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TO THE EDITOR

Take 1t from me, amalgamation has no advantages

Richard Connelly
Special to The Lake Report

We lived in West Car-
leton Township, a rural
municipality on the west
side of the City of Ottawa
adjacent to Kanata. There
were several small towns
in our township, including
Carp, Dunrobin, Kinburn,
Constance Bay and many
clustered areas of residential
development along the Ot-
tawa River and in the hills
around Carp.

The City of Ottawa was
poorly run for decades and
was incapable of the man-
agement of their infrastruc-
ture. Roads, sewers, sewage
treatment, water treatment
and supply, storm water
system management, storm
sewers and general lack of
maintenance of services
in the city were numer-
ous issues that led to local
increased taxation and
reflected their inability to
comprehensively maintain
infrastructure.

Combined sewers (sani-
tary combined with storm
rainfall) are still in op-
eration in the core, causing
overloading of many of the
sewage treatment facilities.
The City of Ottawa was in

Richard Connelly writes that amalgamation has a history of
silencing the voices of smaller communities that inevitably
end up with less representation. MIDJOURNEY

dire need of new sources
of income through taxation
and development charges.
Amalgamation affected
many of the smaller and
rural municipalities, caus-
ing a significant increase in
residential and commercial
taxes. The rural areas lost
all contact with their elect-
ed officials. West Carleton
Township had approxi-
mately 10 elected members

of our original council. The
revised organization left us
with one elected official.

Our ability to influ-
ence the operations in our
municipality was reduced to
almost zero. Our well-run
municipality lost all control
of our well managed infra-
structure and our reserve
funds.

The city initiated amal-
gamation for all of the

municipalities in the greater
Ottawa area. The process
took three years, and more
than $3 million, accord-

ing to Albert Bowers, the
former reeve of Osgoode
Township, was spent on the
integration process. The
well-run municipalities with
reserve funds suffered under
the new government.

The city benefitted from
the assumption of the
reserve funds, and the local
municipalities suffered
from the significant existing
debt of the City of Ottawa.
Ottawa was notorious for
carrying a huge debt and the
poor state of their infra-
structure.

I was recently working for
a land development client on
a residential subdivision ad-
jacent to Almonte, Ont. The
City of Ottawa had spread
to within about a 10-minute
drive from the edge of the
town of Almonte.

The local advantage of
the home builders was the
cost of building permits.

In Almonte, permits were
$20,000 less than in the
City of Ottawa. Almonte
was a bedroom community
with lower taxes and lower
infrastructure costs.

The amalgamated City

of Ottawa had many capital
works projects while we
lived in Manotick (in
the former Township of
Rideau). The history of the
capital works projects, with
few exceptions, was signifi-
cant overruns of construc-
tion budgets, work not being
completed on time, regular
replacement of contractors
and major disruption to
communities.
The current and mostly
inoperable transit system
is another typical major
project that is well over
budget and years of past due
on completion. The manage-
ment of this project by Ot-
tawa is a complete disaster.
In our last two years in
Manotick, and to show how
desperate Ottawa was for
new sources of income, the
City of Ottawa had circu-
lated letters to rural home-
owners (who rely on private
water and sewage systems)
indicating the intent to place
meters on private wells with
monthly service charges for
water to be paid to the city.
The rural owners success-
fully objected to this illogi-
cal tax, but the next round
was an intended tariff for
storm water management.
No one really understood

this new tax. The scenario
was if you had a ditch or
drainage system in front of
your home, that tariff would
be charged for that service.

There were no local signs
of additional maintenance
work in Manotick provided
by the city. The tariff was
applied and has been issued
for several years. This was
somewhat like the tariff
situation with the U.S. —
no benefit and a higher cost
of living.

There will be no advan-
tage for amalgamation
within adjacent munici-
palities to NOTL. We have
a special place on this earth
and we need to focus on
maintaining and protecting
our unique community.

Amalgamation with local
adjacent municipalities
with failing infrastructure
will result in higher cost of
living, more taxes and less
service.

That is clearly evident
from the example of the
City of Ottawa and the
severe impact on the rural
residents in the Ottawa area.

Richard Connelly is
a Niagara-on-the-Lake
resident and the past owner
of an engineering firm in
Ottawa.

We need amalgamation to deal with infrastructure shortfalls

Dear editor:

A lot of people are very
upset with the undemocratic
amalgamation proposal.

An analysis of the situ-
ation seems to leave little
choice for Bob Gale and
the provincial government,
but to move towards trim-
ming government expenses
through amalgamation,
capitalizing on Niagara
Region’s competitive advan-
tages to generate additional
revenue streams, expedit-
ing the required decision-
making (by eliminating
the negotiations for votes
between regional council-
lors for goods and services
in their geographical area)
by moving the processes of
economic expansion faster,
and to create a more demo-
cratic rule of government.

It’s about government run-
ning more like an efficient
business and being fiscally
prudent, not the mainte-
nance of excessive govern-
mental oversight.

The region needs $2.7 bil-
lion to fund an infrastruc-
ture that has deteriorated
to the point where it has
exceeded or will be close to
exceeding its useful life.

Real estate developments,
both residential and com-
mercial, have increased the

population base and made
the existing infrastructure
obsolete. Councils over the
years have been pushing
core infrastructure costs
into the future — their bad.

It’s acknowledged that the
property taxes required to
fund the infrastructure short-
falls are on an unsustain-
able upward trajectory. Are
we prepared to absorb the
increases in property taxes?

There has been revenue
generated over the years
from the real estate devel-
opments. These revenue
sources appear to be signifi-
cantly inadequate, leaving
municipalities in a situation
where they have to approve
more real estate develop-
ments to keep up with their
infrastructure requirements
— much like an approval
treadmill that eventually re-
sults in financial exhaustion.

Real estate developers
have become wealthy, leav-
ing taxpayers with an infra-
structure liability that has to
be primarily paid from our
property taxes.

And then there is the for-
giveness of a nearly $1-mil-
lion fee for the Parliament
Oak hotel, or the estimated
$10 million for the unwant-
ed and really unnecessary
St. Davids roundabout that

could be routed to more
urgent needs.

It’s been touted that amal-
gamation would reduce the
costs of running the Niagara
Region by an estimated
$250 million over 10 years.

We do know that the
existing governing structure
is bloated. There are 126
municipally elected officials
in the Niagara Region, more
than the number of mem-
bers of provincial parlia-
ment in the entire province.

Organizational restruc-
turing needs to occur to
streamline operational
functionality and hopefully
optimize costs. In 2024, the
City of Niagara Falls had 161
employees on the Ontario
Sunshine List (salaries over
$100,000), while Niagara-
on-the-Lake had 29 people.

The NOTL chief admin-
istrative officer earns well
over $200,000. There are 13
chief administrative officers
in the region. These two
municipalities are only a
portion of the total 12 dis-
tinct local municipalities in
Niagara Region. There are
efficiencies to be had.

The Fraser Institute study
is cited as evidence that
amalgamation doesn’t work,
but that study is antiquated,
the municipalities reviewed

have non-comparable attri-
butes, and we are assuming
that the government hasn’t
learned from previous gov-
ernmental stumbles. These
municipalities didn’t seem
to have a multi billion-dol-
lar infrastructure problem.

Amalgamation, I believe,
is a component of a broader
provincial economic stra-
tegic plan that recognizes
the Niagara region and the
provincial government are
underutilizing the revenue
generating capacity of Ni-
agara Region.

While I have no specific
insight, it is conceivable that
the 1,000 acres located
on the closed Marineland
property could be purchased
by the province/investors for
development as part of the
establishment of an alterna-
tive destination to Las Vegas.

Caesars in Vegas utilizes
83 acres, which means that
potentially 10 casinos could
be built on that site. The Ve-
netian in Vegas, for example
employs roughly 8,500
individuals and has roughly
7,000 suites.

Part of the Marineland
property could also be allo-
cated for much-needed afford-
able housing to accommodate
not only casino employees but
others in the area that require

affordable housing.

Just one casino would
generate significant positive
economic multiplier effects:
increased demand for local
housing and the correlated
need for local builders to
build them, transportation
in the form of potentially
increased local car sales/
leases, incremental personal
and business tax increases
from the new casino attrib-
utable to the regional/pro-
vincial/federal governments,
increased tourism which,
in turn, would increase
local businesses’ ability to
generate more profits, and
possibly a new international
airport for international
and/or domestic travellers.

Rather than Canadians
going to Vegas, they would
come to Niagara. This is
going to pay for the infra-
structure shortfalls, and it
needs to be done quickly
in an efficient consolidated
governmental structure.

A lot of people have cited
the lack of democracy in
Mr. Gale’s approach and are
revolting at having the pro-
vincial government’s ability
to consolidate without pub-
lic/political consultation.

In a democracy, each per-
son has a vote and is equally
represented. At regional

council meetings, each
representative (i.e. each 12
mayors, each 18 regional
councillors, and the regional
chair) has an equal vote.

However, for example, Fort
Erie and St. Catharines have
different populations — how
can they each have an equal
vote when their voter bases
are so vastly different?

Where’s the representation
by population democratic
ideal? It’s not democratic.
The entire Niagara regional
government could be elected
in a separate simplified
electoral process by all the
voters of Niagara Region.

If there are fears of losing
the historical character of
NOTL (which many people
believe is happening under
the existing mayor’s/coun-
cil’s tenure anyway), then
negotiate with the province
for its preservation in the
amalgamation process. Take
a more constructive consul-
tative approach to alleviate
the potential adverse effects
of amalgamation.

Amalgamation should
happen.

How will we be repre-
sented and who will it be
in the upcoming Oct. 26
municipal elections?

Gienek Ksiazkiewicz
St. Davids
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Let’s end amalgamation contemplation and look at facts

David Israelson
Special to The Lake Report

Would amalgamation be
good for Niagara-on-the-
Lake or would it be awful?
There’s probably a good
answer to this, but we’re
not likely to find out from
the troublesome and noisy
debate triggered by Ni-
agara’s regional chair, who
was appointed, not elected,
to his position.

Bob Gale has been
rightly slapped down by his
own fellow regional council
members, after he wrote to
the provincial government
and 12 regional mayors
calling for a top-down
reassessment of whether
Niagara-on-the-Lake and
Niagara’s other towns and
cities should continue to
exist.

He said he was “deeply
contemplating” smashing
Niagara into one or four
larger cities, which would
certainly mean the offi-

Next stop:

cial end of Canada’s most
beautiful town.

Who asked him? Cer-
tainly not our own Lord
Mayor Gary Zalepa or our
council — both have spoken
out loudly, and for a change,
unequivocally, against the
idea. The regional council
has spoken, too, passing a
motion calling on Gale to
cease and desist and to not
use taxpayer-funded staff
time for his thinly disguised
amalgamation campaign.

Regional council also
voted sensibly to conduct its
own review of local govern-
ment services, seeking to
determine whether there are
areas where there is duplica-
tion or inefficiency.

Going through actual
facts rather than “contem-
plation” may determine
that amalgamation would
be terrible for our town and
others in the region. But it
may also find areas that can
be improved or streamlined,
without destroying small-
town life.

To be fair, amalgamation
may be bad for us, but it is
not always an objectively
bad idea. For example, New
York City amalgamated
successfully in 1898.

It’s fashionable also to
think that amalgamation is

HEALTH

David Israelson argues that land-use decisions should remain in the hands of local
governments — which was the province’s stated objective when it transferred that
authority away from the region in the first place. While he acknowledges there may be
opportunities to reduce duplication, he says doing so requires careful consideration,
proper study and a thorough process of gathering information.

simply a blunt instrument
deployed by bossy senior
governments, like Premier
Doug Ford’s, which has
obliterated a wide swath of
Ontario’s planning, conser-
vation and environmental
laws.

But this is not always so;
in the 1980s, the uber-
bossy former British prime
minister Margaret Thatcher
wiped out the Greater
London Council, leaving
smaller local councils intact

Big night out
We're expanding GO train service

to and from Niagara so you can
get to your plans easier

Ontario is building new highways,
upgrading roads and improving
transit across the province to make
your travels faster and easier.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

Learn more at ontario.ca/OntarioBuilds

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

(London-wide government
was later restored).

It makes sense, therefore,
for us in Niagara to look at
whether there are situations
where residents are need-
lessly paying taxes or have
to seek approvals from two

governments instead of one.

But it should be made
clear to whoever is tasked
with reviewing this that
this does not necessarily
mean considering amalga-
mation. If you sometimes

buy milk from the super-
market and sometimes
from the convenience
store, it does not mean that
one or the other should be
shut down.

Bob Lehman, a highly
respected urban planner
whose work includes assist-
ing the Niagara Foundation,
points out that there are
some things that a regional
government can do well,
while others are best left in
local hands.

“Since land use decisions
are all close to home and
they impact peoples’ daily
lives, they should be made
by a local authority,” he says.

He added in an email that
in fact, this is one reason
that the province actu-
ally took away planning
authority from all regional
governments.

“Putting it back there
does not make sense [which
could happen under amal-
gamation],” he said. In fact,
it might be better for NOTL
if planning was even more
local than it is now, with a
separate planning author-
ity just for our historic Old
Town.

At the same time, there
are services, such as polic-
ing and perhaps also water
and sewers that could be
handled on a regional basis.
This is why we set up bod-
ies such as police service
boards or utility commis-
sions.

By all means, let’s look
at what kind of government
works best for our town and
region. But let’s put seat-
of-the-pants amalgamation
contemplation to rest.

David Israelson is a
writer and non-practising
lawyer who lives in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.

Ontario @
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The oxymoron of political transparency

Dear editor:

As we fast approach the
municipal election cycle,
expect our elected officials
to dust off their tired, old,
scripted and repetitive
stump speeches. Political
puffery on steroids.

Over the years, my favourite
election oxymoron has been:

“honest politician.” My newest
saying has been the subject of
much debate and frustration
within our community during
multiple councils — too many
to remember.

No doubt their redundant
cliche will be reiterated by
every candidate using the
same old hackeyned buzz-

words when running for of-
fice — namely: “If elected,
I will govern ethically and
with utmost transparency.”
The oxymoron is: “political
transparency.”

Have we all not experi-
enced over the years the
complete lack of transpar-
ency? For example and most

recently, Garth Turner’s
attempt to get the new Shaw
theatre trucking sched-
ule, and our Chautauqua
residents blindsided by the
beach property sale consid-
erations — nothing changes.
Samuel A. Young
NOTL

(Quiet pickleball equipment could offer a solution

Dear editor:

I read with dismay that
pickleball is once again
prohibited due to noise
complaints (“Noise issues

sideline pickleball again,”
Feb. 26). Sound barriers
failed to resolve the issue.
A quick search on Ama-
zon found quiet pickleballs

that act in the same manner
as the loud plastic ones, and
quiet paddles as well.
Would this not allow
players to enjoy the wonder-

ful courts and placate the
offended residents?
It may be that simple.
Vic Klassen
St. Catharines

Let the residents decide if we have too many councillors

Dear editor:

Unfortunately, too many
politicians mistake anec-
dotes, talking points and
simple conclusions with-
out providing any factual
backup as expressing an
argument. Luckily, regional
council has decided to
require an evidence-based
approach to the amalgama-
tion question.

What Regional Chair
Bob Gale fails to recognize
is that, from a taxation
standpoint, Niagara Region
generally operates as an

amalgamated entity. In
looking at my 2025 mu-
nicipal tax bill, 63 per cent
went to the operations of
the region and 12.5 per cent
went to the regional educa-
tional levy. The remaining
24.5 per cent went to the
operations of the Town of
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Is he arguing that if
the town operations were
absorbed into the regional
budget that there would
be cost savings on the
services provided to the
residents of NOTL?

He and the premier keep
harping on the overall
number of local and regional
politicians in Niagara. Surely
it is up to the residents of
NOTL to decide whether
the number of local council-
lors is excessive since their
remuneration comes from the
town’s portion of the tax bill.

As well, the mayor of
Niagara Falls has come
out in support of the four
municipality solution to
governance. Is this because
he anticipates that NOTL’s
huge tax base could be

Toutrism

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

Tourism Niagara-on-the-Lake (NOTL) is recruiting one seat for
the organization’s Board of Directors to represent the Arts,

Culture, and Heritage Sector.

Tourism (NOTL) is the official Destination Marketing

Organization (DMO) for Niagara-on-the-Lake. The organization

is responsible for promoting the town as a premier year-round

destination, supporting local
through strategic marketing,
initiatives.

tourism-related businesses
partnerships, and visitor services

We are looking for a senior-level representative from the Arts,
Culture, and Heritage Sector located in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Click on the QR Code for more information or send your cover
letter and CV to careers@niagaraonthelake.com.

looked to shore up the
finances of Niagara Falls?
Would he be as gung ho
if NOTL was joined to St.
Catharines, both being enti-
ties below the escarpment?
Although I don’t believe the

residents of NOTL get value
for money through our present
form of regional government,
the present mix provides a
middle position that respects
the differences that the vari-
ous municipalities making up
the region now enjoy.

Ron Fritz

Queenston
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Across

1. Gazes fixedly (6)

5. Chair (8)

9. Preliminary test (5,3)

10. Person of no influence (6)
11. Inability to sleep (8)

12. Soak up (6)

16. Easter bloom (4)

18. Young horses (5)

22. Audacious person (5)
23. Bicoloured (3-4)

24. Cry of approval (5)

25. Inward feeling (5)

28. Augury (4)

32. Species of goose (6)

35. Repair (8)

36. Intrude upon (6)

37. Septic (8)

38. Tavern (8)

39. Hair curler (6)

Down

2. Capital of Ontario (7)

3. Computer information (4-3)
4. Beach (6)

5. Instruction book (6)

6. Tooth-related (6)

7. Garments (5)

8. Elizabeth | was the last (5)
13. Computer memory units (5)
14. Periodical (5)

15. Dumb vessel (5)

17. Actor-singer --- Novello (4)
18. Like zirconia (5)

19. Get to know (5)

20. Brooked (5)

21. Exude slowly (4)

26. Moral (7)

27. Sleep (4-3)

29. Capital of Lesotho (6)
30. Beginner (6)

31. Spliff (6)

33. Invalidate (5)

34. Embarrass (5)

NNIA3N

RE/MAX TEAM
IN CANADA!

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto — not just in town.

% . * NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 7 NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

13 UPPER CANADA DRIVE 19 OAKLEY DRIVE 8 FIRELANE 14D ROAD 22 CREEKSIDE DRIVE
2+1BED + 2 BATH + 1,104 SQ. FT. 2 BED * 3BATH + 1,615 SQ. FT. 2+1BED * 3 BATH + 1,500 SQ. FT. 2+2 BED - 3 BATH + 1,591 SQ. FT.
$999,900 $1,249,900 $1,249,900 $1,279,900

Call the brand that gets your home [NOTICED!

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.
905-641-0308 - Sold@GolfiTeam.com - www.GolfiTeam.com

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. fConditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated.

SCAN FOR A FREE
HOME EVALUATION
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EXPLORING HISTORY

e W I|TH NOTL MUSEUM

Harrison’s Hardware Store

William Harrison and his three sons operated a hardware store from this building and property on Queen Street.
In addition to supplying locals with gardening, fishing and home improvement goods, those who grew up in town
during this time remember playing in the lumber yard at the rear of the property as children. After the newspaper
the Niagara Times ceased publication, its printing press was moved here. From this building, Harrison went on to
establish the Niagara Advance, printing the newspaper’s first editions right here. E. H. Brennan was later brought in
to run the newspaper. He eventually purchased the business and its equipment and relocated the Advance to another
building on Queen Street. If you're having trouble picturing where this building once stood, it’s because it was later
demolished and replaced by the post office. While this building is no longer here, the site still has connections to
community news. Many readers of The Lake Report await their printed editions in their post office boxes.

\

ARPER

TREE CARE

Pruning
Planting

Removals
Plant Health Care

CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

IS

Levi Harper
905-324-8609

harpertreecare@outlook.com
www.harpertreecare.com

ISA Certified Arborist ON-3141A
Ontario 444A Certified Arborist

1453 York Rd., St. Davids
www.stdavids-queenstonuc.ca
Minister: Rev. YongSeok Baek

Rental inquiries: 905-262-5242

St. Davids-Queenston United Church

Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m.

Also online,
visit our website.

Humanity’s evolution may come with a bit of editing

DR. BR“WN

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

Last week’s task was to
summarize in a few hun-
dred words the evolution of
humans which began six to
seven million years ago and
continues to the present.

The path began with a
variety of small ape-like
species, which became
increasingly bipedal over
four to five million years
before transitioning to
increasingly larger brained,
fully bipedal species vari-
ants, some of which, like
homo erectus, migrated
throughout Eurasia in-
cluding Britain as well as
within Africa.

The story wrapped up
with our two cousin species,
the denisovans in Asia and
neanderthals in Europe be-
fore anatomically and pos-
sibly behaviorally modern
humans appeared in what

is now Morocco as early as
300,000 years ago.

Along the evolutionary
path, there were many tran-
sitional species, some side
show species such as homo
floresiensis, homo luzonensis
and homo naledi, and peri-
ods when two or more vari-
ants lived at the same time
and even region, if not quite
the same habitat, until in the
last 30,000 years, when one
species remained — us.

Adding to the number of
species variants are those
known only by the DNA they
left behind and others yet to
discovered or lost forever.

The evolutionary path to
modern humans was never a
certainty. For example, there
have been near-extinction
events such as the eruption
of Mount Toba in Indone-
sia 70,000 years ago, and
far worse, nearly a million
years ago, when the total
population of prehumans
plummeted from almost one
million to less than 3,000 in
the face of prolonged harsh
climate and so remained for
the following 100,000 years
before recovering.

Even so, prior to humans
settling down 10,000 years
ago, estimates of the world-
wide population of modern
humans world are small

Dr. Brown says it's a
matter of time before the
wealthiest among us can
modify their children’s
genomes to select various
traits — a scary thought.

— somewhere between one
and 10 million total scat-
tered in small groups.

The latter made them
more vulnerable in the face
of sustained severe weather,
lack of food and as was
the case for the neander-
thals, led to their extinction
because of inbreeding and
the accompanying accumu-
lation of harmful genetic
variants as happened to
other species such as woolly
mammoths.

From the beginning, the
path to modern humans was
never scripted because of
the important role natural
selection and chance play in
the evolution of most spe-
cies including our own, and
the corollary that any rerun
of hominin evolution would
most unlikely come up with

a species quite like our own.

Of course, as much as
evolution might not come up
with a species as clever as
us, there’s always the pos-
sibility that another run at
evolution might have come
up with species far more
clever and hopefully wiser
than ours.

Which brings me to this
question — what does the
future hold for our species?

Predicting the future for
our species is dicey given
current world politics, eco-
nomics and climate change,
but predicting the far future
is more certain.

For example, glacial and
interglacial periods will
continue to cycle every
100,000 years much as they
have for the last several few
million years, because the
cycle is dictated by cyclic
changes in the orbit of the
earth about the sun.

On a much longer scale, in
three to four billion years,
our sun will likely have run
through enough of its hydro-
gen and gravitational force
to expand and engulf Earth
and possibly even Mars,
roasting both and killing off
all life on Earth.

How do we know that?
From observation of simi-
lar fates for similar sized

stars and extrapolating to
what’s likely to happen
with our sun.
But what about our spe-
cies? What’s our future?
If the past is prologue to
the future, we are likely to
continue to evolve, indeed,
as genetic studies suggest.
But so far there’s little, if
any, evidence that human
intelligence has changed
within the last several thou-
sand years or that there have
been noticeable changes in
physique except for whatev-
er improvements have taken
place through better health.
The collective fossil
evidence suggests that for
much our history few lived
much beyond their 30s; such
were the risks of predators,
hunting large dangerous
animals, unpredictable food
sources, and clashes within
and between bands.
Whether we evolve into
another species as many
of our predecessor species
did is hard to predict. The
evolution of a menagerie of
hominin variants to humans
took several million years
and was based on genetic
changes in far fewer humans
than the eight million and
counting humans living now.
Based on those numbers,
there should be many more

mutational changes in the
modern human genome
than in the past and, given
that mixing of humans has
become common, those
changes stand a much
better chance of becoming
widely incorporated in the
human genome raising the
possibility of budding fu-
ture species not in several
hundred years, but much
earlier.

What’s coming is edit-
ing our genome to enhance
desired cognitive, physi-
cal and health-enhancing
genes. The tools exist now
for editing a few genes but
editing the many related
genes necessary to enhance
specific traits is several
decades away.

When that time comes,
humans with the financial
resources and connec-
tions may seek advantages
for themselves and their
children through modifying
their own genes and those
of their children.

What a frightening pros-
pect.

Dr. William Brown is
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the
InfoHealth series at the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library.
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NOTL nut farmer goes to South Korea for international expo

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Linda Grimo has spent
much of her life farming in
Niagara-on-the-Lake and
working at Grimo Nut Nurs-
ery on Lakeshore Road,
where she has grown and
sold nut trees since 1999.

Even with decades of
experience with chestnuts
and other nuts, she called
her February trip to South
Korea “up there” among the
highlights of her career.

From Feb. 3 to 10, Grimo
visited South Korea, includ-
ing Feb. 4 to 6 in Gongju
City for the Korea Interna-
tional Chestnut Expo.

The trip began after
she met a City of Gongju
employee who visited her
farm last July. She said he
was bilingual in English
and Korean and was sent
to learn more about her
operation.

“He came to the farm
and saw what we do with
chestnuts,” said Grimo. “We
do sell Korean chestnuts, we

Linda Grimo, owner of Grimo Nut Nursery, left, with chestnut expert Amy Miller. The two
both spoke at the Korea International Chestnut Expo in February. Grimo spoke about the
history of American chestnuts, which have withstood multiple disease waves. SUPPLIED

grow the trees, we sell the
trees, and they’re disease-
resistant.”

“He was thrilled with
that.”

Soon after he returned
home, Grimo received an
invitation to attend the 2026
festival — she accepted.

She travelled to the con-
ference with Amy Miller of
Route 9 Cooperative in the
United States, who holds a
PhD focused on chestnut
disease and whom Grimo
has known for more than 20
years. Miller spoke about

chestnuts in the eastern
United States.

Other speakers included
Francesca Gioacchini of
Italy, who presented on
“Italian chestnut excel-
lence,” and Sashichi Saku-
rai of Japan.

Grimo’s presentation,
“Growing Chestnuts in
Canada: Progress Through
Perseverance,” focused on
the recovery of chestnuts in
North America after wide-
spread disease.

She said chestnuts are
native to southern Ontario,

where American chest-
nuts once dominated. In
the early 1900s, Chinese
chestnut trees were intro-
duced to the United States
as landscape trees. They
carried a disease to which
they were immune, but
American chestnuts were
not, devastating the species.
The outbreak began at the
Bronx Zoo.

“These forests were
dotted with tree stumps
because there was no
resistance,” she said. “It’s a
terribly sad story of disease

introduced into North
America.”

Efforts to restore the
now-endangered American
chestnut continue, but the
work is difficult, she said.
Farmers have tried develop-
ing hybrid Chinese-Amer-
ican chestnuts to improve
disease resistance.

Additional threats have
emerged, including chestnut
weevil, which has affected
some southern Ontario
growers, and the Asian gall
wasp, which has significant-
ly damaged Grimo’s trees.

“We seem to get through
one thing and then bam,”
she said, noting she grows
Korean chestnuts, which are
more resistant to gall wasp.

Grimo said Chinese, Ko-
rean and American chest-
nuts are all edible varieties,
unlike horse chestnuts.

“When you hear the
‘chestnuts roasting on
an open fire,” that’s what
they’re talking about,” she
said.

In South Korea, she was
struck by how deeply chest-
nuts are woven into daily

life. Gongju City sits in a
major chestnut-producing
region, and she encountered
the nut throughout her trip.

“Even on the airplane, |
was eating a Korean stew
and it had a chestnut in it,”
she said. “Chestnuts were in
the pizza as a topping.”

Grimo said she experi-
enced warmth and hospi-
tality throughout her visit
and plans to return for the
2028 expo.

“There was such a warm,
kind energy from every-
where we went,” she said.

She hopes to continue
contributing to global
knowledge about nuts. She
views chestnuts, walnuts
and hazelnuts as essential
crops worldwide, valued for
food, wildlife and wood.

“When you talk about a
real-world crop, you're talk-
ing about chestnuts, wal-
nuts, hazelnuts,” she said.
“Those crops are grown in
major parts of the world and
are important parts of their
diet, and in wildlife and in
everything else.”

daniel@niagaranow.com

Explore
the World.

Discover
Yourself.

Through Rotary Youth Programs, you'll gain independence,
explore new cultures, volunteer, and grow as a leader. From
weekend leadership camps to international exchanges, these
experiences open doors—to the world and to yourself.

Rotary is where neighbours, friends, & problem-solvers share
ideas, join leaders, & take action to create lasting change.
Through Rotary clubs, people from all continents & cultures
form friendships & professional connections while making a
difference in their backyards & around the world.

Find out more at:
niagaraonthelakerotary.ca | info@niagaraonthelakerotary.ca

Club of Niagara-on-the-Lake

Newark Neighbours Announces Retirement
of Cindy Grant and Appointment of Interim
Food Bank Manager

Newark Neighbours announces that, after many years of dedicated
service and hard work, Cindy Grant has decided to retire from her
volunteer role with the organization.

Cindy has been an instrumental part of the Newark Neighbours team,
diligently working toward the success and growth of Newark
Neighbours over the past several years. Through times of change and
increasing community need, she helped strengthen Food Bank
operations and supported the broader mission of the organization,
always keeping the well-being of clients, volunteers, and donors at
the heart of every decision. Her contributions have left a lasting and
positive impact on the organization and the community it serves.

We sincerely thank Cindy for her years of service and wish her all
the very best in this new chapter.

In her place, Genevieve Lawrence has been appointed as Interim
Food Bank Manager, effective immediately. Genevieve brings
valuable experience to the role, having been a dedicated member of
the Food Bank team for the past several years. Her familiarity with
daily operations, volunteers, and client services will help ensure a
smooth and seamless transition during this period.

Newark Neighbours remains committed to serving the
Niagara-on-the-Lake community with compassion, care and concern.

oA /

Newark Neighbours

FOOD BANK & THRIFT SHOP
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Lake Report

Invest in
NOTL news

Pledge your support for The Lake Report,
your trusted, award-winning source for NOTL news

The Lake Report’s Pledge It campaign
has two main components:

1. Pledge a recurring annual donation to support journalism in NOTL.

2. Pledge an endowment to the paper so your dedication continues
to have a positive impact on the community after you are gone.

What your pledge supports:

- Original, independent civic journalism - Smart development

- Holding our elected leaders accountable - Sense of community

- Charities and local non-profit organizations - Adult and kids sports

- Local artists and arts organizations - A place for residents to voice their concerns
- Preserving NOTLSs history - Tourism and marketing opportunities

- Historic organizations - Living wage for dedicated reporters

- Families in our community « Human rights advocacy

« Local businesses and entrepreneurs - A voice for the people

Pledge your annual donation at www.lakereport.ca/donate-today

Contact us at editor@niagaranow.com to let us know of bequeathal plans

Thank you!
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CALL ANGELIKA =SOLD?T

g CALL OR TEXT (289) 214-4394

TOP RATED AGENT IN
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKEY

Y& FREE HOME EVALUATION! Y

J —— LL CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!
op Rate
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Niagara on the Lake Real Estate Agent
Angelika Zammit

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT

REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD

Cornerstone .:::
Association of REALTORS® : ‘e

Toronto Regional
Real Estate Board

y Qlistglobally ELUXUHYHOMES.GOM"

- Free packing of your house / estate
cleanup/decluttering services***

- World class videography, photos and
drone footage, high quality hard cover
print brochures & advertising in print
media

- Large social media presence and
extensive unique marketing techniques

« Your property will be globally listed
gaining world wide exposure and will be
seen on all real estate boards in Ontario

- Home renovation experience

« Help Elderly Relocate

- Passionate to be of service

We offer a 24/7 open line of communication
Several testimonials and 5 star reviews

* % % k% W

« Long term presence in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Local

Right at Home Realty Team Office in NOTL (Over
6000 in GTA, #1 independent brokerage in the
GTA for 10 years*¥*)

» Angelika previously owned a highly successful

marketing/media business in Toronto for over 20
years. Built relationships with Fortune 500, big
banks, CTV, Global, Olympics, Film Festival.

« Respected by colleagues and
community

« Over 12 years of real estate business

« Knowledge in all aspects of real
properties (waterfront, residential,
agricultural, commercial and leases)

« Up to date on Mortgage trends and
state of economy, strategy to sell

« Contribution to charities

« Your property is advertised on all 23
Real Estate boards in Ontario plus
globally listed in over 200 countries

FEATURED LISTING OF THE WEEK

43 SCOTT STREET, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
$1, 499 OOO 5 BEDS + 5 BATHS

INSULATED 6 CAR HEATED
GARAGE, EV CHARGER,
S WORKSHOP INCLUDING
¥ BATHROOM, PLUS 2"° LEVEL.
EXTRA 3000 SQFT!

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY MARCH 8™ 2:00 - 4:00 PM

7 N

RIGHT «
H OM E

@& ASSOCIATES

LUXURY REAL ESTATE

496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NIJAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE TEAM

JJ ﬂj Bringing GTA Buyers to Niagara-On-The-Lake

=+ 4 #1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTAFOR
R~ 10 YEARS**

*Based on reviews from Rate-My-Agent.com, a triple verified review platform **TRREB Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31, 2022, combined units sold.
***FREE GIFT OF 10 HOURS OF PACKING AND DECLUTTERING SERVICES - excludes tenanted areas ****Based on closed transactions in the Burlington / Niagara Right At Home Realty Office, 2022, 2023, 2024




