.

“Peller has been a sponsor 
with us for a long time,” 
Lipsett said.

The club also offers gold, 
silver and bronze sponsor-
ship levels.

Peller Estates held a silent 
auction last year that raised 
$1,100, Lipsett said.

The silent auction is 
part of the annual Holiday 
House Tour, held each De-
cember. The event features 
historic Niagara-on-the-
Lake homes that owners 
lend to the club for decorat-
ing and public tours.

This year’s tour featured 

seven homes, along with a 
separate event at the McAr-
thur Estate, the former resi-
dence of Trisha Romance.

“It’s become a real NOTL 
event,” Lipsett said. “4,000 
people, approximately, 
come every year.”

Peller event manager Lee-
anne Spelier said they went 
with several smaller items 
this year rather than a few 
big items, which she said 
“generated more excitement 
and more bidding and in 

turn created more dollars.”
The prizes included tour 

and dining experiences, 
packages that included 
self-care items and gourmet 
food and snacks, picnic 
basket, a Yeti cooler and 
cup, Christmas decor items 
and wines and spirits from 
Peller stores.

The Rotary Club debriefs 
in January to review the 
event and begins fundrais-
ing, marketing and planning 
in February, Lipsett said. 

Ticket sales and corporate 
sponsorships support chari-
table organizations and help 
offset event expenses.

In a post on its page, 
the club said the dona-
tion brings this year’s 
Holiday House Tour total to 
$212,000.

In July, the club will allo-
cate the funds — $106,000 
to its international services 
committee and $106,000 to 
its local services commit-
tee — that will determine 
the recipient organizations, 
Lipsett said.

International organiza-
tions the club has supported 
in the past include End 
Polio Now and ShelterBox 
disaster relief.

Local recipients have 
included Red Roof Retreat, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Mu-
seum, Niagara Pumphouse, 
Ronald McDonald House, 
St. George’s Breakfast 
Program, Gillian’s Place, 
NOTL Palliative Care, 
Niagara Nutrition Partners, 
The Farmworker Hub and 
Westview Centre 4 Women.

Lipsett said it “takes a 
village” to do this work and 
wants the community to 
know about the fundraising 
efforts.

“It’s pretty unique,” she 
said.

daniel@niagaranow.com

From left, Holiday House Tour organizers Rose Ellen 
Campbell, Carol Lipsett, Peller Estates Winery event 
manager Leeanne Spelier, and Holiday House Tour 
organizer Kevin Stokes pose with $3,470 cheque from 
Peller from its silent auction earlier this month. SOURCED

Rotary gets $3,470 gift from Peller Estates
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William Shakespeare once asked, “What’s in a name?” At the Royal George, the answer 
is: more than four decades of history. After decades of occupying a spot in downtown 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, the marquee on the Royal George Theatre has been stripped 
of its name. Demolition has been put on pause as the Shaw is still in a legal dispute 
challenging the legality of tearing down the beloved theatre. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Royal George marquee stripped bare
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This tiny column gives tips to help promote 
kindness in our lives and spread joy and happiness.

#64: When dining out and 
the table next to yours is 
celebrating a birthday, 
engage in singing Happy 
Birthday to them to make 
them feel special.

Editorial

Red, white and proud: Two-year-old Ted 
Ball gives it his all while cheering on the 
Canadian men’s hockey Olympic team at the 
Sandtrap. Proud mom Sarah Ball looks on as 
Ted proves you’re never too young to be a 
superfan. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Canadian spirit

Kevin MacLean
Editor Emeritus

Sometimes we wonder if 
our political leaders think 
the people they serve are 
ignorant fools.

Sometimes their ac-
tions unintentionally speak 
volumes.

And sometimes their 
words belie their intentions 
as they say one thing, pro-
mote another and then deny 
they ever said the former.

Politics can make your 
head spin, as we are seeing 
in a fresh effort to shrink 
the number of municipali-
ties in Niagara Region.

Tuesday night at Niagara-
on-the-Lake’s council meet-
ing the gong show was on 
full display.

The ring leader was a 
guest — the newly appoint-
ed chair of Niagara Region 
and Tory political hench-
man Bob Gale.

Gale’s presentation was, 
to be frank, embarrassing. It 
offered mainly self-serving 
anecdotes and tales from his 
long career in Niagara poli-
tics, with no data or details 
to support his effort to pos-
sibly amalgamate Niagara’s 
12 local municipalities into 
one, three or four larger 
cities.

It was so poorly done we 
almost felt sorry for him. 
Almost.

At one point he insisted 
the whole charade of giving 
area municipal leaders bare-
ly two weeks to respond to 
the amalgamation proposal 
was solely his idea.

Two weeks, why bother? 
Well, in Gale’s view, people 
have been complaining and 
musing about blowing up 

Niagara’s governance model 
for “the last 27 years.”

So, there’s already been 
plenty of debate.

Later Gale seemingly 
misspoke and said he has 
been “tasked” with solving 
Niagara’s regional conun-
drum — as if perhaps Pre-
mier Doug Ford had given 
him that “task.”

(Asked about that on 
Wednesday in Niagara 
Falls, Ford dodged the 
question but wisely said it 
would be up to Niagara’s 
leaders to decide whether 
to amalgamate or “continue 
to pay double-digit” tax in-
creases. So, we know where 
he stands on the subject.)

Meanwhile, back at 
NOTL council, Gale denied 
ever saying he’d been 
“tasked” with the amalga-
mation assignment. But our 
own ears and the meeting 
video, as Lord Mayor Gary 
Zalepa reminded him, 
would tell the tale of his 
utterance.

A predictable scenario, 
perhaps. Just another minor, 

annoying example of how 
powerful people often try 
to steamroll through issues 
to get their own way and, 
in some cases, tell you that 
you didn’t actually hear 
what you just heard.

We’ve grown so used to 
it, many just assume that 
politicos twist the truth as a 
matter of habit. Such cyni-
cism.

The night before the 
farce in NOTL, Gale made 
a similar ill-prepared 
presentation to Fort Erie 
council, which subsequently 
voted to pursue a code of 
conduct complaint against 
the regional chair for citing 
a litany of regional waste 
while being unable to pro-
vide any examples of such.

At the NOTL meeting, 
Gale had to admit sev-
eral times that he was “not 
aware” of numerous facts 
related to amalgamation, 
especially regarding how 
the practice never brings 
the windfall of cost savings 
predicted by proponents.

This whole seat-of-the-

pants, back-of-the-napkin 
approach to blowing up a 
regional system that dates 
back to the days of Progres-
sive Conservative premiers 
John Robarts and Bill 
Davis seems intentionally 
rushed, with a pre-ordained 
outcome.

Ontario has a munici-
pal election on Oct. 26. Is 
Gale’s big push on amalga-
mation being driven by that?

The regional chair’s 
presentations and arguments 
thus far have made for a 
low-grade “Bob and Doug” 
tragicomedy. It might be 
humorous if so much was 
not at stake.

Yes, many feel the re-
gional model of governance 
needs improvement. So, by 
all means, let’s look at it.

But to make an informed 
decision, we need relevant 
data and evidence, not sim-
plistic, anecdotal arguments.

We must rely on more 
than just the mantras of “ef-
fi ciencies” or “we have too 
many local municipalities” 
or “all these councillors cost 
way too much” (uh, well, 
in NOTL, where they earn 
barely $20,000 a year, that’s 
hardly the case).

Yes, NOTLers already 
pay a lot in local and region-
al taxes — way more than 
we should, especially for 
policing (as we have argued 
previously).

But let’s take a careful 
and thoughtful approach 
toward amalgamation. 
Niagara’s entire system of 
local democratic representa-
tion hangs in the balance.

If we’re going to change 
it, let’s make sure it is for 
the better..

editor@niagaranow.com

Niagara’s amalgamation gong show

Premier Doug Ford’s political henchman, appointed 
region chair Bob Gale, gave an embarrassing presentation 
to Niagara-on-the-Lake council on Tuesday, admitting 
he’s completely ignorant of numerous studies that show 
amalgamation does not equal savings. DAVE VAN DE LAAR
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Garth Turner
Columnist

A core business on Queen 
Street is bracing for survival.

“We’re kicking up the 
social media and online 
profi le,” the owner told me 
days ago. “The trucks have 
already started and once that 
hoarding goes up, blocking 
people, we’re going to need 
the digital business just to 
get by.”

Yes, it’s impactful. And just 
the beginning. Unless a court 
challenge is successful today 
(Feb. 26) — which seems 
doubtful — the Royal George 
will soon be another dusty 
pile of junk and the irrevers-
ible altering of NOTL’s iconic 
street (and premier economic 
gem) will be upon us.

Go visit Victoria Street. See 
for yourself. The next month 
will bring the collapse of the 
theatre, the erasure of the 
historic barber shop beside it 
(lately a box offi ce and ward-
robe place) and geothermal 
drilling.

After that, digging. So 
much digging. So many 
dump trucks. And all of them 
are slated to rumble, fully 
loaded, through the adjacent 
heritage residential area.

“If I had a historic house on 
Prideaux Street with a stone 

foundation (which I wish I 
did), I’d be thinking about 
getting an engineer’s report 
with documentation on the 
foundation and brickwork,” 
says Mark Taylor.

The professional builder 
has roots in NOTL and seri-
ous concerns for what may be 
about to happen here.

“I’m thinking about the 
thousands of trips that heavy 
trucks will make in and out 
through the streets,” he says. 
“I can’t imagine running 
heavy construction traffi c 
through the heritage district 
will end well. If you are on 
the trucking route, at the very 
least I would photograph my 
foundation (where exposed) 
and the exterior brickwork 
looking for fracture lines in 
the mortar joints.”

In case you missed it, the 
construction plan (which 
elected politicians have not 
seen, has not been made 
public and which staff will be 

quietly approving) calls for 
a truck every nine minutes 
(during the dig phase) to roll 
through Old Town’s signa-
ture heritage home district. 
Details of this are missing 
from the builder’s site (roy-
algeorge@govanbrown.com) 
but are spelled out graphi-
cally in the plan.

Will that document ever be 
posted online by Nick Ruller, 
who runs NOTL as CAO, or 
Aimee Alderman, the new 
planning czar? Will we get 
transparency?

Don’t count on it. Not after 
the RGO (Ruller gag order) 
that we detailed last week. 
If your reporter wants more 
info out of town hall, I’ll have 
to wear a black balaclava and 
break in.

“Count me among those 
who look forward to your 
column each week,” writes 
Jim Reynolds. “In this day 
and age, when bending the 
knee to authority is encour-

aged, I appreciate a voice that 
tells it like it is. I drove past 
the horror on Victoria Street 
today to see your predictions 
already coming to pass.

And Dave Vida is giving 
voice to the cynicism swirling 
at the moment.

“The idea that NOTL is an 
island and can stay a strong 
gatekeeper of history and 
preservation is a noble one, 
but politicians march to a dif-
ferent woke drummer...” he 
warns. “Doug Ford and oth-
ers are against, and have gone 
to great lengths to destroy, 
the Heritage Act, and the idea 
that it should prevail.”

“Once the new theatre is 
half-built, someone will say 
we now need to appropriate 
another dozen historic prop-
erties for the badly needed 
parking garage next to the 
new George (another four 
years of construction). Or 
maybe a 10-storey hotel, over 
the parking garage. We can 
partner with a chain!”

Some fear recent deci-
sions — the Parliament Oak 
hotel (now with a tower crane 
soaring over the hood), the 
massive Royal George com-
plex, the Berlin brick wall 
of short-term rentals and the 
glassy Clayfi eld (Terminal 4) 
Hotel — will ruin this place. 
And what if amalgamation 
happens and we slip into the 
greasy clutches of Niagara 
Falls?

This seems like a pivotal 
moment. A call to arms. I’m 
channelling 1812.

Garth Turner is a NOTL 
resident, journalist, author, 
wealth manager and former 
federal MP and minister. 

garth@garth.ca

So much digging. So little telling

Farewell to Scott Finlay, our Sir Isaac Brock

Equipment has been massed where Old Town heritage 
buildings recently stood. GARTH TURNER

Page 11

“Squid Game” put a gruesome 
twist on this stop-and-go game 

also called Statues.

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style
Category: COME OUT AND PLAY

Dear editor:
We were saddened to 

learn of the passing of our 
dear friend and colleague, 
Scott Finlay, on Feb. 19.

We fi rst met Scott when 
he portrayed Maj.-Gen. 
Sir Isaac Brock during the 
town’s 1812 bicentennial 
celebrations. Through those 
events and in the years that 
followed, he became a dear 
friend and colleague.

Intelligent, generous, 
kind, and dedicated, Scott 
was always willing to 
don his magnifi cent 1812 
general’s uniform to support 

local historic or fundrais-
ing events, whether for 
the NOTL Museum or the 
Friends of Fort George. He 
was a gifted orator, and 
audiences loved his warmth, 
quick wit and humour.

Scott was always will-
ing to help with the many 
fundraising events hosted by 

the Friends of Fort George. 
He cared deeply about com-
memorating Niagara’s rich 
history.

Born in Hamilton, Scott 
later moved with his family 
to St. Davids. After univer-
sity, he started his own com-
pany, providing master of 
ceremonies services at cor-
porate conferences. In the 
spring of 2009, he joined 
Parks Canada as a corporate 
co-ordinator at Fort George 
— a role he described as his 
“dream job.”

Scott once said, “Find 
your passion and pursue 

it; then there is no such 
thing as work.” He cer-
tainly found his at Fort 
George, bringing history to 
life through his portrayals 
of Brock and many other 
fi gures who helped shape 
Canada’s history.

Scott will be deeply 
missed by the Friends of 
Fort George and Parks 
Canada, and we extend our 
heartfelt condolences to his 
family.

Tony Chisholm 
President, 

Friends of Fort George
NOTL

Scott Finlay.
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Brian Marshall
Columnist

After the lamented pass-
ing of our regional chair, 
Jim Bradley, Premier Doug 
Ford — exercising his legis-
lative powers — appointed 
Bob Gale as Niagara’s 
newly anointed regional 
head honcho.

Not surprisingly as Ford’s 
appointee, Gale has under-
taken to champion the pre-
mier’s expressed direction 
for regional amalgamation.

Gale claims he has had a 
“bit of a change in mindset” 
since assuming the chair’s 
role, suggesting that he now 
has to look at the whole 
picture — although, why 
an elected regional council-
lor would not consider the 
greater good of Niagara in 
fulfi lling his duties remains 
a mystery.

Now, on the face of it, 126 
elected politicians serving 
on the 12 municipal coun-
cils and the regional council 
seems bloated. However, 

because the vast majority of 
Niagara’s councillors and 
mayors are considered to 
occupy part-time positions 
— and their compensation 
refl ects that — the actual 
cost charged to municipal 
coffers is only about 1 per 
cent of total operating.

That said, it should 
be noted that the cost of 
regional council in 2024 
was $1.411 million — an 
amount more than double 
that of the next-highest cost 
for a council (St. Catharines 
at $648,000) and nearly 
seven times greater than 
the average 2024 budgetary 
charge for councils across 
all Niagara municipalities 
(excluding Niagara Falls, 
Welland and St. Catharines) 
of $210,966.

Of course, this leads to 
the question of whether or 
not the value conferred by 
the regional council across 
Niagara is commiserate 
with its comparatively exor-
bitant cost.

But let’s move on to ad-
dress the question of amal-
gamation and, more specifi -
cally, whether there are any 
resultant cost savings.

We’ll set aside the experi-
ence of Toronto which, dur-
ing the post-amalgamation 
decade, suffered an operat-
ing budget that exploded 
by approximately 70 per 
cent. Instead, let’s consider 
the data contained within 

a study (authored by Lydia 
Miljan and Zachary Spicer) 
published by the Fraser 
Institute on May 26, 2015, 
examining the outcomes 
of amalgamation on three 
smaller Ontario municipali-
ties.

In the case of Kawartha 
Lakes, the municipal em-
ployee compensation budget 
cost rose by 52.9 per cent. 
In Haldimand, property 
taxes rose by 50 per cent. 
While in Norfolk, the long-
term debt mushroomed by 
111 per cent.

In fact, the published fi nd-
ings of this report resulted 
in the conclusion that while 
amalgamation was sup-
posed to bring cost savings, 
smaller government and 
lower taxes, it didn’t.

Across Canada and 
around the world, study af-
ter study examining the re-

sults of amalgamation have, 
almost invariably, concluded 
that it does not reduce costs 
— it increases them.

Timothy Cobban re-
searched the impact of 
amalgamation on Ontario 
municipal governments 
over a 15-year period. In 
a January 2014 interview 
with Global News (“Ontario 
municipalities spending 
more since amalgamation: 
report”), he observed that, 
“On average all municipali-
ties added employees, but 
restructured ones, ones that 
were amalgamated, added 
employees at twice the rate 
of unrestructured munici-
palities, ones that were left 
alone.”

Quite simply, a bigger 
organization requires more 
people, more time and more 
dollars to produce equiva-
lent results — a phenom-

enon this columnist delved 
into in the Jan. 25, 2024 
edition of The Lake Report 
(“Architext: Amalgama-
tion shows bigger is rarely 
better”).

From a commentary au-
thored by Spicer and Adam 
Found published by the C.D. 
Howe Institute (“Think-
ing Regionally: How to 
Improve Service Delivery 
in Canada’s Cities”) and 
citing multiple research 
papers, we read, “Munici-
pal amalgamation, in fact, 
produces few economies of 
scale, as many studies have 
shown. Rather, costs gener-
ally increase after amal-
gamation, despite repeated 
assertions that larger units 
of local government will 
result in cost savings. Aside 
from an increase in costs, 
research has also found that 
amalgamation has not led to 
municipal service effi cien-
cies.”

So, if amalgamation is not 
the answer to lower costs 
and smaller government, 
what is?

First and foremost, allow 
me to suggest the central-
ization across multiple 
municipalities and outsourc-
ing of certain functions to 
private companies may be 
part of the solution.

As one example, fl eet pro-
curement and maintenance:

Similar to any large corpo-
ration, every municipality has 

a fl eet of vehicles, which they 
acquire and maintain on a 
year-over-year basis. But, un-
like corporations that likely 
have a single fl eet manager 
(and very small staff) to co-
ordinate annual requirements 
and oversee contractual 
compliance with their out-
sourced fl eet provider, each 
municipality tends to do this 
all on their own at a signifi -
cant upside cost.

Why not follow the 
corporate example (it’s 
cheaper) and consolidate 
all of Niagara’s fl eet and 
maintenance under a single 
contract?

Want to reduce politi-
cians? Look fi rst to the 
regional council.

I see no reason why 
regional council should 
not be structured along the 
lines of the U.S. Senate: 
that is, two councillors from 
each municipality, which 
would result in a reduction 
of regional council to 24 
members from 32 (more 
than $540,000 in annual 
savings), and a signifi cant 
boon to equalizing demo-
cratic representation across 
Niagara.

And, so many more 
proven cost saving options 
to consider.

Brian Marshall is a 
NOTL realtor, author and 
expert consultant on archi-
tectural design, restoration 
and heritage.

Amalgamation costs less? Some researchers disagree

When asked Wednesday about research showing 
amalgamation doesn’t cut costs, Premier Doug Ford said, 
“I’ve never seen that.” DAVE VAN DE LAAR
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Wayne Gates
Special toThe Lake Report

Last week, Niagara 
Region Chair Bob Gale 
sent a letter to the mayors 
of Niagara’s 12 cities and 
towns about what he consid-
ers the “urgent need” for 
governance reform, up to 
and including possible mu-
nicipal amalgamation into a 
one-city or four-city model.

Let me clear: I’ve been 
ringing the alarm bells 
about this issue for a long 
time, and I am opposed to 
any plan of forced amalga-
mation of municipalities in 
Niagara, including Niagara-
on-the-Lake.

And that’s for three main 
reasons: the lack of evi-
dence supporting amalga-
mation as a cost-saving 
measure, the loss of local 
identity and decision-mak-
ing for smaller communities 
like NOTL, and the way 
that this process is being 
handled by Premier Doug 
Ford’s appointed chair 
without proper consultation 
or transparency.

I am open to plans for 
reform that cut costs for tax-
payers or improve services 
for residents. But what the 
data and research tell us is 

that forced amalgamation 
does not achieve the goals 
of lower costs or better ser-
vices. In fact, it may make 
life even more expensive for 
residents.

According to a report 
titled “Toronto Ten Years 
After Amalgamation” by 
Harvey Schwartz at York 
University, “One of the jus-
tifi cations given by the pro-
vincial government in sup-
port of amalgamation was 
that it would reduce costs 
by eliminating duplication 
and simplifying municipal 
government. The evidence 
indicates that amalgama-
tion has not reduced costs. 
On the contrary, it has 
increased costs.”

Niagara-on-the-Lake is 
one of the most special and 
unique communities in all 
of Canada. It was the fi rst 
capital of Upper Canada 
and is home to some of 
the greatest historical 
landmarks in all North 
America.

Our local economy is also 
dependent on this unique 
identity and culture, from the 
Shaw Festival to our winer-
ies to so many local shops 
and businesses. We need 
to have the ability for local 
voices to make decisions that 
are best for the character and 
residents of the town. All of 
that is put under threat by 
amalgamation.

In terms of the lack of 
appropriate consultation 
on such a huge decision, let 
me quote Lord Mayor Gary 
Zalepa, responding to chair 
Gale’s letter: “Any proposal 
that would fundamentally 
change our municipality 
must have a clear legislative 
foundation, a transparent 
process, and meaningful 
public consultation. None of 
that has occurred.”

Or the statement from 
Mayor Cheryl Ganann in 
West Lincoln: “I am very 
disappointed in the way that 
this matter was brought for-
ward for discussion this past 

week. Starting with the let-
ter from regional chair Bob 
Gale to Niagara mayors, 
dated Feb. 5 but not emailed 
until noon on Feb. 19, 
together with a letter sent 
to Municipal Affairs and 
Housing Minister Rob Flack 
that same day was not, in 
my mind, an appropriate 
way to start a discussion 
regarding an issue of such 
magnitude, an issue with 
potential repercussions for 
so many people living and 
working in Niagara today.”

Or, from the Town of 
Fort Erie: “It is not reason-
able to expect a careful and 
informed response to major 
and disruptive changes 
like governance reform or 
municipal amalgamation 
within 12 days. Rushing a 
decision of this size shows 
poor judgment and does 
not allow for meaningful 
consultation.”

Chair Gale has offered 
no evidence, no research 
and no data to support his 
claims about amalgama-
tion. Serious questions have 
been raised about whether 
a premier-appointed chair, 
who is a former Ontario PC 
candidate, is doing this for 
the benefi t of the communi-
ty or for the benefi t of those 
in the premier’s offi ce.

This is the wrong deci-
sion for Niagara-on-the-
Lake, and I will be stand-
ing against it, every step of 
the way.

Wayne Gates is the mem-
ber of provincial parliament 
for the Niagara Falls riding.

A map shared by MPP Wayne Gates shows towns and 
cities that could be erased if Niagara is amalgamated.

Amalgamation threatens the identity 
and decision-making power of NOTL

Has the culture of 
respect in NOTL 
gone for good?

We need clarity around heritage designations

Town offi cials shouldn’t 
be making important 
decisions in secret

Dear editor:
In light of the myriad of 

issues surrounding our pres-
ent town council, and the 
disturbing trend to withhold 
information as The Lake 
Report has reported, I am 
once again compelled to 
comment via a letter to the 
editor.

One would think that 
after eight decades, I should 
probably relax, sit back, 
watch the world unfold, 
and chill out. However, 
when something is wrong, 
you must speak up. Silence 
breeds complicity.

It was amazing to see this 
common thread throughout 
the letters to the editor last 
week. I would encourage 
other residents to speak up.

Over the years, I have 
been involved in town 
affairs through my employ-
ment with Parks Canada, 
chairman of the parks and 
recreation committee, the 
tree advisory committee, 
and president of the Chau-
tauqua Residents Associa-
tion.

All of those interactions 
with town council and staff 
over a period of 30 years 
were generally respect-
ful and courteous. How-
ever, things appear to have 
changed under the current 
administration.

The recent issue with Ry-
erson Park and the concerns 
I have, motivated me to ask 
some questions and make 
comments from a resident’s 
point of view. I emailed 
the lord mayor and all of 
town council. Four council 
members responded to me 
with respectful and digni-
fi ed responses, and thanking 
me for my input.

However, in contrast, the 
same cannot be said for the 
lord mayor. What I received 
was a curt and condescend-
ing one-liner.

Another example of this 
behavior (which I person-
ally witnessed), occurred 
at the committee of the 
whole meeting on Tues-
day, Feb. 10, when the 
lord mayor was chastised 
for his flippant and off-
handed remark about the 
discussion surrounding 
Ryerson Park as being 
“hysterical.”

Ironically, in a social 
media post recently (as 
reported by The Lake Re-
port), he was advocating for 
respectful treatment of town 
staff and council.

I would suggest that all 
of the controversy engulf-
ing this council since its’ 
inauguration, will pale in 
comparison to picking a 
fi ght with the free press and 
the media.

This council ran on a 
platform of transparency 
and listening to the wishes 
of the community. Yes, they 
sure did.

I for one, am extremely 
excited about the prolifera-
tion of mega commercial 
developments that threaten 
to suffocate this beautiful 
historical town.

Have any of you attempt-
ed to access and navigate 
the insane traffi c situation 
at Shoppers, Foodland, the 
Niagara Health Offi ce or 
Life Labs?

Imagine the traffi c chaos 
once Clayfi eld Commons is 
open for business. It boggles 
the mind.

If I may, I would like to 
give this council one small 
piece of advice: listen to 
your electorate and respond 
accordingly with respect 
and civility. In the mean-
time, I want to thank The 
Lake Report for keeping us 
as residents informed and 
aware.

Buddy Andres
NOTL

Dear editor:
Last week’s piece about 

the expansion of the 
heritage district may have 
created more anxiety than 
clarity (“Town expands Old 
Town heritage district after 
cost debate,” Feb. 19). Most 
residents are asking one 
simple question: how is this 
going to affect me?

The article didn’t clearly 
explain the difference 
between a property that 
is individually designated 
under Part IV of the Ontario 
Heritage Act and one that 
is simply located within a 
Part V heritage conserva-
tion district. Without that 
distinction, readers could 
reasonably conclude that 
every home inside the new 
boundary carries the heavier 
restrictions associated with 
Part IV designation.

What seemed to be miss-
ing was practical guidance. 
How does a homeowner 

determine whether their 
property is individually 
designated? If it isn’t, what 
does inclusion within the 
district actually mean for 
renovations, rebuilding or 
insurance?

When those practical 
questions aren’t addressed, 
uncertainty fi lls the gap.

Heritage preservation is 
important, but so is clear 
communication. A straight-

forward explanation of des-
ignation categories and the 
obligations that accompany 
them would go a long way 
toward helping residents 
understand their situation 
without unnecessary worry.

While stewardship sounds 
positive in principle, it can 
feel ambiguous without 
explanation. For many 
homeowners, the term may 
suggest responsibilities that 

carry potential restrictions 
and added expense. Trans-
parency is not an obstacle 
to preservation — it is es-
sential to it.

For homeowners who 
want to confi rm their prop-
erty’s status, it’s simple: just 
Google your address along 
with the words “heritage 
designation.” This is public 
record and can clarify 
whether your home is indi-
vidually designated under 
Part IV or simply part of a 
Part V district.

Part V primarily fo-
cuses on the facade and 
streetscape rather than 
specifi c materials, which 
is the key concern of Part 
IV; in other words, it’s 
about ensuring that rebuilt 
homes or new homes blend 
in with the neighbourhood 
rather than imposing strict 
requirements.

Debra Rowe
NOTL

Dear editor:
Thank you for your excel-

lent editorial on the role of 
a free press in a democratic 
society (“Editorial: Trans-
parency and the role of local 
media,” Feb. 12).

For too long, our local 
offi cials have made their 
important decisions in 
secret and have treated 

questions from the press 
and public as impertinent 
intrusions into their cozy 
process.

Thank you for keeping 
a foot in the door and for 
insisting on answers to 
questions you are asking on 
our behalf.

Jim Reynolds
NOTL

Those who own a house in the new heritage district need 
practical guidance about the implications of this latest 
move for their home, writes Debra Rowe. FILE
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OPINION

Censorship and freedom 
of press are incompatible

Survival swim lessons, yet no indoor pool?
Dear editor:
We’re again facing irony 

during Freedom to Read 
Week.

While we’re being “en-
couraged to think about and 
reaffi rm our commitment to 
intellectual freedom,” the 
town has announced it will 
be restricting information 
given to the media. Intellec-
tual freedom and censorship 
are incompatible.

There have been many 
interesting and insightful 
editorials and letters to the 
editor about this situation 
with many comparing the 
town’s announcement to 
censorious behavior south 
of the border. In fact, 
we don’t have to look to 
the U.S. for similarities 
because we have much to 
compare within our own 
borders.

I encourage everyone to 
read the Justice Centre for 
Constitutional Freedom’s 
report, “Manufactur-
ing consent: Government 
behavioural engineering of 

Canadians.” The summary 
reads as follows:

“This report examines 
how the Government of 
Canada has incorporated 
behavioural science and 
legislative mechanisms 
to shape public attitudes, 
restrict expression, and 
manage dissent. Through 
the Impact and Innova-
tion Unit (IIU) in the 
Privy Council Office 
(PCO), federal officials 
have implemented strat-
egies drawn from so-
called nudge theory to 
influence citizen behav-
iour under the guise of 
‘evidence-based policy.’ 
The Justice Centre urges 
thorough scrutiny of such 
behavioural programs 
to preserve transparent, 
representative governance 
in Canada.”

Thank you to The Lake 
Report for protecting de-
mocracy by holding those in 
power accountable.

Cathy Simpson
NOTL

Dear editor:
Your recent article on 

mandatory survival swim 
lessons raises an important 
issue for Niagara-on-the-
Lake (“Should survival 
swim lessons be mandatory 
for Ontario’s kids? Some 
say yes, absolutely,” Feb. 
19).

If swimming is a basic 
life skill — and council has 
supported urging the prov-
ince to make it mandatory 

— where will our children 
learn?

Niagara-on-the-Lake does 
not have its own indoor 
aquatic facility. Families 
must travel to Niagara Falls 
or St. Catharines for consis-
tent, year-round access.

That creates barriers of 
cost, transportation and 
limited program availabil-
ity — the very inequities 
highlighted in your article.

For more than a decade, 

residents have advocated 
for a local indoor pool. 
Petitions have been signed, 
surveys completed and 
council consulted. Yet the 
recently approved parks 
and recreation master plan 
rejected proposals for an 
indoor aquatic facility.

It is diffi cult to reconcile 
the town council’s public 
support for mandatory swim 
education with the absence 
of the infrastructure re-

quired to deliver it. The data 
from the Lifesaving Society 
of Canada makes clear that 
water safety is not optional.

If we believe swimming 
saves lives, local access 
must be part of the plan.

Dawn McIsaac, 
Sheila Serio, Pam Lillos, 

Garron Wells
Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Indoor Pool 
Facebook group

NOTL

NEW TO MARKET

Welcome to your dream home in the heart of Niagara-on-the-Lake! Built in 
2021, this stunning bungalow blends modern luxury with serene vineyard views. 

Bright, open-concept main floor featuring a quartz kitchen, stainless steel 
appliances, and a 6-ft island. It features 2 bedrooms and 2 baths on main floor, 
plus a partially finished basement with an additional bedroom, bath, rec room, 

and ample storage. Backing onto a picturesque vineyard and close to local 
wineries and charming shops — experience the best of wine country living.

Learn more at nancybailey.evrealestate.com.

©2026 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. Engel & Völkers and its 
independent License Partners are Equal Opportunity Employers and fully support the principles of the Fair Housing Act.

N A N C Y  B A I L E Y,  C I P S   •   E N G E L  &   VÖ L K E R S  OA K V I L L E
Broker | Private Offi  ce Advisor

226 Lakeshore Road East | Oakville | Ontario | L6J 1H8

905-371-4234 | nancy.bailey@evrealestate.com

4-1849 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil, ON
$1,090,000

N A N CY  BA I L E Y

H E AT H E R  H AY N E S   •   E N G E L  &   VÖ L K E R S  OA K V I L L E
Realtor

226 Lakeshore Road East | Oakville | Ontario | L6J 1H8

416-727-1201 | heather.haynes@evrealestate.com

The Lake Report  welcomes your lett ers to the editor. Please, write early and oft en. Lett ers ideally should be 
under 400 words long. Occasionally, longer lett ers may be published. All lett ers may be edited for conciseness, 
accuracy, libel and defamation. Please include your full name, street address and a daytime telephone number 
so that authorship can be authenticated. Only names and general addresses (eg. Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be 
published. Send your lett ers to editor@niagaranow.com or drop them by our offi  ce at 496 Mississagua St., NOTL.

We welcome your letters
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Dear editor:
This letter is in response 

to Coun. Maria Mavridis’ 
accusations towards a group 
of our neighbours here 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake 
(“When I stand up for truth, 
I get banned?” Feb. 5).

With all due respect to the 
councillor, there are many 
serious inaccuracies and 
allegations in her opinion 
letter that need to be cor-
rected.

First of all, Coun. Mavri-
dis was not banned from the 
group — she was temporar-
ily suspended for breaching 
the group’s rules (note that 
there is a signifi cant dif-
ference between the two in 
social media).

I might also mention that, 
not only was the suspen-
sion temporary, but she has 
already been reinstated.

Secondly, the group Resi-
dents 4 A Better NOTL is, 
in fact, a private group on a 
social media platform that 
defi nes very precisely what 
“private” means.

I run three different 
private groups on this plat-
form (note that I am only a 
member of Residents 4 A 
Better NOTL, not an admin) 
and the rules are very clear 

on each one: members join 
with the understanding that 
they are to respect every-
one’s privacy in the group; 
they cannot share or screen-
shot externally anything 
posted within the group.

A private group is a safe 
and strictly monitored 
place for members to post 
and conduct discussions of 
relevance. Residents 4 A 
Better NOTL is restricted to 
residents of NOTL only, due 
to its particular mandate of 
local knowledge, input and 
discussions; this residency 
requirement is carefully 
reviewed and upheld, unlike 
other NOTL groups that 

allow the world at large to 
join (which, of course, is 
their prerogative).

Thirdly, note that Coun. 
Mavridis repeats several 
times that she was “banned” 
from the group for trying 
to correct misinforma-
tion. Quote: “Not for being 
abusive. Not for violating 
standards. But because my 
participation disrupts a pre-
ferred negative narrative.”

In fact, it was put in writ-
ing to the councillor that 
the only reason she was 
admonished was because 
she was, in fact, violating 
the group’s rules.

Coun. Mavridis, as far as 

I know, is the only elected 
NOTL offi cial in this group, 
and I can honestly say this 
is truly appreciated because 
she helps us understand 
the frequently nebulous 
workings within our town 
governance.

She is welcome, together 
with all other residents of 
our town, to join, partici-
pate, comment and dis-
cuss within the group in a 
respectful, non-threatening, 
non-abusive way (far dif-
ferent than what frequently 
happens in other groups — 
and I say this from personal 
experience).

In this group, if we feel 
uncomfortable or person-
ally attacked, we have the 
absolute right to contact the 
admin, whom I trust to take 
action as appropriate.

It is not OK, however, 
to take one’s complaint to 
another group or even to 
this newspaper, with misin-
formation to which we can 
only respond days or weeks 
later.

Now that Coun. Mavridis 
realizes her error, I would 
expect her to retract her 
unfounded accusations

Elena Morandi-Bonner
NOTL

In response to Coun. Mavridis’ letter
OPINION

We need transparency on 
pickleball courts closure

Dear editor:
The reclosing of the 

outdoor pickleball courts at 
Virgil Sports Park is unac-
ceptable.

For two years, residents 
endured a shutdowns, legal 
disputes, and vague expla-
nations while one of the 
community’s most heavily 
used recreational facilities 
sat idle.

After fi nally reopening 
with mitigation measures 
in place, the courts are 
once again closed — leav-
ing residents frustrated 
and questioning the town’s 
commitment to providing 
accessible recreation.

Pickleball is not a nui-
sance. It is a legitimate, 
healthy, community-
building activity enjoyed 
by residents of all ages, 
particularly seniors who 
depend on it for exercise, 
social connection, and over-
all well-being.

Public recreational 
facilities exist to serve the 
broader community, not to 
be repeatedly withdrawn 
without clear and transpar-
ent justifi cation.

If additional concerns 
have arisen, taxpayers 

deserve honest communi-
cation. Citing confi dential 
matters while offering no 
meaningful explanation 
erodes public trust.

The town has already 
invested in sound mitigation 
efforts. If those measures 
are insuffi cient, then coun-
cil must present a concrete 
plan forward — whether 
through enhanced mitiga-
tion, adjusted hours, reloca-
tion or development of a 
purpose-built facility.

What residents should not 
accept is a cycle of reopen-
ing and reclosing with no 
clear resolution. Leadership 
requires balancing interests 
and delivering solutions, not 
prolonged uncertainty.

It is time for council 
to provide transparency, 
accountability and a fi rm 
timeline for restoring out-
door pickleball in Virgil.

Vince Serratore
St. Davids

A representative of the Residents 4 A Better NOTL 
Facebook group says Coun. Maria Mavridis’ ban from 
the group earlier this month was, in fact, a temporary 
suspension, and the councillor has been reinstated. FILE
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#1 Realtor in Niagara on the Lake since 2021 *transactions and volume

$1,000,000,000 in Real Estate Sold in Niagara

NIAGARA
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND 
OPERATED

FREE HOME 
EVALUATION
CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

905.329.3484
OVER $1 
BILLION 
IN REAL 
ESTATE 
SOLD 
SINCE 
2006

TEXT OR CALL GREG TODAY @ 905.329.3484
Greg has recently LISTED/SOLD 
these beautiful homes in your area!

If you would like to know what your 
home is worth, call Greg  today for a 
Free Home Evaluation.

107 Millpond Rd  - $1,999,999 by Evan McCaughey

13 Wilberforce -  $575,000 by Evan McCaughey 3 Fedorkow Lane,  Niagara on the Lake - $2,250,000

358C Martindale Rd, St. Catharines - $2,999,500

4009 Niagara Parkway, Fort Erie - $999,000

1074 Niagara Stone Rd, Niagara on the Lake - $4,500,000

380 Nassau, Niagara on the Lake - Asking $2,500,0003 Summerhayes,  Niagara on the Lake - $930,000

12 Pinot Trail,  Niagara on the Lake - $850,000

433 Four Mile Creek Rd, Niagara on the Lake -$3,888,000

3 Blackbird St, Niagara on the Lake - $889,500

$30,0
00 ov
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g

JUST 
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by Evan McCaughey
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OPINION

Did the black maple leaf jinx our Olympic hockey players?

Ross Robinson
Columnist

May I politely and 
respectfully ask, “What was 
with the black maple leaves 
on the sweaters worn by 
our women and men hockey 
players at the recent Winter 
Olympic Games in Italy?”

Some things in life 
are sacrosanct, not to be 
changed or even modifi ed. 
Inviolable, as it were.

Since the apparently 
nation-building Summit 
Series in 1972, a red 
or white maple leaf, 
sometimes stylized, has 
proudly identifi ed our 
international ice hockey 
players. Niagara’s own 
Terry O’Malley had 
creative input in the edgy 
design of those sweaters.

Generally speaking, I 

love the Olympic Games 
and what they accomplish. 
Much of the world has 
something in common to 
watch. Tourism marketing 
opportunities abound and 
are shamelessly exploited. 
Infrastructure projects get 
expedited.

Obviously the whole 
concept is fl awed, but today 
I will not ramble about the 
deep and worrying issues of 
current and future games. 
But, to be repetitive, what 
was the point of having 
black maple leaves on 
the Canadian ice hockey 
sweaters? Was it Nike’s 
creative folks dictating 
to our national Olympic 
bosses?

To watch so many 
athletes competing at the 
highest level in so many 
disciplines has to inspire 
even the most jaded and 
uninformed watchers. Every 
Olympian has trained so 
hard for a long time, being 
indescribably disciplined, 
and sacrifi ced so much to 
get to the games.

Such a miniscule 
percentage of the world’s 
population makes it. Rosie 
DiManno wrote in the 
Toronto Star that only 

“0.0000017 per cent of the 
world’s population will 
compete at the Olympic 
Games.” Who am I to 
doubt her?

Hall of Fame baseball 
player Edwin Donald 
“Duke” Snider thoughtfully 
said, “You don’t have to 
win to be a winner. If you 
give 100 per cent, getting 
yourself mentally and 
physically prepared, if you 
look in the mirror and can 
say you gave it everything 
to win, that’s it. You’re not 
going to win every time.”

God bless the Duke 
of Flatbush, who was a 
unique part of the colourful 

Montreal Expos baseball 
story.

Quick rambling question: 
athletes from Quebec 
dominate our Canadian 
short track and long track 
speed skating teams. These 
skaters have won a lot of 
medals representing Canada 
at Winter Olympic Games. 
Beaucoup. They can really 
skate fast.

During the recent gold 
medal men’s hockey 
game between the U.S. 
and Canada, which was 
magnifi cent and very 
emotional, I realized that 
there were no Quebecois 
on our team. What gives? 

They have excelled wearing 
speed skates, so what’s 
the problem with hockey 
skates?

Or am I overthinking 
this?

Yes, I really love the 
Olympic Games. I have felt 
the magic of being at the 
centre of the world’s focus 
— twice. Not as an athlete, 
but working in the Olympic 
Village dining halls in 
Munich and Montreal. Such 
logistical miracles, such 
hard work, and such an 
education to see the world’s 
best athletes living at close 
quarters.

Speaking of that, I love 
that the U.S. hockey teams 
lived in the Olympic 
Village. Cheerfully, and 
wide-eyed. Marvelling at 
the world’s best athletes, 
and sleeping in small 
beds. Often thin walls. 
They really seem to get 
into the Olympic spirit. 
Did the Canadian men 
only stay in the village 
for one night? If so, not a 
good look.

Putting on the Winter 
Olympic Games is 
expensive, for such a small 
number of athletes and 
spectators. We don’t want 

to know the cost of building 
the ski jump, the half pipe 
and the icy chute for the 
bobsleigh, luge and skeleton.

And so dangerous. 
Too many images of air 
ambulances airlifting 
seriously injured Olympians 
from their competition 
venues to local hospitals.

As I ramble to a close, 
I will repeat: I love the 
Olympic Games.

Bonnie Blair, an Olympic 
Gold medalist in speed 
skating,  said, “Winning 
doesn’t always mean being 
fi rst. Winning means you’re 
doing better than you’ve 
ever done before.”

One more quick vignette. 
In 1996, at the Olympic 
Games in Atlanta, the 
aforementioned Nike 
launched a very expensive 
marketing campaign. 
Billboards, TV ads, you 
name it. “The silver 
medalist is the fi rst loser.” 
People were aghast, and the 
campaign was pulled the 
next day.

Now, last week in Italy, 
did the black maple leaves 
make any difference?

Our Canadian ice hockey 
players did their best.

rossrocket9@gmail.com

Mark Cherney cheers on Team Canada on Sunday.
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Last issue’s answers
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Crossword Puzzle

Across
1. Fly traps (7)
5. Man’s felt hat (7)
10. Separate article (4)
11. Of the highest calibre (5-5)
12. Very large woman (8)
13. Sister’s daughters (6)
15. Lovesick glances (6,4)
18. Consumes (4)
19. Where Paddington originated (4)
21. Brave (10)
24. Hedge plant (6)
26. Earthy (8)
28. Luxury London hotel (10)
29. Covetousness (4)
30. One who views things as they are 
(7)
31. Silly talk (7)
Down
2. Fast-running bird (7)
3. The distaff side (5)
4. Stereotypical cowboy characteristic 
(3,4)
6. Ancient (5)
7. Viewpoint (9)
8. Esteem (7)
9. Skills (4)
14. Gaze (4)
16. Deliberately ambiguous (9)
17. Berkshire public school (4)
20. Body part pierced for rings (7)
22. Flight personnel (7)
23. Disentangle (7)
25. Corners (5)
26. Aquae Sulis, in Somerset (4)
27. Give up (5)

GAMES

Have some fun

MAXIMIZE EXPOSURE!

#1
RE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!*

##################111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111#1##1##1##1##1##1#
RE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!***

SCAN FOR A FREE 
HOME EVALUATION

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto  — not just in town.

8 FIRELANE 14D ROAD
2+1 BED • 3 BATH • 1,500 SQ. FT.

$1,249,900                                                                                           

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

22 CREEKSIDE DRIVE
2+2 BED • 3 BATH • 1,591 SQ. FT.

$1,279,900                                                                                           

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

19 OAKLEY DRIVE
2 BED • 3 BATH • 1,615 SQ. FT.

$1,249,900                                                                                           

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

13 UPPER CANADA DRIVE
2+1 BED • 2 BATH • 1,104 SQ. FT.

$999,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

905-641-0308  •  Sold@GolfiTeam.com  •  www.Golf iTeam.com

Call the brand that gets your home  NOTICED!

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. †Conditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated. 

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.†

Page 20
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FEATURED

NS&T Railcar on King Street,
circa 1920

In December 1913, the electric railway service known as the Niagara, St. Catharines & 
Toronto (NS&T) arrived in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Without delving too deeply into its full route 
from St. Catharines, the train travelled from the terminal on Geneva Street to Lakeshore Road, 
passing through the community of McNab. From Hunter Road, the railcar continued toward 
Niagara Stone Road and eventually along King Street to the docks. This photograph captures 
the railcar travelling up King Street. Visible in the image are what we now know as the Irish 
Harp Pub, Balzac’s (which at the time served as the train station), and Aura-on-the-Lake.

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

The broad evolution-
ary trail that eventually 
led to chimpanzees and 
bonobos on one hand, and 
the other hand to modern 
humans, began with a 
common ancestor some six 
to seven million years ago 
in Africa. 

On the human side of 
the split, evolution was 
dominated for several mil-
lion years by a variety of 
small ape-like creatures, 
with brains only a few 
hundred cubic centimetres 
in volume.

They became increas-
ingly bipedal and ac-
companied by a series of 
related adaptive changes 
in their spine, pelvis, hips, 
knees, ankles and toes that 
favoured fl uid walking 
and even short distance 
running, but less suited for 

climbing.
These were the australo-

piths, of which one, A. afa-
rensis, was famously called 
Lucy after the Beatles 
1967 song, “Lucy in the 
Sky with Diamonds.”

As a group, australo-
piths, were highly suc-
cessful, probably because 
subgroups evolved to take 
advantage of changes in 
their environment, espe-
cially food sources.

For example, differences 
in the shapes and sizes 
of their jaws and teeth, 
such as smaller teeth and 
jaws, probably refl ected 
an abundance of easily 
found and chewable foods 
or the opposite, the need to 
dig up and chew tougher 
foods such as buried hard-
skinned legumes, which 
favoured stronger, more 
robust jaw muscles and 
bigger molars for grinding 
and chewing — hence the 
name robustus, applied to 
one australopith variant. 

There’s little evidence 
that australopiths regularly 
created and used tools in 
their lives. However, to-
ward the end of their reign, 
other transitional species 
emerged with slightly 
larger brains, who made 
regular use of stone tools, 

one of which, homo habi-
lis, was initially claimed to 
be the fi rst tool-maker by 
Louis and Mary Leakey, 
and hence the fi rst of homo 
lineage.

Then, about two million 
years ago, a bigger brained 
homo species appeared 
called erectus, now fully 
erect and bipedal, which 
managed over the follow-
ing two million years to 
continue to evolve and 
spread throughout Af-
rica and Eurasia as far as 
Indonesia.

Through that long 
period, the brain almost 
doubled in size in later 
variants such as homo 
ergastor, later still, homo 
heidelbergensis and later 
still, even variants such as 
our cousin species, the ne-
anderthals in Europe, and 
the denisovans in Asia, 
whose brains exceeded 

the size of the last of the 
line, fully modern humans 
150,000 years ago.

Finally, about 30,000 
years ago, what had often 
been several overlapping 
species fi nally died out, 
save us, the lone survivor 
(as Chris Stringer is fond 
of expressing it) of so 
many evolutionally distinct 
species before us.

The picture of human 
evolution that emerged 
was a chancy affair that 
could have ended sev-
eral times and almost did, 
950,000 years ago when 
the population of prehu-
mans (H ergastor), plum-
meted from nearly one 
million to less than 3,000, 
where it remained for more 
than 100,000 years before 
gradually increasing.  

At any one time, there 
were often two or as many 
as four or more prehu-
man species, sometimes 
living in the same region 
and competing with one 
another for resources much 
as the neanderthals may 
have done with modern hu-
mans in Europe for a few 
hundred thousand years 
in Europe and perhaps the 
denisovans in Asia, both of 
which species left genetic 
legacies in modern humans 

to this day. 
Beyond the foregoing 

highly simplifi ed summary 
of human origins, there 
are other issues about the 
human origins story.

For example, the fos-
sil record is spotty and 
incomplete. Finding fossils 
isn’t easy and although 
new discoveries will be 
found, many will not.

Genetic studies sug-
gest there are many ghost 
species, for which there 
are genetic traces but no 
matching fossils. And what 
fossils are found, are often 
very incomplete, such as 
the earliest period between 
the last common ancestor 
and the emergence of the 
australopiths. 

These days, there are 
many more well-trained 
scientists around the world 
interested in human evolu-
tion now helped by novel 
technologies for identify-
ing variations of species, 
and even new species, and 
telling us something about 
how they might have lived.

This is especially so in 
China, where there have 
been several discoveries 
of species variants which 
help to fi ll in evolution-
ary record of our species’ 
history. 

These changes suggest 
to me that the picture of 
human evolution, and in-
deed the evolution of most 
species, may look very dif-
ferent by the mid-century 
mark and beyond. That’s 
what makes the story so 
intriguing for me. For most 
of my life, I knew little 
more than recorded history 
because that’s what was 
taught, and because I was 
busy with neuroscience 
and medicine.

If there’s a lesson to be 
learned from reconstruct-
ing the past history of 
our species, it’s that our 
evolution was a dicey af-
fair, dictated by chance 
and, for almost all of our 
history, by natural selec-
tion as Charles Darwin 
and Alfred Russel Wallace 
suggested in the mid-
1800s. That may change 
with the introduction of 
technologies designed to 
change our genome.

How long will our 
species last? That’s next 
week’s subject.

Dr. William Brown is 
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the 
InfoHealth series at the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library. 

Filling in the gaps in the story of humanity’s origins

Lucy, the famous female 
hominin of the A. afarensis 
species. SOURCED
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NEW THIS YEAR!

SPECIAL ADDED ATTRACTION
Tour of the fabulous McArthur Garden 

(separate ticket required).

Early bird ticket purchasers are 
eligible for draw prizes! 

On Sale Now
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OBITUARIES

For obituary and memorial inquiries, 
please contact megan@niagaranow.com.

Faye ShaverAudrey French
SHAVER, Faye — It is with great 

sadness that we share the passing of Faye 
Shaver. Beloved wife, mother, sister, aunt, 
grandmother, and friend. Faye passed away 
peacefully at home on Monday, Feb. 16, 2026 
at the age of 80. She was a devoted follower 
of Jesus Christ and now rests eternally at 
home with her Saviour in Heaven. Loving 
wife of John, mother of Patricia (Mathew) 
and Daniel (Irene), grandmother of Dawson, 

Julia, Annelise, Nadia and Isaiah. Faye is survived by her sisters Anne and 
Elaine, brother John (Lisa), sister-in-law Shirley, and brother-in-law Paul. 
Predeceased by her parents, Wallace and Josephine Longstreet, brother Bob, 
sister Sylvia and brother-in-law Jack. She will also be missed by her many 
nieces and nephews. Faye’s lifelong career spanned several decades and 
began as a church organist when she was 13, at All Saints Anglican Church 
in her hometown of Erin, Ontario. For the majority of her career, she served 
as organist at St. Mark’s Anglican Church in Niagara-on-the-Lake and 
later, at St. Saviour’s Anglican Church in Queenston. Faye was a member 
and past President of the Royal Canadian College of Organists (RCCO - 
Niagara). Faye was recognized by the NOTL-Lewiston Rotary Club as a 
Paul Harris Fellow. Over the years, her hobbies included music, gardening, 
going for long walks and bike rides, knitting (Prayer Shawl Ministry), Tai 
Chi, crossword puzzles and watching the sunset. Faye’s family wishes to 
thank Dr. Kalani, Nurse Erin Jarvis and Bobbie Van Gelder of the Niagara 
North Family Health Team and Dr. Chan of St. Catharines for their loving 
care over the years. In accordance with Faye’s wishes, cremation has 
taken place. The family will receive guests at Morgan Funeral Home, 415 
Regent St. Niagara-on-the-Lake on Saturday February 28, 2026 from 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m. A funeral service will take place at St. Mark’s Anglican 
Church, 41 Byron St., Niagara-on-the-Lake on Saturday, Feb. 28, 2026 
at 1 p.m. followed by a reception. A private family interment will take 
place in St. Mark’s Cemetery at a later date. Those who wish may make a 
memorial donation to Alongside Hope (formerly Primate’s World Relief and 
Development Fund) or the Canadian Lung Association. Memories, photos, 
and condolences may be shared at www.morganfuneral.com.

FRENCH, Audrey, Muriel — 
Surrounded by her loving family, 
Audrey passed away peacefully in 
her sleep on February 16, 2026, at 
Niagara Long Term Care Home in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, at the age of 97. 
Beloved wife of the late Kenneth. 

Devoted mother of Michael, 
Patricia, John, Peter, and Paul. Adored 
grandmother of Sara, Colin, Zach, 
Dan, and Michael. Dear sister of Peg, 
Iris, and Kay. Fondly remembered by 
many nephews and nieces, especially 
by two special nieces Jen, and Sue, 
cousins and friends. In keeping with 
Audrey’s wishes, cremation has taken 
place. A celebration of life will be 
announced and held at a later date. 
As an expression of sympathy, those 
who wish may make a memorial 
donation to the Niagara Long 
Term Care Residents Council- 120 
Wellington St. Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
ON, L0S 1J0. Memories, photos and 
condolences may be shared at www.
morganfuneral.com.
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AVIS PUBLIC 
PYLÔNE DE TÉLÉCOMMUNICATION PROPOSÉE DE SHARED 

TOWER INC. 
14184 NIAGARA RIVER PARKWAY, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, ON  

(43.157877, -79.058602) 
NUMÉRO DE DOSSIER DE SHARED TOWER INC : STC0485 

 
Shared Tower Inc. propose l'installation d'une antenne de 
30 mètres situé à 14184 Niagara River Parkway, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON (coordonnées : 43.157877, 
-79.058602). L'éclairage et la signalisation seront 
déterminés par NAV Canada et Transports Canada. 
L'installation comprendra un enclos clôturé de 10 m sur 10 
m. La structure de 30 m pourra accueillir la charge initiale 
et future de tous les fournisseurs de services cellulaires, 
ainsi que des équipements sans fil fixes supplémentaires, 
au besoin. 

  
Innovation, science et développement économique 
Canada (ISDEC) est l'organisme directeur pour les 
installations de ce type et peut être contacté à l'adresse 
suivante : 
 
Bureau de l’ISED : Bureau de district du Sud-Ouest de 
l'Ontario 
4475, chemin de service Nord, bureau 100, Burlington, ON 
L7L 4X7 
Tél. : 1-855-465-6307; Fax : 905-639-6551 
Courriel : ic.spectrumswodo-spectrebdsoo.ic@canada.ca 
  
Une séance d'information publique aura lieu au 
Queenston Chapel, 29 rue Queenston, Queenston, ON L0S 
1L0, le 1er avril 2026 de 18h00 à 19h00. 
 
TOUTE PERSONNE peut soumettre une proposition écrite 
aux personnes énumérées ci-dessous au plus tard à 17 h 
(HE) le 6 avril 2026. Veuillez mentionner notre numéro de 
dossier, STC0485, dans votre correspondance. 
 

SITE LOCATION MAP/CARTE DE L’EMPLACEMENT DU SITE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PROPOSED SHARED TOWER INC. TELECOMMUNICATION 

TOWER 
14184 NIAGARA RIVER PARKWAY, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, ON  

(43.157877, -79.058602) 
SHARED TOWER FILE NO. STC0485 

 
Shared Tower Inc. is proposing a 30-metre antenna 
system located at 14184 Niagara River Parkway, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON (No Municipal Address), 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON (coordinates: 43.157877, 
-79.058602). Lighting and marking features are to be 
determined by NAV Canada and Transport Canada. The 
facility will consist of a 10m by 10m fenced compound The 
30m structure will accommodate initial and future loading 
for all cellular service providers, and additional fixed 
wireless equipment as required.  
 
Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada 
(ISEDC) is the governing body for installations of this type 
of telecommunication installation and can be contacted 
at: 
 
ISEDC – Southwestern Ontario District Office  
4475 North Service Road, Suite 100, Burlington, ON L7L 4X7 
Telephone: 1-855-465-6307 
Fax: 905-639-6551 
Email: ic.spectrumswodo-spectrebdsoo.ic@canada.ca 
 
A Public Information Session will be held at Queenston 
Chapel, 29 Queenston St, Queenston, ON L0S 1L0 on April 
1st, 2026  from 6:00 - 7:00 PM. 
 
ANY PERSON may make a written submission to the 
individuals listed below no later than 5pm (ET) on April 
6th, 2026. Please reference our file number, STC0485, in 
your correspondence.     
 
Further information may also be obtained through the 
following contacts:  
 
APPLICANT CONTACT/PERSONNE-RESSOURCE DE LA 
DEMANDE:  
Cheyenne Zierler 
Shared Tower Inc. 
1300 Cornwall Rd. Unit 101, Oakville ON, L6J 7W5 
czierler@sharedtower.ca 
 
Niagara Parks Contact Information: 
Guest Services Centre 
Email: info@niagaraparks.com 
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496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

FREE HOME EVALUATION!
CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!

FREE HOME EVALUATION!
CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT
REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD

T
D

Passionate to be of service
We offer a 24/7 open line of communication

Several testimonials and 5 star reviews

Long term presence in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Local
Right at Home Realty Team Office in NOTL (Over
6000 in GTA, #1 independent brokerage in the
GTA for 10 years**)
Angelika previously owned a highly successful
marketing/media business in Toronto for over 20
years. Built relationships with Fortune 500, big
banks, CTV, Global, Olympics, Film Festival.

*Based on reviews from Rate-My-Agent.com, a triple verified review platform **TRREB Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31, 2022, combined units sold.
***FREE GIFT OF 10 HOURS OF PACKING AND DECLUTTERING SERVICES - excludes tenanted areas ****Based on closed transactions in the Burlington / Niagara Right At Home Realty Office, 2022, 2023, 2024

#1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTA FOR
10 YEARS**

*
TOP RATED AGENT IN

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!
TOP RATED AGENT IN

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!

CALL ANGELIKA =
CALL OR TEXT (289) 214-4394

TMSOLD!

****

Respected by colleagues and
community
Over 12 years of real estate business
Knowledge in all aspects of real
properties (waterfront, residential,
agricultural, commercial and leases)
Up to date on Mortgage trends and
state of economy, strategy to sell
Contribution to charities
Your property is advertised on all 23
Real Estate boards in Ontario plus
globally listed in over 200 countries

Free packing of your house / estate
cleanup/decluttering services***
World class videography, photos and
drone footage, high quality hard cover
print brochures & advertising in print
media
Large social media presence and
extensive unique marketing techniques
Your property will be globally listed
gaining world wide exposure and will be
seen on all real estate boards in Ontario
Home renovation experience
Help Elderly Relocate

15 ANDRES STREET5201 VALLEY WAY 707-81 SCOTT ST 80 LORETTA DRIVE7 WINDSOR CIRCLE
$950,000$875,000 $669,000 $429,000 $1,099,000

318 CONCESSION RD

PRIC
E

IM
PROVEM

ENT

$999,000

267 VICTORIA STREET43 SCOTT ST E 643 KING STREET 21 TULIP TREE ROAD

FEATURED LISTINGSFEATURED LISTINGS

$949,000

13 OAK DRIVE507 MISSISSAGUA ST 33-88 LAKEPORT RD 225 ANNE STREET15756 NIAGARA PARKWAY

$899,000$799,000 $1,679,000 $749,000 $899,000

335 WILLIAM STREET

PRIC
E

IM
PROVEM

ENT

$1,299,000

COMING
SOON!
FRIDAY

16 WYCKLIFFE AVENUE

$615,000

POOL

BONUS
HEATED

6 CAR
GARAGE!

GARDENER’S
DELIGHT

PRIC
E

IM
PROVEM

ENT

$1,199,000

PRIC
E

IM
PROVEM

ENT

$1,875,000

43 SC
OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY, MARCH 1
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM PRIC

E

IM
PROVEM

ENT

$1,499,000

PRIC
E

IM
PROVEM

ENT

PRIC
E

IM
PROVEM

ENT

PRIC
E

IM
PROVEM

ENT

PRIC
E
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