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This tiny column gives tips to help promote 
kindness in our lives and spread joy and happiness.

#91: If someone forgets 
your name, remind them 
warmly instead of making 
them feel embarrassed.

John Kossop and Dave Rusch of the 
Turntable Rock Band perform classic 
rock hits inside St. Saviour Church 
in Queenston after rain moved the 
planned outdoor concert indoors. 
The show was held as a fundraiser 
for the church. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Singing rock 
music in church

Garth Turner
Columnist

So, I asked, what’re they 
telling you?

“They say they’re sorry,” 
the Beau Chapeau damsel, 
decked out in the fancy, ah, 
chapeau, answered. “And 
they’re embarrassed. Like, 
really. Seriously.”

It was a day or two after 
Donald Trump had tried to 
steal our lake, layered new 
tariffs on tens of billions of 
our stuff and called us all 
“nasty.”

On Queen Street, I heard 
the same story everywhere. 
The Americans were morti-
fi ed. Apparently, nobody 
who comes here from the 
U.S. voted for that guy. Or 
will admit it.

But they still come. We 
embrace them. However, 
America’s making us all 
worried, tense, apprehen-
sive — especially after our 
econo-warrior PM became 
the fi rst and only world 
leader to stand up to the 
White House.

Are NOTL houses a casu-
alty of this war?

The latest stats are limp. 
Home sales across the re-
gion have slumped. It takes 
longer to fl og a property. 
And buyers are paying less.

In Niagara as a whole, 
prices are lower by fi ve 
percent from last year, to a 
benchmark of $597,200. In 
pricey NOTL, the average 
sale has been for $40,000 
less than last year, and now 
below the 900 mark.

By the way, listings are 
piling up as sales weaken. 
This week on MLS, there 
are 362 pieces of residential 
real estate on offer, a whop-
ping 100 of which sit in Old 
Town and just under 60 in 
Virgil.

For properties north of 
$2 million, owners can 
wait a year (or two) for an 
offer. In short, it’s not 2022 
anymore. Or even 2024. Or 
anytime pre-Trump.

“Unprecedented times 
for sure,” says local agent 
and veteran realtor Doug 
Widdicombe. “The housing 
market has slowed consider-
ably. There are still buyers, 
but they are very keen on 
value and price.”

Indeed. The ask on some 
landmark properties has 
dropped by more than half 
a million. In one notable 
case by four times that 

amount. And still they sit.
“Home prices may have 

fallen enough to make buy-
ers more comfortable with 
some economic uncertain-
ty,” says broker Kymberley 
McKee, “but probably not 
enough to make them com-
fortable with the possibility 
of losing a pay cheque.

“If the Canada-U.S. situ-
ation mostly leads to unset-
tling headlines but employ-
ment remains fairly strong, 
the housing market could 
continue to slowly regain 
its footing,” she adds. “But, 
if it starts translating into 
meaningful layoffs — par-
ticularly in Ontario — buy-
ers could become cautious 
again pretty quickly.”

“Personally I’m con-
cerned what the impact will 
be should tariffs remain 
high,” warns Widdicombe. 
“Employment reductions 
will have an impact, espe-
cially on the fi rst, second 
or third-time homebuyers. 
Not just in buying a home 
but the cycle of services 
they normally use. Then it 
snowballs. Those fi nancially 
comfortable are concerned 

for their portfolios if noth-
ing else.”

One drag for those try-
ing to sell is competition. 
The number of listings in 
Niagara (well over 3,000 
homes) is dwarfed only by 
last year’s record level.

“Sales activity stepped 
down compared to last 
July,” says Sarah Hart, head 
of the Niagara Association 
of Realtors. “While new 
listings were also down, 
they were still among the 
highest levels recorded for 
any July. Overall supply 
levels remain historically 
elevated but are unwinding 
since peaking in mid-2025.”

And this — slagging 
sales, trade and job worries 
and a ton of choice in the 
market — has put buyers in 
control, agents say. If it’s not 
perfect, don’t bother show-
ing it.

“The-fi xer upper is of less 
interest to my clientele,” 
says Widdicombe. “It must 
be fi nished — turn-key. I 
haven’t found prices have hit 
the point where buyers are 
buying quicker. They are 
looking more intently and 
demanding a better product 
knowing they can, consider-
ing the number of listings 
on the market.”

The key word? Caution.
Meanwhile, “I’m so 

sorry” is nice to hear. But 
we have an ask for the folks 
from Ohio, Michigan, New 
York and beyond.

Go home. Vote.
Garth Turner is a NOTL 

resident, journalist, author, 
wealth manager and former 
federal MP and minister. 

garth@garth.ca

NOTL real estate is under pressure as the U.S. trade war saps 
investor confi dence. This lux Old Town mansion on almost an 
acre has been reduced by $2 million. GARTH TURNER

Vistors lament what their president has done
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LETTER OF THE W EEK

Last issue category: PLAIN
Clue: The massive European Plain stretches from 
the Urals all the way west to this other range on 
the Spanish-French border.
Answer: What is the Pyrenees?
Answered fi rst by: Gary Davis
Also answered correctly (in order) by: 
Barry Woods, Margie Enns, Bob Wheatley,
Sue Rautenberg, Jeff Lake, Howard Jones,
Rob Hutchison, Donna Pearce, Emma Balsas,
Claudia Grimwood, Lynda Collet, Sheila Meloche,
Ana-Marija Petrunic
Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com, 
with your name, for a chance to win 
a $25 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week. 
(Subject line: Riddle me this)
*REMEMBER TO PUT “WHAT IS” FOR JEOPARDY 
QUESTIONS!

Love games? Join us for fun events every 
week at the Irish Harp Pub.
Details at theirishharppub.com
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It’s something of little 
importance or value, like, 
say, legumes in a heap.

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style
Category: EDIBLE IDIOMS

Dear editor:
Last week, I came across 

something I would have 
never thought would actu-
ally persist in our blooming 
town.

Small, forest green signs 
with minimalist type, some 
donning images of brave 
soldiers from World Wars 
returning home.

Dominion Society is a 
white ethnocentric, suprem-
acist group who are taking 
advantage of the rise in 
Canadian patriotism to craft 
a message of exclusion, hate, 
and pose a lasting danger 
to many communities in 
Ontario.

Just this past year, they at-
tempted to hold rallies in St. 
Catharines and Hamilton, 
leading to people feeling 
unsafe, angry and appalled 
by local offi cials’ lack of 
action.

I took a brief moment to 
check the organization’s 
website, which features 
a quote from Sir John A. 
MacDonald. This same 
man, while our fi rst prime 
minister, was also a main 
architect of the residen-
tial school system, which 
persisted for more than 150 
years.

Their homepage waxes 
poetically about our 
imperial, gold-gilded and 
blood-soaked past. How 
the promise of this land is 
solely for those who follow 
in their steps.

Crafting such a double-
edged sword disguising hate 
as patriotism is unfortunate-
ly fairly simple. Especially 
as we face economic hostil-
ity from our southern neigh-
bors, it would be easy to fall 
back on “us versus them” to 
feel like we are protecting 
what is ours.

Relying on violent settler-

colonialist rhetoric is not 
the way that we build stron-
ger, kinder and self-suffi -
cient communities where 
everyone feels welcome. 
Where everyone feels they 
can be their most authentic 
self and put down roots.

We must understand our 
history as a country for 
what it is, and then exceed 
in the effort to do and learn 
for the better.

The presence this group 
is trying to set up in our 
town is a palpable danger to 
young families, our farm-
workers and newcomers.

If we are to see this town 
develop more, we must not 
fall for division. We must 
look out for one another.

The power of a diverse 
and compassionate com-
munity can achieve any-
thing, whether big or small. 
We must not allow hate 
the satisfaction or comfort 
knowing they are making 
some kind of impact; we’ve 
seen how that story pans out 
over generations.

I implore the town council 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake take 
action to ensure this group 
does not further take up space 
or infl uence of any kind.

I implore the council 
members facing election to 
take this issue head on, and 
if they don’t, then we see 
exactly where you lie.

A vision of a growing 
north Niagara does not 
include settler-colonial 
violence. It does not include 
racism, xenophobia and ex-
clusion. It does not include 
cheap forest-green polos, 
polarized sunglasses and 
khaki pants.

We will always be stron-
ger together than we will 
ever be apart.

Emily Ratkovsky
Virgil

Letter writer Emily Ratkovsky captured an image of these 
posters she saw cropping up in Virgil last week. “The 
presence this group is trying to set up in our town is a 
palpable danger to young families, our farmworkers and 
newcomers,” she writes.

We must uproot the hate
infi ltrating our community

Dear editor:
As Niagara-on-the-Lake 

voters prepare to elect a 
mayor and council, it is im-
portant to understand how 
strong-mayor powers have 
changed municipal govern-
ment and what that means at 
the ballot box.

Traditionally, a council of 
seven members could make 
decisions by majority vote. 
Four votes would carry 
a motion, and no single 
member held signifi cantly 
more authority than another. 
Under strong-mayor powers, 
however, the balance has 
shifted.

The mayor now has 
additional authority over 
matters such as the munici-
pal budget, certain staffi ng 
decisions and the ability to 

veto bylaws that are deemed 
inconsistent with provincial 
priorities.

Whether one supports or 
opposes these powers is not 
the point. The point is that 
they exist, and voters should 
understand their implications.

One of the most important 
facts is that a mayoral veto 
cannot be overturned by a 
simple majority of council. 
It requires a two-thirds vote 
of the entire council. On 
a seven-member council, 
that means fi ve votes are 
required.

As a result, electing four 
councillors who share your 
views may no longer be 
suffi cient to provide effec-
tive oversight of municipal 
government. Four votes can 
still pass many routine mo-

tions, but four votes cannot 
overturn a mayoral veto.

If council wishes to 
maintain its ability to 
review, challenge, and, when 
necessary, override deci-
sions made under strong-
mayor powers, fi ve votes are 
required.

This is not an argument 
against any particular 
mayoral candidate, nor is it 
an argument against strong-
mayor legislation itself. 
Rather, it is an argument in 
favour of balance, account-
ability, and democratic 
oversight.

Municipal government 
functions best when ideas are 
debated openly and decisions 
are tested through discussion 
among independently elected 
representatives.

Regardless of who 
becomes mayor, residents 
should consider whether 
the council they elect will 
have the capacity to exercise 
independent judgment and 
provide meaningful checks 
and balances when required.

For voters who are think-
ing strategically in this 
election, the question may 
no longer be, “Which four 
councillors do I support?”

The more important ques-
tion may be, “Will there 
be at least fi ve members of 
council willing to exercise 
independent oversight when 
necessary?”

Strong-mayor powers 
make that distinction more 
important than ever.

Al Bisback
NOTL

How strong mayor powers change council votes
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Book a FREE hearing test
905-468-9176

504 Line 2 Rd, Virgil, ON  L0S 1T0

amplifon.ca

Hear conversations, laughter,
and life again.
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Brian Marshall
Columnist

It has often been suggest-
ed that the Town of Niagara 
on the Lake is dominated by 
its grey-haired citizens over 
the age of 65. That general-
ity has always bothered me 
since, as I do our grocery 
shopping every week, there 
seems to be an almost equal 
number of shoppers south 
of 65 to those of us north of 
that age.

To satisfy my curiosity, I 
did a bit of research.

For the purposes of sim-
plicity, I established the age 
groups in fi ve categories: 
zero to 19 years, 20 to 34 
years, 35 to 54 years, 55 to 
64 years and 65-plus years.

The following is based 
on Statistics Canada census 
data from 2022: there were 
2,930 residents under the 
age of 19; 2,350 who fell 
into the group that was 20 
to 34 years old; the 35 to 
54 year category numbered 

3,555; in the 55-to-64-
year range we had 4,430 
folks; and, the grey-haired 
residents over the age of 65 
totalled 6,900.

In aggregate, NOTL’s 
citizenry under the age of 
55 totalled 8,835; 1,935 (or 
about 22 per cent) greater 
than the total number of 
residents over the age of 64. 
And, sandwiched between, 
are the 4,430 individuals of 
late-middle age.

So, in real terms, the 
majority of town residents 
are actually under the age 
of 65 — a fact that is far too 
often forgotten in the push 
and pull of municipal gov-
ernance vis-à-vis planning 
and services.

Moreover, one is forced 
to ponder why the demo-
graphic group between the 
ages of 20 and 34 actually 
numbers the fewest of all 
the categories.

Certainly part of the an-
swer is that many individu-
als generally between the 
ages of 18 and 23 are pursu-
ing post-secondary educa-
tion in other jurisdictions 
— some, if they choose to 
engage in graduate studies, 
are older.

However, I suspect the 
real reasons for the small 
number in this age group 
are more prosaic.

Namely, there are fewer 
career opportunities in 

Niagara-on-the-Lake and its 
surrounding environs than 
elsewhere in Ontario and, 
perhaps even more impact-
ful, housing is simply too 
expensive and scarce in this 
town for individuals just 
beginning their future work 
trajectory.

Quite bluntly, hospitality, 
viticulture and agriculture 
are the career choices of 
a comparable few, not the 
many. The town of Niagara-
on-the-Lake has focused for 
so long and with single-
minded purpose on tourism 
that it has largely become a 
single-source economy.

How do you attract a 
younger career engaged 
population if the job oppor-
tunities are absent?

Further, if — as has been 
the case to date — new 

housing developments are 
geared to the more mature 
incomes of the 35-to-54 
age demographic and no 
purpose-built, affordable 
rental buildings are de-
veloped, the community 
effectively denies settlement 
by those who are in the 
early stages of their working 
life and arguably those who 
are not “doctors and lawyers 
and such.”

Speaking of the “middle-
aged” category, it is this 
group whose children have 
been, are being and will be 
forced to move away from 
NOTL for job opportuni-
ties and affordable living 
accommodation.

That said, it appears that 
both the 20-to-34 and 35-to-
55 age groups are notably 
less politically engaged than 

their over-65 counterparts.
Very oddly, there is a 

dearth of published data 
in Ontario regarding voter 
turnout by age. In fact, nei-
ther the provincial nor most 
municipal governments in 
this province actually pro-
duce this metric.

However, the sole excep-
tion in the Niagara region 
is the City of Niagara Falls  
— visit open.niagarafalls.
ca/search and you will fi nd 
data from the last municipal 
election under “Niagara 
Falls 2022 Election Results – 
Recorded Electors by Age.”

It is immediately apparent 
from this data that the voter 
turnout in the 20-to-34 age 
category is approximately 
66 per cent lower than that 
of the 65-plus crowd, while 
the 34-to-54 group is not 

signifi cantly better, at about 
50 per cent of its older 
counterparts.

Despite total voter turn-
around being notably higher 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake 
versus Niagara Falls during 
the 2022 election, I suspect 
we can generalize the voter 
turnout percentages by age 
over both municipalities. In 
real terms, these age groups 
are demonstrably less politi-
cally involved than the over 
65 demographic.

This proposition is 
supported by the recent 
survey results published by 
the Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Residents Association (visit 
notlra.com and hover over 
the “Governance” tab at 
the top of website to fi nd 
the “2026 Survey Results” 
page), wherein only 23 per 
cent of survey respondents 
were under the age of 65 
while the remaining 77 per 
cent of people responding 
were over that age.      

The future of this town 
should be charted not by the 
old, but by those who will 
inherit for decades to come 
and if not for themselves 
then for their children.

The majority is not speak-
ing and we desperately need 
to hear their voices.

Brian Marshall is a 
NOTL realtor, author and 
expert consultant on design, 
restoration and heritage.

Without affordable homes, NOTL can’t be for all

The only region-operated affordable housing in Niagara-on-the-Lake is at 300 Davy St. 
There are 40 one-bedroom units and rent is calculated at 30 per cent of the gross monthly 
income for the household, plus utilities, up to the maximum market rent amount of $907 
per month. Niagara Region says the wait list is approximately fi ve years for the units. FILE

Contact Us to Book an Assessment

905-692-5690
info@diamond-contracting.ca
www.diamond-contracting.ca

Your Home. Your Comfort.

Aging in placE.
Custom built spaces for
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Ross Robinson
Columnist

Let’s ramble a bit about 
how different the whole 
back-to-school picture is 
now.

Way back when during 
my early grade years in 
Winnipeg and then To-
ronto, how did we manage 
without backpacks? How 
did we carry all our stuff?

Sometimes today, a 
young child seems to be to-
tally encumbered, outsized 
by a backpack bigger than 
the backpacker. Textbooks, 
binders, clothing and per-
haps some sports stuff and 
a musical instrument.

The backpacks of today 
are not simply utilitarian. 
Stylish and colourful, often 
decorated with a trendy 
logo or a famous face.

Lunch? I cannot recall 

what Mom prepared for my 
lunch, but it was no doubt 
nutritious and included the 
main food groups. And this 
wouldn’t have included any 
fast-food delights.

Weird as it might seem 
now, our houses while I 
was in kindergarten to 
Grade 6 were always within 
a reasonable walking 
distance of the school. Not 
a lot of “working moms” in 
those days.

A favourite family story 
was when Mom called out 
to my Grade 5 walking pal, 
Bill Armour, “Bill, would 
you like to have lunch with 
us today?” He quickly and 
politely responded, “What 
are you having?” At least, 
that’s the legend as it lives 
on. (With a tip of the hat to 
Gordon Lightfoot.)

Not that long ago, may 
I remind everyone? As I 
ramble along this week, 
the entire back-to-school 
phenomenon is so radically 
different than it was back 
in the 1950s.

Yellow school buses? Not 
even a factor back then in 
Canadian school districts 
where we lived. Now, a 
logistical miracle that 
inconceivably transpires 
every school day morning.

Imagine looking down 
from above at North 
America at about 7:30 a.m. 
on a school day. Of course, 
we didn’t have comput-
ers back then, or handheld 
communication devices 
illustrating the routes and 
current positions of our 
bus. Our lives have become 

so incomprehensively over-
complicated.

And huge shoutouts 
now to the unsung he-
roes: school bus drivers 
and crossing guards. The 
responsibility, the split 
shifts and the often com-
promised weather condi-
tions. How the term “snow 

day” has evolved? And I 
haven’t even mentioned 
the shocking rudeness and 
incompetence of some car 
drivers. Please.

Rambling just a bit more, 
as my deadline approaches, 
how about before-school 
and after-school activities? 
Partly due to the cost of car 
insurance, not a lot of high 
school kids have their own 
cars now.

I become totally fl um-
moxed trying to fi gure out 
the logistics and expenses 
of education today. How 
do we possibly pay for our 
schools? To emphasize my 
query, how do we possibly 
pay for our schools?

So, I have gone on about 
the mysteries of education 
today.

Let me take a challenging 
big step from the old Par-
liament Oak Public School 
site, across King Street to 
Veterans Memorial Park. 
Near Branch 124 of our 
Royal Canadian Legion

Rambling this week, I 
am reminded that our town 
really is a small town. With 
a big basket of goings on 
and issues.

Happily, and after a year 
or two off from a sport I 
love, I am back playing ten-

nis. Patiently, with a strong 
dose of timidness. Staying 
vertical used to be ex-
pected, but now, no chasing 
drop shots or lobs. Feet can 
get tangled up, and down 
one tumbles for the dreaded 
fall.

Let me propose a rhym-
ing headline for these 
words about my current 
Monday evening Big Hit-
ters and Thursday evening 
Top Guns men’s leagues 
— “Familiar faces, more 
braces, and less aces.”

So great to be seeing 
George Schachtschneider 
(I have done my best on 
this spelling), Derrick 
Penman, Mac MacSween 
and Rick Sherk again. And 
Shan Jain, Jim “ Willlam 
Makepeace” Thackray and 
so many other determined 
athletes.

All of us are a tad older, 
but still familiar faces. 
More braces on more knees 
and elbows, and less aces 
being served up.

My weekly deadline has 
arrived, so it’s time for me 
to ramble off.

Try to be kinder to each 
other, especially with the 
upcoming election cam-
paign upon us.

rossrocket9@gmail.com

When he was your age, Ross Robinson walked to school 
uphill both ways in the snow ... now it’s systematic. FILE

The back-to-school stampede was different in my day

Dear editor:
There is something won-

derfully municipal about 
our approach to parking.

Council gives cunicipal 
accommodation tax revenue 
to a tourism marketing 
agency. The agency adver-
tises Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
Visitors arrive, followed 
by their cars. Residents 
complain, taxpayers fund 
another parking study — 
and then, apparently, we 
advertise some more.

Perhaps there is a less 
expensive solution.

Niagara-on-the-Lake does 
not lack tourists on peak 
summer weekends. It lacks 
space.

This is not only an Old 
Town problem. Rural roads 
now carry growing numbers 
of visitors alongside farm 
equipment, cyclists, farm-
workers and residents, in a 
municipality bounded by 
protected farmland, parks, 
the lake and the river.

That distinction matters.

We already have an outlet 
mall. Old Town should 
not become another one. 
There is no magical vacant 
parking fi eld behind Queen 
Street — only homes, 
heritage streets, parks and 
neighbourhoods where 
people actually live.

So why do we act as 
though every additional 
visitor is automatically a 
public good?

Tourism is not one thing. 
A visitor who stays two 
nights, parks once, walks, 
sees a play, has dinner, 
tours wineries and shops at 
locally owned businesses 
brings substantial value.

A visitor who drives 
into Old Town, circles for 
parking, buys an ice cream, 
takes a photograph and 
leaves brings considerably 
less.

Yet both count equally in 
a visitor count statistic.

Perhaps we should stop 
counting heads and start 
counting value.

The designated tourism 
agency should be judged 
by whether it attracts visi-
tors who stay longer, spend 
more, travel outside peak 
periods and explore more of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake — not 
simply by whether more 
people arrive.

That requires council 
to set the right mandate. 
Council chose the agency 
and decided to give it 

municipal accommodation 
tax revenue. If its goals and 
incentives are wrong, that 
is not merely an agency 
problem. It is a governance 
problem.

And when Old Town is 
already full?

We could try the revolu-
tionary strategy of not using 
municipal accommodation 
tax money to invite more 
peak-period day-trippers.

No expropriation. No 
parking garage. No shuttle 
study. No new signs ex-
plaining that the parking 
lot is full. And almost no 
taxpayer cost.

Tourism should serve 
Niagara-on-the-Lake — not 
require Niagara-on-the-
Lake to be redesigned for 
an unlimited number of 
tourists.

Before solving the parking 
shortage, perhaps we should 
stop manufacturing it.

Invite guests, not traffi c.
Bruce Gitelman

Old Town

Stop manufacturing the parking problem

Dear editor:
With respect to The 

Lake Report, can we put 
Parliament Oak to bed, 
please? Enough.

It’s happening and I 
look forward to its maj-
esty — others don’t and 
that’s fine. What I take 
issue with is the constant 
misinformation stirred by 
Garth Turner, SORE and 
the Residents Association 
(a minority group) and 
others blaming recent 
flooding on the develop-
ment.

The flood at the Legion 
was caused by a culvert 
blocked to allow the Re-
gent Street culvert repair 
and then not removed 
by the contractor. It was 
not caused by Parliament 
Oak construction, despite 
wishful thinking by some.

As recent reporting by 

Mr. Hummel explains, 
Parliament Oak is permit-
ted to pump filtered storm 
water, i.e. clean water into 
the sewage system, as is 
the Royal George. This is 
standard for major con-
struction.

The town’s sewer system 
is more than capable of 
handling this and during 
the storms was operating 
under capacity.

To understand this in 
simple terms, we have a 
big hole (Parliament Oak). 
Water flows drawn by 
gravity, i.e. into the hole, 
not the other way around.

Parliament Oak may 
have actually saved fur-
ther flooding. How do I 
know this? I have consult-
ed with professionals and 
have done my research.

Bonita Cawker
Old Town

No more misinformation 
about Parliament Oak, 
some of us are happy 
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Dear editor:
Donald Trump and Doug 

Ford — not real bright and 
damn proud of it.

Even though Donald and 
Doug may appear as broth-
ers under the skin, even 
brothers may have a falling 
out, as follows.

Question: How do you 
bury innumerable attacks 
on democracy, woodlands, 
farmlands, wetlands, fl ood 
plains, autistic children, the 
public health system, public 
education, the Landlord and 
Tenant Board, freedom of 
information, etc.?

Well, why not copy Don-
ald Trump, and just start to 
rant about something that 
you have never mentioned 
before? If Trump can do it, 
why shouldn’t Ford and his 
royal Republicans? Gener-
ally speaking, Toronto and 
Washington should be copa-
cetic in such matters.

Remember the last On-
tario election at the begin-
ning of 2025? It had to be 
held because Trump was 
imposing tariffs on Canada. 
Say what? That isn’t quite 

the Premier of Ontario’s 
bailiwick. Don’t we have a 
guy named Mark Carney 
who is supposed to deal 
with international concerns?

No matter. The Trump 
tariffs were good for keep-
ing emerging kerfuffl es 
about “Where is democracy 
now?”, “Where are envi-
ronmental issues now?”, 

“Where are health issues 
now?”, and “Where is help 
for the poor and homeless 
now?” off the front pages 
and off television’s prime-
time news.

Ford was able to bury the 
legislative opposition by a 
myriad of “public service” 
advertisements, attack ads, 
photo-ops, offi cial govern-
ment statements, press 
conferences, pop quotes, etc.

In short, “There’s no busi-
ness like show business.”

One wonders whether 
there is another election in 
the offi ng again, as Ford 
continues to run the prov-
ince without the legislature, 
and governs through the 
Toronto media.

As with Trump, the goal 
is to be the most recogniz-
able presence out there, as 
well as being in position 
to manipulate the public 
agenda. In which case, 
actual problems and actual 
realities never have to be ad-
dressed. Not until after the 
next election anyway.

Kevin McCabe
St. Catharines

Dear editor:
After reading positions of 

mayorial candidates, there 
seems to be little to no op-
position to expanding the 
airport. Yet, local fl ooding, 
which surely will not be the 
last, and climate change are 
issues affecting all.

Have none of the can-
didates considered how 
expansion will lower the 
air quality and increase 
noise pollution for resi-

dents (the people who elect 
mayors) just so some rich 
Americans can scoot in for 
a weekend?

Why does it seem that the 
needs of people who live 
here are subordinate to the 
people politicians desire to 
attract?

Development for develop-
ment’s sake is something 
the unique agricultural area 
that is Niagara must con-
sider wisely. Now if some 

Niagara and provincial poli-
ticians talk about recreating 
a passenger rail system to 
NOTL, I’d be on board.

F.Y.I., While I live just 
across the road in Port 
Weller East, I grew up, 
attended school and was 
employed at times in 
NOTL; Niagara-on-the-
Lake remains very impor-
tant to me.

Dan Brown
Port Weller East

Premier Doug Ford.

Ford takes a page from Trump Airport expansion bad news 
for us and our environment

Dear editor:
The letter from J. Richard 

Wright regarding confront-
ing a deranged national 
leader is spot on. As previ-
ous experience has revealed, 
the reliance on tariffs does 
not achieve an objective 
of engendering domestic 
production.

Of course there are other 
accompanying objectives, 
but the goals of balancing 

international trade through 
tariffs is illusory.

A tit-for-tat tariff war is 
not worth pursuing.

I suggest the federal gov-
ernment immediately pass 
a bill on natural resources 
depletion.

This would require pay-
ment to provinces and the 
feds for material such as 
potash and other resources 
being mined. The details of 
the rates would be a subtle 
for negotiation.

As a resource-rich coun-
try, this source of wealth 
could be key element in 
national planning.

Richard Warren Osborn
NOTL

How to respond to economic aggression
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Keith McNenly
Special to The Lake Report

The leadership of the 
free world has historically 
passed not from the most 
innocent nation, but from 
the power best able to com-
bine force, institutions and a 
persuasive moral narrative. 
Britain held that mantle 
through the age of empires, 
advancing the seeds of par-
liamentary liberty and the 
Magna Carta while simulta-
neously sustaining a global 
empire built on the exploita-
tion of colonialism. 

Following the First World 
War, as the British Empire 
began to dissolve, Britain 
continued to lead the demo-
cratic cause through the 
Second World War.

For more than two years, 
the Commonwealth stood as 
a bulwark against fascism 
until the United States was 
drawn into the confl ict fol-

lowing the attack on Pearl 
Harbor and Germany’s 
subsequent declaration of 
war against the U.S.

In the aftermath of the 
war, the United States es-
tablished itself as the pre-
eminent global power and 
assumed the title of leader 
of the free world. How-
ever, both the British and 
American eras of leader-
ship were characterized by 
a profound contradiction: 
they championed freedom 
while practicing its selec-
tive application. 

Britain’s legacy was one 
of constitutional progress 
paired with colonial exploi-
tation. The United States 
followed a similar path, 
masking economic imperi-
alism behind a rhetoric of 

liberation. 
From the Spanish-Ameri-

can War and the absorption 
of Hawaii to the strategic 
propping up of dictatorships 
in the oil-rich Middle East, 
American leadership often 
functioned as a mechanism 
for hegemony rather than a 
partnership of equals.

This hegemonic lead-
ership was sustained by 
a domestic rhetoric of 
“American exceptional-
ism” — the myth that only 
in America could govern-
ment be openly criticized, 
and only in America was 
there a guaranteed peaceful 
transfer of power.

Today, these pillars are 
not merely weakening; they 
are reversing. 

We are now witnessing a 

critical evolutionary moment 
in the concept of freedom. 
Under a resurgence of ag-
gressive nationalism with the 
return of the Trump admin-
istration, the United States 
has drifted toward a posture 
of overt authoritarianism.

By deploying punitive 
tariffs as weapons of state 
and threatening those who 
do not comply, the current 
American leadership has 
signalled a regression to 
the belief that might makes 
right — that the strong may 
do what they will, and the 
weak must simply accept 
the terms.

This shift is not merely 
an economic strategy; it is 
a symptom of a domestic 
political apparatus where 
a minority-controlled ad-
ministration, supported by 
a party-controlled Congress 
and Supreme Court, has 
increasingly sidelined the 
democratic will of its own 
citizens. 

In this climate of co-
ercion, a new model of 
leadership is emerging. 
While many nations have 
meekly accepted American 
demands to avoid the wrath 
of the hegemon, Canada has 
stood its ground.

By resisting economic at-
tacks and refusing to surren-
der its sovereign capacity to 
govern, Canada has become 
the primary democratic 
voice reminding the world 
that freedom is not a gift 
handed down by the power-
ful, but a right defended by 
the resolute.

Canada’s resistance 
is particularly poignant 
because it is conducted by a 
nation dwarfed in military 
and economic scale by its 
attacking neighbour, while 
sharing the longest unde-
fended border in the world. 

Canada’s ascent to this 
emerging mantle is not 
rooted in the ability to 
project force or exploit less 
developed nations. Instead, 
its leadership is defi ned by 
the resolve of an engaged 
citizenry willing to sacrifi ce 
immediate comfort for the 
preservation of sovereign 
democracy. It is guided by a 
leadership focused on build-
ing economic strength and 
diversifi cation to withstand 
economic warfare. 

Canada is not fi ghting 
for dominance, but for the 
principle of autonomy. 
Furthermore, this resistance 
is not an act of hostility to-

ward the American people, 
but an act of solidarity with 
them. By refusing to cave to 
a coercive regime, Canada 
provides a vital external 
anchor, just across the 
shared border, for American 
citizens who fi nd themselves 
trapped under a dictatorial 
minority rule. 

The shift of leadership 
from the United States to 
Canada as the moral centre 
of the free world is not a 
transition of raw power, but 
a transition of legitimacy. 
It suggests that the era of 
fi at by hegemony is ending, 
and the era of leadership by 
principle is beginning.

By demonstrating that a 
smaller, democratic nation 
can challenge the pressure 
of a superpower through 
strategic resolve and civic 
unity, Canada is showing 
the world that the true mea-
sure of leadership is not the 
ability to compel, but the 
courage to resist.

In doing so, Canada is not 
merely defending its own 
borders; it is defending the 
very idea of a free world.

Niagara-on-the-Lake resi-
dent Keith McNenly was the 
chief administrator of the 
Town of Mono for 41 years.

In the U.S. or abroad, many are tired of Donald Trump’s 
autocracy. Canada is now a pillar of democracy. WIKIMEDIA

Canada and the recasting of democratic leadership



September 3, 2026

Last issue’s answers

M
ED

IU
M

Crossword Puzzle

Across
1. Insurers cover them (5)
4. Avert scam, abusing studio kit (2,7)
9. Manic-depressive (7)
10. River mouth (7)
11. Die (5,4)
12. Food poisoning bacteria (1,4)
13. Recast (7)
15. Fortifi cation sounds like a horn, 
maybe (7)
17. Vigorous (7)
19. Distended (7)
21. Instruct (5)
23. Lifted out (7,2)
25. Hackneyed (7)
26. Provocations (7)
27. Ayrshire golf course owned by 
Donald Trump (9)
28. Book preceding Philemon (5)
Down
1. Only Hitchcock fi lm to get a Best 
Picture Oscar (7)
2. Not a leading player (10,5)
3. Top briefs (5)
4. Prospered (7)
5. Less cloudy (7)
6. Corner joint (5)
7. Grounds for acquittal (10,5)
8. Top cutter? (7)
14. Deck speed measure (1,1,1)
16. Long March leader (3)
17. Motown (7)
18. “Waterworld” star (7)
19. Drops in (5,2)
20. They’re often changed on little ones 
(7)
22. Big banger? (1-4)
24. “--- Your Wagon”, Frederick Loewe 
musical (5)

GAMES

Have some fun

MAXIMIZE EXPOSURE!

#1
RE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!*

##################111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111#1##1##1##1##1##1#
RE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!***

SCAN FOR A FREE 
HOME EVALUATION

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto  — not just in town.

16 MILLS LANE
2+1 BED • 3 BATH • 1,703 SQ. FT.

$1,050,000

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

8 FIRELANE 14D ROAD
2+1 BED • 3 BATH • 1,500 SQ. FT.

$1,249,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

19 OAKLEY DRIVE
2 BED • 3 BATH • 1,615 SQ. FT.

$1,198,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

905-641-0308  •  Sold@GolfiTeam.com  •  www.Golf iTeam.com

Call the brand that gets your home  NOTICED!

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. †Conditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated. 

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.†

905-641-0308

FREE
HOME EVALUATION

CALL TODAY!

Page 20
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The greasy pole 
— a Labour Day tradition?

As another Niagara-on-the-Lake summer winds down, many of us are looking for-
ward to one last long weekend before autumn arrives. Labour Day has long marked the 
unoffi cial end of summer, but it was once one of the biggest celebrations of the year in 
town. Organized by the local fi re department, Labour Day celebrations along the Ni-
agara River were packed with entertainment. There were boat races, games in the park, 
an evening hop, canoe-tipping contests and the infamous greasy pole competition, which 
sounds every bit as painful as it looks in this photograph. One year, organizers decided 
to add a greased pig race. We can only assume it ended in complete chaos, because it 
never appeared again in an event listing. Another crowd favourite was, you guessed it, 
another greased event: the watermelon race. A greased watermelon was tossed into the 
Niagara River, and the fi rst person to wrestle it ashore won a prize. However you spend 
this Labour Day weekend, we hope you enjoy the fi nal long weekend of summer, and 
that it’s considerably less greasy than those of Niagara-on-the-Lake’s past.

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

How productive are 
older scientists? Some 
claim to be very produc-
tive, citing a bulging CV 
of papers to justify their 
claim. Maybe, but Venki 
Ramakrishnan, a Nobel 
Prize winner in chemistry 
had this to say about aging 
and innovative ground-
breaking work in his 2024 
book, “Why We Die”:

“People who advocate 
that Americans should 
work until they are 70 are 
typically in cushy, remu-
nerative white-collar jobs 
that are fun and intellectu-
ally engaging for octoge-
narians. Many academics 
work well into their 80s. 
Some claim they are do-
ing the best work of their 
lives, but evidence suggests 
otherwise — they be-
come brand names, amass 
resources and funding 
and manage to churn out 
fi rst-rate work from their 
lab but the innovation and 

most if not all the work, is 
provided by fi rst-rate young 
scientists — older scientists 
have a different role to play 
as facilitators, not original-
ists. It is very rare for an 
older scientist to break new 
ground.”

That’s what Ramakrish-
nan had to say about the 
relationship between age 
and productivity in science, 
based on his experience as a 
scientist in chemistry, who 
was innovative and deserv-
ing enough to win a Nobel 
Prize, yet realizes that his 
laboratory years are well 
past him at 70. Recent data 
backs his opinions up.

Data from 12.5 million 
scientists in fi elds such as 
computer science, social sci-
ence mathematics, physics, 
medicine, chemistry and 
biology was collected and 
analyzed with very much 
the same result as Ramak-
rishnan suggests: scientists 
in the later decades of 
their career were far less 
likely to come up with truly 
ground-breaking, innovative 
work — the kind that has 
the power to shake up and 
signifi cantly change a fi eld 
(much as AI has done in 
recent years).

Older scientists were more 
likely to cite their own or 
other research dating to 
their more active periods in 
their own research and less 
likely to cite recent, possibly 

innovative research leading 
in different, perhaps chal-
lenging directions com-
pared to their own research.

At the highest level, that’s 
what’s refl ected in winners 
of Nobel prizes in physics, 
chemistry and medicine. 
Although it’s not unusual 
for these scientists to be in 
their 70s or older when they 
win their Nobel Prize, the 
work that led to their Nobel 
Prize was, characteristi-
cally, carried out several 
decades earlier.

The chief problem posed 
by older faculty hanging on 
in into their 70s or more is 
that by staying, they limit 
opportunities for young 
scientists to secure jobs as 
teachers and scientists in 
universities. And worse, 

might stifl e fi eld-changing 
innovative research.

That’s what probably 
happened to research in 
Alzheimer’s disease, which 
was stuck for decades with 
the “amyloid model” based 
on the notion that the dis-
ease was caused by the ac-
cumulation of beta-amyloid 
(and tau) proteins — hence 
the treatment of patients 
with drugs designed to rid 
the brain of those accumula-
tions to treat the disease.

Clinical trials revealed 
that several monoclonal 
antibody drugs were very 
good at clearing the brain of 
beta-amyloid. But evidence 
those drugs signifi cantly 
changed the curve of cogni-
tive decline was far less 
impressive.

The whole fi eld was 
muddled by pharmaceuti-
cal companies and clinical 
trialist physicians desperate 
for success, as well as, some 
would claim, corruption.

Senior researchers some-
times have advantages: a 
broad historical grasp of 
their fi eld, laboratories that 
are often well-resourced, 
experienced colleagues to 
work with and important 
connections with others in 
the fi eld.

However, those same 
laboratories can be stifl ing 
for budding young scientists 
who challenge traditional 
views and are open to fresh 
ideas.

There’s yet another 
problem. Too many estab-
lished scientists may make 
it nearly impossible for even 
the most gifted aspiring 
young scientist to see a path 
to a career position.

These days many live 
from paycheque to pay-
cheque, dependent on funds 
that in the current uncertain 
funding climate, are drying 
up, especially in the U.S. 
but elsewhere too.

Science in the U.S. and 
Europe has been in golden 
age for funding, public and 
private since the Second 
World War — that is, until 
recently.

The balance has solidly 
shifted toward China for the 
basic sciences and engi-

neering. This year, China 
overtook the U.S. for high-
quality institutions and in-
novation in the last decade.

For example, this year in 
chemistry, China took two-
thirds of the top 100 spots, 
including 23 of the top 25 
spots. That’s amazing.

And unlike Western 
institutions where faculties 
and resources are aging, in 
China, most of the up-and-
coming scientists are rela-
tively young who, based on 
recent evidence, are more 
likely to produce ground-
breaking research, which 
in turn fuels their economy 
and trade.

The Western world needs 
innovation and at least so 
far in AI, U.S. companies 
have the lead. But probably 
not for long given China’s 
long-term investment in the 
sciences.

Our response to China’s 
success should be to plan 
for the long-term, not the 
next election cycle, foster 
and reward excellence and 
invest in the young, if we 
hope to keep up with our 
competitors around the 
world. Pax Americana and 
America Über Alles is over.

Dr. William Brown is 
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the 
InfoHealth series at the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library. 

Is it time for science’s veterans to step aside?

FEATURED

As China accelerates past the U.S. in the realm of 
scientifi c achievements, Dr. William Brown points out 
that unlike in Western institutions, in China, most of the 
up-and-coming scientists are relatively young — and 
more likely to break new ground. UNSPLASH
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For obituary and memorial inquiries, 
please contact megan@niagaranow.com.

Helga Froese-Rahn
Froese-Rahn, Helga (nee 

Reimer) of NOTL passed 
away following a brief battle 
with cancer on August 
30, 2026 at the age of 88, 
surrounded by her loving 
family.

Born in Simonsdorf, 
West Prussia (Germany) on 
October 26, 1937, she came 
to Canada in 1951. She is 
survived by her children, 
Ed, Rick (Erika), Debbie 

(John) Peters; as well as 12 grandchildren and 20 great 
grandchildren. Predeceased by her two husbands, Jacob 
(1988) and Henry Rahn (2023), her brother and sister-
in-law, Gerhard (2015) and Ingrid Reimer (2023), and 
daughter-in-Law, Helen (2023).

She will be remembered by her active volunteerism in 
her church and community which included serving at the 
Christian Benefi t Thrift Store (53 years) and Warehouse 
of Hope. In 2019 she was honoured to receive the Lord 
Mayor’s Volunteer Award.

As a younger woman she served on the Niagara Grape 
Growers Action Committee which was an outspoken 
advocacy and marketing group formed in the 1970’s by 
women in farm families to support Ontario’s struggling 
grape and wine industries. She enjoyed weekly meetings, 
events and social connections with neighbours and the 
wider grape farming community.

The family will receive friends at Niagara United 
Mennonite Church, 1775 Niagara Stone Rd. (Hwy 55), 
NOTL on September 3 at 10:00 am for a time of visitation 
followed by the funeral service at 11:00 am. Internment 
immediately following the service at Niagara Lakeshore 
Cemetery for those who wish to attend.

If desired, memorial donations can be made to the 
Mennonite Central Committee or Radiant Care Pleasant 
Manor.

Online condolences at www.tallmanfuneralhomes.ca

Obituary
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Zahraa Hmood
The Lake Report

Twenty years ago, a heri-
tage property in Queenston 
that was rescued from the 
threat of demolition began a 
new chapter in its history as 
a place where people would 
learn not only to cherish the 
past, but how to preserve it 
for generations to come.

Today, the School of 
Restoration Arts at Wil-
lowbank in Niagara-on-the-
Lake is one of a handful 
of educational programs in 
the country that’s teaching 
people the ins and out of 
preserving and restoring 
historical buildings and 
other heritage sites.

This fall, the Willowbank 
school is celebrating 20 
years since its foundation in 
2006, with plans to invite 
the public onto its 13-acre 
property to tour the 19th-
century Willowbank Estate, 
learn more about what the 
school does and take part in 
day-long activities — in-
cluding an evening concert.

“We’re delighted to wel-
come the communi-
ty to this celebration,” said 
Katie Houghton, Willow-
bank’s executive director.

The estate building itself 
was built between 1832 and 
1834 for Alexander Hamil-
ton, son of Robert Hamil-
ton, one of the founders of 
Upper Canada. In the early 
2000s, it faced the threat of 
demolition or commercial-
ization.

In response, NOTL resi-
dent Laura Dodson created 

the Friends of Willowbank, 
which helped to raise more 
than $1 million to buy the 
property and turn it into the 
School of Restoration Arts 
it is today. It was designated 
a National Historic Site in 
2003 and began operating 
as a school three years later.

The 20th anniversary cel-
ebration is set for Saturday, 
Sept. 19, with a free com-
munity afternoon gathering 
being held from 1 to 5 p.m. 
It’ll feature heritage demon-
strations, an artisan market, 
activities for children and 
tours of the school’s Indig-
enous Love Garden, used 
to grow sacred medicines: 
tobacco, cedar, sage and 

sweetgrass.
“This day will be 

a celebration of all things 
heritage, including local ar-
tisans, vendors, and faculty 
sharing their skills with 
the community,” Houghton 
said.

Then, in the evening, 
Willowbank will host the 
Woodshed Orchestra for 
a performance from 6 to 
9 p.m., with a mix of jazz, 
blues, R&B, soul Balkan 
and Klezmer infl uenced-
music. Tickets for that 
concert are $20.

All the proceeds from the 
celebration will go toward 
supporting the school’s 
goal of restoring its historic 

manor house and allow 
everyone to safely access 
the third fl oor, which the 
school hopes to use for 
teaching, learning and 
community uses.

Willowbank is looking 
to raise up to $193,000 for 
the project — that amount 
is going to be matched by 
Parks Canada, which is 
pledging to support the proj-
ect. This means the school 
could have up to $386,000 
for its restoration efforts.

“We hope to welcome you 
to Willowbank, whether 
you’re new or returning. 
This is a very special place 
and everyone is welcome,” 
Houghton said.

Since 2006, students have been receiving an education at the Willowbank school in how 
to preserve and restore buildings and other historic properties. The estate itself is a 
historic property dating back to the 1830s. FILE/DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Willowbank School of Restoration Arts 
celebrates 20th anniversary on Sept. 19
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One writes mystery 
novels. The other, science-
fi ction. They may come 
from different literary 
worlds, but when it comes 
to bringing their ideas to 
life, they know how to help 
each other out.

Niagara-on-the-Lake au-
thors Richard West and Paul 
Masson are both celebrating 
the publication of a novel 
this month, and say while 
they may work in different 
genres and approach writing 
differently, as members of 
the NOTL Writers’ Circle, 
each has gotten helpful 
feedback on their latest 
works.

Masson and West held 
a joint book launch at the 
NOTL Public Library on 
Tuesday to discuss what 
inspires their writing, how 
they build fi ctional worlds 
and how an idea becomes a 
fi nished novel.

Masson’s “Suffi cient Unto 
the Day” is the eighth novel 
in his mystery series “The 

ABC Files,” which fol-
lows the staff of a detective 
agency spread across North 
America as they tackle puz-
zling cases, sailing adven-
tures and life-threatening 
danger.

West’s “Magic Trick” 
combines science-fi ction 
with alternative history. The 
novel, set during the 1990s, 
tells two intersecting sto-

ries: an astronomy student 
who discovers a strange 
phenomenon in the sky 
and an alien race called the 
YIST, which has evacuated 
the Moon and hopes to fi nd 
refuge on Earth.

The two authors met 
about eight years ago 
through the NOTL Writers’ 
Circle. Both are members 
of the group, which gives 

beginner and experienced 
writers an opportunity to 
receive peer feedback and 
supportive critiques.

West joined in 2016, 
while Masson came aboard 
around 2018. Over the 
years, the two have read and 
commented on each other’s 
work.

“Richard was nice enough 
to read and give me com-
ments — be a beta reader, 
as they call it — before I 
published this book,” Mas-
son said of “Suffi cient Unto 
the Day.”

“I’ve also read and com-
mented on some of his 
things and I realized how 
different our genres are,” he 
said. “I thought it would be 
interesting to actually have 
a conversation about how 
we do things — some things 
the same, some things dif-
ferently.”

That conversation eventu-
ally grew into the idea for a 
joint book launch.

West describes one major 
difference between his writ-
ing process and Masson’s: 
Masson is a “planner,” 

while West is a “pantser” 
— a writer who fl ies by the 
seat of his pants.

“A planner fi gures out 
what his or her book’s 
about, maps it out and then 
merrily writes chapters, and 
they all fi t together in the 
plan,” West said.

“I’m completely the oppo-
site. I’ll write a short story, 
and then I’ll get nudged into 
thinking, ‘Well, perhaps I 
could write another sequel 
to that.’ And next thing you 
know, I’m writing chapters. 
I have no idea whatsoever 
where the book’s coming 
from.”

For West, a retired engi-
neer, writing “Magic Trick” 
has been a long and winding 
journey. He fi rst developed 
the idea in the ‘90s, when 
he attempted to write a 
full-length story for the fi rst 
time.

As he learned more about 
writing and publishing, he 
published three books and 
repeatedly returned to the 
original idea, expanding and 
refi ning it along the way. 
“Magic Trick,” his fourth 

book, brings that journey to 
an end.

“Sometimes, I’m absolute-
ly amazed when I’m getting 
through a book that I never 
expected would go that far,” 
he said of his process. “As 
with a bunch of us [writers], 
we fi nd the same thing. We 
suddenly fi nd the book’s 
telling me what I’ve got to 
write, not me telling the 
book.”

Masson, a retired econo-
mist, came to fi ction writing 
after years of writing about 
economics for academic 
journals, peer-reviewed pe-
riodicals and newspapers.

He said fi ction engages 
a different part of himself 
— more personal than the 
“logical, impersonal, ratio-
nal mind” he used in his 
previous work.

“I attribute things to my 
characters that are emo-
tions, fears, opinions that 
may well be wrong. There’s 
more of myself in the fi c-
tion than in the non-fi ction 
writing that I used to do,” 
he said.

zahraa@niagaranow.com

“Suffi cient Unto the Day” is Paul Masson’s eighth book 
in his mystery series “The ABC Files.” “Magic Trick” 
is Richard West’s fourth book, this one in the genre of 
science-fi ction and alternative history. SUPPLIED
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