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Severance 1sn’t the 1ssue with Rand Estate

Dear editor,

Your writer from St.
Davids, Mr. Peter Rusin,
still doesn’t seem to get
it (“Hotel plan for Rand
makes sense for property,”
The Lake Report, June 11).

By way of correction,
clarification and, at the
same time, pointing out the
obvious mistakes, I would
like to make the following
comments:

1: The continuing misuse
of the phrase NIMBY
becomes clear when it is
used by a person who is a
considerable distance from
the site and is probably
unaffected by any decisions
that are made.

2: The past severance of
the property, regardless of
the reasoning behind this
or the point of view at the
time, is not a relevant is-
sue to the current dispute.
Property severance has
never been an issue in this
ongoing conflict.

3: Public access to the
Niagara River is also not in
any way a relevant issue to
the current dispute, nor is
a potential future council
member (being referred to
by your writer).

The present owner is an
experienced developer. He
knowingly purchased this

A rendering of the latest hotel proposal for the Rand Estate. Opponents of the project
argue the development remains too large for the historic riverfront property and fails to
adequately protect its heritage attributes or respect the character of the neighbourhood.

iconic property as it exists
with its many heritage,
entry and other limita-
tions an has every right to
development, subject of
course to existing zoning
and building bylaws.

Nobody, as far as I know,
is objecting or disagreeing
with this. He does not, how-
ever, have the automatic or
given right to amendments
of the bylaws just to suit his
development plans.

In my repeated opinion,
SORE (an organization
that can claim that many

supporters are situated a
considerable distance from
the site, and are hardly
NIMBYs) is not against
development and is simply
trying hard to get a pro-
posal by the developer that
recognizes and protects the
heritage assets at the site
and gives future consider-
ation to the surrounding
residents and area.

So far this has not been
the case, as the Ontario
Land Tribunal has deter-
mined in its report.

For your writer to make

the comment that people
are not allowed occupancy
at the remaining Rand
property is both incorrect
and false, as are those that
refer to hypocrisy and again
to NIMBYism.

To my knowledge, the
latest application is a
completely new proposal
by the developer for the
Rand Estate and does not
even consider the property
severance that has occured
in the past.

Derek Collins
NOTL

Last issue category: MOTHER'’S MILK
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NOTL thrives because of cultural development

Dear editor:

Living in Niagara-on the-
Lake since 1971 and getting
involved in various organi-
zations and causes provides
a perspective that those
arriving later won’t usually
be aware of.

History and culture come
to mind, as does tourism,
with agriculture and eco-
nomic development com-
prising a third. Let me start
with preserving history and
enhancing culture.

When Tom Burroughs
and the Shaw board opened
the Festival Theatre in 1973,
I was running the Niagara
Institute as well as being
Tom’s neighbour and friend.
We spoke frequently of the
town, its growing attractive-
ness as well as the meaning
of “festival.”

We concluded that while
Shaw was a centre-piece,
there were other commu-
nity assets that could be
employed, expanding the

extent of “festival” further.
Performing arts would be
one foundation, visual arts a
second and music a third.

We also thought of loca-
tions and leaders to drive
this vision forward. Rand-
wood (which we had com-
bined with the neighbouring
Rand family property into a
13-acre parcel), operating as
a leadership centre, had an
important history and could
also become a focus for the
visual arts — we displayed,
for openers, a collection
of 23 paintings, several of
them famous, owned by the
Ontario Society of Artists.

Music could also be cen-
tered there as well as else-
where, certain churches and
schools representing strong
possibilities. A gathering
place on the Commons
might also be cultivated
for certain limited outdoor
events.

Thus “the festival,”
wrapped in a blanket of

history and culture, could
become a community-wide
concept.

Since then, many such
developments have occurred
in the Old Town and beyond
crafting what I like to refer
as a “creative common.”

The NOTL Museum
continues to grow, the
Pumphouse was formed and
thrives, the Public Library
and Community Centre add
enormous value, Music Ni-
agara and other significant
musical series have taken
shape.

Shaw’s soon-to-be-opened
Artists Centre will provide
yet another venue. And sev-
eral other notable initiatives
have also been added to
our performing, visual and
musical mosaic. Niagara-
on-the-Lake might now be
considered a “festival.”

One missing element
that’s obvious is the Rand-
wood Estate, being pitched
by its developer-owner as

a gated community. An
unwanted first, it would
become off-limits to all
except those who book at
the related hotel or buy a
neighbouring residence.

Like many others, there is
much I oppose in such a de-
velopment. If it is approved,
my lament, in particular,
will be the ignorance it
represents of an important
piece of the town’s history,
of large estates and the
founder-owners who helped
shape our past, an amputa-
tion from our community’s
legacy.

There are better (and
still profitable) uses of that
property that would also
celebrate its historic place-
ment among us. Randwood
should be available to the
public for reasonable access.

Hopefully such an
outcome will ultimately
emerge.

Terry Mactaggart
NOTL

estate winery

konzelmann

NeVeEATED TASTINGS

Enjoy our refreshed seated tasting experience in our br and new tasting hall,

with exible ways to enjoy our wines.

ONLY $15/PERSON

Visit konzelmann.ca for details.
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Where is the cap on short-ter

Brian Marshall
Columnist

This past Sunday, I at-
tended a small meeting of
folks who had deep roots
in this town. Some folks
were “lifers” — born and
raised here with family that
reached back generations
— while others had only
a mere 50 or so years of
residency.

Then there was me who,
although having been a
regular visitor to Niagara
since the 1960s, didn’t put
full-time “skin in the game’
and move to NOTL until 12
years ago. I was a tyro in
this mix.

While not one of the folks
in that meeting condescend-
ed to my comparatively
recent relocation into the
community, my “come-
from-away” origin or lack
of boots on the ground
knowledge of NOTL’s
historic streetscape evolu-
tion and when their casual

s

references to past owners
of historic buildings clearly
left me somewhat lost.
Without judgement, they
generously educated me.

What these folks all have
in common is something
I share: a fundamental
commitment to preserve
and maintain the unique
community and historic
built character of Niagara-
on-the-Lake.

While the meeting visited
several important topics,
there was one item which
in retrospect I realized this
column has not addressed
over the last eight years: the
“hollowing out” of residen-
tial neighbourhoods.

Generally speaking,
this phenomenon can be
defined as the decline of
an area caused by the loss
of permanent residents and
local-serving businesses
resulting in neighbourhoods
that may look intact on the
surface, but actually lack
the economic and social
cohesiveness necessary
to maintain a healthy and
vibrant community.

Although there are several
socioeconomic drivers that
contribute to “hollowing
out” — consider how few
of the businesses on Queen
Street are primarily oriented
to servicing the needs of
NOTL’s resident population
— this columnist lacks the
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Does NOTL have more vacation rentals than a small town
needs? Brian Marshall says it's time for a cull. FILE

space to examine them all.

So, for now, let’s visit the
issue of short-term rentals.

Professor David Wachs-
muth of McGill University
led an ongoing study on
the impacts of short-term
rentals on Canadian hous-
ing that received the 2020
CMHC President’s Medal
for Outstanding Housing
Research.

This research identified
that short-term rentals was
one primary causes for the
shift, commonly referred to
as the “financialization of
housing,” toward treating
housing as a commod-
ity — a vehicle for wealth
generation and investment
— rather than a basic right
resulting in social benefits.

It also captured the finan-
cial incentives of short-term
rentals vis-a-vis the impact
on housing which lead to
long-term rentals being con-
verted into short-term ones.

Amongst other negative
fallouts, the short-term
rental study findings suggest
this trend has resulted in
upward pressure on housing
prices (purchase and rental)
due to a loss of long term
residential stock. In fact,
the research at that time
identified that over 31,000
long-term dwellings in
Canada had been lost to the
short-term rental market.

Further, that this move-
ment to short-term rental
conversion was growing
notably faster in small

towns like NOTL than in
larger cities.

In 2022, this newspaper
reported that over 10 per
cent of all homes in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake’s Old Town
were engaged in the short
term rental market (“Short-
term rentals consume 10 per
cent of Old Town homes,”
March 17,2022) and there
were 290 licensed short-
term rentals across the
entire town.

It’s fascinating that,
while NOTL has removed
the temporary cap (over 10
per cent) for the number of
licensed short-term rentals
and opened the floodgates,
the city of Portland, Maine
(population 69,568) was so
fundamentally concerned
with the ongoing viability
of its urban neighbour-
hoods that its instituted a
permanent cap set at 1.5
per cent of the city’s rental
stock or 290 short-term
rentals units for all of
2024.

Ironic that NOTL, at
about a quarter of the
population of Portland,
should have identical total
(2022 vs. 2024) numbers for
licensed short-term rentals.

Based on my research (I
may serve to be corrected
with 2026 numbers), Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake has roughly
840-long term rental units.
And, if Portland’s “crisis

m rentals n NOTL?

point” to preserve neigh-
bourhood viability and
character was applied to our
town, the short-term rental
licences would be virtually
non-existent.

That said, I am completely
supportive of the historical
tradition of cottage rentals
in Niagara-on-the-Lake,
which has a long and storied
history in our town. In fact,
the ongoing existence of
the Chautauqua neighbour-
hood is arguably due to over
100 years of vacation rental
revenues paid back to the
property owners.

So, I cannot argue with
a “made in NOTL” solu-
tion. However, there must
be strict parameters, bylaws
and enforcement undertak-
ings applied to the short-
term rental theatre.

Make it clear, proscrip-
tive, defined and enforce-
able. Anything less would
be an abrogation of the
overwhelming community’s
charge to safeguard our
town’s character into the
future.

Stay tuned next week
when we’ll delve into the
challenges of preserving
community against hollow-
ing out further.

Brian Marshall is a
NOTL realtor, author and
expert consultant on archi-
tectural design, restoration
and heritage.

Darcy Price CPA
Professional
Corporation

1627 Niagara Stone Rd., Unit B2, Virgil
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Constant conflicts of interest befuddle me

ROSS'S RAMBLINGS

Ross Robinson
Columnist

Constant conflict-of-inter-
est situations befuddle me

At the risk of confirming
my confusion around the
many conflict-of-interest
situations in the news lately,
I will ramble into a subject
area that is admittedly fairly
foreign to me.

At all levels of govern-
ment, it seems more and
more elected officials
are declaring conflicts of
interest, often “out of an
abundance of caution.”

But isn’t there an inherent
tension here?

In our democratic system,
we elect people to represent
us at the municipal, region-
al, provincial and national
levels. We encourage people
to get involved, to bring
their experience and exper-
tise to public service.

As my wise mother from
Cochrane would often say,

T

Our locally elected officials do what they can to benefit the
majority of people — only in a few cases are they acting
maliciously, says Ross Robinson. But get out and vote.

“If you don’t get involved,
you have exactly no right to
complain.”

That life lesson has en-
couraged me to participate
in controversial issues from
time to time. Another les-
son learned long ago was,
“What is popular is not al-
ways right, and what is right
is not always popular.”

It takes courage to go
against the majority, to
row against the current and
to vote against the mob.
Often, it is years before true
wisdom is understood and
acknowledged.

For a great and educa-
tional, almost life-altering
book, read Profiles in Cour-
age by John F. Kennedy.

Written in 1956, it tells the
stories of people who were
ridiculed for their positions
but later proven right.

During election cam-
paigns, voters consider
many factors: candidates’
backgrounds, experience,
education, platform prom-
ises and, sometimes, simply
their vibe.

Many candidates bring
expertise from particular
fields. And this is often
where conflict-of-interest
issues arise.

Recently, a Toronto coun-
cillor declared a conflict be-
cause his spouse was a high
school teacher and council
was discussing the location
of a new school. Last year,

a respected farmer near
Welland declared a conflict
regarding a proposed irriga-
tion project because it could
directly benefit his land.

I understand the reason-
ing. But I also find it puz-
zling.

How do we balance
avoiding conflicts of inter-
est with making use of the
knowledge and experience
elected officials bring to the
table? The very people best
equipped to understand an
issue are often the ones who
step away from the discus-
sion.

Just when we could all
benefit from their exper-
tise, they raise a hand and
declare a conflict.

It’s getting late and I am
on deadline, so let me wrap
this Ross’s Ramblings up.

I think we are fortunate
to have strong democratic
institutions in Canada. In
the vast majority of cases,
our elected representatives
do their best to make deci-
sions that benefit the great-
est number of people. Only
rarely is there even a hint of
malfeasance.

Take a moment to thank
a politician. Local elections
are only a few months away.

Be sure to exercise your
right to vote in this great
town. Be thankful you are a
Canadian. And a NOTLer.

LEBRATE

OUR GRADS!

Send us your photos with full names,
grades and schools and we’ll run
them in our June 25 edition!

Send to editor@niagaranow.com
Grads can be kindergarten, Grade 8,
high school or college/university.

- The

L ake Report
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LAWYERS ——
WILLS & ESTATES

PLAN TODAY. PROTECT TOMORROW.
Compassionate, practical legal services for
wills, powers of attorney, and estate administration.

905.641.2633

andrew@stewartlpc.ca

1501 Niagara Stone Rd, Unit 7,
Virgil, ON LOS 1TO

Andrgw Stewart,

THIS FATHER'S DAY

GET TESTED -

Talk to your doctor about
Prostate Cancer. It could
save your life!

fct MPP WAYNE GATES

7~ WGates-CO@ndp.on.ca
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Across

1. Disreputable (6)

5. Fraught with danger (8)

9. Like most lunch breaks (4-4)

10. Longtime Zimbabwean leader (6)
11. Sticky snares (4)

12. Sparsely distributed amount (10)
13. She saw deserts ranged below (10)
17. Imperial field measure (4)

18. In the proper manner (4)

19. Group who stick it to the ball (6,4)
20. Grandstanders (10)

24. Eliot’s were practical (4)

26. Landing places (6)

27. Develops and utilizes (8)

28. Character sketches (8)

29. Raised the roof (6)

Down

2. Residence (5)

3. Sheers off (5,4)

4. Often bought with emulsion (5)

5. Communicator before texts and
smartphones (5)

6. Recall past experiences (9)

7. Within the rules (5)

8. Inner city, perhaps (5,4)

14. Like Gabriel, for example (9)

15. Dry run (9)

16. And so on (3)

17. Scholar to sort out where to learn
to paint (3,6)

21. Bluff (5)

22. Bakers? (5)

23. Mawkish (5)

25. Right of ownership (5)
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RE/MAX TEAM
IN CANADA!

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto — not just in town.
T NIAGARAON-THE-LAKE

|

HOME EVALUATION

905-641-0308
16 MILLS LANE 19 OAKLEY DRIVE — 8 FIRELANE 14D.ROAD

2+1BED » 3 BATH + 1,703 SQ. FT. CALL TO DAY! 2 BED * 3BATH + 1,615 SQ. FT. 2+1BED * 3 BATH - 1,500 SQ. FT.

$1,174,900 $1,198,900 $1,249,900

Call the brand that gets your home [NOTICED!

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.
905-641-0308 - Sold@GolfiTeam.com - www.GolfiTeam.com

SCAN FOR A FREE

HOME EVALUATION *Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. fConditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated.
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FEATURED

| EXPLORING HISTORY

WITH NOTL MUSEUM

1934 Camp Niagara soccer champs

Before there were professional leagues and stadiums packed with FIFA World Cup fans,
football (or soccer, as it is known in North America) was a popular game in the military,
used to build physical fitness, encourage teamwork and boost morale. It should come as
no surprise, then, that the sport was played in Niagara-on-the-Lake by soldiers training
here during the First World War and beyond. During the war, the YMCA sponsored a va-
riety of sporting events, including football matches. Rivalries between battalions at Camp
Niagara could be intense. In 1916, the 134th Battalion defeated the 169th Battalion in a
much-anticipated match. Following their victory, members of the 134th paraded through
the 169th’s camp, accompanied by a brass band, enthusiastically celebrating their triumph
at the expense of their rivals. Fortunately for the defeated 169th, the victorious 134th was
shipped off to Camp Borden the very next day, bringing the celebrations to an abrupt end.
Football continued to be played at Camp Niagara after the war, and in 1934, D Company
of the Royal Canadian Regiment was proclaimed champion of that summer’s competition.
As Canada welcomes the world’s attention during the 2026 FIFA World Cup, the cycle of
victory and defeat will once again play out in full force — joy for some, heartbreak for
others and celebrations that may occasionally be a little louder than strictly necessary.

DR. BR#“WN

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

C. S. Lewis, the author of
the Chronicles of Nar-
nia series, suggested that
we are the product of the
choices we make in life. We
all make mistakes in our
choices from time to time,
but Lewis and others since,
suggest that the aggregate of
our choices in life, whether
for good or ill, shape who
we become.

One example of which
was picked up by brother
David Vryhof in one of his
homilies. Vryhof is an epis-
copal monk in the Society
for St. John the Evangelist
in Boston. He and his fel-
low monks counsel visitors
to the monastery, students
attending nearby universi-
ties, community members,
prisoners, the ill and others
with a variety of needs.

To illustrate the cumula-
tive effect of bad or good
decisions, Vryhof recounted
the Biblical story of the
wayward son, who brought
up in a home of wealth
and privilege, was eager
to strike out on his own
and asked his father for his
inheritance to take with
him. His father, worried
about what might happen to
such an impulsive inexperi-
enced young man, nonthe-
less granted his son’s wish
to make his own choices,
despite reservations.

What followed were a

series of bad choices by the
son who squandered his
inheritance by wasting it on
a lavish style of anything
goes and like-minded com-
panions, only too happy to
help him waste his money.
The result over a long series
of bad choices was that
eventually he lost every-
thing including his fly-by-
night friends and eventually
was reduced to working in a
pigsty for pittance, if that.

Eventually he came to his
senses and began to make
better decisions: the most
important was to return
home, whatever penalties
he might pay in rank, influ-
ence and recompense. To
his surprise, his father spot-
ted him far off, ran to him
with open arms, embraced
and loved him, and lavished
new clothes, shoes and a
ring on him.

What made matters far
worse for the older brother
who stayed home and toed
the line, was that his father
threw a great party to
celebrate his younger son’s
return. Not surprisingly, the
stay-at-home son’s nose was
out of joint with indignant
jealousy. Why wasn’t his
brother punished for his
stupidity and wilfulness?

The lesson Vryhof drove
home is that we get in to
trouble through a series of
bad choices and we get out
of trouble by beginning to
make better choices. Which
makes sense but isn’t the
whole story, is it?

Many choices we make
are not choices we are free
to make. That’s the case in
infancy, and early childhood
when our brains soak up
language, behavioral and
cultural norms from their
family and in later years
from peers, teachers and
other influence-makers,

The paths we choose may
not be as much our choice
as we like to think.

who shape the opinions and
mindsets of children, often
for a lifetime, and whose
choices are made in the
context of those acquired
biases and influences.
Imagine for a moment
what must be happening
in trouble spots like Israel,
the Gaza strip, Lebanon,
Ukraine and Sudan these
days to the young brought
up in the midst of terror,
loss or wounding of family
and community members,
the survivors of which
children will be poisoned
for life against those who
caused the death or wound-

ing of those dearest to them.

Past conflicts create and
feed future conflicts in a vi-
cious cycle of blamings for
wrongs in the past. That’s
been the history of Europe,
and certainly the Middle
East for millennia. And
look where we’re at now.
Future conflicts are breed-
ing now because of what
happened in the past and
continues in the present and
will be bitterly remembered
in the future. The human
flaw is that as a species we
are intensely tribalistic.

Witness the opposition to
those of differing colour,
race, ethnicity and culture.

What else explains border
crises, racial violence and
the rise of the far-right in
the politics of much of Eu-
rope, the U.S. and so many
other places in the world
where those perceived as
different are seen as foreign,
“not us,” and hence kept at
border’s length or if within
borders, may be subjected
to continued prejudice and
violence?

Humans possess brains
capable of solving the great-
est mysteries in the universe
and our own evolutionary
history yet fail time and
time again to solve the
pernicious problem posed
by tribalism.

Tribalism may have
worked in small early
groups distant from other
groups but fails when it
comes to regional or na-
tional groups with differing
stories, histories, beliefs and
cultures, especially when
they compete for scarce
resources and power.

To return to Vryhof, while
its probably true that we
sometimes get in and out of
trouble by a series of incre-
mental bad or good choices,
the tilt of those choices is
often shaped by what was
impressed on us by the cul-
tures and beliefs to which
we were exposed when we
were young, and which to-
gether with accrued experi-
ences, continue to shape our
day-to-day choices — for
better or worse.

In that sense, freedom
of choice, as suggested by
Carlo Rovelli and Edward
O. Wilson, is an illusion.

Dr. William Brown is
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the
InfoHealth series at the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library.

Obituary

Miriam Mott

MOTT, Miriam Dolores
(nee Smith) —

Dec. 10, 1937 — June 11,
2026

With deep sadness, we
announce the passing of
Miriam Mott, on Thursday,
June 11, 2026, at the Greater
Niagara General Hospital
after struggling with
dementia. She was 88.

Born in St. Catharines, Miriam was predeceased by her
husband, Philip (1991), her parents, Robert and Vera Smith
(nee Ettles), and her brother, Gary (Penny) Smith. She will
be greatly missed and remembered by her daughter Jennifer
(partner Paul), and grandchildren Jacob and Isaac, as well
as her sister-in-law, cousins, nieces and nephews, and
extended family.

Miriam had a distinguished career teaching primary
grades within the District School Board of Niagara often
recognized and stopped by former students fondly sharing
classroom memories long after her retirement. A home
body at heart Miriam pursued her love of gardening and
wildlife watching nestled on her acreage in Niagara-on-
the-Lake. She actively studied Scripture surrounded by
her furry companions and gave every possible moment to
teaching and supporting her much loved grandchildren.

Visitation will take place on Friday, June 19 from 10 to
11a.m. at Hulse & English Funeral Home & Chapel, 75
Church St., St. Catharines followed by the funeral service
in the Chapel at 11 a.m. Reception to follow. Interment
following the reception at McNab Cemetery in Niagara-on-
the-Lake.

Donations in lieu of flowers may be made to the Lewy
Body Dementia Research Fund through the University of
Western Ontario (canadianlbdinfo.ca) or Youth for Christ
(yfcstcatharines.com)

Online tributes may be made at hulseandenglish.com.

Euury Ditnit Pememiered | Dignity"

Classifieds

HUGE BOOK SALE

Saturday, June 20 | 8 a.m. to noon | 609 Simcoe St.

All types of mysteries, including vintage and Canadian,
history, assorted fiction and non-fiction

Cash only. Most books $3.

Email megan@niagaranow.com to book a classified ad.
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NOTLer named one of Nlagara s top business leaders under 44

Zahraa Hmood
The Lake Report

Life is busier than ever
these days in this part of
the province, but for Felicia
Izaguirre Werner, the hustle
and bustle of Niagara is a
welcome sign of how much
the place she’s from has
grown.

The Niagara-on-the-Lake
resident lived outside the
country for 15 years, getting
her bachelor’s degree at the
University of Texas at Aus-
tin in the United States, then
her MBA at the University
of East London in London,
U.K., where she would
proceed to spend the next
decade, working in several
leadership roles.

Now, back in Niagara for
nearly three years, she said
she’s come to appreciate
how lively the area is. some-
thing she took for granted
when she was younger.

“I didn’t give it much
credit before I left,” she
said. “Seeing the amount of
growth and investment that
is happening here is really,
really exciting.”

Werner is also playing
her part in its growth. She’s
working at the University
of Niagara Falls Canada

as its executive director of
community and alumni en-
gagement, connecting with
people outside the univer-
sity as a representative of it,
creating partnerships and
helping out graduates.

For her work, she’s been
recognized this year as one
of the region’s most promi-
nent business leaders: she
was honoured at the Niagara
40 Under Forty Business
Achivement Awards in late
May, placing on the list
of the 40 business leaders
under the age of 40 and tak-
ing home the Best In Class
award, the top prize.

“It’s such a big honour to
even be mentioned among
any of those individuals,”
she said. “With all of the
exciting things that are hap-
pening Niagara, all of the
young leaders that are start-
ing to come back into Ni-
agara, to be amongst them
was a massive honour.”

Werner started working
at the University of Niagara
Falls Canada in early 2024
in her current role. The
university is newly estab-
lished, opening its doors to
students in April 2024.

Before that, she spent two
and a half years as the head
of international recruit-

Felicia Izaguirre Werner poses with her awards after being named Best in Class at the Niagara
40 Under Forty Business Achievement Awards in May. The NOTL resident and executive

director of community and alumni engagement at the University of Niagara Falls Canada was
recognized for her leadership and contributions to the region’s business community. SUPPLIED

ment at the University fo
East London, where she
received her MBA in inter-
national finance in 2014.
“Working and living

Signh up at ontario.ca/OntarioCorps

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

there, I loved it, but all of
a sudden, I started missing
too many Thanksgivings
and some of the smaller
holidays,” she said. “Ni-

agara pulled me back.”

In 2023, she moved back
home and, for about half
a year, put some distance
between herself and her

career, before re-entering
the workforce in 2024.
That’s when the opportu-
nity to join the University
of Niagara Falls Canada
landed in her lap.

That summer, she bought
a home in Niagara-on-the-
Lake, where her grandmoth-
er grew up and where her
mother lives.

“It’s really become one of
my homes,” she said.

As a resident, she enjoys
walking through the down-
town core while enjoying a
cup of coffee, checking out
some of what’s happening
in town along the way (she
noted the Peach Festival in
August is one of her favou-
rite yearly events).

She says Niagara, includ-
ing Niagara-on-the-Lake,
is at a point where it’s
future could look like a
multitude of things. To her,
being able to share NOTL
with tourists while also
enjoying it as a resident
makes her happy.

“There’s a lot of opportu-
nities. I think as long as we
keep moving forward, there’s
always going to be a looking
at the balance of things, but
really appreciating the town
for all that it is.”

zahraa@niagaranow.com

Ontario @
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CALL ANGELIKA =SO[L
CALL OR TEXT (289) 214-4394

L MULTIPLE o
= OFFERS! [

e S

RELANE 12A ROAD

7463 BELL SCHOOL LINE 6 FIREL
LISTED AT $2,895,000 LISTED AT $2,699,000

Y FREE HOME EVALUATION! Y
CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!

TOP RATED AGENTIN
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT

iagara on the [:ake Real Estal';e Agent
REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD Angelika Zammit

496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NIJAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE p
H ME

'
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKETEAM ' @
Bringing GTA Buyers to Niagara-On-The-Lake & ASSOCIATES

#1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTA FOR LUXURY REAL ESTATE

10 YEARS** *BASED ON REVIEWS FROM RATE-MY-AGENT.COM, A TRIPLE VERIFIED REVIEW PLATFORM
**TRREB JAN. 1, 2013 TO DEC. 31,2022, COMBINED UNITS SOLD.
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OUR TOWN HAS A REAL ESTATE MARKET

THAT IS IN A LEAGUE OF ITS OWN

Over the past few months, I've shared a few
personal stories in these pages—from realizing
it was probably time for a new headshot to the
experience of selling my own home here in
Niagara-on-the-Lake. Maybe someday I'll share
how my son and | attended Game 7 of the World
Series last November. There's a lot | could say
about that.

This week, however, | thought I'd share my
thoughts on the current state of our local
real estate market.

From my perspective, Niagara-on-the-Lake
remains very much a tale of two markets.
Buyers have more choice than they've had
in years and are taking their time, yet well-
priced, well-presented homes continue to
attract strong interest and, in some cases,
multiple offers.

Inventory is unquestionably higher than we've
seen in recent years. Interestingly, this has also
been the busiest spring of my career in terms
of completed sales, yet | currently have more
listings than I've ever carried at one time. That
tells me transactions are happening, but new
inventory is entering the market just as quickly.

What I'm seeing is a market that has largely
adjusted to reality. The uncertainty that
dominated the past few years has given
way to a more measured approach from
both buyers and sellers. Buyers are no
longer waiting for the “perfect” interest rate,
and sellers are beginning to understand
that pricing based on yesterday's market

is rarely a successful strategy in today'’s
environment.

1 don't believe we're seeing a broad rebound
in prices yet, but | also don’t see evidence
of a significant further decline. In many
segments, prices appear to be stabilizing
after the correction we've experienced over
the past few years. Buyers have become

more comfortable with today’s interest rates
and have largely accepted that waiting for
dramatically lower rates may not be the
winning strategy many once hoped for.

For sellers, pricing remains everything.
The days of testing the market with an
aspirational price are largely behind us.
Homes that hit the market at the right price
generate activity quickly, while overpriced
listings often sit and become stale.

For buyers, this is arguably the most
favourable environment we've seen in years.
There is selection, negotiating power, and
far less pressure than during the frenzy of
2020 and 2021. Buyers who find the right
home and plan to stay for the long term
should feel confident acting when the right
opportunity presents itself.

Looking ahead, barring any major economic
shocks, | expect a relatively balanced
market through the remainder of the year.
Activity should continue, but success for
both buyers and sellers will depend on
realistic expectations, proper pricing, and
strong local market knowledge.

After nearly 20 years and more than 1,000
homes sold, I've learned that markets
change, but Niagara-on-the-Lake doesn't.
People still want to live here, retire here,
invest here, and raise their families here.
That's why, despite the challenges and
uncertainty, | remain optimistic about where
our market goes from here.

I'm also optimistic about the Maple Leafs this year.
I know, | know, some habits are hard to break.

Ifyou'd like a complimentary home evaluation or
simply want to discuss the market, give me a call.

With gratitude,
Greg Sykes
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27 0AK, NIAGARA ONTHELAKE = ASKING 3995 000

FBEE HOME E VIILUIITION

CALL OR TEXT GREG
DIRECT

611 VICTORIA, NIRGARA ON THE LAKE = AskiNG $1,095,000

905.329.3484




