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Royal George demolition still on hold amid court delay

Gale letter 
to province 
floats reducing 
NOTL council
to six members

Canada’s fi rst sake master
Masaki Sushi’s Yoshi Takaoka earns prestigious designation as expert sommelier

Yoshi Takaoka, man-
ager and head som-
melier at Niagara-on-
the-Lake’s Masaki 

Sushi, has become one of 46 
people in the world — and the 

only Canadian — to earn a mas-
ter sake sommelier designation.

He received the designation 
earlier this year during a course 
in Portland, Ore. Takaoka said 
such courses are typically held in 

Europe and Asia, and the North 
American offering gave him 
the opportunity to pursue the 
credential.

He said reaching the master 
level required years of work 

and study beyond his previous 
certifi cations.

“There’s no like specifi c text-
book before you take the exam,” 

Masaki Sushi’s Yoshi Takaoka is the fi rst Canadian in history to receive a master sake sommelier accreditation. DAVE VAN DE LAAR
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Demolition of the Royal 
George Theatre will remain 
on hold after a Divisional 
Court judge delayed a 
scheduled hearing in a legal 

challenge over the project.
The case, brought forward 

last month by Centurion 
Building Corporation and 
president Nicholas Colaneri, 
is asking the court to review 
whether the Town of Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake followed 
planning and heritage laws 

when it approved the Shaw 
Festival’s plan to tear down 
and rebuild the theatre.

In a new endorsement 
released March 2, Justice 
Byrdena MacNeil said the 
Feb. 26 judicial review 
hearing could not proceed 
because such cases must be 

heard by a panel of judges 
unless special permission is 
granted.

The court held a meeting 
Feb. 27 to determine next 
steps and schedule a new 
hearing date. The hearing is 
now expected to take place 
March 25.

The endorsement says 
structural demolition of the 
Royal George, or the box of-
fi ce building next door, will 
not occur before March 23, 
while Shaw’s chief execu-
tive offi cer, Tim Jennings, 
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After facing a barrage of 
backlash from politicians 
and residents across Niagara 
who rejected the idea of 
forcing the region’s cities 
and towns to amalgamate, 
Niagara Regional Chair Bob 
Gale has gone back to the 
province with more ideas 
for changing regional gov-
ernance — which could see 
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s rep-
resentation at the regional 
table shrink to one vote.

In a letter to Municipal 
Affairs Minister Rob Flack 
on Wednesday, Gale puts 
forth that starting this 
fall, with each municipal-
ity’s next terms, Niagara 
Region should be reduced 
to 12 regional councillors, 
down from 32, introduced 
weighted voting based 
on the population of each 
municipality, cut down 
every municpalities’ number 
of councillors and sharing 
services across the region.

This comes after Gale 
fl oated the ideal of amal-
gamating the Niagara region 
into either one or four cities 
in a letter to Flack on Feb. 
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Niagara-on-the-Lake 
councillors say they will 
fi ght any forced municipal 
amalgamation as the town 
ramps up its response to a 
regional governance review 
that could reshape how the 
Niagara region is governed.

On Wednesday, the Town 
of NOTL submitted its 
feedback on the prospect of 
amalgamation to the prov-
ince, taking a stance against 
forcibly merging NOTL 
with other cities and towns 
in Niagara and arguing that 
the municipality is in good 
place and can stand on its 
own.

In it, the town asks Mu-
nicipal Affairs Minister Rob 
Flack and Premier Doug 
Ford to rule out forced 
amalgamation for the town, 
saying it presents “a mate-
rial risk” to local reprsen-
tation, its reserves and 
tax base, service delivery, 
agricultural and heritage 
stewardship.

“We cannot support 
structural change imposed 
in the absence of demon-
strable benefi t,” said the 
submission’s opening letter, 

signed by Lord Mayor Gary 
Zalepa.

The submission details 
the state of affairs in the 
municipality on a fi nancial, 
operational, planning and 
governance basis, which 
Zalepa writes “demonstrate 
clearly and objectively that 
Niagara-on-the-Lake is 
fi nancially stable, opera-
tionally strong and capable 
of continuing as an inde-
pendent municipality.”

It argues for NOTL’s 
strength in the areas of 
infrastructure and asset 
management, housing and 
development, economic 
resilience and tourism 
management, agriculture 
and land stewardship, 
public safety, workforce 

capacity and more.
The amalgamation is-

sue emerged after newly 
appointed Niagara Region 
Chair Bob Gale contacted 
Ontario’s minister of mu-
nicipal affairs and housing 
on Feb. 19 about initiating 
a governance review for 
the region — a process 
that could include munici-
pal amalgamation — and 
advised local mayors that 
municipalities would be 
asked to submit feedback to 
the province by March 3.

Last week, Niagara’s 
regional council voted to 
launch a formal governance 
and service delivery review 
examining how the region 
and its 12 municipalities 
operate and directed Gale 
to stop from further action 
on amalgamation while the 
review is underway.

Gale has argued the 
region’s governance system 
is ineffi cient, pointing to 
the region’s 126 municipal 
elected offi cials across 12 
municipalities and regional 
council and linking the de-
bate to infrastructure costs, 
citing roughly $2.7 billion 
in deferred infrastructure 
across the region.

The town created a 
governance working group 

to co-ordinate its response, 
with members of the town’s 
senior leadership team and 
Couns. Erwin Wiens, Tim 
Balasiuk, Wendy Cheropita 
and Sandra O’Connor.

Ruller said the group met 
regularly and worked with 
eight other municipalities 
against forced amalgama-
tion “to establish a coor-
dinated, unifi ed municipal 
position.”

Councillors made clear 
the town opposes any forced 
merger of municipalities.

Wiens pointed to the 
lack of evidence so far that 
amalgamation would benefi t 
NOTL or the region.

“We do not support any 
sort of force of amalgama-
tion. Full stop,” he said. 
“There is no evidence that 
supports it and we are going 
to be fi ghting tooth and 
nail.”

Wiens said the town was 
“ready to listen” when Gale 
made his presentation to 
council on Feb. 24, “but we 
wanted it to be evidence-
based, data-driven and 
resident-supported.”

“We have continued down 
that vein,” he said.

He warned that NOTL, a 
historic town known for its 
tight-knit community, could 

be particularly vulnerable in 
a larger merged municipal-
ity.

“Quite frankly, Niagara-
on-the-Lake has the most 
to lose out of all of this,” 
Wiens said.

While opposing forced 
amalgamation, council 
signalled it is willing to 
examine its own governance 
structure.

Wiens said the town 
should take the lead before 
changes are imposed from 
outside and introduced a 
motion to that effect, which 
council approved.

The motion directs staff 
to return to the March 24 
council meeting with a 
report examining council 
composition across Niagara, 
outlining potential consider-
ations for reducing the size 
of NOTL’s council — effec-
tive for the next municipal 
election.

“Rather than waiting for 
something that’s provincial-
ly directed or mandated, I’d 
like us to take the driver’s 
seat,” he said.

Council also supported 
Wiens’ request that staff 
begin preparing the town’s 
2027 budget using a tax 
levy target tied to antici-
pated infl ation “in a manner 

that does not contribute to 
any increase to the town’s 
existing infrastructure gap.”

“It’s crucial that the 
proposed budget does not 
worsen our infrastructure 
funding gap,” Wiens said. 
“Infrastructure is clearly 
important to the premier.”

He said the goal is to 
show the province the town 
is taking cost concerns 
seriously while consider-
ing what the premier and 
minister have said.

Cheropita thanked town 
staff and council members 
for moving quickly to re-
spond to the issue.

“It was only eight days 
ago when we found out that 
amalgamation was going to 
happen,” she said.

Since then, she said, staff 
and council have been 
working intensely behind 
the scenes to co-ordinate a 
response — something she 
described as “one of the 
greatest examples of having 
strategic action in motion.”

“I’d like the residents to 
know that they’re really 
in good hands,” Cheropita 
said. “All of the things that 
they care about right now — 
and their voice — are being 
addressed.”.
paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Coun. Erwin Wiens says 
he is vehemently opposed 
to any form of forced 
amalgamation, adding 
there is no evidence that 
supports the change.

NOTL council will fi ght ‘tooth and nail’ against amalgamation
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Niagara Region Chair 
Bob Gale was met with a 
surge of critical feedback 
from elected representatives 
last Thursday night on his 
push to reform the regional 
government and potentially 
merge Niagara’s cities and 
towns.

Regional council voted 
to direct Gale to stop any 
further action connected to 
his amalgamation efforts. It 
also voted to begin in ear-
nest a governance review of 
Niagara to look at improv-
ing service effi ciency.

Several councillors at the 
special committee meeting 
said the region needs more 
time to consider the impli-
cations of amalgamating 
Niagara and closely exam-
ine the issues with Niagara 
Region’s governance before 
making a decision.

NOTL Regional Coun. 
Andrea Kaiser was among 
the regional representatives 
calling for deeper consider-
ation on the matter, calling 
the current timeframe “an 
affront to our local repre-
sentation.”

“I believe change must be 
grounded in evidence, fi scal 

responsibility and respect 
for local identity,” she said.

The governance review 
regional council voted to 
initiate will involve, accord-
ing to the passed motion, 
“data, a business case with 
fi nancial analysis and public 
consultation.”

Gale told NOTL council 
last Tuesday that his review 
is being driven solely by 
him and his offi ce because 
of regional tax increases in 
recent years and a $2.7-bil-
lion shortfall in infrastruc-
ture projects.

In his letter to Municipal 
Affairs Minister Rob Flack 
from Feb. 19, he highlights 
that the regional tax levy 
has gone up by almost 25 
per cent in a single council 

term.
Kaiser, however, told 

regional council on Thurs-
day that merging Niagara’s 
cities and towns won’t slow 
the impact of rising police 
costs, which she says are 
what’s driving region’s 
budget hikes.

She said council needs to 
recognize “a signifi cant por-
tion” of region levy hikes 
have been tied to policing 
obligations under Ontario’s 
Community Safety and 
Policing Act of 2019.

“These costs are pro-
vincially mandated. We 
don’t have a choice in this 
matter,” she said. “And they 
will not disappear through 
amalgamation.”

Returning to the statistics 

from Gale’s letter to the 
minister, Kaiser said 4.4 
per cent of the 6.3 per cent 
tax hike from last year was 
related to policing costs.

As for the almost 25 per 
cent regional tax hike over 
the last four years, 14.1 per 
cent of this, she said, was 
from policing costs.

She argued the region 
could’ve “taken some 
leadership” by decreasing 
discretionary costs to allow 
it to invest in infrastructure 
and capital projects.

“If our cost pressures are 
structural (and) policing 
infrastructure provincially 
downloaded, quite simply, 
amalgamation does not 
solve the root issue. It sim-
ply changes who manages 
it,” she said.

Amalgamation, Kaiser 
added, would centralize de-
cision-making, affecting the 
democratic representation 
NOTL’s councillors offer the 
people who live there.

“Our residents elect 
representatives who under-
stand the nuances of each 
community. In Niagara-on-
the-Lake, it is our heritage 
district, our agriculture 
land base and our tourism 
economy,” she said.

zahraa@niagaranow.com

Regional councillors strongly rejected the idea of forced 
amalgamation of Niagara’s towns and cities. FILE

Region directs Gale to stop amalgamation push
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Niagara Regional Chair 
Bob Gale is not back-
ing down from his push 
to rethink how Niagara 
is governed — even after 
councillors voted to rein in 
his amalgamation efforts 
and launch their own review 
process.

Speaking at the Sheraton 
Fallsview Hotel in Niagara 
Falls on Friday, Gale deliv-
ered his State of the Region 
address to the residents of 
Niagara, covering issues 
such as infrastructure costs, 
tax pressures and gover-
nance reform.

“You can see some things 
out there written about 
me — I have a reason on 
everything I’ve done,” Gale 
told the audience. “Some 
are confi dential. I can’t tell 
you. I will never tell you 
what will hurt you.”

Two weeks ago, Gale 
wrote to the Municipal 
Affairs Minister Rob Flack 
calling for a review of Ni-
agara’s governance struc-
ture — including possible 
amalgamation — and asked 
Niagara’s mayors to provide 
feedback by March 3.

Regional council instead 
voted on Feb. 26 to launch 

its own formal governance 
review, directing staff to ex-
amine duplication, service 
effi ciency and costs and to 
report back with data and 
public consultation before 
any structural changes 
move forward.  Council also 
voted to direct Gale to stop 
his amalgamation efforts.

Any changes to Ni-
agara’s structure must 
move forward through that 
council-led process, not 
independently.

Gale framed that decision 
as momentum.

“I have heard from some 
unhappy people this week,” 
he said. “But I make no 
apologies — because it’s 
about time that regional 
council passed that motion.”

At one point, Gale 
compared the debate to 
broader political moments, 
asking, “How much did 
Trump bring us together as 
Canadians? Maybe my con-
versation caused us to come 
together and say, ‘We got to 
change things.’”

He said pushing for 
change on regional issues 
had, at times, strained 
his family and personal 
reputation.

“I did it for Niagara 
and the Niagara Parks,” 
he said. “Don’t get in my 
way for doing stuff on 
amalgamation or other 
things. I’m not saying I’m 
for amalgamation — I’m 
just saying I’m here for the 
right things.”

During a public chat at 
the State of the Region 
hosted by the Greater 
Niagara Chamber of Com-
merce, its CEO, Mishka 
Balsom, pressed him to 
defi ne the problem he 
is trying to solve. Gale 
repeatedly returned to one 
word: effi ciency.

He pointed to duplica-
tion between the region and 
local municipalities, slow 
permit approvals and what 
he described as the chal-
lenge of making decisions 
with 32 members around the 
regional council table.

“Cities take care of this, 
region takes care of this, 
ministry takes care of that 
— we can’t go with that.”

Gale said the Niagara 
South wastewater treatment 
plant, along with aging wa-
ter systems and roads, tops 
the region’s infrastructure 
priorities, warning that bil-
lions in upgrades are needed 
and taxpayers cannot bear 
the cost alone.

But he said Niagara must 
streamline services and 
control costs before seeking 
more funding from senior 
governments.

“Municipalities are not 
my responsibility,” he said, 
“but we all have to get our 
house in order.”
paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Gale suggested that, like Canadians banded together 
against Trump’s U.S., that his idea of amalgamating 
Niagara caused people “to come together.” PAIGE SEBURN

‘No apologies’ for amalgamation talks: Gale
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Gale proposes council cuts for Niagara
19. To NOTL council last 
week, he cited concerns 
about Niagara Region’s 
“broken” governance, 
including regional tax 
increases and a $2.7-billion 
shortfall in infrastructure 
projects.

The reduction in re-
gional councillors would 
mean only the region’s 12 
mayors would get a seat at 
the regional table, plus the 
regional chair. Right now, 
NOTL is represented by two 
people at Niagara Region: 
Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa 
and Regional Coun. Andrea 
Kaiser.

Each mayors’ vote would 
be weighted according to 
the size of their city or town 
per each 15,000 residents — 
meaning a city of 100,000 
residents would get six 
votes, while a town with 
6,000 residents would get 
one vote.

This means NOTL, 
which has a population of 
a little more than 19,000 
people, would get one vote 

at Niagara Region. The big-
gest city in the region, St. 
Catharines, has an estimat-
ed population of 136,803 
people, according to Gale’s 
letter — it would get nine 
votes.

Gale also proposes cutting 
NOTL’s council down to 
six members, plus the lord 
mayor, meaning two fewer 
councillors representing the 
municipality’s residents in 
town hall.

He proposes no cuts for 
St. Catharines and Niagara 
Falls’ councils, which he 
said will have their cur-
rent numbers, 12 and eight, 
respectively.

Gale briefl y acknowl-
edged the negative feed-
back to his amalgamation 
push in his latest letter to 
Flack: “While I heard criti-
cism with the initial lack 
of advance consultation, it 
was widely acknowledged 
that the current structure of 
126 municipally elected of-
fi cial across municipalities 
and 31 members of regional 
council is not as lean, ef-
fi cient or affordable as it 
should be.”

He said his latest rec-
ommendation avoids “the 
disruption and risk of 
full amalgamation at this 
time,” “strikes a pragmatic 
balance” between fi scal 
responsibility democratic 
representation and local 
autonomy and will get more 
support across Niagara than 
“any immediate move to 
full amalgamation.”

zahraa@niagaranow.com

Regional Chair Bob Gale sent this letter to the minister of 
municipal affairs and housing on Wednesday. SOURCED
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says Shaw demolition will 
not proceed until after the 
March 25 hearing. The 
work had originally been 
scheduled for late March or 
early April.

“The Shaw Festival 
undertakes to the court that 
the Shaw Festival shall not 
undertake any demolition of 
the structures on the Queen 
Street properties known 
municipally as 79 and 83 
Queen St., which includes 
the Royal George Theatre, 
before March 23,” said the 
endorsement.

It said Shaw lawyers 
warned the matter is urgent 
and any further delays could 
“seriously impact in a nega-
tive manner on the project’s 
funding.” 

The Lake Report asked 
Shaw how delays could af-
fect project funding, but the 
organization said it would 
not provide further com-
ment because the matter is 
before the courts.

Jennings said the pause is 
voluntary.

“The court has not or-
dered a stay,” he said in a 
March 3 statement. “Shaw 
agreed to this undertaking 
of its own volition after the 
initial hearing was delayed.”

“We, together with the 
town, believe this review 
will fi nd all matters were 
properly conducted by both 
the town and the Shaw, and 
look forward to this being 
resolved quickly.”

Jennings said Shaw is 
“continuing with other work 
on the project while this mat-
ter is waiting to be heard.” 
Shaw declined to elaborate 
further on what work is cur-
rently underway, saying the 
matter is before the courts.

Colaneri said the case is 
about ensuring the town’s 

decision followed the law 
before demolition occurs.

“Demolition is irrevers-
ible. Once it happens it 
cannot be undone,” he said 
in an email.

Maintaining the pause 
allows the court to review 
whether the town’s decision 
complied with planning and 
heritage laws before “some-
thing permanent occurs,” he 
added.

“What’s at stake is public 
confi dence and trust in how 
decisions are made in our 
town.”

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa 
said he is “confi dent that 
the town is preparing for 
that review” and that coun-
cil looks forward to the 
outcome.

Communications co-
ordinator Marah Minor said 
the town cannot comment 
because the matter is under 
litigation and added no 
permissions for any sort 
of “activities” have been 
granted for lands at 79–83 
Queen St. since the demoli-
tion pause took effect.
paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Shaw voluntarily halted work, executive says

Shaw Festival’s lawyers said have said further delays to the construction timeline for the 
new Royal George could “seriously impact” the project’s funding. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Our photo from 2024 drew a large crowd. This year we’d like to double it, or more. Please invite 
everyone you know. There will be light refreshments, too. Meet at 1 p.m. Photo at 1:30 SHARP!

International Women’s Day is just around the 
corner, and The Lake Report is proud to continue its 
tradition of celebrating the incredible women of our 
community.

Over the years, our International Women’s Day 
coverage — and especially our big group photos — 
have become some of our favourite and most mean-
ingful pages to publish. They’re a snapshot of the 
strength, diversity and spirit of women in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, and we’d love to make this year’s photo 
the biggest yet.

We’re inviting all women in town to come be part 
of it on Sunday, March 8, 2026, at Simcoe Park.

Here’s the plan:
We’ll start gathering and mingling at 1 p.m. so 

everyone has time to connect and enjoy some light 
refreshments.

The photo will be taken at 1:30 p.m. SHARP.
Please plan to arrive early to make sure you don’t 

miss out. Feel free to invite any women you know 
— moms, daughters, sisters, friends, neighbours — 
everyone is welcome.

Help us celebrate NOTL women
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Last year, the start of 
the Canada-U.S. tariff war 
ignited an era of uncertainty 
for Canada’s economy.

The nation began a pivot 
to fi nd prosperity outside 
of its relationship with its 
neighbours down south, 
which, with Prime Minister 
Mark Carney’s relationship-
building trips to India 
and China this winter, is 
continuing.

Enter, the “buy Canadian” 
movement — a major push 
by Canadian consumers, 
politicians and companies to 
direct the collective spend-
ing power of the nation 
toward Canadian goods and 
services.

Here in Niagara-on-the-
Lake, while some business 
owners say shoppers have 
taken a greater interest 
in supporting all things 
Canadian, one says there are 
factors beyond what people 
choose to buy impacting 
the success of homegrown 
products.

Tony Hendricks, who 
owns Your Independent 
Grocer in Virgil, said the 
“buy Canadian” sentiment 

is still going strong with its 
customers.

“Our customers still feel 
very passionate about buy-
ing Canadian products and 
supporting Canadian jobs,” 
he said via email.

“The Canada fl ags have 
now been incorporated into 
our electronic shelf labels. 
Sales of Canadian made and 

produced products remains 
much higher than before 
any tariff talk.”

Data from the Bank of 
Canada supports that view: 
while tracking consumer 
buying patterns can be 
diffi cult, the bank reported 
a two per cent increase in 
purchases of Canadian food 
products beginning last 

March.
The increase continued 

through the summer and 
coincided with a two per 
cent drop in purchases of 
American products.

Jamie-Lynn Jones, man-
ager of Cool as a Moose on 
Queen Street, sells Niagara-
on-the-Lake and Canada-
themed souvenirs to tour-

ists. She said the Cool as a 
Moose brand and its parent 
company, Coastal Culture, 
have always emphasized 
Canadian products.

“We’ve always been a 
really Canadian store,” 
said Jones. “We’re about 75 
per cent either designed or 
made in Canada.”

Since last March Break, 
she has seen a “huge” 
increase in Canadian cus-
tomers, particularly from 
Ontario. Many appear to be 
choosing to travel within the 
province rather than cross 
the border.

“It seemed to be a lot of 
people that wanted to some-
where within three hours of 
home,” said Jones. “But they 
were choosing to stay on 
this side of the border, than 
go to the American side.”

The Bank of Canada also 
reported a sharp shift in 
travel patterns, with 25 per 
cent fewer Canadian visits 
to the United States in 2025 
compared with 2024.

However, over at Your 
Indepdent Grocer in Old 
Town, Phil Leboudec said 
the “buy Canadian” cam-
paign hasn’t signifi cantly 
affected his store.

“I think they appreciated 
the exposure, so they could 

make informed choices,” he 
said.

Leboudec said his store 
does not track product 
origins and does not have 
data on where the products 
customers buy are made. 
Loblaw manages product 
sourcing, and his store has 
not made a deliberate shift 
to Canadian suppliers.

The global nature of sup-
ply chains, he said, means 
decisions about buying Ca-
nadian often happen beyond 
the store level.

“I’m just the end guy,” 
said Leboudec.

Still, he believes broader 
changes may be underway.

“Even a year’s not a long 
time to change supply 
chains,” said Leboudec. 
“There’s contracts that have 
to be done, there’s grow-
ing regions have to expand, 
there’s just all kinds of 
things.”

At the higher level, back 
in December, the federal 
government introduced a 
“buy Canadian” policy to 
ensure Canadian products 
and workers are prioritized 
in federal procurement deci-
sions, affecting contracts 
valued at $25 million or 
more.

daniel@niagaranow.com

Jamie-Lynn Jones, manager at Cool as a Moose in Old Town, is proud of its Canadian 
content. She said that since the “buy Canadian” movement started, she has seen more 
Canadian and international visitors to her store. DAN SMEENK

One year later, ‘buy Canadian’ sentiment remains strong
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#1 Realtor in Niagara on the Lake since 2021 *transactions and volume

$1,000,000,000 in Real Estate Sold in Niagara

NIAGARA
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND 
OPERATED

FREE HOME 
EVALUATION
CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

905.329.3484
OVER $1 
BILLION 
IN REAL 
ESTATE 
SOLD 
SINCE 
2006

TEXT OR CALL GREG TODAY @ 905.329.3484
Greg has recently LISTED/SOLD 
these beautiful homes in your area!

If you would like to know what your 
home is worth, call Greg  today for a 
Free Home Evaluation.

107 Millpond Rd  - $1,999,999 by Evan McCaughey

3 Fedorkow Lane,  Niagara on the Lake - $2,250,000

358C Martindale Rd, St. Catharines - $2,999,500

4009 Niagara Parkway, Fort Erie - $999,000 380 Nassau, Niagara on the Lake - Asking $2,500,0003 Summerhayes,  Niagara on the Lake - $930,000

12 Pinot Trail,  Niagara on the Lake - $850,000

433 Four Mile Creek Rd, Niagara on the Lake -$3,888,000

3 Blackbird St, Niagara on the Lake - $889,500

$30,0
00 ov

er as
king

over
askin

g

JUST 
LISTE

D

13 Wilberforce -  $575,000 by Evan McCaughey

by Evan McCaughey

1559 York Rd, Niagara on the Lake - $2,450,000

JUST 
LISTE

D
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Takaoka is one of the world’s 46 master sake sommeliers
he said. “Because … we 
will be the master, we need 
to know everything regard-
ing sake.”

Candidates had to demon-
strate extensive knowledge 
of sake and guest service, 
including how to introduce 
and present different variet-
ies, he said.

According to Masaki Su-
shi’s website, Takaoka has 
curated a collection of more 
than 80 sakes, one of the 
most extensive selections in 
Canada.

Before qualifying for 
the master designation, he 
earned several advanced 
certifi cations: Certifi ed Sake 
Sommelier, Certifi ed Sake 
Professional, International 
Kikisake-shi and the Wine 
and Spirit Education Trust 
Level 3 Award in sake.

Originally from Japan, 
Takaoka fi rst came to 
Canada in “2005 or 2006” 
as a high school exchange 
student in Vancouver to 
learn English. He later 
taught Japanese culture to 
students, including a class 
in Stratford that included a 
young Justin Bieber.

He later enrolled in 
Niagara College’s restau-
rant management program 

and worked for “fi ve or six 
years” in Niagara Falls, 
including at the Marriott 
Hotel.

“Most of my skills was 
working in Niagara Falls,” 
said Takaoka, who added he 
had “some skill” in Japan as 
well. He said his manage-
ment abilities grew as he 
combined European and 
North American techniques 
with what he had learned in 
Japan.

In 2017, he joined the 
group that opened Masaki 
Sushi. The restaurant serves 
a range of Japanese dishes 
and offers multiple sakes, 
including a Niagara-branded 
sake available exclusively at 
Masaki Sushi.

Takaoka said sake, made 
from fermented rice, water, 
koji mold and yeast, car-
ries a strong spiritual com-
ponent, with a tradition 
spanning more than 2,000 
years rooted in Shinto.

“We always use sake as 
holy drink,” he said. “It’s 
like the mother drink for 
Japanese people.”

While sake is widely 
consumed in Japan and som-
meliers are less in demand 
there, he said the role carries 
more signifi cance in Canada, 
where guests may be less 
familiar with the drink.

Takaoka said understand-
ing guests is central to being 
a good sommelier.

“Most important is 
through the conversation,” 
he said. “So, what type of 
family background, what 

type of cuisine do you like, 
also what type of wine do 
you like.”

Although he is the only 
master sake sommelier at 
the restaurant, Takaoka 
said Masaki Sushi relies 

on a team of sommeliers 
and staff.

“We need a team,” he 
said. “It’s really important 
for the entire restaurant.”

Takaoka will also be 
leading a sake tasting 

event called Sake Journey 
Niagara. It will be on April 
11 at the Royal Cambridge 
Banquet Hall in the Prince 
of Wales Hotel. It will take 
place from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.

daniel@niagaranow.com

Yoshi Takaoka of Masaki Sushi, pictured here with a unique bottle of Niagara sake, says Japan’s national beverage carries 
a spiritual signifi cance dating back more than 2,000 years. DAVE VAN DE LAAR
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What is this Study About?
The Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake have retained 
GEI Consultants (GEI) to update the Pollution 
Prevention Control Plan (PPCP). This update 
study will serve as an opportunity to reassess 
the Town’s sanitary sewer system’s current 
condition and ability to accommodate growth. 
The update study will develop a holistic long-term 
management plan that clearly outlines the short 
and long-term servicing strategy to manage the 
wastewater system and future growth in Niagara-
on-the-Lake expected by 2051 and beyond, while 
demonstrating to the Ministry of Environment, 
Conservation, and Parks that the system 
performance adheres to the F-5-5 requirements.

How is this Study Undertaken?
This study will be undertaken as a Master 
Planning Study satisfying Phases 1 and 2 of 
the Municipal Engineers Association Class 
Environmental Assessment process (October 2000, 
as amended in 2007, 2011, 2015, 2023 and 2024), 
which is an approved process under the Ontario 
Environmental Assessment Act. This study will 
include an evaluation of alternatives to support 
the long-term sustainability and management of 
the wastewater systems.

Virtual Presentation and Comment Period
Niagara-on-the-Lake, led by GEI, is hosting a pre-recorded virtual presentation, which will be posted from 
March 25 to April 8th, 2026, to provide details about the study and present the developed alternative solutions. 
To view the recording or presentation material and leave comments, please do so by scanning the QR code 
with your smartphone or through the following link: https://www.jointheconversationnotl.org/pollution-
prevention-control-plan 
The comment period is an opportunity to engage with the project team and provide comments on the project. 
The presentation and a copy of the presentation boards will be made available on the project website during 
and after the comment period. Any further questions and comments you may have can be submitted directly 
through the project website via the comments form.

Contact Us
Please contact the following project team members at any time during this study if you have any questions or comments, wish to be added to 
the study contact list, or to request accessible formats:

This notice was � rst issued on March 5, 2026

With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record of the 
study. The study is being conducted according to the requirements of the Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment, which is a planning process approved under Ontario’s Environmental Assessment Act.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION
POLLUTION PREVENTION CONTROL PLAN

Mike Komljenovic
Project Manager, Engineering Department
Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake
1593 Four Mile Creek Road, PO Box 100,
Virgil ON L0S 1T0
905-468-3061
Mike.Komljenovic@notl.com

Spenser Carey
Project Manager
GEI Consultants Canada Ltd
1266 South Service Rd., Unit C31
Stoney Creek, ON L8E 5R9
905-643-6688
SCarey@geiconsultants.com 
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Montessori method of dementia care at Pleasant Manor
Where love, memory 
and dignity meet

What families are saying

In a town built on neighbourly care and quiet compassion, Radiant 
Care Pleasant Manor offers something deeply human — moments 
of connection that awaken who our seniors have always been.

As a proud Montessori home, Pleasant Manor uses meaningful ac-
tivities, familiar objects and purpose-fi lled roles to gently reconnect 
people living with dementia to the world around them. 

Grounded in The Montessori Way curriculum and supported by 
staff certifi ed through DementiAbility, our team helps each resident 
rediscover confi dence, identity and joy.

We learn every life story. We honour every skill. And in these 
tender, everyday moments — folding towels, sorting familiar items, 
hearing old songs — residents often surprise their families with 
sudden sparks of recognition, pride and peace.

Montessori for dementia focuses on strengths that remain, not 
abilities lost. It reduces anxiety, nurtures independence and brings 
forward the person their family still longs to see.

Every day, we witness small miracles — quiet moments when 
dignity returns, memories fl icker back to life and love fi lls the room.

To learn more, visit radiantcare.net or call 905-468-1111.

“I hadn’t heard my mom hum in years. One afternoon at Pleas-
ant Manor, she began singing along to a song she used to love. I 
cried the whole drive home.” 

— Daughter of resident

“They see my dad as a person, not a diagnosis. When they gave 
him small workshop tasks—just like he used to do—his eyes lit up. 
It felt like having him back.” 

— Resident’s son

“Pleasant Manor gave our family hope again.” 
— Spouse of resident

Pleasant Manor residents are welcome to participate in a variety of activities that bring comfort, joy and 
promote sense of normalcy and independence in their daily lives. SUPPLIED/PLEASANT MANOR

SPONSORED

Zahraa Hmood
The Lake Report

The manager of Niagara-
on-the-Lake’s only food 
bank says she’s stepping 
down as the head of opera-
tions, with her replacement 
taking the helm effective 
immediately.

Newark Neighbours an-
nounced that Cindy Grant 
has decided to retire from 
her volunteer role as the or-
ganization’s manager, with 
Genevieve Lawrence taking 
over as interim food bank 
manager.

Grant, who’s been a vol-
unteer with Newark Neigh-
bours for about 10 years, 
says it was her personal 
decision to step down from 
her role.

“I’ve done as much as I 
wanted to, or devoted as 
much time as I needed to 
Newark Neighbours,” she 
said. “It was just time for 
new people to come in and 
take over.”

Newark Neighbours, 
which has been open since 
1971, is NOTL’s only food 
bank. It feeds residents 
dealing with food inse-
curity and also operates a 

thrift store at its location 
on Niagara Stone Road in 
Virgil.

“It’s a terrifi c group of 
volunteers, a dedicated 
group of volunteers that 
work at Newark Neigh-
bours,” Grant said. “I will 
miss them, but it was time 
for me to move on.”

Grant wears many hats 
in the community: she’s 
the current president of 
the Rotary Club of NOTL, 
leader of the NOTL Senior 
Housing Advisory Commit-
tee and the former president 
of the NOTL Horticultural 
Society.

“I need to provide some 
time to myself, give myself 
some more personal time 
and start to devote (it) to 
other groups and work in 
the community,” she said. 
“And that meant that I 
needed to give up my time 
at Newark Neighbours.”

Grant, who became the 
Rotary Club’s president in 
July, said she will serve her 
one-year term as its leader 
until the end of June. She 
stepped down as the horti-
cultural society’s president 
this past fall.

Her replacement, Law-

rence, has been a member 
of the food bank team for 
the past several years, said 
Newark Neighbours in a 
media release.

“Genevieve will do a ter-
rifi c job,” she said. “She has 
my full support.”

Newark Neighbours’ 
board chair, Nancy Jackson, 
says the organization will 
be holding elections for its 
next food manager in the 
spring, at its annual general 
meeting.

Alongside her other 

volunteer efforts, Grant 
said she’s working with the 
Nyanyas of Niagara, which 
raises funds for the Stephen 
Lewis Foundation, support 
grandmothers in Africa 
raising grandchildren or-
phaned by AIDS.

Right now, she’s focused 
on preparing for an upcom-
ing fundraiser on April 
23, which will see former 
Canadian ambassador to 
the United Nations Bob Rae 
appear as a speaker.

zahraa@niagaranow.com

After a decade of dedicated volunteer work for Newark Neighbours, including overseeing the move to its new Virgil 
location, Cindy Grant is retiring from the food bank and thrift shop to make time for her many other roles. FILE

Longtime head of Newark Neighbours food bank retires
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What:

Regarding:

Notice of Intention to Pass an Amending Zoning By-law to Remove Holding (H) Symbol
(under Section 36 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990 as amended).

File ZBA-14-2025 – Tawny Ridge Phase 2 | South of Warner Road and North of Chestnut Avenue, Niagara-on-the-Lake

What is this? 
The Zoning By-law Amendment application proposes to remove the Holding (H) symbol that applies to the subject lands (see location map) 
through site-speci� c Zoning By-law 4316FD-24, as approved by Town Council on February 6, 2024. 
The Holding (H) symbol shall only be removed upon � nal approval of a stormwater management strategy. Removal of the Holding (H) symbol 
will permit the development of Subdivision contains 20 lots for single-detached dwellings, 24 on-street townhouse dwellings, and a Block for a 
future phase of development, all accessed via Chestnut Avenue as an extension of the future public road, and Warner Road. 
The required stormwater management documents have been reviewed and approved through a separate ongoing process with the Town 
(File 26T-18-24-07).

The removal of the Holding (H) symbol will be considered at the Committee of the Whole - General Meeting on March 10, 2026, via a Sta�  
Report. The Sta�  Report will be released with the Committee of the Whole - General agenda on March 5, 2026, on the Town’s website at 
https://www.notl.com/council-government/meetings-agendas-minutes.  
Town Council may pass the required Zoning By-law Amendment to remove the Holding (H) symbol from the subject lands no earlier than the 
March 24, 2026, Council meeting. Under Section 36(3) of the Planning Act, only the applicant has appeal rights with respect to the removal of a 
Holding (H) symbol. There are no third-party rights to appeal the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment.
The opportunity to make a delegation or oral presentation on this application will be during for the Committee of the Whole - General 
meeting on March 10, 2026. If you wish to make an oral presentation or delegation, in-person or electronically, at the Committee of the Whole 
– General meeting on this matter, you must register in advance by completing the Delegation Form on the Town’s website at 
https://www.notl.com/delegation-requests. The deadline to register as a delegation on this application is Monday, March 9, 2026, at 12:00 p.m. 
If you wish to view the Committee of the Whole - General or Council meeting for information purposes, registration is not required. The 
meetings will be recorded and available for viewing on the Town’s website at 
https://www.notl.com/council-government/mayor-council/meetings-agendas-minutes.

Please contact Christopher Mazerolle, Development Coordinator, at 905-468-3266 Ext. 334 or via email at christopher.mazerolle@notl.com
if additional information is required.
A copy of the application and supporting documents for the proposal may be obtained on the Town’s website at 
https://www.notl.com/business-development/public-planning-notices or at the Planning, Building and Development Services Department 
within Town Hall (1593 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil, ON).
Dated at the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, March 5, 2026
Grant Bivol, Town Clerk

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO PASS AMENDING 
ZONING BY-LAW TO REMOVE HOLDING (H) SYMBOL
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Dan Smeenk
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The Royal Canadian Le-
gion Branch 124 in Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake presented 
awards Monday to students 
at St. Michael Catholic El-
ementary School and Royal 
Oak School for artwork and 
writing created to honour 
Remembrance Day.

Students submitted their 
work on Remembrance Day. 
A panel of three Legion 
judges — David Antscherl, 
Penny-Lynn Cookson and 
Gail Kerr — selected the 
winners. Students completed 
all artwork by hand and were 
not allowed to use computers.

Amelia Walton won fi rst 
place in the Grade 8 colour 
poster category for her 
depiction of the National 
War Memorial in Ottawa. 
She said her grandfather 
and uncle both served in the 
armed forces.

Her grandfather worked 
as a military reporter, and 
her uncle fought wildfi res in 
Los Angeles and took part 

in the procession following 
Queen Elizabeth II’s death, 
she said.

“I would say I’ve grown 
up with that stuff,” she said. 

“I’ve heard so many differ-
ent stories.”

Walton said one of her 
“dream jobs” is to work in 
forensics.

Stan Harrington, chair 
of the Legion’s youth and 
education committee, said 
judges were impressed by 
both the quality of the sub-

missions and the students’ 
reverence for veterans.

He recalled a Grade 7 
student from Royal Oak 
School suggesting a mo-

ment of silence while visit-
ing graves.

“I think we need to take a 
minute of silence,” she said.

“It got me a little choked 
up,” Harrington said.

Awards for St. Davids 
Public School will be 
presented at a later date, 
Harrington said. Crossroads 
Public School did not par-
ticipate this year.

First-place winners 
received $15, second place 
$10 and third place $5. 
First-place recipients also 
received a pin, and all win-
ners were given certifi cates.

Some fi rst-place entries 
will advance to the Legion’s 
zone competition, which 
includes submissions from 
multiple branches. Winners 
at that level may move on to 
district competitions across 
larger areas of Ontario, 
followed by a provincial 
contest and then the national 
level.

Lori Beak, a member of 
the committee, said zone 
and district competitions 
will take place over the next 
couple of months.

Royal Oak School students who placed in the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 124 art and poetry contest are recognized 
Monday by legion members for their Remembrance Day-themed entries. DAN SMEENK

Legion issues awards for art and writing to two NOTL schools
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Client: SHAW FESTIVAL Publication: The Lake Report Insertion Date: Mar 5, 2025  Size: 5.1” x 8.33”
Contact: MACKENZIE@KEYGORDON.COM  |  Key Gordon Communications

Friday March 20, 2:30pm
Jackie Maxwell Studio Theatre
10 Queen’s Parade, Niagara-on-the-Lake

The Shaw welcomes everyone to attend 
the Annual Meeting of the Shaw Festival 
Theatre, Canada at which time reports 
will be delivered by the Chair, Treasurer, 
Executive Director and Artistic Director 
for the fi scal year 2025.

Annual 
Meeting

Niagara-on-the-Lake

SHAWFEST.COM | 1-800-511-SHAW
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STANLEY CLARKE
LEGENDARY 4X GRAMMY-WINNING JAZZ BASSIST

BRAVO NIAGARA TD JAZZ SERIES

SATURDAY |  MARCH 14 |  2026 |  7:30PM

CENTRAL NIAGARA, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
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NEWS

Award-winning Lake Report photographer Dave Van de Laar captured this shot of 
a bald eagle fl ying along the Niagara River on Feb. 28. Perhaps as it soared, it was 
in a state of deep contemplation of whether or not it appreciates being a symbol 
of U.S. culture in this day and age. We imagine it decided to stay in Canada, like 
many Canadians have chosen to do over the past year. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Eagle rides the borderline
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This tiny column gives tips to help promote 
kindness in our lives and spread joy and happiness.

#65: On your next fl ight, 
buy coffee gift cards for the 
pilots and crew to show your 
appreciation for their service.

Richard Harley
Editor-in-Chief

It was an epic trip with 
some excellent people — 
and, inevitably, some jerk.

We left for Jamaica on 
Feb. 17 on an early fl ight 
— our fi rst trip without our 
three boys, Liam, Landon 
and Levi.

I had a plan: propose to 
my now-fi ancée Alanna (she 
said yes) in some sort of 
grand and romantic fashion. 
Easy, right?

Not so much.
Planning romantic ges-

tures is not exactly a male 
strong suit. For weeks I ran 
through ideas in my head. I 
could write it in the sand. I 
could do it at a fancy steak 
dinner.

Nothing felt right. Every-
thing seemed a little too 
predictable.

Then the light bulb fi nally 
went off.

Alanna’s favourite movie 
of all time is “The Wedding 
Singer,” for the scene where 
Adam Sandler serenades 
his girlfriend on an airplane 
with help from Billy Idol.

What if I did that?
The idea sounded great — 

until I realized the logisti-
cal nightmare of actually 
pulling it off. Alanna isn’t 
easy to fool. If I suddenly 
wandered off to talk to 
ground staff or the fl ight 
crew she’d immediately 
suspect something.

So I did what any shame-
less man would do: I pre-
tended I had stomach issues.

Multiple “urgent” bath-
room trips later — much to 
her chagrin — I managed to 
sneak away to the departure 
gate. The problem was, we 
were too early and no staff 
were there yet.

Eventually I tracked down 
a customer service desk, 
where they told me I’d have 
to speak directly with the 
fl ight crew.

So I waited. And waited.
Of course, we had moved 

seats closer to the gate, 
which made sneaking away 
even harder.

Finally I spotted someone 
who looked like part of the 
crew disappearing behind a 
pillar. My chance.

I jumped up like it was 
an emergency and hurried 
over, explaining my plan: I 
wanted to sing “Grow Old 
With You” from the movie 
and propose on the plane.

The woman was a ground 
crew member and said she’d 
pass the message along.

Back to my seat I went.
I didn’t see her again 

until we were boarding. She 
caught my eye, I hung back 
while Alanna continued 
ahead, and she told me the 
fl ight crew knew the plan 
and would take my guitar 
up front.

That part wasn’t suspi-
cious. I bring my small 
guitar on fl ights fairly often.

But Alanna immediately 
noticed I had fallen behind 
and asked why.

Thinking quickly, I told 
her the crew said I needed 
to check the guitar up front.

That explanation didn’t go 
over smoothly.

In true Irish fashion she 
pushed back immediately 
and said to just bring it 
to the seat. I didn’t want 
to argue too much — the 
last thing I needed was her 
fi guring everything out.

She already suspected a 
proposal might be coming. 
We had done things slightly 
out of order — baby fi rst, 
house second — so the 
next step wasn’t exactly a 
mystery.

Without realizing it, 
she was unintentionally 
sabotaging my plan at every 
turn.

At that point I still hadn’t 
spoken directly with the 
fl ight attendants and was 
starting to wonder how 
this was actually going to 
happen.

But when we boarded, 
they gave me a look.

And I knew they knew.
It’s remarkable how much 

humans can communicate 
with a simple glance.

We found our seats and, if 
you’ve seen “The Wedding 

Singer,” you’ll know it was 
absolutely imperative she 
got the window seat.

One of the attendants 
came over shortly after and 
said they needed to take the 
guitar up front. Perfect.

Alanna resisted again — 
saying we normally just put 
it in the overhead bin — but 
this time I quickly handed it 
over before she could derail 
the plan again.

During the fl ight I made a 
few more strategic “bath-
room trips” to coordinate 
with the crew. We decided 
the moment would come 
after the fi rst service.

Finally, the time arrived.
The fl ight attendants 

cleared the aisle, quietly 
moved the passenger sitting 
beside us, rushed through 
the water service — and 
then came over the intercom 
in Billy Idol fashion.

“We have a special an-
nouncement for one of our 
economy passengers in seat 
E26,” they said.

And I was off.
I walked down the aisle, 

belting out the song as 
loudly as I could over the 
roar of the engines, locking 
eyes with the woman I want 
to spend the rest of my life 
with.

Alanna hates being the 
centre of attention. But in 
that moment, she didn’t 
mind.

I told her how much I 
loved her, handed her the 
ring — and she gave the 
answer I was hoping for.

“Of course I will.”
We kissed, the entire 

plane burst into applause.
It all happened to quickly, 

and suddenly the fl ight 
didn’t seem long at all.

The crew even gave us 
a congratulatory card and 

comped our champagne.
And, selfi shly, I felt re-

lieved I wouldn’t spend the 
entire vacation nervously 
waiting for the right mo-
ment.

It was perfect.
Mostly.
Because a couple of days 

later we ran into something 
else entirely.

We met plenty of wonder-
ful people during the trip — 
everyone was excited for us 
and genuinely kind.

Then a group of rowdy 
Americans arrived.

This happened the day 
after Canada lost to the U.S. 
in Olympic hockey, so they 
started with the predictable 
chirping about the game.

We congratulated them. 
That’s what Canadians do.

But after a few drinks one 
of them decided to escalate 
things.

He loudly announced that 
Canada would be “the 52nd 
state soon anyway — along 
with Greenland.”

Joking about sports is one 
thing. Joking about invad-
ing sovereign countries is 
something else entirely.

One Canadian nearby 
spoke up.

“You know, that’s actually 
really rude and hurtful.”

And suddenly a whole 
group of Canadians — my-
self included — joined in.

We reminded them that 
the last time our countries 
went to war Canadians 
burned down the White 
House.

His friends went quiet. 
He turned red. A crowd of 
Canadians had gathered.

Eventually he apologized, 
but he didn’t speak to any of 
us again.

And honestly, that interac-
tion stuck with me. Because 
it felt like a small metaphor 
for something bigger.

When Canadians are 
polite, we’re very polite.

But when someone cross-
es a line — disrespecting 
our country, our neighbours 
or basic decency — Canadi-
ans also have a backbone.

A stronger one, in fact, 
than many people seem to 
assume.

And it reminded me of 
something important.

Kindness isn’t weakness.
But push Canadians too 

far, and you’ll fi nd out very 
quickly that politeness has 
its limits.

editor@niagaranow.com

Sky-high proposal and some jerk in Jamaica

Your newspaper guy is engaged — she said yes!
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Last issue category: COME OUT AND PLAY
Clue: “Squid Game” put a gruesome twist on this 
stop-and-go game also called Statues.
Answer: What is red light green light?
Answered fi rst by: Sue Rautenberg
Also answered correctly (in order) by: 
Susan Hamilton, Lynda Collet, Catherine Clarke,
Jim Dandy, Esther VanGorder, Wade Durling,
Donna Pearce, Marla Percy, Sheila Meloche,
Dawn Walker-Krahn, Katie Reimer
Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com, 
with your name, for a chance to win 
a $25 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week. 
(Subject line: Riddle me this)
*REMEMBER TO PUT “WHAT IS” FOR JEOPARDY 
QUESTIONS!

Love games? Join us for fun events every 
week at the Irish Harp Pub.
Details at www.theirishharppub.com

Garth Turner
Columnist

Toronto, the city not the 
sprawl, has a population of 
3.2 million and pays its top 
bureaucrat $433,981.

NOTL, the beautiful, is 
home to 19,000 people and 
pays its guy $234,000.

Ten years ago, our town 
had six people on the 
province’s ‘sunshine list’ of 
top-paid civil servants. This 
year, we have 30 employees 
listed there (the cutoff is 
$100,000 a year in salary). 
The total number of NOTL 
employees is currently 80, 
which means about 40 per 
cent are on the list.

So, is this a problem? Is 
this place over-governed and 
profl igate in its staff wages? 
Have our mayor-with-super-
powers and the other elected 
folk been too generous dol-
ing out property tax dollars?

Doug Ford thinks so. It’s 
this kind of town hall reality 
which has helped foster talk 
about amalgamation – tak-
ing all the places in Niagara 
and mooshing them together 
into one entity. One mayor. 
One council. One CAO. One 
government.

The premier says any 
union will have to come 
from the region itself, but at 
the same time he’s mocking 
126 elected politicians in 
this area (500,000 people) 
when there are only 124 
members of provincial 
parliament (for the Ontario 
population of 16.2 million). 

His comments from last 
week leave zero doubt the 
wheels are in motion for a 
forced marriage, despite all 
the grief and pushback the 
idea’s garnering.

Old-timers look around 
this place and shake their 
heads. The public school is 
gone. The high school is no 
more. The hospital closed. 
There’s no doctor you can 
walk or bike to. But we 
have hotels up the wazoo, 
more coming and a massive 
tourist-fetching theatrical 
complex ripping up the Old 
Town’s main drag.

Is it a community, still? 
Or a heritage theme park?

As we know, Queen’s 
Park has a boffo Destination 
Niagara strategy, aiming to 
turn the region into a Las 
Vegas, but without palm 
trees or Adele. In addition 
to more casinos, the Shaw’s 
Royal George mega-project 
is a big part of that (Ford is 
throwing in $35 million). 
The province’s aim is to 
double the number of tour-
ists coming to Niagara. That 
arouses the local Chamber 
of Commerce but seems 
certain to put even more 
pressure on the locals.

Having a single-tier 
government in Niagara is 
logical if the region is going 

to turn into one giant play-
ground for GTA refugees 
and all those Americans. 
Currently, there are 12 lo-
cal governments plus the 
regional one — led by a 
recent Ford appointee and 
cheerleader for amalgama-
tion, Bob Gale.

There are two models on 
the table. One big single 
city. Or four smaller ones. 
Even in that second scenar-
io, poor little erudite NOTL 
would be submerged into 
the tinsel swirl of Niagara 
Falls and the F-150 grit of 
Fort Erie. Woe would be us.

Our lord mayor has 
dumped on the idea, saying 
it would betray the his-
tory, heritage and culture 
that his recent council has 
been working to upend. It’s 
a memorable moment of 
hypocritical outrage. But 
then, he’d be out of a job 
otherwise.

For the record, turning 
us into a ‘burb of the Falls 
or the pointy part of a big 
region would likely be the 
beginning of the end of 
NOTL. For all the bad deci-
sions that have impacted us, 
this place is unique — and 
not just for having more 
gelato than Italy and horses 
with jobs.

We were the capital once. 
The Americans torched 
us. We trained Great War 
soldiers. We’ve retained 
architecture that draws mil-
lions to see. The river and 
lake and trees are stunning. 
Nowhere else in Canada 
does this reality exist.

It’s worth fi ghting for.
But if we lose, then maybe 

secede? Seems we have 
enough people already to 
run a country.

Garth Turner is a NOTL 
resident, journalist, author, 
wealth manager and former 
federal MP and minister. 

garth@garth.ca

The big threat. Did we bring it on?

This tower crane is a rare site in Old Town NOTL. 
It’s now dumping concrete into forms for a parking 
garage beneath the Parliament Oak hotel. Many fear 
amalgamation could  bring more cranes. GARTH TURNER
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In 2023 this Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate called for a global 
movement to end gender 
apartheid by the Taliban.

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style
Category: NOTABLE NAMES

Dear editor:
I enjoy Garth Turner’s 

witty though sarcastic com-
ments in The Lake Report. 
In the last issue, he rails 
against the chaos of demol-
ishing the Royal George 
(“The Turner Report: So 
much digging. So little 
telling”).

I think that with crumbling 

foundation and lack of space 
and facilities, this should 
have occurred years ago.

My concern is the exces-
sive building on Victoria 
Street for rehearsal space, 
meeting rooms and maybe 
moving costumes from 
Virgil? Could those facili-
ties not have been housed in 
the vast area of space where 

Upper Canada Lodge was?
And now that town 

council and we concerned 
citizens have staved off 
amalgamation, all I would 
have to worry about is 
lack of an X-ray facility in 
NOTL and where to buy 
ball-point pen refi lls.

Elizabeth Oliver-Malone
NOTL

Theatre teardown should’ve happened years ago
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Brian Marshall
Columnist

This week, I’d like us to 
lightly visit several items 
which have signifi cant 
ramifi cations to the Town of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Let’s begin with the 
David Secord House at 46 
Paxton Ln. — a heritage 
building of local, provin-
cial and national impor-
tance which this columnist 
outlined in the Feb. 6, 2025 
edition of The Lake Report 
(“Archi-i-text: Maj. David 
Secord’s home — when it 
doesn’t work”).

In the latter half of last 
year, Hummel Properties 
came forward with a pro-
posal to save this historic 
property that had been tied 
up for years in negotiation 
with the developer who 
owned the property and 
associated lands.

This overture was widely 
applauded by the residents 
of St. Davids and many 
heritage invested citizens 

across NOTL.
On multiple occasions, 

Hummel represented that 
they would weather-in the 
Secord building — spe-
cifi cally rebuilding the 
roof, which they stated was 
critical to preserve it from 
further deterioration during 
the winter.

Unfortunately, a visit to 
the top of Paxton Lane this 
winter seems to make it 
clear that we got diddly-
squat — not even the very 
cheap address of tarping the 
building as a temporary ad-
dress to winter protection.

Now, the proponent may 
wish to claim that the town’s 
slow approval processes 
(relative only to the pro-
posed subdivision) stymied 
the original timeline for re-
construction, but that excuse 
doesn’t preclude something 
like tarping — an action 
that would have shown com-
mitment toward preserving 
the historic structure.

Which leaves us to won-
der: is the Secord House 
simply a sacrifi cial pawn in 
the game?

Moving on to other news, 
the legal challenge launched 
by NOTL resident and 
ethical developer, Nicholas 
Colaneri — alleging the 
town failed to follow proper 
planning and heritage rules 
with respect to the Shaw 
Festival’s applications 
around the Royal George 

— came before the court on 
Feb. 26.

While no decision was 
rendered, apparently the 
justice concluded there was 
legal merit to the challenge, 
pushing the hearing forward 
to a future date (antici-
pated to be within a month) 
and granted a four-week 
continuance of the stay on 
the property vis-à-vis the 
theatre and ticket offi ce.

Of course, should the 
hearing not occur within 
the next four weeks, another 
continuance of the stay 
will be in order, pending 
said hearing and the court’s 
subsequent decision on the 
matter.

Apparently, while the 
Shaw Festival can fl ex its 

muscle to infl uence the 
town’s decision-making 
process, the judicial system 
moves to its own priorities 
and schedule.

We’ll continue to watch as 
the matter unfolds.

Shifting now to the re-
gion, in last week’s meeting 
a majority of members of 
council (with the notable 
exceptions of members from 
St. Catharines, Niagara 
Falls and Welland — all of 
whom would see their po-
litical reach expand signifi -
cantly after amalgamation) 
voted in favour of placing 
some controls around Ford’s 
appointed chair, Bob Gale, 
and his autocratic move 
towards ramming the amal-
gamation agenda down the 

throats of Niagara voters.
Specifi cally, the council 

directed Gale “to refrain 
from any further action and 
utilization of any further 
regional resources or staff 
time ... in connection with a 
review of regional gover-
nance or municipal amalga-
mation.”

Further, they voted to ini-
tiate a review of the regional 
government operations to 
identify and address dupli-
cation and ineffi ciencies 
based on hard data, fi nan-
cial analysis while soliciting 
public input.

It’s interesting that this 
vote came hot on the heels 
of Ford’s statements regard-
ing amalgamation stating, 
“If it’s going to go, then it 
has to be from Niagara by 
Niagara. It has to have the 
approvals from the major-
ity of mayors, it has to have 
approval for the majority 
of elected offi cials,” and 
continued by suggesting that 
“hopefully 70 to 80 per cent 
of the population agree” 
making the implication 
that the public should be 
consulted and their opinions 
would have weight.

That’s an interesting 
stance from someone who 
has historically pushed for 
amalgamation, but then 
again, Ford apparently has 
never seen the research 
which unequivocally shows 
there is no fi nancial benefi t 

to doing so (saying “I’ve 
never seen that” in response 
to a question regarding such 
last Wednesday).

That said, Gale seems to 
have taken a page directly 
from the premier’s playbook 
because he didn’t have any 
facts or data to support his 
position either.

Thank God for Fort Erie 
Mayor Wayne Redekop and 
the majority of council-
lors who voted in favour 
of simple things, like facts, 
data and proper fi nancial 
analysis.

Hopefully, logic will 
continue to prevail and the 
governance review will 
be conducted by a profes-
sional fi rm with a long track 
record of specializing in 
auditing organizations with 
the intent of re-engineering 
to achieve effi ciencies and 
higher levels of perfor-
mance.

Goodness knows, in its 
current form, the regional 
government seems to be a 
bottomless hole into which 
taxpayers continually pour 
money and receive few 
practical benefi ts from hav-
ing done so.

Think of the proposed 
roundabout in St. Davids as 
an example ... just sayin’.

Brian Marshall is a 
NOTL realtor, author and 
expert consultant on archi-
tectural design, restoration 
and heritage.

Secord House, the Shaw and the struggle for Niagara’s future

Brian Marshall says the David Secord House could have 
been better protected over the winter with tarping.
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Another show-stopper from Niagara’s young thespians

Ross Robinson
Columnist

It was the perfect way to 
turn down the temperature 
in Niagara. To soften the 
disrespect, and sometimes 
lack of civility, which seem 
to be present in our self 
centred and amalgamated 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. Don’t 
forget, we used to be several 
smaller towns. So was St. 
Catharines. And not that 
long ago.

Let’s all take a deep 
breath.

I read and I eavesdrop, but 
I don’t participate in social 
media. So, my worldview 
is somewhat narrow. By 
choice, and by default.

A group of friends drove 
20 minutes to Laura Secord 
Secondary School in St. 
Catharines to enjoy “Les 
Miserables” last Saturday 

evening. For a total change 
of pace.

As a parent of two former 
Secord students, who 
between them performed 
in four great Secord 
musicals, last Saturday 
evening was certainly a trip 
down memory lane. The 
sometimes misunderstood 
high school students were 
waiting for us, after many 
months of rehearsing and 
working with director and 
drama teacher Chris Baker.

As well as the principal 
performers, actors and 
ensemble, so many other 
students and staff members 
are part of these musical 
triumphs every second year. 
It would be unfair to name 
any of them, but let me take 
a brief stab:

The creative team, the 
student crews for costumes, 
hair, makeup, backstage, 
sound and spotlights, front 
of house, videography. the 
set, including stage design 
and props, and the set 
construction crew.

This is the 60th year of 
Secord musicals, so about 30 
different shows have been 
staged. Chapeaux, hats off, 
and the biggest of big bravos 
to everyone who has been 
involved over the years.

Thousands of people, 
and even more thousands 
of parents and siblings, are 
proud members of “the 
Secord musical family.”

Big bucks had been spent 
this year for the rights to 
present the “school edition” 
of “Les Miserables.” Just 
imagine the complex 
legalities and hoops.

On the cover of the 
impressive playbill, it was 
noted that the school edition 
was specially adapted and 
licensed by Music Theatre 
International and Cameron 
Mackintosh (Overseas) 
Limited. Had a dreaded 
tariff been paid?

But I digress. Let me get 
back to rambling about “Les 
Miserables” last weekend at 

Secord. Sharp and eclectic, 
if that’s the right word, 
students were on the job, 
welcoming us and getting 
everyone to their seats for a 
sold out show. Professional 
pictures of the cast by 
Secord alum Robert Nowell 
in the lobby. Exciting.

An amazing number 
of Secord staff members 
were helping out. 
Enthusiastically, and 
proud to be a part of the 
Secord musical again this 
year. May I ask, how does 
a relatively small high 
school, in a relatively small 
city, do it every second 
year? The talent, all the 
other components. This is a 
major league triumph.

The musical version of 

“Les Miserables,” based on 
the novel by Victor Hugo, 
has been around a long 
time. Since 1985. Many 
of us have seen it. Often 
numerous times.

How would Secord do 
with the school edition? In a 
word, they did great.

Jean Valjean, Inspector 
Javert, Fantine, Eponine, 
Cosette and the other 
principals. The ensemble. 
Everyone involved with 
this year’s Secord musical. 
The acting, the voices, the 
choreography, the technical 
aspects.

And a special shout out 
for the costumes! Over 
thirty actors, many with 
multiple costumes.

I am in no way qualifi ed 

to comment on anything 
theatrical. At the same time, 
I have some background in 
show business, so let me 
summarize. Secord musicals 
are always great. And the 
tradition continues.

“Les Miserables,” school 
edition, will thrill and 
inspire you. We can all 
benefi t from an evening like 
this.

Thank you, Ms. K. Sacco, 
Principal at Laura Secord 
Secondary School. And 
yes, Mr. Baker, we hear the 
people sing.

The show runs until 
Sunday, March 8, closing 
with a 2 p.m. matinee. Do 
yourselves a favour and 
check it out..

rossrocket9@gmail.com

Ross Robinson writes that the student actors in Laura Secord’s production of “Les Miserables” were excellent.
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OPINION

Keith McNenly
Special to The Lake Report

Once again, Premier 
Doug Ford bemoans the 
number of politicians in 
Niagara and has a simplistic 
solution to the perceived 
problem: get rid of the 
towns and cities.  

Small-town politics, 
though, is different from his 
personal political experi-
ence and I don’t think the 
premier gets the extent of 
the difference.  

Local government exists 
as the smallest expression 
of democracy available to 
citizens in a free society. 
Local citizens can be a hin-
drance to the aspirations of 
developers and the brand of 
politics that feeds their cof-
fers, and so there is confl ict. 

Southern Ontario is one 
of the most acute examples 
of the successes and failures 
of unfettered growth. In a 
microcosm, Niagara-on-the-
Lake is a study in the never 
ending confl ict between 
citizens and developers.

The ultimate form of 
the ensuing compromise 
between homeowners 
interests; heritage and 
environmental preservation, 
resource protection, versus 
the interests of developers, 

depends upon the political 
colours of the fl ag currently 
unfurled over Queen’s Park. 
Conservative governments 
are generally pro-devel-
opment and facilitators of 
developers projects.  

Most developers would 
prefer a comfy sofa instead 
of the hot seat in a local 
council chamber, facing 
the actual people who have 
been volunteered to live be-
side their latest enterprise. 
That’s actually a good thing. 
Sending out bulldozers 
should never be easy.  

The problem is the mind-
set. Citizens are not the 
enemy. If citizens are the 
enemy, then democracy is 
the enemy, because citizens 
are the true and only repre-
sentation of democracy. 

More than 50 years ago, I 
became chief administrative 
offi cer in a small municipal-
ity on the opposite side of 
Lake Ontario, similar in 
many ways to NOTL; rural 
in nature with a citizenry 
that had a perspective on 
the importance of their lo-
cal community within the 
larger picture.

You can’t truly appreci-
ate and advocate for a place 
so much as the folks who 
actually live there. Diluting 
their voice is effective for 
development at the detri-
ment stewardship.  

Niagara-on-the-Lake and 
its unique future potential 
was not on our communities 
radar. The equally impor-
tant nature of my former 
community, called the Town 
of Mono, was just as far 

from the mind of NOT-
Lers. At the time, we knew 
NOTL as a place that grew 
Concord grapes for juice, 
peaches and cherries.  

If the NOTL countryside 
had given way to subdivi-
sions like Mississauga did, 
also a prime agricultural 
region, the evolution to vi-
niferous grapes and the now 
nationally important wine 
region might never have 
happened.

The unique soils of a 
prehistoric massive lake 
and a climate regulated 
by the surrounding Great 
Lakes make this commu-
nity unique. Additionally, 
our historic nation-building 
heritage is unparalleled in 
Canada.  

My former community 
had none of these charac-
teristics, but has its own 
unique importance to the 
fabric of southern Ontario.  

Mono is the headwaters 
of four major river systems 
feeding lakes Ontario 
and Erie to the south and 
Georgian Bay/Lake Huron 
to the north and west. That 

community defl ected the 
proliferation of rural subdi-
vision development, instead 
championing environmental 
preservation. It held nation-
al-level conferences about 
fresh water and started a 
new tourism region called 
Headwaters Country to 
help spread awareness and 
consolidate the sustainabil-
ity ethic.  

Just like in NOTL, it fell 
upon the locals to recognize 
the special importance of 
their community, to advo-
cate for preservation of its 
natural and built heritage, 
and to vigorously take on 
its stewardship; in short, to 
resist shortsighted develop-
ment proposals, which it 
successfully did. 

My reason for telling you 
about this is to illustrate 
that the two communi-
ties, separated by a couple 
hundred kilometres, are 
more alike than different in 
that it was the local inhabit-
ants who recognized the 
underlying value of their 
environment and the need 
to preserve it for the future.

Unspoiled clean clear 
water from the protected 
streams and aquifers of 
Mono feed into the Niagara 
River that fl ows alongside 
our entire community. 

Premier Ford extols a 
repetitive mantra about the 
need to reduce the number 
of local politicians. I agree, 
in part.

There is no need to have 
nine members of local 
council and I would suggest 
that as few as fi ve could 
adequately represent our 
community, so let’s talk 
about a change. Having one 
or two representatives on a 
“Niagara City” council is a 
less desirable solution.  

Our fi ve-person council 
north of Toronto consisted 
of an assortment of farmers 
and other community mem-
bers. They are what Premier 
Ford calls “politicians.” In 
the thankless job on local 
council, with meagre com-
pensation, they were really 
citizen volunteers.

Here is an anecdote to 
illustrate.  

A troop of offi cials in 
Queen’s Park arranged to 
meet the head of council 
and CAO to advise us of a 
drastically new zoning bu-
reaucracy called the Niagara 
Escarpment Commission.

On the morning of the 
meeting, the reeve (now 
called mayor) called the 
town offi ce saying he had to 
skip the meeting because he 
had a cow that was having 
trouble birthing and she 
needed his help. This was 
before cell phones, so his 

absence couldn’t be con-
veyed to the visitors until 
they arrived.  

I asked him if he has any 
specifi c message for the 
dozen provincial directors 
and staff about to arrive, 
and he said to just “tell 
them that I have a cow hav-
ing trouble giving birth, and 
she needs my help, so I’ll 
have to miss the meeting.”

The meeting took place 
and it was then left to us to 
fi gure out where to put the 
half-dozen new fi le cabinets 
we would need for the latest 
provincial incursion into 
local government.  

Democracy, and especial-
ly democracy at the closest 
and most local level, is com-
munity members represent-
ing community members. 
These men and women 
aren’t “politicians” of the ilk 
perceived by Premier Ford, 
with offi ces in glass palaces 
and numerous staff.

They are, for the most 
part, just neighbours work-
ing from kitchen tables, 
wanting to give back to their 
community — when we 
make the wrong choices, we 
get to have a do-over in four 
years. 

A lot of snow has been 
scraped off the roads since 
that meeting. More im-
portantly, I can report that 
mother-cow and calf had a 
successful delivery — that’s 
local politics, too.

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
resident Keith McNenly was 
the chief administrator of 
the Town of Mono for 41 
years.

Keith McNenly, former CAO of the Town of Mono, says 
there are a lot of similarities between it and NOTL.

A tale of two towns: What local government means to democracy

Dear editor:
The conversation around 

amalgamation deserves hon-
est language. What is being 
proposed under the four-city 
model is not governance re-
form — it is the redistribu-
tion of a well-run commu-
nity’s resources to subsidize 
the failures of another.

Niagara-on-the-Lake is 
one of the most fi scally 
disciplined municipalities 
in the region. We run lean, 
maintain our infrastructure 
and manage our budget 
responsibly. Niagara Falls, 
by its own mayor’s admis-
sion, carries a $110-mil-
lion infrastructure defi cit 
and water and wastewater 

systems that are 50 per cent 
poor or failing.

Merging these two reali-
ties doesn’t fi x anything. It 
forces NOTL taxpayers to 
absorb costs they had no 
part in creating, governed 
by a council where our 
19,000 residents would be 
permanently outvoted by 
Niagara Falls’ 100,000.

The dysfunction that 
regional chair Gale has 
rightly identifi ed, red tape, 
duplication, ballooning 
tax increases, originates at 
the regional tier, not at our 
town hall. Amalgamating 
lower-tier municipalities 
does not solve regional-level 
problems. It punishes the 

communities that have been 
doing things right.

Any government that 
values fi scal responsibil-
ity should reward good 
management, not penalize 
it. Any government that 
believes in local autonomy 
should trust communities 
closest to the ground. Any 
government that champi-
ons accountability should 
strengthen representa-
tion, not dilute it. Forced 
amalgamation moves in the 
opposite direction on all 
counts.

NOTL’s identity is not 
sentimental, it is economic. 
Our heritage district, wine 
country, agricultural lands 

and the Shaw Festival 
generate signifi cant tourism 
revenue precisely because 
local leaders have had the 
authority to protect them. 
Under an amalgamated 
council dominated by Ni-
agara Falls’ priorities, those 
assets face development 
pressures from interests that 
do not share ours.

Residents should look 
beyond the promise of a 
simple democratic major-
ity and recognize what 
this truly represents: the 
dilution of NOTL’s small 
population into a Niagara 
Falls municipality that 
has its own signifi cant 
problems and is effectively 

looking to solve them by 
absorbing ours.

Niagara-on-the-Lake is 
not the problem. We should 

not be asked to pay as 
though we are.

Matthew Lush
NOTL

Matthew Lush writes that amalgamation isn’t a cost saving 
tool, it’s a money redistribution tool that could harm small 
communities like Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

Amalgamation is redistribution, not reform
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OPINION

Richard Connelly
Special to The Lake Report

We lived in West Car-
leton Township, a rural 
municipality on the west 
side of the City of Ottawa 
adjacent to Kanata. There 
were several small towns 
in our township, including 
Carp, Dunrobin, Kinburn, 
Constance Bay and many 
clustered areas of residential 
development along the Ot-
tawa River and in the hills 
around Carp.

The City of Ottawa was 
poorly run for decades and 
was incapable of the man-
agement of their infrastruc-
ture. Roads, sewers, sewage 
treatment, water treatment 
and supply, storm water 
system management, storm 
sewers and general lack of 
maintenance of services 
in the city were numer-
ous issues that led to local 
increased taxation and 
refl ected their inability to 
comprehensively maintain 
infrastructure.

Combined sewers (sani-
tary combined with storm 
rainfall) are still in op-
eration in the core, causing 
overloading of many of the 
sewage treatment facilities. 
The City of Ottawa was in 

dire need of new sources 
of income through taxation 
and development charges.

Amalgamation affected 
many of the smaller and 
rural municipalities, caus-
ing a signifi cant increase in 
residential and commercial 
taxes. The rural areas lost 
all contact with their elect-
ed offi cials. West Carleton 
Township had approxi-
mately 10 elected members 

of our original council. The 
revised organization left us 
with one elected offi cial.

Our ability to infl u-
ence the operations in our 
municipality was reduced to 
almost zero. Our well-run 
municipality lost all control 
of our well managed infra-
structure and our reserve 
funds. 

The city initiated amal-
gamation for all of the 

municipalities in the greater 
Ottawa area. The process 
took three years, and more 
than $3 million, accord-
ing to Albert Bowers, the 
former reeve of Osgoode 
Township, was spent on the 
integration process. The 
well-run municipalities with 
reserve funds suffered under 
the new government.

The city benefi tted from 
the assumption of the 
reserve funds, and the local 
municipalities suffered 
from the signifi cant existing 
debt of the City of Ottawa. 
Ottawa was notorious for 
carrying a huge debt and the 
poor state of their infra-
structure.  

I was recently working for 
a land development client on 
a residential subdivision ad-
jacent to Almonte, Ont. The 
City of Ottawa had spread 
to within about a 10-minute 
drive from the edge of the 
town of Almonte.

The local advantage of 
the home builders was the 
cost of building permits. 
In Almonte, permits were 
$20,000 less than in the 
City of Ottawa. Almonte 
was a bedroom community 
with lower taxes and lower 
infrastructure costs.

The amalgamated City 

of Ottawa had many capital 
works projects while we 
lived in Manotick (in 
the former Township of 
Rideau).  The history of the 
capital works projects, with 
few exceptions, was signifi -
cant overruns of construc-
tion budgets, work not being 
completed on time, regular 
replacement of contractors 
and major disruption to 
communities.

The current and mostly 
inoperable transit system 
is another typical major 
project that is well over 
budget and years of past due 
on completion. The manage-
ment of this project by Ot-
tawa is a complete disaster.

In our last two years in 
Manotick, and to show how 
desperate Ottawa was for 
new sources of income, the 
City of Ottawa had circu-
lated letters to rural home-
owners (who rely on private 
water and sewage systems) 
indicating the intent to place 
meters on private wells with 
monthly service charges for 
water to be paid to the city.

The rural owners success-
fully objected to this illogi-
cal tax, but the next round 
was an intended tariff for 
storm water management. 

No one really understood 

this new tax. The scenario 
was if you had a ditch or 
drainage system in front of 
your home, that tariff would 
be charged for that service. 

There were no local signs 
of additional maintenance 
work in Manotick provided 
by the city. The tariff was 
applied and has been issued 
for several years. This was 
somewhat like the tariff 
situation with the U.S. — 
no benefi t and a higher cost 
of living.

There will be no advan-
tage for amalgamation 
within adjacent munici-
palities to NOTL. We have 
a special place on this earth 
and we need to focus on 
maintaining and protecting 
our unique community.

Amalgamation with local 
adjacent municipalities 
with failing infrastructure 
will result in higher cost of 
living, more taxes and less 
service.

That is clearly evident 
from the example of the 
City of Ottawa and the 
severe impact on the rural 
residents in the Ottawa area.

Richard Connelly is 
a Niagara-on-the-Lake 
resident and the past owner 
of an engineering fi rm in 
Ottawa.

Richard Connelly writes that amalgamation has a history of 
silencing the voices of smaller communities that inevitably 
end up with less representation. MIDJOURNEY

Take it from me, amalgamation has no advantages

Dear editor:
A lot of people are very 

upset with the undemocratic 
amalgamation proposal.

An analysis of the situ-
ation seems to leave little 
choice for Bob Gale and 
the provincial government, 
but to move towards trim-
ming government expenses 
through amalgamation, 
capitalizing on Niagara 
Region’s competitive advan-
tages to generate additional 
revenue streams, expedit-
ing the required decision-
making (by eliminating 
the negotiations for votes 
between regional council-
lors for goods and services 
in their geographical area) 
by moving the processes of 
economic expansion faster, 
and to create a more demo-
cratic rule of government.

It’s about government run-
ning more like an effi cient 
business and being fi scally 
prudent, not the mainte-
nance of excessive govern-
mental oversight.

The region needs $2.7 bil-
lion to fund an infrastruc-
ture that has deteriorated 
to the point where it has 
exceeded or will be close to 
exceeding its useful life.

Real estate developments, 
both residential and com-
mercial, have increased the 

population base and made 
the existing infrastructure 
obsolete. Councils over the 
years have been pushing 
core infrastructure costs 
into the future — their bad.

It’s acknowledged that the 
property taxes required to 
fund the infrastructure short-
falls are on an unsustain-
able upward trajectory. Are 
we prepared to absorb the 
increases in property taxes?

There has been revenue 
generated over the years 
from the real estate devel-
opments. These revenue 
sources appear to be signifi -
cantly inadequate, leaving 
municipalities in a situation 
where they have to approve 
more real estate develop-
ments to keep up with their 
infrastructure requirements 
— much like an approval 
treadmill that eventually re-
sults in fi nancial exhaustion. 

Real estate developers 
have become wealthy, leav-
ing taxpayers with an infra-
structure liability that has to 
be primarily paid from our 
property taxes. 

And then there is the for-
giveness of a nearly $1-mil-
lion fee for the Parliament 
Oak hotel, or the estimated 
$10 million for the unwant-
ed and really unnecessary 
St. Davids roundabout that 

could be routed to more 
urgent needs.

It’s been touted that amal-
gamation would reduce the 
costs of running the Niagara 
Region by an estimated 
$250 million over 10 years.

We do know that the 
existing governing structure 
is bloated. There are 126 
municipally elected offi cials 
in the Niagara Region, more 
than the number of mem-
bers of provincial parlia-
ment in the entire province. 

Organizational restruc-
turing needs to occur to 
streamline operational 
functionality and hopefully 
optimize costs. In 2024, the 
City of Niagara Falls had 161 
employees on the Ontario 
Sunshine List (salaries over 
$100,000), while Niagara-
on-the-Lake had 29 people.

The NOTL chief admin-
istrative offi cer earns well 
over $200,000. There are 13 
chief administrative offi cers 
in the region. These two 
municipalities are only a 
portion of the total 12 dis-
tinct local municipalities in 
Niagara Region. There are 
effi ciencies to be had.

The Fraser Institute study 
is cited as evidence that 
amalgamation doesn’t work, 
but that study is antiquated, 
the municipalities reviewed 

have non-comparable attri-
butes, and we are assuming 
that the government hasn’t 
learned from previous gov-
ernmental stumbles. These 
municipalities didn’t seem 
to have a multi billion-dol-
lar infrastructure problem.

Amalgamation, I believe, 
is a component of a broader 
provincial economic stra-
tegic plan that recognizes 
the Niagara region and the 
provincial government are 
underutilizing the revenue 
generating capacity of Ni-
agara Region.

While I have no specifi c 
insight, it is conceivable that 
the 1,000 acres located 
on the closed Marineland 
property could be purchased 
by the province/investors for 
development as part of the 
establishment of an alterna-
tive destination to Las Vegas.

Caesars in Vegas utilizes 
83 acres, which means that 
potentially 10 casinos could 
be built on that site. The Ve-
netian in Vegas, for example 
employs roughly 8,500 
individuals and has roughly 
7,000 suites.

Part of the Marineland 
property could also be allo-
cated for much-needed afford-
able housing to accommodate 
not only casino employees but 
others in the area that require 

affordable housing.
Just one casino would 

generate signifi cant positive 
economic multiplier effects: 
increased demand for local 
housing and the correlated 
need for local builders to 
build them, transportation 
in the form of potentially 
increased local car sales/
leases, incremental personal 
and business tax increases 
from the new casino attrib-
utable to the regional/pro-
vincial/federal governments, 
increased tourism which, 
in turn, would increase 
local businesses’ ability to 
generate more profi ts, and 
possibly a new international 
airport for international 
and/or domestic travellers.

Rather than Canadians 
going to Vegas, they would 
come to Niagara. This is 
going to pay for the infra-
structure shortfalls, and it 
needs to be done quickly 
in an effi cient consolidated 
governmental structure.

A lot of people have cited 
the lack of democracy in 
Mr. Gale’s approach and are 
revolting at having the pro-
vincial government’s ability 
to consolidate without pub-
lic/political consultation. 

In a democracy, each per-
son has a vote and is equally 
represented. At regional 

council meetings, each 
representative (i.e. each 12 
mayors, each 18 regional 
councillors, and the regional 
chair) has an equal vote.

However, for example, Fort 
Erie and St. Catharines have 
different populations — how 
can they each have an equal 
vote when their voter bases 
are so vastly different? 

Where’s the representation 
by population democratic 
ideal? It’s not democratic. 
The entire Niagara regional 
government could be elected 
in a separate simplifi ed 
electoral process by all the 
voters of Niagara Region.

If there are fears of losing 
the historical character of 
NOTL (which many people 
believe is happening under 
the existing mayor’s/coun-
cil’s tenure anyway), then 
negotiate with the province 
for its preservation in the 
amalgamation process. Take 
a more constructive consul-
tative approach to alleviate 
the potential adverse effects 
of amalgamation.

Amalgamation should 
happen.

How will we be repre-
sented and who will it be 
in the upcoming Oct. 26 
municipal elections?

Gienek Ksiazkiewicz
St. Davids

We need amalgamation to deal with infrastructure shortfalls
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OPINION

David Israelson
Special to The Lake Report

Would amalgamation be 
good for Niagara-on-the-
Lake or would it be awful? 
There’s probably a good 
answer to this, but we’re 
not likely to fi nd out from 
the troublesome and noisy 
debate triggered by Ni-
agara’s regional chair, who 
was appointed, not elected, 
to his position.

Bob Gale has been 
rightly slapped down by his 
own fellow regional council 
members, after he wrote to 
the provincial government 
and 12 regional mayors 
calling for a top-down 
reassessment of whether 
Niagara-on-the-Lake and 
Niagara’s other towns and 
cities should continue to 
exist.

He said he was “deeply 
contemplating” smashing 
Niagara into one or four 
larger cities, which would 
certainly mean the offi -

cial end of Canada’s most 
beautiful town.

Who asked him? Cer-
tainly not our own Lord 
Mayor Gary Zalepa or our 
council — both have spoken 
out loudly, and for a change, 
unequivocally, against the 
idea. The regional council 
has spoken, too, passing a 
motion calling on Gale to 
cease and desist and to not 
use taxpayer-funded staff 
time for his thinly disguised 
amalgamation campaign.

Regional council also 
voted sensibly to conduct its 
own review of local govern-
ment services, seeking to 
determine whether there are 
areas where there is duplica-
tion or ineffi ciency.

Going through actual 
facts rather than “contem-
plation” may determine 
that amalgamation would 
be terrible for our town and 
others in the region. But it 
may also fi nd areas that can 
be improved or streamlined, 
without destroying small-
town life.

To be fair, amalgamation 
may be bad for us, but it is 
not always an objectively 
bad idea. For example, New 
York City amalgamated 
successfully in 1898.

It’s fashionable also to 
think that amalgamation is 

simply a blunt instrument 
deployed by bossy senior 
governments, like Premier 
Doug Ford’s, which has 
obliterated a wide swath of 
Ontario’s planning, conser-
vation and environmental 
laws.

But this is not always so; 
in the 1980s, the uber-
bossy former British prime 
minister Margaret Thatcher 
wiped out the Greater 
London Council, leaving 
smaller local councils intact 

(London-wide government 
was later restored).

It makes sense, therefore, 
for us in Niagara to look at 
whether there are situations 
where residents are need-
lessly paying taxes or have 
to seek approvals from two 
governments instead of one.

But it should be made 
clear to whoever is tasked 
with reviewing this that 
this does not necessarily 
mean considering amalga-
mation. If you sometimes 

buy milk from the super-
market and sometimes 
from the convenience 
store, it does not mean that 
one or the other should be 
shut down.

Bob Lehman, a highly 
respected urban planner 
whose work includes assist-
ing the Niagara Foundation, 
points out that there are 
some things that a regional 
government can do well, 
while others are best left in 
local hands.

“Since land use decisions 
are all close to home and 
they impact peoples’ daily 
lives, they should be made 
by a local authority,” he says.

He added in an email that 
in fact, this is one reason 
that the province actu-
ally took away planning 
authority from all regional 
governments.

“Putting it back there 
does not make sense [which 
could happen under amal-
gamation],” he said. In fact, 
it might be better for NOTL 
if planning was even more 
local than it is now, with a 
separate planning author-
ity just for our historic Old 
Town.

At the same time, there 
are services, such as polic-
ing and perhaps also water 
and sewers that could be 
handled on a regional basis. 
This is why we set up bod-
ies such as police service 
boards or utility commis-
sions.

By all means, let’s look 
at what kind of government 
works best for our town and 
region. But let’s put seat-
of-the-pants amalgamation 
contemplation to rest.

David Israelson is a 
writer and non-practising 
lawyer who lives in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.

David Israelson argues that land-use decisions should remain in the hands of local 
governments — which was the province’s stated objective when it transferred that 
authority away from the region in the fi rst place. While he acknowledges there may be 
opportunities to reduce duplication, he says doing so requires careful consideration, 
proper study and a thorough process of gathering information.

Let’s end amalgamation contemplation and look at facts
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Dear editor:
Unfortunately, too many 

politicians mistake anec-
dotes, talking points and 
simple conclusions with-
out providing any factual 
backup as expressing an 
argument. Luckily, regional 
council has decided to 
require an evidence-based 
approach to the amalgama-
tion question.

What Regional Chair 
Bob Gale fails to recognize 
is that, from a taxation 
standpoint, Niagara Region 
generally operates as an 

amalgamated entity.  In 
looking at my 2025 mu-
nicipal tax bill, 63 per cent 
went to the operations of 
the region and 12.5 per cent 
went to the regional educa-
tional levy. The remaining 
24.5 per cent went to the 
operations of the Town of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Is he arguing that if 
the town operations were 
absorbed into the regional 
budget that there would 
be cost savings on the 
services provided to the 
residents of NOTL?

He and the premier keep 
harping on the overall 
number of local and regional 
politicians in Niagara. Surely 
it is up to the residents of 
NOTL to decide whether 
the number of local council-
lors is excessive since their 
remuneration comes from the 
town’s portion of the tax bill.

As well, the mayor of 
Niagara Falls has come 
out in support of the four 
municipality solution to 
governance. Is this because 
he anticipates that NOTL’s 
huge tax base could be 

looked to shore up the 
fi nances of Niagara Falls? 
Would he be as gung ho 
if NOTL was joined to St. 
Catharines, both being enti-
ties below the escarpment?

Although I don’t believe the 
residents of NOTL get value 
for money through our present 
form of regional government, 
the present mix provides a 
middle position that respects 
the differences that the vari-
ous municipalities making up 
the region now enjoy.

Ron Fritz
Queenston

Let the residents decide if we have too many councillors

Dear editor:
As we fast approach the 

municipal election cycle, 
expect our elected offi cials 
to dust off their tired, old, 
scripted and repetitive 
stump speeches. Political 
puffery on steroids.

Over the years, my favourite 
election oxymoron has been: 

“honest politician.” My newest 
saying has been the subject of 
much debate and frustration 
within our community during 
multiple councils — too many 
to remember.

No doubt their redundant 
cliche will be reiterated by 
every candidate using the 
same old hackeyned buzz-

words when running for of-
fi ce — namely: “If elected, 
I will govern ethically and 
with utmost transparency.” 
The oxymoron is: “political 
transparency.”

Have we all not experi-
enced over the years the 
complete lack of transpar-
ency? For example and most 

recently, Garth Turner’s 
attempt to get the new Shaw 
theatre trucking sched-
ule, and our Chautauqua 
residents blindsided by the 
beach property sale consid-
erations — nothing changes.

Samuel A. Young
NOTL

Dear editor:
I read with dismay that 

pickleball is once again 
prohibited due to noise 
complaints (“Noise issues 

sideline pickleball again,” 
Feb. 26). Sound barriers 
failed to resolve the issue.

A quick search on Ama-
zon found quiet pickleballs 

that act in the same manner 
as the loud plastic ones, and 
quiet paddles as well.

Would this not allow 
players to enjoy the wonder-

ful courts and placate the 
offended residents?

It may be that simple.
Vic Klassen

St. Catharines

The oxymoron of political transparency

Quiet pickleball equipment could offer a solution

Advertising inquiries?
 Email advertising@niagaranow.com 
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Last issue’s answers
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Crossword Puzzle

Across
1. Gazes fi xedly (6)
5. Chair (8)
9. Preliminary test (5,3)
10. Person of no infl uence (6)
11. Inability to sleep (8)
12. Soak up (6)
16. Easter bloom (4)
18. Young horses (5)
22. Audacious person (5)
23. Bicoloured (3-4)
24. Cry of approval (5)
25. Inward feeling (5)
28. Augury (4)
32. Species of goose (6)
35. Repair (8)
36. Intrude upon (6)
37. Septic (8)
38. Tavern (8)
39. Hair curler (6)
Down
2. Capital of Ontario (7)
3. Computer information (4-3)
4. Beach (6)
5. Instruction book (6)
6. Tooth-related (6)
7. Garments (5)
8. Elizabeth I was the last (5)
13. Computer memory units (5)
14. Periodical (5)
15. Dumb vessel (5)
17. Actor-singer --- Novello (4)
18. Like zirconia (5)
19. Get to know (5)
20. Brooked (5)
21. Exude slowly (4)
26. Moral (7)
27. Sleep (4-3)
29. Capital of Lesotho (6)
30. Beginner (6)
31. Spliff (6)
33. Invalidate (5)
34. Embarrass (5)

GAMES

Have some fun

MAXIMIZE EXPOSURE!

#1
RE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!

###11111#1##1#
RE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!

SCAN FOR A FREE 
HOME EVALUATION

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto  — not just in town.

8 FIRELANE 14D ROAD
2+1 BED • 3 BATH • 1,500 SQ. FT.

$1,249,900                                                                                           

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

22 CREEKSIDE DRIVE
2+2 BED • 3 BATH • 1,591 SQ. FT.

$1,279,900                                                                                           

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

19 OAKLEY DRIVE
2 BED • 3 BATH • 1,615 SQ. FT.

$1,249,900                                                                                           

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

13 UPPER CANADA DRIVE
2+1 BED • 2 BATH • 1,104 SQ. FT.

$999,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

905-641-0308  •  Sold@GolfiTeam.com  •  www.Golf iTeam.com

Call the brand that gets your home  NOTICED!

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. †Conditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi  Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated. 

Ask about our Golfi  Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.†
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Harrison’s Hardware Store
William Harrison and his three sons operated a hardware store from this building and property on Queen Street. 

In addition to supplying locals with gardening, fi shing and home improvement goods, those who grew up in town 
during this time remember playing in the lumber yard at the rear of the property as children. After the newspaper 
the Niagara Times ceased publication, its printing press was moved here. From this building, Harrison went on to 
establish the Niagara Advance, printing the newspaper’s fi rst editions right here. E. H. Brennan was later brought in 
to run the newspaper. He eventually purchased the business and its equipment and relocated the Advance to another 
building on Queen Street. If you’re having trouble picturing where this building once stood, it’s because it was later 
demolished and replaced by the post offi ce. While this building is no longer here, the site still has connections to 
community news. Many readers of The Lake Report await their printed editions in their post offi ce boxes.

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

Last week’s task was to 
summarize in a few hun-
dred words the evolution of 
humans which began six to 
seven million years ago and 
continues to the present.

The path began with a 
variety of small ape-like 
species, which became 
increasingly bipedal over 
four to fi ve million years 
before transitioning to 
increasingly larger brained, 
fully bipedal species vari-
ants, some of which, like 
homo erectus, migrated 
throughout Eurasia in-
cluding Britain as well as 
within Africa.

The story wrapped up 
with our two cousin species, 
the denisovans in Asia and 
neanderthals in Europe be-
fore anatomically and pos-
sibly behaviorally modern 
humans appeared in what 

is now Morocco as early as 
300,000 years ago. 

Along the evolutionary 
path, there were many tran-
sitional species, some side 
show species such as homo 
fl oresiensis, homo luzonensis 
and homo naledi, and peri-
ods when two or more vari-
ants lived at the same time 
and even region, if not quite 
the same habitat, until in the 
last 30,000 years, when one 
species remained — us.

Adding to the number of 
species variants are those 
known only by the DNA they 
left behind and others yet to 
discovered or lost forever. 

The evolutionary path to 
modern humans was never a 
certainty. For example, there 
have been near-extinction 
events such as the eruption 
of Mount Toba in Indone-
sia 70,000 years ago, and 
far worse, nearly a million 
years ago, when the total 
population of prehumans 
plummeted from almost one 
million to less than 3,000 in 
the face of prolonged harsh 
climate and so remained for 
the following 100,000 years 
before recovering. 

Even so, prior to humans 
settling down 10,000 years 
ago, estimates of the world-
wide population of modern 
humans world are small 

— somewhere between one 
and 10 million total scat-
tered in small groups.

The latter made them 
more vulnerable in the face 
of sustained severe weather, 
lack of food and as was 
the case for the neander-
thals, led to their extinction 
because of inbreeding and 
the accompanying accumu-
lation of harmful genetic 
variants as happened to 
other species such as woolly 
mammoths.  

From the beginning, the 
path to modern humans was 
never scripted because of 
the important role natural 
selection and chance play in 
the evolution of most spe-
cies including our own, and 
the corollary that any rerun 
of hominin evolution would 
most unlikely come up with 

a species quite like our own.
Of course, as much as 

evolution might not come up 
with a species as clever as 
us, there’s always the pos-
sibility that another run at 
evolution might have come 
up with species far more 
clever and hopefully wiser 
than ours.

Which brings me to this 
question — what does the 
future hold for our species?

Predicting the future for 
our species is dicey given 
current world politics, eco-
nomics and climate change, 
but predicting the far future 
is more certain.

For example, glacial and 
interglacial periods will 
continue to cycle every 
100,000 years much as they 
have for the last several few 
million years, because the 
cycle is dictated by cyclic 
changes in the orbit of the 
earth about the sun. 

On a much longer scale, in 
three to four billion years, 
our sun will likely have run 
through enough of its hydro-
gen and gravitational force 
to expand and engulf Earth 
and possibly even Mars, 
roasting both and killing off 
all life on Earth.

How do we know that? 
From observation of simi-
lar fates for similar sized 

stars and extrapolating to 
what’s likely to happen 
with our sun.

But what about our spe-
cies? What’s our future? 
If the past is prologue to 
the future, we are likely to 
continue to evolve, indeed, 
as genetic studies suggest.

But so far there’s little, if 
any, evidence that human 
intelligence has changed 
within the last several thou-
sand years or that there have 
been noticeable changes in 
physique except for whatev-
er improvements have taken 
place through better health.

The collective fossil 
evidence suggests that for 
much our history few lived 
much beyond their 30s; such 
were the risks of predators, 
hunting large dangerous 
animals, unpredictable food 
sources, and clashes within 
and between bands. 

Whether we evolve into 
another species as many 
of our predecessor species 
did is hard to predict. The 
evolution of a menagerie of 
hominin variants to humans 
took several million years 
and was based on genetic 
changes in far fewer humans 
than the eight million and 
counting humans living now. 

Based on those numbers, 
there should be many more 

mutational changes in the 
modern human genome 
than in the past and, given 
that mixing of humans has 
become common, those 
changes stand a much 
better chance of becoming 
widely incorporated in the 
human genome raising the 
possibility of budding fu-
ture species not in several 
hundred years, but much 
earlier.

What’s coming is edit-
ing our genome to enhance 
desired cognitive, physi-
cal and health-enhancing 
genes. The tools exist now 
for editing a few genes but 
editing the many related 
genes necessary to enhance 
specifi c traits is several 
decades away.

When that time comes, 
humans with the fi nancial 
resources and connec-
tions may seek advantages 
for themselves and their 
children through modifying 
their own genes and those 
of their children. 

What a frightening pros-
pect.

Dr. William Brown is 
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the 
InfoHealth series at the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library. 

Humanity’s evolution may come with a bit of editing

Dr. Brown says it’s a 
matter of time before the 
wealthiest among us can 
modify their children’s 
genomes to select various 
traits — a scary thought.
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Club of Niagara-on-the-Lake

Through Rotary Youth Programs, you’ll gain independence, 
explore new cultures, volunteer, and grow as a leader. From 
weekend leadership camps to international exchanges, these 
experiences open doors—to the world and to yourself. 

Rotary is where neighbours, friends, & problem-solvers share 
ideas, join leaders, & take action to create lasting change. 
Through Rotary clubs, people from all continents & cultures 
form friendships & professional connections while making a 
difference in their backyards & around the world. 

Find out more at:
niagaraonthelakerotary.ca  |  info@niagaraonthelakerotary.ca 

Explore
the World.
Discover 
Yourself.
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Dan Smeenk
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Linda Grimo has spent 
much of her life farming in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake and 
working at Grimo Nut Nurs-
ery on Lakeshore Road, 
where she has grown and 
sold nut trees since 1999.

Even with decades of 
experience with chestnuts 
and other nuts, she called 
her February trip to South 
Korea “up there” among the 
highlights of her career.

From Feb. 3 to 10, Grimo 
visited South Korea, includ-
ing Feb. 4 to 6 in Gongju 
City for the Korea Interna-
tional Chestnut Expo.

The trip began after 
she met a City of Gongju 
employee who visited her 
farm last July. She said he 
was bilingual in English 
and Korean and was sent 
to learn more about her 
operation.

“He came to the farm 
and saw what we do with 
chestnuts,” said Grimo. “We 
do sell Korean chestnuts, we 

grow the trees, we sell the 
trees, and they’re disease-
resistant.”

“He was thrilled with 
that.”

Soon after he returned 
home, Grimo received an 
invitation to attend the 2026 
festival — she accepted.

She travelled to the con-
ference with Amy Miller of 
Route 9 Cooperative in the 
United States, who holds a 
PhD focused on chestnut 
disease and whom Grimo 
has known for more than 20 
years. Miller spoke about 

chestnuts in the eastern 
United States.

Other speakers included 
Francesca Gioacchini of 
Italy, who presented on 
“Italian chestnut excel-
lence,” and Sashichi Saku-
rai of Japan.

Grimo’s presentation, 
“Growing Chestnuts in 
Canada: Progress Through 
Perseverance,” focused on 
the recovery of chestnuts in 
North America after wide-
spread disease.

She said chestnuts are 
native to southern Ontario, 

where American chest-
nuts once dominated. In 
the early 1900s, Chinese 
chestnut trees were intro-
duced to the United States 
as landscape trees. They 
carried a disease to which 
they were immune, but 
American chestnuts were 
not, devastating the species. 
The outbreak began at the 
Bronx Zoo.

“These forests were 
dotted with tree stumps 
because there was no 
resistance,” she said. “It’s a 
terribly sad story of disease 

introduced into North 
America.”

Efforts to restore the 
now-endangered American 
chestnut continue, but the 
work is diffi cult, she said. 
Farmers have tried develop-
ing hybrid Chinese-Amer-
ican chestnuts to improve 
disease resistance.

Additional threats have 
emerged, including chestnut 
weevil, which has affected 
some southern Ontario 
growers, and the Asian gall 
wasp, which has signifi cant-
ly damaged Grimo’s trees.

“We seem to get through 
one thing and then bam,” 
she said, noting she grows 
Korean chestnuts, which are 
more resistant to gall wasp.

Grimo said Chinese, Ko-
rean and American chest-
nuts are all edible varieties, 
unlike horse chestnuts.

“When you hear the 
‘chestnuts roasting on 
an open fi re,’ that’s what 
they’re talking about,” she 
said.

In South Korea, she was 
struck by how deeply chest-
nuts are woven into daily 

life. Gongju City sits in a 
major chestnut-producing 
region, and she encountered 
the nut throughout her trip.

“Even on the airplane, I 
was eating a Korean stew 
and it had a chestnut in it,” 
she said. “Chestnuts were in 
the pizza as a topping.”

Grimo said she experi-
enced warmth and hospi-
tality throughout her visit 
and plans to return for the 
2028 expo.

“There was such a warm, 
kind energy from every-
where we went,” she said.

She hopes to continue 
contributing to global 
knowledge about nuts. She 
views chestnuts, walnuts 
and hazelnuts as essential 
crops worldwide, valued for 
food, wildlife and wood.

“When you talk about a 
real-world crop, you’re talk-
ing about chestnuts, wal-
nuts, hazelnuts,” she said. 
“Those crops are grown in 
major parts of the world and 
are important parts of their 
diet, and in wildlife and in 
everything else.”

daniel@niagaranow.com

Linda Grimo, owner of Grimo Nut Nursery, left, with chestnut expert Amy Miller. The two 
both spoke at the Korea International Chestnut Expo in February. Grimo spoke about the 
history of American chestnuts, which have withstood multiple disease waves. SUPPLIED

NOTL nut farmer goes to South Korea for international expo
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496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

FREE HOME EVALUATION!
CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!

FREE HOME EVALUATION!
CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT
REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD

T
D

Passionate to be of service
We offer a 24/7 open line of communication

Several testimonials and 5 star reviews

Long term presence in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Local
Right at Home Realty Team Office in NOTL (Over
6000 in GTA, #1 independent brokerage in the
GTA for 10 years**)
Angelika previously owned a highly successful
marketing/media business in Toronto for over 20
years. Built relationships with Fortune 500, big
banks, CTV, Global, Olympics, Film Festival.

*Based on reviews from Rate-My-Agent.com, a triple verified review platform **TRREB Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31, 2022, combined units sold.
***FREE GIFT OF 10 HOURS OF PACKING AND DECLUTTERING SERVICES - excludes tenanted areas ****Based on closed transactions in the Burlington / Niagara Right At Home Realty Office, 2022, 2023, 2024

#1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTA FOR
10 YEARS**

*
TOP RATED AGENT IN

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!
TOP RATED AGENT IN

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!

CALL ANGELIKA =
CALL OR TEXT (289) 214-4394

TMSOLD!

****

Respected by colleagues and
community
Over 12 years of real estate business
Knowledge in all aspects of real
properties (waterfront, residential,
agricultural, commercial and leases)
Up to date on Mortgage trends and
state of economy, strategy to sell
Contribution to charities
Your property is advertised on all 23
Real Estate boards in Ontario plus
globally listed in over 200 countries

Free packing of your house / estate
cleanup/decluttering services***
World class videography, photos and
drone footage, high quality hard cover
print brochures & advertising in print
media
Large social media presence and
extensive unique marketing techniques
Your property will be globally listed
gaining world wide exposure and will be
seen on all real estate boards in Ontario
Home renovation experience
Help Elderly Relocate

FEATURED LISTING OF THE WEEKFEATURED LISTING OF THE WEEK

43 SCOTT STREET, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
$1,499,000 - 5 BEDS + 5 BATHS$1,499,000 - 5 BEDS + 5 BATHS

INSULATED 6 CAR HEATED
GARAGE, EV CHARGER,
WORKSHOP INCLUDING

BATHROOM, PLUS 2 LEVEL.
EXTRA 3000 SQFT!

ND

ULATED 6 CAR HEA
BONUS

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY MARCH 8 2:00 - 4:00 PM

THOPEN HOUSE SUNDAY MARCH 8 2:00 - 4:00 PMT H
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