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OPINION

David Israelson
Special to The Lake Report

If you have the feeling 
that Premier Doug Ford’s 
government is aiming to 
saddle Niagara-on-the-
Lake with amalgamation 
whether we like it or not, 
you’re not alone.

The clumsy attempt by 
appointed Niagara Re-
gional Chair Bob Gale to 
force a quick debate about 
amalgamation may have 
set back the dubious cause, 
but did it?

Gale’s own regional 
councillors ordered him to 
stop bugging us about amal-
gamation, but here we are 
talking about it — NOTL’s 
ratepayers, our lord mayor, 
town council and ordinary 
residents like me. 

There seems to be a 
consensus emerging that we 
don’t want amalgamation. 
But what do we want? It’s 
time for our local leaders to 
speak up. 

For many years, and 
through many local coun-
cils (though not always), 
Niagara-on-the-Lake has 
said no to change, with only 
vague alternatives. Our suc-
cessive councils have been 
less good at getting 110 
per cent behind visionary 
moves, though.

Why isn’t there more sup-
port for the amazing work 
the Niagara Foundation is 
doing at the Wilderness, 
for example? Councillors 
should be posing in front of 
it every day. 

Which brings us back 
to amalgamation: was 
Gale’s ham-handed effort a 
scheme to allow Ford to put 
Niagara-wide mega-gov-
ernment on the province’s 
agenda quickly?  

Ford claims no, but he has 
shown no hesitation about 
disemboweling other mu-
nicipalities. He cut Toronto’s 

city council in half, gave 
mayors unwanted bossy 
new “strong mayor” powers, 
scrapped and rewrote plan-
ning laws to favour develop-
ers and sprawl regardless of 
whether it’s good for cities 
and towns.

To its credit, the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Residents 
Association quickly came 
up with a position paper 
opposing amalgamation, 
based on research into 
whether it would save 
NOTL taxpayers money.

Hint: it won’t. 
And Lord Mayor Gary 

Zalepa has also come out 
fi rmly against amalgamation. 
We’ll see if all this works, or 
if the province simply goes 

ahead and ignores the wishes 
of local people and their 
representatives. 

The residents associa-
tion has gathered data and 
the town has more data at 
its disposal showing that 
NOTL taxpayers would be 
worse off if amalgamation 
takes place.

There was also a regional 
report looking at amalga-
mation done in 2019, which 
the region so far has refused 
to make public. Why? 

The bigger question is: 
Why mash up Canada’s 
most beautiful town? 

The answer is simple. 
Ford has a vision of build-
ing the Niagara region into 
a Las Vegas-style tourist 

magnet that would attract 
exponentially more visitors 
than we already welcome.

NOTL likely doesn’t 
have to worry about 
becoming casino-ville, 
but forcing our town to 
add more poorly planned 
development could easily 
be a part of this vision. 

For those who would pave 
more of Niagara, the logic 
of amalgamation is that 
it leads to bold and quick 
decision-making. It’s harder 
to commit provincewide 
taxpayer funds and attract 
private investment when 
there are 12 pesky local 
mayors and governments 
that want a say. 

We should have a say 
though. We live here. 

Enhancing region-wide 
tourism could actually be 
a great idea if done right. 
But can the Ford govern-
ment be counted on this? 
We need only to gaze at the 
hellscape Ford has made 
of Ontario Place and the 
Ontario Science Centre to 
see what can happen when 
the public is ignored.

It’s commendable that 
anti-amalgamation voices 
among ratepayers, NOTL’s 
council and regional coun-
cillors are marshalling their 
facts to oppose any unwant-
ed moves to turn Niagara 
into a political mosh pit.

But as we have seen so 
many times in this era of 
so-called populism, that 
facts won’t necessarily 
matter to politicians who 
have already made up 
their minds. 

That’s why it’s so crucial 
for NOTL’s council to try 
something it has seldom 
done before, over many 
years — show some vision. 

What exactly do we want 
for NOTL? What should 
it look like in 10 years? 
Maybe almost the same as 
now, only better. How?

Our local leaders should 
think boldly and speak 
clearly. It’s time to dream 
— otherwise, someone else 
will be dreaming for us.

David Israelson is a 
writer and non-practising 
lawyer who lives in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.

Writer David Israelson says NOTL needs to fi nd out what it 
does want, if it doesn’t want forced amalgamaton.

If NOTL doesn’t want amalgamation, what do we want?

2026 Volunteer
Firefighter Recruitment

Apply to bec om e a

Acceptin g applications f rom Mar ch 1-31,2026
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Enjo ys servin g th e public
Lives within 7 minut es of 1of 5 f ire stations

Old Town (22 An der son Lan e)
St. Davids (745 Warner Road)
Virgil (1391Con cession 6 Road)
Queenst on (5 Dumf ries Street)
Glen dale (350 Townlin e Road)
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A Suc cessful Can didat e:

Sunday, March 29/26,    
4:00 p.m. 

St. Mark's Anglican Church

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Tickets at the door, 
or pre-order here...
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#1 Realtor in Niagara on the Lake since 2021 *transactions and volume

$1,000,000,000 in Real Estate Sold in Niagara

NIAGARA
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND 
OPERATED

FREE HOME 
EVALUATION
CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

905.329.3484
OVER $1 
BILLION 
IN REAL 
ESTATE 
SOLD 
SINCE 
2006

TEXT OR CALL GREG TODAY @ 905.329.3484
Greg has recently LISTED/SOLD 
these beautiful homes in your area!

If you would like to know what your 
home is worth, call Greg  today for a 
Free Home Evaluation.

107 Millpond Rd  - $1,999,999 by Evan McCaughey

3 Fedorkow Lane,  Niagara on the Lake - $2,250,000

358C Martindale Rd, St. Catharines - $2,999,500

4009 Niagara Parkway, Fort Erie - $999,000 380 Nassau, Niagara on the Lake - Asking $2,500,0003 Summerhayes,  Niagara on the Lake - $930,000

12 Pinot Trail,  Niagara on the Lake - $850,000

433 Four Mile Creek Rd, Niagara on the Lake -$3,888,000

3 Blackbird St, Niagara on the Lake - $889,500

$30,0
00 ov

er as
king

over
askin

g

JUST 
LISTE

D

13 Wilberforce -  $575,000 by Evan McCaughey

by Evan McCaughey

1559 York Rd, Niagara on the Lake - $2,450,000

JUST 
LISTE

D
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Last issue’s answers

M
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M

Crossword Puzzle
Across
9. Roman sea-god (7)
10. Exhausted (3,4)
11. Mature (5)
12. Cheap book edition (9)
13. Infl ammation of the lungs (9)
14. Snares (5)
15. Witches (11)
20. Have a cow (5)
22. Peculiar (9)
25. Lack of knowledge (9)
26. Greeting (5)
27. Fragment (7)
28. Loss of memory (7)
Down
1. Sad (7)
2. Natty (6)
3. Patron (8)
4. Make more intense (6)
5. Military aircraft (8)
6. Red Bordeaux (6)
7. Today (8)
8. Most feeble (7)
15. Magnifi cent (8)
16. Infi nite time (8)
17. Fine weather (8)
18. Make dim by comparison (7)
19. Performer of gymnastic feats (7)
21. 2nd smallest continent (6)
23. Roman general (6)
24. Condiment (6)

GAMES

Have some fun

MAXIMIZE EXPOSURE!

#1
RE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!

###11111#1##1#
RE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!

SCAN FOR A FREE 
HOME EVALUATION

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto  — not just in town.

21 OAKLEY DRIVE
2+1 BED • 3 BATH • 1,702 SQ. FT.

$1,374,900                                                                                           

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

8 FIRELANE 14D ROAD
2+1 BED • 3 BATH • 1,500 SQ. FT.

$1,249,900                                                                                           

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

22 CREEKSIDE DRIVE
2+2 BED • 3 BATH • 1,591 SQ. FT.

$1,219,900                                                                                           

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

13 UPPER CANADA DRIVE
2+1 BED • 2 BATH • 1,104 SQ. FT.

$969,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

905-641-0308  •  Sold@GolfiTeam.com  •  www.Golf iTeam.com

Call the brand that gets your home  NOTICED!

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. †Conditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi  Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated. 

Ask about our Golfi  Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.†

NEW 
PRICE NEW 

PRICE
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Lighthouse and waterworks
In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Niagara-on-the-Lake invested in infrastructure designed 

to improve both public health and navigation safety. The “Pumphouse,” built along the Niagara 
River in 1891, used steam-powered pumps to provide fi ltered drinking water to residents for more 
than 90 years. Nearby, the federal government addressed hazards at the river’s narrow entrance 
by constructing front and rear range lights and a foghorn house in 1904. When aligned, the range 
lights guided vessels safely into the Niagara River, particularly at night or in fog. Together, these 
systems refl ect the community’s efforts to protect people both on land and on the water.

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

It wasn’t so long ago that 
artifi cial intelligence fi rst 
beat world champions in 
chess, then masters of GO 
and later Jeopardy. Those 
highly published stunts 
certainly got the attention of 
the public.

What wasn’t so obvious 
at the time was that early 
versions of AI were being 
developed for the defence 
industry bent on developing 
powerful computer systems 
for identifying, analyzing 
and devising countermea-
sures to potential threats 
such as incoming missiles.

In 2022, ChatGPT intro-
duced an AI system that 
harnessed large-language 
models to provide natural 
spoken or written language 
links between users and 
computers, and hence easy 
access to information and 

analyses enabled by huge 
databases.

Almost overnight, users 
began to use AI as their 
preferred site for looking up 
information, writing essays, 
creating grant propos-
als and, lately, designing, 
supervising and analyzing 
research data — even creat-
ing music, visual art and 
poetry.

On the more practical 
side, AI is commonly used 
to analyze imaging studies 
such as X-rays, CT scans 
and MIRs and more re-
cently has proven as capable 
as most medicine special-
ists in making diagnoses, 
prompting and analyzing 
laboratory studies and even 
suggesting treatment op-
tions.

One article from Feb. 
9 written by Gina Kolata 
for the New York Times 
was provocatively titled, “AI 
Is Making Doctors Answer 
a Question: What Are They 
Really Good For?” — A 
good question for even the 
most seasoned and experi-
enced physicians now and 
more so in the near future.

Just a few years ago, most 
physicians saw AI, at best, 
as an aid, then a partner, 
and now many feel threat-
ened by AI’s growing clini-

cal skills at eliciting and 
making sense of the history 
and laboratory fi ndings — 
but as yet unable to carry 
out a physical examination 
— so far.

And if that’s what’s hap-
pening to physicians, the 
same is surely instore for 
lawyers, fi nancial consul-
tants and even mathemati-
cians. For example, many 
promising students looking 
at a career in mathemat-
ics are put off these days 
because of AI’s mastery of 
all but the most challenging 
mathematics.

A month ago, the New 
York Times highlighted 
the latter issue in an article 
written by Siobhan Roberts 
titled, “These Mathemati-
cians Are Putting AI to the 
Test.”

A group of four highly 
regarded, award-winning 
mathematicians set about 
devising very challenging 
mathematical questions for 
AI to solve.

The result? AI failed each 
challenge.

Even so, it had taken four 
brilliant mathematicians to 
come up with challenges 
tough enough — all for AI 
to fail.

However, my guess is 
that had AI been trained on 
similar challenging math 
problems, it wouldn’t have 
taken long before AI mas-
tered other questions posed 
by top-notch mathemati-
cians; and with the advent of 
quantum computing linked 
to AI, the combination will 
best even Fields Medal win-
ners, one of the top prizes in 
mathematics.

But as with the challenges 
from mathematicians, so 
too will AI eventually win 
out in response to questions 
posed by human experts, 
whoever they might be, 
provided it is trained on 
similar, but not the same, 
questions.

There’s a related issue 
here. The more physicians 
come to depend on AI, the 
more their clinical skills 
may wither.

Learning to assess clinical 
cases can be very challeng-
ing; good examples are the 
weekly clinical pathological 
conferences cases discussed 
in the New England Journal 
of Medicine, in which 
physicians unfamiliar with 
the cases are challenged 
by complicated, sometimes 
esoteric cases.

Most of the time, invited 
guest discussants get the 
answer right, but not always. 
So far, AI does remarkably 
well on similar case mate-
rial.

The future problem for 
physicians learning critical 
analytical skills will be how 
to acquire those skills in the 
age of AI.

That’s the thing with AI: 
it learns from its mistakes. 
The more AI is exposed to 
different challenges, such 
as cases in medicine and 
dentistry, the better it gets. 
Properly trained, it learns 
from far more cases than 
any one physician or dentist 
will in a lifetime.

Looking back at phys-
ics in that Camelot period 
from 1900 to 1930, a period 
that ushered in quantum 
physics and general relativ-
ity, it’s hard for me to see 
how AI would have come 
up with Einstein’s general 

relativity — it was such a 
mind-blowing creation of 
his imagination. Perhaps the 
same might be said for Sch-
rodinger’s and Heisenberg’s 
solutions for the subatomic 
world.

Paul Dirac, one of the 
most brilliant theoretical 
physicists and mathemati-
cians of the 20th century by 
wide agreement among his 
colleagues, once spoke of 
Einstein’s general relativ-
ity as a creation so novel 
that no one else would have 
come up with for 100 years 
or more, whereas many 
advances, and it might be 
added Nobel prizes here, are 
for work, that given a few 
more years, others would 
have come to the same 
conclusion and result — not 
Einstein’s masterpiece.

Einstein was one of a 
kind, according to Dirac, 
like some of the greatest 
artists, including some of 
whom created the magnifi -
cent cave art in Europe in 
the period between 10-
30,000 years ago.

Dr. William Brown is 
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the 
InfoHealth series at the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library. 

Artifi cial intelligence vs. the experts: Who wins the future?
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Barry Hill
HILL, Barry Winston- It is with 

deep sadness that we announce 
the passing of Barry, at his home, 
on March 5, 2026 at the age of 84.  
Devoted and loving husband of Joan 
for 61 years.  Dear brother of Ian 
(Elizabeth) and Karen Shewan (Mel).  
Survived by his nieces Stacey and 
Hayley, and by his nephew Michael.  
Predeceased by his sister-in-law Joy 
Lowe (Jack).

Barry was born April 23, 1941(St. George’s Day) in Cadishead, 
Lancashire, England. He was a keen soccer player and fan over the 
course of his life. His father took him as a boy to Old Trafford to 
support Manchester United Football Club.

Barry had a varied career. After an electrical apprenticeship, he 
spent several years in the Merchant Navy and also Cunard Lines. 
Barry and Joan married in 1964 and emigrated to Canada in 1965. 
Barry’s years in the Manchester and Toronto police forces and 
his interest in criminal law led him to a career as a Provincial 
Prosecutor in Windsor, Ontario and later as a Crown Attorney in 
Toronto and St. Catharines. Barry enjoyed sailing, travel and golf 
and after retirement, daily walks with Joan in and around their 
home in Niagara on the Lake. 

Always remembered. Never forgotten.  
As per Barry’s wishes, cremation has taken place and a 

celebration of his life will be held at a later date.  For those who 
wish, memorial donations may be made to a charity of your choice. 

Memories, photos and condolences may be shared at www.
morganfuneral.com.

Obituary
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Have a project, event, or youth initiative that
benefits our community?

The Town is accepting applications for its 2026
Community and Youth Initiatives Grant
Program until March 27, 2026. Total funding
available for 2026 is $167,443.

Funding Priorities Include:
✔ Programs and events led by community
members
✔ Opportunities that enhance youth
development, engagement, and leadership
✔ Projects that encourage cooperation among
local non-profits, schools, and service groups

Applications will be reviewed by the Grant
Working Group in April, with final funding
recommendations brought forward to Council
for approval in May 2026.

Funding Available for
Local Community &

Youth Projects

Scan the QR code or visit
www.notl.com/community-

youth-initiatives-grant to apply.

Niagara-on-the-Lake got a bit of reprieve from the big chill we’ve 
been experiencing this winter — in fact, the weather outside was 
almost delightful. In celebration of the good weather, Aniket and 
Neha Bankar took their kids, two-year-old Aadya and eight-year-
old Eira, out for ice cream on Tuesday. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Ice cream weather teases us
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496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

FREE HOME EVALUATION!
CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!

FREE HOME EVALUATION!
CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT
REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD
ANGELIKA ZAMMIT
REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD

Passionate to be of service
We offer a 24/7 open line of communication

Several testimonials and 5 star reviews

Long term presence in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Local
Right at Home Realty Team Office in NOTL (Over
6000 in GTA, #1 independent brokerage in the
GTA for 10 years**)
Angelika previously owned a highly successful
marketing/media business in Toronto for over 20
years. Built relationships with Fortune 500, big
banks, CTV, Global, Olympics, Film Festival.

Free packing of your house / estate
cleanup/decluttering services***
World class videography, photos and
drone footage, high quality hard cover
print brochures & advertising in print
media
Large social media presence and
extensive unique marketing techniques
Your property will be globally listed
gaining world wide exposure and will be
seen on all real estate boards in Ontario
Home renovation experience
Help Elderly Relocate

620 CHARLOTTE STREET

OLD TOWN

16 WYCKLIFFE AVENUE 7807 LONGHOUSE LANE 1134 LAKESHORE ROAD 26 PARK COURT

33-88 LAKEPORT ROAD

PORT DALHOUSIE

$749,000$749,000

80 LORETTA DRIVE

VIRGIL

$�,099,000$1,099,000

48 CANNERY DRIVE

ST. DAVID’S

$�49,000$849,000

507 MISSISSAGUA STREET

OLD TOWN

$�,�79,000$1,679,000

15756 NIAGARA PARKWAY

RIVER NOTL

$799,000$799,000

43 SCOTT STREET

$�,499,000$1,499,000

267 VICTORIA STREET

OLD TOWN

$949,000$949,000

5201 VALLEY WAY

NIAGARA FALLS

$��9,000$669,000

643 KING STREET

OLD TOWN

$�,�7�,000$1,875,000

225 ANNE STREET

OLD TOWN

$�99,000$899,000

318 CONCESSION 3 ROAD

ST. DAVID’S

$9�0,000$950,000

21 TULIP TREE ROAD

ST. DAVID’S

$�,�99,000$1,199,000

7 WINDSOR CIRCLE

OLD TOWN

$�7�,000$875,000

335 WILLIAM STREET

OLD TOWN

$�79,000$879,000

13 OAK DRIVE

OLD TOWN

$�,�99,000$1,299,000

707-81 SCOTT STREET

ST. CATHARINES

CONDITIONALLYCONDITIONALLYCOMING
SOON!
FRIDAY NEW!

PRIC
E

IM
PROVEM

ENT

PRIC
E

IM
PROVEM

ENT

NEW!

6 CAR
GARAGE

BACKYARD
OASIS!

BROUGHT THE BUYER!

*Based on reviews from Rate-My-Agent.com, a triple verified review platform **TRREB Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31, 2022, combined units sold.
***FREE GIFT OF 10 HOURS OF PACKING AND DECLUTTERING SERVICES - excludes tenanted areas    ****Based on closed transactions in the Burlington / Niagara Right At Home Realty Office, 2022, 2023, 2024

#1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTA FOR
10 YEARS**

*
TOP RATED AGENT IN

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!
TOP RATED AGENT IN

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!

CALL ANGELIKA =            
CALL OR TEXT (289) 214-4394

TMSOLD!

****

Respected by colleagues and
community
Over 12 years of real estate business
Knowledge in all aspects of real
properties (waterfront, residential,
agricultural, commercial and leases)
Up to date on Mortgage trends and
state of economy, strategy to sell
Contribution to charities
Your property is advertised on all 23
Real Estate boards in Ontario plus
globally listed in over 200 countries

OPEN HOUSE

SUN MARCH 15

2 - 4

OPEN HOUSE
SUN MARCH 15

2 - 4
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