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Carving out a good time

Annual Wonders of Wood competition brings out carvers from across Ontario
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Bob Warkington of Virgil displays his wood carvings at the Wonders of Wood competition at the community centre on Saturday. Story on Page 11. DAVE VAN DE LAAR
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A day to remember Sty

Remembrance Day ceremonies Purple Poppies honour animals Victoria Cross recipient honoured

A new headstone is revealed during a ceremony to
honour the late Maj. Benjamin Geary. Page 5

Animals have historically played roles in wars. Read
about how purple poppies remember them. Page 8

People gathered Monday at NOTL's two cenotaphs to
remember the sacrifies of Canadians. Page 6

Challenging development is a matter of ‘right and wrong,” Burroughs says

At the committee of the
whole meeting, the applica-

from councillors against the
necessary bylaw amend-
ments resulted in an overall

Applications for an
official plan amendment

41-unit development at 223
and 227 Mary St.

a matter of morality.
Discussions became

Julia Sacco
Local Journalism Initiative

The Lake Report

Coun. Gary Burroughs
says challenging the
Ontario Land Tribunal is
about more than money, it’s

heated during Tuesday
evening’s committee of the
whole meeting as council-
lors discussed their course
of action with the tribunal,
in regards to a controversial

The proposed develop-
ment requires an official
plan and zoning bylaw
amendment, which town
staff recommended.

In September, a tie vote

refusal of the proposal.

The applicant, NPG Plan-
ning Solutions, appealed
this decision to the Ontario
Land Tribunal.

and zoning bylaw amend-
ment were considered at

a committee of the whole
planning meeting and a
following council meeting
in September.

tions were approved in prin-
ciple, they were later lifted
for discussion at the council
meeting and approved.

Continued on Page 2
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SIMPSON’S

Pharmacy: 905.468.2121 | Apothecary: 905.468.8400

Shop from the comfort of home www.simpsonspharmacy.ca
In-store | Curbside pick-up or | FREE local delivery | * Orders over $S15

Join us for monthly
Customer Appreciation Days:
Every 3rd Wednesday of the Month

Customers 60+:
Every Last Thursday of the Month
ONLINE & IN-STORE P
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NEW SNOW TIRE DEALS

UPTO $160 IN REBATES

Manufacturer rebates on
BFGoodrich, Bridgestone,
Hankook, Kumho Tire & more

FREE tire storage with purchase

The price we quote is the price you pay
Call us: 905-687-9456

AUTOCARE

CENTRE 256 East & West Line, Virgil

www.caughillauto.com

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Send a letter to the editor to

editor@niagaranow.com
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Continued from Front Page

At that same council
meeting, the amendments
were quashed.

Coun. Maria Mavridis
said voting on the bylaw
was procedural since the
application was already ap-
proved.

“To not approve our own
bylaw makes zero sense to
me,” she said.

Tuesday night, councillors
voted in favour of settling
the appeal. Only council-
lors Burroughs, Sandra
O’Connor and Tim Balasiuk
voted against the motion.

Before voting, Burroughs
urged councillors to put
legal costs aside and act on
principle.

“Sometimes there’s right
over wrong and it’s very
important that we don’t take
it casually,” he said.

Coun. Erwin Wiens
argued that properly manag-
ing council funds is a matter
of right and wrong.

“Councillor Burroughs
mentioned the budget. Last
budget meeting we talked
about cutting winter coats to
our bylaw officers, cutting
from our parks and not fix-
ing roads. That’s the result

LAKESHORE ROAD

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa argued that fighting the appllcant
at the OLT would result in a huge price tag. JULIA SACCO

of fighting something (at the
tribunal),” he said.

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
dismissed accusations that
council is simply taking
staff direction.

“This was a report that
was approved by council,”
he said, referring to the
Mary St. rezoning applica-
tion shown to council on
Sept. 24.

“We have council-ap-
proved minutes to confirm
that decision.”

Some members of council
are “politically motivated”
when voting against the
bylaw, Zalepa said.

“As far as I’'m concerned,
it makes you suspect to
legal recourse,” he said.

“We’ve got a council-

36 THE PROMENADE

approved report, we have
council-approved minutes to
approve that decision, but a
failure to pass the bylaw to
implement.”

O’Connor took issue with
the accusation of being po-
litically motivated, she said
in response.

“I voted the same way
consistently on this issue
and council did vote to not
implement it, so that is a
council decision as well,”
O’Connor said.

Certain council mem-
bers deny 80 per cent of all
development applications,
Wiens said during the dis-
cussion period.

“I never hear a good argu-
ment as to why it doesn’t fit
with our staff,” he said.

Wiens said that Zalepa
was right to refer to these
actions as being political.

“It sounds good, ‘we
fought the big bad devel-
oper’,” he said.

Mavridis gave the chair to
O’Connor to share her feel-
ings during the meeting.

The units proposed pro-
vide the exact kind of hous-
ing Niagara-on-the-Lake is
desperate for, Mavridis said.

“Yes it’s surrounded by
single-family homes, but
that’s what we have here.
That’s the only property
left to build on— the vacant
property we have all have
existing homes around
them,” she said.

Developers have been
accommodating at respond-
ing to council requests too,
she said.

Mavridis was offended at
the way things went down
in regards to opposing the
bylaw, she said.

“I do feel the application
was approved,” she said.

While the motion to settle
and approve the bylaw was
approved, final approval
will be determined at the
upcoming council meeting
on Nov. 26.
juliasacco@niagaranow.com
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$2,189,000
MLS X9413293
Patricia Atherton

$999,000
MLS X9414862
Patricia Atherton
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Nicole Vanderperk & Christopher Bowron
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The new 14,300-square- foot Foodland store will be rlght next to the Garrison House, Adam Hawley says. JULIA SACCO

Foodland coming to the Village next year

Julia Sacco

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Come this time next year,
there’ll be a new place in
Niagara-on-the-Lake to pick
up everything you need to
make breakfast, lunch and
dinner.

Set to open late next year,
the Foodland grocery store
is currently under construc-
tion at the Village Centre,
111 Garrison Village Dr.

“That’s the address of all
of our retailers there, it’s
going to be right beside the
Garrison House,” Adam
Hawley, vice-president of
Traditional Neighbourhood

Developments, told The
Lake Report.

The store has been a long
time coming and the build-
ing features a simple design
that will fit right into the
Garrison Village commu-
nity, he said.

In a media release made
public Thursday, the store
is said to feature a “next-
generation design” that will
offer an elevated shopping
experience while also sup-
porting local growers and
producers.

“From living here for a
long time, you get a sense
that we could have more
food store options,” Haw-
ley said.

That feeling was con-
firmed with a market study,
he said.

“As much as we have
great options and food
stores in Niagara-on-the-
Lake already, we can have
more. It’s going to give
us a variety and that bit
of competition is going
to be great for residents,”
Hawley said.

The store will be 14,300
square feet, the media
release said — Hawley
noted it will be larger than
the Independent on Queen
Street, which he guesses
is around 7,000 square
feet, but smaller than the
Virgil Independent, which

he puts at around 20,000
square feet.

Developers built a base-
ment to help with storage,
he said.

“It’s going to be full ser-
vice, but it’s not a huge store
by any means,” Hawley said.

Construction is set to be-
gin soon and residents will
be able to track the store’s
progress and view design
concepts through interactive
QR codes available outside
the site and on social media.

The store will be owned
and operated by Niagara
resident Lindsey Bridge-
man who currently manages
Sobeys Niagara Falls.
juliasacco@niagaranow.com
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Bring this ad in for 10% off
lunch on any Monday,
Tuesday or Wednesday

in November!

' WINE BOUTIQUE
& TASTING BAR

| Open 7 days a week

Wine tastings
oftered daily

®  Walk-ins Welcome for Wine
Tasting! _Bes_ervuhnns r.rvmluhle_

Winter parking and Clearmg rules in effect

Richard Wright
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

It may not look or feel like
it, but these are the looming
days of winter.

For those who supersti-
tiously dare not speak its
name, the town of Niagara-
on-the-Lake has gone and
done it for you and officially
broached the S-word.

“Be in the know when
it comes to snow!” reads a
Nov. 6 news release penned
by communications consul-
tant Marah Minor.

The public service an-
nouncement proactively lets
the public know that winter
parking restrictions and
snow removal procedures
are in effect.

The communication
continues with safety tips
for stormwater ponds and
general cold weather sug-
gestions.

It also encourages the use
of online services to report
hazardous road conditions
through the town’s service
request web form.

“Staff is focused on en-
suring timely and efficient

NOTL's winter rules are now in effect. FILE

responses to maintain road
safety and safeguard the
community before, during,
and after weather events,”
said the statement.
Snow removal

* Keep snow on your
property: Avoid piling
snow from your driveway
or walkways onto the road.
When shovelling, place
snow on the right side of
your driveway (when facing
the street) to minimize the
amount pushed back by
plows.

e Clear fire hydrants:
Keep hydrants visible
and accessible, as quick

access may be critical in
emergencies.

* Garbage and recycling
placement: Position garbage
and recycling bins near, but
not on, the road to allow for
smooth plowing operations.

* Snow removal safety:
Avoid pushing or blowing
snow onto public roads, as
this can endanger drivers
and may incur a fine under
the Highway Traffic Act.

Utilize the town’s online
plow tracker

The online plow tracker
is an interactive digital map
that keeps the community
updated on winter road

maintenance and response
efforts. It features real-time
information about salting,
sanding and snow plowing
operations.

The town has even taken
to naming its fleet of six
snowplows and two side-
walk plows.

“Look out for Sled Zep-
pelin, Buzz Ice-Clear,

Ctrl Salt Delete, Skip the
Ditches, Catch my Drift,
Darth Blader, Snow-be-gone
Kenobi and Scoop Dogg as
they help keep our streets
and sidewalks clear this
winter.”

Additional winter

safety tips

Help neighbours: Offer
snow-clearing assistance to
those who may need it.

Allow plow time: Under
severe weather conditions,
please allow at least 24 hours
after snow stops for Town
plows to reach all streets.
Regional plows are respon-
sible for snow clearing for
regionally owned roads.

Stay informed: Follow
the town on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter for
real-time weather and road
maintenance updates.

i CPAP.. 23

CPAP AND SLEEP APNEA SUPPLIES
111A Garrison Village Dr., Suite 202

For appointment call 289-868-9212.

stdavidsvetclinic.com

St.Davld’s

Photos with Santa
NOV. 30' 10-2 p|m| \

Proud to support
local news!

WAY

MPP Niagara Falls proudly
representing Niagara-on-the-Lake

905-357-0681

BILLYBUSH /| YARD RESCUE
Local Area Certified Gardener / Greens Keeper

~ P
\ ¢
\-. . : Call or text
A o 289.969.1527

= Fall Cleanups
= Superior Trimming and Pruning
= Small Tree and Shrub Removal

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com
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Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The roots of Kumari
Goonewardene’s neigh-
bour’s tree have infiltrated
the foundation of her home.

And she’s not quite sure
what to do about it.

She’s worried about the
state of her home, where she
also operates her business,
Blue Skies Bed & Break-
fast. She says she’s tried to
resolve the issue with the
help of the town of Niagara-
on-the-Lake, but nobody
has been able to help her.

The culprit, a large ma-
ture tree in her neighbour’s
yard, is right next to the
fence that separates their
properties.

The tree has long roots
that extend underneath her
home, affecting Goonewar-
dene’s ability to run her bed
and breakfast.

The back deck of her
home has been ripped up to
deal with the roots growing
underneath and she’s had
people helping her redo her
lawn.

Typically, she opens
the bed and breakfast for
business from April to
November — this year, it

was closed from April to
late June.

Goonewardene said she
didn’t want to have guests
while the outside of her
home was unpresentable.

Earlier this year, she tried
to get a closer look at the
tree’s roots.

“I was getting my gar-
dener to dig the roots out
and expose the roots,” she
said.

After this, Goonewardene
said her neighbour contact-
ed the town office, which
sent over an arborist who
said she could not do any-
thing to the roots without a
tree removal permit.

Ten arborists suggested
that the neighbour simply
cut down the tree, which
they have refused to do,
Goonewardene said.

The neighbour, who lives
at 5 Park Crt., refused to
comment on the situation.

Coun. Sandra O’Connor
visited Goonewardene’s
home about three months
ago.

One of the issues is that
while the roots are on
Goonewardene’s property,
the tree they belong to is
on the neighbour’s land,
O’Connor said.

She said the town does not

Kumari Goonewardene steps over the roots of her

neighbour’s tree, which are affected the foundation of her
home. The town has not taken any action and has instead
fined her $500 for cutting the root. The neighbour won't
agree to remove the tree. JULIA SACCO

have control over the private
tree unless somebody wants
to cut it down.

“We are kind of caught
in a very difficult situation
on the legal side of things,”
O’Connor said.

If Goonewardene hires
a professional to confirm
that damage in her founda-

We

and keep our economy moving forward.

tion is due to the roots, the
town may be able to help,
O’Connor said.

“We don’t have that cer-
tification of certainty that
that is what is happening.
We are caught between two
private citizens here.”

On Aug. 27, Goonewar-
dene provided a structural

engineer’s report showing
the damage to town staff
and so far has heard noth-
ing, she said.

Cindy Carter lives at 32
Park Crt., across the road
from Goonewardene.

“I was the one who
advised her to call you,”
Carter said.

The damage from the tree
rooting is obvious and ap-
palling, she said.

“The roots have gone in
and it’s cracked (the founda-
tion), their weeping tiles.
They’ve had their whole
backyard dug up. It’s one

heck of a mess,” Carter said.

She can’t understand
why the neighbours won’t
agree to take the tree down,
Carter said.

“The world has gotten
to be a sad place. If you
can do something to help
somebody, wouldn’t you?”
she said.

Carter also noted three
security cameras put into
place by the owner at 5
Park Crt.

“(Goonewardene and her
husband) are now having to
endure three security cam-
eras recording all activity
and conversations in their
backyard,” Carter said in an
email to The Lake Report.

Root of the problem: Neighbour’s tree is causing foundation damage

Goonewardene said she
closed her business again in
late October because guests
were uncomfortable with
the cameras while using the
deck.

“Nobody used the deck
this year after seeing the
camera,”’ she said.

Gonnewardene met
with fire chief Jay Plato
last month, demanding an
exemption letter allowing
them to cut down the tree.

She said since the conver-
sation, the town gave her a
$500 fine for cutting a root.

The Lake Report spoke
with Plato Friday morning,
Nov. 8 and he confirmed
that the town is excusing
itself from the issue.

“Where we’ve landed with
this situation is that it’s a
civil issue between neigh-
bours,” he said.

The particulars of the
situation are not straight-
forward from the applicable
bylaw, Plato said.

“The unique piece here
is that through the defini-
tion within the bylaw, the
tree and everything above
ground is on the neighbour’s
property — we can’t permit
somebody to cut down their
neighbour’s tree.”
juliasacco@niagaranow.com

have a plan that's
connecting Ontario

We're building new roads, highways and bridges
to shorten your daily commute by up to an hour

We're also leading the largest public transit expansion
in North America to connect growing regions.

All so you can get around faster, safer, easier

See what we're building in your community at
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Victoria Cross recipient honoured

Richard Wright
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The resting place of
former Niagara-on-the-Lake
resident and First World War
hero Maj. Benjamin Geary
at St. Mark’s Cemetery has
been adorned with a new
monument to commemorate
his life and valour.

A dedication ceremony
was held Sunday, Nov. 10,
the eve of Remembrance
Day, on the grounds of the
church he attended from
1972 until he died in 1976.

“It is our deep honour to
be able to remember him
in this way and to bring
forth his memory into this
present time, and to pledge
ourselves to never forget
the heroic deeds that he
and all those he fought with
achieved,” said Leighton
Lee, St. Mark’s reverend, at
the ceremony.

Geary was born in Lon-
don, England in 1891 and
served in the English forces
during the First World War,
where he was awarded the
Victoria Cross for conspicu-
ous bravery and determina-
tion on Hill 60 near Ypres,
Belgium in 1915.

= ‘G 3 : o =
Members of the public gathered at St. Mark's cemetery
Nov. 10 to hear Rev. Leighton Lee dedicate a new stone
in memory of Maj. Benjamin Geary who won the Victoria
Cross in 1915. RICHARD WRIGHT

It was during this battle
that a bullet struck him in
the head, wounding him
and causing him to lose
complete sight in one eye,
most of his sight in the
other eye as well as some of
his hearing.

Despite these wounds,
Geary would continue to
fight after a stay in hospital.

In the summer of 1918,
he was again wounded, this
time in the stomach.

“It was while lying on
the battlefield, not sure if
he was going to survive,
that he felt called to the
Christian ministry,” read a

passage from a biography
presented to attendees at the
ceremony.

Geary would stay true
to his battlefield pledge,
becoming an ordained dea-
con in 1921 and a priest the
following year.

In 1928, he moved to
Canada where he accepted a
position “with an organiza-
tion whose charter was to
promote fellowship among
the various denominations,”
continued the bio.

When the Second World
‘War broke out, he enlisted
in the Canadian Army
with the hopes of serving

overseas, but his superiors
decided he would best serve
as a commander training
troops at Camp Borden,
now known as Canadian
Forces Base Borden.

After the war, he would
g0 on to serve 24 years as
Sergeant at Arms in the On-
tario Legislature and retired
to Niagara-on-the-Lake in
1972 where he became a
member of St. Mark’s par-
ish.

And now, near the
entrance of the St. Mark’s
cemetery in front of a pair
of headstones adorned with
the names of Geary and
family members, a new
stone tells his story.

“This is very special to
have a Victoria Cross win-
ner in our cemetery,” said
veteran and NOTL resident
Allan Magnacca, who was
in attendance for the dedica-
tion.

Magnacca takes great
pride in calling Geary a fel-
low NOTLer.

“He ended up living in
Niagara-on-the-Lake, he
was a member of St Mark’s,
one of our readers, and so
he just isn’t in our cemetery
— he was part of us.”

wright@niagaranow.com
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Pop-up Sale
IS BACK!

Clothing and Accessories:
Vintage * Current * Designer

Sat. Nov. 23 - Sun. Nov. 24
10 am - 5 pm
Where: 13 Luther Ave, NOTL

(Corner Luther & Shakespeare Ave)
Parking : one side of both streets only

I look forward to seeing you there!

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Send a letter to the editor to

editor@niagaranow.com
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MICHELLE REYNOLDS, BROKER
DIRECT‘ 905.401.8874 -

NHCHELLE@ROYALLEPAGE.CA
125 QUEEN ST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

Welcome to this exceptional 2 bed , 2 bath waterfront home that seamlessly |
blends rustic charm with modern elegance. What sets this waterfront home
apart is its versatile design, offering the unique ability to convert back to two
separate living quarters. Waterfront living may be closer than you think.

COUNTRY LIVING 899 LINE 1,

country lot, located on a coveted street known for its tranquility and charm.
This property offers a canvas for personalization, promising endless
possibilities to create your dream rural retreat.

WATERFRONT 4 FIRELANE 6A -$1, 185 000

NOTL -$849,000

Welcome to your charmi sancry in the heart of Port Dalhou
renovated bungalow, is just a leisurely stroll from the tranquil shores of Lake
Ontario. With over 1,700 square feet of finished living space, this 3+1 bed /
2bath home offers the ultimate comfort for living and entertaining.

430 CONCESSION. 7 NOTL - $1,750,000

Versatile Country Home on 5 Acres with Commercial Greenhouse. Discover
this charming single-family home featuring 3+1bedrooms and 1bath, set on 5

picturesque acres in the heart of Niagara-on-the Lake, a town known for its
stunning landscapes and vibrant community.

CHELELE REYNOLDS

FULLY UPDATED WITH INLAW POTENTIAL 764 GREEN STREET -

Welcome to your dream home—a stunning example of modern eregance and versatility. This luxurious detached single-family residence offers over 2,500
square feet of impeccably finished living space, 3+2 bed, 3 bath designed for both comfort and sophistication. Step into an expansive open-concept layout

that seamlessly blends style and functionality. Every detail has been thoughtfully curated in this fully renovated masterpiece, creating a space that is as
beautiful as it is practical.An expansive, finished basement features a separate entrance, making it perfect for an in-law suite or income-generating rental.

3

This fully,

$1,675,000

WATERFRONT 6 FIRELANE 14D -$549,000

Located within the serene enclave of the Share Co-Operative, discover the

charm of cottage #6 in the "Pinegrove Owners" community. This rare gem

offers an opportunity to create your own haven amidst the tranquil backdrop
of Lake Ontario. A unique chance to own a retreat for weekends.

' D-is"c&/_é_ra;/é ';')érfe'ct séﬁcfué?y'ih'tﬁe'hi'ghly sought-after Cole Farm
neighbourhood with this meticulously maintained 2 bed/ 2 bath home.
Boasting a private backyard with pool this home combines modern updates
with classic charm and is designed for ultimate comfort and sophistication.

*h-
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Youth

Richard Wright
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The firsthand perspec-
tives of the two major global
conflicts of the 20th century
are fading.

With every passing year,
fewer and fewer veterans
remain alive to tell the he-
roic and tragic stories of the
fallen, and the survivors, as
a result of Canada’s partici-
pation in both world wars.

In fact, there is not a
single Canadian alive today
who fought in the First
World War.

However, it is the purpose
of Remembrance Day to
ensure those of us still here
remain mindful — a mind-
fulness that recollects the
horror and sacrifice of all
wars as told by the genera-
tions before.

This year on Remem-
brance Day in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, the masses
gathered at the Queen
Street clock tower cenotaph
on Nov. 11 for the annual
ceremony.

Among them were the
old, the not-so-old and the
young — the stewards of
the memories many Canadi-
ans strive to keep alive.

Of them, Grade 7 students
from NOTL’s St. Michael
Catholic School stood along
the curb of the town’s ma-
jestic main corridor watch-
ing the parade of both active
and veteran service people,
the laying of wreaths and
the voices of their leaders.

Huddled in a bunch, they

]

% l/wu b’

help keep memory of

)

[

lEg
!3:' :

i

Mariia Yevtushemko and her mother Tatiana moved to Canada from Ukraine two years ago. On Nov. 11, Mariia read the
famous Canadian poem “In Flanders Fields” as part of the Remembrance Day service. RICHARD WRIGHT

were all too young to re-
member life during the two
world wars.

For that reason, every
Nov. 11, since 1919 — one
year after First World War
hostilities ceased in Europe
— those committed to the
cause of honouring Cana-
da’s veterans have decided,
annually, to never let them
forget.

For 12-year-old St. Mike’s
student Luke Simpson, be-
ing there on Queen Street
created a sense of respect
and appreciation for those
who gave so much.

One of the first things he

spoke of when asked what
this day meant to him was
sacrifice.

“It meant a lot because I
got to see all the veterans
who sacrificed something
for their country,” he said
about the many men and
women in attendance who
either served or continue to
serve in the military.

Simpson was grateful to
his school for making sure
it didn’t let him forget.

“We learn a lot about
what they did for us, for us
to live and have freedom
and that there are others
that are still fighting for

their freedom,” he said.

The service gave him
a perspective of just how
valuable those freedoms
and lives are.

“You see all of us coming
together,” he said, “signify-
ing that it’s a better time
than it was.”

“It feels like a nation
united.”

“I'm very proud, and I'm
really happy that we live in
a country where we can live
safely, and we don’t need to
worry about air strikes or
anything,” he added.

Hell from above is
something that 13-year-old

Mariia Yevtushemko knows
all too well about.

The Royal Oak student,
who moved from Ukraine
to Canada with her fam-
ily two years ago to flee
the war happening there,
was chosen by the NOTL
Legion to recite the poem
“In Flanders Fields.”

She had never heard of
Remembrance Day before
moving to Canada and was
grateful for the opportunity
to experience it with her
new fellow citizens.

“I'm really thankful for
Canada for being here
because all the people who

soldiers alive
L

are here are really nice,” she
said.

It’s her experiences in
Ukraine, her opportunity
to recite the poem and a
feeling of being protected in
Canada that gives Yevtush-
emko her understanding of
what peace means to people
here.

“Everyone is friendly and
everything is peaceful,” she
said of her time in Niagara-
on-the-Lake.

There’s no fights,” she
started, correcting just
slightly. “I mean, maybe a
little friendly fight, but not,
like, big. It’s safe.”

Twelve-year-old Sienna
deSouza is a classmate of
Simpson’s and she was very
interested in hearing the
names of the many people
from NOTL who served in
the world wars.

For her, it brought the
whole experience of Re-
membrance Day that much
closer to home.

“It’s really special,” she
said. “It’s crazy that so
many people, even just from
Niagara-on-the-Lake, went
to war.”

“It’s kind of surreal.”

Like Simpson, deSouza
is grateful that her school
has worked so hard to make
sure she has the knowledge
to tell the stories to others.

“It’s a big focus, which is
great,” she said.

“We just learn about it all
and how important it is,”
she added. “It’s so impor-
tant to keep the memory
alive.”

wright@niagaranow.com

Legion’s Veterans Dinner honours those who served our country
1 A

Paige Seburn
The Lake Report

As the sun set on Nov.

9, Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
Royal Canadian Legion
hall filled with veterans,
community members and
local officials for a special
Veterans Dinner to honour
those who served in both
world wars.

The evening began with
an opening ceremony,
featuring “O Canada” and a
blessing, followed by dinner.
After a brief break, toasts
were made to the king,
fallen comrades, the Legion
and guests.

The dinner continued with
a presentation by Kathryn
Jordan and concluded with
the closing ceremony and
“God Save the King.”

Among the evening’s
highlights was Jordan’s
heartfelt address. A retired
teacher associated with the

People gather for the Veterans Dinner, enjoying a meal
prepared by Paul Dolby. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Legion through her father,
John Jordan, and grand-
father, Jordan shared her
family’s deeply personal
connection to military his-
tory.

She said her father, a
young infantryman, landed
on D-Day just days after his
20th birthday. He served

with the Dundas and Glen-
garry Highlanders.

Today, she is the keeper
of her father’s military
memorabilia.

“It’s important to remem-
ber,” Jordan told The Lake
Report. “In today’s world,
it’s more important than
ever.”

Jordan frequently reflects
on her father’s resilience,
who, after witnessing the
horrors of war, returned
home to lead a life of ser-
vice. His quiet dedication
shaped him as both a father
and a role model, she said.

Jordan often recalls her
father’s reunion trips to Hol-
land, France and Belgium,
where he was warmly
greeted by communities
which still held memories of
the soldiers who fought for
their freedom.

“The people there remem-
ber because it was in their
backyard,” she explained,
referencing the grave re-
alities of war that affected
every family. “We need to
somehow learn the lessons.”

“It’s up to us to continue
the stories.”

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
also attended the dinner.

He noted Niagara-on-the-
Lake’s long military history,

which dates back to before
Confederation, such as
when Butler’s Barracks was
built to serve as a military
training camp for the armed
forces.

Today, Legion Branch
124 plays an essential role
in the community, not only
honouring those who served
— some of whom never
returned — but also educat-
ing younger generations,
said Zalepa.

“What the Legion does is
really important to our com-
munity,” he said.

Through outreach efforts,
especially in local schools,
the Legion helps build
awareness of the sacrifices
made by veterans, ensuring
this knowledge is passed
down, he said.

Also in attendance was
Andrea Kaiser, NOTL’s
regional councillor.

“There’s always amazing
camaraderie here, and it’s

great to see familiar faces
year after year,” said Kaiser.
“I look forward to the ser-
vices on Monday as well.”

The evening’s meal, pre-
pared by chef Paul Dolby,
began with an apple
walnut salad drizzled with
cider and honey dressing,
followed by a roast sirloin
with red wine sauce, gar-
lic and olive oil mashed
potatoes, and a mix of
green beans, peppers,
and candied carrots and
squash.

Dolby, who has worked
in renowned kitchens like
the Buttery, said he was
especially moved by the op-
portunity to honour veterans
with his culinary skills.

“I (am) a Legion member.
My parents were Legion
members,” he said. “Some
of these men and women
are my friends. And oth-
ers, we were in Air Cadets
together.”
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COMMUNITY
AWARENESS DAY

Hosted

% Newcomers
1 Club

Wed, Nov20 [1-3
NOTL Community Centre

All are Welcome

Drop in to meet representatives
of over 25 community & service

organizations in our town

Food donations for
Newark Neighbours are welcome

Learn more at
notlnewcomers.com
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Sacrifices remembered in Queenston o
e Rmatrane ay s o e uerston Merorl antaph o Honde Have an opinion

honoured all those who served and lost their lives in battle. Following the service in Old
Town, the 1 p.m. ceremony featured words from MP Tony Baldinelli on remembering ‘ « 7 t h dc)
those from the Niagara area who gave their lives for Canada, along with wreath layings you an ear °
at the monument on behalf of community members and organizations in honour of loved Sendal di .

ones lost. Regional Coun. Andrea Kaiser recited the names of the fallen. JULIA SACCO endaletterto e 1t0r@n1agdmnow.(0m

CHOIR!CHOIR!CHOIR!

MUSIC FROM A A CELTIC FAMILY CHRISTMAS

w/ NATALIE MACMASTER AND
CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS DONNELL LEAHY

- | FirstOntario
PERFORMING ARTS

- firstontariopac.ca oo e
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Purple poppies remind us animals served our country

Denise Ascenzo
Special to The Lake Report

It was around 1100 BC
that historic accounts
indicated the first use of
animals in battle — the
great elephants of India.

Centuries later in 331
BC, Alexander the Great
of the Roman Empire, dur-
ing the battle for Babylon,
watched as his Roman
army froze in shock and
fear when seeing elephants
charging towards them.

However, it didn’t take
Alexander the Great long
to see the weakness of the
elephants’ use and even-
tually the Roman army
captured Babylon.

The purple poppy was
first introduced by Animal
Aid of the United Kingdom
in 2006. It was to recognize
the contribution of animals
throughout history in battles
and wars.

The Royal Legion of
Great Britain did not initi-
ate the use of the purple
poppy but accepted it as a
valued way to remember the
animals that were sacrificed
during times of war.

The purple poppy cam-
paign started in Victo-

ria, B.C. in 2015 and by
November 2019, many other
cities such as Toronto and
Ottawa became involved in
the Animal Aid campaign
to recognize these heroic
victims of war.

The elephant was not the
only animal that saw war
action. Indeed many others
were enlisted to assist in
battles, and even to this day
are used.

One of these animals
we are all very aware of
is the horse but you would
be surprised by some of
the others. As mascots
besides dogs, there were
foxes, pigs, monkeys and a
black bear.

Cats were often taken
onto battleships to keep the
mouse and rat populations
under control and ensure
food stocks for the sailors
were not contaminated.
Some cats during the First
World War were also used
in the trenches for the very
same purpose.

Camels in the African
campaigns were used to
not only transport sup-
plies but also to carry the
wounded from the front
lines. Stretchers were slung
over the camel’s backs and

)

A few Sentineal Carriages horses in NOTL sport purple
poppies this time of year, to commemorate the noble
steeds who rode in battle alongside their men. SUPPLIED

each camel could carry two
wounded soldiers back to
the hospitals.

The Italians used mules
for moving supplies as well
as wounded men. Great care
was given to these animals
in keeping them clean and
healthy during the battles.

Carrier pigeons were
used for carrying messages
over great stretches of the
battlefield. A little-known
fact is that during the First
World War, there was a

great penalty given to
anyone who interfered or
killed a carrier pigeon.
Canaries were also used
in the trenches. They were
the first to detect poisonous
gasses. Unfortunately, their
method of transmitting the
message was their dying.
The dog has been the
most constant member of
the “animal brigade” having
been used by the Egyptians,
Persians, Greeks, Romans,
and Europeans. The earliest

record of dogs being used in
warfare is 600 BC with the
Greeks using dogs to rout
out Persian invaders.

Dogs were used in the
trenches during the First
World War for “mousing”
but also for carrying mes-
sages through the trench
systems. The Germans
used dogs to help lay
communications lines past
enemy posts.

Over the centuries, dogs
were trained as watchdogs,
messengers, trackers, attack-
ers and bomb-sniffing.

Dogs were used to locate
wounded airmen in the
Netherlands during the
Second World War, to
locate bodies during the
London Blitz; to sniff out
land mines in the Middle
East after the Gulf War
and even today they have
been trained to sniff out
not only bombs but drugs
in the war to keep our
countries safe of crime.

Julia Murray, the prin-
cipal of Royal Oak Com-
munity School asked the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Muse-
um’s Poppy Brigade if their
students could help as-
semble some poppy memo-
rials. The school involved

- \
/ Ringin 2025 at The Sandtrap

students from grades 3 to 8
in this project.

Not only did the students
work with the red poppies
but also the purple pop-
pies. They learnt about
the sacrifices that animals
have made over the cen-
turies to assist humans in
times of battle.

You can see some of the
students work in front of
their school on Wellington
Street and at the carriage
stand in town beside the
Prince of Wales Hotel.

Sentineal Carriages will
have two horses once again
sporting purple poppy
blankets as well as purple
poppy rosettes on some of
the harnesses.

The red poppy has been
a respected symbol since
the First World War to the
young men who defended
peace, to the doctors and
nurses who did not come
home and to the thousands
of civilians who died during
times of war.

The purple poppy is a
new addition, to remem-
ber and honour the brave
animals who have been
constant companions to
humans through times of
war and peace.

- New Year’s Eve Tickets *

= Now Available!
850 pm - 3am

Includes: Three beverage tickets, party
favours, sparkling wine toast, food, DJ,
and a shuttle ride home anywhere in NOTL

PUB & GRII..I..

348 Mary

St., 905- 468 8727
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Community Awareness Day puts residents
in touch with Valuable munlclpal resources

Richard Wright
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The Niagara-on-the-Lake
Newcomers Club wants to
connect NOTL residents —
both new and established
— to the many services,
supports and activities the
town has to offer.

The goal of the club’s
Community Awareness Day,
being held on Nov. 20 at the
NOTL Community Centre,
is twofold, says president
Megan Wood.

“(Residents) can kind of
go up and down the tables
and see what is there and
maybe they want to volun-
teer,” she said.

”From a mental health
point of view, if you’ve got
shut-ins or you have people
that aren’t connected, this
is a really nice outreach,”
she added.

The club is accepting reg-
istrations for display tables
from non-profit organiza-
tions only.

As of Nov. 8, there were
20 agencies and groups that
committed to attend.

They range from recre-
ation groups to advocacy
groups, health care ser-
vices, historical societies
and those involved in the
performing arts.

Wood said her club will
accept as many groups that

How Can

VA
)

People mingle during the NOTL Newcomers Club’s Community Awareness Day in 2023.
The club is hosting the event again this year on Nov. 20. SUBMITTED

want to take part in the day.
“It takes a lot for some of
these agencies to put some
people together and come
out to the community center
to do a public service so the
more we have and the more
people we have come out,
the better it is,” she said.
As for the Newcomers
Club itself, Wood — who

moved to NOTL in 2022
— added that the club is
only open to women and
that new faces are always
accepted.

“We have an activity
every month,” she said.

“We’ll go out to visit
Niagara College, we’ll go
out to visit the Welland
Canal Museum, we’ll do

wine tasting, we’ve got
book clubs and we’ve got
knitting clubs.

“We’ve got just a ton of
clubs ... for women to find

The Community Aware-
ness Day on Nov. 20 runs

auditorium of the commu-
nity centre.

out about their community.”

from 1 to 3 p.m. in the main

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style.
Category: CHINESE FOOD

A popular ingredient in stir fry
recipes, its name means “white
vegetable” in Cantonese.

Last issue:
Category: THE HAND THAT FEEDS YOU

Clue: Finely chop raw, lean meat, add salt,
pepper and herbs, top with a raw egg yolk
and you're on your way to a dish of beef this.

Answer: What is tartare?
Answered first by: Margie Enns

Also answered correctly (in order) by:

Jane Morris, Claudia Grimwood, Lynda Collet,
Sue Rautenberg, Bob Wheatley, Mike Gander,
Jim Dandy, Rob Hutchison, Nancy Rocca,

Wade Durling, Gail Benjafield, Catherine Clarke,
Lynda Hosty, Howard Jones, Tuija Johansson,
Marla Percy, Katie Reimer, Edna Groff,

David Spencer, Sheila Meloche, Daniel Smith

Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com,
with your name, for a chance to win

a $25 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week.
(Subject line: Riddle me this)

*REMEMBER TO PUT “"WHAT IS” FOR
JEOPARDY QUESTIONS!

Love games? Join us for fun events every
week at the Irish Harp Pub.
Details at www.theirishharppub.com

2 Sunni’s Facial Bar
Beauty & Wellness

Book a complimentary skin consultation
and receive a10% discount
on your first appointment

O]

www.sunnisfacialbar.ca. 289-257-6854

Located in Garrison Village

NWarnren

RENOVATIONS

905.468.2127

PLUMBING, HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING

Mrformance

SALES & SERVICE

HUSTLER
905-468-9735
901 East/West Line, NOTL

\/

VMD Professional
Corporation

Chartered Professional Accountants

1627 Niagara Stone Rd., Unit B2, Virgil

905-468-5300

Monday to Friday, 9 a.m.to 5 p.m.
*Accounting *Taxation *Business Services *Estate Planning
Formerly Lida Kowal Professional Corporation

Pauline Reimer Gibson is an

+CQ&

Audiologist with over 20 years of
experience who loves helping people
of all ages in the community.

Book a complimentary
hearing test today at
905.468.9176

504 Line 2 Road, Virgil ON

Pauline Reimer Gibson
Audiologist

A global leader in
hearing healthcare.

amplifon

@Grou
\gouzem/ FA|.|. SHOW, wﬂJﬁ

Gallery Hours:
Tuesday - Sunday "“L
11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

© 247 R|cc|rdo Street, N|cgoro on- The Lake .

Exhibit: e SSee A0 L 4

Oct 24 - Nov 24, 2024 £-"' 
Walker Room Gc:llery %r

niagarapumphouse.ca/exhibitions e Amuqrre

GRACE UNITED
CHURCH

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, ONTARIO
222 VICTORIA ST. 905-468-4044

Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
www.graceunitedchurch.com
Our 2015 anniversary | 1823-2024

RENT MY HUSBAND
in Niagara-on-the-Lake

See what he can do for you at:
www.rentmyhusband-notl.com

Or call me, Marion (905) 321-5776

1755 CONSTRUCTION

PUTTING NIAGARR
RESIDENTS FIRST! =

Renovations * Additions

Custom Homes * Kitchens

Decks, Fences & much more! [

289-697-5757 | JS-CONSTRUCTION.CA
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UPCOMING EVENTS:

MONDAY JAZZ & BLUES - WILBER JAMES
BLUES BAND OR THOMAS NELSON BAND

THURSDAY - DATE NIGHT WITH ED PIZZ0
$65.00 PER PERSON, CHOOSE ANY 3 MENU
ITEMS +A BOTTLE OF WINE 1/2 PRICE

'?

==X SPIII‘I’ IN NIAGARA

m: e
- -

SUN-SAT 11-9

458 LAKESHORE ROAD, NOTL
905 934 1300 | spiritinniagara.com

Screen-Smart
Vision

Today, children face new challenges with their vision due
to increased screen time. This exposure can lead to eye
strain, blurred vision, and difficulty focusing, impacting
their learning and daily activities. Vision therapy offers a
solution by providing personalized exercises and
strategies to strengthen the visual system, enhance
focus, and teach healthy screen habits. Discover how we
can support your child's eye health and ensure their
success in a screen-centric world.

DR HOPKINS & ASSOCIATES
OPTOMETRY
Sight for Life

NOTL: 905-468-8002 | 358 Mary St.
St. Catharines: 905-682-9119 | 8 Secord Dr.
www.theeyedoc.ca

PSTCHIC READINGS

BOOK A READING WITH ROBERTA

’ \\
TN

VOID OF COURSE CRYSTALS
376 MARY ST., NOTL| 90§-646-3435
voidofcoursecrystals@gmail.com

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Send a letter to editor@niagaranow.com

In 15 years, Melissa Achal has grown NEOB Lavender from two acres of leased land and 4,000 lavender plants to 12

acres of purchased land and 20,000 plants. RICHARD WRIGHT

Award-nominated lavender farm owner talks
path to success — amid expansion plans

Richard Wright
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

NOTL businesswoman
Melissa Achal’s entrepre-
neurial spirit began over 20
years ago right out of high
school.

Selling floral arrange-
ments without a brick-and-
mortar operation using a
form of retail called drop
shipping, she purchased
flowers from South America
and sent them directly to
stores across Canada.

She was breaking ground
on a way of business that
was a sparingly-known
practice during the *80s
and ’90s, but experienced a
rise in popularity when the
world fully connected to the
internet.

Despite the ease that the
online path provided and
the good amount of success
that followed, Achal decided
that any further ground-
breaking would have to be
of the literal kind.

She moved to NOTL in
2009, dropped the busi-
ness’ original name of Busy
Bee Gardens and launched
a small lavender-growing
operation and retail shop
under NEOB Lavender.

NEOB stands for Niagara
Essential Oils and Blends.

Today, Achal still owns
NEOB Lavender and this
year, she’s a double final-
ist in the Greater Niagara
Chamber of Commerce’s
Women in Business Awards.

The farming business,
now located at 933 Niagara
Stone Rd., has grown from
two acres of leased land and
4,000 lavender plants to 12

Inside the NEOB Lavender storefront on Niagara Stone
Road, the business sells lavender-infused creams, body
lotions, soaps and more. The business is expanding this
storefront from a 600-square-foot building to a new,
2,000-square-foot one. RICHARD WRIGHT

acres of purchased land,
20,000 plants.

On the retail side, NEOB
has grown from a single
location in NOTL to five
locations in Elora, Stratford
and Bracebridge and back
to NOTL with two store-
fronts.

And, the growth contin-
ues: A new, 2,000-square-
foot large storefront is
under construction outside
the farm, which will replace
NEOB Lavender’s cur-
rent store — which is 600
square feet — once it opens
next spring.

“It is a complete grass-
roots startup with only
sweat equity that has gone
into it,” Achal says.

While the business also
grows and sells other
floral products, focusing on
lavender and its byproducts
was a choice made almost
accidentally.

“We filled the greenhouse

with lavender and nothing
else,” she says of the begin-
ning.

“So we said, ‘All right,
what do we do with lavender
now?’”

“We read up on it, we re-
alized all the properties and
developed into essentials
from there.”

This is when her on-site
manufacturing plant came
into existence.

Achal started throwing
lavender experience par-
ties where she would go to
women’s houses and sell
her products ranging from
creams and body lotions
to soaps and even a line of
cosmetics.

The interest in her ser-
vices was so great it helped
spawn yet another expan-
sion and an opportunity
for her husband to join the
business.

“(The parties) helped
develop the product line so I

said, ‘Robert, you go ahead
and quit your job.””

Her husband quit his job
and the pair sold their house
and moved into a three-
season trailer for two years
as the business grew.

“We didn’t have kids at
the time, so we only had
ourselves to take care of,”
she says, noting that the
pair now have two children
and lodgings that are a little
more stable.

“The good news is that
we don’t live in the trailer
anymore,” she said.

Achal’s work took her
from a computer screen and
an order sheet to five brick-
and-mortar locations and 35
employees.

The Greater Niagara
Chamber of Commerce has
named her a finalist in the
Entrepreneurship and Ex-
cellence in Hospitality and
Tourism award categories.

For Achel, the nomina-
tions are enough to be
happy about.

“I feel pretty awesome,
definitely because all the
hard work and dedication
we put into the company is
now being recognized,” she
says, noting the “we” in her
statement for her husband.

For the message it sends
to women, especially young
women thinking about a
life in business, Achal has a
simple message.

“If you truly believe in
what you do, you can make
it happen through hard work
and dedication.”

Achal will learn if she has
won either of the awards at
a banquet on Nov. 21 at the
Sheraton Fallsview Hotel.

wright@niagaranow.com
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Carving out a good time at Wonders of Wood

Paige Seburn
The Lake Report

The Niagara Woodcarv-
ers Association’s annual
competition Wonders of
Wood, held this past week-
end in Niagara-on-the-Lake,
brought together carvers
from across Ontario and
beyond to showcase their
skill and creativity.

With displays ranging
from pine needle baskets to
towering sculptural pieces,
judges, carvers and curi-
ous onlookers were eager
to appreciate the art at the
competition’s new location:
The NOTL Community
Centre.

Colin Chilvers, president
of the association, said the
competition goes beyond
simply showcasing talent —
it’s about giving the 50-odd
members, who are passion-
ate about their craft, a plat-
form to display their work
and connect with others.

“If you do something you
enjoy, and it’s art, people en-
joy looking at it, and you get
satisfaction,” he said. “The

The best in show winner was given to David Alpearca of

-

Toronto for his carving of an Indigenous woman.

lady at my table makes
baskets out of pine needles,
and it’s fascinating to see
how she does it.”

“We’re about 225 tickets
sold and we’re open until
five, so we’re hoping and
hopeful to get close to 400
on the first day,” said Judy
Strathdee, a member of the
association.

The competition featured
three levels — novice, inter-
mediate, and open — allow-
ing carvers of all skill levels
to participate. Judges Barrie
Casement, Jim Van Oosten

and Neil Cox, all experi-
enced carvers themselves,
said the show is an opportu-
nity for growth.

“The competition is in-
tense,” said Casement. “But
it’s also about helping each
carver improve.”

“After the judging, carv-
ers often ask, ‘What can I
do to get better?” That’s our
job — to help them improve
and bring their skills and
abilities up to increased
levels,” he said.

The competition isn’t the
only avenue for learning

In a recent survey, 82% of Niagara-on-the-Lake residents said they
believe our town can attract a lot of visitors AND be a great place to live.

Scan the code below to view the complete survey results
or visit www.chambernotl.com/researchandresources

o

— members like Casement
also offer carving classes
to help participants further
develop their craft.

This year, Casement was
particularly impressed by
the diversity and creativ-
ity of the entries. “Some of
the sculptural pieces really
stood out to me,” he said.
“It’s a great way for people
to measure where they stand
and learn what they can do
to get to the next level.”

The show also served as
an introduction to the art
form for younger genera-
tions. Casement said it pro-
vides valuable educational
opportunities.

At the end of the show,
any funds raised are split,
with half going to charity,
reinforcing the association’s
commitment to support-
ing the community, said
Chilvers.

Looking ahead, Chilvers
hopes to make this venue a
regular stop for the associa-
tion’s annual competition.

“We love it here. We will
hopefully be coming back
next year,” said Chilvers.

SRR

NOTL SIP & SHOP

HOLIDAY %<
OPEN HOUSE

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
NOV. 16, 17, 23 & 24,
11AM-5PM

Discover exciting new
pieces and our well-
loved classics, such as
mugs, bowils, platters,

1648 YORK ROAD, wine goblets, and more.

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

Special guest, encaustic
painter, Colleen Green,
video demonstrations,
anddoor prizes.

We are excitedto
seeyouthere!

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com
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MISKOW GENERATORS AND ELECTRIC LTD.
THE GENERATOR SPECIALISTS

Sales

Service

Installation

9059941715

www.miskowgenerators.com

* Customer Suppc

* Essential Preventative Maintenance Packages
* All work completed by Qualified Electricians, Gas
Technicians and Certified Generac Generator

Mechanics
« EASY Financ
* FREE In-Home

*IEA,?

Generator

D
N Installation and m

Service

Electrical
Experience
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Quotations
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Keeping the memory
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Like many small towns
across the country, Niag-

B
rateful

With Bradley Hamilton

This tiny column gives tips to help promote
kindness in our lives and spread joy and happiness.

#4: Organize a car wash with
local youth to raise money
for a charity. Let people
donate what they can instead
of setting a fixed price.

ara-on-the-Lake does an
exceptional job at paying
tribute to those who have
served our nation in the
armed forces and defended
the freedoms we so readily
take for granted.

And in NOTL, each
Remembrance Day we take
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Remembrance Day ceremonies are at their best when

time not once, but twice, they're a cross-generational event. It was heartwarming

with solemn ceremonies at to see young people at this year’s service, writes editor
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the clock tower cenotaph
on Queen Street and at the
Queenston cenotaph.

Both events attract a
large contingent of ordinary
citizens — mainly, but not
exclusively, seniors, many
of whom had relatives who
fought during the two world
wars.

In NOTL, Nov. 11 is a lot
more than two minutes of
silence, political platitudes
and the laying of wreaths.

Besides the formal
ceremonies, NOTL also
does an exemplary job of
acknowledging its veterans
— including through gath-
erings at the Legion, visits
to seniors in care homes and
the unique Poppy Project.

This year, the Poppy
Brigade volunteers from
the NOTL Museum again
adorned the Queen Street
courthouse, the Legion and
the museum with handmade

emeritus Kevin MacLean. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

poppies in a spectacular
display.

And as we showed read-
ers last week, they cre-
ated a poppy garden on the
museum grounds, complete
with placards contain-
ing the names of NOTL
soldiers who gave their lives
in war.

The museum volunteers
have created thousands of
poppies for the project.

And they also expanded
the project again, bring-
ing their decorations this
year to the RiverBrink Art
Museum, which is located
beside the cenotaph in
Queenston.

With luck, perhaps this
awesome grassroots project
will expand again next year,
possibly including a poppy
installation on the new gate-
way wall at Queen Street

and Niagara Stone Road.

For people of a certain
age, whether they them-
selves served or grew up
knowing some of those
who did, wearing a poppy,
reflecting on the tragedy
of war and turning out to
publicly acknowledge those
sacrifices is an annual rite.

They join the Mounties,
legionnaires, police, fire-
fighters, cadets and others
who formally gather for the
ceremony.

With the ranks of those
who participated in the
Second World War dimin-
ished, it was heartwarming
to have so many young
people front and centre at
this year’s Remembrance
Day ceremony.

Kudos to those students
and teachers from NOTL
schools who took the time

alive

to pay their respects and
act as a bridge from gen-
erations past.

And, as The Lake
Report’s Richard Wright
documented, thanks also
to the Legion for choosing
13-year-old Royal Oak stu-
dent Mariia Yevtushemko to
recite the poem “In Flan-
ders Fields.”

She moved to Cana-
da from Ukraine with her
family two years ago to
flee the war there and was a
fitting choice to voice John
McRae’s classic poem.

Modern-day wars in
Ukraine and elsewhere
serve to remind us that
conflicts are still raging, and
men, women and children
are still dying, in wars in
many parts of the world.

Among the many young
people attending the Queen
Street ceremony, our
reporter also found 12-year-
old Sienna deSouza.

Like her classmates from
St. Michael Catholic School
in Virgil, she was on hand
to observe and pay her
respects.

Perhaps she best summed
up Remembrance Day in
NOTL and why we need to
maintain a strong connec-
tion among multiple genera-
tions.

“It’s so important to keep
the memory alive,” she said.

We wholeheartedly agree.

editor@niagaranow.com

A global leader in

and a longtime resident of Virgil. Call Julia today to book a complimentary hearing test. hearlng healthcare.

Pauline Reimer Gibson
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Roundabout in St. Davids is poor management

The following is an open
letter to Lord Mayor Gary
Zalepa and Regional Coun.
Andrea Kaiser.

Your continued support
for a roundabout in St.
Davids just amazes me. You
were elected to represent
and support the electorate
of NOTL, which you are not
doing in this case.

The council has told the
region it does not want this
roundabout, yet you con-
tinue to go against them and
a significant number of the
town’s residents.

I have a copy of the
environmental study for the
roundabout. To start with,
the study area is flawed,
because it only covers the
St. Davids urban boundary,
yet this intersection affects
almost every citizen of the
town.

The report is over 150
pages of fluff, which does
not prove one way or an-
other the best solution for
this intersection.

It does not address the
truck traffic for the grape
growers or farmers of the
town or the increased truck
traffic for the now-expand-
ing again St. Davids Cold
Storage.

==,

The roundabout planned for St. Davids is 40 feet smaller in

diameter than the one in Virgil, writes Kip Voege.

The roundabout in Virgil
is too small in diameter to
properly handle a tractor-
trailer making a left-hand
turn. This was reported just
after its construction was
completed.

The inside rear tires of
the trailer have to run up on
the skirt or curb of the inner
circle. This is extremely
hard on the tires and run-
ning gear of the trailer. This
is poor design.

According to the draw-
ing I have of the proposed
roundabout for St. Davids,
it is to be 40 feet smaller
in diameter than the one in

Virgil. This makes abso-
lutely no practical sense.

A modern traffic circle
is not appropriate for the
historical community of St.
Davids. When you study the
history of St. Davids it has
as much or perhaps even
more historical significance
than the Olde Town.

Why did they not put a
roundabout at the intersec-
tion of Four Mile Creek and
Highway 55 in Virgil? 1
have been backed up to as
far as Crossroads Public
School from this intersec-
tion.

A roundabout does

not slow traffic down, as
required in St. Davids, but
speeds it up. There are al-
ready speeding issues. The
reason for the community
safety zone and the speed
camera at the school.

A four-way stop controls
the speed in all directions.
Traffic lights control the
speed in only two direc-
tions. A roundabout controls
the speed least of the three
choices.

I have travelled through
many roundabouts across
this country. Many are well
designed, some are not. This
one is not.

A roundabout is not the
right choice for this inter-
section. All that is required
is some improvements to
the existing four way stop
with bicycle lanes and
crosswalks. Add stop signs
on the two turning lanes to
slow speeders down.

Open Line 9 from Creek
Road to Tanbark and Tan-
bark from Line 9 to Line
8. Re-direct traffic around
St. Davids via Line 7 and
Concession 6 & 7.

This is not responsible
management of our town.

Kip Voege
NOTL

Join Us for
Afternoon lea!

The timeless charm of Afternoon Tea awaits.
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Legion president Al Howse is grateful for everyone who
helped out with the Remembrance Day ceremony.

Thanks to community
for Nov. 11 participation

Dear editor:

The General Nelles
Branch 124 of the Royal
Canadian Legion would
like to once again thank the
many people throughout the
community that assisted,
took part in and attended
the Remembrance Day
services on Nov. 11.

We had a mix up with the
list of wreaths and some
families were not properly
recognized. We sincerely
apologize for the mix up, as
we know this is an emo-
tional and personal time for
them.

We thank those who read
passages and a poem.

We want to thank the

town staff who had the area
blocked off, the chairs set
up and all the small things
you don’t notice.

We thank Switzer-Carty
Transportation for the free
use of a bus.

The sound system pro-
vided by Scott Davidson
and Christie Hails worked
to perfection.

St. Michael Catholic
Elementary School’s Grade
7 history class attended.

The weather was good
and we hope we did the
veterans proud.

On behalf of our mem-
bers,

Al Howse
Branch 124 president

Headstones will not be
raised and replaced at
Negro Burial Ground

Dear editor:

I am writing to update
you on the status of the
Negro Burial Ground (also
known as the Niagara Bap-
tist Church Burial Ground)
on Mississagua Street.

As you may recall, we en-
visioned raising and replac-
ing the headstones to honour
those buried there. The
donations for this project
have surpassed $20,000 and
this funding allowed us to
finance the first phase of the
archeological assessment.

We have since determined
that the project’s costs are
higher than anticipated.
Our fundraising team has
had challenges raising the
necessary funds due to the
many worthwhile projects
within the community com-
peting for funding.

Therefore, the balance
of the funds will be used
to finance the activities
outlined below and set up
a maintenance fund for the
cemetery.

After discussions with the
Bereavement Authority of
Ontario and with the sup-

port of town staff, we have
developed an agreeable plan
of action as an alternative to
raising the headstones.

Using the generous dona-
tions already received, we
plan to undertake the fol-
lowing activities:

Delineate the site’s prop-
erty lines to identify the
area as a burial ground.

Request the owner of the
existing fence to paint it
or allow us to paint it, as it
is quite worn and needs a
fresh look.

Build a memorial to
install on the fence with the
names of those buried there.

Ask the town to adjust
existing signage to provide
better site visibility.

I appreciate your commit-
ment to this project. If you
have any questions, don’t
hesitate to get in touch with
the Friends of the Forgotten
at info@friendsoftheforgot-
ten.ca for more information.

We appreciate your sup-
port.

George Webber
Friends of the
Forgotten chair

Sun. Nov. 17th
2 p.m.

Every first and third
Sunday of the month.
Everyone Welcome!

=

Legion

Branch 124
Niagara-on-the-Lake
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(the latter two caused by
idling) while moving traffic
most efficiently through the

RCHITEXT

Brian Marshall
Columnist

It’s a race. Across On-
tario, government agencies
responsible for our road
infrastructure are running
pell-mell in a competition to
claim that their jurisdiction
is home to the most round-
abouts in the province.

One comes across them
in the strangest locations
— on a recent business trip
up to Georgian Bay, I chose
to take rural roads to avoid
traffic and, in the middle
of nowhere, at the intersec-
tion of two country roads,
with nary a car to be seen
for miles, was a brand-
new large, sleek and shiny
roundabout.

My colleague shook her
head and wryly commented
from the passenger seat,
“Our tax dollars hard at
work managing farm tractor
traffic.”

Could it be that this race
to construct these traffic
management wonders is
significantly influenced
by the fact that “sexy” (as
defined by the provincial
government) projects are
most likely to generate in-
frastructure funding by the
Ford government?

This might be a fac-
tor in the push to propose
roundabouts in a plethora of
locations ... even shoe-
horned into places which
are demonstrably unsuit-
able to take advantage of a
roundabout’s strengths in
managing traffic flows.

Let’s consider one of
these cited “strengths™: In
an intersection with bal-
anced traffic flows (traffic
volumes on the intersecting
roads served by the round-
about are roughly equiva-
lent), a roundabout will slow
the speed of traffic through
the intersection and thereby
reduce most severe types of
vehicular accidents, emis-
sions and fuel consumption

intersection.

For a moment, let’s accept
this posit in its entirety. But,
what happens when the traf-
fic flows are not balanced?

Quite simply, the low-
est volume interface to
the roundabout suffers an
access challenge and can
(does) result in a significant
vehicular back-up on the
secondary roads.

This challenge is often
seen here in NOTL at both
the Concession 6-Niagara
Stone Road roundabout by
vehicles approaching the
roundabout feature from
the south on Concession 6,
and the York Road-Glendale
roundabout if approached
from the east on York Road.

So, I must ask the
question, if the vehicular
back-ups on these two
roundabouts result in multi-
minute idling, does that
really reduce emissions and
fuel consumption through
the intersection?

Now, let’s talk about the
safety claim.

There is absolutely no
question, based upon mul-
tiple international studies,
that roundabout installations
decrease severe vehicular
accidents and fatalities
resulting therefrom.

However, according to the
Injury Lawyers of Ontario
website, data gathered and
published by the Region of
Waterloo — which has the
highest density of round-
abouts in the province —
shows a 35 per cent increase
in traffic accidents at inter-
sections where roundabouts
replaced traffic lights.

A fact confirmed in the
analysis of this data by Yue
Zhao in the 2017 thesis
presented to the University
of Waterloo entitled “Evalu-
ation of safety effects of
roundabouts in the Region
of Waterloo.”

And, as Jeff Outhit
pointed out in his article
published in the Waterloo
Record in December 2014,
“Roundabouts crashes,
injuries double in five years
in Waterloo Region,” it
isn’t a case of drivers just
getting familiar with us-
ing roundabouts, “But the
rate of fender-benders in
roundabouts is startlingly

Between 3 and 5 p.m. daily, the tailback on York Road trying to access the Glendale roundabout can often reach all the
way to Clare’s Harley Davidson, writes columnist Brian Marshall. He wonders if that's solving traffic issues.

high. It’s getting worse —
doubling in five years. Non-
fatal injuries in roundabouts
have also doubled in five
years.”

Let’s skip across the
pond to the United King-
dom where, according to
an article published in The
Guardian, titled “’Traffic
lights are so dictatorial’ ...
but are roundabouts on the
way out?” and published in
October 2015, the author,
Ian Wylie, reports “The
UK. is quietly replacing
roundabouts with traffic
lights.”

In this article, Wylie
quotes the head of transport
investment for Newcastle
City Council, Graham
Grant, stating, “Round-
abouts are brilliant at mov-
ing car traffic, but not a safe
space for people who cycle
or are crossing on foot.”

Later in the article, Grant
goes on to say, “Our cities
have been designed for
middle-aged men driving
cars, but of all the people
who need consideration,
they’re not top of the list.”

Furthermore, he points
out that roundabouts cause
significant tailbacks unless
the traffic on each approach
road is equal.

Going on to suggest that,
“A roundabout doesn’t give
us sufficient control of the
network to control priority
and demand.” And conclud-
ing with, “... sometimes you
have to actually intervene.
If gaining more control
means replacing round-
abouts, then that’s the way it
has to be.”

It seems that transporta-
tion experts in the U.K.

— given that the nation has

the highest concentration
of modern roundabouts per
road mile in the world and
more than seven decades
of experience with them —
have decided that round-
abouts are not a panacea.

To be clear, no one is sug-
gesting that roundabouts do
not have a place in our road
infrastructure, but rather,
installed only in selected in-
tersections which will take
advantage of their strengths
while not exposing motor-
ists, cyclists and pedestrians
to their weaknesses.

I submit that the centre
of St. Davids is not one of
these intersections.

Oh, and to the lord may-
or’s assertion that “There is
never a head-to-head colli-
sion” on a roundabout (as
quoted from The Lake Re-
port’s Nov. 7 article “Region
seeks ideas from residents
for St. Davids roundabout
design”), I beg to differ.

Just this past August, a
tourist — who was clearly
unfamiliar with round-
abouts — decided to turn
the wrong way on the
Niagara Stone Road-Con-
cession 6 roundabout and
met another vehicle going
the other correct way.

Now, neither vehicle was
going fast enough to cause
any significant damage but
their front bumpers did kiss.

Speaking of the lord
mayor, in another of
Richard Wright’s articles
published in this newspaper
last week (“Engineering
reports used to approve
zone change for Parliament
Oak under scrutiny”), when
speaking to concerns raised
regarding the Parliament
Oak engineering reports, he

infamously declared, “I'm
not interested in that.”

“We will get the questions
answered, but we’ll be deal-
ing with actively employed,
qualified engineers that
will be responsible for the
municipality.”

Lord Mayor Gary Zale-
pa’s dismissive comments
could be the result of simple
ignorance, but I doubt it.

Both men are citizens and
residents of Niagara-on-
the-Lake. Both are “quali-
fied” engineers and have
the professional expertise
to analyze and comment
on this type of engineering
report.

In fact, in Richard Con-
nelly’s case, for about five
decades he and his company
actually provided engineer-
ing services related to in-
frastructure in jurisdictions
across North America.

Who, I ask, could be bet-
ter qualified?

Moreover, being in no
one’s pay allows them a
level of objectivity that can-
not be bought.

Their bringing the issues
in this report forward is
purely reflective of the con-
cern that town council has
made a decision concerning
the rezoning of Parliament
Oak based on flawed infor-
mation.

And, in doing so, has po-
tentially exposed the town
— more particularly the
taxpayers of the town — to
a significant infrastructure
liability that could result in
a whacking big bill.

I admire the fact that
Kirsten McCauley, the
town’s director of com-
munity and development
services, “worked with our

estate winery

konzelmann

/)-.! FALL

Cozy up this Fall at Konzelmann Estate Winery. Gather around your own private fire table and
enjoy a seasonal wine flight and Oktoberfest themed pairing board. ONLY $30/PERSON

FLIGHTS

Visit konzelmann.ca for details.

operations staff, and they re-
viewed the information and
they provided their feedback
and the recommendation
back to us.”

However, she does not
employ a qualified engi-
neer on the operations staff
professionally capable of
properly analyzing the in-
formation contained within
the engineering report sub-
mitted by the developer.

So, I am forced to ask
what is their recommenda-
tion based upon, other than
general opinion?

This is not a criticism
of the operations staff, but
simply a statement of their
lack of professional engi-
neering qualifications to
make the type of educated
recommendation that should
have been required by town
council prior to voting on
the property’s rezoning.

But the lord mayor is
“not interested in that” and
director McCauley is not
concerned.

I wonder ... should it
transpire that the infra-
structure issues raised by
the two qualified engineers
who read this report turn
out to be the case, will the
proposed hotel development
not be approved by director
McCauley?

After all, the decision will
be solely in McCauley’s
hands, since town council
has delegated the responsi-
bility for site plan approvals
to her position — a position
not directly accountable to
the residents of NOTL.

Brian Marshall is a
NOTL realtor, author and
expert consultant on archi-
tectural design, restoration
and heritage.
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THETURNER REPORT

Garth Turner
Columnist

Before Tuesday the 5th,
she was apprehensive.
After Tuesday, my neigh-
bour down the street was
wasting no time.

“Sold my unit,” she told
me this week, admitting her
loss would be a hundred
grand. Not in the Greater
Toronto Area’s deeply
troubled condo market, but
on Florida’s coast.

“I'm never going back
there again,” she said. “Not
now with Trump. This is
my home. Thank God.”

By the way, the couple
putting a spiffy new cedar
roof on their place near
the golf course have been
coming here from Pitts-
burgh for 30 years. “The
next step now,” she told

Hitting the wall in NOTL

me, “is citizenship.”

Are they right to freak
out and abandon the land
of the Orange Man? Or is
this just Trump Derange-
ment Syndrome in full
view?

Will the tentacles of
MAGA reach into NOTL,
which is so dependent
on Americans and their
dollars?

How much will Canada’s
economy and your RRSP
be whacked by the 47th
president? Or, can we just
look across the Niagara
and stay smug?

Dunno yet. The guy can
do nothing until January.
This column will give you
fair warning when that
wall looms.

Speaking of walls,
some folks are thinking
they’ve hit a few with local
politics. “I hope your last
column will be read by at
least someone on council,”
Bill Garriock tells me,
“Likely not, but there is
always hope.”

Bill and others, like
Brian Crow, have been
warning about the finan-
cialization of NOTL — the
swelling business of turn-
ing houses into mini-

22 Creekside Drive
2+2 Bedroom - 3 Bath « $1,379,900

3 Ml

Gerry Kowalchuk handed over $250,000 in family money

to have these stones erected at the entrance to the Old
Town. "It just came to me,” he says. GARTH TURNER

motels under the town’s
generous B&B policy.
“Rather than getting bet-
ter, the cottage short-term
rental situation has expand-
ed and become even more
commercialized,” he says.
He points out that among

*1 Real Estate Team’
*1 Sales in Niagara
*1 on Google Trends”

*1 in Client Service"

registered short-term rentals
there are 1,000 bedrooms
given over to tourists in-
stead of families who might
like to own or rent.

“If fewer families are
living here and it is tourists
that are now occupying the

20 Steven Drive

3 Bedroom - 3 Bath - $629,900

thousand bedrooms, one can
understand why the com-
munity is no longer able to
support a hospital or local
schools.”

And, as detailed here last
week (“The Turner Report:
The CRA, the B&Bs and
thee”), there are another
500 or so local listings on
Airbnb that don’t appear to
be registered. Or legal.

So, the financialization of
this place continues. And
the old abandoned school
will soon rise as a 129-suite
hotel and conference centre.
Sheesh. Who needs kids,
anyway?

But wait. Let’s finish with
a good news wall story.

Gerry Kowalchuk got
his vanity book back from
the printers a few days ago.
Grandly dubbed the Queen-
Mississauga Gateway Proj-
ect, it’s a forever thing for
grandchildren from NOTL’s
own monument man.

I asked him why a private
citizen would fork over
$250,000 to build a stone
wall going nowhere at the
main Old Town intersection.

“I just stopped there at the
sign one day,” he says, “I
looked at this property here.
That’s it, I said. It just came

MAXIMIZE EXPOSURE!

*1 RE/MAX Team Canada’'

“Based on unit sales and $ volume of closed transactions in RAHB Jan 1, 2020 - Dec 31, 2023.

** Source: Google Trends and Google Reviews  "Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2023.
listing and selling combined performance in TRREB Jan 1- June 30, 2024. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated.

12 Firelane 11A Road
3+1 Bedroom - 4 Bath - $2,850,000

GOLH

TEAM

*tSource: REDATUM Agents by units —

to me, and I never looked
back after that.”

It took four years. Lots of
political diddling. Design
work. Bureaucracy. Then,
being on-site almost every
day as the dry-stone crafts-
man did his thing.

Now, the wall defines the
heritage district and looks
like it existed forever. “I'm
told it may last 500 years,”
he says.

Yabbut, why?

“I just love this place,” he
says, “for the same reasons
you do.”

And it’s legacy, of course.
The vanity book. The
stones. The permanent
marker of having been here.

Trump may have his
wall. Gerry has his. One is
designed to keep people out.
The other says come on in,
have a gelato, buy a $600
hat, take a $90 carriage ride,
sleep in a quaint, possibly
illegal B&B and leave your
credit card on file.

It ain’t perfect here. But
it’s on the right side of the
river.

Garth Turner is a NOTL
resident, journalist, author,
wealth manager and former
federal MP and minister.

garth@garth.ca
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Regal Florist hosts holiday open house

Paige Seburn
The Lake Report

As Chris Semple strolled
through the twinkling
lights and festive decora-
tions at Regal Florist &
Garden Centre’s annual
Holiday Open House on
Nov. 2, joy spread across
her face.

“I saw it in the paper,”
she said, admiring the hard
work behind the exquisite
decorations. “They do a
beautiful job.”

The Niagara-on-the-Lake
local praised the team’s
effort in transforming the
garden centre into a winter
wonderland.

“They’re a terrific com-
pany,” said Semple.

Jolanda Broekema, who
works in retail sales, said
the turnout was impressive
not only on Saturday, Nov.
2 but also during the open
house’s kickoff on Friday
evening, Nov. 1.

“On Friday, the entire
place was lit up — it was
very pretty,” said Broeke-
ma, noting the open house

SELECT SUN
@ 7:00PM

NARRATED BY SHANE CARTY

JOIN US FOR A CAPTIVATING TRIBUTE TO CANADIANA RADIO
CLASSICS, NARRATED BY THE TALENTED SHANE CARTY. WITH 11
SEASONS AT THE STRATFORD FESTIVAL AND 3 WITH THE SHAW,

CARTY BRINGS HIS ACTING EXPERTISE AND TV CHARISMA TO

BRING THESE BELOVED TALES TO LIFE, OFFERING A UNIQUE

BLEND OF HUMOR, ENTERTAINMENT, AND INSIGHT.

NOVEMBER 17 « DECEMBER 1+ DECEMBER 8
RESERVE NOW - LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE

FOR MORE INFO & DATES, VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

THEIRISHHARPPUB.GOM

(905) 468-4443 - RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

2

Festive decorations brought holiday cheer to the Regal
Florist & Garden Centre earlier this month. PAIGE SEBURN

ran from 6 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. on Friday and from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday.

Visitors were treated
to a delightful array of
sweets supplied by Wil-
low Cakes and Pastries,
owned by Catherine and
Sean O’Donnell, who
Broekema wanted to spe-
cially mention.

“They’re starting a new
small business called
Simply Shortbread as well,
and their stand is near the
entrance,” she said.

Guests could also sample
various dips at a compli-

mentary dip table featur-
ing in-store mix packages,
and for those interested in
purchasing, spending $50
in the store allowed them
to receive a $10 voucher to
be used Dec. 16 to 21, with
some restrictions applying
to the deal.

Visitors were also en-
couraged to bring a non-
perishable food donation
to support their local food
bank Newark Neighbours.

“It’s been phenomenal,”
said Lindsey Ireland, who
did the majority of the
decorating. “We had people

lined up out the door.”

With nearly 20 years of
experience decorating at
the garden centre, Ireland
draws her inspiration from
the unique pieces they
purchase.

“I just start with a piece
and build around it,” she
said, revealing the month-
long effort it takes to create
the enchanting displays.

Owner Darrell Boer said
the open house brought
holiday cheer to the
community.

“It’s been really good,
both last night and today.
It’s a Christmas kickoff,”
said Boer. “We do it every
year to encourage people to
get inspired.”

The open house adds
to the festive atmosphere
in Niagara-on-the-Lake,
enhancing the Christmas
feel that Boer said he has
always believed they could
contribute to.

“It’s just one of those
things people enjoy — a
feeling of getting away and
enjoying the atmosphere,”
he said.

Time for 9

Renovations e

Olde Towne Building Company can do it all

Bathroom Remodeling
Basement Finishing
Kitchen Makeovers
Windows and doors
Covered patios and decks

Restoration

Commercial renovations
And much more!
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superior workmanship to every project, and
put our client’s needs above all else.

GET A QUOTE TODAY!

Brandon Noel
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Across
1. Farm honkers (5)
4. Declares formally (9)

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
16.
19.
20.
22.
24.

High-pitched flute (4)
Happening together (10)
Safe stores (6)

Casual tops (1-6)

W W Il turning point (1-3)
Lowest-value chessmen (5)
Deciduous timber trees (4)
Cloth colourist (4)
Portable music players (5)
Deep voice (4)

|
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25. May contain peas or beans, for example
(4,3)

26. Shows broadcast again (6)
29. Mental analysis (10)

30. Woodwind instrument (4)

31. Graceless (9)

32.Up (5)

Down

2. My Fair Lady --- Doolittle (5)

3. Author of “Ozymandias” (7)

5. Tolled (4)

6. Consecutive parts of a meal (7)
7. International carrier (7)

8. Frequently (4,5)

9. Misbehaves (4,2)

15. Rainless months (3,6) 5 7 =
17. Egyptian cobra (3) 8 =
18. Indicate agreement (3) O
21. Profoundly different (7) 4 3 cC
22. Household chore (7) 5 83 <

23. Wanders away (6)

24. Obtains temporarily (7)
27. Model --- Campbell (5)
28. Stupefy (4)

~ FREE HOME
EVALUATION

CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

" RE/MAX
5905.329.3484  MacARA

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND
OPERATED

il
2
¥ When you CALL GREG, you GET GREG.

'GREG SYKES i

CLAIRE MCNEVAN*

GREG SYKES* EVAN MCCAUGHEY* STEPHANIE FARR
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Computers — from the early days to modern times

DR. BREWN

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

In the 1970s, one of my
children in public school
won a computer with 2k of
memory.

It was useless but, then
again, it was cheap.

However, as my career as
a neurophysiologist pro-
gressed, my team became
increasingly dependent on
computer devices to extract
tiny signals from back-
ground noise by averaging
hundreds of responses,
which made event-related
signals stand out while
unrelated signals cancelled
one another out.

Later still, a closely relat-
ed off-shoot of our group in
London, Ont., led by Mark
Davis and his new company
developed the first comput-
er-based system in the world
for analyzing electrophysi-
ological data in the clinic
and operating room and was
a great success in laborato-

ries like mine for the better
part of a decade.

Even so, most computers
in the 1980s and 1990s were
strictly rules-based.

We knew precisely what
we wanted the computer to
do and there was no expecta-
tion that the computer would
do anything other than obey
the embedded carefully
scripted programs (algo-
rithms of the day) for doing
this or that mandated task.

However, change was in the
wind with the introduction
of what was called machine
learning and neural networks
by this year’s laureates in
physics, John Hayfield and
Geoffrey Hinton, who mod-
elled their computing devices
after the brain.

Single cells in the nervous
system integrate signals
from a variety of sources,
but only when the aggregate
signal exceeds a certain lev-
el does the neuron respond
by generating a signal that it
sends to other neurons.

Neurons are also arranged
in functionally related
groups: Nuclei, layers and/or
columns.

Repeated similar signals
are strengthened and in-
frequent signals weakened,
a process that underlies
memory and signal recog-
nition.

That simple neural model
was adopted by Hayfield
and Hinton in the 1980s
to illustrate how machine
learning might work to
analyze data.

Still, the fields of machine
language, neural networks
and deep learning faltered
until 2011 and Google.

That year, Google’s Brain
project was used to extract
images from YouTube videos
and fed them into a network
of 1,000 computers, with a
combined total of only one
million neurons (nodes).

Crude and underpowered
as it was, the project worked
and with each passage
through successive layers of
nodes and networks, more
and more defining features
began to stand out, until
finally, in this case, recog-
nizable faces appeared.

This was the first con-
crete demonstration of deep
learning at work.

Even then, what held the
field back was the need for
far more computational
power, much higher process-
ing speeds and much larger
databases on which to learn
before challenges such as near-
instantaneous translations of
language or facial recognition
would be possible.

Last year, a series on arti-
ficial intelligence was hosted

at the Niagara-on-the-Lake
Public Library, triggered
because of enormous public
interest in ChatGPT and its
various versions.

Whatever the pros and
cons of ChatGPT and loo-
kalikes by other companies,
machine learning, neural
networks and deep learn-
ing have been a godsend to
scientists.

One example is the chal-
lenge of forecasting rapidly
evolving weather changes
such as hurricanes, flooding
events and tornados and on
the other end of the time
scale, is the challenge of
identifying trends and caus-
ative factors in long-term
climate changes.

Both generate enormous
amounts of data that must
be analyzed to make sense
of the numbers.

That’s why modern high-
powered machine language-
based computing devices
are so essential.

They have the power to
crunch the numbers and
identify patterns in the data
far beyond human computa-
tional limitations.

Then, there were the
spectacular triumphs in the
last few years by Dennis
Hassabis and John Jumper
for their development of
AlphaFold2 and David

Baker’s similar RoseT-
TAFold, both designed to
unravel the mystery of how
linear strings of amino acids
fold into 3D molecules to do
whatever their particular job
is in biology.

The three men shared
the Nobel Prize in chem-
istry this year in what was
a triumph of integrating
basic physics, chemistry and
computer science.

Finally, to close, some
of my readers may have
followed in this newspaper
the struggle of patients with
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
to express themselves.

One of the triumphs of
machine language is its
ability to extract relevant
signals — in this case, sig-
nals in the brain’s neocortex
related to the choice of
words and articulating those
words when the related
systems have been affected
by the disease.

The signals are recorded
from the appropriate regions
of the brain but mixed with
a myriad of other signals —
making it all but impossible
to make sense of what’s
going on without much-
updated versions of machine
language.

Only a few years ago the
best that could be hoped for
was 10 words a minute with

an error rate of 30 percent
and a vocabulary of about
100 words.

The latest version has a
vocabulary of thousands
of words, at least 30 to 50
words a minute and an error
rate of less than five per cent.

That’s real progress and
not because of improvements
in the electrode array, but
because of the latest pro-
grams, which learn to cull
the brain’s electrical signals
for those essential for choos-
ing the right words quickly
and precisely — in so doing
— restoring working speech
to someone who has lost it.

That’s only one example
of the transformative power
of Al and machine lan-
guage.

The physics and chem-
istry Nobel Prizes this
year are a tribute to the
five scientists who helped
to develop the tools that
underlie Al and the subject
of the annual series on the
prizes beginning with phys-
ics on Nov. 6 at 2 p.m. in the
NOTL library. Please sign
up with Debbie Krause.

Dr. William Brown is
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the
InfoHealth series at the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library.

Remembrance Day ceremony did

G R
Ross’s Ramblings

Ross Robinson
Columnist

Niagara citizens turned
out in force this year to
remember NOTLers who
put their lives on hold to
defend democracy, often in
distant parts of the world.
We gathered around the re-
freshed Cenotaph on Queen
Street, with perfect weather
swelling the crowd.

Coun. Gary Burroughs
noted it was grand to have
a live bagpiper, telling
me how Norm Haig often
struggled bravely with fro-
zen chanters and pipes.

My pal Randy Klassen,

a dedicated member of

our local Civil Search and
Rescue Association, told me
he had just returned from
the Thunder Bay area after

searching for a missing
hunter in the wilderness.
The lost hunter was wearing
a camouflage jacket. Huh?

It was chilly and overcast.
I always think of the lonely
Canadians who spent end-
less days and weeks with
no known “going home”
date. Far from home, eating
cold and basic rations, los-
ing mates on drizzly days,
receiving only an occasional
letter from home.

How did they possibly
keep their morale up? Lest
we forget.

Too many had their lives
cut short, or suffered life-al-
tering injuries. Or invisible
mental wounds that would
never be understood back
home. One lost life was one
too many.

The ceremonial parade
was enlivened by the pres-
ence of a good number of
military veterans of Polish
background. Proud, well-
drilled and colourful. Then,
four dramatic members
of our Royal Canadian
Mounted Police.

This year, regional
councillor Andrea Kaiser
recited the list of Niagara
area citizens who made

Ross Robinson says we
cannot forget the sacrifices
of Canadian soldiers.

the supreme sacrifice after
volunteering for overseas
service. The length of her
list was shocking, from a
relatively low-population
area like Niagara.

So many familiar names:
Dietsch, Nelles, Grimwood.
Some families lost multiple
loved ones.

I thought that Andrea
was the perfect reader. At
a measured pace, with a
strong voice amped through
an excellent sound system,
hesitating appropriately
after she read each name.
Dignified. Respectful.
Strong.

The list continued. Every
single name was a fam-
ily tragedy, rivers of tears,

sleepless and lonely nights
back here in Niagara,
mourning the deceased.
Some still teenagers. Fami-
lies ripped asunder.

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
spoke emotionally about
one Mr. Wright, the local
Niagara High School prin-
cipal, a husband and father
who felt compelled to enlist
and serve our country.

Mr. Wright went off to
war and he didn’t return. We
must not forget.

My mother had two
brothers from Cochrane
serve in the army in the
Second World War. She
told me about the awkward,
pregnant pauses that made
SO many conversations
awkward for the few years
following Victory in Europe
(VE) Day.

She would meet a friend
on the street, and after the
normal small talk about
the weather and sports and
their jobs, people would be
hesitant to ask her about her
brothers, Bob or Joe.

Too often, the reply would
be heartbreaking, news of
a death or an injury or a
new address in a veterans’
hospital.

our town proud

Did we learn the neces-
sary lessons? Only two
decades after the end of the
First World War, the war to
end all wars, we decided to
do it all again. Young men
who didn’t know each other
fighting the wars for men
who knew each other. Why?

Millions of repetitive
headstones, now in mili-
tary cemeteries around the
world. Have we learned
anything?

Indeed, this year’s Re-
membrance Day ceremony
in our town had a good
feeling. Are we giving
the necessity of war more
thought as the years slide
by? We seem to want to
gather with friends to reflect
on the necessity and the
futility of sending people to
die in overseas combat.

Let me now awkwardly
ramble over to a completely
different thought process.
Understand that I love and
respect the folks who work
for Canada Post here in
Niagara. Over the past 30
years, | have observed and
admired their efforts to de-
liver our mail. Through rain,
snow and hail and on the
hottest and sunniest days.

But may I ask them to
carefully consider their po-
tential Canada-wide strike
action. Do they have rocks
in their heads? The times
they are a’changing.

Their organization has
been on life support for
many years. Thousands of
millions of dollars in losses,
with an unsustainable busi-
ness model.

Think long-distance tele-
phone operators. My aunt
Agnes up north was a super-
visor, one of the thousands
of people deftly transferring
our calls across Canada and
around the world.

Technology changed,
and I don’t pretend to be
an expert. But I do know
that there are no longer any
long-distance telephone
operators. Aunt Agnes got
out with an early retirement
package.

The good employees of
Canada Post are risking
it all if they elect to go on
strike. There must be a
better idea because public
sentiment will not be on
their side.

Have at it, and I will deli-
cately ramble to this week’s
conclusion.
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EXPLORING HISTORY

WITH NOTL MUSEUM

Hose Tower, 1943

This watercolour, by John Freeling Hunt, shows
the back of the Queen Street Court House. If you
stood near the public washrooms or the back of
Balzac’s Coffee on King Street, you would be in
almost the same spot. The tower in front was used
by the fire department to dry its hoses and stood
65 feet tall. That is almost 25 feet higher than the
Court House building. After a fire, the firemen
would hook six lengths of hose to a round wooden
hook and then hoist them up to the top by using
the fire engine. The water could then drain out
and the hoses could dry, hopefully before the next
call. The tower no longer exists — more on that
next week. The door to the right is the entrance to
the Tourism Niagara-on-the-Lake welcome centre.

The Lake Report welcomes your letters to the editor.
Please, write early and often. Letters ideally should be
under 400 words long. Occasionally, longer letters may
be published. All letters may be edited for conciseness,
accuracy, libel and defamation. Please include your full

name, street address and a daytime telephone number
so that authorship can be authenticated. Only names and

general addresses (eg. Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be

published. Send your letters to editor@niagaranow.com
or drop them by our office at 496 Mississagua St., NOTL.
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GROWING
TOGETHER W

Joanne Young
Columnist

Can you believe that we
are already heading into
the third week of Novem-
ber? Christmas is only five
weeks away. When did that
happen?

This fall has been es-
pecially warm and sunny
— it does not feel pos-
sible that we are halfway
through November. This
past week, I started making
up Christmas planters at a
local garden centre.

There is nothing like
working freshly cut ever-
green boughs as you make
planters, swags, garlands
and wreaths. The fragrance
of pine and cedar seems to
revive memories of Christ-
mases past.

There are so many ways
you can incorporate fresh
greens into your outdoor
holiday decorating.

Using evergreen boughs
and trees is one of the
longest Christmas tradi-
tions. The year-round green
foliage provides us with
a sign of hope to carry us
through the winter and into
the new year.

Outdoors, there are
countless uses for greens
and one of the greatest
things is that you do not
have to compromise your
style to do so.

Whether you enjoy the
more contemporary, simple
lines of design, a more
classic look or a very natu-
ral, woodland look, you can

ESTATE WINERY

IVERVIEW
%?e%w@

15376 NIAGARA RIVER PKWY,
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, ON
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Use fresh greens for holi

O T

Evergreens are versatile, writes Joanne Young, especially when it comes to the holidays.

day decor

Whatever decor style you prefer, you can achieve your desired look with fresh greenery.

achieve the style you desire
with fresh greenery.

There is the traditional
use of porch planters at the
front entrance, the wreath
on the door and garlands
around the door, windows
and trim of the house.

Also, think of other areas
where you might be adding
a little extra holiday cheer
— areas that are still focal
from inside the house such
as outside the patio door
or an area visible from the
kitchen window.

The greenery used in
planters with soil will usu-
ally stay fresh-looking well
into winter — sometimes as
late as March.

Other outdoor decora-
tions not placed into soil,
such as wreaths, swags and
garlands, will dry up a little
quicker than the greens in
the planters.

If you can spray the
wreaths and swags with
some water periodically,
that will help them last a bit
longer.

There is also a product
called Wilt-Pruf, an anti-
desiccant that, when sprayed
on the evergreen boughs,
will help the greens from
losing moisture as quickly.

Here are some tips to
consider when thinking
about using fresh greenery
this season:

Before shopping for your
boughs, you may need to
take some measurements
first to make decision-
making easier and to avoid
repeated trips to the store.
Some measurements you
may need to know are: The
size of the door or wall area
where you are hanging a
wreath; the distance around
a doorway or along a railing
or fence where you want
garland; and, the size of
existing decorative pots, SO
you know what pot size will
fit inside.

Do you want to coordinate
colours and types of green-
ery across your home or opt
for unique decorations in
each area?

What style do you want to
convey? For a modern look,
choose strong bold lines and
keep the lines and selection
of greenery simple.

When shopping for your
boughs, make sure that the
foliage seems fresh to the
touch. If the foliage feels
dry and you are starting to
see a bit of browning, these
boughs or garlands will not

last very long. If you see
a lot of needles dropping
when handling it, this is
also a sign the greenery is
drying out.

Rehydrate your green-
ery. Making sure your
greenery has adequate
moisture is the key to
them lasting longer. A lot
of the boughs you pur-
chase are cut weeks in ad-
vance of you buying them.
If you are using boughs to
make an outdoor planter,
make sure you make a
fresh cut on each stem
before inserting them into
the soil.

Keep the soil moist until
it freezes up. For wreaths,
garlands and swags, it is
best to spritz them every
three to four days to keep
them green longer.

So, if you are “pine-
ing” to “spruce” up your
décor “fir” the holidays
(pun intended ... I know,
kinda sappy), add some
live greenery both outside
and inside your home this
Christmas.

Joanne Young is
a Niagara-on-the-

Lake garden expert and
coach. See her website
at joanneyoung.ca.

RETAIL SHOP
WINERY TOURS

WINE TASTINGS
ICEWINE TASTINGS
CHARCUTERIE BOARDS

**MENTION THIS AD FOR 10% OFF**
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DAVIDS%
DeLAAT

DAVIDSDELAAT.COM

Real Honest. Real Friendly. Real Estate

2 Mallette Crescent, Niagara-on-the-Lake 255 Colbeck Drive, Welland
Three Bedrooms | Five Bathrooms Four Bedrooms | Three Bathrooms
$2,099,900 $1,274,999

82 Creekside Drive, Welland
Five Bedrooms | Three Bathrooms
$959,900

214 Windmill Point Road S, Ridgeway 14656 Niagara River Pkwy, Niagara-on-the-Lake 34 Angels drive, St. Davids
Seven Bedrooms | Six Bathrooms Three Bedrooms | Two Bathrooms Four Bedrooms | Four Bathrooms
$6,859,900 $1,124,900 $1,765,000

GET YOUR FREE HOME EVALUATION
AND
MARKET ANALYSIS!

Contact us today! RE/MAX
289-272-5329 | info@davidsdelaat.com NIAGARA
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Karen Csoli is director of Niagara College’s health,

wellness and accessibility services. She says new funding
for student supports will go a long way to helping them
when they need it the most. SUBMITTED

Niagara College to
expand mental health
and addiction services

Richard Wright
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Student mental health and
addiction support is being
boosted at Niagara Col-
lege’s NOTL and Welland
campuses.

The expanded services,
officially announced by
the college on Nov. 6, are
a result of funding the
provincial government
pledged in May. They
will be introduced in the
coming weeks by the
college’s health, wellness
and accessibility services
and Indigenous education
departments.

Director of health, well-
ness and accessibility
services Karen Csoli said
the college is excited about
the ability to evolve in such
a way that will help students
well into the future.

“We were very focused on
what are the better ways that

we can support the student,”
she said.

“As the students them-
selves change year by year,
generation by generation
and program by program,
we need to be looking at
what services we offer, how
we structure supports, how
we staff our supports and
change to meet their needs.

Directly, the funds will
support reduced physician
wait times on campus, cre-
ating culturally appropriate
supports for Indigenous stu-
dents, addressing complex
mental health needs of all
students and direct chan-
nels to external addiction
counselling.

The college will receive
$868,625 over two years.

At the spring announce-
ment, the Ontario govern-
ment pledged $5 million in
funding for 10 post-second-
ary institutions across the
province.

wright@niagaranow.com
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Obituaries

Beverly Griffin-Munkley

GRIFFIN-MUNKLEY,
Beverly Anne —

It is with profound
sadness that we share the
news that Beverly Griffin-
Munkley passed away
peacefully after a short
illness on Nov. 8 with loved
ones by her side.

She was predeceased
by her beloved twin sister
Barbara Griffin who was deeply missed and with whom
she shared a lifetime of adventures. Bev would say at times
that twins are “two separate beings conjoined at the heart”.
She is survived by her sister Sandra Griffin-Reading, her
brother-in-law Herb Reading, her former husband and
lifelong friend Doug Munkley. Bev will be dearly missed
by many other people she touched in her very full life. She
will be missed as well by her cat and “darling boy” Cocoa.

Bev was a very caring soul and a high school summer
job at a nursing home led her to a nursing degree and to
treating patients in need for many years at St. Catharines
General Hospital. Also in her teens she began going to
antique auctions and this hobby later became a career. It
provided an outlet for her creative side, turning vintage
into treasures. She and Barb often teamed up as “Ephemera
Too” for antique shows, Flamborough being their favourite,
or at their booths at the Cookstown Antique Market.

Most recently, in her hometown of Niagara on the Lake

she kept a spot at Antiques on Creek which she loved and
where she had many friends who will miss the sound of
her laughter. She had a unique style and an artistic flare
specializing in vintage quilts and textiles, often on furniture
she had reupholstered. Bev was a woman with many
talents, amazing creativity and bubbling with a fun energy:
from relocating and restoring an 1830’s home, to creating
magical gardens and fabulous family celebrations, to caring
for Barb when she struggled with a lengthy illness. Sadly,
her bright light has gone out.

“If there ever comes a day when we can’t be together,
keep me in your heart. I'll stay there forever.”

A celebration of life for Bev will be held in the new year.

For obituary and memorial inquiries,

please contact editor@niagaranow.com.
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STONE ROAD

Caring beyond the prescription S

NOVEMBER IS

OSTEOPOROSIS
MONTH

DON’'T WAIT FOR A FRACTURE.
TALK TO US ABOUT WAYS
TO PREVENT OSTEOPOROSIS.

Stone Road Pharmacy
905-468-3000
1630 Niagara Stone Rd.

Classifieds

PUBLIC NOTICE

Hear ye, Hear ye

RE: AUG. 8,2024 A.D.

Notice of Acknowledgement, Receipt, Acceptance, Interest
and Delivery, for full viewing, visit: https://public-Notice-
board.blogspot.com/p/Re-august-8th-2024-ad-notice-of html

PUBLIC NOTICE:

Hear ye, Hear ye,

RE: Nov. 5th 2024 A.D.

Ten deeds done, for full viewing, visit:
https://public-notice-board.blogspot.com/p/public-notice-re-
nov-5th-2024-ad-ten.html

The Lake Report welcomes your letters to the editor.
Please, write early and often. Letters ideally should be
under 400 words long. Occasionally, longer letters may
be published. All letters may be edited for conciseness,
accuracy, libel and defamation. Please include your full name,
street address and a daytime telephone number so that
authorship can be authenticated. Only names and general
addresses (eg. Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be published.
Send your letters to editor@niagaranow.com or drop
them by our office at 496 Mississagua St., NOTL.

Lynne McKay
’r ’.f'f}";'; 0% MCKAY, Lynne Marie

£ % v — 1953 to 2024.

" A loving, brilliant, gentle
and caring woman who
enriched the lives of all
who were fortunate enough
to have known her has died.
Her passing leaves those
closest to her to mourn and
turn to cherished memories
for solace. Her life partner
and soul mate Fred Stark, her sister Jan McKay Chaloner,
brothers Cam McKay (Gwen) and David McKay (Marian),
Fred’s daughter Jessica Draper (Kevin) and son Nathan
Stark (Sarah). Also remembering wonderful times with
Lynne are her grandchildren Tryston Stark, Desirae Stark
and Alexander Stark.

Lynne was born in the UK. Hers was a military family
that moved often, spending time at various bases in England
as well as in Germany. Her experience of forever being the
new kid is where she honed her exceptional social skills.
Encountering new people either individually or in groups
delighted her, and her charm and grace endeared her to her
new acquaintances. On her father’s retirement, and at the
age of 17, the family relocated to Calgary, where the McKay
family has deep roots. She had heard stories about Canada,
Calgary and the Rocky Mountains, but this was a totally
new environment that would take some getting used to. So
she did just that, finished her schooling and embarked on
what would be a decades long career in Financial Services.
Her career took her to the coast where she had many happy
years living and working on the Lower Mainland of British
Columbia. In 1987, on a business trip to Toronto, she met
Fred, and all of a sudden the stars were aligned, as they had
both finally met the one they were meant to be with. Lynne
soon relocated to Toronto and shortly thereafter she and
Fred left long-term employers, formed their own business
and travelled extensively all over the world. Retirement in
2015 allowed additional time for personal travel and time
in the garden that Lynne tended with joy. She loved family,
friends, colleagues, poetry, photography, sport (tennis,
golf and skiing in the Rockies), fashion, bridge, gardening,
nature, animals, music, art, fresh green veggies, martinis
and sashimi. Oh yes, and Marmite on toast. Oh dear one,
we will miss you so.

A gathering to celebrate Lynne’s life will be planned
for a later date. Should you choose to make a donation in
her memory, her favourite charity was Covenant House.
Memories can be shared through the Morgan Funeral Home
website.

Grant Belau

Iss BELAU, Grant Eric —

Grant Eric Belau, aged 65,
passed away peacefully in
Alberta on Aug. 24, 2024.

Grant grew up in
Niagara-on-the-Lake where
he attended Niagara District
High School and obtained
an Engineering degree from
McMaster University in
1980. He settled in Alberta,
working initially in oil and
later with solar energy and Hostelling International. Grant
had a love of the environment, travel and peoples, visiting
over 50 countries in adventurous fashion.

He is predeceased by his parents Erwin and Brigitte, and
survived by his wife Arisa, sister Marianne (Daryl), brother
Ken (Rima), nieces and nephews Ben, Cheryn, Elena,
Luisa and Tomas, many cousins, and greatest friend Ray
Stevenson.

A celebration of life will be held on Saturday, Dec. 28,
from 3 to 7 p.m. in Niagara-on-the-Lake. For details, please
contact the family at 705-730-3788.

For obituary and memorial inquiries,
please contact editor@niagaranow.com.
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15th ANNUAL
Toy Drive

Saturday, Nov. 30 | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Free photo with SANTA,
hot chocolate and treats
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Please bring an unwrapped toy to 1596 Four Mile Creek Rd., NOTL
for Ronald McDonald House and McMaster Children’s Hospital

REALTY INC.,BROKERAGE
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Thinking of Selling Your Home in 20257

Some thlngs to consider..
e Research, Analysis, Staying Informed About Economic Trends

e Timeline Planning * Market Strategy
e Home Preperation e Pricing Strategy

ANGELIKA TODAY TO DEVELOP A

e 289-214-4394
| | LuxuryHomEs.com™ ANGELIKA IS THE TOP 1%
REALTOR WITH THE MOST SALES.

Showecasing your luxury NIAGARA AND BURLINGTON
home world-wide while working ,
. . . Sa==® Cornerstone 4listglobally
with top brokers in the industry! UL siocioron of REAITORS
“\ AGENT /: 13128 Joronto Raglonal
Proud member of N\ 2023/24 |
o | LuxuryHomEs.com
LuxuryHomes.com - i
. J
» Free packing of your house / Estate cleanup / « Long term presence in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Local
Decluttering services *** Right at Home Realty Team Office in NOTL (Over
« World class videography, photos and drone footage, 6000 in GTA, #1 independent brokerage in the GTA
high quality hard cover print brochures & for 10 years¥*)
advertising in print media o Angelika previously owned a highly successful
« Large social media presence and extensive unique marketing/media business in Toronto for over 20
marketing techniques years. Built relationships with Fortune 500, big
« Your property will be globally listed gaining world banks, CTV, Global, Olympics, Film Festival. Over 10
wide exposure and will be seen on 48 real estate years of real estate business.
boards in Ontario « Abundance of knowledge in all aspects of real
« Home renovation experience < experienced > properties (waterfront, residential, agricultural,
« Help Elderly Relocate commercial and leases)
« Passionate to be of service « Up to date on Mortgage trends and state of
o We offer a 24/7 open line of communication economy, strategy to sell
» Several testimonials and 5 star reviews o Contribution to charities
« Exceptional sales record o Lead sponsor in Chamber of Commerce NOTL Golf
« Respected by colleagues and community Tournament 2023
« Wealth of knowledge
v FREE HOME EVALUATION +#

|
CALL ANGELIKA TODAY! Jp—

289'214'4394 OFFERIN ONLY.

123 FLYNN ST, NIAGARA

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT

REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD

496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKETEAM
Bringing GTA Buyers to Niagara-On-The-Lake

N ovEARS: e LUXURY REAL ESTATE

*TRREB Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31, 2022, combined units sold. **Based on closed transactions in the Burlington / Niagara Right At Home Realty Office, 2022, 2023, 2024
***We will gift 8 hours of cleaning services and 8 hours of moving/packing services. EXCLUDES tenanted areas

& ASSOCIATES



