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Dear editor:
Niagara-on-Lake loves 

a parade. Crowds line the 
streets and cheer on the 
Christmas Tractor Parade 
in Virgil, the Christmas 
Parade in the Old Town and 
the Canada Day Cake Walk 
on Queen Street.

The only parade that hasn’t 
drawn cheering crowds is the 
Parliament Oak heavy truck 
parade which has run daily 
since last fall, even though 
it touches much of the com-
munity.

Highway 55, Virgil, Mis-
sissagua Street, Mary Street 
and King Street in the Old 
Town. Hundreds of heavy 
truck runs, which even pass 
both primary schools leaving 
diesel fumes and mud in 
their wake.

And now our town coun-
cillors are being asked to 
be the grand marshals of 
the Ritz-Carlton Hotel and 
tourist rental heavy truck 
parade (“SORE says new 
Rand plan ‘fl ies in the face’ 
of OLT ruling,” May 21, 
The Lake Report).

The conga line of trucks 
will go on for years, an-

other parade to celebrate 
developers and tourists 
rolling over the town’s 
streets and residents.

What parade route will 
it follow? Certainly not 
past the winery on John 
Street — that would be bad 
for business. Charlotte and 
Niagara streets will be the 
fastest way in and out.

With such a short route 
dozens of times a day for 
years, perhaps this heavy 
truck parade will attract a 
crowd eager to celebrate the 
vision of our current town 
council and staff.

We love a parade here. 
Even if it rolls over us and 
breaks our backs while it 
destroys our town.

Rick Monette
NOTL

Prepare for another parade
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New!
Enjoy our r efreshed seated tasting experience in our br and new tasting hall,

with �exible ways to enjoy our wines.   ONLY $15/PERSON

SEATED TASTINGS

Dear editor:
I laughed out loud when 

I read Mr. Turner’s list of 
my cousin Rainer Hum-
mel’s accomplishments 
(“The Turner Report: The 
voice from the big house,” 
May 28). Especially, 
the big house. The old 
Phillips-Lansing estate. 
Renovated. Still a home. 
Not a hotel.

All that by a person born 
in a backward South Ameri-
can country, about the time 
when Fidel Castro (friend of 
Justin Trudeau’s family) and 
his compatriot Che Guevara 
were instigating a revolution 
against the American-affi li-
ated Batista regime.

Our family grew up in dire 
poverty. Prussian refugees 
fl eeing a Stalinist military of 
killers and rapists.

Rainer lived, literally, in a 
mud hut. No running water. 
Old newsprint for toilet pa-
per. Food was whatever you 
could grow or catch and kill.

In the mid-1960s, our 
families moved to Niagara-
on-the-Lake. A paradise. 
The patriarch of our 
extended family instilled 
upon us that we must all 
work together, specifi cally 
to build businesses to supply 
products and services that 
our community needed. 
Everyone helps everyone so 
that we all thrive.

Our matriarch reminded 
us that, in Europe we might 

have been enemies, but in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, we 
are community. That in-
cludes the Pillitteris, Moris, 
Burlands, Ahluwalias, Pa-
tels, Obamas — everyone.

Rainer took that to heart. 
That ethic prompted him to 
speak up for Andrea Kaiser. 
They may not know each 
other well, and they may 
not share the same politics, 
but anyone who is trying to 
make a difference for the 
community deserves a fair 
hearing.

Besides, her ideas might 
make a positive impact. 
Never take anyone for 
granted.

No one in Rainer’s large 
extended family ever 
forgets that the difference 
between a mud hut and a 
mansion is only the next 
bad political decision, aided 
by a self-indulgent press.

As a former legislator, 

always intimately involved 
with lawmakers and attor-
neys, you must understand 
the root of our legal and 
political tradition: the So-
cratic method. The search 
for universal truth.

Every point of view and 
fact is important and should 
be given due deference. 
Unless you rely on personal 
bias? But as any lawmaker 
can tell you: never be your 
own advocate. That way lies 
foolishness.

My point? Class distinc-
tion may not be as sig-
nifi cant as some believe. 
Wealthy, middling or poor: 
we all need to hold our-
selves to account. No one 
is perfect. Give everyone 
grace.

And give every idea, 
every vision a chance to 
fl ourish.

Wallace Wiens
Old Town

Letter writer Wallace Wiens says her cousin Rainer Hummel 
may live in a mansion now, but he spent time living in a 
literal mud hut in his childhood. Hummel worked hard to 
get there. She says her cousin’s defence of Andrea Kaiser 
is because they were raised with a sense of community.

Letter writer Rick Monette 
warns NOTLers to prepare 
for a parade of dump trucks 
for the Royal George build.

No one should be dismissed by class

Dear editor:
I’m writing in response 

to your article in the May 
21 edition, “Harder to care 
in NOTL: Caregivers face 
gaps, inconsistency in sup-
port services.”

One of the local resources 
available to caregivers that 
wasn’t mentioned in the 
article is the Community 
Palliative Care & Wellness 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

While many NOTL resi-
dents may know us as a hub 
of services and resources 
for end-of-life care, we also 
support individuals, families 
and caregivers throughout 
all stages of short-term/
long-term life-changing 
illness. 

For caregivers, our 

services include compas-
sionate, trained volunteers 
who offer caregiver relief 
through home and long-
term care visits. Our volun-
teers offer companionship, 
compassionate listening 
and emotional support for 
a caregiver’s loved one — 
and regular respite from 
caregiving duties.

We also hold a recharge 
caregiver group, a safe 
space for those caring for 
others, where we listen, en-
courage and provide inter-
active sessions designed to 
prevent caregiver burnout.

Some of our other 
services designed to help 
caregivers include volunteer 
drivers, mobility equipment, 
and lots of information, 

resources and guidance on 
accessing local and regional 
programs.

Anticipatory grief is taken 
very seriously at on set of 
diagnosis; we have group 
support, one-on-one support 
and walking groups.  

We’ve been supporting 
NOTL for 40 years, and our 
small but mighty team is lo-
cated at 1882 Niagara Stone 
Rd. in the Medical Build-
ing with the Niagara North 
Family Health Team.

We invite caregivers to 
visit us at notlpc.com, call 
us at 905-468-4433 or email 
at notlpc@bellnet.ca.

Bonnie Bagnulo 
Executive director
 NOTL Community 

Palliative Care & Wellness

NOTL Palliative Care offers 
respite services right here
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Hidden Rye Park honours a giant of NOTL history

Ross Robinson
Columnist

Out and about our 
eminently walkable town, 
it’s so nice when people 
exchange smiley nods of 
heads. And, continuing 
my long established habit, 
perhaps a brief greeting. 
“Top of the day to you,” or a 
reasonable facsimile thereof.

During the past few years, 
increasingly, I have had to 
learn not to expect a reply 
from many people. They 
are not cold, unsociable 
or rude. They are simply 
wearing little earbuds, so 
they don’t hear me. So be it 
— I just have to get with the 
program.

And my goodness, how 
about the promotion, 
hype and buzz around the 
upcoming FIFA World Cup? 
Can you believe it? Without 
a doubt, an authentically 
“world” championship.

So many nations are in the 
tournament, from all areas of 
our world. Are there really 
48 countries playing? Unlike 
ice hockey and baseball, 
where we kind of stretch the 
word “world” when naming 
our annual playoff series. 
How many countries are 
really competitive?

So, the World Cup is 
upon us. We have been 
reading so much about 
the heavy handedness of 
the FIFA folks, and the 
almost ludicrous prices 
of accommodation, 
transportation and other 
necessaries. Whatever. I 
have never been a soccer (or 
is it football?) kind of sports 
guy, but I have determined 
to get on the bandwagon.

I am looking for a way 
to make this whole World 
Cup thing enjoyable. Help 

me fi nd an underdog team 
to cheer for, because in this 
type of sudden death knock-
out format, there are always 
incredible upsets. This is 
statistically undeniable.

Speaking of statistics, 
I learned many years ago 
that 72 per cent of statistics 
are made up on the spot. 
Further, some 87 per cent of 
Canadians think they have 
an above average IQ.

Rambling dynamically 
now back to the overbearing 
advertising during the 
recent Stanley Cup playoffs, 
I saw two clever new ads 
during Game 7. And yes, 
that game didn’t end well 
for mes Canadiens de 
Montreal.  But my favourite 
player, Cole Caulfi eld, 
starred in a new Hall of 
Fame ad for Old Spice 
deodorant: “The best smell 
in the NHL.” Bewdy!

Also, a new Tylenol 
scrolling ad on the rink 
boards and on the previously 
totally white ice surface: 
“Tylenol. We’ve got Canada’s 
backs.” And someone please 

explain to me, “Tim’s, tastes 
of the globe.”

Now, a big detour to 
convenience stores. Interna-
tionally, there have been a 
couple of multi-billion-dol-
lar buyouts in various parts 
of the world. Circle K, 7-11, 
Kum and Go, and more.

How on Earth do they 
put a value on these 
businesses? Thousands of 
stores, tens of thousands 
of employees. Just imagine 
counting the inventories 
that have to be recorded. 
There are some really 
smart people in the world.

And I just hope that our 
local Niagara Avondale 
stores can continue to 

fl y under the radar. Well-
located, clean, staffed by 
friendly, informed and 
dependable “Avondale 
people.” We are so lucky 
that “the Avondale” is a 
known and trusted brand 
name. And nearly always 
has what we pop in for. 
Lately, they have been 
selling lots of Niagara 
wines. Hurrah.

I will ramble to this 
week’s conclusion by 
drawing attention to yet 
another historical giant of 
Niagara-on-the Lake. Do 
many of us know where 
Rye Park is located, even 
though it really lacks street 
signage, and is hard to fi nd? 
Go north on King Street, 
turn left on Cottage, and 
then jog right on Rye Street 
for about 20 metres. Turn 
left down a little road that 
has no sign, but is “number 
704.” This will take you to 
Rye Park, also known as 
Rye Heritage Park.

Not the site of a long-ago 
moonshine producer. A 
large and wonderful park 

with two tennis/pickleball 
courts, a fi ne soccer/
football fi eld and an asphalt 
basketball area. And, a very 
fi ne playground apparatus 
for young NOTLers. What’s 
not to like? And such a 
well-used park, by pooches 
and their people.

Not that long ago, in 1869, 
Maria Rye founded Our 
Western Home on this site. 
She and her staff and the 
Church of England’s Waifs 
and Strays Society placed 
over 5,500 impoverished, 
abandoned or orphaned 
children here, and literally 
“gave them a chance in life.”

Enough said by Ross the 
Rambler. Make time, and 
fi nd Rye Park. There are 
two large plaques that detail 
the huge contributions of 
Maria Rye and her co-
workers. Both installed 
by the Niagara Historical 
Society and the museum 
back in 2018.

You will be glad you 
learned about this NOTL 
giant.

rossrocket9@gmail.com

Ross Robinson is a fan of 
the local Avondale stores.
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Learn how we’re
 protecting the province
 at ontario.ca/SaferOntario
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

BUILDING
NEW
 JAILS
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Crossword Puzzle
Across
1. Low sculptures rising from a plane 
surface (7)
5. Pull through (7)
9. Peeping Tom (6)
10. Enduring (4-4)
11. Never use ill-gotten earnings (8)
12. Spokelike (6)
13. Home of Cox’s Bazar beach (10)
15. Arrest (4)
16. Eye problem (4)
18. Some of them are Grimm (5,5)
21. Shaft key (6)
22. Chosen as a career (4,4)
24. Learnt of a mess in Derbyshire (8)
25. Tooth covering (6)
26. “Salome” composer (7)
27. Guided (7)
Down
2. Wear away (5)
3. Polar wrecker (7)
4. Established form of words (7)
6. York, from London (2,5)
7. Picked democratically (5,2)
8. Adaptable (9)
10. Eavesdropping (9,2)
14. Thoughtless state (9)
17. African state on the Red Sea (7)
18. Elaborate Hispanic parties (7)
19. Yak seen running wild in North 
America (7)
20. Energize (7)
23. Tear up sheet for this lot (5)

GAMES

Have some fun

MAXIMIZE EXPOSURE!

#1
RE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!*

##################111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111#1##1##1##1##1##1#
RE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!***

SCAN FOR A FREE 
HOME EVALUATION

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto  — not just in town.

22 CREEKSIDE DRIVE
2+2 BED • 3 BATH • 1,591 SQ. FT.

$1,169,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

16 MILLS LANE
2+1 BED • 3 BATH • 1,703 SQ. FT.

$1,174,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

8 FIRELANE 14D ROAD
2+1 BED • 3 BATH • 1,500 SQ. FT.

$1,249,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

19 OAKLEY DRIVE
2 BED • 3 BATH • 1,615 SQ. FT.

$1,198,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

905-641-0308  •  Sold@GolfiTeam.com  •  www.Golf iTeam.com

Call the brand that gets your home  NOTICED!

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. †Conditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated. 

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.†
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Memorial Hall 
turns 120

Built in 1906, Memorial Hall stands as a lasting symbol of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s commitment to preserving its history. 
Built under the leadership of Janet Carnochan and the Niagara 
Historical Society, the building was constructed to provide a 
permanent home for the community’s artifacts, documents and 
stories at a time when few communities were actively preserv-
ing their heritage. When it offi cially opened on June 4, 1907, 
Memorial Hall became Ontario’s fi rst purpose-built public mu-
seum. For more than a century, it has connected generations of 
residents and visitors with the people, events, and objects that 
have shaped the history of Niagara-on-the-Lake. As we mark 
120 years since its construction, Memorial Hall continues to 
stand as a reminder that it is more than just bricks and mortar. 
It refl ects the ongoing commitment that the Niagara-on-the-
Lake Museum will continue to create new opportunities to 
share its collection, tell the community’s stories, welcome visi-
tors and inspire future generations to connect with the history 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake.Happy Birthday, Memorial Hall.

Niagara-on-the-Lake

STRAWBERRY
SOCIAL

When: Wednesday, June 24, from 11:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. Doors open at 10:30 a.m.

Where: NOTL Community Centre
14 Anderson Lane

The Town is looking forward to its annual Strawberry
Social event, where community members (aged 65+)
are invited to gather for lunch, fun, and friendship.
Admission is free for all attendees.

Who: Niagara-on-the-Lake residents (65+)

Registration Details:
Spots are available on a f irst-come, f irst-served
basis. If the event reaches capacity, participants
can request to be added to the waitlist.

How to Register:
Online at
forms.off ice.com/r/E2WT6JXmJE
Scan the QR code
Call 905-468-3266 ext. 0.

Rick Kingma
KINGMA, Rick —
It is with much sadness 

that we announce the 
passing of Rick Kingma on 
May 14, 2026.

Rick will be greatly 
missed by his loving wife, 
Sandra; his children, Kevin 
(Subee) and Chrissy; his 
siblings and their families: 

Annie Rutherford, Sam (Anne), Andy, and Dorothy Kimber 
(Jay) of Ontario, and John (Anita), Dina (Ron), and Rita 
(Steve) of British Columbia. He is also survived by his 
in-laws and their families: Elisabeth Riss, Larry Riss 
(Cheryl), Karen Cherubini, Linda Riss (Russ), and Dennis 
Riss (Claudia). Rick was predeceased by his parents, John 
and Aukje; and his siblings Douglas, Gerda, Susan, and 
Clarence

Rick was born in Welland on May 13, 1956, and grew up 
in Wainfl eet. In 1980, he met Sandra, and they married in 
1983, settling in Niagara-on-the-Lake to raise their family. 
Rick was a dedicated truck driver whose quiet and gentle 
nature left a lasting impression on everyone who knew him. 
He was a devoted family man who loved spending time 
with those closest to him. Rick was also a passionate sports 
fan who faithfully cheered on his teams, the Montreal 
Canadiens and the Buffalo Bills. He will always be 
remembered for his kind heart and deep love for his family.

In keeping with Ricks wishes, cremation has taken place, 
and a private family Celebration of Life has been held. 
The family wishes to extend a heartfelt thank you to the 
compassionate staff at Hamilton General Hospital and the 
Toronto General Hospital CICU and CVICU for their care.

To honour Ricks memory, please consider a simple act 
of kindness by signing up to be an organ donor through 
the Trillium Gift of Life Network, which facilitates organ 
retrieval and donation programs.

Obituary
Your ad 
could 
be here, 
earning 
you 
money.
Help us just an 
email away. 
Showcase your 
business with 
The Lake Report.

megan@niagaranow.com
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Questions? Call the Waste Info-Line
Monday – Friday 8:30 am – 4:30 pm
905-356-4141 or toll-free at 1-800-594-5542

Toss egg shells, meat (bone and all), small garden 
trimmings and even pet waste in the Green Bin.

Learn what else it can do at niagararegion.ca/greenbin

Take
more than

you think!

Questions? Call the Waste Info-Line

niagararegion.ca/greenbin

Take
more than

you think!

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

Why do politicians so of-
ten feel they can carry on in 
public offi ce, much beyond 
70, even 80 years of age, 
despite cognitive problems?

That was the case for 
Joe Biden and continues 
for some members of U.S. 
Congress. Ditto probably 
for U.K. and Canadian 
politicians.

Biologically speaking, life 
can be divided into three 
stages: fi rst, development 
(in utero to the early 30s), 
then maturation marked 
by growing experience and 
maturity (early 30s to the 
early 60s), and thereafter 
by what some so aptly call 
progressive diminishment 
beginning in the mid-to-late 
60s through to death.

By the 60s, atrophy of the 
brain and losses of nerve 

cells are obvious. About this 
time, MRIs reveal micro-
vascular changes and even 
small asymptomatic infarcts 
in fi ve to 10 per cent of 
brains between 60 and 69 
years of age, fi gures which 
rise to 10 to 24 per cent of 
brains between 70-79 years 
of age, and 25 to 40 per cent 
of brains for those over 80. 
Those are striking numbers.

That doesn’t mean that 
older folk can’t be sharp 
(many are), but increas-
ingly we’re aware, as I 
am approaching 87, that 
we’re not quite as sharp, 
our memories not quite as 
reliable, our senses not quite 
as keen and we don’t get 
about as effortlessly as we 
did in mid-life and certainly 
nowhere close to teenagers 
with their boundless energy, 
young bodies and clean-
slate learning machines for 
brains primed to learn much 
faster than we and I can.

Young brains are prob-
ably why most truly original 
thinking in theoretical 
physics and mathematics 
takes place in the 20s or 
early 30s of life, and related 
to that, why complex, fast, 
highly co-ordinated activi-
ties such as gymnastics are 
best learned in the teens — 

young brains to co-ordinate 
young muscles and joints.

Fortunately, there’s plenty 
of evidence that regular 
exercise, healthy diets and 
richer cognitive lives slow 
the aging clock — but not 
the inevitability of aging. If 
you have lingering doubts 
about the effects of aging, 
just watch teenagers and 
children at play or talking. 
It’s hard to keep up with the 
speed with which they talk, 
understand and move.

The sweet spot, as I call 
it, for effective politicians 
lies somewhere between the 
early 40s and mid-60s when 
the brain, if not quite at its 
peak, remains high-func-
tioning, they’ve acquired 
the requisite experience and 

judgement, and possess the 
needed stamina required 
for demanding jobs. Mark 
Carney is 60 and obviously 
high-functioning.

But given the silent ac-
cumulation of age-related 
changes in the brain, is it 
any surprise that leaders 
begin to fumble cognitively 
and behaviorally in their 70s 
and much beyond — and 
earlier for impaired judge-
ment and discretion?

During President Biden’s 
fi rst term and even during 
the run-up to that election, 
there were growing worries 
about his physical and cog-
nitive fi tness for the job: he 
looked frail, moved slowly 
and gingerly, and once in 
offi ce appeared increasingly 
dependent on lap notes to 
keep track of names and the 
agenda when hosting world 
leaders in the Oval Offi ce.

Then, in the fi rst presiden-
tial debate for his second 
election bid, he lost his wit 
and focus badly, leaving a 
nationwide audience to gasp 
and wonder what happened, 
and could what they wit-
nessed happen again — per-
haps many times or worse 
while he was president?

Eventually, Biden caved 
under mounting pressure 

from his party and increas-
ingly unfavourable poll 
numbers and gave up his 
run for a second term, while 
never acknowledging his 
health problems. He was 81 
at the time and would have 
been 85-86 at the end of a 
second term — a frighten-
ing prospect, given his obvi-
ous decline in the fi rst term.

Biden wasn’t the only 
worry. Mitch McCon-
nell, the Republican head 
in the Senate, twice froze 
and looked blank in mid-
sentence at the podium 
while fi elding questions. 
The cause was never made 
public but might have been 
speech arrest related to a 
localized seizure or isch-
emic event. There had been 
other events, including falls. 
That was fall 2023. But only 
with the coming midterm 
election this November is he 
fi nally slated to retire.

McConnell and Biden 
aren’t the only examples of 
questionable suitability for 
offi ce. One common trait in 
the early stages of dementia 
is denial that there’s anything 
wrong, which reveals poor 
judgment and even hubris.

A selection of political 
leaders in European, Middle 
Eastern and Asian countries 

reveals six in their 70s, three 
in their 60s, one in his 50s 
and two in their 40s, with the 
oldest being Donald Trump, 
soon to turn 80. Six are in 
the sweet spot, 40 to 65, and 
six in their 70s — beyond 
the cognitive sweet spot.

For comparison, many 
Nobel Prize winners in 
the sciences win prizes in 
their 60s and 70s for work 
carried out 20 to 30 years 
earlier, well within the 
sweet spot when they were 
most productive.

Many make it to their 
80s, even 90s, cognitively 
in good shape, but overall, 
the numbers tell a story of 
progressive physical and 
cognitive diminishment in 
the last third of life.

The trouble is that 
politicians have a habit of 
hanging on long after their 
best-before dates, believing 
the country, province/state 
and local government can’t 
get by without them. That’s 
a sign of cognitive impair-
ment, not an encouragement.

Dr. William Brown is 
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the 
InfoHealth series at the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library. 

What’s the best-before date for the average world leader?

How old is too old to run 
for a leadership position?
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507 MISSISSAGUA STREET
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$1,599,000$1,599,000$1,599,000

#1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTA FOR
10 YEARS**

CALL OR TEXT (289) 214-4394
CALL ANGELIKA =             

TMSOLD!             SOLD!             
SOLD!SOLD!

NOTL STUDIO TOUR
JUNE 6TH & 7TH

10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
FREE ADMISSION

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT
REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD

*BASED ON REVIEWS FROM RATE-MY-AGENT.COM, A TRIPLE VERIFIED REVIEW PLATFORM
**TRREB JAN. 1, 2013 TO DEC. 31, 2022, COMBINED UNITS SOLD

*
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TOP RATED AGENT IN
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THE-LAKE!

FREE HOME EVALUATION!FREE HOME EVALUATION!FREE HOME EVALUATION!FREE HOME EVALUATION!FREE HOME EVALUATION!
CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!

FREE HOME EVALUATION!
CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!

Explore a variety of studios featuring
a wide range of artistic mediums,

including painting, sculpture,
ceramics, glass and more & meet the

artists!

Visit www.notlstudiotour.com
for details
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GREG  GREG 
SYKESSYKES
SALESPERSON

NIAGARA
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

   

 905.329.3484
FREE HOME EVALUATION

CALL OR TEXT GREG
DIRECT

I recently sold my own home at 354 Johnson 
Street, at the corner of Johnson and Dorchester 
here in town, and in doing so, I was reminded in 
a very real way what so many of my wonderful 
clients go through when they trust me to help 
them sell their home and move on to their next 
chapter.

This is something I have the incredible privilege 
of being part of every day in this beautiful town.

My only job has always been simple: to sell your 
home in the least amount of time for the most 
amount of money.

But selling my own home gave me a fresh 
reminder of the emotional side of what my clients 
experience.

The second-guessing.

Did we price it right?
Are these the best photos?
Should the video feel more cinematic...or more 
emotional?
Does this room need paint?
Do we replace that...or sell it as-is?
Should the pool chairs be angled...or perfectly 
straight?

And while those decisions may seem small, when 
it’s your home, they don’t feel small at all.

Because a home is never just a property.

It’s where life happened.

Where your grandkids ran through the backyard.
Where birthdays were celebrated.
Where difficult conversations were had.
Where dreams were built.
Where chapters of your life unfolded.

Even after helping so many families through this 
process, I was reminded how vulnerable it can 

feel to let go of a home that holds so much of 
your story.

And yes, even in one of the most challenging real 
estate markets in Canadian history, I was grateful 
to generate a flurry of interest and sell our home 
above asking in just a few short days.

But what stayed with me most wasn’t the result.

It was the reminder that every time someone 
calls me to list their home, they are not simply 
hiring a Realtor.

They are trusting me with memories.
With uncertainty.
With hope.
With a major life transition—and with the 
property they poured time, love, and resources 
into.

And that trust is something I will never take 
lightly.

If you’re thinking about selling in Old Town or 
anywhere in Niagara-on-the-Lake, I want you to 
know this:

I understand in a fresh way what this journey 
feels like.

And I promise to care deeply about both the 
strategy and emotion that come with selling a 
home.

After nearly 20 years and more than 1,000 homes 
sold, I can tell you with certainty: results matter—
but so do people.

And both deserve someone who truly cares.

With gratitude,

Greg Sykes

HOW I SOLD MY  OWN HOME IN 3 DAYS

354 JOHNSON ST, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE
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