'Peninsula“ —~ B’ COSENFNO--Countertops
Floorln ) ! [ e Available Theough Peninsula Flogring

Lakereport.ca / Niagaranow.com
Hyper-local news for Niagara-on-the-Lake %

NOTL Golf Club turns 150 | Page 6

Vol. 8, Issue 39 Canada’s most-awarded community newspaper October 2, 2025

Celebrating Indigenous heritage

I Tth annual powwow returns to NOTL Native Centre after five-year absence

Hummel
to restore
historic home

in St. Davids

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The derelict David Secord
House in St. Davids may be
getting a second chance at
life, courtesy of a plan put
forth by developer Rainer
Hummel that would cost
more than $1 million.

However, to make it hap- ' 3 P e ey b ' N w “;“’ 3
pen, he’s asking Niagara-on-
the-Lake’s council to back The Niagara Regional Native Centre's annual powwow was back at its grounds on Airport Road this past Saturday, Sept. 27, for a day of
the project so the Niagara dance, arts, good spirits and togetherness, shared by thousands. For event organizer Sabrina Shawana, who stepped in at the last minute to
Peninsula Conservation make sure this year's powwow came to fruition, it felt like “a revival for this community.” DAVE VAN DE LAAR
Authority will grant him an
exception to one of its rules. Andrew Hawlitzky | The Lake Report

The developer behind
Hummel Properties Inc. t was a close call for this The 11th annual Nurturing meant to be held at Butler’s board asked community member
is looking to restore and Iyear’s Niagara Regional Our Roots Traditional Powwow,  Barracks, but was temporar- Sabrina Shawana to take over
make modifications to the Native Centre powwow — held Saturday, Sept. 27, drew ily cancelled when not enough planning.
226-year-old home, also the yearly gathering, which saw thousands to the Native Centre’s  teams signed up for a lacrosse With Butler’s Barracks no
known as the Paxton House, some organizing troubles, was grounds on Airport Road for a tournament meant to anchor the longer an option, the powwow
which is in serious disrepair, rescued at the 11th hour by com-  day of dance, arts, good spirits weekend. was moved to the Native Centre’s
inside and out. munity members who stepped in  and togetherness. On Sept. 22, five days before

to save the treasured event. The powwow was originally the powwow, the Native Centre Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 5

Ford’s speed camera cut could cost taxpayers up to $140K yearly

Paige Seburn the Town of Niagara-on- eras in 2024 and expected km/h last month, “not used “there are no delayed or budget review, but if all else
Local Journalism Initiative the-Lake is set to lose more  to earn a similar amount to pad anybody’s budget.” cancelled projects.” remains the same, this item
The Lake Report than $100,000 in revenue this year. That money was “Property taxes will con- Replacing the lost revenue  has the impact of raising

for traffic upgrades — and it  spent on upgrades, says tinue to pay for all future would add about $140,000 the levy by that amount,”

With Premier Doug says taxpayers may have to Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa, traffic calming and safety to the tax levy for 2026, Zalepa said.

Ford moving to ban speed make up the difference. including $33,000 for new measures,” said town com- equal to a 0.8 per cent Unless, Zalepa said, “the
camera programs across The town made $134,484 speed limit signs after rural ~ munications co-ordinator increase, she said.
the province next month, from automated speed cam-  road limits went down to 70 ~ Marah Minor, which means “Depends on the full Continued on Page 3
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Join us for monthly Customer Appreciation Days:

7SIMPSON’S

Pharmacy: 905-468-2121 |

Every 3rd Wednesday of the Month
Customers 60+: Every last Thursday of the Month

Apothecary: 905-468-8400 | www.simpsonspharmacy.ca

Developer given permit after beginning work illegally

Zahraa Hmood
The Lake Report

After ignoring a stop-
work order from the Town
of Niagara-on-the-Lake on
Tuesday, developer Benny
Marotta’s company has
received a permit to con-
tinue its excavation work at
the future Parliament Oak
hotel site.

The town issued a site
alteration permit to Two Sis-
ters Resorts on Friday, three
days after it hit the devel-
oper with a stop-work order
to cease the construction
and soil removal work tak-
ing place at 325 King St.
without a permit.

This new permit, accom-
panied by a site alteration
agreement, allows the devel-
oper to excavate a specific
part of the site to work on
what will be the hotel’s
underground parking area,
according to the town’s
requirements.

The town did not provide
copies of the site alteration
permit and site alteration
agreement, which would
show what requirements the
developer has to follow with
this new permit.

The town says a permit
application was submitted

The developer behind the future Parliament Oak hotel
began excavation and soil removal work last week and
continued the rest of the week, after the town hit it with
a stop-work order on Tuesday. Now, the developer has
permission to continue excavating as crews work on the
hotel’s underground parking lot. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

on Sept. 12, which town
staff reviewed.

For the past couple of
weeks, however, there were
concerns about activity
starting at the site, but staff
found no violations, chief
administrator Nick Ruller
told The Lake Report last
week.

It wasn’t until the town
saw construction work
happening at the site early
last week that it came in
with a stop-work order and

a $500-a-day fine for the
developer.

Alongside a review of
the permit application,
the town’s peer reviewer
Terra-Dynamics Ltd. took a
look at the hydro-geological
study for the site, an assess-
ment of the area’s subsur-
face geology and groundwa-
ter conditions.

The town says the peer re-
viewer examined this study
and confirmed the excava-
tion area the developer pro-

posed is “acceptable,” said

Lauren Kruitbosch, associ-
ate director for the office of
the CAOQ, in an email.

Kruitbosch said staff will
be monitoring the site and
will make sure develop-
ment activities “proceed in
a manner that respects the
town’s regulations and the
community’s concerns.”

Marah Minor, the town’s
communications co-ordina-
tor, said if further violations
take place, the town can is-
sue another stop-work order
and more fines.

Lyle Hall, who lives one
block away from the King
Street project, has some
doubts about this.

He says he’s not sure why
the town would want to
make an agreement with
someone who’s not follow-
ing the municipality’s rules.

“How do you ‘work
closely’ with a developer
thumbing his nose at your
bylaws?” he said in an
email.

As to how the town
handled this situation, Hall
said that it appears the town
is approving the developer’s
actions after they have been
taken.

“I can’t think of another
project, of this magnitude

and with this level of public
scrutiny, where the devel-
oper has simply shown the
middle finger to the town,
without consequence.”

This stop-work order is
the latest chapter in a saga of
controversy surrounding the
Parliament Oak hotel project.

Alongside anxieties about
the influx of tourists and
that the new hotel will drive
down surrounding property
values, individual NOTLers
and resident groups are con-
cerned about the impact on
the town’s infrastructure.

Some say the project,
which includes plans for
a two-floor underground
parking lot, could cause
flooding of the nearby One
Mile Creek.

They’ve criticized the
reports prepared by the
engineering firm RV. An-
derson, stating they contain
errors and omissions as to
the current state of local
stormwater infrastructure
and the demand the hotel
will create on this system.

Richard Connelly, a
retired civil engineer, is one
of those vocal critics — he
said he was “absolutely hor-
rified” to hear that the town
granted the developer a site
alteration permit.

“If it was me, I wouldn’t
have ever let them do
anything at the site until the
reports were satisfactorily
completed,” he said.

A Sept. 22 letter sent
to the town from attor-
ney Bryce W. B. Murray,
representing the Friends
of One Mile Creek, the
Niagara Foundation and the
NOTL Residents Associa-
tion, warns that the situation
at the Parliament Oak site
could be a liability for the
town.

“The prospect of flood-
ing on both a regular and
catastrophic level is real,”
the letter says.

“The costs involved to
clean up and remediate such
occurrences, should they oc-
cur, will be significant.”

At this juncture, Hall
says the focus needs to be
on making sure this project
doesn’t put a heavy burden
on the town’s utilities, One
Mile Creek and neighbour-
ing homes.

“We’ve already lost the
argument on parking, traf-
fic, scale, visual and noise
impacts,” he said.

“Let’s be open and honest
about what’s happening at
Parliament Oak.”

zahraa@niagaranow.com
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Christopher Bowron & Nicole Vanderperk
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$619,000
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12 STONERIDGE CRESCENT
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Tree planted for Joanne Young ||

\,.ﬂ—q

Friends of Joanne Young gathered Wednesday at Sykes Landscaplng for a tree- plantlng ceremony in her memory.

g |

Members of the NOTL Horticultural Society and loved ones shared stories, wrote messages to attach to the tree
and helped plant a honey locust, chosen for its resilience. Young's mother and sister attended, with her mother
watering the tree to close the tribute. Young's mother, Berna Young, and her sister Yvonne Yarker attended, with
her mother watering the tree to close the tribute and Jeff Sykes tamping down the earth. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Taxpayers will cover loss of speed cam revenue
unless province steps in to help, says mayor

Continued from Front Page

province steps up and pro-
vides something.”

Council plans on decid-
ing how to handle the gap
during 2026 budget talks
— “a council decision and
(a) community decision as
to what the priorities are,”
Zalepa said.

Ford announced the ban
at a press conference on
Thursday, Sept. 25, calling
the devices “nothing more
than a cash grab” and say-
ing he’ll provide municipali-
ties with funding for speed
bumps, flashing signs and
other road-safety measures
he says are more effective.

Niagara Region says it
acknowledges Ford’s an-
nouncement, but its cameras
will keep running until the
law takes effect and re-
gional council decides what
to do next.

This year, the camera on
Niagara Stone Road in front
of Crossroads Public School
was the target of multiple
acts of vandalism, with
unknown individuals chop-
ping down the camera six
separate times this summer
during its tenure.

When drivers are caught
speeding by a photo radar
camera, they’re ordered to
pay their ticket through the
provincial courts.

That money first covers
the cost of running the au-
tomated speed enforcement

In a press conference on
Thursday announcing the
ban, Ford said cities and
towns in Ontario should
use speed bumps, flashing
signs and other tools to
slow down drivers. FILE

program. Whatever is left is
split between Niagara Re-
gion and local municipali-
ties in Niagara, with NOTL
getting a share.

The funds flow through
Niagara’s Vision Zero
program and can only be
used for safety projects such
as lowering speed limits,
adding signage and other
traffic-calming measures.

Ford’s ban ends that
funding, meaning property
taxes will now cover costs
“to maintain what Vision
Zero could have afforded,”
Minor said.

Zalepa said municipalities
have a couple options: “You
stop doing something else,
or you have to raise a levy.”

“That’s the impact that
comes out of this kind of
decision,” he said.

The region, he said,
wouldn’t be much help in

offsetting the financial gap:
“The province is dictating
what’s going to happen.”

The region said having
speed cameras on-site “has
shown positive results,”
slowing down drivers and
improving their behaviour.

When a speed camera
was installed at Niagara
Stone Road in early 2024,
the region reported average
speeds dropped to 46 km/h
after the camera was active,
down from 57 km/h before
automated enforcement. It
rose again to 53 km/h after
enforcement ended.

The region’s sentiment
is echoed by the Ontario
Association of Chiefs of
Police, which released a
statement on Sept. 18, stat-
ing that automated speed
enforcement tools have been
proven to “reduce speeding,
change driver behaviour and
make our roads safer for
everyone.”

“Ontario’s police leaders
view (automated speed en-
forcement) not as a revenue
tool, but as a traffic safety
tool,” its statement read.

Scott Fraser, Niagara’s as-
sociate director of transpor-
tation planning, said speed
cameras remain part of the
Vision Zero initiative, which
aims to reduce and eventu-
ally eliminate traffic deaths
and injuries on regional
roads.

Arguing “don’t speed and
you don’t pay for it” and

noting speeds have dropped
significantly in areas with
cameras, Zalepa rejected the
premier’s claim they are a
“cash grab.”

“It’s too bad that I think
there’s a little bit of rhetoric
in this one,” he said.

“Proof is in the reports.
Proof is in the funding.
Proof is in the audit finan-
cial statements.”

While Ford said the prov-
ince will distribute funds
for municipalities to install
other road-safety measures,
Minor and Zalepa con-
firmed no details have been
shared with NOTL.

“It’s encouraging to see,

I guess, the premier admit,
or acknowledge, that there
would be some impacts,
which there are,” Zalepa
said.

The Lake Report is still
awaiting answers on the
status of the NOTL enforce-
ment site — including the
new CCTV camera and
repairing the damaged
pole — as well as program
costs to date and any unre-
coverable expenses.

Also unknown is what
this means for the region’s
contract with the vendor,
including any penalties
or termination terms, and
whether Niagara will pursue
the province’s proposed
traffic-calming fund —
details also not provided by
deadline.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com
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Join us for Brunch at Riverbend Inn

Dig Into Chef Jason Parsons’ fresh take on Niagara French Bistro Cuisine
Offered Friday to Sunday 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. | Riverbendinn.ca
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Flag raised for Truth and Reconciliation
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Cara-anne Farrow-lawrence, centre, and fellow Strong Water Singer Sandi Mansfield stand with MP Tony Baldinelli

at Niagara-on-the-Lake’s Truth and Reconciliation ceremony. PAIGE SEBURN

Powwow returns to NOTL after five years

Continued from Front Page

grounds, the first time the
event was held there since
before the pandemic. The
powwow had previously
been hosted at the Meridian
Centre in St. Catharines.

For Shawana, it ended up
feeling like a rebirth for the
annual event.

“Taking it back to the
grounds of the Niagara
Native Centre, feels like a
revival for this community,”
said Shawana.

“I was really hoping to
give the community this op-
portunity to just be human
again and have an experi-
ence ... almost like a hard
factory reset.”

Vendors lined the grounds
selling jewelry, carvings, art
and food, while Meridian
Credit Union provided free
ice cream until supplies ran
out.

Ray Thunderchild emceed
the event, guided and the
dance circle where people
of all ages were invited
and compete for prizes,
including gift cards to local
restaurants.

Shawana’s motivation to
keep the powwow alive goes
back to personal experience.

“I restarted this powwow
for the community back in
2014 because in 1999, when
my grandfather passed, this
community really rallied
behind my family to support
us in our deepest time of
grief,” she said.

“That moment showed me
so much love that I've been
doing these radical acts of
reciprocity ever since, try-
ing to give that kind of love
back to others.”

An elder from the Strong

Top: Colourful regalia fills the dance circle at the Niagara
Regional Native Centre. Bottom: Drumming and chanting
circle perform during the Nurturing Our Roots Traditional
Powwow. ANDREW HAWLITZKY

66 Events like this let us walk in unity
together in a way that’s real, not just

words.”

Water Singers, identifying
herself as Okie the Two-
Spirit Elder, described the
powwow as both a celebra-

tion and a form of medicine.

She said gatherings like
this help people, including
herself, heal from trauma
while reminding them of
their responsibilities to one

SABRINA SHAWANA
POWWOW PLANNER

another.

“I almost want to cry
because I’'m so happy to
see this. This is what we’re
supposed to be doing,” said
Okie.

She also spoke about
inclusion, noting that two-
spirit people held important
roles in traditional leader-

ship before colonization and
that queer spaces in Canada
should recognize them as
forebears.

“I hope to see our two-
spirit people at the round
tables with the board
members, where the deci-
sions are being made, for
the good of all and for the
generations to come.”

For vendors, the event
was not only about sales
but about being in a space
where culture and commu-
nity are respected.

Teyo Hill, a soapstone
carver from Six Nations,
said taking part in the pow-
WOW was a very positive
experience.

She described the gather-
ing as welcoming and well
organized, with a strong
sense of community, and
said what she hoped people
would take away from the
day was simple.

“Peace is the answer,”
said Hill.

Held the weekend before
the National Day for Truth
and Reconciliation, Shawa-
na said reconciliation is not
a simple or easy process, but
gatherings like this move
people forward together.

“Events like this let us
walk in unity together in
a way that’s real, not just
words. Reconciliation isn’t
just a casual stroll,” said
Shawana.

The Native Centre has not
announced when the next
large-scale gathering will
take place, but Shawana
said she hopes this year’s
powwow showed the com-
munity’s readiness to keep
building spaces of healing
and cultural pride.

andrew@niagaranow.com
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NOTL votes to keep its pedal pubs dry

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Pedal Pub patrons in
Niagara-on-the-Lake won’t
be sipping drinks while
pedalling anytime soon,
after town council voted
to maintain its current
alcohol-free rules.

The decision was made
during its last general com-
mittee of the whole meeting,
following the introduction
of a provincial law on July
1 that allows pedal pub
cyclists to consume alcohol
on board — provided the
operator applies for and
receives a liquor licence.

Niagara Region, which
issues liquor licences, ap-
proached the town to ask
whether it would permit
alcohol consumption on
pedal pubs.

NOTL's pedal pub won't be serving booze. FILE

Niagara-on-the-Lake is
the only town in the region
with an operating pedal
pub: Pedal Pub NOTL on
Mary Street.

This branch of the Pedal
Pub company opened in
2019 and has been rolling
ever since, taking groups
of up to 15 people to bars
and breweries in town, on a
pedal-powered quadricycle.

Granting a licence would
have required an amend-
ment to the town’s licensing

bylaw. Town staff presented
two options: keep the bylaw
as-is — which is what it rec-
ommended — or change it
to allow licensed pedal pubs.

Council voted in favour of
the staff recommendation,

a decision it confirmed dur-
ing its regular meeting last
Tuesday.

Pedal Pub NOTL'’s
general manager, Marlo
Saganski, said the company
has “no comment” on the
town’s current stance.

“We believe it is impor-
tant to take the time to fully
understand the matter and
to consult directly with the
town council,” she said via
email.

“We welcome the oppor-
tunity for further discus-
sion and look forward to
working together to ensure
that all perspectives are
carefully considered before
moving forward.”

A pedal pub is an open-air,
bar-style vehicle with four
wheels and barstool seat-
ing. Patrons power it using
bicycle pedals at their feet.

Before July 1 this year,
provincial laws around
alcohol in vehicles prohib-
ited pedallists from being
able to drink while on board
the Pedal Pub, as well as
operators from selling and
serving alcohol on board.

daniel@niagaranow.com

Hummel seeks town’s help in $1.4M restoration

Continued from Front Page

Hummel presented to
council during its last
committee of the whole
meeting, joined by heritage
consultant and structural en-
gineer Mark Schultz. They
explained the scope of his
plan and asked the town to
advocate for the project to
the conservation authority.

The house, located at 46
Paxton St. in St. Davids, sits
on top of a slope next to a
nearby ravine. The conser-
vation authority has policies
to prevent buildings from
sliding into nearby ravines
— in this case, it means the
house can’t have a setback
within 7.5 metres to the top
of the slope.

However, Hummel says
to rebuild the David Secord
House according to his
plans, the setback would
need to be within that limit.

He argued the home’s
heritage value outweighs the
risk and said support from
the town would strengthen
the company’s case with the
authority.

“If we, as the bad, bad,
greedy development
company go to the Niagara
Peninsula Conservation
Authority and say, “We need
relief from the top of bank,
that’s going to be a lot more
complicated than if the
Town of NOTL does it,” he
said.

“We can make sure that it
doesn’t fall.”

The project would cost
$1.2 million to $1.4 million
to complete, Hummel told
The Lake Report.

The rebuilt house would
stay in the same footprint
it has now, as the building

The 266-year-old David Secord House is in a state of

disrepair. But developer Rainer Hummel hopes to save it.

would crumble if moved,
he said.

He is, however, proposing
some changes: adding three
bedrooms and a garage.

These new additions,
Hummel says, are so the
heritage property can serve
a “proper adaptive reuse”
— in this case, as a house.
He told The Lake Report
the house will not be sold.

He also plans to rebuild
the structure without its
second floor to restore
its original one-storey
design, lower the roofline
and reinstate the original
chimneys.

He said the 7.5-metre set-
back line cuts through the
existing house and would
run through the additions to
the property.

Jennifer McQuillan, mar-
keting and communications
specialist for the Niagara
Peninsula Conservation
Authority, said this 7.5-me-
tre setback rule does exist.
However, it is negotiable

depending on the circum-
stances.

“Specifically, our policies
allow for the possibility
of reducing this 7.5-metre
setback within settle-
ment areas, provided that
a favourable geotechnical
report supports the reduc-
tion,” she said.

For the David Secord
House, she said, because
it’s located within a settle-
ment area, the village of St.
Davids, “the setback can
be reduced if the necessary
geotechnical studies indi-
cate that it is safe to do so.”

She added that for proper-
ties outside of a settlement
area, the 7.5-metre setback
is mandatory, with no re-
ductions allowed.

The project needs to move
“very, very quickly” to
prevent irreparable damage
to the house, Hummel told
council on Sept. 16.

“We have made an ar-
rangement with the owners
of the property to purchase

the Secord house on its own
lot and with that restore the
house,” he said.

The rebuild team has
started cleanup on the site
so it can plan its work. They
plan to renovate the house
in phases.

“Critically, the thing
right now is to get a roof on
it,” Hummel said, telling
council they hope to have
the new roof installed by
Christmas.

The proposal received
broad support from coun-
cillors, who focused their
questions on the process and
logistics.

Coun. Gary Burroughs
thanked Hummel and
Schultz, saying he was
“thrilled that you’re taking
iton.”

Coun. Erwin Wiens asked
how construction vehicles
would access the site via
Paxton Lane. Hummel said
they hadn’t finalized that
plan but suggested a tempo-
rary driveway might be an
option.

Coun. Sandra O’Connor
was the only one to oppose
the request to go to the con-
servation authority. She told
The Lake Report she didn’t
want council to tell the au-
thority to “bend their rules.”

Hummel emphasized the
long-term vision for the
project.

“This is a project to
restore the house for 200
years, not 20,” Hummel
said.

The NOTL Museum says
the house was built in 1799.
David Secord was a military
officer, merchant and politi-
cian in Upper Canada who
died in 1844.

daniel@niagaranow.com

Royal Irish Tours

Your local travel professional Silvia Fuchs
invites you to a FREE presentation with
Royal Irish Tours, a first class coach tour
company exploring Ireland, Scotland,
England & Wales.

Space is limited. Reserve your spot today!
Date: Saturday, Oct. 18, 2025

Time: 2 p.m.

Venue: NOTL Community Centre

Tour Company: Royal Irish Tours

RSVP Date: Oct. 15, 2024

Reply to Silvia Fuchs at 905-321-5892
OR sfuchs@thetravelagentnextdoor.com

Silvia Fuchs

Travel Agent
Next Door

AWORLD OF ADVENTURE

1003-55 Yark St. Toronto, Ontario M5J 1R7
(416) 367-8264 Ext2547 (905)321-5892
TICO#50021282

Collaborative
Family Law

Wills & POAs
Estate Law

., MM LALANDE LAW

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

WILLS & ESTATES SEMINAR - Oct. 29, 6:00-6:45pm
Call or email to register!

TOPIC: “Will Plunning 101" (back by popular demand!)

. (289) 868-9687 @ mmllaw.ca BKX mml@mmllaw.ca
Offering free 15-minute consults!

NIAGARA FALLS/NOTL OFFICE:  tony.baldinelli@parl.gc.ca
905-353-9590

FORT ERIE OFFICE:
905-871-9991

tonyhaldinellimp.ca

TONY BALDINELLI

HANDYMAN HANS CAN

facehook.com/tonybaldinellimp

Junk, furniture, bush, snow, hornet, pest removal, home
installations (grab bars, railings, toilets, vents, lights, TVs),
wall mounting, furniture assembly, painting, household
cleaning and repairs (eavestroughs, windows, taps),
organizing, hoarding help, power washing
(house/driveway/polymeric sand, patio, sealants,
brick-levelling), yardwork, weeding, tree/bush
trimming/cutting, car, truck, boat detailing, polishing,
battery boosting, moving services, house checks.

905-246-1843

B TR R I S .
Now Serving Takeout!
Bring this ad for 10% off in Takeout orders only during
October

b3 905468 2486 | 1502 Niagara Stone Rd 3

fil : i AL

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com
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Left: More than 150 people gathered on the first tee Friday afternoon to raise a glass to the oldest golf course in North America, as the NOTL Golf Club celebrated its 150th
anniversary. Right: Piper Kelly Buckley was on hand as players prepared to begin their round. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

NOTL Golf Club celebrates 150 years

Members mark historic birthday
for North America’s oldest course

Staff
The Lake Report

The Niagara-on-the-Lake
Golf Club turned back the
clock more than a cen-
tury on Friday as North
America’s oldest golf course
celebrated its 150th year.

The sun shone brightly
as golfers dressed in period
attire, breaking out long
skirts, fashionable headgear,
tartan regalia and other his-
toric themes to help turn the
day into a memorable and
remarkable anniversary.

The club, founded in
1875 on the same spot as it
currently exists, has been
marking its 150th birthday
all season.

But as numerous members
remarked, Friday’s celebra-
tion was “the best event
they’ve ever done. It was so
much fun and so well done.

In all, 180 golfers signed
up for two separate nine-
hole outings, split between
a morning and an afternoon
session. Each round was
kicked off with the skirl of
the bagpipes courtesy of
Kelly Buckley of St. Catha-
rines.

The golfers played mainly
in groups of four or five in
a scramble format, but the
committee that organized
the day added a few twists.

Ambassadors from the
Golf Historical Society of
Canada were on hand with
prized selections of “hick-
ory sticks” and replicas of
“gutty” golf balls, the type
of rudimentary equipment
used in the late 1800s.

Few of the golfers had
ever swung such museum

>

pieces but on this day they
had to use them on several
holes.

Gutty balls were made
from the dried sap of the
sapodilla tree and formed
into ball shapes when they
were heated up.

They didn’t fly very far
and, as players learned in
using the wooden-shafted
hickory clubs, the game of
golf has come a long way in
the past century.

In another nod to history,
NOTL Museum representa-
tive David Servos, a descen-
dant of Niagara’s Launcelot
Cressy Servos, a golf pro,
instructor, course designer,
author and playwright,
mingled with the crowd and
talked up the town’s and the
club’s past.

It was all in fun and was
seen by participants as a
perfect way to recognize the
club’s 150th.

But the golf competi-
tion was secondary to the
effort to embrace the past,
as members went the extra
distance and dug into their
closets to find items that cel-
ebrated the game’s bygone
era. Long skirts, plus-fours
and oversized headgear
were de rigueur.

At an outdoor recep-
tion afterward, the historic
club, the players and those
dressed to the nines also
were celebrated.

Clad in his family’s bold
red tartan, The Lake Re-
port’s Kevin MacLean and
his wife May Chang were
singled out with prizes —
along with kilt-clad Linda
Anderson-Kozik — for their
throwback attire.

But dozens of others,
including Gail and Norm
Kerr, whose 1870s-era golf
ensembles were the perfect
fit for the occasion, em-
braced the historic theme
and were decked out for the
day.

On the course, there were
some winners, too.

In the morning session,
the foursome of Jim and
Janice McMacken, Peter
Chilibeck and Dave An-
thony carded a 1-over 37.

In the afternoon, in
warmer temperatures,
Patrick Craig, Charles God-
dard, and Brian and Marion
Maclntyre teamed up to
shoot a stellar 1-under 35.

There were some sharp-
shooters on the day as well.
On the third hole with spe-
cial flags at 150-yard inter-
vals, Stephen Warboys and
Todd Watson were closest
to the pin in the morning,
while Steve Millward nailed
the prize for both pins in the
afternoon.

And on the second hole,
where groups had to putt
from 150 inches away no
matter where they landed on
the green, Bruce Cochrane
was the morning prize win-
ner and Marion MacIntyre
won the afternoon session.

As the day wrapped up
with a mass photo on the
first tee with, appropriately,
more than 150 people rais-
ing a toast, several con-
versations focused on the
idea of the club making the
throwback celebration an
annual event.

No promises but club co-
owner Eva Kessel said it is
under consideration.

Clockwise from top left: The Lake Report’s duo of May Chang and Kevin MacLean,
wore his family tartan for the NOTL Golf Club’s 150th anniversary celebration, Norm
and Gail Kerr were picture-perfect in their 1800s-era golf attire, The NOTL Museum'’s
David Servos was on hand to talk about the history of the town and the club. He's
shown with Gail Kerr’s award-winning painting commemorating the 150th. Prints of
the work are available for purchase, Dressed head-to-toe in gear reminiscent of the
1800s, NOTL's Barb Hastings prepares to tee off on the first hole Friday morning,
Pictured with her husband John, Linda Anderson-Kozik wore the Anderson tartan and
her ensemble won a best costume prize. DAVE VAN DE LAAR/SUPPLIED PHOTOS
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What: Notice of Application and Hybrid Public Hearing for the Committee of Adjustment
(under Section 45 of the Planning Act, R.S.0. 1990, as amended).

When: Thursday, October 16, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.

Where: Hybrid meeting in-person at Town Hall, Council Chambers, 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil

or electronically via the directions below (Microsoft Teams).

Regarding: Minor Variance Application A-22/25 - 130 Front Street

What is the proposal?

The subject lands are known municipally as 130 Front
Street, located on the south side of Front Street, east of
Gate Street in Old Town, Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Minor Variance Application A-22/25 is made to facilitate
the construction of a detached accessory structure to
accommodate a garage and a second storey Additional
Dwelling Unit and requests relief as follows:

Subject Lands
.

1. Maximum height of an accessory structure from 6.0
meters, as required in the Zoning By-law, to 6.4 meters.

Dialogue is encouraged:

Written or video comments on the application may be
forwarded to Natalie Thomson, Secretary-Treasurer
Committee of Adjustment prior to Wednesday, '?G&;&
October 15, 2025, at 12:00 p.m. at 1593 Four Mile > “%

Creek Road, P.O. Box 100, Virgil, ON, L0S 1T0, or via Sy
email at natalie.thomson@notl.com. A
If you wish to participate and make an oral
presentation at the Hybrid Public Hearing of the
Committee, you must register with the Secretary-
Treasurer Committee of Adjustment at the contact
information provided. Following registration, you
will be provided with the option to attend in-person

or instructions to connect to the Electronic Public
Hearing.

At this time, written comments are encouraged. All
submitted comments become part of a public record
and will be circulated to the Committee of Adjustment, ;
Town staff, the owner/agent for the application and
the Ontario Land Tribunal if the application decision is 2ol o g G20 o0
appealed.

28.26

For more information:

A5 P, P2)

For more information regarding this matter, please
contact Natalie Thomson, Secretary Treasurer
Committee of Adjustment, at 905-468-3266 ext. 312 or
via email at natalie.thomson@notl.com.

237 /]

B1.AGMEAS (61

P1, P4 & MEAS

Additional information and material regarding the

application(s) may be obtained via the Town'’s web-
site at https://www.notl.com/business-development/ Fe il
planning services/committee-adjustment.

M3405°00°E

-
m

Ly = PROPOSED

A ?—“TU?ET

s GARAGE/ADU

If you wish to be notified of the decision of the ~iate, @ o
Committee of Adjustment in respect of the proposed R . -
application, you must make a written request to the
Secretary-Treasurer Committee of Adjustment, 1593

Four Mile Creek Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake, P.O. Box SENTIAL)
100, Virgil, ON, LOS 1T0, or email at natalie.thomson@

notl.com.

6.7

4 &k MEAS

324001, P

Please note neighbours and other interested parties
not defined by the Planning Act are no longer eligible
to file appeals for this application as per Bill 23, More
Homes Built Faster Act, 2022.

Planning Act appeals may be filed by the applicant, the
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, a “specified
person” (as defined by Planning Act 1(1)), and any
“public body” (as defined by Planning Act 1(1)).

October 2, 2025

P, P2)

4
WEAS

NIVATIOE
W3415 A0 E WEAS
N341Z2°40°E

(N3341'00°E P1, P4)

|
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Wineries in NOTL are among several commercial operators that host special events in

town under the town’s special events policy, which a new report says is “overly broad,”
leaving staff, organizers and the public “confused and frustrated.” PAIGE SEBURN

Consultant’s report calls for new
special events bylaw in NOTL

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Inconsistent, confusing
and without enforcement:
those are the findings of
a new report prepared
on behalf of the Town of
Niagara-on-the-Lake, which
takes a close look at the mu-
nicipality’s rules for special
events, such as those held by
businesses across town.

This report is the first
step in a process to create a
dedicated bylaw to govern
special events.

Prepared by consult-
ing firm StrategyCorp,
the “current state report”
recommends the town cre-
ate a dedicated bylaw, set
clearer event categories and
introduce a licensing system
for frequent commercial op-
erators — which, in NOTL,
includes several wineries.

“The town’s special events
policy is overly broad and
invites significant ambigu-
ity, leaving staff, organizers
and the public confused and
frustrated with perceived
inconsistency of how events
are managed,” the report
states.

Only in parks are special
events enforceable, through
the town’s parks bylaw.
“The lack of a special
events bylaw is a gap,” it
adds.

That’s what this review
will lead to, said Lucie
Palka, the town’s project
manager of strategy and
digital services: “a dedicat-
ed special events bylaw.”

“At present, the town does
not have a specific bylaw to
enforce special events,” she
said.

The firm presented its
findings at a council Sept.
23 workshop. The results
were also posted on the

town’s website Sept. 18.

Ed Werner owns Brox
Company Limited., a grape-
growing company that has
taken legal action against
Konzelmann Estate Winery
and the town over events
and enforcement.

In an email, he said the
report “confirms what I
have been stressing to the
town for years,” and “what
has resulted in my company
suing the town.”

The six-month-long
review is still underway, ex-
amining how the town man-
ages special events and what
changes may be needed.

Council has not directed
staff to pause approving
special events, so applica-
tions are continuing under
the current process, said
Palka.

In July and August,
consultations took place
through surveys, focus
groups and interviews with
residents, organizers, com-
munity groups, tourism
partners, staff and council.
The resident survey ran for
three weeks, with the third
week added after the fact
to gather more feedback.

To prepare its analysis,
StrategyCorp stacked
results alongside town
records, staff input and
comparisons with other
municipalities. It “goes
beyond validating existing
practices,” Palka said.

It was designed to bal-
ance tourism and economic
benefits with farmland
preservation, public safety
and residents’ quality of
life, while identifying com-
mon concerns — ‘“‘ensuring
that recommendations are
grounded in the experiences
of the whole community,”
she added.

Werner said the review
recognizes residents’ con-

cerns, including those with
safety, noise, parking and
enforcement.

About eight in 10 survey
respondents said the town’s
role should include uphold-
ing the rules to ensure orga-
nizers comply with permits,
bylaws and zoning.

“This is what I have asked
of the town and have not
received,” said Werner.

The report challenges
the town to regulate im-
pacts on health, safety and
agricultural land — issues
Werner said leave residents
in rural and agricultural
areas “facing commercial
creep.”

It found 28 per cent of
respondents agreed more
events should be allowed
in town, which Werner said
shows most residents either
want fewer events or no
increase and argued support
for more likely came from
commercial operators and
their staff.

From now until Decem-
ber, the town will develop
a special events principles
document, review fee struc-
tures and event processes,
draft recommendations, and
host workshops with stake-
holders for feedback, before
finalizing an implementa-
tion roadmap.

Palka said residents can
also comment on results at
council meetings, including
as a delegate.

Werner welcomed the
town’s decision to review its
policies but urged residents
and the agricultural com-
munity to stay engaged
because, unlike commercial
operators, he said, residents
“do not have paid staff to
present our arguments.”

“We must be diligent if
we wish to have our voices
and concerns heard.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com
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What: Notice of Application and Hybrid Public Hearing for the Committee of Adjustment
(under Section 45 of the Planning Act, R.S.0. 1990, as amended).

When: Thursday, October 16, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.

Where: Hybrid meeting in-person at Town Hall, Council Chambers,

1593 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil or electronically via the directions below (Microsoft Teams).

Regarding: Minor Variance Application A-19/25
- 638 Queenston Road

What is the proposal? bject Land

The subject lands are known municipally as 638
Queenston Road, lying on the north side of Queenston :
Road, west of Concession 7 Road Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Minor Variance Application A-19/25 is made to facilitate s |
the construction of a car portico onto the existing Queenston Road

peoy / U0ISSaoU0)

—

single-family dwelling and requests relief as follows: \

1. Maximum lot coverage from 15%, as required in the
Zoning By-law, to 16% to accommodate the car portico.

Dialogue is encouraged:

Written or video comments on the application may —
. T No. r
be forwarded to Natalie Thomson, Secretary-Treasurer Al ¥ .

Committee of Adjustment prior to Wednesday, ™
October 15, 2025, at 12:00 p.m. at 1593 Four Mile |

Creek Road, P.O. Box 100, Virgil, ON, LOS 1T0, or via ;
email at natalie.thomson@notl.com.

If you wish to participate and make an oral
presentation at the Hybrid Public Hearing of the
Committee, you must register with the Secretary-
Treasurer Committee of Adjustment at the contact
information provided. Following registration, you
will be provided with the option to attend in-person
or instructions to connect to the Electronic Public
Hearing.

(L) WS L

W LEAN
(s MOCSCEN
we
Wi
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o

At this time, written comments are encouraged. All
submitted comments become part of a public record
and will be circulated to the Committee of Adjustment,
Town staff, the owner/agent for the application and

the Ontario Land Tribunal if the application decision is r 1 pLAN 30R-888%

PARI [ 22
" I' N 483589~ o2
appealed. P NSTR. No. NRE10845

ar
N

For more information:

For more information regarding this matter, please
contact Natalie Thomson, Secretary Treasurer
Committee of Adjustment, at 905-468-3266 ext. 312 or
via email at natalie.thomson@notl.com.

segLCo9r”
=t
\
|
4
4
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Additional information and material regarding the
application(s) may be obtained via the Town’s web-
site at https.//www.notl.com/business-development/
planning services/committee-adjustment.

(H3aNTY
(11)

If you wish to be notified of the decision of the
Committee of Adjustment in respect of the proposed
application, you must make a written request to the
Secretary-Treasurer Committee of Adjustment, 1593
Four Mile Creek Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake, P.O. Box
100, Virgil, ON, LOS 1T0, or email at natalie.thomson@
notl.com.

tovan ¥ idl LeERL
L

Please note neighbours and other interested parties N
not defined by the Planning Act are no longer eligible W
to file appeals for this application as per Bill 23, More
Homes Built Faster Act, 2022.

Planning Act appeals may be filed by the applicant, the L
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, a “specified |
person” (as defined by Planning Act 1(1)), and any

o) N
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“public body” (as defined by Planning Act 1(1)).
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TEXT OR CALL GREG TODAY @ 905.329.3434

- 354 JOHNSON ST.

SOLD owr

FREE HOME
EVALUATION

CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

905.329.3484

OVER $1 /M
BILLION
IN REAL RE Ax
ESTATE

SOLD

e RE/MAX
YOl CIRCLE oF
LEGENDS

woe

RE/MAX

NIAGARA

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND
OPERATED

#1 RealtOI’ in Niagara on the Lake Since 2021 *transactions and volume
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Andrew Hawlitzky

through micro-enterprise

Lions Club donates 20K pairs of shoes

oy i
4 b
o7 # ’

The Lake Report

More than 20,000 pairs of
donated shoes were hauled
out of a shipping container
in St. Davids last Satur-
day, marking the end of a
months-long community
effort that will help families
overseas build new lives.

Soles4Souls Canada and
the St. Davids Lions Club
collected the shoes from
across Niagara, filling a
40-foot container that was
emptied and reloaded into a
trailer bound for Toronto.

The shoes will be dis-
tributed to countries in the
Caribbean, Central America
and South America, keeping
them out of landfills while
providing women with in-
ventory for small businesses
that sustain families.

The collection effort be-
gan in February, with Lions
Clubs across District A2
pitching in. The Grimsby
Lions gathered about 8,500
pairs on their own, while
the Long Point Lions con-
tributed more than 2,500.

Lions Club volunteers load up the shippin

£y

g container with

shoes bound for families in need. SUSAN SNIDER

Smaller clubs across the
district added thousands
more, eventually filling the
container with 20,000 pairs
of gently used shoes.

“For me, it’s important
because this isn’t just about
shoes. It’s about dignity, and
about giving families a way
to create stability in their
lives,” said Louise Agnew,

District Governor for Lions
Clubs District A2 and
partner with Soles4Souls
Canada.

After being loaded by 15
Lions Club volunteers, the
trailer headed to Toronto to
be weighed before Soles-
4Souls Canada oversees
distribution abroad. The do-
nations will reach families

i, il

programs in countries in-
cluding Haiti, Uruguay and
Guatemala.

Susan Snider, president of
the St. Davids Lions Club,
said hosting the container
showed the strength of lo-
cal service. She described
how her club’s Quonset hut
overflowed with donations
before the 40-foot container
was provided as storage.

“At first it was over-
whelming, but the support
from our Lions in this
district is phenomenal,”
said Snider. “To see 20,000
pairs of shoes come through
here, you realize how much
people care.”

Snider added that the Li-
ons need more members to
keep efforts like this going,
particularly younger people
who can help sustain the
service work into the future.

Community members
can still drop off shoes at
23 barrel locations across
Niagara. A full list of sites
is available through the So-
les4Souls Canada website.

andrew@niagaranow.com

St. Davids Lions Club

1462 York Rd, St. Davids

1% AND 3 FRIDAYS

October 3 and October 17
4:30pm to 7:00rPm

St. Davids Lions Club

Harvest Breakfasi
Family Fm'emwé/ Bhuﬂet
& A

o October
<> _Sam to 1pm=> 2

o

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

Flax &Fire

there!

Lakeside Pottery
QueenstonPottery

FallPottery Harvest
-You'relnvited!

Celebrate Collaboration, Prizes and Refreshments

Visit all 3 pottery studios /
galleries in Niagara-on-the-
Lake for a weekend of
pottery and community.

We are excited to see you

October,4 &5
10:00-5:00 pm

Niagara-on-the-Lake

Learn more at
queenstonpottery.com/events
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HEAT & SERVE
THANKSGIVING TAKEOUT
Available Sunday October 12th
Pick up 10am-12pm
$38.00 / person
Roast Turkey
Roast Brussel Sprouts and Butternut Squash
Savoury Bread Stuffing
Buitered Whipped Potatoes

Gravy
Cranberry Sauce

From The Paniry

Turkey Gravy i/zuime $1200 1 Lire $20.00
Savoury Bread Stuffing for 3-4 s1600
Butternut Squash & Ale Soup - 1 Litre 51900
Cranberry Sauce 1/4 - 5600

Apple Crumble For 2 1400

PRE ORDERS ONLY

UNTIL THURSDAY OCTOBER 9th
or SOLD OUT

BY CALLING

905-468-4000

m/c & visa/visa debit
4

-« P

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com
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Murray slams it home for rare cagle 2

Kevin MacLean
The Lake Report

Smooth-swinging lefty
Glen Murray managed a
rare feat on the first hole
during men’s league action
at the Niagara-on-the-Lake
Golf Club last Thursday.

Playing on the par-4 first
hole, framed on the right by
Lake Ontario and book-
ended by Fort Mississauga
behind the green, Murray
lofted his second shot from
the fairway toward the pin
— and into the hole.

The rare eagle 2 hit the
pin and dropped directly
into the hole. But no one
knew it for sure.

Standing 123 yards away
with playing partners
Brodie Townley and Robert
Yamamoto, it was unclear
what happened to the ball.

They hoped it went in the
hole (happens all the time
when pros hit the pin), but
from that distance, clanging
off the metal pin, it easily
could have ricocheted over
the green or into the lake or
nearby trees.

50““‘“6 ADVEy Ty

.

BOOK YOUR TICKETS

NIAGARAPARKS.COM/FLIGHT

Glen Murray notched a rare
eagle 2 on the par-4 first
hole at NOTL Golf Club last
week. FILE PHOTO

After a solid drive, Mur-
ray said he hit a wedge and
“thought I heard a click at
the flag.” And there was no
ball on the green.

“I told Robert and Brodie

it must have gone in,” he
said, but neither believed
it until Townley walked up
and found the ball in the
cup.

“Better than a hole in
one,” quipped Murray, who
has had an ace before at
another course.

Thursday’s swing paid off
handsomely, as well. Not
only did the eagle help him
shoot a 1-over 37, good for
second low gross behind
Ricky Watson (35), it earned
Murray a $70 gross skin.

Other winners: Don
Stewart (30) and Martin
Vagners (31) were low net,
Jeff Jacques sank the lon-
gest putt on #2, Stewart had
the longest drive on #3, Paul
Loucks was closest to the
pin on #4 and Yamamoto
was closest on #9.

Jacques putt on #2 also
earned a gross skin ($70)
and a net skin ($95). Ted
Carmichael birdied #6 for a
gross skin and John Liotta
scored a net skin on #7.

The men’s league wraps
up its season Oct. 16 but
other leagues are already

finishing.

The Monday business
women held their final out-
ing this week and Tracey
Peters was top shooter with
42.

Other winners: Barb Hast-
ings (longest drive on #1),
Nancy Nichols (closest to
the 150 on #2), Cheryl Ya-
mamoto (closest to the pin
on #4), Frankie Rothschild
(sank the longest putt on #7
and Bridgette Bassie (closest
to the pin in two on #9).

And on Tuesday, the
women’s nine and 18-hole
leagues also held their joint
finale scramble and dinner.

Tee notes: As reported last
week, young NOTL golfers
finished well at the annual
Champion of Champions
tournament at Cardinal
Lakes in Welland.

Among them was 14-year-
old Natalie Simpson, who
also plays out of the Cherry
Hill Club. She was runner-
up in the junior girls divi-
sion, carding a score of 102.

Simpson has been junior
girls champ at Cherry Hill
for the past two seasons.
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION AND
ke ELECTRONIC PUBLIC HEARING

What: Notice of Application and Hybrid Public Hearing for the Committee of Adjustment
(under Section 45 of the Planning Act, R.S.0. 1990, as amended).

When: Thursday, October 16, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.

Where: Hybrid meeting in-person at Town Hall, Council Chambers, 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil

or electronically via the directions below (Microsoft Teams).

Regarding: Minor Variance Application A-20/25 - 52 Homestead Drive

What is the proposal?

The subject lands are known municipally as 52 Homestead Drive,
lying on the north side of Homestead Drive, west of Frontier Drive,
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Minor Variance Application A-20/25 is made to recognize the
location of the outdoor in-ground swimming pool structures and
equipment (pool heater and shed), and requests relief as follows:

1. Minimum side yard setback from 1.5 metres, as required in the
Zoning By-law, to 1.32 metres for the existing outdoor in-ground
swimming pool equipment (pool heater); 2. Minimum rear yard
setback from 1.5 metres, as required in the Zoning By-law, to

1.09 metres for the existing outdoor in-ground swimming pool
equipment (pool heater); and 3. Minimum side yard setback from
1.5 metres, as required in the Zoning By-law, to 0.48 metres for the
existing outdoor in-ground swimming pool structure (pool shed).

Dialogue is encouraged:

Written or video comments on the application may be
forwarded to Natalie Thomson, Secretary-Treasurer Committee
of Adjustment prior to Wednesday, October 15, 2025, at
12:00 p.m. at 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, P.O. Box 100, Virgil,
ON, LOS 1T0, or via email at natalie.thomson@notl.com.

If you wish to participate and make an oral presentation at the
Hybrid Public Hearing of the Committee, you must register
with the Secretary-Treasurer Committee of Adjustment at

the contact information provided. Following registration,

you will be provided with the option to attend in-person or
instructions to connect to the Electronic Public Hearing.

At this time, written comments are encouraged. All submitted
comments become part of a public record and will be
circulated to the Committee of Adjustment, Town staff, the
owner/agent for the application and the Ontario Land Tribunal
if the application decision is appealed.

For more information:

For more information regarding this matter, please contact
Natalie Thomson, Secretary Treasurer Committee of
Adjustment, at 905-468-3266 ext. 312 or via email at natalie.
thomson@notl.com.

Additional information and material regarding the
application(s) may be obtained via the Town’s web-site at
https://www.notl.com/business-development/planning
services/committee-adjustment.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Committee
of Adjustment in respect of the proposed application, you
must make a written request to the Secretary-Treasurer
Committee of Adjustment, 1593 Four Mile Creek Road,
Niagara-on-the-Lake, P.O. Box 100, Virgil, ON, LOS 1TO, or
email at natalie.thomson@notl.com.

Please note neighbours and other interested parties not
defined by the Planning Act are no longer eligible to file
appeals for this application as per Bill 23, More Homes Built
Faster Act, 2022.

Planning Act appeals may be filed by the applicant, the
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, a “specified
person” (as defined by Planning Act 1(1)), and any “public
body” (as defined by Planning Act 1(1)).

October 2, 2025
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Kagle comes
for lunch

Over at Niagara Shores Park on
Tuesday morning, Sept. 30, a bald
eagle feasts on carp.

DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Opinion

T'he battles we're losing

THE TURNER REPORT

Garth Turner
Columnist

It’s a swell town. We live
on the right side of the river.
Every chat I have with an
American tourist reinforces
that.

We elected a central
banker. They elected a
reality TV guy. What could
possibly go wrong?

Alas, it ain’t perfect in
NOTL. Let me count the
ways. Six of them, anyway.

Perhaps you’ve noticed
the rape of Roslyn. This
past week workers finished
pushing through a driveway
onto Queen Street brushing
the front steps of the 1822
iconic, landmark Roslyn
Cottage.

Gone is the distinctive
gate and fence, the trees,
bushes, shrubs and bricks.
Soon a two-storey garage
will squeeze onto the scant
land left after the historic
property was ripped in half.

Behind the house, where
a vineyard, pond, mature
shade trees and stone walk-
ways graced and framed
Roslyn’s grandeur, there’s
now dirt. Flat, denuded,
ready-to-build-on dirt. The
severed home recently sold
for well over $2 million.
The dirt is listed for $1.7
million.

How did this happen to

The historic Roslyn cottage lost its greenery and property,

replaced by gravel and, soon, a garage. GARTH TURNER

an historic property? On
heritage grounds the town
denied the brutal severance
and garage/driveway plan.

The owner/developer
(Rainer Hummel) took it to
the Ontario Land Tribunal.
Council chose surrender
over spending money to
defend history. Roslyn was
ravished.

Then there’s Garrison
Village’s Terminal 4 and
The Wall. Regular addicts
will recall this was the stuff
of last week’s rant.

The new, hulking, arched
Clayfield Hotel with its
sunglassy windows, airport
vibe and 42 attached, three-
storey vacation rentals is a
far cry from what was ap-
proved for the gateway site
into Old Town.

But council was busy
doing other stuff. Staff
approved five rounds of
changes. Now people who
flock to see old, quaint,
authentic and irreplaceable
architecture are greeted by
a fine example of the Mis-
sissauga Industrial school of

design. Residents of Perez
Road, behind, live in the
shadow of a wall of hotel
rentals.

And who can forget Par-
liament Oak? Putting a ma-
jor hotel in the middle of a
residential "hood was bad
enough, but the developer
(Benny Marotta) didn’t
even secure permission to
start digging. This steamy
little paper gave you all the
dirt on that last week (the
town tried and failed to
stop the work).

Speaking of dirt, is anyone
worried about those 19th-
century, brick-lined arched
tunnels snaking beneath the
former school site, soon to
be a parkade? Apparently
not. If there was an arrow-
head down there, work on
the place would freeze.

Of course, let’s add Fat
George to the list. In a few
weeks two heritage homes
on Victoria Street will be
razed, followed by tearing
down the century-old Royal
George Theatre and the
ancient building beside it.

In the battle between money
and legacy, it’s the same old
winner.

Over the next three
years the new $80-million
theatrical complex — all
50,000 square feet of it,
soaring 60-feet high, will be
built. There’s no published
construction plan. None
has been asked for. Some
nearby retailers and cafes
will not survive. You have
no idea what we are in for.

Not far away is 27 Pride-
aux. Taxpayers just gave a
quarter million dollars to a
former owner of this modest
cottage in an admission that
members of our clowncil
screwed up. They designat-
ed the property as protected,
preventing replacement of a
garage, but the owner wasn’t
told. He sued for damages.
He won. We lost.

And, finally, we also
rained cash on Rainer’s
company. A million bucks
in public funds went to
Mr. Hummel (remember
him?), the multi-millionaire
developer who lives with his
antique car collection in a
palace on acres of land on
the main street.

Why? Because he de-
served it. The politicians
screwed up again. An illegal
bylaw was proclaimed to
curb one proposed proj-
ect and whacked him by
mistake. He sued for $3.6
million in damages and just
settled for a million.

What do these things have
in common? And how long
until the next vote?

Garth Turner is a NOTL
resident, journalist, author,
wealth manager and former
federal MP and minister.

garth@garth.ca

konzelmann

estate winery

Wine’s fizzy little cousin.

Introducing Juci! a bright and bubbly Peach Spritz that strikes the perfect
balance of juicy sweetness and refreshing fizz. Lower in alcohol but big
on flavour, Juci! is your go to from sun up to sun down. Only $3.95 / can.
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The NOTL election knives are out early

Dear editor:

It feels like the election-
eering has already started
for next fall’s municipal
election in Niagara-on-the-
Lake.

A few weeks ago, Al Bis-
back wrote a letter rightly
observing that most, if not
all, planning application de-
cisions seem to be favouring
the developers these days
(“Letter: Lack of scrutiny
in planning department ap-
provals,” Sept. 4)

the following week, Al
was attacked by deputy lord
mayor Erwin Wiens as hav-
ing been incompetent in the
previous council (“Letter:
Setting the record straight
on planning in Niagara-on-
the-Lake,” Sept. 11)

Then, in quick succession,
council approves two large
settlements which seem to
call into question the ac-
tions of the previous council
members, intimating

incompetence, if not out-
right malfeasance, neither
of which were proven in
court since the settlements
end the litigation (“Town
pays $225K settlement to
former property owner over
‘misuse of power,”” Sept.
18, “Town settles another
lawsuit, pays $1M to builder
over development freeze,”
Sept. 25)

Of course, the presumed
overspending on legal fees
caused by the actions of
previous council is blamed
for the infrastructure
deficit, which has nothing
to do with the need for ever-
increasing infrastructure
spending to accommodate
the new development in
town.

Witnessing the never-
ending line of trucks exiting
the Parliament Oak site, I
wonder what road repairs
will be necessary in the next
year?

It seems to me in the last
election cycle, the knives
didn’t come out until later
in the year or early 2022
when the rumours started
circulating about the
mayor’s husband and the
mayor unethically circum-
venting the rights of their
neighbour who was going
to sue the town and them
(“Secret recording claims
Disero knew about hus-
band’s complaint,” Oct. 20,
2022).

Funny how that seemed
to disappear from the news
after she lost the election.

We also learn today that
the town had received an
application for a permit to
truck soil away from the
Parliament Oak site early
in September, which was
still in process when the
developer began excavat-
ing and trucking soil away
at the beginning of last
week, with no permit and

continued in defiance of a
stop-work order (“Develop-
er ignores stop-work order,
Sept. 25).

Interestingly, I know of
several enquiries made
last week that weren’t even
informed of the existence of
the application until after it
was posthumously issued on
Friday afternoon.

One would have thought
the town would have simply
stopped processing the
permit application and
demanded the illegal activ-
ity stop before resuming
consideration of a permit,
instead of issuing it four
days after the infraction
began.

I hope at least the $2,000
was collected in fines for
the four days of illegal
trucking.

It will be an interest-
ing year!

Bob Bader
NOTL

il

Conlflicts grow like weeds between the vines

BOTTOM LINE

Steve McGuinness
Columnist

Grapes are big business
in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
Many farmers and winer-
ies grow them. Many town
residents and temporary
foreign workers hold jobs
in agricultural and agri-
tourism.

Our vineyards are con-
sidered tranquil oases. But
the relationship between
winery owners and farmers
is not always symbiotic and
cordial.

Outdoor event hosting is
the flashpoint in an ongo-
ing dispute between a local
winery and its farm neigh-
bour. The hostilities broke
out into the open at a Sept.
9 planning meeting in the
town’s council chambers.

The meeting heard an
application by Konzelmann
Estate Winery to amend a
zoning bylaw, seeking to

host up to 30 special events
annually at the north end of
its property, near a gazebo
on Lake Ontario. Brox
Company, or Brox Farms, a
neighbouring grape grower,
opposed the application.

Some elected councillors
have ties to the farming and
winery industries. Coun.
Andrew Niven, employed
in a senior role at Konzel-
mann, declared an occupa-
tional conflict. Coun. Erwin
Wiens, a former wine king,
owns a family vineyard and
Coun. Maria Mavridis’s
family operate a wine bar
on Queen Street.

The subject lands are
identified as a “specialty
crop area” (Niagara Penin-
sula tender fruit and grape
area) within the “protected
countryside” under the
Greenbelt plan. Under
NOTLs official plan, the
area is designated “con-
servation / agricultural-
specialty crop area.” Rules
permit wineries to conduct
limited commercial activity
as a secondary use within
self-contained areas, iso-
lated from existing farms.

Although winery co-own-
er Jim Reschke suggested
upcoming events would
be small-scale, quiet and
held in daylight, the Brox
presenters, led by owner

Edward Werner, brought
photographs and videos
depicting prior disruptive
events.

They showed pictures
and footage of night
lighting, amplified sound,
food trucks and club cars
shuttling guests, plus farm
market tents and picnic
tables set up in the park-
ing lot. Brox’s lawyer,
Tom Richardson, ampli-
fied these concerns, citing
many unauthorized events,
breaching site-specific
plan obligations and liquor
license conditions.

Other area wineries oper-
ate outdoor event spaces
which are included in the
on-farm diversified use cal-
culation designed to limit
the percentage of farmland

dedicated to non-farm uses.

At the council meeting,
Quartek, the applicant’s
planners, argued that
Konzelmann’s on-farm
diversified use ratio would
be acceptable at 4.3 per
cent, but a peer review by
Brox’s planning consultant,
MHBC, suggested a 2 per
cent guideline be more
firmly applied.

Dr. Donald Cole, of the
University of Toronto,
spoke about pesticide spray
dangers to vineyard guests.
Another neighbouring

[ FURNITURE, DRAPERIES, BLINDS

PROUD SPCNSOR OF THE HUMANE SOCIETY

grape farmer, Emanuele
Giunta, complained about
Konzelmann events causing
safety, noise and traffic
congestion concerns on
Lakeshore Road.

Giunta and Cole were
both aggressively inter-
rogated by a hostile Coun.
Wiens. He claimed the
professor’s pesticide spray
studies were irrelevant,
provided the two vineyards
complied with Pest Man-
agement Regulatory Agen-
cy rules. Wiens also sug-
gested that Giunta should
be consistently supportive
of wineries, recognizing his
business’s dependence on
selling them grapes.

Hopefully, calmer and
more open minds prevail in
settling this dispute, recog-
nizing its precedent value.
Allowing every one of the
50 wineries in town to host
50 guests at 30 new events
would attract another
75,000 guests annually, on
top of the estimated three
million already visiting our
town of 20,000.

In his Bay Street career,
Steve McGuinness was
a senior advisor to large
financial institutions and is
now retired in NOTL. Send
your personal financial
planning questions to him
at smcgfinplan@gmail.com.

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style.
Category: "HAVING FUN”

A startup may turn to this, a general
term for financing by smaller dollar
amounts from many people.

Last issue category: IN THE MEDICINE CABINET

Clue: Semaglutide, a drug for type 2 diabetes
that's used for weight loss, is sold under the
brand names Rybelsus, Wegovy and this.

Answer: What is Ozempic?
Answered first by: Margie Enns

Also answered correctly (in order) by:

Lynda Collet, Kimberly Amaral, Sue Rautenberg,
Jane Morris, Bob Wheatley, Tuija Johansson,
Alison Parsons, Howard Jones, Jeff Lake,

Jim Dandy, Wade Durling, Esther VanGorder,
Claudia Grimwood, Wesley Mann, Katie Reimer,
Edna Groff, Sylvia Wiens, David Spencer,

Marla Percy

Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com,
with your name, for a chance to win

a $25 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week.
(Subject line: Riddle me this)

*REMEMBER TO PUT “WHAT IS” FOR JEOPARDY
QUESTIONS!

Love games? Join us for fun events every
week at the Irish Harp Pub.
Details at www.theirishharppub.com
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Delegations, the David Secord House and Parliament Oak

Brian Marshall
Columnist

To begin, I must declare
a mea culpa for suggest-
ing that you, a citizen of
Niagara-on-the-Lake, “have
the right to delegate (speak
to) any item included on the
open agendas of town coun-
cil and all of its commit-
tees” in last week’s column.

Apparently there is a for-
mal process on the town’s
website to file a request for
a delegation to be presented
in council and committee of
the whole meetings which,
provided you meet their
long list of criteria, may be
granted.

So, it is not a “right” in
the truest sense of the word,
but rather a qualified oppor-
tunity that may be granted
at the discretion of town
staff in accordance with
that criteria.

And sadly, unlike many
towns and cities across this
province, there is no simple
process on the town’s

website to request a delega-
tion before the municipal
heritage committee.

This week, I attempted
to request a delegation on
an agenda item in the Oct.

1 meeting of the municipal
heritage committee and was
informed, according to the
terms of reference for this
committee, that “delegations
will be generally limited

to” applicants for heritage
permits or seeking com-
ments on a future heritage
permit application and those
seeking to designate their
property.

Now, it’s not impossible to
delegate in a meeting of the
municipal heritage com-
mittee, but bizarrely, it is
more challenging than being
granted the opportunity to
address our elected officials
in official sessions.

If you wish to delegate
to the heritage commit-
tee, first contact the “staff
liaison” — Sumra Zia, the
town’s heritage planner
— with your request. The
staff liaison will inform the
committee of your request
and the members can move
a motion to add you as a
delegate. Your request will
require the endorsement of
two committee members to
move and second the motion
and a two-thirds majority
vote of the committee to
add your delegation to the
agenda.

The revitalization of the historic David Secord House is a
topic near and dear to Brian Marshall’s heart — it was the
subject of his column from Feb. 6 this year. FILE

While there is some
chance that your delega-
tion may fail to be added,
I believe that for rational,
educated and well con-
sidered submissions, that
risk is small. Based on my
experience serving with
this committee, I'd suggest
they would be open to and
actually welcome the input
of town residents as a part
of their deliberations.

That said, I find it ab-
solutely inexplicable why
a town that’s built heri-
tage component is widely
celebrated by both visitors
and residents alike would
seek to limit the informa-
tion provided to its advisory
committee as part of their
deliberations. But, such is
the case.

Interestingly, making
delegation to the town’s
quasi-judicial committee

of adjustment — whose
decisions are fundamentally
important in preserving

the character and shap-

ing the development of

our streetscapes — is the
simplest and most straight-
forward process while
simultaneously being one
of the most under accessed
opportunities to express the
resident voice.

But, let’s move on to a
topic which, as long-term
readers of this column will
know, is near and dear to
my heart — saving and
restoring the incredibly
important historic c. 1799
David Secord House on
Paxton Lane in St. Davids.

Since 2018, I have con-
sistently appealed for this
building — as an irreplace-
able historical statement
attesting to the settlement,
founding and growth of

Niagara and Upper Canada
which, in turn, led to the
formation of our country —
to be preserved for posterity.

And recently, Hummel
Properties has committed to
doing so.

Notwithstanding a few
past differences, I wish to
congratulate the principal of
this company for undertak-
ing this project. Properly
executed, the restoration of
this vital and unique piece
of heritage will stand as a
lasting legacy bequeathed to
all Canadians.

Thank you, on behalf of
our children and our chil-
dren’s children.

And, while I wish we
could finish this week on
such a high note, the press
of events denies us that op-
portunity.

After approximately 48
hours under a stop-work
order (ignored by the
developer for much of this
time), work on the Two
Sisters Resorts’” Parliament
Oak site continues under a
last minute issuance a “site
preparation plan permit” by
town staff — this despite
no site plan approval or
issuance of a building
permit.

I opine that town staff is
skating on very thin ice in
issuing this permit. Typi-
cally, according to normal
and accepted practice in this
province, site plan approval

is required prior to any such
permit being issued.

Moreover, why has Two
Sisters Resorts not been
charged the full $500,000
fine for proceeding work
without permits as speci-
fied under Section 36 of the
Ontario Building Act?

It would go a long way
to offsetting taxpayers out-
of-pocket expense for the
recent legal settlements of
$1 million and $225,000
respectively.

Finally, down at 187
Queen St. it appears, based
on site work and recent
paint marks on the curb,
that the town may be pro-
ceeding with a curb-cut to
allow a driveway off Queen
Street.

Not only is this action
something that the mu-
nicipal heritage committee
historically indicated that
they were not in favour of,
but also such an alteration
in the heritage characteris-
tics of a Part IV designated
property should require a
heritage permit and no such
application has come before
the municiapl heritage com-
mittee to date.

Rolling over to avoid is-
sues seems to be the flavour
of the day ...

Brian Marshall is a
NOTL realtor, author and
expert consultant on archi-
tectural design, restoration
and heritage.
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Notwithstanding clause manages to flummox Canadians

ROSS'S RAMBLINGS

Ross Robinson
Columnist

Before I commence this
week’s Ramblings, I will
formally send condolences
to the many friends and
colleagues of former tireless
Niagara Region politician
Jim Bradley.

He passed away last
Friday, and it would be
trite to say, “after a life
of public service.” He set
many records for political
longevity.

He recently said, “Our
system of democracy is a
true treasure, and I have
always considered it as a
great honour to be able
to advocate for the needs

and desires of our city, our
region, and our province.”

Yes, our Canadian
democracy is precious,
but what the heck is the
notwithstanding clause?

During my high school
days in the 1960s, my
political career peaked
as prime minister of the
student parliament at
Sir Winston Churchill
Secondary School in St.
Catharines.

I'learned a fair bit
about the workings of our
parliamentary democracy
in Canada and have always
tried to keep somewhat
current as our wonderful
nation progressed or
digressed.

Our Canadian federalism
has never been truly stable,
but by many measures, we
have done rather well when
compared to the rest of the
world.

Under the leadership
of former prime minister
Brian Mulroney way back
in the 1980s, our politicians
somehow developed the
Meech Lake Accord.

Parliament Hill.

Translated into our other
official language, L’Accord
du Lac Meech.

It was central to the effort
to recognize Quebec as a
distinct society.

Debate raged, and I
thought very wise Canadian
Joseph Philippe Pierre Yves
Elliott Trudeau stuck a pin
in the arguments by saying,
“What'’s the big deal? If one
side is unique and distinct,
it follows academically that
the other side is also unique
and distinct.”

Not only was former
prime minister Trudeau
brave and handsome, but
he also often seemed to be
slightly intellectually ahead
of the pack. In both official
languages. And that is
amazing!

Returning now to
my question, let’s
try to understand the
notwithstanding clause,
section 33 of the Charter
of Rights and Freedom:s.

I admit ignorance, as
philosophical political
discussions have never
really rattled my chain.

Earlier this week, I asked
several NOTLers what
they thought about this
piece of Canadiana, which
has recently been part of
political discussions.

No one claimed to have
a real understanding of the
notwithstanding clause.
Some folks claimed to
“sort of” know what part it
played in our parliamentary
system of government, but it
became clear there was no
real knowledge. Or desire
for knowledge.

Perhaps we tend to
confuse political matters
by also using words like
heretofore, inasmuch and
herewith and the long
French gem, neanmoins
— in English, nevertheless.

After considerable
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Official Plan & Former Hospital Site
Public Information Centres

Residents will have opportunities to learn more and
share feedback on both the Official Plan and the
Former Hospital Site (176 Wellington Street) project.
Sessions are drop-in style, and no registration is

required:

research, I deduced the
notwithstanding clause
gives our federal parliament
and our provincial and
territorial legislatures the
power to override certain
terms of our Charter of
Rights and Freedoms for up
to five years.

Earlier in this
Ramblings, I admitted that
understanding the recently
regularly mentioned
notwithstanding clause had
never been a priority in my
life.

As I am now writing this
weekly column, the reasons
become clearer and clearer.
It’s pretty dry stuff. And not
one person I tried to engage
showed even the slightest
spark of enthusiasm.

Perhaps some things are
best left to our professional
politicians, bureaucrats and
academics.

I think any word
containing over nine letters
qualifies as a long word.
There are 15 letters in the
word notwithstanding.
Enough said.

Notwithstanding this

weak thought, can we agree
that last weekend was an
exhausting time to be a
sports fan? Late September
really had a lot of action,
so I will just mention a few
highlights.

Perhaps inspired by the
recent successes of Vicky
Mboko and Summer
Mclntosh, our world-
class Canadian Women’s
Rugby Team got to the
finals of their recent World
Championship tournament
played in England. My
goodness, over 80,000
tickets were sold for the
final game at Twickenham.
Who woulda thunk?

Then on Sunday, many
Canadians were glued
to television screens as
the Blue Jays clinched.
Add to this the Ryder
Cup shenanigans and our
neighbours, the Buffalo
Bills doing so well ...

Notwithstanding the
normal NOTL focus of my
weekly Ramblings, perhaps
Canada’s parliamentary
notwithstanding clause will
generate a bit more interest.

NIAGARA “Uake®

MUSEUM

Peter Wilkie & Joey Rigg

Peter Howe & Judy MclLeod

Official Plan Engagement Sessions

October 15 - NOTL Community Centre (14 Anderson
Lane, NOTL)

¢ 4:00-5:30 p.m. & 6:30 —8:00 p.m.

e Presentation at 7.00 p.m.
October 16 - Mary Snider Room, Centennial Arena
(1567 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil)

¢ 4:00-5:30 p.m. & 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

e Presentation at 7.00 p.m.

Former Hospital Site Engagement Sessions

October 15 - NOTL Community Centre (14 Anderson
Lane, NOTL)

e 10:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. (Simpson Room)

e 4:00 -5:30 p.m. (Auditorium)
October 16 - Mary Snider Room, Centennial Arena
(1567 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil)

e 6:00 -8:00 p.m.

Visit jointheconversationnotl.org
or scan the QR code to learn
more about both projects.
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The NOTL Museum would like to thank our generous sponsors and donors
from our 2025 summer fundraisers - Band in the Barn and the Heritage
Garden Party, helping to raise over $76,000 combined!

This supports the care of the Museum’s collection & buildings,
our educational programming & exhibits, and our future growth.

To learn more about the Museum and to support our work, become a member:
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SPONSORED/OPINION

Decision to deny owner-occupied short-term
rentals was short-sighted and threatens heritage

SPONSORED
Opinion

The following is an open
letter to the village of St.
Davids.

In 2018 we bought the
First Presbyterian Church of
St. Davids to preserve it for
future generations. We want
to explain why we failed.

Our family has lived in St.
Davids for 10 generations.
We are the first private own-
ers since 1888 and feel the
weight of good stewardship.

The permitted uses range
from institutional, com-
mercial, single-family
residential to very profit-
able high-density multi-res-
idential units. We did not
want a condo development
on the lands. Only certain
adaptive reuses support
the church’s preservation.
Commercial uses tie a
building’s fate to the vaga-
ries of the business cycles.

The best adaptive reuse
for the church was to
renovate the church as our
principal residence. We
spent the last six years and
significant costs toward
that end.

We stayed, short-term, at
many repurposed heritage
buildings throughout North
America and Europe. Every
owner was adamant that
the ability to earn income,
when needed from short-
term lets, was crucial to
the preservation of their
historic building.

We concluded that if our
principal residence was
licensed as a short-term
rental (STR) the income
generated would help sup-
port the high costs associ-
ated with preservation of
the church for the benefit
of future generations and
the village. If not for
COVID and a slow plan-
ning process, our principal
residence would have been
built in 2022.

Without meaningful
consultation, council passed
anew STR bylaw in May
2025 that placed a moratori-
um on future cottage rentals
or villas and an eight-year
occupancy rule for new
licences. Adaptive reuse as
an STR would have fallen
under the prior bylaw, with
no need to appear before
council on July 22, 2025.

We proposed a zoning
amendment to exempt the
church from the moratorium
on new licences for villas
and the eight-year occu-
pancy rule. To support the
preservation and mainte-
nance of heritage buildings
that fall under the Ontario

St. Davids residents Mark and Brenda Stewart say council ignored the good will behlnd
their plans to preserve a historic church in St. Davids, which involved turning it into an
owner-occupied short-term rental. They say council’s decision not to allow new short-term
rental licences has forced them to consider other options for the property, which could
mean the development of high-density, multi-residential units. They argue there should be
exemptions for owner-occupied short-term rentals, especially for heritage homes.

Heritage Act there must be
exemptions to the bylaw for
owner-occupied STRs.

We do not support licens-
ing of STRs that are not
owner-occupied, which in
all cases must be properly
regulated. The church will
not set any precedent unless
another heritage building
in an urban boundary falls
within very strict conditions
for an adaptive reuse as a
principal residence.

Only councillors Weins
and Cheropita had the
foresight to see the heart
of the proposal was the
preservation of heritage
and not an absentee owner
profiteer reducing housing
stock. All other council
members were unable to
see the forest (heritage
preservation) through the
trees (anti-STR sentiment).
Surprisingly, councillors
Vizzari and Niven, residents
of St. Davids, voted against
preservation of the church,
thereby encouraging more
high-density development.
The majority decision, be-
reft of common sense, was
troubling.

Aside from the lack of
foresight, there are a few
main reasons that council
failed to support heritage
preservation and what that
means to our village.

Firstly, there is a crisis
in communication in the
public forum. The “them
vs. us” culture has per-
vaded our town. False and
misleading narratives are
woven into opinions that are
presented as fact. “Knowl-
edge” is being mined from
social media and online
news platforms. “Clickbait”
and software algorithms
funnel “news” that confirms
the reader’s bias. While the

loudest voices are heard, the
danger is believing they are
always correct. Statements
claiming that all countries
are banning STRs or there
are 1,000 STRs in NOTL
are factually incorrect.

However, these “facts”
are published in our local
media. Richard Harley’s
editorial of July 21,2025,
was a clarion call to resi-
dents opposed to STRs to
attend the July 22, 2025,
council meeting and stand
up to the “privileged group
of property owners who
profit by turning homes into
unstaffed, unregulated and
unfairly taxed accommoda-
tion businesses.”

His broad brush unfairly
painted the many respon-
sible owner-occupied STRs
that generate needed income
while providing crucial
alternative and affordable
accommodation for tour-
ists. Tourism is vital to our
village. Not all STRs are
bad. A farmer does not cut
the whole cornfield down
to root out a few bad stalks.
She manages the field. Bad
STRs mean that council is
not doing its job. Had Mr.
Harley heard our proposal,
he might have concluded,
along with council, had it
not been cowered by the
loudest voices, that our
proposal preserved heritage
and did not offend the crux
of anti-STR concerns. To
suggest that the shortage of
affordable housing stock in
our communities is in any
meaningful way caused by
owner-occupied STRs is
an oversimplification of,
and failure to understand,
the underlying economic,
political and societal factors
(to name a few) that are af-
fecting many communities

throughout the world facing
housing shortages.

Secondly, our village
suffers from Old Town
centrism, where most of the
focus and public funds are
centred on the Old Town.

The majority of STRs,
heritage buildings and
development are in the Old
Town along with the prob-
lems. Our village pays and
suffers. Council spent $3
million of our tax dollars in
legal fees to protect heritage
in the Old Town but are not
prepared to support heritage
in our village.

At the July meeting,
council approved, to date,
$1 million to support the
NOTL Museum’s plans to
expand its footprint, which
includes a community hub.

No councillors said that
before we allocate more
funds in the Old Town, St.
Davids needs a community
hub. The council drives the
bus, and St. Davids, the poor
cousin in her worn dress,
sits at the back, while the
Old Town sits in the front
seat in her Sunday best,
enjoying all the sights and
amenities at the preferred
stops, barely looking back
to acknowledge that outly-
ing communities deserve to
move forward as well.

This isn’t the Old Town’s
fault; it is the fault of council
to fairly change the seating
when warranted. All council
members need to remem-
ber that the Old Town only
represents about 37 per cent
of eligible electors in the five
polls in NOTL, while the
outlying poorer cousins in
the other polls represent 73
per cent, with a good per-
centage held by St. Davids.

St. Davids needs champi-
ons on the council who ef-

fectively and aggressively, if
need be, address the obvious
imbalances. A roundabout
was forced through our
village centre because, ap-
parently, council cannot get
involved in regional affairs,
but it does.

Council voted to sup-
port the developer of the
Parliament Oak hotel in its
request to the region not
to be charged $800,000 in
fees. St. Davids has an old
pool with rundown chang-
erooms, no community cen-
tre, no public washrooms,
no proper sports park. Our
commercial centre has no
support. Millions of dollars
have been spent to fight de-
velopment in the Old Town,
when it was often permitted
under the Planning Act.

Enough has been spent
to pay for a lot of amenities
in our village. Pick battles
we can win and work with
developers.

Development can be sus-
pended if the infrastructure
to accommodate it does not
exist. As an example, devel-
opment in St. Davids should
be suspended until DSBN
proves there is sufficient
educational infrastructure.

It is reported that DSBN,
despite requests for com-
ments on development,
does not reply. All authori-
ties know that our public
school is far over capacity
by hundreds of students.
We have five portables, no
parking, no safe dropoff
and pickup area.

The solution is obvi-
ous: DSBN must adjust the
school boundaries and bus
Glendale students to Cross-
roads that is under capacity.
Do not allow children of
out-of-town parents, that do
not pay taxes in NOTL, to
attend our school. Cement
blocks and ticketing are
Band-Aid solutions. The
real danger is not on the
roadside, but in the small
parking lot. Buses line up
three feet away from chil-
dren with no guardrails.

A tragedy is waiting to
happen while DSBN waits
for more reports. Adequate
educational infrastructure
is surely just as important
as waste management. How
can council approve any
additional housing stock in
our village without knowing
the educational infrastruc-
ture exists to accommodate
it? Push DSBN hard for
solutions. This would never
be allowed to happen in the
Old Town.

St. Davids is a vibrant,
expanding community, with
a population that can deter-

mine who is going to be on
council and lord mayor in
the next election. Whether
you have been a member of
the village for 10 months
or 10 generations, we need
to take ownership of our
village’s future and hold
council to account. Devel-
opment is inevitable under
the Planning Act, but bad
development is not. Good
development, like heritage
preservation, requires fore-
sight and action. Council
has offered our village
neither. We cannot be an
afterthought on the agenda.

For the preservation of the
church, important to the cul-
tural fabric of our village,
it is too late. However, for
the benefit of all communi-
ties and future stewards of
heritage buildings, council
must have the courage this
October, when the STR by-
law is under final consider-
ation, to make the appropri-
ate amendments to protect
heritage buildings, as we
proposed. Council must see
the forest and not just the
trees. We believe our pro-
posal was “good” develop-
ment. In the face of coun-
cil’s bad decision, we see no
option but to sell the church
property and relinquish our
stewardship. A majority of
interested buyers see the
church lands as a great loca-
tion for condominiums. We
agree if we were developers,
but we are not.

Sadly, over the past six
years we have realized that
every level of government
wants to see the church
lands used for high-density
residential development.
Most of council failed to
learn from past mistakes.
Plans for less development,
more suitable for a neigh-
bourhood, have been reject-
ed only to find, on appeal,
higher-density development
is allowed.

Councillor O’Connor
spoke of more housing
stock and voted against our
proposal, seeing nothing
special about us, and the
majority agreed.

Of course, we are not spe-
cial, but the church and our
village are special. Yet we
remain in the back seat.

St. Davids has been
overlooked for decades and
that must stop. Our proposal
and plans submitted at the
council meeting on July 22,
2025, can be viewed online
at www.notl.com/council-
government/meetings-agen-
das-minutes

Respectfully,

Mark and Brenda Stewart
St. Davids
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Jim Bradley’s legacy is everywhere you look in Ontario

David Israelson
Special to The Lake Report

If you have lived or grown
up in Niagara, or Ontario
for that matter, during the
last six decades, it will
be hard to get your head
around the idea that Jim

Bradley is no longer with us.

Bradley, who passed away
Sept. 26 at age 80, was chair
of Niagara Region. But that’s
like saying John Lennon was
a songwriter. Jim Bradley’s
work, his accomplishments
and his legacy, mean a lot
more to Niagara, to Ontario,
to Canada, to those who
knew him and to everyone
who is better off because of
his accomplishments.

Bradley served in the On-
tario Legislature for three
days short of 41 years, from
1977 to 2018. A few months
after he was defeated in the
2018 election — after hav-
ing won 11 previous times
— he became regional
chair. But it’s not how long
he was in office that really
matters, it’s what he man-

Jim Bradley’s time as Ontario’s environment minister laid
the groundwork for many things seen as ubiquitous today
— "If you can toss a can into a blue box, it's because Jim
Bradley brought in the world’s first blue box recycling
program,” writes David Israelson. ALEX HEIDBUECHEL

aged to accomplish.

His most significant
achievements came in his
first stint in the Ontario
cabinet, as environment

minister from 1985 to 1990.

He was not exactly a dash-
ing figure — he more or
less looked and dressed in

the same rumpled suits back
then as he did just before he
fell earlier this year.

But his work was dash-
ing. I covered him as an
environment reporter for
the Toronto Star. He made
a huge difference, over-
hauling and modernizing

vision to life.

We are remodeling experts!

Whether it’s a stunning
kitchen, a spa-like bathroom,
or a functional, stylish
basement, we will bring your

Quality craftsmanship, modern
designs, and a hassle-free
experience. Let us make your

TRANSFORM
YOUR HOME

WITH OLDE TOWNE BUILDING CO.

environmental protection

in Ontario in ways that

have been emulated around
the world. “I didn’t realize
until I started working for
him, he’s an environmental
freak!” one long-time staffer
told me.

If you toss a can into a
blue box, it’s because Jim
Bradley brought in the
world’s first blue box recy-
cling program. If you go
camping in Algonquin Park,
you are enjoying lakes and
trees that are not choking to
death on acid rain, because
his Countdown Acid Rain
program set the standard for
curbing air emissions. Brad-
ley also brought in tough
municipal and industrial
wastewater rules, making it
harder for cities and com-
panies to pollute the Great
Lakes.

In opposition at Queen’s
Park, he served for a short
time as interim opposition
leader and for a long time
as a thorn in the side of suc-
cessive New Democrat and
Progressive Conservative

governments. He returned
to cabinet when Dalton Mc-
Guinty’s Liberals came to
power in 2003 and served in
several ministries, including
environment, again. Mostly,
though, he was there to of-
fer wisdom and insight into
how to get things done.

He told me he agreed only
at the last minute to run
for Niagara Region when
he was asked by citizens
concerned about the quality
of the region’s council at the
time. He didn’t want the job
but he wanted to get the job
done.

Bradley’s political style
was as effective as his
personal style was, well,
dull. He was modest, polite,
thoughtful and hardly ever
used the teacher voice he
had at his disposal. He
didn’t need to.

He made friends with
politicians of all parties and
views and worked patiently
with bureaucrats. But the
slowness of government
bugged him. “I can bang
the desk and say to the

On behalf of Fatﬂ‘ér Peter Rowe

Peach Festival Com

ittee, we

dedicated volunteefs for the c

up, organizing, dismantling an
celebrate this year’s Peach Fes
and spirit of service were esse‘_ -
resounding success. ;

A special note of appreC|at|o

contributions:

Peach Festival Steering Committee
“The Vineyard” (diocesan newsfeed)
Niagara Warehouse of Hope

Mike Colaneri, Cotton Constructio

Vintage Inns

Simpson’s Pharmasave
Hendriks Your Independent Grocer
NOTL Fire & Emergency Services

bureaucrats: Do this now! If
I’'m lucky, the fastest I see
results will be two months,”
he said.

That was too slow for the
environmental freak.

To move things faster,
he deployed a small army
of young, energetic, highly
motivated staffers. To this
day, there are all kinds of
important people in high
places across Canada and
internationally, whose eyes
light up when they speak
about Bradley and the op-
portunities he gave them.

Many would return every
year for the annual “Bradley
Dinner” in St. Catharines.
Many more people would
relish receiving his annual
Christmas card, cheap-
looking of course, but with
a personal message on the
inside. I don’t know all
these people, but I know
they’ll all miss him. And so
will I.

David Israelson is a
writer and non-practising
lawyer who lives in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.

g’«-br{"a hot summer day to
ur hard work, generosity
h making the event another

We would like to especially thank Mario Puma and the foIIowing' businesses
that have supported our Peach Festival over the past 25 years:

Seaway Farms

Meyers Family Farms

P.G. Enns Farm

Quiet Acres
Palatine Fruit and Roses aio Family Farms
Van de Laar Orchards LaValle Family Farms
Walker’s Country Market Lepp Family Farms
Folino Family Farm Ricciardelli Orchards
Tregunno Fruit Farms Pillitteri Estates Winery

dream space a reality!

CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

| Brandon Noel o rowne
oTBc 905 -325-2766

=" www.oldetownebuildingcompany.com

We truly couldn’t do it without you.
With heartfelt gratitude,

Fr. Peter Rowe and The St. Vincent de Paul Peach Festival Committee
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== s>~ . NOTICE OF APPLICATION AND
NIAZAIA[ ke  ELECTRONIC PUBLIC HEARING

-on-the-

EST.1781 v
What: Notice of Application and Hybrid Public Hearing for the Committee of Adjustment
(under Section 45 of the Planning Act, R.S.0. 1990, as amended).
When: Thursday, October 16, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.
Where: Hybrid meeting in-person at Town Hall, Council Chambers, 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil

or electronically via the directions below (Microsoft Teams).

Regarding: Consent Application B-12/25 - 380 Nassau Street

What is the proposal?

The subject lands are known municipally as 380 Nassau Street, lying on the
east side of Nassau Street, north of William Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake.

The application proposes the creation of one new lot (3,833.8 square meters
in area) with frontage on Nassau Street to accommodate a single-detached

dwelling. The existing single-detached dwelling, pool house/shed and pool
would be maintained on the retained lot.

Subject Lands

A previous Consent Application was approved (B-05/23), which has lapsed
due to conditions not being cleared within the required two-year period.

Dialogue is encouraged:

Written or video comments on the application may be forwarded to

Natalie Thomson, Secretary-Treasurer Committee of Adjustment prior to
Wednesday, October 15, 2025, at 12:00 p.m. at 1593 Four Mile Creek Road,
P.O. Box 100, Virgil, ON, LOS 1T0, or via email at natalie.thomson@notl.com.

If you wish to participate and make an oral presentation at the Hybrid Public
Hearing of the Committee, you must register with the Secretary-Treasurer
Committee of Adjustment at the contact information provided. Following
registration, you will be provided with the option to attend in-person or
instructions to connect to the Electronic Public Hearing.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Committee of Adjustment

become part of a public record and will be circulated to the Committee of to the Secretary-Treasurer Committee of Adjustment, 1593 Four Mile Creek
Adjustment, Town staff, the owner/agent for the application and the Ontario  Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake, PO. Box 100, Virgil, ON, LOS 1T0, or email at
Land Tribunal if the application decision is appealed. natalie.thomson@notl.com.

For more information: Please note neighbours and other interested parties not defined by the

For more information regarding this matter, please contact Natalie Planning Act are no longer eligible to file appeals for this application as

Thomson, Secretary Treasurer Committee of Adjustment, at 905-468-3266 per Bill 23, More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022.

ext. 312 or via email at natalie.thomson@notl.com. Planning Act appeals may be filed by the applicant, the Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing, a “specified person” (as defined by
Planning Act 1(1)), and any “public body” (as defined by Planning Act 1(1)).

Additional information and material regarding the application(s) may
be obtained via the Town'’s web-site at https:/www.notl.com/business-

development/planning services/committee-adjustment. October 2, 2025
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION AND
ke ELECTRONIC PUBLIC HEARING

Niagarars

-on-the-

EST. 1731

What: Notice of Application and Hybrid Public Hearing for the Committee of Adjustment
(under Section 45 of the Planning Act, R.S.0. 1990, as amended).

When: Thursday, October 16, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.

Where: Hybrid meeting in-person at Town Hall, Council Chambers, 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil

or electronically via the directions below (Microsoft Teams).

Regarding: Minor Variance Application A-18/25 - 1523 Niagara Stone Road

What is the proposal?

The subject lands are known municipally as 1523 Niagara Stone Road
(Silversmith Brewing Co.), located on the south side of Niagara Stone bje anc
Road, east of Four Mile Creek Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Minor Variance Application A-18/25 is made to recognize existing _r}:i D>

conditions on the outdoor amenity area and requests relief as follows: € N
1. Maximum outdoor patio area of 110% of the licensed capacity (66 l
seats) of the restaurant to a maximum of 107 square metres, whereas
the By-law permits a maximum outdoor patio area of no more than

50 % of the licensed capacity of the restaurant with which the patio is
associated to a maximum size of 90 square metres;

yea1) 3|\ Jno4

2. To permit an outdoor patio in a yard which abuts a residential zone,
whereas the Zoning By-law does not permit outdoor patios in yards
that abut a residential zone; and

3. To permit an outdoor patio restaurant to be located a minimum
of 0 metres from an internal road or driveway located on the lot,
whereas the By-law requires a minimum 3.0 metre setback.

Lorraine Street

Dialogue is encouraged:

Written or video comments on the application may be forwarded

to Natalie Thomson, Secretary-Treasurer Committee of Adjustment
prior to Wednesday, October 15, 2025, at 12:00 p.m. at 1593

Four Mile Creek Road, P.O. Box 100, Virgil, ON, LOS 1TO, or via email at
natalie.thomson@notl.com.

If you wish to participate and make an oral presentation at the
Hybrid Public Hearing of the Committee, you must register with

the Secretary-Treasurer Committee of Adjustment at the contact
information provided. Following registration, you will be provided
with the option to attend in-person or instructions to connect to the
Electronic Public Hearing.

At this time, written comments are encouraged. All submitted
comments become part of a public record and will be circulated to
the Committee of Adjustment, Town staff, the owner/agent for the
application and the Ontario Land Tribunal if the application decision
is appealed.

COMMERCIAL USE

SIDE PATIO
Kssam

For more information: KA

For more information regarding this matter, please contact
Natalie Thomson, Secretary Treasurer Committee of
Adjustment, at 905-468-3266 ext. 312 or via email at natalie.
thomson@notl.com.

Additional information and material regarding the
application(s) may be obtained via the Town’s web-site at COMMERCIAL USE o = _—
https:/www.notl.com/business-development/planning 2 " . TrAne
services/committee-adjustment. N | _ ——

If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Committee
of Adjustment in respect of the proposed application, you
must make a written request to the Secretary-Treasurer
Committee of Adjustment, 1593 Four Mile Creek Road,
Niagara-on-the-Lake, P.O. Box 100, Virgil, ON, LOS 1T0, or

email at natalie.thomson@notl.com. \\\\‘\\\. R

Please note neighbours and other interested parties not e
defined by the Planning Act are no longer eligible to file

appeals for this application as per Bill 23, More Homes Built

Faster Act, 2022.

Planning Act appeals may be filed by the applicant, the

Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, a “specified

person” (as defined by Planning Act 1(1)), and any “public

body” (as defined by Planning Act 1(1)).

October 2, 2025
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EST. 1731

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DESIGNATE

IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT, R.S.0. 1990, CHAPTER 0.18 AND IN THE
MATTER OF THE LANDS AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATION IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake intends to designate the property at 263 REGENT STREET,
GOSTLING-TAYLOR HOUSE (PLAN 86 PT LOT 107) as a property of cultural heritage value or interest under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act,
R.S.0. 1990, Chapter 0.18.

Description of Property

The subject property located on 263 Regent Street, is known as the Gostling-Taylor House. The subject land is located north of Regent Street near
the intersection of Regent Street and Johnson Street. The property has a moderate setback from Regent Street. The residence is set on a landscaped
property, with a couple of mature trees. The access to the property is through a wide gravel driveway from Regent Street. Access to the main
entrance is off of the public sidewalk through a concrete paver pathway.

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest

The property known as the Gostling-Taylor House has cultural heritage value or interest for its design and physical values, its historical and
associative values and its contextual values.

263 Regent Street is a rare example of an asymmetrical Georgian style residence. The unique two-storey, three bay Gostling-Taylor House breaks
away from tradition as it does not adhere to a rigid symmetry on the front facade. The exterior walls of the residence are clad wood clapboard
siding, including beaded vertical corner boards. The roof of the subject property consists of two intersecting gable roofs with overhanging eaves
at all three gable ends. The gable ends contain projecting verges. The roof features moulded wood fascia at the verges, plain fascia at the eaves,
and plain soffit and frieze throughout. The window openings on the facade are vertical rectangular openings, containing double hung six-over-six
windows. The windows are framed with moulded wood trim and a horned plain wood sill. Throughout the other elevations, the window openings
feature plain wood trim surrounds with a horned plain wood sill. The main entryway is located off-centred on the facade, to the west. The doorway
features a flat arched opening with moulded trim surrounds, a flat, two-light transom window, and a panelled door. The residence sits on a low
foundation.

The Gostling-Taylor House has historical association with early settlers in the Niagara Region. The land, on which the subject property stands today,
was granted by the Crown to Young in 1794. He was a carpenter who was involved in the construction of Fort George and maintenance of Fort

Erie and Fort York. The house is also historically associated with Edward McMullen. Edward, appears to have constructed the current house on the
subject lands in 1842 and is also associated with the construction of the adjacent property at 58 Johnson Street. He appears to have been involved
in the local construction industry.

The Gostling-Taylor House has contextual value because it is important in defining the historic character of the area. 263 Regent Street is part of the
historic fabric within Old Town, specifically the Downtown Character Area. It is also within the boundaries of the National Historic District. It lies in
close proximity to various other historic buildings, including designated properties and properties listed on the Municipal Heritage Register. It acts
as a character supporting resource for the Old Town. In addition to this, 263 Regent Street is also visually and historically linked to its surroundings.
The house design and layout of the subject property, in terms of the setback and materials, is in keeping with the surrounding properties, especially
the Part IV designated property at 46 Johnson Street. The asymmetric Georgian style of both the properties is also very similar.

Description of Key Heritage Attributes

Key exterior attributes that embody the heritage value of the dwelling at 263 Regent Street in Niagara-on-the-Lake include its:
« Two-storey Georgian residence

«  Box-like structure

«  Asymmetric three bay facade, with off-centred entrance

«  Wood clapboard siding, including beaded vertical corner boards

- Two intersecting gable roofs with overhanging eaves and projecting verges

+  Moulded wood fascia at the verges, plain fascia at the eaves, plain soffit and frieze

« Vertical rectangular window openings at the facade

« Double hung six-over-six windows at the facade

«  Window openings at facade with moulded wood trim and horned plain wood sill

«  Window openings elsewhere with plain wood trim surrounds with a horned plain wood sill
- Doorway flat arched opening with moulded trim surrounds

« Doorway with a single leaf panelled door, capped by a flat, two-light transom

« Low foundation

« Location along Regent Street

«  Existing setback from the road

« Location within the National Historic District

« Historic connection to 58 Johnson Street

Objections

Any objection to this designation must be filled no later than 30 days after the date of publication of the Notice of Intent to Designate. Objections should be
directed to Grant Bivol, Town Clerk, 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake, LOS 1T0. The last date to file a notice of objection is October 31st 2025.

Queries

Any further queries should be directed to Sumra Zia, Heritage Planner at (905) 468-3266 ext. 327 or through email at sumra.zia@notl.com.
Dated at the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake this 2nd day of October 2025.

GRANT BIVOL, CLERK
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The natural beauty of N

1agara In autumn

The following column was written by the late
Joanne Young, garden expert and coach, and was
originally published in the November 7, 2024 edition
of The Lake Report. The paper will be publishing
some of the highlights of her column over the next
few weeks to celebrate her and her love of gardening,
which she shared with the whole community.

GROWING
TOGETHER W

Joanne Young
Columnist

In a bit of a departure
from the regular gardening
article, this week I would
just like to take some time
to reflect on how lucky we
are to live where we do, in
the Niagara region.

Over these past few
weeks, we have been en-
gulfed by the beauty of na-
ture. Everywhere you turn,
the array of colours has
been amazing this year and
seems to have lasted maybe

a bit longer than usual.

I love going for drives
when I get the chance and
never miss an opportunity
to capture it on my camera.

It doesn’t need to be any-
where in particular. It might
be a conservation area,
down a country road, or just
going for a stroll through
town — there is always
something magical to see
around each corner.

One of my favourite
places to spend time in Ni-
agara, especially in the fall,
is along the escarpment,
hiking.

There is something about
wandering through the tall,
towering trees that have
faced many adversities and
the massive moss-covered
rocks that have sat there for
millions of years.

The different textures and
shades of bark, highlighted
by the large, leathery,
maroon-red oak leaves, the
golden-yellow beech leaves,
the amber-orange autumn
colour of the sugar maples

More jobs,
made from
the Ring of Fire

There's an area in Northern Ontario

rich with critical minerals. We can
create more than 70,000 jobs across
the province by unearthing them.

Learn more at ontario.ca/RingOfFire

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

and the crimson red of the
red maples.

The vineyards are also
captivating in the fall with
the abundant clusters of rip-
ening fruit waiting patiently
to be harvested. The fall co-
lour on the grape leaves can
vary from bright yellow to
oranges to wine-red, mak-
ing the fields come alive.

It always amazes me
how something like the
vineyards and orchards

.

\

The Niagara Escarpment is renowned for its vibrant fall colours during the month of October. Go take a look. FILE

can change so drastically
from season to season, each
season just as beautiful as
the next.

It reminds me that we
all go through different
seasons in life. Sometimes
a certain season can have
a negative connotation, but
we need to remember all
seasons can be beautiful in
their own way.

You just need to look for
the beauty around you.

PROTECT

ONTARIO

Gardens (or nature in
general) are something
that appeals to people’s
five senses — sight, sound,
touch, taste and smell.
This is why being out in
nature has such a positive
effect on many.

Spending time outdoors
can lower blood pressure,
reduce stress levels and
bring about a sense of peace
and belonging to a bigger
picture.

=

Make sure that you take
some time outside this week
and soak in everything that
nature has to give you.

On those sunny, warm
days that we just expe-
rienced last week, who
couldn’t help but go for a
long walk or bicycle ride
down the Niagara Parkway?

The majestic old oak
trees that are dotted along
the path give you a sense of
time gone by.

Ontario @
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GAMES

Across

1. Goblet (7)
5. Devour (7)
9. Biased (6)

10.
11.
13.
14.
18.
19.
21.
23.
24.
28.
29.
30.

Typo (8)

Main roads (8)
Likenesses (6)
Respect (6)

Roomy (8)
Belongings (8)
Locomotive (6)
Sucking fish (6)
Noblewoman (8)
Unfortunate happening (8)
Fictional ape-man (6)
Crisp (7)

31. Outlaws (7)

Down

2. Capital of Vietnam (5)

3. Strap (5)

4. About (5)

6. Firmly adhering to a purpose (9)
7. Hollering (9)

8. Dummy (9)

10. Spars (5)

12. Obtained (3)

15. "A --- Named Desire” (Tennessee
Williams) (9)

16. Detonation (9)

17. W Moroccan city (9)

20. Vessel used for private cruising (5)
22. Fury (3)

25. Extremely (5)

26. Exhausted (5)

27. Point of view (5)

‘/»

NNIA3IN

RE/MAX TEAM
IN CANADA!

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto — not just in town.

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE =~ © NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

- = S %c

e T

124 MARY STREET 1786 YORK ROAD 21 OAKLEY DRIVE 2 BUNNY GLEN DRIVE
2 BEDROOM « 1 BATH + 830 SQ. FT. 3 BEDROOM « 1BATH - 1,798 SQ. FT. 2+1 BEDROOM -« 3 BATH - 1,702 SQ. FT. 4 BEDROOM - 4 BATH -
$739,000 $899,900 $1,374,900 $1,549,900

EeA

SCAN FOR A FREE
HOME EVALUATION

Call the brand that gets your home [NOTICEDS
905-641-0308 ¢ Sold@GolfiTeam.com « www.GolfiTeam.com

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated.
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[ExpPLORING HISTORY

WITH NOTL MUSEUM

Stepping stone or oldest
artifact on the street?

Here we have the spritely two-year-old Jane Walsh
standing on top of a Board of Ordnance stone in 1937 near
Queen and Nassau streets. At its very founding, Niagara-
on-the-Lake was a British military town. The Board of
Ordnance (BO as shown on the left side of the stone in
the image) was responsible for the supply of weapons and
ammunition of all kinds. They were also in charge of the
maintenance and construction of fortifications and barracks.
This marker, with the additional broad arrow, notes that
the stones are boundary markers for military properties.
Each has a number that corresponds to various maps — this
one is likely #36. These stones were erected around the
perimeter of four properties in Niagara-on-the-Lake owned
by the British military starting in 1823. Niagara-on-the-
Lake, in fact, has the most intact ordnance boundary stones
in a community than any other Town that originally had
them. A recent project, led by museum board member Ted
Rumble and his crew of volunteers and town staff, helped to
shine a light on these artifacts throughout the community by
resurfacing of the stones and providing protective fencing.
There is a plaque about the stones located at King and
Byron streets. Thank you to the Town of Niagara-on-the-
Lake and these volunteers for all their hard work. More
information on these stones can be found at notlmuseum.ca/
research/ordnance-boundary-stones.

\RPER

TREE CARE

Pruning
Planting
Removals
Plant Health Care

CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

2

™

Levi Harper
905-324-8609

harpertreecare@outlook.com
www.harpertreecare.com

ISA Certified Arborist ON-3141A
Ontario 444A Certified Arborist

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

Exceptional, yet dangerous: The human story so far

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

Several million years ago,
there wasn’t much to dif-
ferentiate apes ancestral to
humans from other mam-
mals whose attention rarely,
if ever, strayed beyond their
immediate environment and
needs, and behavior hardly
justified the word “excep-
tional.”

That was until several
hundred thousand years ago
when chance and natural
selection led to the gradual
emergence of a species with
big brains capable of in-
creasingly complex symbol-
ic thought and language and
creating grand narratives for
the origins of the heavens,
earth, forces of nature and
themselves — a species
like no other before them
— now solidly set apart by
their language and imagina-
tion, and surely the begin-
nings of exceptionalism.

From evolutionary and
developmental perspectives,
it wasn’t that long before
our species became the first
to land on the moon and

send satellites to the edge
of the solar system from
which pictures were taken
of a tiny planet almost lost
in a sea of billions of stars
— our island home blue dot
as Carl Sagan, so famously
expressed it.

In the last 10,000 years,
our species domesticated
plants and animals and
flourished in number to the
millions and more recently,
eight billion and counting.

With the advent of science
our creation stories began to
change to reflect our grow-
ing understanding of the
universe on the largest and
tiniest scales, the evolution
of life and our own species,
and most recently how we
might change the genetic
destiny of any creature,
including ourselves.

Exceptional, now fully
justified? Perhaps.

But marvellous as we are,
there are caveats. For at the
most elemental level, all
life discovered so far shares
the same core elements
and molecules of life from
simple cells to us.

For sure, there are differ-
ences but there are far more
similarities than differ-
ences between simple cells
and complex single cells
and between the latter and
multicellular organisms of
increasing complexity.

When it comes to mam-
mals, the body systems
and organs of all are nearly
identical, whether they be

While all mammals share the same kinds of body systems
and organs, what sets humans apart from other species is
our brain, says columnist Dr. William Brown.

the circulatory, respiratory,
gastrointestinal, skeletal,
immune, endocrine or
genito-urinary systems.

What most sets us apart
from other species is our
brain. Bird, mouse, whale,
chimp and human brains
are similar in their basic
architecture and cell types.

Partly, it’s a numbers
game: humans have more
nerve cells and many more
complex inter-neuronal con-
nections.

But that isn’t the whole
story — whales and el-
ephants possess twice the
number of nerve cells in
their brains, compared to
humans, yet show no signs
of competing with human
intelligence.

What'’s sets the human
brain apart from those of
other highly intelligent spe-
cies is the extent to which
our brain is lateralized and
specialized compared to
other species.

In humans, the two cere-
bral hemispheres play very
different but complementary
roles for cognitive pow-
ers, language, emotion and
processing sensory informa-
tion.

Dominance of one hemi-
sphere for control of the
speech, forearm and hand
and eye are well known
features of this specializa-
tion and lateralization.
Those lateralized differ-
ences between the cerebral
hemispheres, which are so

much a feature of human
brains are either absent or
minor features in our living
primate relatives.

So, yet another indica-
tion of exceptionalism for
humans.

But what really sets hu-
mans apart on the excep-
tional scale is our collective
intelligence and ability to
pass on our knowledge from
generation to generation,
initially by language, later
by illustrations and texts
and these days electroni-
cally though the web and
social media have turned
out to be mixed blessings.

Unfortunately, for all our
cleverness, and growing
control over nature, hu-
mans have failed to develop
equivalent wisdom.

Our history suggests
that too often we resort to
solving disputes between
differing cultures, beliefs
and nations by force and
these days, given the power
of modern weapon systems,
that’s a very dangerous path
to take.

In short, exceptional as
we are in technical mat-
ters, we have yet to develop
the collective wisdom and
will needed to share the
resources of the planet for
the welfare of others and the
planet: witness the inaction
on climate change despite
alarming changes in just the
last 10 years.

To return to the ques-
tion — are we exceptional?

Yes, but we have become far
more dangerous than at any
time in the past — armed to
the teeth and often resorting
to violence by preference.

Does anyone think the
turmoil in the Middle East
will ever end? Any pauses
seem to last long enough
for warring parties to catch
their breath long enough to
rearm for the next outbreak.

Ditto for Ukraine and bor-
dering countries in Eastern
Europe and looming threats
in the Far East or even
threats between ordinarily
friendly neighbors. It’s never
a safe time with bullies in
charge and globally, there
are a lot of grievance driven
bullies looking for fights.

It isn’t just political bul-
lies: other issues loom.
What about gene editing
without considering the
consequences for other
species and the ease with
which novel viruses and
other pathogens can be cre-
ated on low budgets almost
anywhere? Or what about
the looming threat that
artificial intelligence poses
to a growing number of jobs
in the future?

Lots to be concerned
about and so far, no solu-
tions.

Dr. William Brown is
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the
InfoHealth series at the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library.
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Obituaries & In Memoriam

A tribute to Ilze Andzans

from the Niagara-on-the-Lake
Public Library board

We, her friends and colleagues on the Niagara-on-the-
Lake Public Library Board, are deeply saddened by Ilze’s
recent passing. During our time together, we came to know
her not only as a thoughtful and dedicated board member
but as a passionate advocate for the library and its place in
the heart of our community.

I1ze believed deeply in the power of libraries to connect
people, spark curiosity, and foster lifelong learning. She
brought warmth, insight, and determination to every
conversation. As an avid reader, she always had a book to
recommend. She was also a regular participant in library
activities, especially our fundraising events, often with
her daughter, Olivia. Her contributions helped shape the
direction of our work, always with an eye toward inclusion,
accessibility, and community impact.

She also had a wonderful way of combining her love
of photography and road travel with her appreciation for
libraries, visiting branches across eastern Canada and the
northeastern United States, always in search of new ideas
and possibilities. That spirit of exploration and optimism
was inspiring.

More than anything, I1ze was a friend. Thoughtful,
curious, and full of quiet strength, she made our time on the
board richer and more meaningful. Her legacy lives on in
the work she helped shape and in the hearts of those who
had the privilege to serve alongside her.

In honour of Ilze, the Board has launched a Read it
Forward initiative to celebrate her passion for learning
and discovery. Donations made in her memory are helping
to grow the Library’s photography section — one of her
favourite areas — so that future readers can find inspiration
just as she did. We hope her story encourages others to
share the joy of reading with the community, whether by
contributing to Read it Forward or simply passing along a
great book.

Ilze will be missed, but never forgotten. Her spirit lives
on in every book shared and every reader inspired.

g
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Else Suba

SUBA, Else —

Passed away peacefully in her sleep surrounded by love at Heatherwood Retirement
Home on Thursday September 25, 2025, at the age of 93. Beloved wife of the late George
Suba (2018). Loving mother of Sandor (Clara) and Susan. Caring Grandma, Oma and
Nagymama of Angela, Daniel (Amber), Kristina and Madelen. Adored Great Oma of
Victor and Ellena. Dear sister of Henry. She will be fondly remembered by her nieces,
nephews and friends.

Else spent much of her adult life in the service of her family, her community and of
course her gardens. She always looked for ways to help others and lend a hand at home
or afar. She contributed her time and skills for many years to the Folks Arts Society.
She volunteered and was a proud member of the Christ Church McNab community. In
her last years she was honoured to knit and crochet close to 100 baby blankets for the
Medical Humanitarian Aid of Hope. She cherished her lifetime friends, church friendships, and wonderful friends she
met at the Heatherwood Retirement home. Thank you to the ever caring and wonderful Dr. J and Staff

Cremation has taken place. A celebration of life will be held at a later date. Those who wish may make a memorial
donation to Medical Humanitarian Aid of Hope, the Alzheimer’s society and any other charity that is close to your heart
would be appreciated in her memory. Memories, photos and condolences may be shared at www.morganfuneral.com.

Irene Ford

FORD, Irene —

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Irene at St Catharines General
Hospital at 2 p.m. on Sept. 29. Irene passed peacefully with her husband Gordon and
daughter Carol by her side.

Treasured wife of Gordon Ford and loving Mother to Wendy (Patriquin) and Carol
(MacNeil), Grandmother to Zach, Lane and Luke. Irene was born in Urmston, England in
1946 and is survived by her 5 siblings Steve, Ian, June, David and Andrew. Predeceased by
her mother Edith Curr and father Harold Taylor.

Irene met her husband Gordon in Manchester, England at the age of 18, they were
married over a year later on Christmas Eve 1966. Irene came to Canada in 1974 with her
husband and two daughters where they settled in the GTA and then later in Niagara-on-
the-Lake where she lived for the past 37 years.

Irene worked at Brock University for over 20 years in the Bursary department before retiring, she was an active member
of St Andrews Presbyterian Church in NOTL for many years where she greatly enjoyed being a member of the choir and a
church Elder. Irene was a kind and generous soul and will be greatly missed by her family, friends and community.

In keeping with Irene’s wishes, cremation has taken place. A celebration of life will be held at St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church, 323 Simcoe St., Niagara-on-the-Lake on Thursday, Oct. 2, 2025, at 2 p.m. Interment to follow in church cemetery.
All invited to a time of fellowship following the celebration at the Kirk Hall next door to the church. In lieu of flowers
those who wish may make a memorial donation to the Canadian Cancer Society. Memories, photos and condolences may

be shared at www.morganfuneral.com.
Judith “Judy’ Van Lammers

Van LAMMERS, Judith “Judy” —

Judy lived life with warmth, laughter and a spark that lit up every room she
entered. Predeceased by her husband Robert “Bob” Harold Van Lammers, she
leaves behind cherished memories as mother of Lisa (Martin) and Susan (Marc),
and as “Gannie” to her beloved grandchildren: Kellan, Matthew, Paul and
Emma.

She was predeceased by her sister, Carole Anne Kavanagh (John), and is
survived by her brothers: Terry (Debbie) and Tommy (Lydia) Clancy. Her late-
in-life partner, Philip Nicholas, mourns her deeply.

Born in Toronto and raised in Ottawa, Judy moved back to Toronto as a
teenager where she attended Loretto Abbey High School and began nursing
studies at Saint Michael’s Hospital. True to her adventurous spirit, she
ultimately pursued a career in Secretarial Administration, excelling as Executive Assistant to the Director of the Toronto
Metropolitan Separate School Board for many years.

Judy’s sociable nature meant she was never short of friends; from childhood friends in Ottawa, high school classmates,
young families in the Henry Farm community, to the many teammates and wives she met through Bob’s sporting life, her
connections endured across decades.

The sudden loss of Bob at only 60 was a heartbreaking shock that altered the course of the family. Judy’s strength and
resilience shone through, guiding her forward with courage as she created a new life near her daughters in Niagara-on-
the-Lake. There she embraced her new community with her signature energy and spirit-engaging with her condo board,
playing bridge several times a week and serving as the driving force behind countless outings and gatherings. In doing so,
she wove a rich tapestry of friendships in her new home.

Judy’s story came full circle when she reconnected with Phil, an old friend from Bob’s hockey community. Their
companionship blossomed into a loving partnership that allowed them to share their golden years together. Judy’s
spontaneity, resilience and enthusiasm for life will be remembered and cherished by all who knew her.

In honouring Judy’s wishes cremation has taken place. A Celebration of Life will take place a later date.

Arrangements entrusted to Considerate Cremation & Burial Services, 26 Nihan Drive, St. Catharines (between Lake
Street & Scott Street), 289-362-1144. Online condolences may be made at CCBSCares.ca
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Getready
for abrand-new
OntarioPlace

Toronto’'s waterfront is being revitalized to
become a year-round destination. It's going
to be the perfect place for family-friendly
fun and one-of-a-kind memories.

Learn more at ontario.ca/OntarioPlace

-
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SELLING YOUR HOME?

CALL ANGELIKA (289) 214-4394
FREE HOME EVALUATION - GET YOUR HOME SOLD!!!

EFl| LuxuryHomEs.com™ Ye
Showcasing your luxury
home world-wide while working

with top brokers in the industry!
Proud member of LuxuryHomes.com

TOP 1% AGENT IN SALES IN
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!"

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT

REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD §°rf‘e[§§32§ ? listg lobally 3

L]
+ o9 Toronto Regional

[ ]
[ ]
® ¢ Real Estate Board

 Free packing of your house / estate . Passionate to be of service « Over 12 years of real estate
cleanup/decluttering services*** « We offer a 24/7 open line of communication business

« World class videography, photos and « Several testimonials and 5 star reviews « Knowledge in all aspects of real
drone footage, high quality hard properties (waterfront, residential,
cover print brochures & advertising * * * * * agricultural, commercial and
in print media « Respected by colleagues and community leases)

« Large social media presence and « Long term presence in Niagara-on-the-Lake. « Up to date on Mortgage trends and
extensive unique marketing Local Right at Home Realty Team Office in state of economy, strategy to sell
techniques NOTL (Over 6000 in GTA, #1 independent « Contribution to charities

» Your property will be globally listed brokerage in the GTA for 10 years*¥*) « Your property is advertised on all
gaining world wide exposure and will . Angelika previously owned a highly 23 Real Estate boards in Ontario
be seen on all real estate boards in successful marketing/media business in plus globally listed in over 200
Ontario Toronto for over 20 years. Built relationships countries

« Home renovation experience with Fortune 500, big banks, CTV, Global,

« Help Elderly Relocate Olympics, Film Festival.

FEATURED LISTINGS

COND 2 BED BUNGALOW

. 5,400 SQFT /

: 1!Qm W FINISHED /

P

I (L muu
| P2 $1,399,000 L $1,049,000

13 OAK DRIVE 267 VICTORIA STREET  707-81 SCOTT STREET 7 SANDALWOOD CRES

15 ANDRES STREET 14894 NIAGARA RIVER PKWY

$2,100,000 ~  $709,000 L v 7$849,0070  3 $999,000

e oM

507 MISSISSAGUA ST 7 WINDSOR CIRCLE 3-1448 NIAGARA STONERD 11 HOPE AVENUE 1898 CONCESSION 4 RD 318 CONCESSION 3 ROAD

RIGHT &

496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NIJAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
By F o R o e T R e ey HDME

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE TEAM
Bringing GTA Buyers to Niagara-On-The-Lake & ASSOCIATES

#1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTA FOR LUXURY REAL ESTATE
10 YEARS*

*Based on closed transactions in the Burlington / Niagara Right At Home Realty Office, 2022, 2023,2024 **TRREB Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31,2022, combined units sold.
***FREE GIFT OF 10 HOURS OF PACKING AND DECLUTTERING SERVICES




