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TO THE EDITOR

OPINION (@)

May hospital history not repeat itself

Dear editor:

Between the town’s
press release of April 9
and NOTL developer and
resident Rainer Hummel’s
opinions in the Niagara
Now on April 10 (“Who
pays? NOTL hospital site
vision sparks backlash
from local developer, resi-
dent”), it is pretty obvious
which way the hot air is
blowing.

So, Mr. Hummel’s answer
is: “The town should put
the property up for sale and
allow the highest bidder to
present a proposal. If that
fails, he said it should be
sold off and left to a private
buyer to decide what to do
with it.”

Maybe that way we could
have fancy big hotels at
each end of Queen to book-
end Parliament Oak?

And what exactly is the
town’s concept? After the
extensive costly exercise
over the past year, which
determined that 25 per cent
of residents considered
parking a good future use
and fully 39 per cent said

Bob Bader supports the James Burton Foundation’s vision for the old hospital, one
he says is based on the identified needs and desires of the community — not mainly a
parking garage like the rendering above, as the town has put forward. FILE

that parking should not oc-
cur on the site?

The architectural draw-
ings presented at the March
24 council meeting clearly
shows at least 80 per cent
of both floors of the “new”
building are devoted to
parking spaces.

The excellent consulta-
tion and report led by De-
nise Horne identified that
the site should remain in
town ownership and what
uses it should serve and
came with clear recom-
mendations; of which num-

ber three was to “identify
community partners,” and
they even provided guid-
ing principles to assist in
decision-making.

The James Burton Foun-
dation has already heavily
invested in community out-
reach and planning based
on the identified needs and
desires of the community.

Instead of working with
the foundation, we have
decided to spend an ad-
ditional $80,000 refining
what staff or council or our
lord mayor seem to think

we need to identify before
we can go to a request for
proposal.

The hospital as such was
closed 10 years ago and
was bought by the town
in 2018. At the end of the
last term of council, there
was a request for proposal
process embarked upon,
which frustrated many and
was pointed to as a failure
of the last administration.

Hopefully, history won’t
repeat itself.

Bob Bader
NOTL

Advertising inquiries?

Email advertising@niagaranow.com
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Let’s focus on seniors living

Michael Ennamorato
Special to The Lake Report

As we documented
last week, the Niagara-
on-the-Lake seniors
housing study revealed a
broad consensus on basic
requirements.

Essentially, seniors want
to retain as much indepen-
dence as possible within
their existing NOTL com-
munity. The ready avail-
ability of health care and
incremental access to other
supports as needed are
critical to ensuring qual-
ity of life and reasonable
independence through the
aging process.

Despite wide agreement
on these core require-
ments, addressing seniors’
housing needs will require
a multi-faceted approach.
Complexity is elevated
by the array of personal
desires and circumstances
exhibited by seniors.
These fall into five broad
categories.

Geography: Seniors
living in different parts of
NOTL vary significantly
in terms of proximity to
services and amenities,
transportation dependence
and dispersion of social
networks.

Community engage-
ment: Some seniors have

very dense and localized
social networks and mul-
tiple points of community
engagement — and want to
retain them.

Others have smaller net-
works of friends and family
that are easier to maintain,
but can become deleteri-
ously sparse as people age.

Household structure:
Seniors living alone (typi-
cally women) have unique
needs that are not neces-
sarily shared by others.
Those needs can become
more critical with social
isolation, when there are
few family or friendship
supports available.

Health condition: Physi-
cal and cognitive health
issues tend to become more
acute as one ages, requir-
ing progressive growth
in supports. Beyond this,
however, the situation is
further complicated by the
broad range of physical and
mental difficulties that exist
among the elderly.

These are often experi-
enced in unique combina-
tions of comorbidity and
severity, resulting in a wide
array of health outcomes
that must be addressed
within a residential setting.

Financial resources:
While some neighbour-
hoods in NOTL have a
reputation for affluence,
this should not mask the
reality that many of our se-
niors are of modest means.

Some live in financially
precarious circumstances
and almost half admit to
some degree of financial
apprehension.

Not all can, or even wish
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Niagara-on-the-Lake’s seniors housing advisory committee, led by Cindy Grant,
emphasizes that there’s no “one size fits all” solution to the town’s seniors housing
challenges — no single project or development can provide the answer on its own. FILE

to, pursue the gold standard
of assisted living. Care
should be taken to remain
sensitive to the needs of the
less affluent and to avoid

a tendency for “high-end,”
high-profile housing pro-
posals to distract from con-
sideration of more modest
options and creative rental,
ownership and co-operative
approaches.

These sources of vari-
ability intersect, creating a
wide range of expectations,
desires and fundamental
needs among seniors when
it comes to current and fu-
ture housing requirements
and related supports.

Clearly, seniors do not
represent a single homoge-
neous group with respect
to this issue or, in fact, any
other. They exhibit a least
as much heterogeneity as
does any other broad seg-
ment of the population.

It follows, then, that the
most effective approach
to meeting seniors’ hous-
ing needs will involve
establishing a network of
multiple housing forms and
integrated flexible supports
that allow each individual
to travel with dignity on a
personal journey from full
independence through to ag-
ing in place, assisted living
and possibly long-term care.

As NOTL’s seniors hous-
ing advisory committee
consistently emphasizes, and
as our research confirms,
there is no “one size fits all”
solution to the town’s seniors
housing challenges.

This becomes even
clearer when it is consid-
ered that the integration of
housing, health care and
living supports defines a
much broader concept —
seniors living rather than
simply seniors housing.

When contemplated from
this loftier viewpoint, no
single project or develop-
ment could possibly pro-
vide the answer on its own.
Importantly though, each
could certainly contribute
to a satisfactory solution in
combination with others.

The diversity and com-
plexity of need also suggest
there must be an openness
to fostering cross-project in-
tegration and to considering
innovative design options
and financing structures.

This takes some pressure
off of individual projects
since no single one needs to
aspire to be THE solution.

There is also the implica-
tion that seniors living so-
lutions could function quite
well as modest comple-
ments to larger multi-use
developments, such as
might be contemplated for
the old NOTL hospital site.

, not just seniors housing

The seniors housing com-
ponent would both benefit
from, and add colour to, the
community vibrancy that
emerges from such multi-
use sites. The same holds
true for multi-generational
and accessible housing pos-
sibilities.

All of this may sound
daunting from the perspec-
tive of the municipality and
other levels of government.
Certainly, seniors wish
to stay here and the vast
majority (90 per cent) feel
local government should
be doing more to help them
do that.

It should be pointed out,
though, that the study did
not uncover any sense that
seniors are looking for a
“handout.”

Instead, there seems to be
an expectation that govern-
ment step in directly when
required, but more impor-
tantly provide leadership
in creating the conditions
necessary for appropriate
development to proceed
with the goal of establish-
ing a housing ecosystem
that benefits all seniors and
the community as a whole.

Michael Ennamorato is a
social geographer, retired
researcher and former
president of TNS Canada.
The NOTL seniors hous-
ing survey was designed
and analyzed by Stephen
Ferley and Ennamorato,
both NOTL residents with
extensive research design
and related executive con-
sultancy experience. Field-
work and data processing
were conducted by Niagara
College.

Maybe a dinner theatre would be better?

Dear editor:

I read, with interest, Nich-
olas Colaneri’s letter in the
April 9 edition of The Lake
Report, “The question that
was never asked of Shaw,”
outlining the reason’s why
the 1915 historic site, the
Royal George Theatre, was
approved to be demolished
by the Town of Niagara-on-
the-Lake.

He states the reason given
was “the building was fail-
ing, preservation was not
viable, demolition was the
only option.”

He says the fundamental
question that should have
been asked and answered
— “Could the Royal George
have been preserved, mod-
ernized and expanded to
meet every goal the Shaw
Festival identified, within
the rules that exist to protect
our heritage district, at what
cost” — was never asked.

He says, “Industry stan-
dard suggests the answer is
yes.”

I personally wonder
why this lovely building
could not be upgraded and

NIAGAR

ON THE
LAKE

MUSEUM

renovated to become a din-
ner theatre. It would be a
venue that would allow for
a variety of lunch or dinner
theatre options, small musi-
cal performances with lunch
or dinner, comedy nights,
jazz/blues, a lot of interest-
ing, intimate offerings for
the local residents.

Perhaps it could be a
draw for tourists who like
a quaint visit to a historical
Old Town, maybe a week-
end stay at a local B&B or
inn, or a romantic getaway
mid-week — a year-round

sustainable option that is
different from the current
offerings.

I wonder: who will come
to this second location of
the big beautiful new Shaw
Festival Theatre, year-
round, and how much dam-
age three years of construc-
tion and loss of visitors will
do to our quaint town?

Will we still have our
unique, historical town —
the destination that is the
real draw for our visitors?

Megan Wood
NOTL

il
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We welcome your letters

The Lake Report welcomes your letters to the editor.
Please, write early and often. Letters ideally should be
under 400 words long. Occasionally, longer letters may
be published. All letters may be edited for conciseness,
accuracy, libel and defamation. Please include your full
name, street address and a daytime telephone number
so that authorship can be authenticated. Only names and
general addresses (eg. Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be
published. Send your letters to editor@niagaranow.com or
drop them by our office at 496 Mississagua St., NOTL.

April 16 17: 30 p.m.

905-468-3912 | notimuseum.ca | 43 Castlereagh St.

LECTURE: GURTH PRETTY — THE ROYAL NAVY
ON LAKE ONTARIO DURING THE WAR OF 1812
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Democracy will suffer from Ford’s government overhaul

David Israelson
Special to The Lake Report

Remember that old
expression, “You can‘t
fight city hall?” Thanks to
a sneaky move by Pre-
mier Doug Ford, that may
become true in Niagara-on-
the-Lake.

On Thursday, April 3,
just before the Easter long
weekend, Ford and Mu-
nicipal Affairs and Hous-
ing Minister Rob Flack
introduced a bill called the
Better Regional Governance
Act that will dial back de-
mocracy in Niagara Region
along with several others
(Durham, Halton, Muskoka,
Peel, Simcoe, Waterloo and
York).

If you have concerns
about these proposed major

changes in who we get to
vote for and how they gov-
ern in Niagara, you’d better
speak up fast.

There will be a brief
comment period, some
quick legislative hearings at
Queen’s Park, but with its
huge majority, Ford’s gov-
ernment aims to pass this
law and make the changes
take effect this fall, right
after the municipal elections
when voters are supposed to
have their say.

Niagara voters will have
less say about what hap-
pens in the region once this
law takes effect. The bill
reduces Niagara’s regional
council from its current 32
members to 13. The new
council will be made up
of the region’s 12 mayors
(including Niagara-on-the-
Lake’s lord mayor) plus
a Ford-appointed honcho
who will serve as “head of
council.”

Recall that Niagara’s
most recent appointed chair,
Bob Gale, resigned under a
cloud, after trying repeated-
ly to push forward the idea

YER

Columnist David Israelson says Premier Doug Ford's
decision to change Niagara’s regional government is a
step away from democracy, giving too much power to
an unelected chair and lowering the voices of smaller
municipalities under a weighted voting system. He says
people need to speak up now before it's too late. FILE

of amalgamating the region,
a move that would have
given NOTL less of a say.
The pro-amalgamation
putsch failed, but it doesn’t
really matter, because
under Ford’s new legisla-
tion, whatever people in
this town of 19,000 want

will count for less than ever
before.

The proposed legislation
gives the new, unelected
“head of council” strong
mayor powers to overrule
any democratic decisions he
or she doesn’t like. That’s
where the real power lies.

It also calls for a system
of weighted voting among
the remaining 12 regional
councillors. While it’s not
entirely clear yet how this
will work, it sounds like
the votes of the councillors
who are also mayors the re-
gion’s larger cities, such as
Niagara Falls, will matter
more than the votes of the
small-town mayors, such as
ours. That weakens NOTL
even more.

It all really boils down to
one thing: if you’re a voter
in Niagara-on-the-Lake, the
province wants to hear less
than ever from you about
decisions that affect your
town. Your voice will be
weaker and smaller.

This is not to say that
reforming Niagara’s elec-
toral system is entirely a
bad idea. It’s not: for years,
many residents have been
unsure of what benefits
having all these regional
councillors (and paying
them) brings to the town.

And let’s face it, over
the years, successive
NOTL town councils have

Co"mpany#

Start Your Business
This Summer!

not necessarily earned
the public’s adulation by
making a lot of popular
decisions.

To be fair, it’s not easy
to please everyone. There’s
also the argument that the
way our local and regional
governments are structured
gets in the way of efficient
decision making, even when
we elect the best people
possible.

It’s frustrating that
decisions on crucial issues
such as housing, seniors’
care and infrastructure
seem to go through endless
debate and long-delayed
outcomes.

Surely there has to be a
better way. But surely it’s
not by ramming through
provincial legislation that
gives more power to an
unelected chair, without
asking the people it will
affect. If you care about
democracy, speak up, while
you still can.

David Israelson is a
writer and non-practising
lawyer who lives in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.

Are you 15-29 with a great
idea? Summer Company
offers up to $3,000 in funding
plus expert mentorship to
help you launch and run your

own summer business.

Build real skills, connect with
local business leaders, and
be your own boss.

Spots are limited—apply now
and make this your
breakthrough summer!

® Celebrate Mother’s Day

with a creative and relaxing afternoon at
Ravine Vineyard in partnership with Paper
Homes. Join us on May 9th at 3pm for a
guided paint, wine, food and FUN!

Perfect for moms, daughters, friends, or anyone looking to
enjoy a thoughtful Mother’s Day experience.

For all details & booking, please scan the OR Code
or visit: ravinevineyard.com/pages/ravine-events

RAVINEVINEYARD 2

ESTATE WINERY

NIAGARA FALLS

JIT\
SBC

Small Business Centre

Click on the
application form

provided, and guests will be
guided step-by-step to create
their own artwork.

905-356-7521 Ext. 5130
smallbusinessoffice@niagarafalls.ca

1368 YORK ROAD | ST DAVIDS, ON | 905.252.8453 | RAVINEVINEYARD.COM
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NOW HIRING

Visitor Information
Services Officer

TOURISM NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

LOCATION:
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON (Onsite)

POSITION TYPE: Full-Time
WAGE: $17.60 per hour

START DATE: May 1, 2026
DURATION: 16 weeks
AVAILABILITY: Weekends required

ELIGIBILITY

Funded through Canada Summer
Jobs. Applicants must be 15-30
years old and eligible to work in
Canada.

HOW TO APPLY

Full details and posting at
niagaraonthelake.com/careers

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

NOW HIRING:
SUMMER STUDENT
ADMINISTRATION SERVICES
COORDINATOR

The Niagara-on-the-Lake Chamber of Commerce
is seeking a dynamic and organized
summer student for the position of

Administration Services Coordinator role.

Salary: Full-Time $17.60 per hour
Start Date: May 1, 2026
Duration: 16 weeks

Funded through the Canada Summer Jobs.
Applicants must be 15-30 years old and
eligible to work in Canada.

If you are passionate about event planning,
communications, database maintenance and
other fun initiatives, we would love to hear from you.

How to apply:
For details visit chambernotl.com/careers

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Email us.

Council needs clear, compelling vision

for old hosp

Dear editor:

As I read recent editions
of The Lake Report, I've
noticed a strong and con-
sistent theme in the letters
regarding the old hospital
site at 176 Wellington St.

Many residents are
advocating for the property
to remain a community
space, with several sug-
gesting that council invite
creative proposals through a
formal request for proposals
process.

There is, however, an
important aspect of this
discussion that has not
been clearly addressed, and
overlooking it may come at
a real cost to both current
and future residents.

It appears that council may
be jumping too quickly to
decisions about what to build
and how to use the space,
before clearly defining what
the community truly wants
this place to become.

This is puzzling. Council
took a valuable and com-
mendable step by commis-
sioning research, which
showed overwhelming
support for maintaining this
site for community use. That
research captured something
essential: the collective aspi-

ital plans before d

A rendering of the town’s vision for a parking garage at
the old hospital at 176 Wellington St. Letter writer Jennifer
Reimer hopes town council will keep exploring options
that are in line with what the community wants. FILE

ration of the town.

In my experience — both
in the corporate world and
in working for a decade
with leadership teams
building strategy — the
most successful outcomes
begin with a clear and com-
pelling vision.

Before plans are drawn or
solutions are designed, there
is a period of imagining: ex-
ploring possibilities, identi-
fying what truly matters and
asking what kind of legacy a
decision might create.

With that in mind, I
would have expected the
next step to involve council
engaging more deeply with
the research and a vision for
the property. What could
this space become for the
community? What needs

could it meet, not just today,
but for decades to come?

And, I would expect
council to actively engage
with organizations that have
already proposed meaning-
ful and inspiring uses for
the property.

Instead, the next step com-
municated to the public was
the hiring of an architectural
firm to begin sketching po-
tential uses for the site.

More recently, the move
toward developing more
concrete plans for a parking
lot suggests a direction that
does not reflect the com-
munity’s clearly expressed
desire for meaningful com-
munity use.

Without a clearly articu-
lated vision to guide these
decisions, this risks putting

eC1S10n

form ahead of purpose —
like asking a builder to
begin construction before
the blueprint has been
agreed upon.

Perhaps there are elements
of the process that have not
been fully shared with the
public. If so, greater trans-
parency around the guiding
vision would be welcome.

Because from the outside,
it is difficult to reconcile
the community’s expressed
hopes with outcomes that
appear (at least in early
concepts) to fall short of
that potential.

This site represents a rare
opportunity. It is not just
about land use — it is about
identity, legacy and what
we choose to prioritize as a
community.

My hope is that council
will pause, return to the
core question of what this
place should mean for the
community and take the
time to articulate a bold and
inspiring vision that truly
reflects the aspirations of
the people it represents.

From there, the practical
decisions can follow with
clarity and purpose.

Jennifer Reimer
NOTL

Do we really need another community hub?

Dear editor:

I must admit that I’ve
viewed the full page ad
on page 5 of the April 9
edition of The Lake Report
with some concern and
some questions. First,
some facts.

In 1951, the community
of Niagara-on-the-Lake
was not the same as it is
now. Thanks to a prior pro-
vincial Progressive Conser-
vative government, Virgil,
Queenston, St. Davids,
Glendale and a larger rural

area were added to what is
now known as Niagara-on-
the-Lake. About a third of
the NOTL population lives
in what is commonly called
Old Town.

For those of us who do
not reside right there, Old
Town is not on the way to
anything. Except to attend
Shaw performances and fa-
vourite restaurants, I seldom
need to visit Old Town.

The 1,200 residents who,
according to the ad, have
“expressed a clear direc-

tion” represent about seven
per cent of the municipal
population, not an over-
whelming number.

When the current library
and community centre
building was constructed,
it was supposed to become
the “community hub.” In
my opinion, a second com-
munity hub not much more
than a kilometre away from
the first one seems exces-
sive for a town of our size.

Perhaps council and
town staff should develop

a comprehensive list of the
recreation infrastructure
the town owns, manages

or otherwise supports to
determine whether these
assets are widely dispersed
in a way that makes at least
some of them accessible

to all of the population of
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

This exercise might
identify where additional
recreational investment
would be beneficial.

Kenn Moody
NOTL

New parking lot big opportunity for Queen Street

Dear editor:

I’m probably in the
minority, but having seen
the town’s plan for what
parking would look like
on the old hospital site,
I’'m in favour of it.

Isn’t a lack of parking

orFao] RELAXED FINE DINING
AT STREWN WINERY

(and associated revenue)
one of the main road-
blocks to having per-
manent patios on Queen
Street?

Who can doubt that
we need more parking?
And if it keeps the facade

L
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of the old hospital, it
wouldn’t be an eyesore.
Isn’t this an opportu-
nity to think big(ger)
for NOTL? Imagine part
of Queen Street as a
pedestrian-only street,
with broad sidewalks

~—

and a beautiful tree-line
median.

If that’s what we could
get by using the old hos-
pital building for parking,
then count me enthusiastic.

Kevin Leicht
NOTL
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Our plan to
protect Ontario
IS building new
pipelines

As Canada stares down economic uncertainty, we're ready with
a plan to protect Ontario. We're building to bring opportunity,
good jobs and growth home to our province.

That's how we protect Ontario.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

ontario.ca/ProtectOntario -
Paid for by the Government of Ontario O n ta r I 0
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Across

8. Bucharest resident, for example (8)
9, To an excessive degree (6)

10. Company known as “Big Blue”
(1,1,1)

11. Hearty Sunday lunch (3,5)

12. Fan blade (4)

16. Mobs (7)

19. Close-cropped hair style (4,3)

20. Solvent (7) 3
22. Before sunrise (7)

23. Piled carelessly (2,1,4)
24. As good as it gets (7)

28. Scotch partner (4)

32. Flattened (8) .
34. Hard, durable wood (3)

35. Seller (6)

36. Science of heredity (8)

Down

1. Game played on horseback (4)

2. Capital of Croatia (6)

3. He asked “What is truth?” (6)

4. One (5)

5. Knock (4)

6. Very detailed picture receiver (1-1,2)
7. Scheme (4)

11. Pictures of people (9)

13. Applaud (7)

14. Twisted into a confusing mass (9)
15. Command (6)

17. Pepper (7)

18. Morning assemblies (6)

19. Drinking vessel (3)

21. Salesperson (3)

25. Nosedive (6)

26. Cracked (6)

27. Wonky (5)

29. Singles (4)

30. Assistant (4)

31. Tender (4)

33. Apiece (4)

roids

RE/MAX TEAM
IN CANADA!

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto — not just in town.

% . * NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 7 NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

13 UPPER CANADA DRIVE 16 MILLS LANE 22 CREEKSIDE DRIVE 1426 NIAGARA STONE ROAD
2+1BED + 2 BATH + 1,104 SQ. FT. 2+1BED » 3 BATH + 1,703 SQ. FT. 2+2 BED « 3 BATH * 1,591SQ. FT. 3+1BED * 5 BATH * 2,400 SQ. FT.
$925,000 $1,174,900 $1,219,900 $1,560,000

Call the brand that gets your home [NOTICED!

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.
905-641-0308 - Sold@GolfiTeam.com - www.GolfiTeam.com

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. fConditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated.

SCAN FOR A FREE
HOME EVALUATION
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| EXPLORING HISTORY

WITH NOTL MUSEUM

A dramatic splashdown into the Pacific

This image from a magazine in the Museum’s collection shows the splashdown of the Apollo 11 mission, one of
the most iconic moments in human space exploration history. It shows the first astronauts to land on the moon safely
returning to the Pacific Ocean, where they were recovered by the U.S. Navy. This stood as a defining benchmark
in human spaceflight for more than half a century. That is, until the Artemis II mission returned safely to Earth
on April 10. Both missions concluded with successful Pacific Ocean splashdowns, where their crews were safely
recovered. During its 10-day mission this April, the Artemis II crew, made up of Reid Wiseman, Victor Glover,
Christina Koch and Canadian Space Agency astronaut Jeremy Hansen, travelled 694,481 miles. Their lunar flyby
carried them farther than any humans have ever travelled, surpassing the distance record set during the Apollo era.
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You came-You judged-You scored...

The response to our Dish Duel exceeded every expectation.

From the incredible turnout to the thoughtful feedback,

This was just the beginning... we’re already excited to do it

again—and make it even better!

Totals are out of a potential 1,870 - Dip numbers are lower

as some opted out of the 8 and tasted 6

The Winners are....
Mini Beef Wellingtons 1,405
Crispy Lobster Bites 1,341
Caprese Dip 749
Feta Dip 771
Chicken Souvlaki Bowl 1,088

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

Before modern air travel, there were seaplanes

DR. BREWN

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

Who wants to spend time
in major airports these days,
especially Pearson?

Just getting to the airport
can be a struggle given
high volume traffic into
Toronto at almost any hour,
and once there, crowds and
lines, and most frustrating,
significant flight delays and
cancellations. And once up
and away and crowded in
my seat, there’s not much to
see from several miles up.

For 20 years, our family
got around by flying single-
engine aircraft to and from
our cottage in Haliburton,
points west as far as Chi-
cago, Florida to the south
or to the east, Boston and
Halifax.

The whole experience was
much better than commer-
cial flying. We could see
migrating birds in season,
the unfolding country we
were crossing, and overall
travel times rivaled com-
mercial flying because of all
the time gobbled up getting
to and around large com-

mercial airports.

Flying small aircraft
was also safe because the
aircraft we owned were
well-maintained and on-
board flight-instruments,
navigational-aids and real-
time weather information
rivaled what some commer-
cial aircraft carried in those
days.

Powered controlled flight
began with the Wright
brothers in 1903 with a
very fragile-looking aircraft
powered by a 12 horse
power engine and flights
lasting less than a minute.

But it wasn’t long before
increasingly reliable and
powerful engines and much
improved aircraft designs
led to the production of
close to 200,000 aircraft in
the First World War, most
single-engined biplanes
some of which were capable
of level speeds in of 120-
130 miles per hour.

Following the First World
War, there were steady
improvements in aircraft
design and the piston en-
gines which powered them
spurred on in the 1930s
by Germany’s military
ambitions and responses by
Britain, France, the U.S. and
later Russia.

Development continued
throughout the Second
World War and led to the
revolutionary introduction
of the first jet aircraft in
early 1943-44 in Germany,
Britain and the United

=

Among the intercontinental aircraft in service between

the two world wars, the Boeing 314 Clipper was often
considered the best of the lot. WIKIMEDIA

States, with speeds well
beyond those of the most
powerful piston-engined
aircraft of the day.

These days, there are
lots of land-based airports
around the world but in the
interwar period of the 1920s
and 1930 there were few
and far between, especially
in underdeveloped regions
of the world.

Hence the need in the
interwar period for large,
long-range aircraft de-
signed to take off and
land on water (seaplanes),
some later were fitted with
landing gear, making them
amphibians — able to take
off and land on land as well
as water.

Those intercontinental
aircraft were four-engined
giants designed to carry
passengers, the number of
which was dictated by the
distance to be flown and

hence fuel needed to get to
the destination, plus a gen-
erous margin for safety.

The best of the lot based
on overall performance was
the Boeing 314 Clipper,
which could carry up to 74
passengers. For night flights,
there were up to 36 berths.

What’s striking are
photographs of the day
which reveal a luxury of
the accommodation far
exceeding what’s available
today including generous
dining spaces complete with
table clothes, flowers, well-
dressed passengers and staff
and gorgeous meals.

The tables were repur-
posed for various games
between meals. Fights may
have been long but there
was plenty of space to move
about and excellent service.
And not a seat belt in sight.

For its day, the Clipper’s
performance was excellent.

Range was 4,200 miles, and
the cruising speed with four
reliable Pratt and Whitney
radial engines each generat-
ing up to 1,600 horse power,
was 180 miles per hour

— the same as our family
four-place lightplanes.

It’s obvious from the num-
bers that crossing the Pacific
from San Francisco to Hong
Kong would have taken at
least 40 to 50 flight hours,
depending on the winds
aloft, and several days with
two or more enroute stops
to refuel and service the
aircraft as needed at bases
in Honolulu, Midway, Wake,
Guam and Manila before
reaching Hong Kong.

The bases included classy
overnight accommodation
provided by the airline. To-
day’s commercial jets make
the trip non-stop in 13 to 15
hours with far less room and
luxury.

The British Short Empire
flying boats were a little
smaller and shorter-ranged
compared to the Boeing
Clipper and designed to
service the far-flung British
Empire through a series
of stops between the UK.,
Egypt, South Asia and
Australia.

With the onset of the
Second World War in Eu-
rope, most of those aircraft
were repurposed by the
government to maintain
links throughout the empire
and in the Atlantic provide
protection against German

submarines by surveillance,
sometimes attacking, and
even sinking, surfaced U-
boats.

By the end of the war and
the accompanying huge
expansion of land airports,
there was little need for
giant seaplanes despite
attempts to market newer,
higher performance designs
with turboprop or jet
engines for the civilian and
military markets.

The result was that most
died out except for a few
repurposed to fight forest
fires.

The passing of those
magnificent giant seaplanes
mirrors the rapid evolution
of aviation, which began
with the Wright brothers
123 years ago and much else
in science and engineering
over the same period.

The pace of this is picking
up with RNA and DNA
engineering, cosmology
through ground-breaking
telescopes that allow us to
peek to edges of the known
universe and Al, the darling
or devil depending on your
perspective, which, coupled
with quantum computing,
will profoundly change sci-
ence, how we live and what
we understand

Dr. William Brown is
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the
InfoHealth series at the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library.
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CELEBRATION of LIFE

FRED LUK

JUNE 24, 1955 — OCTOBER 29, 2025

Please join us in honouring
the life and memory of Fred
on Saturday, June 13, 2026
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
The Barn at Pillar and Post
48 John Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake

Fred was a remarkable human being and meant so much

We know he would be happy to see everyone getting
together and enjoying themselves. We hope you can join
us in sharing stories and memories and celebrating a
wonderful man and a life well lived.

* Refreshments ¢
www.morganfuneral.com/memorials/fred-luk/5657067

to so many — family, colleagues, employees and friends.

Sign up at ontario.ca/OntarioCorps

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Obituary
John (Bob) Lavery

LAVERY, John Robert (Bob) —

May 13, 1942 - April 12,2026

Bob was born in Toronto and grew up in London,
Ontario, where he completed his high school education.
He went on to earn his Chartered Professional
Accountant designation from Queen’s University.

He began his career in Toronto with Ernst & Ernst,
an international firm of business consultants and CPAs.
It was there that he met Elaine Shawlinski, who became
his lifelong partner and a constant source of strength
and support in both his personal and professional life.

Bob worked in the Toronto, London and Winnipeg offices of Ernst & Ernst,
eventually becoming the partner in charge of the Winnipeg office. This role brought
the family to Winnipeg, where Bob and Elaine raised their two daughters, Shaunna
Lynn and Cara Joyce.

During his career, Bob undertook an advisory assignment with a European
company, which ultimately led to the formation of Winpak, a company he was asked
to lead. Under his guidance, Winpak grew and prospered, and Bob remained at its
helm until his retirement in 2005.

Following his retirement, Bob continued to contribute to the business community,
serving on the boards of several Winnipeg-based companies and remaining actively
involved in community initiatives. In recognition of his leadership and service, he was
honored with a Paul Harris Fellowship from the Rotary Club and named a Fellow of
the Institute of Chartered Accountants.

In 2012, Bob and Elaine retired from Winnipeg and moved to Niagara-on-the-Lake,
where they embraced a new chapter filled with activity and enjoyment. They shared
many happy years there until Elaine’s passing in 2020. Bob is lovingly remembered by
Shaunna and her children, Zach and Ella, as well as Cara and Anne and their children,
Jack and Henry.

Bob’s family offers deepest appreciation to those who supported him in the final
weeks of his life. Special thanks are extended to good friend Michelle Scott, the
doctors of St. Catharines Hospital and the staff of the Royal Henley.

Memories, photos and condolences may be shared at www.morganfuneral.com.

Ontario @
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EST. 1731

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DESIGNATE

IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT, R.S.0. 1990, CHAPTER 0.18 AND IN THE
MATTER OF THE LANDS AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATION IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake intends to designate the property at 115 DELATER STREET,
THE DOCK COMPANY MANAGER HOUSE (PLAN M16 LOT 18) as a property of cultural heritage value or interest under Part IV of the Ontario
Heritage Act, R.S5.0. 1990, Chapter 0.18.

Description of Property

The Dock Company Manager House is a one and a half storey wooden framed building constructed between 1830-1840. A series of later additions
have been added onto the structure. The property is located on the east side of Delater Street in the historic Dock Company area.

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest

The property known as the Dock Company Manager House has cultural heritage value or interest for its design and physical values, its historical and
associative values and its contextual values.

The residential structure at 115 Delater Street is a representative example of a Greek Revival style residence. The subject property is one and a
half storeys in height with a symmetrical three bay facade and asymmetrical side elevations. The roof type of the main structure is a gable roof
with overhanging eaves and projecting verges, featuring a fretted verge board detail at the gable ends. The subject property contains vertical
rectangular window openings. The facade contains double hung windows with a six-over-six configuration. The main entrance to the residence is
located in the center of the fagcade. The residence sits on a low foundation.

115 Delater Street has associative value with the history of the Town’s Dock Area and the former Niagara Harbour and Dock Company (NHDC). The
NHDC contributed heavily to the growth of the Town, as the commercial-industrial enterprise brought settlers and business. The industry in the
Dock Area evolved to include the use of railways and steamships which provided further economic contributions, as well as tourist opportunities
to the community of Niagara-on-the-Lake. The residence at 115 Delater Street is a vestige of the NHDC and the larger Dock Area industry that
impacted the development of Niagara-on-the-Lake.

115 Delater Street has contextual value because it is important in maintaining the historic character of the area. The modest Greek Revival style
residence on the subject property reflects the impact of the NHDC development on the design of the buildings within the Dock Area. This is also
reflected through its relationship with the other remaining structures along Delater and Ricardo Street. The subject property lies near various other
historic buildings listed on the Municipal Heritage Register. The subject property acts as a character supporting resource for the diminishing modest
residences reflective of the NHDC and early Dock Area industry.

115 Delater Street has contextual value because it is historically linked to its surroundings as part of the original NHDC lands and the Dock Area
of Old Town. Visually, the subject property is linked to the location of the original marina, which remains today, and is visible from the subject

property.
Description of Key Heritage Attributes
Key exterior attributes that embody the heritage value of the dwelling at 115 Delater Street in Niagara-on-the-Lake include its:

Original one-and-a-half storey Greek Revival structure
Original box-like structure
Symmetrical three-bay facade
« Gable roof with overhanging eaves
Fretted verge board at gable ends
Rectangular window openings throughout
« Low foundation
Location along Delater Street
Existing setback from the road
Historical connection to Niagara Harbour and Dock Company

. Historical connection to Dock Area of Old Town

Objections

Any objection to this designation must be filed no later than 30 days after the date of publication of the Notice of Intent to Designate. Objections
should be directed to Grant Bivol, Town Clerk, 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake, LOS 1T0. The last date to file a notice of objection is
May 15th 2026.

Queries

Any further queries should be directed to Sumra Zia, Heritage Planner at (905) 468-3266 ext. 327 or through email at sumra.zia@notl.com.

Dated at the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake this 16th day of April 2025
GRANT BIVOL, CLERK
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TEXT OR CALL GREG TODAY @ 905.329.3484
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CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

905.329.3484 e

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND
OPERATED




