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O’Connor to

o | Pire damages historic Glencairn

mayor powers’ . . : L L .
yorp Advocates call it a massive loss for NOTLs hertiage, investigation is ongoing

Julia Sacco

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Coun. Sandra O’Connor
plans to argue against Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake’s use of the
newly announced “strong
mayor powers” granted by
the provincial government
to a large swath of munici-
palities in Ontario.

During Tuesday night’s
committee of the whole
meeting, O’Connor an-
nounced a notice of motion
for town council to petition
the province to rescind the
powers granted to NOTL.

The motion will be
discussed at length during
the next council meeting on
April 29.

The province announced
last week that 169 mu-
nicipalities would be granted
strong mayor powers as of
May 1, with NOTL included.

O’Connor told The Lake

Report that strong powers :
allocated to Lord Mayor NOTL firefighters battle a blaze at the historic Glencairn house on the Niagara Parkway early Wednesday morning. DOUG MUNKLEY

Gary Zalepa would jeop-
ardize equal representation Julia Sacco | Local Journalism Initiative | The Lake Report
among councillors.
“Once the power is given T he historic Glencairn cause of the blaze and assessing  fire coming from the three-storey that the estate was on fire.
to one of those (councillors), Estate at 14785 Ni- the extent of the damage to the home, built in 1832. “I immediately looked out the
this being the lord mayor, agara River Pkwy. was 193-year-old home. Neighbour Doug Munkley window and saw that my stepson
who can make decisions engulfed in flames Wednesday Around 6 a.m., Niagara-on- lives a few houses down the — the volunteer firefighter’s —
unilaterally on certain morning. The provincial fire the-Lake Fire and Emergency parkway and received a text
marshal is looking into the Services responded to reports of ~ around 4:45 a.m. alerting him Continued on Page 5
Continued on Page 6
The Lake Report named top newspaper in Ontario
p p p p Poilievre is [rul;;:z:t —atpandering
Staff munity Newspapers Asso- The association’s Better editors, publishers and again won more accolades
The Lake Report ciation’s annual journalism  Newspapers Competition advertising staff gathered at  than any other publication
awards last Friday night. awards dinner and conven- Queen’s Landing last Friday  in the province. With its 19
The staff of The Lake Among the honours, tion was held in-person for and Saturday for two days latest honours, the news-
Report headed home loaded =~ NOTL’s paper was named the first time since 2019 and  of meetings, seminars and paper and its niagaranow.
down with armfuls of the top Ontario community ~ Niagara-on-the-Lake was celebrations of excellence in  com website have earned
plaques after winning 19 newspaper overall in the chosen as the venue. community journalism.
awards at the Ontario Com-  largest circulation class. Reporters, photographers, The Lake Report, once Continued on Page 4
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Councillors delay approving fire station swap

Julia Sacco

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Council had a lot of
questions and concerns for
the town’s fire chief after
he came to town hall ask-
ing for support to relocate
Niagara-on-the-Lake Fire
& Emergency Services
from Old Town to Virgil.

Fire Chief Jay Plato
made a presentation during
Tuesday evening’s commit-
tee of the whole meeting,
outlining the need to relo-
cate staff from Old Town
to Virgil.

After a lengthy discus-
sion, instead of approving
the move, council asked
staff to look into the
details of the proposal and
come back to it with more
information.

They wouldn’t be ap-
proving the move neces-
sarily, Plato said: They
would be supporting the
proposed project, as-
signing the $175,000 to
the project and directing
staff to issue a request for
proposal.

Plato said fire and emer-
gency services’ recommen-
dation was not to begin
construction, but rather to

be ready when the time
comes to begin construc-
tion on a new building.

The relocation would
create a more community-
accessible and efficient fire
department, Plato said.

The proposal includes
asking council to allocate
$175,000 of capital re-
serves to be used for archi-
tectural and construction
drawings of the proposed
relocation.

The funding would be
reallocated from two capi-
tal projects, which came in
significantly under budget,
Plato said.

“$200,000 is coming
back into capital reserves.
What we’re hoping to do
is reallocate $175,000 of
that.”

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
questioned why this pre-
sentation was not made
during budget discussions
two months ago.

Plato said he had hoped
the town would have a new
chief administrative officer
by the time of the presen-
tation.

“In all reality, this proj-
ect has been on the table
for about a year,” he said.

“We were waiting for
anew CAO to bring this

project forward.”

Plato said the hope for
stability with someone in
the permanent CAO role
meant the fire department
kept delaying the proposal.

Zalepa said he is not com-
fortable moving forward
with the project after a
lengthy council discussion.

“I think there are more
questions than I feel com-
fortable moving forward
with. There’s some more
work to be done here to
move to a better place,” he
said.

Several councillors
raised concerns and ques-
tions to Plato during his
presentation.

Coun. Erwin Wiens was
confused as to how the
$175,000 price tag was
reached.

“It costs $175,000 to go
to an architect and say,
‘Give me drawings?’”
Wiens said.

Coun. Andrew Niven
wanted to clarify just how
accurate the new proposed
response times of a station
in Old Town would be.

Plato’s presentation
included two maps illus-
trating Old Town versus
Virgil fire station six-min-
ute response times — the

Virgil station was able to
reach much more of the
community faster than Old
Town.

Niven asked Plato to
confirm that he is con-
fident in the drive time
proposed.

“That’s the only thing
that really stands out to
me,” Niven said.

Plato confirmed he is
happy with the data in the
report.

Coun. Sandra O’Connor
said she could not support
the move to Virgil due to
“several risk factors.”

“Our community risk
map shows several blocks
in Old Town as high-risk,”
she said, referring to the
likelihood of fires break-
ing out in the area.

Plato noted the fire de-
partment added more staff
in Old Town, which has
helped the station meet the
needs of the community.

Three years ago, there
were 14 firefighters as-
signed there. Today, there
are 22 out of 25 staff
spaces filled, Plato said.

No timeline was set to
discuss the report again,
with councillors urging
staff to move quickly.

juliasacco@niagaranow.com
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A rendering of the future Clayfield hotel that will be at the centre of the Village development, set to open in 2026.

First look at Village hotel and retail spaces

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

A major commercial
development is coming to
the gateway entrance of Old
Town Niagara-on-the-Lake,
and now residents can know
what it will look like.

The Village announced
the Clayfield Commons, an
eight-acre mixed-use project
featuring retail, office space,
a grocery store, restau-
rants and a hotel, at Stratus
Vineyards last night, with
illustrations of the design.

The development is set to
be completed by May 2026.

“I don’t think there’s been
any bigger investment in
Niagara-on-the-Lake that
I'm aware of — we’ve lived
here for some time,” said
John Hawley, developer of
the Village neighbourhood,
which includes Clayfield
Commons, in an interview
with The Lake Report.

Hawley did not disclose
the exact cost of the project.

But he says the develop-
ment is expected to make
millions of dollars an-
nually and create at least
350 full-time jobs, along
with hundreds of part-time
positions.

“I think it will certainly
be a tremendous asset for
the future of Niagara-on-
the-Lake,” he said.

&4
W

NIAGARA-ON- -THE LAKE

| FOODLAND

A rendering of the future two-storey Foodland grocery store coming to the Village.

Construction is already
underway at 111 Garri-
son Village Dr., where a
102-room Clayfield Hotel
is being built as part of the
Unbound Collection by
Hyatt. A new two-storey
“next generation” Foodland
is also in the works.

Hawley said the Village
has full architectural con-
trol over the grocery store,
which is why it is being
called a “next generation”
Foodland.

When complete, Clay-
field Commons will offer
55,000 square feet of
retail space with seven to
eight new establishments
and 28,000 square feet of
office space. The site will
include ample parking and

a central outdoor square
for events.

“(We) plan to have sched-
uled events on the outdoor
square on a regular basis,”
he said. “We really wanted
to create a place that people
love and will, you know,
cherish.”

The development will fea-
ture a café and up to three
restaurants, with a focus on
highlighting creators and
entrepreneurs in the Niagara
region, Hawley said.

“We really want to show-
case that,” he said.

The Clayfield Commons
site already features a
CIBC, Shoppers Drug Mart
and The Village Medical
Centre.

Hawley and his family are

developing the site with Da-
vid Feldberg, owner of Stra-
tus Vineyards and President
and CEO of Teknion.

“John and I are deter-
mined that Clayfield Com-
mons and The Clayfield
Hotel, like Stratus, reflect
an unparalleled commit-
ment to quality and design,”
said Feldberg in a news re-
lease issued by the Village
on April 16.

And despite the ongoing
construction, the Farmers’
Market @ the Village will
continue this year, Hawley
said.

“It is tougher with the
construction, but we don’t
want to stop and (want) to
carry on this year,” he said.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Three candidates reject chief administrator position

Julia Sacco

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Nobody who has been
offered the job wants to be
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s chief
administrative officer.

More than a year after the
town’s former chief ad-
ministrative officer Marnie
Cluckie stepped down
from the role, NOTL is still
without a permanent staff
member to fill the role.

Bruce Zvaniga still serves

as interim CAO at this time.

In a media release
Wednesday evening, staff
confirmed job offers were
extended to three different
candidates.

“For various personal and
professional reasons, these
offers were declined,” the
release said.

The most recent rejection
was earlier this month, the
town noted.

Recruitment efforts are

said to continue over the
coming months.

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
said recruitment for such
an important position can
“take time.”

“I am confident that we
will find the right candidate
to lead our town into the
future,” Zalepa said in the
release.

Councillors requested an
update on the process back
in January, the recruit-
ment company Phelps

Group provided one during
Wednesday evening’s coun-
cil meeting.

Councillors, staff and the
Phelps Group discussed the
recruitment process during
a more than 40-minute
closed session.

Staff said next steps in
the recruitment process will
include “renewed market
engagement and targeted
outreach, followed by an
expedited selection process.”

juliasacco@niagaranow.com
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Paper earns 19 accolades in provincial competition

Continued from Front Page

131 provincial and national
awards since 2020.

In all, Niagara-on-the-
Lake’s newspaper was first
in seven categories, second
in four others, along with
seven third-placings and one
honourable mention.

In the general excellence
category, in which one
edition from each of May
and September had to be
submitted, The Lake Report
was judged the best newspa-
per in Ontario in the largest
circulation category, 8,000
and up.

The independent judges,
all from outside Ontario,
called the paper “a joy to
read” and credited the staff
for strong reporting, good
design and “commitment to
represent all facets of the
community.”

“Feature stories, of which
both issues had great ex-
amples, make this newspa-
per a must-read for anyone
living in the area, offering a
unique product that can’t be
replicated by other sources
of media.”

NOTL native Dave Van
de Laar was honoured as
Ontario’s Photographer
of the Year for the second
straight time.

He also took top honours
for Best Feature Photo, for
an image of six-year-old
Jack Hill enjoying a quiet
moment while dressed as
a soldier for Maj.-Gen. Sir
Isaac Brock’s 254th birth-
day celebrations at Queen-
ston Heights.

Van de Laar also earned a
third-place award for Sports
Photo, a page 1 image of
Niagara Predators’ junior
hockey player Tyler Gear-
ing consoling all-star goalie
Zane Clausen after the team
was knocked out of the
2024 league playoffs.

The work of former staff
reporter Richard Wright
was singled out in the Best
Online Experience category
for part one of his exhaus-
tive “Summer of the Flood”
series.

It documented the trials
and tribulations of residents

L

NOTL
vineyards
survive
bitter frost

Richard Harley | The Lake Report

One man’s journey with ALS

From healthy to long-term care in months, Peter Earle is closing up shop. And life

Upper Canada Lodge.
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Jack Hill, 6, in costume as a Canadian sol
at Queenston Heights on Friday. The afternoon was filled with historical lectures and tours. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

[ . S
n. Sir Isaac Brock's 254th birthday

whose homes and properties
were flooded last summer
after extreme rainstorms
caused flash flooding in
June and July.

The paper’s Aug. 5,2024,
edition won the Best Edito-
rial Page or Section award.
It featured five pages of
opinion, commentary and
letters.

Former staffer Evan Lo-
ree’s emotive image of Kat
Forbes and Brandon Poirier
enjoying the 2024 Candle-

light Stroll was judged Most
Creative Grip and Grin
photo.

The newspaper’s five-
page celebration of win-
ning 27 provincial awards
was selected Best In-house
Promotion.

The work of former
reporter Richard Hutton, re-
tired managing editor Kevin
MacLean and reporter Julia
Sacco for stories related to
the firing of NOTL chief
librarian Cathy Simpson re-

ceived an honourable men-
tion in the Best Investigative
News Story category.

The newspaper’s 14-page
package marking Interna-
tional Women’s Day was
honoured with a third-place
award in the prestigious
Community Service cat-
egory.

The Lake Report’s web-
site, www.niagaranow.com,
earned second in the Best
Community Newspaper
Website category.

Above: The Lake Report
was awarded first place
for General Excellence

for two issues in May and
September 2024. Left:
Photographer Dave Van
de Laar won three awards,
one for this photo of a
child taking a break during
a celebration of Maj-Gen.
Sir Issac Brock’s birthday at
Queenston Heights.

Sacco finished second in
the Arts & Entertainment
category with her colourful
feature on NOTL artist Ed-
ward Spera’s expedition to
Canada’s Arctic to capture
images of wildlife.

Sacco also took second
in Health & Wellness
for “Room to grow,” an
in-depth news feature in
our ongoing Code Grey
health series. The winning
entry focused on the need
in NOTL for more health

and medical services for
seniors.

She also was third in the
Reporter of the Year con-
test, earning accolades for a
selection of stories, notably
her front-page account of
Alexis Dowsett’s frustrating
problems in getting access
to transit in NOTL after
Niagara Region changed
providers.

Wright’s multi-part “Sum-
mer of the Flood” series
was second in the Best
Feature or News Series over
8,000 circulation. The entry
included in-depth story
packages from the Aug.

29 and Sept. 5, 12 and 19
editions.

Editor-in-chief Richard
Harley’s strongly worded
full-page editorial castigat-
ing Conservative leader
Pierre Poilievre for the lies,
pandering and misleading
comments he made during a
visit to NOTL last summer
was third in the Best Edito-
rial (over 8,000) competi-
tion.

Judge Thom Barker of
Black Press Media in B.C.
called it ““a comprehensive
look at a very important
subject,” noting it was
“well-argued and fully sup-
ported by the paper’s own
work.”

Harley also took third
in Feature Writing (over
8,000) for his deeply emo-
tional front-page story about
NOTL businessman Peter
Earle’s battle with ALS and
plans to end his life on his
own terms.

Community contributor
John DeLorenzi’s drone
photo of workers and heavy
equipment are building a
500-metre breakwall and
walkway near Fort Missis-
sauga and the NOTL Golf
Club was ranked third in the
Best News Photo competi-
tion.

The eye-in-the-sky im-
ages gave readers a rare
overhead perspective of
the Lake Ontario shoreline
and the massive rebuilding
project.

MacLean and Harley also
shared third place honours
for Headline Writing.

Left: The Lake Report
took home a whopping

19 provincial awards for
journalism excellence.
Right: Publisher Richard
Harley accepts the General
Excellence award from
Ontario Community
Newspapers Association
president Colleen Green
during an awards ceremony
at the Queen’s Landing
hotel on Friday.

MAY CHANG/

DAVE VAN DE LAAR
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Glencairn an important part of (Queenston history: Museum

Continued from Front Page

car was gone,” Munkley
told The Lake Report.

“Then I looked in the other
direction and I saw an or-
ange glow above Glencairn.”

By the time Munkley
walked over to take a look,
the home was fully en-
gulfed, with flames coming
out of both wings of the
house.

Several firefighters were
on site, with around five
hoses attacking the flames,
Munkley said.

Living nearby, Munkley
had been in the home a
number of times.

“We’ve got a few memen-
tos of the house and lots of
memories there,” he said.

Munkley visited the home
again, an hour later, around
6:30 and said the fire was
suppressed but “obviously
still a concern.”

By his third visit a bit
later, the fire was fully con-
tained, but damage to the
property was obvious.

“[I] looked at the damage
from the back side and the
front and it’s pretty clearly a
total loss,” Munkley said.

In a media release
Wednesday afternoon,
NOTL town staff said the

.

o e

heritage property “sustained
extensive damage.”

“The Office of the Fire
Marshal has been engaged
and will continue its investi-
gation into the cause of the
fire in the coming days,” the
release said.

In an interview, Fire
Chief Jay Plato said the
Ontario fire marshal is
investigating the incident.

“They came down this af-
ternoon and started. They’re
going to continue on into
tomorrow,” he said.

Plato said there isn’t a
whole lot to the investiga-
tion on Wednesday, as only
the outside of the building
was assessed.

Thursday, he said, is when
“they really dive in and
start to uncover or try to get
to another layer of it.”

Left: There is extensive damage all around the roof.

R

Plato confirmed the cause
of the fire is not known at
this time and the investi-
gation is still underway.

He said an official report
will likely take a couple of
weeks.

Around 50 to 60 NOTL
volunteer firefighters and
trucks from all five fire
stations responded to the
structure fire.

Coun. Gary Burroughs,
also a member of the mu-
nicipal heritage committee,
said it is really too early to
comment on the damage
from his perspective.

“Friends of ours on the
U.S. side saw the flames and
it was enormous,” Bur-
roughs said in an interview.

“But until the fire mar-
shals have had a good look
at it, there’s no point in even

ET

guestimating whether it’s a
total tear-down.”

There has been no discus-
sion as of yet between the
heritage committee, Bur-
roughs said, but the home
built in 1837 is undoubtedly
of heritage value.

“It’s definitely a heritage
home. It was designated last
year,” he said.

The home received its
heritage designation last
April.

Around 11 a.m. Wednes-
day morning, Lord Mayor
Gary Zalepa sent a text
statement saying he would
not comment until the scene
was cleared.

At 5 p.m., Zalepa reached
out to The Lake Report,
saying the fire is “deeply
upsetting for many in our
community.”

% " . o

DAVE VAN DE LAAR Right: A photo from the U.S. shows firefighters battling the blaze. SOURCED

“Our thoughts and
sincere condolences are
with the property owner,
and we are grateful for
the swift response from
our volunteer firefighters
who worked diligently to
bring the situation under
control,” wrote Zalepa.

Shawna Jarman, the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Mu-
seum’s assistant curator,
said staff were “devastat-
ed” to hear about the loss
of the property.

The property not only
reflects the history of
NOTL, but the history of
Queenston due to its con-
nections to the prominent
Hamilton family, Jarman
said.

“It is such a loss and
really proves why heritage
designation is so important

n ]

for Niagara-on-the-Lake
especially,” she said.

The NOTL Museum also
posted a statement on so-
cial media on the historic
property.

“We are heartbroken to
learn about the fire that
has ravaged the historic
Glencairn home this morn-
ing,” the post said.

The post includes a
graphic, detailing history
about the classic Greek Re-
vival home, which was built
for boat builder and Upper
Canada Legislative Assem-
bly member John Hamilton.

The Niagara River Park-
way remains closed near
the site but is expected to
reopen shortly, accord-
ing to the town’s media
release.

juliasacco@niagaranow.com
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Integrity commissioner rejects complaint,
says Wiens has no conflict with cousin

Andrew Hawlitzky
The Lake Report

A complaint alleging a
conflict of interest case in-
volving NOTL Coun. Erwin
Wiens and Premier Doug
Ford was rejected by the
town’s integrity commis-
sioner, prompting an appeal.

Virgil resident Steve
McGuinness alleged Wiens
violated conflict-of-interest
rules through private meet-
ings arranged at the property
of Wiens’ cousin Rainer
Hummel and potential
agricultural benefits from the
provincial government.

Janice Atwood and Jeffrey
A. Abrams of Principles
Integrity, a partnership op-
erating as NOTL’s integrity
commissioner, concluded
on April 9 that Wiens did
not breach municipal ethics
guidelines.

The decision noted
Wiens’ relationship with
Hummel, a prominent local
developer, did not constitute
an automatic conflict due to
the distant familial link as
cousins.

McGuinness plans to
challenge the decision

The Town of NOTL's integrity commissioner says Coun.
Erwin Wiens is not in a conflict of interest for voting on
matters that directly affect his cousin. FILE

with provincial authorities,
claiming the commission-
er’s findings were flawed
and overlooked a broader
pattern of potential ethical
compromise.

“The integrity commis-
sioner chooses to respond to
each step in the complaint
in isolation without con-
sidering the overall series
of events that together may
create a pattern creating the
appearance of a potential
conflict of interest,” said
McGuinness.

The complaint specifical-
ly targeted Wiens’ arrange-
ment of a private meeting
with Premier Doug Ford

at Hummel’s Queen Street
estate in late 2024, where
provincial funding for Shaw
Festival improvements and
agricultural irrigation issues
were discussed.

During a February
campaign stop at Niagara
District Airport — another
Wiens-arranged event —
Ford announced a $35-mil-
lion funding commitment to
the Shaw Festival.

During this visit, The
Lake Report asked Ford
about his meeting with
Hummel at the campaign
stop, to which the premier
commented that it was a
simple fundraiser.

“I don’t ever discuss busi-
ness at the homes of who-
ever. That’s private business,
and I’'m very transparent.
What I discuss, I discuss at
the press conferences,” said
Ford.

McGuinness argues
Wiens’ active role in arrang-
ing these events, coupled
with Ford’s announcement,
created the appearance of
impropriety.

The commissioner, how-
ever, determined these events
did not constitute evasion
of disclosure requirements,
nor did Wiens’ agricultural
interests amount to conflicts
due to a “common interest”
exception.

McGuinness says the
ruling contradicts prior
decisions made by former
integrity commissioner Ed-
ward McDermott and raises
concerns over why the town
replaced McDermott with
Principles Integrity.

“It begs the question: Was
it a cost-control measure, or
are they opinion shopping
because they didn’t like Mc-
Dermott’s stricter interpre-
tations?” said McGuinness.

andrew@niagaranow.com

Councillors to review
Strong mayor pOwers

Continued from Front Page

things, then we no longer
have the power the people
have given us to represent
them,” O’Connor said.

Other councillors have
raised concerns about the
potential limit on “housing
dollars” (financial assistance
programs that improve hous-
ing affordability), she said.

She noted this informa-
tion will come to council,
but with new council proce-
dures, O’Connor had to get
the notice of motion in front
of councillors long before
the next meeting.

Her decision to bring
forth the motion is not about
individuals or who is in
power, O’Connor said.

“It’s about fair represen-
tation.”

In an interview, Zalepa
said he found the motion to
be “somewhat premature.”

“I would hope that coun-
cil members would want to
actually review the informa-
tion before debating and
proposing motions,” he said.

Zalepa contacted mem-
bers of council to let them
know of the announcement

from the province, but
council did not have all of
the details yet because the
regulation hadn’t been ap-
proved, he said.

As of Wednesday, Zalepa
said it is his understanding
that the regulation is being
published today.

“I’ve asked the CAO to
review that in detail and
provide guidance and input
to council so they under-
stand ‘what does this actu-
ally mean,” Zalepa said.

“We don’t know exactly
what this looks like,” he said.

Coun. Maria Mavridis
seconded O’Connor’s notice
of motion and agrees that
she and council need more
information.

“We’re getting told one
thing from someone and
then something totally dif-
ferent from another person,”
she said.

Mavridis wants to better
understand what strong
mayor powers would do, not
only for the present council
but for the future, she said.

There has been no formal
discussion on the strong
mayor powers.

juliasacco@niagaranow.com

FEDERAL

ELECTION

MONDAY, APRIL 28

There are ways you can vote early.
You can vote:

At your assigned
advance polling station
from Friday, April 18,
to Monday, April 21,
9 a.m.to 9 p.m.

At any Elections Canada
office until Tuesday, April 22,
6 p.m.

By mail - Apply by
Tuesday, April 22,
6 p.m.

Check your voter information card or visit elections.ca for all the ways you can vote.

Visit elections.ca for the official information you need to vote

1-800-463-6868

elections.ca

E TTY 1-800-361-8935

EOND

#I1tsOurVote

Elections Canada
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The Gale family may
have sold their long-running
business, Gales Gas Bars
Limited and Bob’s Fast &
Fresh Convenience, but
third-generation owner-op-
erator Jessica (Gale) Friesen
says community support
for the gas station and
convenience store company
should continue.

“There are really good peo-
ple working there and they
deserve Niagara’s support,”
said Friesen, in an interview
with The Lake Report.

“My kids are getting older
and my husband and I are
wanting to travel and enjoy
life a little bit more — and
it just worked out.”

Friesen said protecting
her staff was a top priority
in the sale, so she is proud
to have negotiated a deal to
ensure all employees kept
their jobs, wages and ben-
efits under the new owners
— 1001175390 Ontario Ltd.

“They were as unaffected
by this major change as
possible,” she said. “It has
been very important to me,
always, to take care of my
employees.”

i E—

Niagara-on-the-Lake resident John Floris pays at the pump at Gales Gas Bar in St. Davids.

The family-owned business sold this month after 58 years of operation. FILE

She’s now looking for-
ward to a summer off to
spend time with her two
children, ages 16 and 17,
before deciding on her next
steps in the fall.

Friesen said her children
weren’t interested in tak-
ing over Gales — at least,
not yet.

“I’ve never wanted to put
pressure on either of them
to take over something that
they may not have wanted
to and I wasn’t going to
wait another 10 or 15 years,
just to find out that neither
of them were interested —

B D Fos

73 St. Paul Street W, St Catharines
Five Bedrooms | Four Bathrooms
$1,049,900

59 South Drive, St. Catharines
Four Bedrooms | Two Bathrooms

$879,900

when I had a deal like this,”
she said.

She said both the family
she grew up in and the one
she’s raising now are deeply
rooted in Niagara-on-the-
Lake, where one of the
Gales locations operates at
1487 Niagara Stone Rd.

“We are very heavily
entrenched in the Niagara-
on-the-Lake community,”
she said.

An on-and-off NOTL
resident for 35 of the past 40
years, Friesen announced
the sale on the company’s
Facebook page on April 10.

DAYV
D e L

The post prompted more
than 200 comments from
residents — some support-
ive, others questioning her
decision to step away.

“You’re in business to
make the right decisions,”
she said. “Sometimes, the
right decision is to sell.”

“I’ve seen some things
online about how I aban-
doned the company and
individuals that have called
me a coward and that’s not
the case at all,” she said.

Friesen said she had
hoped to remain involved
during the transition to help

I DS
AAT

DAVIDSDELAAT.COM

Real Honest. Real Friendly. Real Estate

8311 Vegter Court, Niagara Falls
Four Bedrooms | Three Bathrooms
$1,049,900

86 Parkside Drive, St. Catha

Four Bedrooms | Three Bathrooms

$859,900

ensure a smooth handover,
but the new owners did not
wish to retain her, she said.

“I offered to stay on, but
they were not interested,”
she said, adding that there
was a pull to remain, as
some of the staff were
people she had worked with
for 20 to 30 years.

As owner-operator,
Friesen oversaw all aspects
of the business, from major
contracts to the workplace
culture. She also managed
dispatching, maintained fuel
levels at sites and negotiated
with suppliers.

While the idea of selling
had surfaced before, Friesen
said she never took it seri-
ously because most of the
interest was only in parts of
the company.

“If something came by
my desk, yeah, I'd look at
it,” she said. “It was all kind
of piecemeal.”

“But this was the first
time where it was someone
who wanted to take over
everything,” she said.

Friesen said she spoke
with her father, Bob Gale
— the second-generation
owner — before finalizing
the sale, out of respect, not
obligation.

“I wanted to make sure

6140 Curlin C
Four Bedrooms | Three Bathrooms
$1,225,000

that we were both comfort-
able with this,” she said,
though she was the owner-
operator for the last 11
years.

“My dad and I are very
close and we’ve always had
the conversation that, you
know, I shouldn’t hold on to
it just because it’s a family
company,” she said.

Gales was founded 58
years ago, when Bob Gale
Sr. bought a single truck and
gas station in 1967.

His son, Bob Gale Jr.,
took over in the 1980s and
expanded operations: Add-
ing more stations, building
an oil terminal and launch-
ing Bob’s Fast & Fresh
Convenience in 20009.

Bob Gale Jr.’s daugh-
ter, Friesen, became the
third-generation owner in
2014 and by 2017, Gales
had grown to 11 gas station
locations, four with conve-
nience stores and a fleet of
six fuel delivery trucks.

She said Niagara remains
home for the Gales — even
with the company changing
hands.

“If anything, this gives us
more opportunity to have
the time to invest into the
area that we love.”

paigeseburn@niagaranow

RE/MAX
NIAGARA

— REALTY LTD, BROKERAGE —

Independently Owned and Cperated

ara Falls

GET YOUR FREE
HOME EVALUATION

AND

MARKET ANALYSIS!

Contact us today!

289-272-5329 | info@davidsdelaat.com
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VMD Professional
Corporation  *ca

Chartered Professional Accountants

INCOME TAX
SERVICE

Maximize Your
Refund Stress-free

\/

Our experts will
ensure you get your
maximum refund,
tailored to your
specific tax situation.

BOOK YOUR
APPOINTMENT TODAY!
Deadline: April 30

e (905) 468-5300

@ www.vimdpc.ca

1627 Niagara Stone Rd.
Unit B2, PO Box 1174, Virgil, ON

PROFESSIONAL | SELF-EMPLOYED | SMALL BUSINESS
FAST E-FILE | CRA AUTHORIZED | FRIENDLY CPAs

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

Paige Seburn

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

A $5,000 grant from
BCM Insurance and other
financial support is keep-
ing Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
signature Canada Day cake
parade free — and yes,
there will still be cake from
Willow Cakes and Pastries,
even though it’s closed.

The Friends of Fort
George, the non-profit group
that organizes the July 1 fes-
tivities with Parks Canada,
received the grant through
BCM Insurance’s annual
community program, which
supports local initiatives.

“For us, it means a lot,”
said Friends of Fort George
executive director Amanda
Gamble. “(Grants) allow us
to do all of this for the com-
munity for free.”

The $5,000 will help
cover the cost of items like
plates, napkins, and forks
for the cake parade, as well
as marketing and summer

e

Willow Cakes and Pastries owner Catherine O'Donnell

will still be the mastermind behind the Canada Day cake
parade, which feeds thousands of people every year. FILE

student hires at Fort George
and Brock’s Monument.
Gamble found the grant
online, applied for it and
was accepted.

The Friends also received
$10,000 from the town for
fireworks and $4,500 from
the Niagara Falls Bridge
Commission for entertain-
ment, with additional sup-
port from the Department
of Canadian Heritage.

“All those grants help,”
said Gamble.

This year’s celebration
marks 37 years of the or-
ganization running Canada
Day in town, drawing
thousands each summer, she
said. About 3,000 people
enjoyed a slice of cake in
2024.

And despite announcing
the bakery’s closure earlier
this year, Willow Cakes and
Pastries is still on board to
design and donate the cake.

Owner Catherine
O’Donnell reached out

personally to confirm the
bakery would still partici-
pate, Gamble said.

“We’re really excited —
and (O’Donnell) is great to
work with,” she said.

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
said the cake parade has be-
come a hallmark of commu-
nity pride and it’s significant
when businesses in town
encourage that.

“Another great example
of businesses stepping up to
assist the community,” said
Zalepa.

“It’s this kind of support
that we need,” said Friends
of Fort George president
Tony Chisholm. “It’s nice
to see it coming from a new
source.”

Chisholm said they plan
to apply again next year
to help continue a unique
tradition that keeps NOTL’s
Canada Day celebrations
one of a kind.

“I mean, what other
town’s got a cake parade,
right?” he said.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

We are remodeling experts!

Whether it's a stunning
kitchen, a spa-like bathroom,
or a functional, stylish
basement, we will bring your
vision to life.

Quality craftsmanship, modern
designs, and a hassle-free
experience. Let us make your
dream space a reality!

- Brandon Noel

e R ———

TRANSFORM
YOUR HOME

WITH OLDE TOWNE BUILDING CO.

CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

oTec 905 -325-2766

www.oldetownebuildingcompany.com

Olde Towne

Easter treats
have arrived!

Come browse our extensive selection of
name-brand chocolate, eggs, retro candy,
special tins, Peeps, toys, and plenty more

to make your Easter special this year.

Z22 Olde Tyme Candy Shoppe

43 Queen St. - 905-468-4994
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‘It’s all about the youth™ Native Centre conference
tackles Indigenous intergenerational learning

Julia Sacco

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The Niagara Regional Na-
tive Centre’s second annual
youth and elders conference
was the perfect chance for
people of all ages to share
teachings and lessons about
Indigenous history, knowl-
edge, cultures and more.

Held from April 9 to 11
in Niagara-on-the-Lake,
the three-day conference
brought guest speakers from
across the country to make
presentations to the centre’s
Indigenous community.

Halley Irwin, the Native
Centre’s director of devel-
opment and community
engagement, told The Lake
Report what an important
opportunity the annual
conference gives kids in the
area.

“Intergenerational
knowledge-sharing is very
important and unfortunate-
ly, many of our kids don’t

Gary Parker, left, performs alongside Harvey Dreaver, a

well-known pow-wow singer and drummer, during the
Niagara Regional Native Centre's second annual youth and
elders conference. JULIA SACCO

have that opportunity on a
daily basis,” Irwin said.

On Friday, Ojibwe drum-
mer Harvey Dreaver was a
guest of honour.

“It’s all about the youth,
the next generation,” Dreav-
er said in an interview.

Dreaver’s presentation
emphasized the importance
of seeking education and
history.

“They need to seek the
life of culture, our tradition-

al roots, our language, we
need to educate ourselves,”
he said.

Dreaver said learning is a
lifelong journey.

“I'm 63 and I still need a
reminder.”

Sean Morriseau, known
for his social media presence
as NativePoolBoy on Tik-
Tok, was Friday’s emcee.

Along with amassing a
social media following of
more than 100,000 people,

ST. DAVIDS LIONS CLUB

Morriseau is also a pub-
lished author and musician.

Morriseau’s youthful take
on Indigenous education
makes lessons more acces-
sible for kids in the audi-
ence, Irwin told The Lake
Report.

“I have a lot of relatable
stories I could share and
then the youth in the crowd
could probably look at that
and think ‘you know what,
I can do that when I'm older
too!”” he said.

Along with guest speak-
ers, the free event featured
live music and lunch for
guests.

The Native Centre also
provided transportation to
those needing a lift to the
conference.

“We are lucky to have a
few vehicles that we own
and our staff are happy to
go pick up people in the
community, since we don’t
have bus service here,”
Irwin said.

1 & 2 Pc Haddock Diners

EATIN 1462 York Rd, St. Davids
TAKE OUT www.stdavidslions.ca

ST.

SPRING MARKET

Saturday, May 3"

* 9 AM to 2PM o
Vendors - Luncheon

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

juliasacco@niagaranow.com

CELEBRATE WITH US:

BACK THROUGH THE

FUTURE

& INTO THE

DRINKS

27

APPETIZERS

ybDip

PRIZES

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE COMMUNITY CENTRE
14 ANDERSON LANE, NOTL, ON LOS 1JO

ENGEL&VOLKERS
NANCY BAILEY

iagara-on-the-Lake

$1,775,000

SOLD!

I’m thrilled to share the successful sale of this stunning 2-bedroom condo at
Kings Point! With exceptional waterviews and an incredible layout, it’s no
surprise this gem was scooped up in under a week. What made this deal
truly special was seeing the happiness on both sides — two families starting
new chapters in their lives, and | had the privilege of witnessing their joy
firsthand. Moments like these are what make this work so rewarding.

Learn more at nancybailey.evrealestate.com.

NANCY BAILEY, CIPS « ENGEL & VOLKERS OAKVILLE
Broker | Private Office Advisor
226 Lakeshore Road East | Oakville | Ontario | L6J TH8

905-371-4234 | nancy.bailey@evrealestate.com

©2025Engel & Volkers. Allrights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated.
Engel & Vélkersand itsindependent License Partners are Equal Opportunity Employers and fully
supportthe principles of the Fair Housing Act.
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Congratulations to our Easter colouring
contest award winners! This year’s winners
are Elise Kroeker, age 12, from St. Davids
Public School and Giacomo Kauzlaric, age 6,
from St. Michael Catholic Elementary School.

A big thanks to all 27 contestants who
submitted an entry. There were some very
creative entries and it was a tough call!
Special mention to Scarlett Stones, 11, for
blending colours.

Winners will be contacted directly to pick
up their prizes — a $25 gift certificate to
Olde Tyme Candy Shoppe in Old Town.

Elise Kroeker, 12. Giacomo Kauzlaric, 6. Scarlett Stones, 11.

2’7 contestants enter Easter colouring contest

BASTER € LU O ERSTERICOLOUR)
i @“%%%]ﬁ R

3

Fiona Sanderson, 5. Trinity Dodd, 9.

Kazuhiro Versteegen, 8.

EASTER
E' CONTTEST M@ﬁ

Lia Booth, 6. Sasha Morrison, 4. Scarlett Plut, 5.

Saskia Millard-Jovanovic, 4. Serenity Bayne, 10. . Veronica Vidal, 6.

Ingrid Millard-Jovanovic, 9.
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Group sends flowers to long-term care residents

Julia Sacco

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The Niagara-on-the-Lake
Horticultural Society is
hoping to welcome in the
sunshine for residents of
Pleasant Manor Retire-
ment Village and Chartwell
Niagara Long Term Care
Residence.

Horticultural society
members Susan Dodd and
Hilda Ellard met at June
Floral & Garden at 9 a.m.
on Tuesday morning to as-
semble plants for every care
home residents.

“It’s a little bit of bright-
ness for the residents,”’
Dodd told The Lake Report.

While placing cards into
spring flowers for seniors,
Dodd remarked on how long
this past winter was.

“A lot of these people are
shut in, they don’t get out-
side much,” Ellard said.

The Chartwell residence
will receive 103 of the
plants while Pleasant Manor
will receive the rest.

Dodd said the joy of

o~ g =2 —i

MISKOW GENERATORS AND ELECTRIC LTD.

Hilda Ellard places individual cards onto each spring plant. The horticultural society
delivers plants to long-term care facilities in town once during spring and once over the
holiday season to help spread joy to residents. JULIA SACCO

residents makes it well
worth it.

“We usually get some
positive comments back.
People say they really look
forward to it,” she said.

The horticultural so-
ciety also delivers flow-
ers for seniors over the

THE GENERATOR SPECIALISTS

Sales

Service

Installation

905994 - 1715

www.miskowgenerators.com

FREE 7-year warranty

With the purchase and installation of a Generac Generator
*Terms and conditions apply. Call for details.

¢ Full Service Electrical

Contractor
Customer S

Essential Preventative

Maintenance Packages

All work completed by

' ied Electricians, Gas
Technicians and Certified
Generac Generator

Mechanics
EASY

(GET)

- In-Home Quotations

It’s not just a generator

GENERAC | |

Generac Auto

Christmas holidays.

With the 100-bed expan-
sion coming to Niagara
Long Term Care, Dodd said
she expects volunteers will
be eager to help out.

“There’ll be another 100
plants for the new beds,”
she said.

4 E4
rx?miﬁ,:i:‘:::fm

Service
Electrical
Experience %

Y E D

matic Standby Generator

The horticultural society
may be looking for a few
extra hands when the time
comes, but Dodd says that
won’t be a problem.

“This is something that
everybody likes to do. It’s a
nice get-together.”

juliasacco@niagaranow.com

STONE ROAD
& Pharmacy

Caring beyond the prescription

Immunization Week
is April 21to 30

Don’t forget to keep up with
your regular immunizations

Call your pharmacist
and make sure you're protected.

stoneroadpharmacy.com
905-468-3000
1630 Niagara Stone Rd.

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

Are you a student
with a business idea?
Join the Summer Company
program to get:

* Funding up to $3,000

* Free business training
* Mentorship and networking

APPLICATION DEADLINE: May 17, 2025

905-356-7521, ext. 5130
smallbusinessoffice@niagarafalls.ca

Scan to
sign up
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Andrew Hawlitzky
The Lake Report

Potted plants, sweet treats
and a cause close to home
drew crowds to a Niagara-
on-the-Lake fundraiser on
Saturday, supporting local
animal rescues.

Tanya Rice’s Community
Initiative For Animal Res-
cue hosted its fifth annual
spring event at 456 Line 2
Rd., featuring 87 handmade
planters as well as a selec-
tion of baked goods pre-
pared by local volunteers,
including Chef Raymond
Taylor from Root & Bone.

“The volunteers and our
members, within three days,
made 87 planters available
for sale. The baking has
been incredible,” said Rice.

Proceeds from the event
will be split evenly between

Arfisisinresidence
Rick & Cathy Culliis
April24-May 27,2025

Meetthe ArtistDay at
QueenstonPottery

Saturday, April 26
1:00 - 4:00pm

Join us for artist remarks, a live
demo, light refreshments, and a

glass oD 1648 York Road,

Discover exciting new pieces Niagara-on-the-Lake
and our well-loved classics,
such as mugs, bowls, platters,

wine goblets,and more.

BB | carnmore at Angel’s Rest Dog Rescue
We are excited to see you there! queenstonpottery.com and the Heart and Hope
Lost and Found Pets of
Niagara.

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

Angel’s Rest provides care
for adult and senior dogs

Animal lovers suppor

From left, Sonny Cheung, Erika Buchkowsky, Tanya Rice
(behind), Carolyn Greenfield, Cheryl Chiarelli, Winnie Xiong
fundraise for local dogs and cats in need on Saturday.
ANDREW HAWLITZKY

whose owners can no longer
support them.

“Christine from Angel’s
Rest Dog Rescue accepts
surrendered or medically
challenged dogs to live
a comfortable life in her
shelter. She takes care of
them medically, physically,
emotionally, until they pass
away,” said Rice.

The Heart and Hope
rescue group, based primar-

ily in Welland, handles
lost, found and adoption
efforts for cats and kittens,
providing medical care and
socialization.

“They do everything from
rescuing to vetting, so ani-
mals like Moo, Tigger and
Toby can get socialized and
go into adoption programs,”
said Rice.

Rice said her experience
fostering for more than

trescue pets

eight years with a local cat
rescue led to the creation
of her fundraising group,
Community Initiative for
Animal Rescue.

“After I finished foster-
ing for NOTL Cats, I still
wanted to do something, so
we started just so we could
raise the money and give
it to rescue groups that fall
short on their own fundrais-
ing efforts.”

A silent auction fund-
raiser will mark the group’s
one-year anniversary,
beginning on April 22
and ends May 10 at Husky
Travel Centre.

Rice praised local spon-
sors for their continued
support, including Kauzlaric
Family Farm, Bellyacres
Farm and Coconut Quartz.

Cheryl Chiarelli, the
creator and curator of
Coconut Quartz, was on-site
volunteering and selling
her custom “We Love Pets”
bracelets, with a portion of
sales going to the cause.

andrew@niagaranow.com

Ring St. Gallery
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Saturday, April 19th 12-5 pm

runs through May 2nd, 2025

153 King St.

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON www.kingstgallery.com

Faster egg fundraiser raises

Participants painted Pysankas to help raise money for Ukrainian children. ANDREW HAWLITZKY

Andrew Hawlitzky
The Lake Report

A colourful Easter egg
workshop in Niagara-on-
the-Lake raised over $5,000
on Sunday to help Ukraini-
an children affected by war.

Local organizer Christyna
Prokipchuk hosted 16 peo-
ple at her Old Town home
on April 13 for STEPPE UP
for Ukraine to support the
“Easter Gifts for the Chil-
dren of Ukraine” campaign
through Help Us Help.

The intimate event
featured a masterclass in
creating traditional Ukrai-
nian Pysanky eggs, guided
by professional artist Lydia
Tkachuk.

Prokipchuk emphasized
the importance of expand-
ing community awareness
about ongoing humanitarian

$5.000 for Ukrai

needs in Ukraine.

“Obviously, the goal is
to raise funds, but a close
second goal is to keep the
awareness up of what’s going
on and to grow the network
of people who are interest-
ed,” said Prokipchuk.

Help Us Help’s campaign
provides new toys and
cultural workshops to or-
phaned Ukrainian children
during Easter.

The campaign received
around 850 toys donated
through the “Unite With
Ukraine” initiative, and
funds raised locally help
support additional educa-
tional and cultural activities.

“It’s beautiful, relaxing,
you sit around a table bond-
ing with other people, and
you learn about a culture,”
said Prokipchuk.

STEPPE UP for Ukraine,

nian orphans
.. ~

active since 2022, has raised
more than $200,000 for
humanitarian aid. Its flag-
ship summer cycling event
returns on Aug. 9.

“The first year we did the
cycling event, we raised
over $100,000,” said Prokip-
chuk.

She said she is open to
hosting another Pysanka
fundraiser this spring if
there is enough community
interest.

Prokipchuk expressed
thankfulness to Atomic
Heating & Cooling Ltd.,
whose sponsorship covered
event supplies.

Interested commu-
nity members are invited
to participate or volunteer
in future events by contact-
ing steppeupforukrainel @
gmail.com.

andrew@niagaranow.com
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NOTL Golf Club celebrates 150 years

Darren Smith, left, and Owen
Howells, golf operations
managers at the Niagara-on-
the-Lake Golf Club, are ready
to celebrate the club’s 150th
anniversary this summer. The
popular nine-hole course, which
is now open for play, is the
oldest one in North America
and there are big plans to mark
the anniversary this summer.
For starters, the annual
members reception will kick
things into gear on April 30.
DAVE VAN DE LAAR

‘Allez, allez” — NOTL senior
adds Paris Marathon to collection

Kevin MacLean
The Lake Report

Most travellers who head
to Paris go there to savour
the sights, the food, wine
and history. And the walk-
ing ... everywhere.

Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
Margot Devlin plans to
enjoy all that, but before she
walks, she had to run.

Not just an ordinary run,
but a 42-kilometre mara-
thon run.

The NOTL senior com-
pleted her first Paris Mara-
thon on Sunday — and the
20th of her career. She also
has run the New York City
Marathon a dozen times,
London’s five and two in
Niagara.

Devlin always is quick to
emphasize she is slow but
steady — and not in any
hurry to finish the race. It
works.

On Sunday, battling a
cold, she struggled some-
what, but managed to finish.

“It was a difficult race,”

A rare sight, no traffic zooming around the Arc de Triomphe.
NOTL's Margot Devlin poses with her T-shirt and medal after
completing Sunday’s Paris Marathon. SHAUN DEVLIN

she told The Lake Report. were very supportive, yell-
“The cobblestones chewed ing “Allez, allez, bravo and
up my feet.” courage,” she added.

“Unfortunately, I caught
a cold shortly before the
marathon and had trouble
breathing. But I got there in
the end,” she said.

The French spectators

Participants also ran
through two major parks,
the Bois de Boulogne and
the Bois de Vincennes,
great spots to enjoy Paris in
the spring.

“The flowering trees are
all in bloom here. We went
very close to the Louvre, but
other well-known sites were
in the distance.”

They also went through
the Pont de ’Alma tunnel
where Princess Diana died
in 1997. “Her picture was
there.”

Devlin’s husband Shaun
met her at the 40-kilome-
tre mark and told her she
had another four miles (six
kilometres) to go.

“I almost died,” she ex-
claimed.

Fortunately, he was wrong
and she was just two kilo-
metres from the finish.

Next up, she plans to head
across the English Channel
and will be in London on
April 27 to run that city’s
marathon.

It will be her sixth time
taking on the UK. race.

Meanwhile, the couple
will spend several days see-
ing the sights of Paris at a
much more leisurely pace.

kevin@niagaranow.com

NOTL skaters are super STARS

The NOTL Skating Club has been
having an eventful season, with its
roster of figure skaters taking part in
STAR competitions and assessments
across the province. Pictured here
are the club’s junior skaters, from
left: Sharmaine Rudan, Stephanie
Wassilko, Emily Jardine, Issie
Thwaites, Jodi Mitchinson, Maddie
Sotola, Brooklyn Thwaites, Rosaline
Ma and Evie Abel. This spring,

the Thwaites both received gold
assessments in their STAR 2 events
while fellow skaters Rudan, Wassilko,
Jardine, Mitchinson and Abel received
silver assessments in their STAR 2
events. Sotola received a silver in
her STAR 3 event and Ma received a
bronze in her STAR 2 event.

JUDI BOYLE-KRZECZKOWSKI/SUPPLIED

JUST LISTED! $909,000
61 FRONTIER DRIVE

This bungalow, in a serene corner of Virgil on
“Winery Row” in NOTL is a rare gem blending
comfort and convenience on a mature treed lot.

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, April 19 | 1-4 p.m.

Tom Nolson E E
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“Your partner in Real Estate.” ) |
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April is Women’s
Eye Health & Safety Month!

April is Women’s Eye Health & Safety Month!
Did you know women are at a higher risk for eye
conditions like dry eye, cataracts, and macular
degeneration? Regular eye exams can help
detect issues early. Book your appointment
today and prioritize your vision health!
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DR HOPKINS & ASSOCIATES

OPTOMETRY
Sight for Life

NOTL: 905-468-8002 | 358 Mary St.
St. Catharines: 905-682-9119 | 8 Secord Dr.
www.theeyedoc.ca
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Have an opinion
you want heard?

Email us.
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We all scream
for 1ce cream

Maya and Marjorie Andrade, 3 and

8, from St. Catharines, enjoy an ice
cream on Queen Street during a warm
April Sunday. DAVE VAN DE LAAR
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THE TURNER REPORT

Garth Turner
Columnist

The first meeting was,
well, a bust. Four people in
a big empty room.

Same space. Eight weeks
later. Last Friday night. “It
was over-subscribed this
time,” he says. “We actu-
ally had to bring in more
chairs.” It suggests a blow-
out event when the public at
large is invited on May 14.

That’s Stuart McCor-
mack describing the weedy
growth of the NOTL
Residents Association, a
grassroots gang dedicated to
saving the bucolic existence
of a unique place from the
people elected to do exactly
that. Development. Short-
term rentals. Heritage.
Hotels. Tourists. Trees.
Some days it seems only the
horses are at peace.

And, now, the restless re-
cruits of Stu’s Rangers have
anew worry. A rogue mayor.

“It could be an autoc-
racy,” says McCormack of
the looming new powers
the province wants for our
lordly head of council.

In case you missed it, on
May 1 the current mayor,
Gary Zalepa — a career
real estate guy who works
part-time as our ruler —

Opinion

The Rebs and Super-7 set to clash in NOTL

7 A
ol W
7

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa is one of the mayors who will
receive “strong mayor powers” from the province.

could be vastly stronger by
provincial decree.

NOTL’s one of a clutch
of towns and cities
where “strong mayor” pow-
ers are being urged by
the Doug Ford govern-
ment, which wants a ton of
new houses built. Pronto.

Super-Zalepa would be
able to propose the town
budget with a veto and
override ability. Key staff,
like the treasurer, chief
admin officer and clerk can
be personally appointed (or
fired). He’ll be able to cre-
ate committees and appoint
chairs, plus veto any bylaw
“that could potentially
interfere with provincial
priorities.” Yes, like build,
baby, build.

“People are very con-
cerned,” says McCormack.
“They were blindsided by
this move. Every year it gets
harder and harder to get
folks to vote. So, how do
you tell them democracy is
functioning properly when

at the end of the day they
get an autocracy?”

And the reb leader isn’t
buying a new motion now
before council to block
Ford’s move.

“I find it very difficult
not to draw an analogy
between this and when
Jean Chrétien opposed the
GST and Brian Mulroney —
‘fight like hell against it in
campaign and hope to hell
it gets in.” In other words,
it’s a political ploy. The
decision has been made.”

If so, lots of folks are
steaming at the thought.
Super-Z is not going down
well.

“Strong mayor powers
needed to get more hous-
ing built? That doesn’t
seem to be the justification
here!” says Niagara Founda-
tion head Lyle Hall. “The
problem I see is the govern-
ment is changing rules
(strong mayor) and all we’re
getting is more housing ap-
proved, not built.”

estate winery

konzelmann MW/ SPRING SIPS

Enjoy a seasonal wine flight, including a Sparkling Rosé Lemonade
cocktail, paired with a gourmet tasting board. ONLY $30/PERSON

Visit konzelmann.ca for details.

“This is an unneces-
sary step that will not add
anything to the democratic
process,” says Airbnb foe
and former councillor Norm
Arsenault.

“Quite the opposite really
and will do nothing to in-
crease housing starts, which
appear to be the guise
under which this is being
pushed out. Several mayors
in Ontario have already
stated that they would not
use these new powers for
exactly that reason. They
see it as undemocratic.”

Former Chautauqua
residents group head Brian
Crow says, “already many
residents are opposed to the
direction the lord mayor has
led council. It will be up
to the lord mayor on how
he uses these new powers
whether his relationship
with residents improves or
declines more.”

“This only legalizes the
manner in which our lord
mayor and his team of
rogues have been practising
during this council’s term,”
fumes longtime NOTLer
Sam Young. “And by that
I mean a dictatorship! It
sounds like that guy south
of the border!”

But Super-Zalepa may
swoop in soon. Faster than
a speeding bullet. More
powerful than a locomotive.
Able to leap public opinion
in a single bound.

Will the rebels stand a
chance?

Garth Turner is a NOTL
resident, journalist, author,
wealth manager and former
federal MP and minister.

garth@garth.ca
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How are YOU
pushing back

against Trump?

L

Amid on-again, off-again trade tariffs, MAGA disinformation about
the Canada-U.S. relationship and threats of annexing our nation as the
Sl1st state, millions of Canadians are pushing back against President
Donald Trump’s endless stream of craziness.

It’s #elbowsup time in the Great White North.

We’d like to know what you are doing here in Niagara-on-the-Lake in
response to Trump’s threats and actions.

Are you proudly flying the flag at home and displaying your patrio-

tism for all to see? Have your shopping habits changed? What about

travel plans?

In what other ways has your “polite Canadian” behaviour changed?
Or has it?

Many people find Trump’s endless jibes at Canada tiresome and are
fed up with his tirades. What is your take and how do you think this all
will (or should) play out?

Email us your thoughts, send us your photos and we’ll publish them
in an upcoming edition of The Lake Report.

Send them to editor@niagaranow.com.

Let’s vote for a better future for our planet

Dear editor:

In the April 10 edition of
The Lake Report, Nico-
las Petrick wrote of Mark
Carney’s economic policies,
then pointed voters to back
Pierre Poilievre, whom he
feels “has a genuine com-
mitment to serving Cana-
dians” (“Letter: Carney’s
record spells trouble for
Canadians”).

What Petrick is missing
or not considering, because
he did not live through the
era of Stephen Harper, the
Conservative Party often

removes rights of minori-
ties, shrinks social service
programs, and puts commu-
nication bans on scientific
research. These are just a
few of the issues that came
out after PM Trudeau’s elec-
tion in 2015.

I would like to plant a
seed by asking voters to
seek a party that aligns with
the social and environmen-
tal disasters we are facing,
not just in this region, but
nationally and globally.

Petrick is concerned only
with “the future of my

country” from an economic
stance. Sorry, Petrick, but it
is our country.

There are more important
issues, like clean drinking
water, the loss of wildlife,
native species, and habitats
for non-human life, just
within this region.

Not to mention the social
issues of homelessness due
to a lack of programs to
support those who need
them. All of these issues
are not on the Conservative
agenda, nor do they present
them as issues.

Please, voters, think not
of what is in your bank
account, but the quality
of life for everyone and
future generations. We all
deserve clean air, water,
and food.

This is not a time to ig-
nore the deep-rooted issues
of the climate crisis we are
in because of the “tariff
wars,” but a time to focus
on cleaning our natural
environment and securing a
healthy society.

Lynn Verheul
NOTL

Joanne Young’s mulch column was spot on

Dear editor:

I really enjoyed Joanne
Young’s column on mulch
(“Growing Together:
Much ado about mulch,”
April 10). While every
peer-reviewed scientific
study in North America
that I am aware of shows
that arborist mulch is the
best mulch for your gar-
den, Joanne’s six points
about why you should use
mulch are spot on.

If you are able to stay
away from dyed mulches
and their unknown source
of shredded wood, your
garden will thank you.

Please keep in mind that
you should not mulch your

entire garden, as it is al-
ways advantageous to leave
some open soil for native
bees.

Most native bees are soli-
tary bees and ground nest-
ers. They require access
to bare or partly vegetated
soil to excavate their nests
and brood cells.

I would add to her point
about “materials like
gravel, stone, or rubber
being longer lasting, but
don’t improve soil quality”
by saying that they also
compact your soil.

Compaction disturbs the
microbiome in your soil
and its gas exchange, and
it is then more difficult

for your plant material to
thrive.

If you use the chop and
drop method, you can al-
ways put your mulch down
on top of your trimmings
and debris to add to the
composting component of
your garden.

Remember, compost
looks like it is thoroughly
broken down to our naked
eye, but it actually is just
getting started. You still
have years of microbe
activity happening!

Joanne touches on land-
scape fabric. Again, the sci-
ence is absolutely against
using landscape fabric in a
garden.

Landscape fabric reduces
carbon dioxide movement
between the soil and the
atmosphere about 1,000
times more than wood chip
mulches do.

Plastic mulch is the only
thing worse than landscape
fabric. Landscape fabric
does not “smother” weeds
either, because they will
colonize the surface of the
landscape fabric.

If you are interested in
any more scientific break-
down or to read the studies,
please Google gardenprofes-
sors.com (see “Landscape
fabric — a cautionary tale”).

Betty Knight
NOTL

Let’s loop in some chiropractors on back pain

Dear editor:

I'look forward to the
weekly award-winning
paper — thank you.

Re: this past week’s article
on back pain ... an enigma
for many (“Dr. Brown:
Degernative disease in the
spine, part 1: Lumbosacral
spine,” March 27).

My inquiry is asking
if Dr. Brown’s respected
comprehensive opinions
could also include the

complementary role of the
conservative chiropractic
profession.

In the 1980s and on-
ward, orthopedic surgeons,
medical physicians and
chiropractic physicians
have worked collaboratively
for the benefit of suffering
people (e.g. at the University
of Saskatoon).

For a number of years,
one of Toronto’s Mount
Sinai Hospital orthopedic

departments has had as its
chief a doctor of chiroprac-
tic.

For decades, esteemed or-
thopedic texts have included
chapters on the role of
chiropractic complementary
care (Dr. Kirkaldy-Willis).

References to diagnostic
and therapeutic “experts,”
“specialists,” “skill sets,”
“perspectives,” and “plau-
sible strategies” should
include the chiropractic

profession.

Given that spinal condi-
tions, such as degenerative
ones, can be enigmatic
even when all professions
are involved, there should
be an understanding and
appreciation of each profes-
sion’s potential relevant and
collaborative contributions
to mitigate suffering, while
also “first doing no harm.”

Dr. Ronald V. Fuller
Virgil
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This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style.
Category: ALL UP IN YOUR BUSINESS

It's the company that made the 717 for
mass passengers as well as the F-22
Raptor for very, very specific passengers.

Last issue: FLAG TIME!

Clue: Scotland’s flag has a white cross on a blue
background. The colors are reversed for the flag
of this Canadian province.

Answer: What is Nova Scotia?
Answered first by: Margie Enns

Also answered correctly (in order) by:

Sue Rautenberg, Jane Morris, Claudia Grimwood,
Susan Hamilton, Terry Nord, Mike Gander,

Randie Topps, Jane Andersen, Jeff Lake,

Howard Jones, Margaret Garaughty, Katie Reimer,
Marla Percy, Sylvia Wiens, Nancy Rocca, Jim Dandy,
Wade Durling, Daniel Smith, Esther VanGorder,
Bob Wheatley, Catherine Clarke, Hedy Wiebe,
Lynda Collet, Edna Groff, David Spencer,

Lynda Hosty, Sheila Meloche, KC King,

Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com,
with your name, for a chance to win

a $25 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week.
(Subject line: Riddle me this)

*REMEMBER TO PUT “WHAT IS” FOR JEOPARDY
QUESTIONS!

Love games? Join us for fun events every
week at the Irish Harp Pub.
Details at www.theirishharppub.com

Buying and selling a home can be an emotional
journey. My personalized approach ensures that your
needs are met every step of the way.

Boutique Service | Powerhouse Brokerage

CAROL
PERRIN

Real Estate Agent

905.988.3492
cperrinrealestate@gmail.com

RE/MAX
NIAGARA

Indepancently Owned snd Opsrated

HANDYMAN HANS CAN

Snow, junk, and bush removal, power washing (house,
driveway, patio, polymeric sand, sealants, brick leveling, root
removal), home installations (grab bars, railings, toilets, vents,

TVs, etc.), wall hangings, furniture assembly, household
cleaning and repairs (eavestroughs, windows, carpet, leaky
taps), organizing, hoarding help, tree and bush
cutting/trimming, weeding, planting, yard clean-up, painting,
deck staining, car, truck, and boat detailing/polishing, loader
and excavator services, and moving services.

905-246-1843
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How zoning bylaws aflect the design of our homes

Brian Marshall
Columnist

Have you visited the
corner of Delater and Ball
streets recently?

I must confess that, over
the last couple of months,
it had not been in my Old
Town wanderings — not
until a few days ago, when
a few residents strongly
suggested a “check it out”
might be in order.

Shock might be the least
of the emotions I experi-
enced as a result of that visit.

Rising on that corner
is a new infill develop-
ment: A 21st-century
modern design that dwarfs
the shouldering cottage
bungalows both down and
opposite on Delater, while
being completely out of
context with the historic
residential buildings on
Ball Street.

Now, to be completely
clear, I do not have any issues
with the design itself — in
fact, it’s quite a nice expres-

sion of the 21st-century mod-
ern architectural style.

However, this building
is almost a textbook case
demonstrating that even
good architecture, when
built in the wrong place,
diminishes both its own
qualities and the neighbour-
ing streetscapes.

This columnist has spo-
ken to sympathetic design
in past Lake Report articles
(e.g. “Arch-i-text: Real-life
examples of ‘sympathetic
design’ in communities,”
April 13,2023), that is,
the importance of creating
architecture contextually
appropriate to the neigh-
bourhood and streetscape
based on character, scale,
form, siting, materials,
colours and detailing.

Good sympathetic design
adds to the character of
a neighbourhood, while
contextually inappropriate
architecture has the oppo-
site effect.

For those who wonder,
“How could permission
have been granted to build
something like this in that
location?”

The answer is pretty
straightforward. Niagara-
on-the-Lake’s zoning
bylaws do not generally
address design, except in the
heritage conservation dis-
trict or where the proposed
design might adversely im-

Brian Marshall says this home is “good design in the
wrong place.” He recommends stronger bylaws to ensure
sympathetic design in NOTL's neighbourhoods.

pact a designated heritage
asset; therefore, the town
has no legislative oversight
or tools to prevent such an
occurrence.

The single opportunity
within the town’s existing
processes to provide some
oversight vis-a-vis appro-
priate architecture would
normally rest within the
mandate of the urban design
committee.

Unfortunately, that com-
mittee has been sidelined
by the lord mayor, because,
I assume, its invaluable
recommendations slow
down and/or interfere with
the majority of this coun-
cil’s four-square support of
all developer initiatives, no
matter how inappropriate
those may be and commu-
nity character be damned.

To understand NOTL’s
existing processes better,
let’s consider zoning on a

advocated for “mixed-use”
urban development — the
integration of different
building types and uses,
whether residential or
commercial, old or new.
This diversity of buildings,
residences, businesses and
other non-residential uses
was necessary to create a
vital community.

In short, the combination
of residential, commercial,
office and public uses into
a single geographic area
allows for mixed-use within
a single building (typically
a vertical tower or skyscrap-
er), or across multiple
geographically associated
buildings.

Typically, both single-use
and mixed-use zoning are
supported by bylaws which
focus entirely on regula-
tions/proscriptions related
to the specific use and the
building(s) size, coverage,
height, positioning, etc., on a
given property.

Which brings us to the
third and most recently
developed type of zon-
ing, “form-based,” which
revolves around the theory
that long-term urban health
of an area or municipality
is dependent on ensuring
buildings “fit into” their sur-
roundings as opposed to the
uses occupying the building.

The controls (or bylaws)
applied in form-based

general basis.

Although there are several
different types of zoning,
we will focus on the three
that are most commonly
used in North America.

Single-use zoning, also
referred to as “Euclidean”
zoning, is predicated on
the idea that separate uses
— residential, commer-
cial, industrial, etc. — are
mutually incompatible and a
jurisdiction must segregate
its development lands into
single-use zones.

This type of zoning is
the dominant system used
in Canada and the United
States and has led to the
typical expression of most
North American cities,
which have a dense urban
core surrounded by lower-
density residential, commer-
cial and industrial zones.

In the mid-20th century,
the writings of Jane Jacobs

zoning will include: Build-
ing shapes and forms; the
location of parking and
building locations on the lot
(i.e. in front or set back); the
treatment of frontages par-
ticularly related to how the
building meets the street,
for example, a porch, stoop,
or shopfront; building entry-
way locations and ground
floor windows; and fagade
articulation or design to
match or create a preferred
character for the area.

Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
zoning bylaws contain
virtually no elements of
form-based zoning.

Perhaps one of the best
recent practices related to
municipal zoning is the
“illustrated” bylaw. Es-
sentially, this type of bylaw
undertakes the extensive use
of illustrations to remove
ambiguity or uncertainty
from the interpretation of
bylaw provisions. A great
innovation.

So, when all is said and
done, let’s get with the times
NOTL and create a cur-
rent, state-of-the-art zoning
bylaw.

In the meantime, for
goodness’ sake, reinstate the
urban design committee.

Brian Marshall is a
NOTL realtor, author and
expert consultant on archi-
tectural design, restoration
and heritage.
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NDP supporters,
1t’s time to vote red

Dear editor:

Hi, all: Polling data for
the coming election indi-
cates that this election is a
two-party race.

NDP support nationally
has tanked, and, in fact,
even in its best electoral
times, the NDP has never
formed a federal govern-
ment.

In our new, smaller
Niagara Falls—Niagara-
on-the-Lake riding, the
NDP has always run a fairly
distant third, and the new
riding no longer includes
Fort Erie, where many NDP
votes were concentrated.
The NDP will not win this
riding this time.

The NDP supported our
recent Liberal minority gov-
ernment and successfully
achieved major new poli-
cies/programmes advocated
by the NDP.

In fact, historically, it has
been Liberal governments
that have actually enacted
and implemented any NDP-
advocated policies that have
been legislated.

So, for NDP supporters,
the Liberal Party is the best
choice if the NDP is not
going to win, which seems
clearly the case this time.

Therefore, I suggest NDP
supporters in our Niagara
Falls—Niagara-on-the-Lake
riding very seriously consid-
er voting Liberal this time.

A strong national govern-
ment is critical this time,
given the Trump factor/
threat. I believe traditional
NDP voters’ (and indepen-
dents and “third party”
voters, like the Greens, as
well) best bet this time is to
vote Liberal.

Rick Kirby
NOTL

[ support Carney for PM

Dear editor:

As a Canadian, I stand
with Carney and his
action-oriented approach
to deal with Trump and the
U.S. that Trump is trying
to create.

Carney knows the levers
of power and the fiscal
levers and clearly also
knows how to manipulate
those levers and clearly
also has the international
contacts to effectively use

all possible leverage, in
concert with many other
similarly affected coun-
tries, to counter-act the
sheer stupidity of a “Don-
ald Trump” in possibly
subjecting the whole world
to a recession.

Unfortunately, the only
thing a “Poilievre” seems
able to do is run negative
attack ads.

Kaspar Pold
NOTL

Poilievre or Carney? Let’s discuss the facts

Dear editor:

A letter writer, in calling
into question Mark Carney’s
reputation as a central bank-
er and economist, provides
a very partisan view of his
performance (“Letter: Car-
ney’s record spells trouble
for Canadians,” April 10).

Unfortunately, as elections
approach, such opinion
pieces too often simply
repeat party propaganda,
rather than bother to un-
dertake a little independent
research themselves.

Had the letter writer
looked just a little further,
he would have discovered
that, as the governor of the
Bank of Canada during the
2008 financial crisis, Mr.
Carney acted faster than
most countries to cut inter-
est rates to stimulate the
economy, and, as a result,
Canada weathered the storm
better than most. He earned
accolades from the Finan-
cial Times and Euromoney,
amongst others, for his ac-
tions during this period.

Prime Minister Stephen
Harper praised Mark
Carney when he left the
Bank of Canada to become
governor of the Bank of
England. He said that Mr.
Carney had been a “valued
partner” who had helped
“steer Canada away from
the worst impacts of the
global economic recession.”

Mr. Carney did not do
this single-handedly, of
course, and I don’t doubt
that in retrospect there were
some things that Mr. Carney
could have done better, but

Left: Conservative leader Pierre Poilievre. File Right: Prime Minister Mark Carney. Writer

Michael Fox encourages people to stick to the facts. POLICY EXCHANGE/WIKIPEDIA

Stephen Harper’s recent at-
tempt at revisionist history
to belittle Mr. Carney’s role
at that time was a partisan
cheap shot that has been
largely debunked.

In fact, Mr. Carney claims
that Mr. Harper tried to
recruit him as his govern-
ment’s finance minister
in 2012, something Mr.
Harper has not denied.

The letter writer is cor-
rect that the term “an unre-
liable boyfriend” was used
by British MP Pat McFad-
den during Mark Carney’s
term as the governor of the
Bank of England because
of the unpredictable timing
of interest rate changes.
Mr. McFadden’s actual
words were: “It strikes me
that the bank’s behaving a
bit like a sort of unreliable
boyfriend.”

However, Mr. Carney
defended his actions on
British interest rates by
pointing out that economic
conditions can change quite
rapidly, requiring prompt

responses “driven by the
data.”

Mr. Carney was also
criticized by some in the
UK. for what was consid-
ered to be political interfer-
ence in the Brexit debate.
He warned that a vote to
separate from Europe would
have serious economic im-
plications for Britain. The
Brexiteers prevailed and
Mark Carney was proved
correct.

Brexit is widely regarded
as fuelling inflation in
Britain by 1.7 per cent and
contributed to the cost of
living crisis in London as
recently as 2023, according
to the lord mayor’s report.

The high inflation rate in
Britain in 2022, cited by the
letter writer as attributable
to Mark Carney’s interest
rate strategy, was due in
large part to the pandemic,
which caused high inflation
globally, and Brexit.

The letter writer also
speculated, without any
convincing evidence, that

Mr. Carney would be easy
prey for the unpredictable
Donald Trump in upcoming
negotiations, and that global
elites would benefit from
his tenure. This is simply
vague party propaganda.

And the letter writer
provides no sense of how he
considers Pierre Poilievre
would better protect Canada
from the disruption that
Donald Trump could inflict
on us.

Furthermore, the claim that
Mr. Poilievre has “a genu-
ine commitment to serving
Canadians” is something that
can be convincingly applied
to both Jagmeet Singh and
Mark Carney.

So, is it Poilievre? Or is
it Carney? Whomever we
vote for should be driven by
the most reliable informa-
tion we can obtain, not by
propaganda and bluster.

Calm, serious debate by
adults is the preferred way
forward.

Michael Fox
NOTL

The fallacy of the 51st state

Dear editor:

U.S. President Trump’s
continued tongue-in-cheek
remarks on Canada being a
Slst state have gotten tire-
some. Those who pay atten-
tion to the American system
know that the last thing a
Republican would want is to
grant statehood to Canada.

How so?

Canada has a population
of about 40 million, ap-
proximately that of Califor-
nia. California has 52 seats
in the House of Represen-
tatives, by far the most of
any state in the union, with
Texas the runner-up at 38.

If Canada were to become
a state, it would be entitled
to its own quota of seats
similar to that of Califor-
nia — and like all states, it
would acquire two Senators.

In the race for president,
California has 54 electoral
college votes — likewise,
Canada would receive a
similar number.

Compared to the U.S.,

Canada clearly leans to the
left. For decades, surveys
and polls have consistently
shown a Canadian populace
that has fawned over Demo-
crat nominees and presi-
dents: The Clintons, Obama,
even Sleepy Joe Biden.
Most recently, polls showed
that Canadians preferred
Kamala Harris over Donald
Trump by a margin of three
to one.

Imagine adding a state
that would reliably deliver
the vast majority of those 50
or so seats to the Demo-
cratic Party?

It would forever tip the
House of Representatives in
favour of Democrats — and
likely add two Democrat
senators as well. The elec-
toral college and the presi-
dent? Advantage Democrats
again. It would be an utter
disaster for Republicans.

So, settle down Canada:
Governor Trudeau is gone!

Don Mustill
NOTL

Good to see youth support for Conservatives

Dear editor:

I would like to reference
the letter by Nicolas Petrick,
“Carney’s record spells
trouble for Canadians” (The
Lake Report, April 10).

When I read this article,

I felt encouraged that at
least the youth of our great
country are starting to look
through the choice of Mark
Carney Liberals to lead.

While we live in a neigh-
bourhood dominated by
seniors, it was refreshing
to read that a 25-year-old
person does not want to be
“protected” by the Liberal
government.

Far from it, our youth
want to flourish in an
economy that gives them the
incentive and opportunity
to succeed, not propped up
by endless handouts that we
cannot afford. Canada can
offer this to our youth if we
make the right choice now.

Yes, we face the threat
of tariffs from a delusional
president, but do you really

think Carney is the right
man to “protect” us?

A man that has become
somewhat of an expert in
setting up tax havens in
offshore countries to avoid
paying Canadian taxes? A
man who lead the board
to move Brookfield from
Canada to new premises
in New York to provide a
better environment for the
company?

A man who is a self-
confessed climate zealot,
a Greta Thunberg pin-up
boy, who now says he will
make Canada an “energy
juggernaut”? It must hurt
the very fibre of his soul
to make these pro-energy
speeches that Canada des-
perately wants.

A man that was virtually
run out of the UK for print-
ing way too much money?
To get to his standing at
Brookfield, he must have
trodden on a lot of folks!

He seems level-headed,
but we are unable to see the

real Carney and the Liberal
campaign handlers have
him locked in shackles.
Look at that farcical Liberal
leadership convention car-
ried out while our country
was in the throes of a crisis.
The Liberal leadership
debates were nothing short
of a Liberal “love-in.”

I have yet to see Carney
in an environment where
he is dancing on his feet.
When he gets these tough
questions, how is he going
to react?

I'look forward to the
debates to see how he will
react when the shackles are
removed. I suspect we might
see a somewhat “less cool”
individual.

He has picked a cabinet
full of the same group of
individuals that were unable
to confront Trudeau in his
quest to put us at the bot-
tom of the pile in terms of
productivity.

The same group who con-
stantly said they would bal-

ance the budget. A govern-
ment that was economically
consulted to by Carney.

A consultant that wanted
Trudeau to make Carbon
taxes greater!

Carney even has MP
Guilbeault in his cabinet:
A like-minded climate
zealot. Yet more proof
that Carney may not carry
through the energy agenda
as promised.

I realize many of you have
more or less made up your
minds. Our youth may not
get what they want this time
around, but it will most cer-
tainly come in the future.

I know Poilievre is not ev-
erybody’s “cup of tea,” but
he expresses a passion for
Canada that will allow those
who want it the opportunity
to excel.

Governments can’t solve
everything for us. We need
an environment that allows
the people to solve it.

Simon Gardner
NOTL
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OPINION

Who's the hypocrite?

Dear editor:

So, let me get this straight.

When a democratically
elected representative of the
government (Sam Ooster-
hoff), in the exercise of his
office, supports an organiza-
tion regardless of whether
its views align with his own
personal beliefs, he is to be
vilified for being closed-
minded and hypocritical
(“Editorial: Oosterhoff pres-
ence was an insult to Shaw’s
values,” April 3, The Lake
Report).

On the other hand, there
is the editor of this newspa-
per who appears to require
that only those people who
conform to his own ideolog-
ical and theological views
should be considered open-
minded enough to freely
conduct their duties.

It seems to me, at least,
that Sam Oosterhoff is not
the one who is guilty of
being closed-minded and
hypocritical.

Thomas Korcok
NOTL

The negative forces at
play in our modern world

Dear editor:

In the current global land-
scape, I believe there are
two distinct forces at play.

The first is the relentless
disintegration of concepts
and institutions that no
longer meet the pressing de-
mands of a world yearning
for its fundamental unity.

The second is the gradual,
unassuming efforts of an in-
creasing number of individ-
uals who perceive the world
as a unified homeland and
all humanity as its citizens.

The disintegrative forces
are pervasive and affect the
very foundation of all world
societies, particularly the
family.

This is evident in the
strain and breakdown of
familial bonds, causing
significant suffering among
individuals, especially
children.

Consequently, family
members succumb to mate-
rial distractions or personal
gratification, becoming
mere objects to be manipu-

lated by those who promote
their misguided and detri-
mental concepts.

Ideologies and identities
incompatible with the ideals
of global unity and peace
vie for the support of indi-
viduals and seek superiority
over one another.

Some of these movements
sow the seeds of prejudice
and fanaticism, ultimately
leading to estrangement,
conflict and contention
among the world’s peoples.

The forces associated with
the disintegrative process
impact different populations
in varying ways.

I invite everyone to en-
gage in self-reflection with
their families, friends, and
neighbours to comprehend
the nature and impact of
surrounding negative forces,
and to agree upon and
implement positive steps
that will contribute signifi-
cantly to the unification of
the world and its peoples.

Lawrence Clarke
Virgil

Poilievre knows how to get things done

Dear editor:

I am writing in response
to the March 20 Letter
of the Week, penned by
Michael Fox of NOTL
(“Letter: Carney is the best
choice for Canadians”™).

Mr. Carney has indeed
advised the Liberals on eco-
nomic policy for a number
of years. Unfortunately,
Canada is now at the bottom
of the G7 countries in terms
of economic performance,
after nine years of Liberal
government.

While chairman of the
billion-dollar corporation
Brookfield, Mr. Carney
approved of and facilitated
their move from Canada to
New York State, to benefit
his corporation and share-
holders.

Though born in Canada,
Mr. Carney has not lived
here for over a decade.

Interestingly, his perfor-
mance as head of the Bank
of England was assessed as
mediocre by both the left and
right-leaning U.K. media.

Conservative leader Pierre
Poilievre. FILE

Mr. Carney has a cabinet
consisting of 87 per cent
Trudeau appointees from
the former government.
After years of economic
decline in Canada, as well
as record-low support for
the Liberal party, Mr. Car-

ney was brought in strictly
to revive their failing
political fortunes.

Meanwhile, after many
weeks, in the face of U.S.
provocation, Parliament is
still prorogued, solely be-
cause of Liberal politics.

The fact that Mr. Poilievre
has a lot of experience in
government means that he
knows how to get things
done. After years of an
underperforming economy,
the Conservatives have
a comprehensive plan to
improve our economic com-
petitiveness.

Mr. Fox speculates that a
large minority of Conserva-
tive voters support Donald
Trump and also support
annexation by the U.S. On
what does he base this as-
sertion?

Mark Carney is a wealthy
elite and a fan of the World
Economic Forum. Though
he laces up his skates and
dons a hockey jersey for the
cameras, he is not the regu-
lar guy that he wants voters

to believe he is.

Interestingly, immediately
upon being appointed prime
minister, Mr. Carney helped
himself to two Conservative
ideas, in an effort to gain
support.

The first was to tempo-
rarily cancel the consumer
carbon tax (it requires an
act of Parliament to make it
permanent) and, suddenly,
to take Arctic sovereignty
seriously, after years of
neglect.

Mr. Poilievre has a
common-sense plan to help
working Canadians and to
turn our under-performing
economy around.

Mr. Carney promises
more of the same Liberal
agenda.

Do you feel better off in
2025 than you did in 2015,
before the Liberals were
elected?

I agree with Mr. Fox
that we should all make an
informed decision.

Phil Wilson
NOTL

Do you know who your current MP is?

Dear editor:

Greetings! To readers, do
you know who your current
MP for the Niagara Falls—
Niagara-on-the-Lake riding
is? Or, where he is?

He has been in office
since 2019, but I have rarely
seen any media report about
a public appearance, let
alone any public statement/
report/comment/idea.

Often in the past, though
not recently, in this local
news source, I have seen a
small square notice of his
existence with the stan-

dard slogan along the line,
“Proud to represent you in
Ottawa.”

Fine, but MP is not an
honorary position: MPs
are actually expected to do
something in representing
their constituents in Parlia-
ment.

The above suggests to
me that our representative
is more like a seat warmer
backbencher and rote vote
— however Pierre Poilievre
tells him to.

Once every three to four
months, I receive a one-

sheet flyer by mail from
our MP with a large photo
and usually the same slogan
quoted above, together with
a few rote, boilerplate CPC
talking points/slogans, but
no personal comments by
our MP, and a couple of
meaningless “survey ques-
tions.”

So, his name is Tony
Baldinelli, but, in light of
the above, I wonder whether
“Tory (rather than Tony)
Invisibilitti” might not be
a more appropriate appel-
lation.

He was elected Oct. 10,
2019. Six years of service in
Parliament are required to
qualify for a Parliamentary
pension — so, apparently,
he will not qualify if he is
not re-elected in the current
election.

I will leave to the readers
the relevance of this point.
But, I suggest all readers
consider the record, or lack
thereof, in deciding on your
vote in the current election
campaign.

Rick Kirby
NOTL

Don’tlet the darkness enveloping America spread to Canada

Wil

Ketih McNenly
Special to The Lake Report

A great darkness has
fallen over the United
States. It is a darkness that
will spread over our entire
North American continent.
If allowed, it will continue
to spread and envelop the
world, bringing mankind
once again into a dark era.

As a country, the U.S. is
quickly devolving into a
new form, morphing into
a mob family organization

supported by self-interested
oligarchs who are sharing
in the booty.

A corrupt Republican
majority Supreme Court
has given the president the
power and immunity of a
king.

The cowardly Republican
Congress abets the devolu-
tion, completely abandon-
ing its legislative role.

A violent, self-loboto-
mized MAGA supporting
cult cheers every insanity
that comes off the Resolute
Desk of the president, in
increasingly corrupt and
lawless executive orders.

Every institution of
American government is
being eviscerated like cattle
stampeded into a slaugh-
terhouse, with the Justice
Department becoming the

president’s personal tool of
retribution.

Presidential bully power
is being wielded against the
country’s most prominent
lawyers and law firms who
are lining up to beg for
his mercy. They agree to
pledge hundreds of mil-
lions of free lawyering to
be used at the president’s
direction against the
interests of the American
people.

As of this moment, a
billion dollars worth of
free lawyering has been
secured. All of this money
will be used in favour of
the president personally
and against the interests of
Americans.

Law enforcement is be-
ing wantonly deployed to
sweep up individuals off

the streets and deport them
to a concentration camp in
Central America. He has
asked for more concentra-
tion camps to be erected

in Central America for

his deportations, with a
promise to expand the
deportations to include U.S.
citizens.

Leaders of free nations
are told to go to the White
House to kiss the presidents
ass, (his words), to avoid
his crippling tariff war. The
world is required to open
itself up to personal real
estate development projects
by the president’s family.

Americans fell for the
age-old con of populist
leaders. Failure to under-
stand the consequences
of electing cowards to
Congress and fascists to the

presidency has real conse-
quences, and once fascism
gains its foothold, it may
not be reversed.

The ending of the United
States has been a long time
coming. The keystone in
the takedown of the coun-
try was the corruption of
the Supreme Court. Once
that was accomplished, ev-
erything else fell smoothly
into place.

When electoral cor-
ruption is legalized, as
happened with the United
States election financ-
ing laws, political parties
become corrupt and politi-
cians are up for outright
purchase by the rich and
powerful.

Now it’s Canada’s turn at
the ballot. On May 28, Ca-
nadians can choose to put

aside our regional bicker-
ing, reject populist leader-
ship, and elect a prime
minister capable of leading
Canada through these

dark times. We must have
a strong national leader
who has never been in the
thrall of the Trump cult and
whose policies do not align
with MAGA ideology.

This is a race between
the Conservatives and the
Liberals, between Poilievre
and Carney. The NDP and
the Greens aren’t in the
running for prime min-
ister, so a vote for either
of those parties in this
one critical election is a
thrown-away vote.

Niagara-on-the-Lake resi-
dent Keith McNenly was the
chief administrator of the
Town of Mono for 41 years.
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The Masters has defined sports and sportsmanship, again

In i - Lz
Ross’s Ramblings

Ross Robinson
Columnist

Many millions of people
watched superb athletes do
battle in Augusta over the
weekend. Yes, a sure state-
ment that spring has sprung.
How beautiful are the aza-
leas on the 18 holes of the
meticulously groomed golf
course in Georgia?

About a hundred of the
top-ranked golfers in the
world came together to
walk on the fairways and
the pine straw and over the
famous bridges.

As NOTL’s Bill Gar-
riock said in the library
the day after Rory Mcll-
roy had finally completed
his Career Grand Slam,
“Everyone involved knows
the rules and the expec-
tations.” And everyone

meets the expectations —
both players and specta-
tors, who are all treated
as guests of the Augusta
National Golf Club.

Acceptable apparel, no
mobile telephones, the
players don’t fight, and
nobody argues with the
rules officials. A common
query among golf fans is,
“Have you ever been to the
Masters?” Every single time
I have asked that question, I
feel so fortunate, as I quietly
reply, “Twice.”

Last week was the 89th
playing of the Masters.
Has there ever been a fi-
nal day with more drama,
more class, and more great
and bad shotmaking? Rare
double bogeys were not
so rare, and emotional
swings became almost too
much for both spectators
on the course and those of
us watching on television
to handle.

Mcllroy is now the first
player in Masters history to
win the tournament after
carding four double bogeys.
A few times, he appeared
to be stumbling his way to
victory. He had surrendered
the solo lead by mismanag-
ing a double bogey on the
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Ross Robinson says it'd be easier for everyone if golfers had
their names and numbers on their shirts. Like Happy Gilmore.

first hole of the fourth and
final round.

One of the many reasons
so many of us love to play
and watch golf is that we
can all do just what the
professionals do.

Whether sinking a long
and double-snaking 80
putt, or watching a pres-
sure-packed easy wedge
shot disappear into a water
hazard, or watching a tee
shot drop into the hole for a
hole in one, each golfer just
might do it.

We can’t hit a 90-mile-

per-hour fastball or a
major league curveball, or
kick a 55-yard field goal,
but we can make and miss
shots just like the profes-
sional golfers.

So, we can get dressed up
like real golfers and then
live vicariously on carefully
maintained golf courses
around the world. Almost
always with people who are
polite and out for a pleasant
few hours.

Now, rambling to last
weekend’s final round in
Augusta. Even for a some-

what casual golf fan like
me, there were such diverse
personalities trying to with-
stand the pressure. A few
are a bit cocky for my lik-
ing, and a few seem almost
devoid of personality.

As an inveterate suggester
of changing the traditions
if a game can be improved,
may I ask when professional
golfers will start having
their names or a number
printed on the back of their
golf shirts? Almost all other
sports make it easier to
watch by including names,
so why not golf? I know, I
know, tradition.

It was former Cana-
dian prime minister Jean
Chrétien who once said,
after being accused of not
respecting tradition, “I have
such respect for tradition
that I want to start a new
one today.”

Back suddenly to Justin
Rose and Rory Mcllroy at
the Masters last week. Two
superb and classy athletes
from the United Kingdom,
who have been on the same
Ryder Cup teams several
times. Not at all flashy, but
both long-time denizens of
leader boards around the
golfing world. Their respect

for each other on Sunday
was palpable.

They both had the lead
a few times, and they both
lost the lead a few times.
Only one of them was
eventually going to win
this excruciatingly exciting
Masters. Both of them, with
no coaches to turn to for
encouragement or advice,
stoic under the pressure.

They both made gaffes
while playing the final
round, but they also both
made shots under levels of
pressure that we mere mor-
tals will thankfully never
experience.

Watching the last couple
of hours of the Masters last
week made me glad to be a
fan of the game of golf.

To my good fortune, I
have played enough to ap-
preciate the game. The raw
and individual emotions, the
loneliness, the need to emo-
tionally navigate such lows
and highs, all by yourself
out there.

Could even one of the
millions of people watching
Rory Mcllroy after his Mas-
ters win not have felt good
about the outcome?

The Green Jacket looks
good on him.
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Across
1. Without exception (2,1,3)

o gy e Crossword Puzzle

10. Chancel wear (4)
I I 7

11. Geological faults (5)
14

12. Impressive array (7)

15. Vulnerable (3,2,1,4)

16. Free from bias (4)

18. Corporate big wheels (1,1,2)

20. Stage illuminators (10)

22. Country on Lake Tanganyika (7)
24. Edge of a precipice (5)

27. Angler’s decoy (4)

28. Firm which makes Up! (10)

29. Arrogant, presumptuous people (8)
30. Overnight flight (3-3)

Down

2. Hold on ... (3,6)

3. Good conductor, perhaps (7)

4. Diamond songwriter (4)

5. Flake (4)

6. Common currency in New York, for
example (6,4)

7. Disappear slowly (4,3)

8. Insurgent (5)

13. Disregarded for promotion (6,4)
14. Largest of the Lesser Sunda Islands (5)
17. With great concentration (9)
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19. Used TNT to blow up a scholar (7) g 7 4 2
21. Floral wreath (7) . .

23. Wrongfully appropriate (5) 5 9

25. Looked up to in Switzerland (4) 1 3 9

26. Nicholas Il was the last (4)
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Explore these native

GROWING

Joanne Young
Columnist

Growing native ground-
covers in our gardens has
become more and more
important. Many of the
groundcovers we have been
growing for years, because
of their dependability and
ease of maintenance, are
now included on the inva-
sive species lists.

Perennials such as vinca
(periwinkle), pachysandra
(Japanese spurge), ae-
gopodium (goutweed and
hedera (English ivy) are
creeping into our natural
areas and taking over our
native species.

Here are a few native
groundcovers that you
might consider planting in
lieu of more invasive plant
types.

Wild Canadian ginger

(Asarum canadense)

The large, velvety,
kidney-shaped leaves of
Canadian ginger create a
lush groundcover that ef-
fectively suppresses weeds.

It sports unique bur-
gundy-brown flowers that,
due to their leaf size, are

TOGETHER W

Native groundcover plants like bunchberry dogwood can

groundcover plants

offer flowers and berries and grow well in shade.

somewhat hidden under the
leaves. They bloom from
April into May.

The plant spreads slowly
by rhizomes, forming colo-
nies over time. Canadian
ginger prefers a site that is
shadier and even a deeply
shaded location under the
canopies of trees, tolerating
both moist and dry soils.

It typically grows up to
eight inches high. Deer do
not seem to like the taste of
this plant and will usually
avoid it.

Wild ginger makes a
good groundcover for
woodland gardens and
shady wildlife gardens.

Bunchberry dogwood

(Cornus canadensis)

Here is a totally differ-
ent form of dogwood than
what you typically think
of when hearing the name
dogwood.

A native of the forests in
Ontario, bunchberry is a
charming groundcover with
multi-seasonal interest.

In late spring, flowers,
surrounded by showy white
bracts, open up, contrast-

ing with the glossy green
foliage. The flowers, bracts
and leaves are similar to
those of our native flower-
ing dogwood tree (Cornus
florida), but in smaller, low-
spreading form.

In late summer and early
fall, bright red/orange ber-
ries begin to ripen, attract-
ing birds. The display of
berries doesn’t stop until
fall, when its dark green
leaves start turning shades
of red to purple.

Bunchberry grows to a
maximum of eight inches
high and spreads at a
moderate pace by under-
ground rhizomes. It does
not withstand heavy foot
traffic. Being native to our
forests, it grows best in
dappled shade.

Wintergreen
(Gaulheria procumbens)

Wintergreen is a native
plant that makes an at-
tractive, low-maintenance,
evergreen groundcover for
shady locations. It grows
about four to six inches
high and spreads one to
two feet across.

Wintergreen blooms in
late spring/early summer
with small white to light
pink pendulous bell-like
flowers. In late summer/ear-
ly fall, waxy, edible scarlet
red berries ripen and remain
on the plant into winter.

The leaves also turn to a
wine/red colour in the fall
and remain that colour until
spring, when they will turn
green again. Bruised or
lightly crushed stems and
leaves give off a winter-
green fragrance.

Wintergreen prefers an
organically rich, moist,
slightly acidic soil. It per-
forms best where the sum-
mers are a bit cooler.

The bright red berries
and reddish-bronze leaves
of wintergreen plants are
a welcome sight in the
winter months when there’s
little else to look at in the
landscape.

Next time you are at the
garden centre, looking for
plants for groundcover,
make sure that you check
out these three native
varieties.

Joanne Young is a Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake garden
expert and coach. See her
website at joanneyoung.ca.

The Niagara-on-the-
Lake Horticultural Soci-
ety is pleased to be hosting
a series of Saturday morn-
ing gardening classes,
available to the public.
They will be facilitated by
Joanne Young and will
run until May 31. For all
the details and to pre-
register for the classes,
visit notlhortsociety.com/
classes.

[ EXPLORING HISTORY

WITH NOTL MUSEUM

Happy Easter, circa 1833

In celebration of Easter, many residents of Niagara-on-the-Lake would send homemade greeting cards to their friends
and family. This Easter card is a painting of a sweet pea that the artist, Amelia McFarland (nee Keefer, 1818-1899),
created for her friend Augusta Wilson. Amelia was the wife of John McFarland IIT (1812-1857) and her family lived in
the Township of Niagara-on-the-Lake. She was an accomplished painter in watercolours and oils, which you can see
clearly see here. Her artwork may inspire us all to attempt our own homemade greeting cards this holiday. Nothing is
more meaningful than a personal gesture from the heart. Happy Easter from the Niagara-on-the-Lake Museum!

ARPER

TREE CARE

Pruning
Planting
Removals
Plant Health Care

CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

Levi Harper
905-324-8609

harpertreecare@outlook.com
www.harpertreecare.com

ISA Certified Arborist ON-3141A
Ontario 444A Certified Arborist

SUNRISE SERVICE

WHERE:

Living Waters Wayside Chapel

Niagara River Parkway at Line 1

WHEN:

Sunday, April 20 | 7 a.m.

Outdoor service, please dress appropriately

Residential, Commercial
and Industrial Automation

Scott

RR3

Cell: 905-933-3974

allspark.scott@gmail.com
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License No.
7010341

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Email us.




Page 22
April 17, 2025

@) FEATURED

Amber Door
Estate Sales Inc.

WE DO ALL THE WORK!

Online auctions, estate settlements,
downsizings & liquidations

Appraisals, garbage removal,
cleaning, decluttering

We buy or consign single
items and entire estates

We buy gold, coins,
artwork & collectibles

Call Yvonne for a FREE consultation

905-517-5552

‘Antiques Barn’ - 758 Niagara Stone Road

www.amberdoorestatesales.com
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wi [[ee
X
A LANDSCAPING

SPRING HAS SPRUNG!

e, . o

INC.

BOOK NOW FOR:
Spring cleanups, garden renewals
& lawn care.

www.treeamigoslandscaping.com
905-468-9557 | info@treeamigos.ca

PAINTING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

2002

Active Contracting
Tel: 905-325-1322

CALL US FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY!

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

Obituaries

John Ratkovsky

RATKOVSKY, John —

John passed away peacefully after
a brief illness, surrounded by family,
in his 95th year.

John was born in Opasatika,
Ontario (in the bush), to immigrant
parents. John was always proud of
his Slovak heritage. From there,
they moved to Ormstown, Quebec
(and moving via a lumber/dump-
truck), settled in St. Catharines.
John attended Connaught, Maywood, and St. Catharines Collegiate
where he was introduced to the love of his life of 79 years, Helen
Paskywee. Helen and John soon moved to Toronto for a post-
secondary education. Helen attended the Hospital for Sick Children,
Nursing School and John attended Ryerson (TMU) University for
Electrical Engineering, both graduated in 1953. John then accepted a
position with English Electric (G.E) in St. Catharines.

John eventually followed his passion of owning and operating a
hardwood lumber sawmill on Perry Street in St. Catharines. The
sawmill produced Oak timbers for Port Weller Dry Docks and the
St. Lawrence Seaway, and furniture-grade lumber for foreign and
domestic markets. His dedication for the business was highlighted by
fun terms of employment such as: Reuben sandwiches on Saturdays,
timeliness, and always answering to “Hey”’! no matter what.

John eventually married Helen and lived with their four sons
in St. Catharines, moving to NOTL in 1974. John was a loving
husband and father. He had many nicknames: “John, Johnny,
Jocko, Ratsy, Malenki, Boss, Dad, and Grandpa. To John these
were endearing terms of love and affection. The word “No” was
not in his vocabulary. John was multi-lingual in English, Slovak,
Polish, and French.

In retirement, John and Helen travelled, gardened, and spent as
much time as they could with their grandchildren. They spent many
hours volunteering (Grace United /Carleton United Churches) and
John was a dedicated Kiwanian (5 years with perfect attendance).

John was predeceased by his wife Helen (2018), son Tim (2023),
grand-daughter Andrea (2002) and best friend Stephen Bak
(2021). John is survived by his sons Ted, Tom, and Terry, his 9
Grandchildren: Chris, Ryan, Jason, Andrew, Krystle, Nathan, Lorna,
Emily, and Natalie. 8 Great-grandchildren: Lakelyn, Hudson, Paxton,
Lila, Charlotte, Bronson, Tanner, and James.

A private interment is planned.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the Niagara
Children’s Centre Donations can be made online
at helpkidsshine.ca. Memories, photos and condolences may be
shared at www.morganfuneral.com

NOVACO, Mary Ann —

Mary Ann Novaco of Niagara-on-the-Lake,
Ontario passed away on April 9, 2025 after a
short battle with pancreatic cancer.

Born in Toronto to Vincenzo and Evelyn
Novaco, her father immigrated to the United
States when she was young and the family
followed a year later. After graduating from
Danbury High School in Connecticut, she
moved to New York City and graduated from the
Fashion Institute of Technology.

She spent the next 40 years working in NYC
first as a model then as a fashion designer. After
retirement she moved back to Canada.

She leaves behind her devoted and loving
sister Patricia Houser of Mystic Connecticut,
who has been with her through her whole
ordeal; her niece Kristin and her nephew
Bob; numerous cousins in Canada and the
United States and her two boys in France
whom she called her sons after working as an
au pair in Paris.

As per wishes cremation has taken place and
her ashes will be spread in Paris by the family.

Special thanks to Dr. Vivier, Walker
Family Cancer Centre Palliative Care and
Ontario Health at Home for their empathy and
compassion during this difficult time.

Donations can be made to Walker Family
Cancer Centre or St. Jude’s Children’s Research
Hospital.

Arrangements entrusted to Considerate
Cremation & Burial Services, 26 Nihan Drive,
St. Catharines (between Lake Street & Scott
Street), 289-362-1144. Online condolences may
be made at CCBSCares.ca

Helmut Hammerling

HAMMERLING, Helmut —

Helmut was born in Poland in the spring of 1944, the youngest of six children to
Christoph and Linda Hammerling. The family soon fled to Germany as refugees. In 1953
the family immigrated to Canada settling in Winnipeg Manitoba. In 1962, Helmut and
his parents, now with a younger brother, moved into a small, three-bedroom house on
a fruit farm in St. Catharines. Helmut completed his schooling and joined the reserves
in the Lincoln Welland Regiment. In the spring of 1963, while walking home from the
Armouries, Helmut resplendent in his uniform, met Margaret “Maggie” Louise Arthur,
wearing a beautiful dress, on her way home from choir practice. Love was in the air and it
was love at first sight. High school sweethearts they remained.

After graduating high school, Maggie went into nursing and Helmut began his career
at General Motors. They were married August 26, 1967 and after much saving they were able to buy their very own
home in Niagara on the Lake. Here they raised their three children, Gerald, Sara and Eric. After 35 years of dedicated
service to GM including time spent as supervisor of the tool & grind department, Helmut was able to retire from GM at
the young age of 55. Helmut could now spend more time at home to help his sweetheart Maggie recover from a stroke
and other health issues. As Maggie improved Helmut could now spend more time playing his favourite sport, tennis.
Helmut also became involved in supporting community events & church fundraisers at St. Mark’s. Helmut’s talents
had no end, and he would spend countless hours puttering in the back yard, gardening or being Mr. Handyman in his
workshop in the garage. Helmut and Maggie were also fortunate enough to spend many winters in Florida and take

several cruises and trips to explore this wonderful world.

He will be deeply missed by Maggie, his 3 children Gerald (Julia), Sara (Bernd), and Eric, his five grandchildren
(Nathan, David, Aaron, Grace, Kate), his extended family, and many great friends.
Visitation will be held at Morgan’s Funeral Home at 415 Regent St., Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario, on Friday, April 11,

2025 from 2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m.

Funeral will be held at St. Mark’s Anglican Church in Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario at 2 p.m. on Saturday, April 12,
2025. Internment in the Church cemetery will occur directly after the funeral.
In lieu of flowers, those who wish may make a memorial donation to the Red Roof Retreat. Additional service

information available at www.morganfuneral.com.
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$2,399,900 HALDIMAND $1,989,900 . $969,900
LISTED BY: ANDREW PERRIE | LISTED BY: ANDREW PERRIE& = | |STED BY: ANDREW PERRIE& | LISTED BY: ANDREW PERRIE &
TURNKEVB &8 CRYSTAL SIMONS CRYSTAL SIMONS CRYSTAL SIMONS

DG 0

527 MISSISSAGUA ST e I N 1P RE R " 17 PARTITION ST
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SELLING YOUR HOME?

Some things to consider.. ¢ Timeline Planning e« Market Strategy « Research & Analysis
« Home Preperation e« Pricing Strategy * Staying Informed About Economic Trends

. CALL ANGELIKA TODAY TO DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGY! ¢
289-214-4394

(zr N\ 5 ~p . -
FH LuxuryHomes.com TOP 1% AGENT IN SALES IN

Showcasmg your luxury MAGARA@MTH ELAKE! ”

home world-wide while working
with top brokers in the industry!

Cornerstone Qlistglobally

Association of REALTORS®

Proud member of
\_ LuxuryHomes.com Y,

.
: : Toronto Regional
Real Estate Board

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT fELUXURYHOMES.COM"
REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD

« Packing of your house / Estate cleanup / L
ek « Long term presence in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Local

Decluttering services

« World class videography, photos and drone footage,
high quality hard cover print brochures &
advertising in print media

« Large social media presence and extensive unique
marketing techniques

« Your property will be globally listed gaining world
wide exposure and will be seen on ALL real estate
boards in Ontario

« Home renovation experience < experienced >

« Help Elderly Relocate

« Passionate to be of service

« We offer a 24/7 open line of communication

o Several testimonials and 5 star reviews

o Exceptional sales record

« Respected by colleagues and community

o Wealth of knowledge

Right at Home Realty Team Office in NOTL (Over
6000 in GTA, #1 independent brokerage in the GTA
for 10 years*)

« Angelika previously owned a highly successful
marketing/media business in Toronto for over 20
years. Built relationships with Fortune 500, big
banks, CTV, Global, Olympics, Film Festival. Over 10
years of real estate business.

« Abundance of knowledge in all aspects of real
properties (waterfront, residential, agricultural,
commercial and leases)

« Up to date on Mortgage trends and state of
economy, strategy to sell

o Contribution to charities

« Lead sponsor in Chamber of Commerce NOTL Golf
Tournament 2023

698 RYE STREET 26 LORETTA DRIVE 43 HOMESTEAD DRIVE 23- 608 SIMCOE STREET 310 SIMCOE STREET

496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
RIGHT &

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE TEAM , | HOME

Bringing GTA Buyers to Niagara-On-The-Lake @& ASSOCIATES

#1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTA FOR
10 YEARS* LUXURY REAL ESTATE

*TRREB Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31,2022, combined units sold. *Based on closed transactions in the Burlington / Niagara Right At Home Realty Office, 2022, 2023, 2024




