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olves howl at Winter Classic
Parents and volunteers help make annual tournament another success

Corey Patey carries a load
of icewine grapes.

Students
brave cold
for icewine
harvest

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

It’s 7:30 a.m. on a Friday.
Niagara-on-the-Lake was
just hit with a huge snow-
storm the day before, but
on this day, the weather is
calm, sitting at around -11 C
with a light wind.

The sun is rising over

Niagara College’s teaching NOTL Wolves goalie Colton Ferguson stops a Lucan Irish player on a breakaway during the Winter Classic U9 Tournament that took place at
winery, where dozens of the Meridian Credit Union arena in Virgil over the weekend. The Wolves defeated Lucan 2-0 but didn't make the finals. DAVE VAN DE LAAR
students are huddled among
the Vineyards’ readying for Andrew Hawlitzky | The Lake Report
their first harvest of the
year. arent volunteer Dylan When the NOTL Wolves U9 volunteers behind the scenes parents and the parents trust the
They’ll be picking frozen Skubel wore several head coach wasn’t busy leading is essential for keeping the process and trust your judgment
Vidal grapes that, through hats last weekend as the team, he was working tourney on track. on the ice,” said Skubel.
an elaborate process of Niagara-on-the-Lake  the barbecue, raising money “Having great parents on the For the U9 age group, this is a
pressing, fermentation and minor hockey hosted  to help keep the tournament team makes the coach’s job a developmental season, focused
aging, will be made into its annual Winter Classic U9 running smoothly. lot easier and you’re not having
Tournament. The work of parents and to deal with any issues with the Continued on Page 10
Continued on Page 5

NOTL s $13M behind on infrastructure spending: Report

Paige Seburn er municipal infrastructure,  town would need to spend town’s municipal infrastruc-  asset condition and lifecycle

Local Journalism Initiative with a new plan identifying  about $22.3 million a year ture at about $1.07 billion costs, providing a frame-

The Lake Report that the town is $13 million  to maintain infrastructure at ~— a measure of what it work to support long-term
short on funding annually. current service levels but is would cost to rebuild roads,  planning.

The Town of Niagara-on- The draft 2024 asset currently funding about $9.2  pipes, buildings and other The plan does not approve
the-Lake is currently not management plan, pre- million annually. assets today. any tax or rate increases,
spending enough to main- sented to council at a Jan. The plan also puts the It outlines the town’s
tain its roads, pipes and oth- 13 workshop, estimates the replacement value of the inventory of infrastructure, Continued on Page 2
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Infrastructure spending shortfall is not unusual: Expert

Continued from Front Page

but is intended to inform
future budget discussions
and investment decisions.

In an email, town com-
munications co-ordinator
Marah Minor said the
town’s last asset manage-
ment plan was completed in
2015.

“Since then, the town
has continued to advance
its asset management
practices,” Minor said,
adding that an asset
management co-ordinator
was hired to support the
updated plan and ensure
asset data remains “cur-
rent, accurate and aligned
with long-term infrastruc-
ture planning and service
delivery.”

The presentation was
delivered by asset man-
agement adviser Marisa
Banuelos-Spencer of PSD
Citywide Inc., who said
the town’s situation is not
unusual.

“Municipalities across the
province are generally, for
the most part, in a similar
struggle,” she said.

The plan is based on close
to 32,000 individual assets,
including roads, bridges,

22 ANNMARIE DRIVE

water and wastewater sys-
tems, stormwater infrastruc-
ture, buildings, vehicles and
equipment. As of the end of
2024, 79 per cent of assets
were rated in fair condition
or better.

The funding gap, the plan
notes, is driven by a combi-
nation of aging infrastruc-
ture, rising construction
costs, lower-than-required
reinvestment levels and
climate-related impacts that
are accelerating deteriora-
tion — particularly for
roads and stormwater
systems.

Coun. Gary Burroughs
raised concerns about gaps
in asset condition assess-
ments, particularly related
to stormwater infrastruc-
ture, and questioned wheth-
er recent road deterioration
caused by harsh winter
conditions is fully reflected
in the data.

“We’re having stormwater
issues throughout the mu-
nicipality,” he said. “So that
doesn’t show up in this kind
of study.”

Banuelos-Spencer said as-
set conditions are projected
forward using deterioration
curves, which estimate how
infrastructure declines over

Asset management adviser Marisa Banuelos-Spencer
outlines the growing cost of maintaining NOTL's
infrastructure as council gets its first look at a new asset
management plan Jan. 13. PAIGE SEBURN

time based on the most
recent inspections.

She said portions of
the stormwater network
have been assessed using
closed-circuit television
inspections, with coverage
expanding annually as part
of ongoing asset manage-
ment requirements.

She said the issues Bur-
roughs raised may relate
more to system capacity
than asset condition, which

343 MERRITT STREET

would require separate
design work to identify.

Town staff acknowledged
some increased road dete-
rioration this winter but said
affected roads were already
identified for replacement or
resurfacing in coming years,
consistent with condition
assessments.

Burroughs also pushed
back on a recommendation
directing staff to use the
plan’s suggested funding

4 PARADISE GROVE

increases as guidance for
future budgets.

“We haven’t got the
information from other
municipalities yet,” he said,
noting that municipalities
across Ontario are prepar-
ing asset management plans
under the same provincial
requirements.

“There’s over 400 munici-
palities in Ontario that are
all doing the same thing. Do
we have a comparison of
their status?” he asked.

Banuelos-Spencer said no
province-wide comparison
is publicly available, but
based on her experience
working with municipali-
ties across Ontario, NOTL’s
position is not atypical.

Coun. Sandra O’Connor
also called for broader con-
text as council reviewed the
draft plan, saying compari-
sons with similar munici-
palities would help guide
future decision-making and
could be explored in future
phases of the plan.

Banuelos-Spencer said
those questions would be
addressed in a future phase
of the plan.

O’Connor also stressed
the importance of clarity
around what council would

— and would not — be
approving.

“I want to make sure that
if we do approve this, that
we are not tying ourselves
into a specific increase of
percentages,” she said.

Staff confirmed the fund-
ing figures outlined in the
plan are recommended in
principle only and would
still require council approval
through next year’s budget.

O’Connor further noted
that infrastructure funding
pressures are not unique to
NOTL but are being felt by
municipalities across the
province and country and
said it would be helpful for
that context to be acknowl-
edged in the plan.

Banuelos-Spencer agreed
and said that context will be
considered going forward:
“This is a challenge across
the country,” she said.

O’Connor also asked
how leased vehicles are
treated in the plan and
said future asset planning
should consider natural as-
sets not currently captured.
Banuelos-Spencer said the
plan includes only vehicles
owned by the municipality,
not leased ones.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com
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Niagara River — on the rocks

In case you haven't
noticed, we're having

a particularly cold

winter this year (at

least, compared to last
year). At the mouth of
the Niagara River, ice
forms and floats on the
water on Jan. 20. Expect
temperatures to hit a low
of -16 C this weekend.
DAVE VAN DE LAAR

$82K provincial grant buys new fire gear

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Firefighters’ bunker gear
is designed to protect them
in emergencies — but after
a fire, that same equipment
can carry cancer-causing
contaminants, making access
to clean backup gear critical.

Niagara-on-the-Lake Fire
and Emergency Services
will receive an $82,000
provincial grant to purchase
second sets of bunker gear
for firefighters so they can
remain available while con-
taminated equipment goes
through its lengthy wash-
and-dry process.

The fire department
received the funding after
applying for the Fire Pro-
tection Grant, a $30-mil-
lion program the Ontario
government introduced in
2024 to help fire depart-
ments reduce cancer risks
for firefighters.

Fire Chief Jay Plato said
100 per cent of the money
will be used to purchase 24
additional sets of bunker gear.

Plato said the department
learned about the grant
through the application
process administered by the
Office of the Fire Marshal
under the Ministry of the
Solicitor General.

He said the fire marshal’s
office provided suggested
funding thresholds and
after assessing the town’s
bunker gear needs at about
$82,000, the department
applied for that amount and
was approved.

Andre Thurairatnam, a
spokesperson for the office,
said the Ontario government
is committed to firefighter
health and safety and intro-
duced the grant to support
firefighter cancer preven-
tion. Grant amounts were
based on the number of
active fire stations, he said.

“Funding amounts were
based on the total number
of active fire stations in each

After a fire, bunker gear can be contaminated with cancer-
causing substances. NOTL firefighters are getting second
sets through a provincial grant to remain available while

contaminated gear is cleaned. SUPPLIED

municipality who were ap-
proved for grant funding,”
said Thurairatnam. “This
approach ensures a fair and
consistent distribution of
funding across the province.”

All 380 eligible Ontario
municipalities applied and
were approved for funding
in the 2025-26 grant year,
he said, and municipalities
with one active fire station
received approximately
$16,000, with the amount
increasing per active fire
station.

Marah Minor, the town’s
communications co-ordina-
tor, says the town received
notice that the grant applica-
tion was approved, but hasn’t
received the funds yet.

Plato said the additional
gear is key to reducing re-
peated exposure to cancer-
causing contaminants after
fires.

“After a fire, bunker gear
— like the coats and pants
that firefighters wear, even
everything, gloves, hats,
helmet, everything — are
contaminated,” Plato said.
“They’re contaminated with
carcinogen.”

Properly cleaning that
gear takes time, Plato said.
Moving bunker gear through
a full wash-and-dry cycle
can take up to eight hours.

“So, what the extra gear
does is it ensures that all of
our firefighters are able to
still be responsive,” he said.
“But at the same time, it
provides the backup.”

Each full set of bunker
gear now costs roughly
$3,500, Plato said, and the
grant helps round out a
council-approved initiative
launched a few years ago
to provide firefighters with
second sets of gear.

Thurairatnam said the
program supports cancer
prevention by funding mea-
sures — such as equipment
replacement or backups
— to reduce exposure to
hazardous contaminants.

He noted contaminated
protective equipment
can expose firefighters to
hazardous biological and
chemical substances and
reduce its effectiveness.

“Firefighters die of cancer
at a rate up to four times
higher than the general
population,” he said. “On
average, 50 to 60 firefight-
ers die of cancer yearly in
Canada — and half of those
are from Ontario.”

Beyond second sets of
bunker gear, Plato said the
department has made other
investments to reduce expo-
sure risks, including install-
ing large extractor washers
at each station, direct-cap-
ture exhaust systems for fire
trucks and providing shower
facilities so firefighters can
clean up after incidents.

“We’ve made some good
investments,” he said.

“Cancer prevention
within the fire service is
huge,” said Plato. “There’s a
number of things that we’re

doing, ensuring to keep
cancer prevention on the top
of mind and then trying to
do it for our folks.”

Plato said cancer preven-
tion has become a growing
focus provincially, too.

“There’s probably been
more focus within the last
10 years,” he said, adding
“it’s always been something
that’s been known within
the fire service.”

“Provincially, it’s become
more of a focus and a topic
that people are chatting
about,” said Plato.

“Just even in the last cou-
ple years,” he said, pointing
to “a couple new cancers”
being added to an updated
prescribed cancer list.

Plato said protecting vol-
unteers is especially impor-
tant in a community-based
department like NOTL’s,
where firefighters serve out
of commitment rather than
compensation.

“People are signing up
to become members of our
department — not for the
pay or not for the reasons
that you might become a
firefighter in your profes-
sional career,” he said.

So taking safety seriously
is “the least we can do” for
volunteer firefighters, Plato
said, “to protect them for
the great service that they’re
stepping up and doing.”

In a Jan. 16 news release,
Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
said the grant supports the
town’s priority of protecting
volunteer firefighters.

“On behalf of council, we
are grateful for this provin-
cial investment,” he said.

Chief administrative of-
ficer Nick Ruller said the
funding is an important in-
vestment in firefighter safety.

“Modern, high-quality
bunker gear is a critical line
of defence,” Ruller said.
“This grant directly sup-
ports cancer prevention and
long-term health outcomes
for the team.”

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com
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Icewine Festival draws hundreds of wine seekers

Andrew Hawlitzky
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-Lake
might’ve spent last week-
end digging its way out of
the snowstorm that hit the
region on Thursday, but
come Friday and Satur-
day, hundreds were out on
Queen Street deciding to
embrace the joys that winter
can bring — in this case, its
liquid gold.

The Niagara Icewine
Festival opened its village
in downtown Niagara-on-
the-Lake last weekend,
bringing together wineries
and food vendors for guests
to sample locally made
icewine and food pairings
in one place.

Joanna Merletti travelled
from Grand Island, N.Y., to
Niagara-on-the-Lake for the
Icewine Festival Village,
calling it a welcome outing
after the holidays as visi-
tors sampled icewine along
Queen Street on Jan. 17.

“It’s a great time of year
because there’s nothing else
to do,” said Merletti. “The
holidays are over, and this is
so festive and so nice.”

S _ =

Chilly weather can’t keep these warm smiles away. Mike Fedus and his son, five-year-old

—

Christopher, take in the winter vibes at the Icewine Festival. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

For Niagara Falls
residents Tim and Joanne
Caron, the village offered
a quick way to sample the
region without driving from
winery to winery.

“It’s nice that it’s so local-
ized, and you get a little
taste of everything,” said
Tim Caron.

Leeanne Spelier, Grape
and Wine Festival board
member and winery repre-
sentative from Peller, said
clear weather after a heavy
snowstorm earlier in the
week was favourable for
the festival as more than
200 people entered within
the first hour. Later in the

afternoon, volunteer Sylvia
Kaptein said her entrance
alone processed 500 people
in just one hour.

Spelier said the festival
is also trying to broaden
how people think about
icewine, with cocktails and
other formats that soften its
sweetness.

“Icewine is a sweeter
drink, and some palates
aren’t as friendly to that,
so by diversifying with it, I
think it really helps,” said
Spelier.

Inside the village were
several new additions meant
to make the festival memo-
rable between tastings,
including a new Icewine
Imaginarium, four themed
booths for photos with
brochures inside teaching
people some background on
icewine flavourings, includ-
ing sweet, citrus, honey and
berry.

Spelier said the festival
wanted to expand on how
icewine can be enjoyed by
highlighting some new fea-
tures, like table wine and a
Niagara College beer made
with icewine.

Matt Finn, event manager
for the Niagara Grape and
Wine Festival and unofficial
icewine aficionado, said the
options helped address a
common perception that ice-
wine is meant to be sipped
on its own after dinner.

“We’re the number one
producer of icewine in the
world these days, and not

everybody wants to sip ice
wine on its own,” said Finn.

Festival business develop-
ment manager Tina Myers
emphasized Niagara as a
major global hub for the
icewine industry, and that
while she sees this as an op-
portunity for people to buy
local and support Canadian
businesses, they also wel-
come all visitors.

“Our campaign is more
about ‘glasses up,” said
Myers. “We want to enjoy
with our American partners.
We want them to come and
enjoy.”

Representatives from the
new Foodland on Garrison
Village Road were also at
the festival, giving out free
hot chocolate and letting
the community know about
their upcoming grand open-
ing on Jan. 29. Bakery man-
ager Carrie Corfield said
people from Garrison Vil-
lage are very excited about
the opportunity to have a
walkable grocery store in
their neighbourhood.

The festival continues
next weekend, running Jan.
24 and 25.

andrew@niagaranow.com

Too much tablet time? Library talk offers guidance for parents

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

If you're a parent look-
ing to figure out a way to
manage a young child who
won’t get off their tablet, the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Public
Library has just the right
person for you.

Jackie van Lankfeld has
decades of experience work-
ing with children under five
in settings ranging from
Uganda and Costa Rica to
the Niagara region, where
she lives.

She will speak to parents
about preschoolers and their
interactions with smart-
phones, tablets and other
tech devices at an event
hosted by the library on Jan.
22. The invitation followed
a similar talk she gave to
parents in Pelham/Fonthill
last November.

Van Lankfeld is a
pediatric speech and
language pathologist and
has worked in early literacy
for 20 years. She also
runs her own company,
Expressive Edge, and
said she has worked with
“hundreds” of children
during her career.

She is also a member of
the Canadian Paediatric
Society’s digital task force
on screen time, a role she

Jackie van Lankfeld has made a career working with
children aged 0 to 5. She hopes to help inform parents
about how their young children can operate with screens
during a talk at the NOTL Library on Jan. 22. SUBMITTED

has held since the group
was founded in 2015.

Dr. Robin Williams, a
pediatrician who has also
worked in public health and
knows Van Lankfeld, said
they reviewed the data and
it came to a strong conclu-
sion about screen usage.

“It’s become more evident
that it definitely has an
impact on kids,” she said,
particularly saying that
particularly interferes with
kids’ social interaction and
learning abilities.

Van Lankfeld also said
there’s a remedy, saying
there is an “abundance of
literature out there” show-
ing children learn language
best through face-to-face

interaction with real people.

While she does not view
screens as inherently harm-
ful and noted they can offer
educational, “interactive”
programmes such as “Ses-
ame Street” or “Dora the
Explorer,” she said screen
time for young children
should be limited.

“The research tells us that
... increased screen time is
associated with decreased
cognitive development,
language acquisition, social
emotional health (and)
attention-related difficul-
ties,” she said.

One parent in NOTL,
Christy Vanderloos, told
The Lake Report via the
NOTL 4 All Facebook

group that she believes she’s
seen the consequences of
too much screen time in her
seven-year-old daughter.

“Because of COVID and
working from home, my
daughter was exposed to
more screen time than she
should have. I see the effects
now. Needed glasses by age
six, and several other kids in
her age group at school also
have glasses now,” she said.

“I blame the screens for
that, among other things. I
regret allowing so much use
during that time.”

A systematic review and
meta-analysis on digital
screen time and myopia,
or nearsightedness, was
published last February by
JAMA Network Open, a
medical journal published
by the American Medical
Association.

That review, which ana-
lyzed 45 studies on the sub-
ject, found that the risk of
nearsightedness increased
significantly from one to
four hours of screen time
and then rose more gradu-
ally thereafter.

Williams, who also played
a role in introducing public
smoking regulations to
Niagara, said there were
parallels with the topic of
screen time and smoking,
particularly in terms of
how the data coming in is

pointing to a conclusion that
society has to do something
about something that can
harm people.

In December, Australia
made global headlines when
it became the first country
in the world to ban social
media for users under the
age of 16, including plat-
forms such as Instagram,
TikTok, X (formerly Twit-
ter), Facebook, YouTube and
more.

Williams said efforts to
get screens out of Austra-
lian schools are a positive
development — the coun-
try’s province of Victoria
is looking to introduce a
90-minute screen-time limit
for primary school students.
She also sees it is as poten-
tially positive that Canadian
schools are going more in
that direction.

She said she couldn’t
comment on the age 16 limit
for social media in Australia
because it just came in and
there wasn’t data on it yet.

Van Lankfeld said the
Canadian Paediatric Society
recommends no screen time
for children under two and
less than one hour a day for
children aged three to five.

She said parents should
establish clear guidelines
around screen use, espe-
cially given how prevalent
screens are in daily life.

She added that parents’ own
screen habits matter, noting

she applied those principles

with her two daughters, who
are now adults.

She said the amount
of time parents spend on
screens can reduce the time
available to support their
children’s learning.

“Specifically, for the
under five, I would recom-
mend that they focus on
learning opportunities that
our real life and make sure
they’re modelling and moni-
toring,” she said. “Some
people just really have no
idea how much screen time
they are actually doing.”

Van Lankfeld said she
hopes to provide parents
with strategies to help
children navigate a screen-
heavy world and to ease the
guilt that can come with
monitoring screen use.

Williams said for children
who should be spending
time getting socialized,
there’s no replacement for
an actual human face and
that screens should be done
in moderation.

“I think any way that we
can moderate it, minimize
it is a good thing,” said Wil-
liams.

The event runs from 4 to
5 p.m. Registration is avail-
able at notlpubliclibrary.org.

daniel@niagaranow.com
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Dozens of Niagara College students harvested several boxes of frozen Vidal grapes, which were taken to the college’s
teaching winery for pressing. After fermentation and aging, these grapes will be turned into icewine. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Icewine harvest? Snow problem

Continued from Front Page

icewine, dubbed “liquid
gold” by many in the world
of viticulture.

Being out in the cold early
in the morning might be dif-
ficult for some, but for Dona-
van Gilroy, who left a life of
playing saxophone at Wilfrid
Laurier University behind
to join the college’s wine
and viticultural technician
program, this kind of thing
is what he signed up for.

Gilroy, a first-year stu-
dent, says when he joined
the program, he wanted to
get his “hands dirty” with
practical work. He knew
grape-picking in the cold
was coming and says he was
looking forward to it.

“It’s one of the most
Canadian things there is,”
he says.

Every winter, the same
process unfolds at wineries
across Niagara-on-the-Lake.
This year, some wineries
harvested in December,
while others are still pick-
ing grapes.

This is the 25th year
Niagara College has done
the icewine harvest. In total,
40 students took part in Jan.
16’s harvest.

Most of the students are in
their first or second year of
the winery and viticultural
technician programs, with
a few from the hospitality
program.

“In most cases, it’s their
first time picking icewine,”
says Gavin Robertson, wine

professor at Niagara Col-
lege. Robertson guided his
students through the process
on Friday.

Jamie Slingerland, direc-
tor of viticulture at Pillitteri
Estate Winery, says icewine
harvesting in a professional
vineyard is “not for the faint
of heart.”

“Most icewine harvest
occur in the night as it is
always colder during the
darkness of night,” he says.
“My fellow growers and
myself work long hours
picking the grapes often 20
hours straight at a time. We
harvest on a large scale and
usually need multiple nights
to pick. Sometimes it is cold
enough in the day.”

Singerland says Pillitteri
has both Brock Univer-
sity and Niagara College
students working at the
vineyard. He says there was
a shortage of these students
and hopes that more attend.

“We have had nothing but
success with these students
and wineries compete for
their talents,” he says.

After picking the grapes,
students load them into
large cartons and lift them
by forklift. The grapes are
then dumped into barrels
and fed into a press that
extracts the juice.

The juice is later fermented
and bottled to produce icew-
ine, known for its especially
sweet taste. To be labelled ice-
wine, the juice must contain a
minimum of 35 per cent sugar
to 65 per cent liquid.

Icewine also stands apart
because of the conditions
required to make it. Vint-
ners Quality Assurance, the
body that regulates icew-
ine, requires grapes to be
harvested at temperatures of
—8 C or lower. As a result,
students and staff must
take advantage of narrow
weather windows.

The freezing temperatures
also limit how much juice
the grapes produce. Allison
Findlay, the college’s head
winemaker, says icewine
grapes yield only about
20 per cent juice, which is
“thick and viscous,” com-
pared with about 70 per cent
from typical wine grapes.

“Any spill with icewine is
expensive,” says Robertson
as he instructs students dur-
ing the pressing.

By harvest time, the
grapes have been hanging
on the vines for months as
part of the 2025 growing
season, Findlay says.

Slingerland says that at
his winery, “Historically, 90
to 100 per cent of the icew-
ine harvest has occurred in
the first two to three weeks
of January. For the 2025
vintage, grapes grown in
that calendar year, we had
cold weather in early De-
cember that transformed the
grapes to become icewine
grapes.”

Some wineries, includ-
ing Arterra Wines Canada
and Jackson-Triggs Winery,
have already completed
their icewine harvests for

Hear conversations, laughter,
and life again.

the year.

Niagara College serves its
finished icewine at campus
establishments such as the
Benchmark restaurant and
sells it to outside restaurants
and stores.

The icewine is also fea-
tured at the NOTL Icewine
Festival, which began last
Friday. Amanda Baldinelli,
hospitality and events man-
ager for Niagara College,
says the college is showcas-
ing its Icewine Strong Ale, a
beer infused with icewine.

“For the first time ever,
the festival wanted to fea-
ture a product that wasn’t
icewine,” she says. “They
were interested in creating
beer but that was blended
with icewine.”

“It’s a first for us, we’ve
never made this product
before.”

Baldinelli says the beer
combines “two finished
products” — beer and icew-
ine grape juice. The initial
test run includes 1,200
cans, with future production
depending on demand.

That spirit of experimen-
tation helped attract Gilroy
to the program. He says he
admires the Niagara wine
industry for its relative
youth and openness to new
ideas, and he hopes the
skills he is learning will
one day bring happiness to
others.

“It’s one of the most ro-
mantic things in the world,”
he says.

daniel@niagaranow.com

Book a FREE hearing test

866-474-5701

FREE HOME EVALUATION
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MM LALANDE LAW

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

v # Collaborative Family Law,
%= Wills & POAs, & Estate Law

MM Lalande Law is
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e

services to t
community. If you are
administering an estate
and need help with
certain title transfers,
such as a survivorship
application or a
transmission by an
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Seminars
starting back
up in February!
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2026 AUCTION PROGRAM

Rifles, Shotguns, Handguns, Antiques,
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For Auction or Possible Purchase

CONTACT: SWITZER’S AUCTION
Toll-Free: 1-800-694-2609
Or email us: sales@switzersauction.com

VISIT US @ www.switzersauction.com

for Auction Dates & Details

NIAGA

TONY BALDINELLI
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Old Town heritage expansion draws concerns about overreach

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Hundreds of Old Town
properties could soon face
new heritage rules — and
residents are raising concerns
about renovation costs, over-
reach and whether too many
homes are being swept in.

Niagara-on-the-Lake
council received an informa-
tion report Tuesday on a draft
plan that would significantly
expand the Queen—Picton
heritage conservation district
beyond Old Town’s historic
commercial core, where the
district plan has been focused
since it was created in 1986.

If adopted, the phase two
heritage conservation district
plan would extend heritage
rules to surrounding residen-
tial and institutional areas not
currently regulated, bringing
more than 500 properties —
including both “contributing”
and “non-contributing” build-
ings — under the district.

And if ultimately ap-
proved by council, the draft
plan would introduce new
heritage policies and permit
requirements for certain
alterations, additions, demo-
litions and new development
within the district.

The draft says all proper-
ties within the proposed
boundaries were reviewed
to determine whether they
contribute to the district’s
heritage character. Contrib-
uting properties are gener-
ally buildings constructed
during the district’s identi-
fied periods of significance,
from 1814 to 1914, that
retain historic architectural
features or contextual value.
Properties that do not meet
those criteria are classified
as non-contributing.

The draft notes, however,
that changes to any property,
including new construction,
can still affect the district’s
overall heritage character.
As a result, policies and
requirements would apply
to all properties within the
proposed boundaries, not
just historical properties.

Council was not asked to
approve the draft Tuesday,
only to receive the report and
hear public input through
a public meeting. No final
decision has been made.

Senior heritage planner
Sumra Zia presented the
report and responded to
questions from councillors
and the public. Christophe
Rivet, principal with Cul-
tural Spaces, the heritage
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s how the proposed heritage

expansion could reshape rules for hundreds of Old Town
properties. Some residents are concerned. SOURCED

consulting firm hired by the
town, also participated.

Staff said public input will
be reviewed as part of the
current planning stage, with a
revised plan and recommen-
dations returning to council
for a decision at a later date.

Several residents raised
concerns about how the
expanded district could affect
homeowners whose proper-
ties are not historic.

Mark Wheaton, a Nassau
Street resident, questioned
why entire blocks are includ-
ed when many homes were
built decades after the period
of heritage significance.

“I asked myself, what’s
this got to do with heritage?”
he said, calling the expanded
boundary “overreach” and
warning that homeowners

could become “collateral
damage” under the expand-
ed district.

Retired Ontario architect
Malcolm Lowry, who lives
within the study area, said
the draft raises practical and
financial concerns.

“Why should a recently
built property, say last year,
require a heritage permit
for alteration?” he asked.
“That does not make any
sense to me.”

Lowry also warned the
draft lacks clarity around
permit requirements and
could increase costs for
homeowners.

“The guidelines have
not a lot of regard for the
cost of implementation,”
he said, pointing to the
price difference between

traditional materials and
modern alternatives.

“If you’ve replaced a cedar
roof recently, you’ll know that
the cost of replacing a cedar
roof is about four, or more,
times [more expensive] than
an asphalt roof,” he said.

Infrastructure concerns
were also raised.

Colin Kelly, a Queen Street
summer homeowner, said
parts of the proposed district
still lack sanitary and storm
sewers and asked whether
long-term servicing plans are
being considered alongside
the heritage expansion.

After council chair Coun.
Erwin Wiens said Kelly
would need to follow up with
staff, Kelly said, “as some-
one that has lived there for
26 years, I followed up a lot
and been told it was going
to happen — and has never
happened.”

“So that’s where we are at
the moment,” he added.

Maria Vaneva, a resident
who lives near the Royal
George Theatre, questioned
why the theatre is not listed
as a contributing property in
the draft. Staff said it would
follow up.

Not all speakers opposed
the expansion.

Gracia Janes, president

of the Niagara-on-the-Lake
Conservancy, said the organi-
zation has supported expand-
ing the heritage district since
the late 1980s, but questioned
why some historically sig-
nificant areas were included
while others were not.

Paul Mace, vice-chair of
the Niagara-on-the-Lake
Museum, said the museum is
already working with town
staff on expansion plans
and asked how the proposed
district could affect projects
already underway.

“For the first time ever,
we’re at the five yard line
ready to hit the end zone,”
Mace said.

Barbara Worthy, the
NOTL museum’s communi-
ty engagement co-ordinator,
who lives on Delater Street
within the proposed district,
said she still does not know
whether her home could be
singled out for individual
heritage designation and has
not received any communi-
cation since last year.

“Are we now removed from
this whole issue of being
forced designation, individual
designation?” she asked.

Staff said the question
would need to be followed up
after the meeting.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

ra

$925,000

ENGEL&VOLKERS
NANCY BAILEY

2 Sawmill Lane, Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

NEW LISTING

Discover easy, elegant living in this beautifully appointed 2+1
bedroom bungalow. The bright open-concept main level
features a chef’s kitchen, spacious living room with fireplace,
and dining area opening to a private Trex deck with retractable
awning and landscaped gardens. The finished lower level offers
a guest bedroom, spa-inspired 4-piece bath, and a generous
family room—finished to the same high standard throughout.

15578 Niagara River Parkway, Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

$1,895,000

| am so happy to announce the sale of this
property to a wonderful couple from Markham,
and to have helped my Sellers negotiate a
successful transaction that allows them to move
forward to the next chapter of their lives.
Working with people like this and sharing in their
happiness is what makes my job so rewarding.

SOLD

Learn more at nancybailey.evrealestate.com.

905-371-4234 | nancy.bailey@evrealestate.com

NANCY BAILEY, CIPS + ENGEL & VOLKERS OAKVILLE
Broker | Private Office Advisor
226 Lakeshore Road East | Oakville | Ontario | L6J TH8

Realtor

©2026 Engel & Volkers. Allrights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated.
Engel & Volkers and itsindependent License Partners are Equal Opportunity Employers and fully
support the principles of the Fair Housing Act.

HEATHER HAYNES - ENGEL & VOLKERS OAKVILLE

226 Lakeshore Road East | Oakville | Ontario | L6J TH8
416-727-1201| heather.haynes@evrealestate.com
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COMING
SOON

rOODLAND
Niagara-on-the-Lake

Grand Opening
January 29th at 8:00 a.m

Lindsey Bridgeman
Foodland Niagara-on-the-Lake
Franchise Owner/Operator
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HEROES

OF THE

WAR OF 1812

Hosted by Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
A Charity Event with the Friends of Fort George

Saturday, February 7, 2026, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Navy Hall, 305 Ricardo Street, NOTL
Tickets $175 Each

The evening will feature a 3-course meal by
Events by Kristin's, wines sponsored by the Wineries of
Niagara-on-the-Lake, an auction, historic artifacts on
display, a cannon firing, and post-dinner entertainment.
Proceeds will go to supporting 2026 youth staffing
at Brock's Monument and Fort George.

You can purchase event tickets by:

Website: friendsoffortgeorge.square.site

Email: admin@friendsoffortgeorge.ca
Phone: 905-468-6621

Advertising inquiries?

Email advertising@niagaranow.com

F-_——-__--_——

WEEKLY SPECIALS:

Samosa Chaat Tuesdays:
Our best selling app for $18 (reg. $24)

Wine Wednesdays:
50% off bottle of house wine (with meal)

Butter Chicken Thursdays:
A house favourite for $20 (Reg. $29)

Cocktail Fridays:

20z cocktails for $15
Cut this out and bring it in to redeem specials!

L----—_-------

Traditional Indian food
in the heart of NOTL

Menu: auraonthelake.ca | 905-468-7222 | 233 King St.

*Specials may be subject to changes and cannot be combined with other offers.

NOTL appoints new planning director

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The Town of Niagara-on-
the-Lake has tapped a fa-
miliar face to lead one of its
most consequential depart-
ments, appointing longtime
town planner Aimee Alder-
man as director of planning,
building and development
services, effective Jan. 19.

As director, Alderman
will oversee the town’s
planning and building divi-
sions and lead decisions
on growth, land use and
development — work that
influences where building
happens, how projects are
approved and how the town
balances growth with its en-
vironmental, social, cultural
and economic goals.

Alderman was not avail-
able for an interview by
press time but said in a town
announcement Thursday
that she intends to work
collaboratively and focus on
responsive service.

“I deeply appreciate what
makes this community

Niagara-on-the-Lake has turned to a longtime town
planner to lead its planning, building and development
services department. Aimee Alderman said she plans to
focus on collaboration and responsive service. SUPPLIED

exceptional: its people, its
heritage and its strong sense
of place,” Alderman said.

“My focus will be work-
ing collaboratively with
council, staff, residents
and our partners to deliver
responsive service and en-
sure our work strengthens a
healthy, resilient future for
the town.”

Alderman previously
worked as a senior planner
and manager of develop-
ment planning for the town
and is not new to planning
files that have drawn public
attention.

As a senior planner,
she has appeared on
development applica-
tions, including the Rand
Estate proposal, where
she responded to resident
questions and outlined the
town’s planning process.

The release said Alder-
man brings leadership
experience and a strategic
approach to implementing
council priorities and is
known for a collaborative,
solutions-focused style that
considers the needs of ap-
plicants, residents and the
broader community.

Alderman has 10 years
of municipal and regional
planning experience and
holds an honours bachelor
of public health degree
from Brock University and
a master’s degree in rural
planning and development
from the University of
Guelph, along with profes-
sional planning credentials
at both the provincial and
national levels.

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
called Alderman’s appoint-
ment “well-deserved,” say-
ing the role plays a key part
in shaping the town’s future.
He said council looks for-
ward to working with her.

Chief administrative of-
ficer Nick Ruller said Alder-
man has a strong under-
standing of planning policy
and community needs and
expressed confidence in her
as a member of the senior
leadership team.

The town also thanked
John Henricks for serving as
interim director during a pe-
riod of transition. He served
in the role since Nov. 19.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Plus a great selection
of Canadian/Italian
dishes for the whole
family to enjoy!

vision to life.

We are remodeling experts!

Whether it's a stunning
kitchen, a spa-like bathroom,
or a functional, stylish
basement, we will bring your

Quality craftsmanship, modern
designs, and a hassle-free
experience. Let us make your
dream space a reality!

CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

Brandon Noel
oTrsc 905 -325-2766

== www.oldetownebuildingcompany.com

TRANSFORM
YOUR HOME

WITH OLDE TOWNE BUILDING CO.

Olde Towne
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NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION,
Nl g%lzél-'ake OPEN HOUSE AND PUBLIC MEETING

What: Notice of Complete Application, Open House and Public Meeting for a Zoning By-law Amendment
(under Section 34 of the Planning Act, R.S.0. 1990, c. P.13, as amended)

When: Open House: Monday, February 2, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.
Public Meeting: Tuesday, March 3, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.

Where: Open House: Electronically via the directions below
Public Meeting: In-person at Town Hall, Council Chambers, 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil, or electronically via the directions below

Regarding: File No. ZBA-27-2025 | 1743 Four Mile Creek Road & 15 Elden Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake

What is this?

An application has been received for a Zoning N
By-law Amendment on the subject lands, A

which includes two separate parcels (see
location map).

The Zoning By-law Amendment seeks to
permit a Day Care Centre as an additional use
within the existing senior living residence

by introducing site-specific provisions to

the “Residential Multiple (RM2) Zone” under
Zoning By-law 4316-09, as amended.

The proposal includes renovating the
basement of the existing building at 1743 Four
Mile Creek Road to accommodate a licensed
Day Care Centre with a capacity of 96 children.

The existing courtyard at 1743 Four Mile Creek
Road will be converted into an outdoor play
area for the Day Care Centre. No exterior
building additions or changes to the parking
area are proposed as part of this Zoning By-
law Amendment application..
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You are invited to attend the Open House and Public Meeting to gather information and provide input regarding this matter.

Town Hall is open for the public to attend Committee of the Whole and Council Meetings, including Public Meetings, in-person. Alternatively, the
public will continue to have the option to register in advance to participate electronically.

The Open House will continue to be held electronically at this time.

Dialogue is encouraged:

If you wish to participate electronically at the Open House or Public Meeting, you must register in advance with the Town Staff noted below. You will receive an
email on the date of the meeting with instructions to connect to the Open House and/or Public Meeting on your computer, tablet or telephone.

+ Open House — Alex Boekestyn (alex.boekestyn@notl.com or 905-468-6430)
(register as soon as possible but prior to 12:00 p.m. on Monday, February 2, 2026)
+ Public Meeting - Clerks Department (clerks@notl.com or 905-468-3266)
(register as soon as possible but prior to 12:00 p.m. on Monday, March 2, 2026)
If you wish to attend the Public Meeting in-person, registration with the Clerk is appreciated.

If you wish to view the Open House and/or Public Meeting for information purposes, registration is not required. The meetings will be recorded and available for
viewing after the meetings on the Town'’s website at https.//www.notl.com/council-government/meetings-agendas-minutes

Please Note: Written comments on the application are encouraged and must be submitted to the Town Clerk, at 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, P.O. Box 100, Virgil,

ON LOS 1T0 or via email at clerks@notl.com referencing the above file number. Unless indicated otherwise, all submissions, including personal information, will
become part of the public record.

For more information:

A copy of the application and supporting documents for the proposal may be obtained on the Town's website at
https://www.notl.com/business-development/public-planning-notices, or at the Community and Development Services Department within Town Hall.
Please contact Alex Boekestyn, Planner Il, at 905-468-6430 or via email at alex.boekestyn@notl.com if additional information is required.

If you wish to be notified of the future decision with respect to the application, you must submit a written request to the Town Clerk including your name
and the address to which such notice should be sent.

If a person or public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal the decision of the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake to the Ontario Land Tribunal but the
person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake before the by-
law is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting, or make written submissions to the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake before the
by-law is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Land Tribunal unless, in the opinion
of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to do so.

Please note that third party appeals are restricted for this application as per Bill 185, Cutting Red Tape to Build More Homes Act, 2024. Planning Act appeals

may be filed by the applicant, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, a “specified person” (as defined by the Planning Act 1(1)), and any “public body”
(as defined by the Planning Act 1(1)).

Dated at the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, January 22, 2026
Grant Bivol, Town Clerk
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NOTLs U9 Wolves graduate to full ice games

Continued from Front Page

on skills and learning the
game’s fundamentals.

The kids start the year
playing on only half the
ice but in January — and
last weekend’s tournament
— they move to full ice,
which adds new rules (in-
cluding offside, icing and
penalties) plus a lot more
room to skate and move
around.

In their first taste of com-
petition, the Wolves opened
Pool A play last Friday with
a 2-2 tie against the Pelham
Panthers at Centennial
Arena.

“They fought back hard
and didn’t stop,” said
Skubel.

Later that day, at the Me-
ridian Credit Union Arena,
they faced a strong team
from Woolwich and lost 7-0.

“They didn’t give up.
They fought right to the end
of the game,” Skubel noted.

The Wolves finished their
round-robin schedule with
a 2-0 win over the Lucan
Irish on Saturday morning.
Goaltender Colton Fergu-
son recorded the shutout
and also was named the
Wolves’ MVP.

With their 1-1-1 round-
robin record the Wolves
performed well overall but
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The NOTL Wolves U9’s lan Neufeld scores in the third period in NOTL's 2-0 win over the Lucan Irish on Saturday. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

weren’t able to advance to

the tourney’s playoff round.

Tournament organizer
James Cadeau said parents
and board volunteers filled
key roles, from coaching to
timekeeping to running the
barbecue.

That’s all important to

create a great experience for

the kids, who at this stage
in their development are
just learning the game.

“You just never know if
it’s going to be somebody’s
going to be on a breakaway
and fall down, or if the

Build your career
and your future

Joining the skilled trades allows you to pursue
a rewarding career while helping build the
communities where we live, work and grow.

Join the skilled trades

goalie’s going to make an
unbelievable save,” he said.
For the players, Skubel
said tournaments also create
time together that regular
practices do not, even when
the event is held at home.
“The tournament kind of
gives them an opportunity
to be together, have some
fun off the rink as well,
and helps them build those
friendships, not only on the
ice but off the ice then, that
are honestly going to last
them a lifetime,” he said.
The team includes play-

Learn more at ontario.ca/SkilledTrades
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

ers from Niagara-on-the-
Lake’s three elementary
schools, which helps the
kids build friendships out-
side their own classrooms,
he added.

He feels that keeping local
minor hockey strong mat-
ters in small communities
where some families travel
long distances for ice time.

“If we can keep that here
in Niagara-on-the-Lake
and make sure that our kids
have somewhere to play, I
think that’s a huge thing,”
said Skubel.

NOTL Wolves U9 teammates swarm goaltender Colton
Ferguson, who earned a shutout in NOTL's 2-0 win over
Lucan Irish on Saturday. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Ontario @
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Urban speed limit dropping to 40 km/h

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Mind your meter this
winter, NOTL: the speed
limit is coming down by 10
kilometres an hour in the
town’s urban areas, starting
with St. Davids and Queen-
ston this month.

The speed limit will drop
to 40 km/h from 50 km/h
on all urban local roads,
save for in Chautauqua,
where the limit will drop to
30 km/h.

The change will roll out
over the next three months,
the town announced this
month. In January, the new
limit will take effect in St.
Davids and Queenston.

Old Town will follow in
February, with Glendale and
Virgil in March.

“Lower speeds give driv-
ers more time to react and
significantly reduce the
severity of collisions,” said
Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
in a press release. “This
change is about protecting
our road users and creating
safer, more livable neigh-
bourhoods in our commu-
nity.”

“NEW?” tabs on the signs
will highlight the reduced
speed limit for the first 90
days after they take effect
and the town, co-ordinating

SN T B

NOTL's urban speed limits will be

with the Niagara Regional
Police, will begin enforcing
the new limit.

The program aligns with
the town’s commitment to
Vision Zero, a road safety
strategy first implemented
in Sweden in the 1990s that
aims to eliminate traffic
deaths and serious injuries.

Last year, the town al-
located $30,000 to imple-
ment these changes, which
is coming from the town’s
Vision Zero funds provided
by Niagara Reigon. There
will be no extra cost to tax-
payers to change the speed
limits.

The town noted that
urban roads are “shared
by pedestrians, cyclists,
motorists, transit vehicles,
delivery traffic, and other
road users.”

T e ——

“Lower speeds help
reduce the severity of colli-
sions and create safer condi-
tions for everyone who uses
these roads.”

Sam Jackson, a Niagara
Falls resident who came out
to Queenston to walk his
dog, said similar debates
have been happening where
he lives, particularly regard-
ing the speed cameras
which the province banned
late last year.

He sees this change as
arbitrary and believes there
should be justification for it.

“Let’s not just lower
the speed for the sake of
lowering the speed with the
assumption that “Well, it
might work and if it saves
one life on the back end,
then it’s totally worth it,”
he said. “That’s just a cyni-

reduced starting with St. Davids and Queenston. FILE

cal argument they like to
use.”

Chief administrative
officer Nick Ruller cited
research in the announce-
ment that says a 10 per
cent reduction in speed can
reduce fatal collisions by as
much as 40 per cent.

The Global Alliance of
NGOs for Road Safety cites
this same research find-
ing as coming from 2009
report from the Institute of
Transport Economics from
Norway.

“This initiative aligns
NOTL with neighbour-
ing municipalities that
have already implemented
similar speed reductions
and supports consistent
driver expectations across
jurisdictions,” Ruller said.

daniel@niagaranow.com

Burning or Watery Eyes?
It Might Be Dry Eye |

Winter weather can make dry eyes worse
— indoor heat, wind, and cold air all play
a part. If your eyes feel gritty, tired, or
watery, let’s take a closer look.

DR HOPKINS & ASSOCIATES
OPTOMETRY
Sight for Life

NOTL: 905-468-8002 | 358 Mary St.
St. Catharines: 905-682-9119 | 8 Secord Dr.
www.theeyedoc.ca

St. Davids-Queenston United Church

1453 York Rd., St. Davids
www.stdavids-queenstonuc.ca
Minister: Rev. YongSeok Baek

Rental inquiries: 905-262-5242

Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m.

Also online,
visit our website.

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

Reducing speeding
- inreal time to keep

communities safe

Learn more at ontario.ca/ReducingSpeeding
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Enhanced signage
to improve visibility
and safety

Ontario @
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Recycling pickup ch

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Laura Cochran, the owner
of Rocky Mountain Choco-
late on Queen Street, uses
quite a bit of recyclables in
her business serving con-
fectionary products, from
chocolate bars to boxed
chocolates.

She is frustrated at the
province’s decision to put
recycling collection in the
hands of producers that sup-
ply products made of paper,
glass, metal or plastic to con-
sumers in Ontario, effective-
ly privatizing non-residential
recycling. This change came
into effect on Jan. 1.

Apart from the extra costs
imposed on businesses,
Cochran said she foresees
“seven different trucks com-
ing up and down the street”
at different times in the
future, which she does not
think is a good look on a
place meant for tourists.

It has impacted her busi-
ness, and the future looks

more complicated in her eyes.

“Long-term, I don’t see how
this is going to be beneficial
for anybody,” said Cochran.

The move by the province
has drawn disapproval from

~FVIPT o B

Left: Hannele Wegge and her husband Tommy run the Queen Street business Harmony Lifestyle. Tommy said the

province doesn’t know what it's doing with putting non-residential recycling in private hands. Right: Laura Cochran,
owner of Rocky Mountain Chocolate, is displeased with the province’s new recycling privatization. DAN SMEENK

some business operators in
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Some NOTL business
owners, including Tommy
Wegge of Harmony Life-
style on Queen Street, said
the provincial government
did not properly plan for
this program.

“In this case, they really
don’t — obviously — do
not know what they are do-
ing,” he said.

Wegge also echoed Co-
chran’s concerns about the
potential for a lot of trucks

to come down Queen Street.

“We would like to see,
rather, the customers
coming in with their cars
instead of cars driving back
and forth,” he said.

Before the December
holiday break, the town cre-
ated a temporary program
funded through the mu-
nicipal accommodation tax
to collect cardboard from
businesses on Queen Street
throughout 2026. That
includes Rocky Mountain
Chocolate and Harmony
Lifestyle.

They collect cardboard
on Mondays and Saturdays,
which Wegge said are
“good days for us.”

Coun. Andrew Niven,
who also works as director
of marketing and hospital-
ity at Konzelmann Estate
Winery, said town staff
have told him the program
is operating as intended.

“Pickups have continued
without interruption, and
to date, no service issues
have been reported to
town staff,” he said in an
email. “I look forward to
receiving progress reports
in the near future to gauge
service levels and plan
for a longer-term outcome
beyond 2026.”

Business owners have ex-
perienced varying impacts
from the change. Kather-
ine McMichael, owner of
Lady Lou Collective on
Queen Street, said she had
some ‘“‘concern” when this
was brought in, but said
her business has not been
significantly affected.

“We mainly only deal

with cardboard, and the
town came up with a solu-
tion for cardboard being
picked up on Mondays and
Saturdays,” said McMi-
chael. “So, we didn’t have to
find a solution.”

Niven, who works in the
winery industry, said like
other wineries Konzelmann
has not been significantly
adversely affected because
it has an independent pick-
up service.

But for businesses like
Cochran’s, she said she
sometimes takes plastic
recyclables home and asks
employees to put them in
the garbage because she
doesn’t want the extra cost
of a private recycle service.

ange [rustrates (Queen Street merchants

“We're filling the landfill
needlessly,” she said.

Cochran said she is
grateful for the cardboard
pickup but believes there
has been “confusion” during
the rollout. She said she has
seen three or four trucks
pass by with unclear pickup
locations.

“I came in here last Friday
and there was a pile of card-
board in front of my store,
which did not come from
my store,” said Cochran.
“And there was no pickup
on Friday, or so I thought,
because it’s supposed to be
Monday and Saturday. But
sure enough, a truck comes
by Friday and picks up the
cardboard.”

“Is that a growing pain? I
don’t know.”

Beyond 2026, it remains
unclear how non-residen-
tial recycling will operate
in the town. Niven said
potential long-term solu-
tions include a centralized
recycling drop-off or ex-
tending the town’s card-
board collection program,
but he said the town will
need to adapt if privatiza-
tion continues.

“We’ll take this year as a
learning (experience),” he said.

daniel@niagaranow.com

Newark Neighbours

FOOD BANK & THRIFT SHOP

Hendrick’s Independent

Phil’s Independent

Walker’s Country Market

Kent Heritage Farms

Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake - staff and council
NOTL Hydro

The Lake Report

The NOTL Local

NOTL Chamber of Commerce Candlelight Stroll
Niagara Area Jeep Club

St. David’s Public School

St. Michael Catholic Elementary School
Crossroads Public School

Royal Oak School

Niagara Motors

Toolbox Niagara

Shaw Festival

Niagara Pumphouse Arts Centre

NOTL Golf Club

NOTL Public Library

NOTL Horticultural Society

Rotary Club of Niagara-on-the-Lake

St. David’s Lions Club

Once again this year, words cannot
fully express our deep gratitude and
heartfelt thanks to the many donors
and supporters who ensured the
success of our 2025 Holiday Food and
Gift Program at Newark Neighbours

Kinsmen Club of Niagara-on-the-Lake
St. David’s Firefighters Assoc.
Niagara-on-the-Lake Tractor Parade

NOTL Newcomers Club

NOTL Social Club
NOTL Pickleball

Niagara North Family Health Team
Niagara-on-the-Lake Palliative Care Services
Niagara College Culinary Program

Niagara Predators Jr A Hockey Club

NOTL Wolves U15 Rep Team

Radiant Care - Pleasant Manor

Cornerstone Community Church

Gateway Community Church

Bethany Mennonite Church

St Davids Queenston UCW

“In Stitches” Quilting Group

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church

Feed Niagara and the Great Holiday Food Drive
Stone Road Village Residents Association
The Village Residents Association

Kings Points Residents Association

Harmony Drive Residents

THANKYOU ALL!

Creekside Senior Estates

Gatta Homes

Community Initiative for Animal Rescue
Ladybird Animal Sanctuary
Angel Inn

Neob Lavender

Regal Florist

June Floral and Garden

Jackson Triggs Estate Winery/Arterra Wines
Clos Jordanne Winery

Andrew Peller Limited

Riverview Winery

Friends of Shemp

Foodland Niagara-on-the-Lake
Desjardins Insurance

HW Equipment

Huebel Grapes Estates

Bob Robinson & Son Construction
Gold Medal Consulting Group
Reynaldo Interior

Key Realty Connections Inc.

... and many, many incredibly generous individuals and families throughout our wonderful Niagara-on-the-Lake community.
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NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATIONS AND OPEN HOUSE

What: Notice of Complete Applications and Open House for a Draft Plan of Subdivision and Draft Plan of Common Elements
Condominium (under Section 51 of the Planning Act, R.S.0. 1990, c. P.13, as amended).

When: Open House on Monday, February 9, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.

Where: Electronically via the directions below

Regarding: File Nos. 26T-18-25-03 & 26CD-18-25-07 - 475-481 Queenston Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake

What is this? N

Applications have been received hie and
for a Draft Plan of Subdivision and

a Draft Plan of Common Elements

Condominium on the subject lands (see

location map).

ad
ston Ro
The applications propose the creation Queen

of ten (10) lots for single-detached
dwellings on each new lot and one (1)
block to accommodate a private park.
The private park is proposed to be
facilitated through the Draft Plan of
Common Elements Condominium and is
proposed to be maintained in common
ownership by the ten (10) landowners of
the new single-detached dwelling lots.
A new public roadway is proposed to
connect to Queenston Road that would
provide access to each new proposed
lot and the private park block.

peoy aullumoL

Dialogue is encouraged:
You are invited to attend the Open House to gather information and provide input regarding this matter.
The Open House will continue to be held electronically at this time.

If you wish to participate electronically at the Open House, you must register in advance with the Town Staff noted below. You will receive an email on the
date of the meeting with instructions to connect to the Open House on your computer, tablet or telephone.

« Open House - Victoria Nikoltcheva (victoria.nikoltcheva@notl.com or 905-468-6451)
(register as soon as possible but prior to 12 noon on Monday, February 9, 2026)

If you wish to view the Open House for information purposes, registration is not required. The meeting will be recorded and available for viewing after
the meeting on the Town’s website at https:/www.notl.com/council-government/meetings-agendas-minutes

Please Note: Written comments on the applications are encouraged and must be submitted to the Town Clerk, at 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, P.O. Box
100, Virgil, ON LOS 1T0 or via email at clerks@notl.com referencing the above file numbers. Unless indicated otherwise, all submissions, including personal
information, will become part of the public record.

For more information:

A copy of the applications and supporting documents for the proposal may be obtained on the Town’s website at
https://www.notl.com/business-development/public-planning-notices, or at the Planning, Building & Development Services Department within Town Hall.

Please contact Victoria Nikoltcheva, Senior Planner, at 905-468-6451 or via email at victoria.nikoltcheva@notl.com if additional information is required.

If you wish to be notified of the future decision with respect to the applications, you must submit a written request to the Town Clerk including your
name and the address to which such notice should be sent.

If a person or public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal the decision of the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake to the Ontario Land Tribunal
but the person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake
before the by-law is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting, or make written submissions to the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake
before the by-law is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Land Tribunal
unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to do so.

Please note that third party appeals are restricted for these applications as per Bill 185, Cutting Red Tape to Build More Homes Act, 2024. Planning Act
appeals may be filed by the applicant, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, a “specified person” (as defined by the Planning Act 1(1)), and any
“public body” (as defined by the Planning Act 1(1)).

Dated at the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, January 22, 2026

Grant Bivol, Town Clerk
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With Bradley Hamilton

Canada

#60: After reading a good
book, pass it on to an
unhoused person. They
appreciate reading material
as much as anyone.

This tiny column gives tips to help promote
kindness in our lives and spread joy and happiness.

POSITIVE
POWER-/-

Contributed by Patty Garriock
“Not everything that is faced can be changed.
But nothing can be changed until it is faced.”

- James Baldwin

HOW TO GET IN TOUCH

Email:

Letters: editor@niagaranow.com

Story Ideas: editor@niagaranow.com
Advertising: advertising@niagaranow.com
Phone

Newsroom: 905-359-2270

Advertising Department: 905-932-5646
Mailing Address

PO Box 724, Niagara-on-the-Lake, LOS1J0

Have a lead on a story?

Call 905.359.2270 or send an email
to editor@niagaranow.com
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i Mini George
in the works

NOTLer Rene Bertschi has been working on

a 3D-printed miniature of the Royal George
Theatre, which he hopes one day might have
a home in the new Royal George. He said he's
been having fun looking into the building’s
history and creating the three-dimensional
model of a place where he and his wife have
had “so many joyful moments.” SUPPLIED

THE TURNER REPORT

Garth Turner
Columnist

How will the heart of Old
Town — NOTL’s economic
crown jewel — keep beating
when run over by excava-
tors, cement pumpers,
steel-hauling delivery rigs,
dump trucks and a swarm of
contractor vehicles building
the Royal George complex?

What’s the plan to contain
mayhem? To save local busi-
nesses from going kaput?
To survive several years of
clogged roads, closed areas
and serious impact on the
tourist river that keeps this
economy watered?

I asked the builder. No re-
ply. I asked the Shaw. Ditto.
I asked the mayor. “Your
questions about a construc-
tion plan will have to be
referred to town staff,” he
said. He told me to ask Nick
Ruller, the chief admin guy.
“Our manager of develop-
ment planning can assist in
providing this information,”
he said. Aimee Alderman
will do it. But she didn’t.
Instead I heard from Marah
Minor — the Karoline
Leavitt of NOTL.

Yes, she said, “The town
has received a traffic and
construction mitigation

Opinion

Hey NOTL, hope you like trucks

report, which identifies the
time allotted for demolition
and construction, as well as
construction vehicle routes.”

So, there is a plan after
all.

But it hasn’t been posted
online. No copy has been
given to elected officials.
And the only way to see the
report is to make a formal
request, go to town hall and
do so in controlled cir-
cumstances. That took me
to Chrisopher Mazerolle,
another staffer. And finally
to the report.

Man, it felt like I was Ger-
aldo opening Al Capone’s
vault on live TV.

And what’s in this vault?

Lots. The construction
process has already been
extended by three months
from what Shaw told resi-
dents during the summer.
The best case, the if-noth-
ing-screws-up scenario, is
33 months. But, of course,
stuff happens. So call it
three years.

The process of demol-
ishing a host of heritage
buildings, digging a massive
and deep hole and then con-
structing a 55,000-square-
foot building (three times
the Courthouse) in the
middle of a residential area
and our saturated commer-
cial strip is complex. That’s
why the “mitigation” report
runs close to 50 pages and is
thick with detail.

Old Town residents — on
Victoria, Prideaux, Simcoe
and Queen — can expect
up to 50 trucks per day
during various phases of the
project.

i

Shaw Festival - Royal George Theatre
Traffic & Construction Mitigation Report
Issued for Site Plan Approval
8/29/2025

The master plan on how the
$80 million Royal George
will be built — and the level
of disruption the Old Town
faces. GARTH TURNER

Dumps, flatbeds and
tractor-trailers. A towering
crane will offload steel and
other materials from Victo-
ria, which will be down to
one lane most of the time.
The sidewalk will be closed
on one side. The boulevard
used for storage. Parking
on the other side will be
removed during most con-
struction days.

The report suggests sever-
al thousand truck trips will
be necessary in total. Every
single one will come down
Mississagua Street, turn
onto Queen and head to
the heart of the downtown
to the site. Every one will
then move deeper into the
residential area to get out
and back to Mississagua.

Three route options are
being considered, but all
have problem corners and
turns where tractor-trailer
drivers will be forced to
“swing wide.” The current
ban on big trucks — like

our heritage rules — goes
poof.

The hundreds of work-
ers and contractors on site
will be asked not to park
on residential streets in a
‘hood that’s already clogged
with tourist vehicles. Shaw
is suggesting they dump
their pickups and vans a
few block away — and
carpool (have you ever seen
a tradesguy in a carpool? I
thought not).

In short, during construc-
tion times (mostly week-
days), Old Towners and
merchants can expect to see
a truck about every nine
minutes. Until the summer
of 2029. For most of that
time, as well, the sidewalk
on Queen Street will be
closed and pedestrians
forced to detour onto the
road.

There’s more. The “miti-
gation” report is detailed
and definitive. It will take
seven months to dig the
hole and build to ground
level (60 dump trucks per
day then). Eleven months to
erect the structure. Another
16 months to fabricate the
interior. Four months to
build the faux facade.

What now?

Town staff reviews it. The
public does not. Council
does not. Nobody votes on
the plan. It gets reviewed, fi-
nalized and approved, Chris
told me, at the director level.

And then they tell you.

Garth Turner is a NOTL
resident, journalist, author,
wealth manager and former
federal MP and minister.

garth@garth.ca

ONTARIO'S LARGEST RECLINING CHAIR GALLERY ;

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE HUMANE SOCIETY

469 GLENDALE AVE, ST. CATHARINES
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Doug Ford’s intellect is not up to the job

Dear editor:

As Prime Minister Mark
Carney returns home after
a significant trade agree-
ment with China, Ontario
Premier Doug Ford imme-
diately finds fault.

The trade agreement
in question allows China
to export 49,000 Chinese
electric vehicles, or EVs,
to Canada, while Canadian
farmers will be allowed to
export canola seed to China,
both at significantly reduced
tariff rates.

Along comes Ford, poli-
ticking as usual, and casts

Ontario Premier Doug Ford.

himself as the defender of
the Canadian auto worker.
Sadly, his intellect does not
allow him to understand the

nuanced strategies behind
these agreements.

As U.S. President Donald
Trump’s crusade to have
all North American cars
manufactured exclusively in
the U.S. proceeds, Canada
needs to replace those
defunct jobs. And, we have
to start somewhere. Such as
with Carney’s recent trade
agreement.

And, once the Chinese
EVs provide an appetite
for these products, the next
step will be to have BYD,
or some other Chinese car
companies, open manufac-

turing and parts plants in
Canada as Honda, Toyota
and Hyundai have done.

And guess what? The sky
hasn’t fallen.

The hope is that Canadian
auto workers can transi-
tion from Trump’s fleeing
American car companies to
jobs provided by Chinese
manufacturers.

It’s hardly rocket science,
Mr. Ford, but it does involve
geopolitics and geoeconom-
ics, so perhaps someone can
explain it to you.

J. Richard Wright
NOTL

Facts about the world of Canadian air defence

Dear editor:

As a former Royal Ca-
nadian Air Force pilot, I
enjoyed the comments of your
contributor about the com-
ing fighter aircraft for the air
force, even if the topic was a
bit peculiar for a local newspa-
per (“Opinion: Canada, a.k.a.
Venezuela North?” Jan. 8).

I wouldn’t quibble too
much about the facts
presented that lead your
contributor to his recom-
mendation of an all Gripen
E procurement. Well, maybe
the F-35’s requirement for

mixed nuts. Here are a few
facts I think need to be
added to the discussion.
The Department of Na-
tional Defence directorate
of aviation requirements has
consistently and recently
made it clear that the F-35
is the aircraft type that best
meets Canada’s defence
requirements. The director-
ate of aviation requirement’s
assessment would have
included existing data about
short and unprepared field
operation and system mal-
functions for both the F-35

and the Gripen E.

To my knowledge, Canada
has no strengthened high-
ways similar to those in
Nordic countries that are
prepared and suitable for
aviation use. The govern-
ment already has a consider-
able investment in the F-35
and a contract that might be
expensive to break.

The RCAF has a lengthy
history of simultane-
ously flying more than one
fighter aircraft type to meet
national defence objectives.
The operation of the CF-100

Canuck and CF-86 Sabre is
one example. The CF-101
Voodoo and the CF-104
Starfighter is another.

Limiting the F-35 pur-
chase to the number of
aircraft in the existing con-
tract and dedicating them to
NORAD, or North Ameri-
can defence, makes sense to
me. So too does negotiating
a contract to acquire the
Gripen E to signal our intent
to align ourselves more
closely with the Europeans.

Kenn Moody
St. Davids

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style
Category: NOT TO BE CONFUSED

Both delicious,
but don’t confuse these two
cookies with similar names.

Last issue category: Fictional Females

Clue: In a 1996 book her wedding gifts include a
silver horse and three ancient dragon eggs.

Answer: Who is Daenerys Targaryen?
Answered first by: Bill Hamilton

Also answered correctly (in order) by:

Sue Rautenberg, Bob Wheatley, Becky Creager,
Esther VanGorder, Jim Dandy, Lynda Collet,

Jeff Lake, Margie Enns, Katie Reimer, Wade Durling,
Donna Pearce, Sheila Meloche, Marla Percy,

Jane Morris

Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com,
with your name, for a chance to win

a $25 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week.
(Subject line: Riddle me this)

*REMEMBER TO PUT “WHAT IS” FOR JEOPARDY
QUESTIONS!

Love games? Join us for fun events every
week at the Irish Harp Pub.
Details at www.theirishharppub.com

Where have all the letters to the editor gone?

Dear editor:

Is it just me, or have the
letters to the editor disap-
peared or been dramatically
reduced?

I only occasionally see a
letter signed from a NOTL
resident now, which is very
different from when I first
moved here four years ago.

The remaining articles on
the opinion pages are from
the excellent columnists:
Garth Turner, Brian Mar-
shall, Steve McGuinness
and various special features
from David Israelson and J.
Richard Wright.

What has happened to our
local residents? They used

to have a lot of excellent,
often differing, opinions on
local matters.

The community was en-
gaged and open to dialogue
— do we now have other
means of voicing our opin-
ions, or have people stopped
getting involved in a public
way and if so, why?

Did something happen to
stifle their voices?

Is freedom of speech and
expression via our local
newspaper being eroded in
NOTL?

Just wondering what has
happened.

Megan Wood
Old Town

Editor’s note: It’s not
just you, Megan — we’ve
noticed a decline in reader
submissions, too. The
reasons aren’t entirely
clear, though historically
opinion writing slows down
over the holidays. It may
also reflect a broader desire
to temporarily disengage
Jfrom politics, especially
given the relentless stream
of troubling news from
south of the border. Another
Jfactor may be the current
climate of division: people
may be increasingly
reluctant to attach their
names to their views out
of concern it could create

personal or professional
friction.

Whatever the cause, we
continue to encourage
readers of all perspectives
to share their views.
Thoughtful public
debate benefits everyone,
particularly when it takes
place in a space with
standards, accountability
and proper editing — rather
than on social media where
people can hide behind fake
names and anonymity.

The Lake Report continues
to uphold a high standard
of verification for its letter
writers and does not publish
anonymous opinions.

We welcome your letters

The Lake Report welcomes your letters to the editor. Please, write early and often. Letters ideally should be
under 400 words long. Occasionally, longer letters may be published. All letters may be edited for conciseness,
accuracy, libel and defamation. Please include your full name, street address and a daytime telephone number
so that authorship can be authenticated. Only names and general addresses (eg. Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be
published. Send your letters to editor@niagaranow.com or drop them by our office at 496 Mississagua St., NOTL.

NIAGAR

ON THE
LAKE

MUSEUM

readwell Cuisine
Wine Dinners

b \

e
Experience a curated multi-course dinner perfectl
paired with exceptional local harvests.

You'll be joined by select Niagara winemakers with the
expert sommelier team at Treadwell Cuisine for an
intimate look at the artistry behind every pour.

Upcoming Wine Dinner Events: RESERVE TODAY:

Jan 31 - Australia & New Zealand

Feb 28 - The Loire Valley

FREE FEBRUARY

Take advantage of free admission for Niagara residents all month long.

Plus register for our February virtual lecture series.

905-468-3912 | www.notimuseum.ca | Open daily from 1to 5 p.m.
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(Questions about proceedings on Crysler-Burroughs house

Brian Marshall
Columnist

I had hoped that, at least
for the month of January,
this column could focus
on the positive side of the
ledger and offer glimpses
of options that might re-
enforce our town’s char-
acter. Sadly, due to recent
developments, that is not to
be the case.

During the Jan. 14
meeting of the municipal
heritage committee, an
application was made for
a heritage permit to allow
the construction of a garage
(with living space above)
attached to the historic
facade of the designated
Crysler-Burroughs House at
187 Queen St., together with
a driveway off Queen.

Now, let’s take a moment
to review past events vis-a-
vis this property.

In the first half of 2024,
the then-owner of the his-
toric property, Rainer Hum-
mel, submitted application

to facilitate the severance
of one new vacant lot for
future residential use, front-
ing Simcoe Street. On July
30 and Aug. 15 respectively,
council and the committee
of adjustment refused the
applications.

Predictably, the owner
filed appeals of these deci-
sions with the Ontario Land
Tribunal.

In September 2024, rather
than defend the aforemen-
tioned decisions before the
tribunal, council elected
to direct the town’s legal
counsel to engage in media-
tion to reach a negotiated
settlement with the appel-
lant (applicant) with regard
to these applications and
present such settlement to
the Ontario Land Tribunal.

In January last year, the
settlement was presented to
the Ontario Land Tribunal
and the official decision of
that body was published on
April 9,2025 (see: notl.com/
media/6051). Said decision
allowed for the severance
of the historic property into
two lots with site specific
zoning and multiple negoti-
ated provisions.

I would note that after
careful review of this deci-
sion, it is my opinion that at
no point in the document is
there direction — specific
or implied — that approval
of a site plan (such a plan
was not included in the at-

The Crysler-Burroughs House

tachments to the decision)
including any proposed
garage is required by the
town.

Further, the only men-
tion of a driveway entrance
off Queen Street is found
in 1.1.12 of the decision,
wherein it states that “the
owner/applicant must obtain
approval in the form of a
municipal entrance permit
from the town’s opera-
tions department for a new
driveway.”

In other words, the ap-
provals pursuant to a site
plan on part two (the new
lot containing the heritage
building), which included
an attached garage, and the
introduction of a driveway
off Queen Street remained
solely in the hands of
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s town
staff.

. FILE

However, the decision
does include, in part 1.1.5
(@), that the owner must
acquire a heritage permit
through the municipal
heritage committee for
“any alterations” (which
would certainly include an
attached garage) to the Part
IV designated dwelling.

Oddly, in the Jan. 14 mu-
nicipal heritage committee
meeting, town staff’s rec-
ommendation vis-a-vis the
heritage permit application
focused entirely on the de-
sign elements of the garage
— not on the question of
whether the garage attach-
ment to the heritage asset’s
facade or the driveway off
Queen Street should be
permitted at all.

In fact, when this issue

was queried by a member of

the committee at one hour

27 minutes into the meeting,
specifically asking about the
site plan and the entrance
off of Queen Street, the
town’s heritage planner
stated: “It was part of the
(tribunal) settlement, the ap-
plication that was approved
at the (tribunal). They got
approval for entrance off of
Queen Street and the (zon-
ing bylaw) approvals as part
of that settlement.”

The member responded,
“In other words, it is a done
deal.”

To which the heritage
planner replied, “Yes.”

This exchange clearly left
the members of the mu-
nicipal heritage committee
under the mistaken impres-
sion that approval of both
site plan and the driveway
were a part of the Ontario
Land Tribunal decision and
therefore unchallengeable.

Whereas, in reality, these
approvals had been gener-
ated by town staff and still
required (per said tribunal
decision) heritage permit
recommendations through a
municipal heritage commit-
tee vote to be taken after
due deliberation and appro-
priate consideration of the
impact on the designated
property by the members of
that committee.

It is also important to
observe that there is an
immense gulf between
the site-specific zoning as

approved in the tribunal
decision and actual site plan
approval.

Several municipal pro-
cesses related to proposed
and undertaken alterations
of this important heritage
property have been funda-
mentally flawed since the
Ontario Land Tribunal deci-
sion was rendered.

As such, it would behoove
the elected members of
town council to delay any
decisions pursuant to ap-
plications on this property
until it can be determined by
independent third party re-
view that the proceedings, to
date, have either fulfilled all
legal and statutory require-
ments or require correction
to ensure compliance.

At a minimum, the ap-
plication should be referred
back to the municipal
heritage committee with a
complete and accurate staff
recommendation encom-
passing whether, or not, a
heritage permit should be
approved for the proposed
attached garage in its cur-
rent form/location, and et al.

In my opinion, anything
less would be an insult to
the members of this com-
mittee and a slap in the face
to Old Town voters.

Brian Marshall is a
NOTL realtor, author and
expert consultant on archi-
tectural design, restoration
and heritage.

Darcy Price CPA
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1627 Niagara Stone Rd., Unit B2, Virgil
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OPINION

Can we please stop talking about immigration?

Ross Robinson
Columnist

Immigration has been
integral to our interesting
and mostly peaceful
Niagara. We stumble along
and manage to coexist.

Yes, I read a lot. Too
much, some say. Including
an almost complete perusal
of the New York Times
once a week. So much
information, following their
mantra of “All the news
that’s fit to print” (not “Print
all the news that will fit”).

Everyone seems to agree
that most of the current world
news is negative, taking our
moods down. I am trying my
best to stop consuming the
news of the world.

Permit me to quote Bruno
Rodriguez, Cuba’s foreign
minister, who wrote that

Cuba has the right to import
oil without interference.
“Law and justice are on
Cuba’s side. The U.S. is
behaving like a criminal
and uncontrolled hegemon
that threatens the peace and
security not only of Cuba
and this hemisphere but of
the entire world.”

What a nice way to talk
about your neighbour.

Heavy. Deep. I'll try to
lighten up.

How can we still be
debating the subject of
immigration? Especially
here in the new world, and
specifically in Niagara? We
have been so fortunate in
so many ways. Our terroir,
our physical location,
surrounded by virtually
limitless amounts of
fresh water. A generally
temperate climate. (Well,
not this week.)

The families of the people
in our agriculture sector
emigrated from so many
parts of the world. For
different reasons. Religious
and political persecution,
and also, many of them
were just plain hungry.

This week’s Ramblings is
veering way out of my usual
lane. Normally I stay local,

Ross Robinson says people should welcome new Canadians and celebrate diversity of

people and thought — after all, most of us are descendents of immigrants. MIDJOURNEY

sometimes with a message,
perhaps with a touch of
humour. But for a variety
of reasons, the recent news
cycles have been all over
immigration, deportation,
refugees and shifting the
borders of sovereign nations.
I love to be amongst
people from a variety of
backgrounds. Earlier today
I had a look at the list of
the recent lord mayors of

Niagara-on-the-Lake. All
well-meaning and hard-
working, and I believe
each of them did their best
to make our home town a
better place to live.

To list just a few, Jim
Marino, Mike Dietsch,
Stan Ignatczyk, and my
first lord mayor, Art Viola.
Arturo and his wife, Julie,
had immigrated to Canada
from the Philippines via

America, and they made
a real contribution to our
Niagara.

Art’s guiding principles
were respect and
collaboration. This is such
a contrast to the attitudes
of today. At all levels of
government. Negativity,
nitpicking, mudslinging,
accusations of wrong doing,
threatened lawsuits and on
and on.

I really think that, without
exception, our NOTL
councillors are working
hard, in good faith.

Since I am way out of
my normal lane, let me
take it a step further, into
a discussion of inclusivity.
Way back to 1963, and
Martin Luther King Jr.’s
unforgettable “I have a
dream” speech in front of
the Lincoln Memorial in
Washington D.C.

I have studied this brave
and eloquent speech and
its impact on history. Dr.
King said, “I have a dream
that my four little children
will one day live in a
nation where they will not
be judged by the colour
of their skin but by the
content of their character.”

Bringing this
Ross’s Ramblings to a
conclusion, I will again
say I am not a philosopher
or a historical scholar.
Just an amateur scribbler.
My thoughts are only my
thoughts.

I hope I sometimes
encourage readers to think
and communicate.

Going forward, our world
needs our help. Be kind.

rossrocket9@gmail.com

Welcome to 1053 Line 3 Rd., Niagara-on-the-Lake!
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Beautifully maintained, custom 2-storey home
situated on two picturesque acres, all surrounded by
vineyards! Multi-generational family? Look no further
as this 3,400 sq. ft. home showcases several living
spaces, ideal for growing families. Main floor primary
bedroom suite. Three bedrooms up, two with Jack
and Jill bath. Main floor office with separate entrance.
Two laundry rooms, two kitchens, basement with
private entrance. Screened in sunroom overlooking
sprawling backyard, endless vineyard views and the
Niagara Escarpment in the distance. This property
showcases an attached, double car garage, three
driveways and detached 40’ x 60" workshop with two
14" garage doors, perfect for large work vehicles and
equipment. MLS:X125916520 $1,699,000
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Direct: (905) 380-6410 | Office: (905) 468-4214
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OP'N'ON TO THE EDITOR

Is the town trying to administratively frustrate people?

Dear editor:

In the Jan. 15 issue of
The Lake Report, Stuart
McCormack, president of
the Niagara-on-the-Lake
Residents Association,
wrote an article about the
meaning of the engineer’s
iron ring — an article
without apparent purpose
and one that looked out of
place what with all the tri-
als and tribulation articles
involving town council’s
decisions and town staff’s
recommendations (“Letter:
The meaning behind the
engineer’s iron ring”).

I believe Mr. McCormack
was actually reminding the
recently appointed Jordan
Frost, P.Eng. (appointed as
director of public works and
infrastructure) of his ethi-
cal responsibility and the
humility denoted by the iron
ring he wears.

The NOTL Residents
Association is somewhat
built on the idea that town
council, for the most part,
approves the recommenda-
tions of town staff, and if
you can convince town staff

Niagara-on-the-Lake

gl

=

EST. 1781

Municipal Offices

HAUE A GREAT
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Letter writer Gienek Ksiazkiewicz says he’s frustrated town
staff and councillors seem to not respect or care about
experts opinions if they're held by residents. FILE

that its recommendations
can be constructively modi-
fied through solid fact-based
intelligent arguments, then
a positive workable alliance
is achieved with outcomes
that are both acceptable to
the residents of Niagara-on-
the-Lake and town council.
A win/win for everyone in a
friendly open forum.

Mr. Frost may be man-
dated with identifying the
deficiencies and issues in
both past and future real

estate development applica-
tions filled with developers’
self advocating story lines.
But, perhaps that aspect of
his job description is absent,
diluted or amorphous, and
he will not be opining on
the risk attributes of de-
velopments from a holistic
perspective with the same
intensity as one might hope.
We don’t know, and as
they say time will tell —
perhaps by the fall? A fall
juncture where the NOTL

municipal elections will
be upon us.

In the meantime, the
experiences of Mr. Steve
McGuinness (referencing
his Jan. 15 article, “The
Forum: Future councils will
inherit a colossal financial
mess”’), Ron Simkus (Par-
liament Oaks et al.), Kip
Voege (St. Davids/Tawny
Ridge’s infrastructure is-
sues), and many others (too
many to list herein), haven’t
historically experienced the
congenial logical fact-based
discussions that people
(had) hope(d) to achieve
with town council/staff.

Input is not received
well, and public presenta-
tions are seemingly there
for optics — for council
to say that the public had
been consulted, but have
their presentations been
really considered/analysed
or factored into council’s
decision-making process?

What meaningful changes
have resulted from all of
these public presentations?
Perhaps town council
can list out some of the

HOMES BY ADAM

Your Vision, Our Craft

Thoughtfully Built Homes & Renovations.
No Guesswork. No Shortcuts.

Custom homes, additions, and renovations delivered with
clarity, craftsmanship, and hands-on leadership.

Now booking select projects

homesbyadam.ca | 289-932-1870

resident’s important/major
recommendations that were
implemented, or those that
were not implemented? I
doubt that they will oblige.

Requests for access to
the town’s public docu-
ments that could confirm
the existence of a variety of
problematic items related
to council’s decisions, such
as infrastructure deficien-
cies (documents which
town council and town staff
should have reviewed when
they did their due diligence
and subsequent approvals)
are rebuffed/seemingly
withheld.

Town staff have declined
to provide this kind of
information referring the
individual to the clerks
department to discuss a
Freedom of Information
Act request, or leaving
no alternative but to file a
request under the Freedom
of Information Act.

It appears that the town
wants to administratively
frustrate individuals who
wish to review what should
be public documents. Is this

to be regarded as a strategy
to obfuscate short-sighted/
poor decision-making, or
something else?

So, what do you do when
town councill/staff don’t
really want to accept your
educated, well-thought-
out facts/ideas aimed at
improving the quality of the
decision-making through a
constructive methodologi-
cal process, and instead it
appears council/staff view
these facts/ideas as pos-
sibly some sort of challenge
to their authority or to
the rationale behind their
decision-making? Agree-
ing with residents might be
tantamount to admitting
inadequate due diligence?

The definition of insanity
is doing the same thing over
and over again and expect-
ing a different result.

Well, do you keep trying
to put more lipstick on in
the hopes that date night
will turn out better, or do
you forget about the lipstick
approach?

Gienek Ksiazkiewicz
St. Davids

" JANUARY 22-31 .

*some exclusions apply

GARY WATERS

NIAGARA'’S FINEST MEN’S AND LADIES

DESIGNER FASHION

271 MERRITT STREET ST. CATHARINES

garywaters.ca
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NEWS

U.S. tariffs push Niagara vendors to NOTL pop-up record show

Andrew Hawlitzky
The Lake Report

A record show at Royal
Canadian Legion Branch
124 last Saturday gave vinyl
fans a reason to browse and
buy close to home as cross-
border tariffs and shipping
costs squeeze online sellers.

The pop-up show was
organized by Legion
board member Chrystal
Haverstock to raise money
through door donations and
connect local “vinyl junk-
ies,” as she calls them, with
a small group of vendors.

For Simon Vaughn, a
vendor and DJ who lives
three blocks from the
Legion, the event reflected a
hard shift in how he makes
sales, directly affected by
the ongoing U.S.—Canada
trade war.

“With the tariffs being a
minimum of 30 per cent on
what we sell, there’s not re-
ally much room for profit,”
said Vaughn.

Vaughn said he and his
partner are “retired online
resellers” after pulling

i 4
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Customers peruse vinyls at the Branch 124 record show on Sunday. ANDREW HAWLITZKY

their shop, Chasing Nostal-
gia, because the numbers
stopped working.

“My market went from
being pretty big to very
small ... if you want me to
ship you a CD, it’s going to
cost $25 Canadian. Nobody
wants to pay that,” said
Vaughn.

On Tuesday, Prime
Minister Mark Carney told
the World Economic Forum

in Davos, Switzerland, that
“great powers” are using
economic integration as
“weapons,” while referenc-
ing “American hegemony”
regarding the ongoing trade
war.

Vaughn said costs have
changed what makes sense
for sellers, pushing them to-
ward local networking and
pop-ups instead of relying
on online orders.

PREMIUM SUITES
AVAILABLE

Are you considering senior living in the Hamilton
area”? This is the perfect time to discover the

He is lining up consign-
ment plans with White
Whale in Niagara Falls
and the Apothecary candy
store on King Street in St.
Catharines, with potential
work with Vintage Venture
in Niagara Falls. He said
he also has a future pop-up
planned at Limited Distill-
ery in Virgil.

The first pop-up at the
Branch 124 on Dec. 21

drew 105 people and raised
$455. Though the Legion
initially hesitated on com-
mitting to the record show,
said Haverstock, it ulti-
mately received a positive
reception.

“This is not something
that everybody understands
... it’s very specific and cli-
ents are hard collectors. But
people will travel and they
will go anywhere to get this
stuff,” said Haverstock.

Vaughn said lower-cost
events continue to matter
more as shoppers watch
their budgets.

“Shows that are afford-
able, like $20 and under,
[are] amazing, because
everybody knows the
economy’s not rich, and
people are having a hard
time now more than ever,”
said Vaughn.

Barry Grant, a Brock
University professor selling
from his personal collec-
tion, said he has been doing
it for years to get music into
the hands of people who
value it.

“I think people like the

‘warmer’ sound of vinyl as
opposed to digital sound,”
he said.

Grant said buyers are not
only returning to the format,
but often searching for dif-
ferent music than past collec-
tors. He was pleased to see
people of all ages coming
out to buy physical records.

Dana Kadikoff, an-
other vendor, said physical
records offer something
streaming does not.

“Vinyl is back. Every-
body’s collecting it again,
and they got to have that in
their hand,” said Kadikoff.

Volunteer Genevieve
Habib said the Legion also
used the show to promote
free memberships for 2026,
the branch’s 100th year.

“You don’t have to be a
Legionnaire or a family
member. It’s open to every-
body now,” said Genevieve
Habib, volunteer.

The next record show is
set for March 1 at the Op-
timist Centre in St. Catha-
rines from 10:30 a.m. to 4
p.m., with $5 admission.

andrew@niagaranow.com
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Across ﬁ/y&
1. Sheets and blankets (10)

7. Unfortunately (4)

9. Partly unrelated female sibling (10)

10. Grain husks (4) . o
Last 1SSuU€e’s answers

11. Investigate closely (5)
12. Of no value (9)

Crossword Puzzle
14. Dog-houses (7)

16. Altar cloth (7) 5 6 7

18. Cases (7)
20. Implore urgently (7) .

23. Inflammation of the stomach (9)
25. Wading bird (5)

28. Form of wrestling (4)

29. Beyond the power of Man (10)
30. Hay store (4)

31. The lot (10)

Down

2. Qualify (7)

3 Managed (5)

4. Leave out (4)

5. Frankfurter (3,3)

6. Small fish (5)

7. Vehicle for injured people (9)

8. Formerly the world's fourth largest
lake (4,3)

13. Stop up a hole (4)

15. Wee Willie Winkie's attire (9)
17. Grass (4)

19. Sea north of Australia (7)

21. Hanging cloth (7)

22. Baby's feeding bottle cap (6)
24. Point in question (5)

26. Not easily broken (5)

27. Salver (4)

NNIA3N

RE/MAX TEAM
IN CANADA!

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto — not just in town.

ST CATHARINES § ST CATHARINES @Y -ON- - NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

1 TERRAMA COURT 25 ARTHUR STREET 13 UPPER CANADA DRIVE 21 OAKLEY DRIVE
3 BED 3 BATH * 1,643 SQ. FT. 3 BED « 2 BATH 1,092 SQ. FT. 2+1BED - 2 BATH + 1,104 SQ. FT. 2+1BED » 3 BATH + 1,702 SQ. FT.
$549,900 $699,900 $999,900 $1,374,900

Call the brand that gets your home [NOTICED!

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.
905-641-0308 - Sold@GolfiTeam.com - www.GolfiTeam.com

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. fConditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated.

SCAN FOR A FREE
HOME EVALUATION
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EXPLORING HISTORY

e W |TH NOTL MUSEUM

300 years of Fort Niagara

Whether you’re enjoying the view during a round at the Niagara-on-the-Lake Golf Course or looking out
over the water from Queen’s Royal Park, Fort Niagara has long been a landmark across the river. In 2026,
one of its most iconic buildings, the French Castle, marks an impressive milestone — 300 years since its
construction. As the oldest standing building in the Great Lakes basin, the French Castle has guarded the
mouth of the Niagara River, a waterway that has long connected Indigenous nations and, later, it became
a meeting place for trade, diplomacy and conflict between nations. Over the centuries, the fort has been
controlled by the French, British and Americans and played an important role in the American Revolution
and the War of 1812. Through it all, Fort Niagara has remained a striking landmark and, to this day, it serves
as a reminder of how the river has always connected communities on both shores.

LEGION SUNDAYS!

OPEN MIC:

WITH HOST
BOB MONTG

A o5

MERY

> Branch 124

1 PIECE $12.00
2 PIECE $18.00

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Email us.

il Niagara-on-the-Lake

_ FISH FRY

EVERY THURSDAY 4PM - TPM

~ STAY AND ENJOY A SLICE OF PIE FOR DESSERT
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Nobel Prize in chemistry might change world of aviation

DR. BR“WN

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

Despite interest from
time to time in hydrogen
as a planet-friendly source
of energy free of all the
pollutants associated with
carbon-based fuels, hydro-
gen never caught on — that
is until this year’s Nobel
laureate in chemistry,
Omar Yaghi, who suggests
otherwise.

First, the downsides of
hydrogen. Based on recent
data from California, one
kilogram of hydrogen
costs $3 to produce using
electrolysis but the price
at the pump is $35 per
kilogram — 10 times the
cost of production because
of the costs associated with
storage and transportation.
The basic reason for both is
that by volume, hydrogen is
incredibly light and takes up
a lot of space. For example,
at room temperature, one
gram of hydrogen occupies
11 litres. That’s a lot of
room for very little energy.

Up to now, the solution
has been to compress hy-
drogen gas to pack far more
energy into a space conve-
nient enough for a vehicle.
Hydrogen gas can be com-
pressed to 5,000 to 10,000
psi — 50 to 100 times that
of the air pressure in our
bike and car tires. In this
form, hydrogen gas works
for big vehicles, but not
cars.

The other option has
been to store hydrogen as a
liquid at very low tem-
peratures: minus. That may
work for larger vehicles,
but again, not cars. Both
compression and liquefac-
tion are wasteful and not
cheap: compression wastes
up to 20 per cent of the
stored hydrogen energy and
liquefaction may be associ-
ated with “boil off,” which
may consume up to 50 per
cent of the energy.

Another option is to store
hydrogen in solid form in
metal hydrides, but this
requires temperatures up
to 300 degrees centigrade
to release the gas. In short,
none of the foregoing op-
tions are attractive because
they’re wasteful, bulky and
tricky to manage.

Enter Omar Yaghi, a
Nobel laureate in chemistry
in 2025 and his brilliant
solution for using hydrogen
to fuel aircraft, which was
highlighted by Graham

Chemist Omar Yaghi won the Nobel Prize in 2025 in

/i

chemistry for finding a way to use hydrogen to fuel aircraft
— a planet-friendly source of energy. WIKIMEDIA

Warwick in the November
2025 issue of the com-
mercial aviation magazine,
Aviation Week & Space
Technology.

What Yaghi and his co-
laureates, Richard Robson
and Susumu Kitagawa,
created were three-dimen-
sional molecules, metal-
organic frameworks, which
combined metals such as
copper, cobalt, nickel or
zinc with organic com-
pounds to create containers
divided by labyrinthine
internal spaces to increase
the internal surface area.

One of Yaghi’s recent
devices increased the
internal surface area of a
metal-organic frameworks
by a factor of 7,000 times,

making it a practical way
to store large quantities of
hydrogen at near normal
temperatures and pressures
— and, scaled up, enough
to provide safe hydrogen
fuel tanks for commercial
aircrafts.

For at least a decade now,
there has been consider-
able interest in Europe, the
U.S. and China in develop-
ing a lithium-ion (Li-ion)
battery-powered commuter
aircraft for short routes
within or between neigh-
boring cities. The problem
is range and complexity
and, as with most electric
vehicles, the cost to the en-
vironment isn’t seen by the
operator — it comes when
Li-ion batteries need to be

recycled or disposed with.

Yaghi’s suggestion makes
far more sense to me than
Li-ion batteries, because
hydrogen is a clean fuel
and there’s nothing nasty to
dispose of like Li batteries
at the end of the shelf-life
of the battery. The fact that
hydrogen can be stored in
a near-solid and readily
accessible form — all at
normal operating altitudes
and pressures — are huge
plusses.

The focus of Yaghi
and his team has been on
drones, but if the promise
of safe storage of useful
amounts of fuel can be
scaled up to commercial
aircrafts, it would be a
game-changer for an avia-
tion industry looking for a
way forward to cheaper and
much cleaner fuels.

Similar technology can
be used to capture car-
bon dioxide, methane and
other toxic gases and fluids,
cleaning water supplies,
extracting water from dry
dessert air — the list goes
on.

The whole exercise with
metal-organic frameworks
began with Richard Robson
40 years ago in Australia,
teaching students how
atoms link up to form
molecules. They created
complex molecules with
large interior spaces with
few practical applications

in mind at the time.

Later, Susumu Kitagawa
created the first metal-
organic frameworks
molecules with practical
applications in mind, but
his work wasn’t taken seri-
ously enough at that stage
to garner reliable funding.

It was left to Omar
Yaghi, born and raised
in Jordan and later a U.S.
citizen, who had the vision
and determination to apply
rational design to assemble
atoms and molecules like
Lego pieces to make large
flexible crystals with enor-
mous interior surface areas.

He and his team have
gone on to exploit metal-or-
ganic frameworks technolo-
gy to today’s level, in which
growth in metal-organic
frameworks technology and
practical applications is
now exponential.

Here was an example of
the evolution of a novel
technology in the hands of
the three laureates in chem-
istry who reimagined how
atoms and molecules might
be arranged to the eventual
advantage of humankind —
one of the core goals of all
Nobels in the sciences.

Dr. William Brown is
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the
InfoHealth series at the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library.
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Chrislyn D'Sylva Pires is set to take part in the Against All Odds competition on Jan. 27.

Her daughter, who has a neuromuscular disability, competed in 2023. DAN SMEENK

Inspired by her daughter’s health journey,
NOTLer becomes competitive speaker

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-Lake resi-
dent Chrislyn D’Sylva Pires
has had an eventful journey
as the parent of a daugh-
ter with a neuromuscular
disability and now hopes
to share her story after her
daughter found the courage
to tell hers.

Chrislyn will take part in
Speaker Slam’s 10th annual
Against All Odds competi-
tion in Toronto on Jan. 27,
marking her first public
speaking appearance.

She will compete against
nine other speakers, each
given five minutes to per-

suade a panel of four judges.

Judges assess speakers on
six criteria: message clarity,
storytelling, transformative
quality, entertainment, pre-
sentation and “it” factor.
Chrislyn’s daughter, Lau-
ren Pires, is now a profes-
sional speaker after years
of working in the non-profit
sector. Lauren first shared
her story publicly in 2023
at the same competition,
speaking about being diag-
nosed with a neuromuscular
disability in her early 20s.
She entered the competi-
tion after turning 30, and
it marked the first time she
spoke publicly about her
life. Chrislyn said the expe-
rience “changed her life.”
Lauren won her first
round and placed second in
the Grand Slam final, the
competition’s culminating
event held near the end of

the year.

After watching her
daughter’s success, Chrislyn
decided it was her turn to
step onto the same stage.

“I always knew, ‘Now, it’s
going to be my turn,” she
said.

Although she has never
spoken publicly before,
Chrislyn said the event
gives her a powerful reason
to push past that fear.

“The intention for me is
to share the story,” she said.
“It’s not totally about win-
ning.”

Lauren had a difficult
birth and was admitted to
the neonatal intensive care
unit. Doctors could not
identify her condition at the
time, and Chrislyn and her
husband were repeatedly
told their daughter might
not survive.

Lauren did survive, but
now lives with a disability
that leaves her with about
33 per cent of the muscle
power of an average person.
At the time, Chrislyn was
studying for her master of
business administration
at the Schulich School of
Business and working as a
financial analyst.

She eventually put her
career on hold to care for
her daughter.

“She wasn’t thriving when
I wasn’t (there),” she said.

“I look back and I think it
was the best thing I could’ve
done with my life.”

The family, which
includes Lauren’s brother,
grew up in Brampton. After
Lauren graduated from high

school, they later moved to
Switzerland for a period of
time.

Lauren took a gap year
between high school and
university while in Swit-
zerland, a country Chrislyn
said posed challenges for
someone with a neuromus-
cular disability because of
its mountainous terrain. It
took four months to find
suitable housing.

Lauren later returned
to Canada to attend the
University of Guelph, mark-
ing the first time she lived
independently, although her
grandparents lived about 20
minutes away.

She now lives in Missis-
sauga.

Chrislyn said one memory
from the time Lauren was
fighting for her life con-
tinues to guide her. At the
Hospital for Sick Children,
or SickKids, she saw a
board listing children who
had survived serious illness,
which gave her hope.

“I always thought, ‘If we
survive this, we’re going to
need to give hope to other
people in that situation,”
she said.

Chrislyn believes sharing
Lauren’s survival story can
help others facing similar
challenges.

“She’s definitely proven
and shown me that I do have
courage,” she said.

Tickets for the event are
available at speakerslam.
org/events.

daniel@niagaranow.com

Obituary & In Memoriam

Maureen Pospiech

POSPIECH, Maureen, Elizabeth (Donihee)—

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing
of Maureen on January 12,2026, at the Greater Niagara
General Hospital, at the age of 78.

Beloved wife of the late Bruce (2019) of 48 years.
Devoted mother of Matthew (Sarah), Daniel (Courtney)
and Kathleen. Adored grandmother of Nicholas (Cheyenne).
Dear sister of Barbara Donihee (Robert Graham), and sister-

in-law of Ruth (Glenn) Hunter. Fondly remembered by her
nieces; Wendy (Ken)Stewart, Jolene Ellwood, Amanda, and
nephew Raymond (Tracey) Hunter, and by many friends.

Born in Cornwall, ON, in 1947. In 1971 Maureen married
the love of her life, Bruce, and they settled in Virgil in the home of her dreams; the original
farmhouse on the creek, which Bruce rebuilt to suit their growing family. Maureen greatly
enjoyed her perennial garden, which Bruce planted and she “tended”. Her greatest joy,
however, was her children. She was a hockey and lacrosse mom and served on the executives
of both. Lacrosse was her favorite, though, and insisted that loud cheering was part of the
game. She loved the summer tournaments, and the camping that came with it, surrounded by
other players, and their families, that strong ties were made there.

In keeping with Maureen’s wishes, cremation has taken place. A celebration of life will
be announced and held at a later date. As an expression of sympathy, those who wish may
make a memorial donation to Niagara-on-the-Lake Minor Lacrosse. Memories, photos and
condolences may be shared at www.morganfuneral.com.

You can shed tears that she is gone
Or you can smile because she has lived
You can close your eyes and pray she will come back
Or you can open your eyes and see all that she has left
Your heart can be empty because you can’t see her
Or you can be full of love that you shared

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday
Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday

You can remember her and only that she is gone

Or you can cherish her memory and let it live on

You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back
Or you can do what she would want: smile, open your eyes, love and go on.

MacKenzie King

May 16, 1995- January 22,2021

“No matter how I spend my days or what I do,
there isn’t any morning or night when I don’t think of you.’

bl

- Tom and Blakely

For obituary and memorial inquiries,

please contact megan@niagaranow.com.
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TEXT OR CALL GREG TODAY @ 905.329.3484
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3 FEDORKOW LANE, NOTL
LIST PRICE *2,250,000.00

FREE HOME
EVALUATION

CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

905.329.3484

siiion iERely RE/MAX

RE/MAX
CIRCLE or
LEGENDS
we

RE/MAX
NIAGARA

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND
OPERATED

#1 RealtOI‘ in Niagara (0] )] the Lake Since 2021 *transactions and volume
*1,000,000,000 in Real Estate Sold in Niagara
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CALL ANGELIKA =SOLDYT

TOP RATED AGENT IN
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!

FREE HOME EVALUATION! Y

CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!
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Niagara on the Lake Real Estate Agent
Angelika Zammit

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT

REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD

Cornerstone
Association of REALTORS®

PROFIT

& L]
Te ::: Toronto Regional
* *e Real Estate Board

/ Q listgloba [ly ELUXUBYHOMES.COM“

- Free packing of your house / estate
cleanup/decluttering services***

- World class videography, photos and
drone footage, high quality hard cover
print brochures & advertising in print
media

- Large social media presence and
extensive unique marketing techniques

- Your property will be globally listed
gaining world wide exposure and will be
seen on all real estate boards in Ontario

- Passionate to be of service

We offer a 24/7 open line of communication
Several testimonials and 5 star reviews

* * k% % %

« Long term presence in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Local

Right at Home Realty Team Office in NOTL (Over
6000 in GTA, #1 independent brokerage in the
GTA for 10 years*¥*)

« Angelika previously owned a highly successful

marketing/media business in Toronto for over 20

+ Respected by colleagues and

« Over 12 years of real estate business
« Knowledge in all aspects of real

« Up to date on Mortgage trends and

« Contribution to charities
« Your property is advertised on all 23

community
properties (waterfront, residential,
agricultural, commercial and leases)

state of economy, strategy to sell

Real Estate boards in Ontario plus

- Home renovation experience
« Help Elderly Relocate

years. Built relationships with Fortune 500, big
banks, CTV, Global, Olympics, Film Festival.

globally listed in over 200 countries

FEATURED LISTINGS
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<774 $1,275,000 : ~ FORTHE FIRST YEAR!
D 33-88 LAKEPORT ROAD

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, JAN 25
:00 PM - 4:00 PM

13 OAK DRIVE
FULLY « ﬁ s )
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: = $799,000 | : : =570 $899,000
15756 NIAGARA PKWY 507 MISSISSAGUA STREET 335 WILLIAM STREET
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ol i $998,ooo
267 VICTORIA STREET

$699,000 $899,000 FEEEE $999,000

15 ANDRES STREET 318 CONCESSION 3 ROAD

16 WYCKLIFFE AVE 225 ANNE STREET

496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NIJAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKETEAM
Bringing GTA Buyers to Niagara-On-The-Lake
#1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTA FOR

10 YEARS** LUXURY REAL ESTATE

*Based on reviews from Rate-My-Agent.com, a triple verified review platform **TRREB Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31, 2022, combined units sold.
***FREE GIFT OF 10 HOURS OF PACKING AND DECLUTTERING SERVICES - excludes tenanted areas ****Based on closed transactions in the Burlington / Niagara Right At Home Realty Office, 2022, 2023, 2024




